
10 TORAH TIDBITS 1684 / TOLDOT

“And Isaac loved Esav because [his] 
game was in his mouth, but Rebecca 
loved Jacob (Bereishis 25:28).” 

Families are complex, and the families 
of our Matriarchs and Patriarchs were no 
exception. Children don’t always follow 
in the footsteps of their parents and often 
make different choices, cultivating a dis-
tinct life path. Nonetheless, the job of a par-
ent is to love and appreciate their child for 
who the child is and not for whom the par-
ents want them to be. But this is far easier 
said than done. How does one genuinely 
love a child when the child makes choices 
that bring the parent pain? 

And so, the Torah tells us that Yitzchak 
loved Esav. We must assume that Yitzchak 
and Rivka each loved both of their chil-
dren, yet each had a unique relationship 
with a particular child. Rivka’s connection 
with Yaakov is understandable. Yaakov was 
holy and genuine, he was the clear heir to 
the Abrahamitic legacy. He was a source of 
wonderful and ongoing nachas. But what 
was the nature of the connection between 
Yitzchak and Esav? It would appear they 
were worlds apart, yet Yitzchak has incred-
ible love for his first-born son. What was 
“loveable” about Esav? 

Of all our Patriarchs we know the least 
about Yitzchak. While we are told of the 

Akeyda (binding of Yitzchak) and Yitzchak’s 
willingness to offer himself upon the 
altar of God, this event is really looked at 
through the lens of Avraham’s selfless ded-
ication to God. All we know about Yitzchak 
is that he dug wells. Though we are taught 
so little about Yitzchak’s life, the Torah 
goes into great detail about his well-digging 
activities. Why? 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe provides an 
incredible insight. To benefit from the 
beautiful and sustaining, subterranean 
waters you must be willing to dig. You 
must take out your shovel, bend your back 
and take away shovelful of dirt after shov-
elful of dirt until you find the refreshing 
waters. This is a metaphor for the self. 
We each possess a beautiful wellspring of 
holiness and spiritual beauty. However, 
often this holiness is obscured by layers 
of “dirt.” There is dirt from the bad deci-
sions we make, there is dirt from negative 
life-experiences, there is the dirt of failure 
and set-backs. All this dirt sits on top of 
my well and covers my inner waters. We 
must find the courage to dig, to haul away 
the earth though changing and adjusting 
certain behaviors and habits. This was the 
great strength of Isaac; he was a digger. He 
was able to dig through the layers of dirt 
and find the beautiful waters of holiness 
in himself and in others. When the world 
looked at Esav they saw one thing – dirt. 
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Yitzchak saw the dirt which covered his 
son, but he also saw the beautiful waters 
of holiness which were surging beneath 
the layer upon layer of thick dirt and 
grime. He loved his son, because he was 
able to see the waters and not just the dirt. 

We must all become well-diggers and 
utilize this skill in all our relationships. We 
need to love our children for who they are 
and not for who we want them to be. Even 
if our children get covered in dirt, we must 
appreciate that the waters still run deep 
and are ever-present. We must strive to see 
the good in others and recognize that even 
when people hurt us, there is still good 
within that individual. We must try to focus 
on the water and not the dirt. We must look 
for the water within ourselves. We cannot 
define ourselves by the dirt of our indiscre-
tions or misdeeds. We must remember that 
no matter how much dirt we have piled on 
ourselves, the inner waters never dry up, 
they are always present, waiting to be dis-
covered. ■ 
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A Lifestyle Beyond Compare
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Ready to move in , superb location and high end
new building, 2nd floor with shabbat lift

Indoor parking, private storage room, succah balcony and more

OLD
KATAMON

113 sqm 
newly built

OLD ARNONA
GILADI STREET

85 sqm +

Permit for additonal 

room = mamad

3,085,000nis

BAKA 
NEW OFFER
PENTHOUSE

224sqm
one level 

Superb penthouse - old city views
 , 4 bedrooms - 2 en-suite , office 

large livng room , 71 sqm terrace, 30 sqm roof 
2 indoor parking and private parking. 

 

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY
10 Hilldsheimer st.
Design your own 

spacious apartment

Special offer and deal for November buyers only!

New 154sqm -  4 bedrooms  garden apartment , 
private garden of 160 sqm ,private entrance. parking  
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