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Since October 7th, antisemitism has
surged worldwide by over 300%. From
university campuses to European streets
where 96% of Jews report encountering
hate, antisemitism has once again raised
its ugly head. As we watch history repeat
itself, every individual asks: What is the
secret ingredient that carried our ances-
tors through the Crusades, Inquisitions,
and Pogroms, and what can we do today
to combat it?

The answer is tucked away in a fre-
quently glossed-over portion of Parshat
Toldot: Yitzchak’s life in Gerar.

At first glance, Yitzchak’s adult life
appears surprisingly unspectacular com-
pared to Avraham or Yaakov. He seems
like a virtual “copy-paste” of his father:
he physically looks like Avraham, leaves
home due to famine, claims his wife is his
sister, struggles with childlessness, raises
one tzaddik and one rasha, and re-digs
his father’s wells, calling them by the
exact same names!

This raises two fundamental questions:

Why was Yitzchak chosen as a Patri-
arch if all he did was copy his father?

Why is Yitzchak the Patriarch most
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deeply connected to the Beis HaMik-
dash? (The Mishkan was erected on his
birthday in Nissan, and the Akeidah took
place on Har HaMoriah, the future site of
the Beis HaMikdash. While Avraham rep-
resents chessed and Yaakov represents
Torah, Yitzchak represents tefillah, the
very essence of the Beis HaMikdash,
which Hashem calls x7p’> nY’on n°*a°n’a
D0y Y3% — “My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations.” The Ram-
ban further explains that the three wells
Yitzchak dug correspond to the three
Batei Mikdash.)

The Ramban and Kli Yakar explain
that Yitzchak’s narrative in Gerar is not
merely an ancient real estate dispute; it
is the precise blueprint of Jewish history
in exile (Galus):

« Exile & Success: The Jew arrives in a
foreign land (Gerar) wanting only to
live quietly. Hashem blesses him (Vay-
ivarchehu Hashem), and he achieves
extraordinary success.

* Jealousy & Sabotage: Unwilling to
acknowledge Hashem’s hand, the locals
become envious (Vayikneu oto Plish-
tim). They fill up the wells, sabotaging



their own water supply during a fam-
ine just to harm the Jew.

Expulsion & Pursuit: Eventually,
the king demands, “Lech me’imanu”
(“Leave us”). History records over 30
major expulsions of Jews from host
nations. Yet, when Yitzchak moves and
digs again, they pursue him to fight
(Esek and Sitnah).

Redemption: Finally, Yitzchak digs a
third well, naming it Rechovot, “For
now Hashem has made room for us”.
This well represents the Third Beis
HaMikdash and ultimate peace.

Now both questions fall into place:
Answer to Question 1 (Why was
Yitzchak chosen as a Patriarch?):
In a world obsessed with innovation,
Yitzchak’s supreme greatness was
preservation. Without preservation,
there is nothing left to innovate! By
re-digging Avraham’s wells and calling
them by their original names, Yitzchak
taught us that the ultimate anchor of
Jewish survival is Mesorah, holding fast
to our sacred tradition without altering
an iota. This is how we survived the
long, treacherous Galus.

Answer to Question 2 (Why is
Yitzchak connected most to the Beis
HaMikdash?): Yitzchak connects to
the Beis HaMikdash because the Beis
HaMikdash is the site of Tefillah and
the gateway to Geulah. His life proves
that through Mesorah and Emunah, we
guarantee our eventual return to Hash-
em’s Home.

Antisemitism has never destroyed us;

only forgetting who we are can do that.
Today, we witness a breathtaking spiri-
tual awakening among Jews around the
world, from soldiers requesting tzitzit on
the front lines to hostages surviving cap-
tivity through sheer Emunah. When Bar
Kuperstein’s mother was harassed by a
Hamas terrorist demanding she join the
nationwide protests, she responded: “My
son is not in your hands; he is in Hashem’s
hands, and you are too!”

As long as we hold tight to Yitzchak’s
Mesorah, no force on earth can stop us
from reaching what Yitzchak called
Rechovot, the Third Beis HaMikdash!

For more shiurim by Rav Elyada Goldwicht seach
YouTube and Spotify.
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