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Menashe and Aryeh learned together 
at Slice of Torah, Yachad Israel’s weekly 
chevruta program at Yeshivat HaKotel. 

This week’s parsha, Chayei Sarah, teach-
es us a tremendous amount about the spe-
cific positive qualities of a person that are 
most valuable. This can be seen based on 
the criteria Eliezer, Avraham’s servant, 
uses to determine who should be chosen 
as a wife for Yitzchak. Before Eliezer was 
about to go up to the well where he was 
trying to find potential suitors, he davened 
to Hashem for help. More specifically, he 
requested that Hashem let him find a girl 
with a specific quality…

ה  שְְֶׁאֶֶתֶּ אָנָ כַַדֵֵּךְ וְְ יָהָ הַַטִִּי־ רֶשֶׁ מַַֹאֹר אֵֵֶלֶ נַַּעֲֲָרָ אֲֲ ה �ֽהַֽ ָיָָהָ "וְְ
הּ ֹהֹכַַחְְָתָּ לְְעַַבְְדְְּךָ  ה ָתָֹאֹ יךָ אַַשְְֶׁקֶ ה שְְׁתֵֵה וְְגַַם־גְְּמֶַַלֶּ מְְָאָָרָ וְְ

דֶסֶֶחֶ עִִם־אֲֲנִִֹדֹי  שִִָׂעָיָתָ  הּ אֵֵדַַע כִִּי־ ק וָּבָ לְְיִִצְְָחָ
let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, 

lower your jar that I may drink,’ and 
who replies, ‘Drink, and I will also water 
your camels’—let her be the one whom 
You have decreed for Your servant Isaac. 

Thereby shall I know that You have dealt 
graciously with my master.” (Bereishis, 
Parshas Chayei Sarah, 24:14)

Rashi (24:14) on the words ָָּאֹֹתָָהּ הֹֹכַַחְְת 
explains:

נֵֵס  דִִָסָים, וּכְְדַַאי לִִָכָּ ת חֲֲ ֶלֶֶמֶ תְְֶּשֶׁהֵֵא גּוֹ ה הִִיא לוֹ  רְְאוָּיָ
ם ָהָָרָ לֶשֶׁ אַַבְְ בְְּבֵֵיתוֹ 

She is fit for him since she will be char-
itable and will therefore be worthy of 
admission into the house of Abraham”. 

From both the pasuk and Rashi, what is 
the main middah that Eliezer values above 
all? Kindness! The willingness to lend a 
hand. The value of self-sacrifice. That’s 
what Eliezer valued above all. 

Not only was chessed the most import-
ant middah in Eliezer’s eyes, but the Kli 
Yakar adds an additional layer to exactly 
what type of kindness is truly special:
ן  ּתֵּּתִּ י אִִם שֶׁׁ נָּּּמֶּה ּכִּ עּבַּ מִִ תְְֶאֶ מַַָאָר: אֲֲנִִי לֹא  ךְ  לְְָכָ
יךָ  מַַּּלֶּ תֵֵׁה וְְגַַם גְּ יב לִִי ״שְׁ ה אִִם תָּּׁשִׁ ָיָָהָ תּׁוֹת, וְְ לִִי לִִשְׁ
עֲֲלַַת  אּדַּי הִִיא ּבַּ וַַּ זָאָ בְּ ה״ )בארשית דכ:יד(,  ֶקֶׁ אַַשְׁ

ה שֶׁׁאֲֲנִִי שׁוֹאֵֵל ן לִִי יוֹתֵֵר מִִּמַּ ּתֵּּתִּ דִִָסָים שֶׁׁ גְּּמִִילוּת חֲֲ
I will only ask her for a drink, and if 

she responds ‘drink, and I will also water 
your camels,’ then surely she is one who 
performs acts of kindness as she will give 
more than what I ask for.” (Bereishis 24:14)

The Kli Yakar is explaining something 
incredible. What does true kindness 
mean? Not simply giving a person what 
they ask for. It’s going beyond the request. 
Seeing the bigger picture, the deeper 
needs of the person asking, and fulfilling 
those too. Rivka had both those qualities, 
and that was why she was fit to be part 
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of Avraham Avinu’s family, and the Jew-
ish people as a whole. Kindness is in our 
blood. 

 Menashe, who learns daf yomi, and 
has already finished multiple masechtos, 
explains that the importance of kindness 
can be found throughout gemara as well. 
Specifically, Masechtes Chullin, which 
spends the entire 8th perek on the hala-
chos of mixing meat and milk. What is the 
basis for this halacha?

לֹא־תְְבַַשֵֵּׁל גְְּדִִי בַַּחֲֲלֵֵב אִִמּוֹ
You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s 

milk” (Shemot 23:19)
An entire area of halacha, all emitting 

from our commitment to chessed. To not 
disrespect animals, even if they are dead, 
and halachically allowed to be eaten, still, 
we refrain from showing anything less 
than empathy and compassion.
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