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My wife and I along with our three children made aliyah from Baltimore 
in 2004. There were a lot of factors that impacted our aliyah. There was 
9/11 as well as a tremendous amount of crime where we lived. We were 
also blessed to have a Kollel Mitzion. We had a weekly shiur learning 
Eim Habanim Smeacha by Rav Teichtal. At some point, Rav Teichtel notes 
that a Jew says the words "V'Techazenu Eineinu L'shuvecha L'tzion" three 
times a day, which is a yearning to return to Zion, but yet, the Jew doesn't 

take action. This field is one of those magical places that you would never know about if you were just 
visiting Israel. We found out about this field on a local Facebook page about off the beaten path places to 
visit. It was after Pesach and I went with some friends who were visiting from Baltimore. What struck me 
is that you can simply be driving on a road and everything looks "normal" and then, around the corner is 
this field of red anemones as far as the eye can see. We were very lucky because just hours later the field 
was plowed over. Get out. Look around. You never know what you might see.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
  Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: Sun Oct 25

 This week Motzei Shabbat,  Oct. 24th we move the clocks back 1 hour.
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In the month of Elul, 1995, when I was 
attending Yeshivat Shilo, I came home for 
Shabbat to my parents’ house in Har Nof. 
That Motzei Shabbat, there was a shiur 
in preparation for Rosh Hashanah given 
by Rabbi Dovid Orlofsky, a former NCSY 
regional director. The shiur was about the 
importance of kavanah (concentration and 
intention) in davening, and not only was 
the shiur interesting, it was also very fun-
ny, in Rabbi Orlofsky’s unique style. But 
one moment in particular from that eve-
ning has stayed with me ever since.

Rabbi Orlofsky spoke about how so many 
times we are davening while our minds are 
elsewhere, running on autopilot. Suddenly, 
we realize halfway through a prayer that 
we weren’t paying any attention to what 
we were saying. I recognized that moment 
very well, as I’m sure many of you do as 
well. So what should we do when we have 
that realization? He advised that we should 
stop, stand still for a second, and try to 
have kavanah in at least the one beracha 
we are about to say.

At the time in yeshiva, I had decided to 
focus on working on my kavanah in tefil-
lah. I studied the sources regarding the 
importance of kavanah in davening, and I 
discovered that the first beracha of Shem-
oneh Esrei, Magen Avraham, is the beracha 
in which kavanah matters most. In fact, 
the halacha is that ideally, someone who 
did not have kavanah in that first beracha 
should actually go back and say it again. 
(However, we generally hold that nowa-
days, a person should not repeat Shemoneh 
Esrei, because unfortunately, chances are 
that the person will not have kavanah the 
second time either.) I was determined to 
make sure that I would devote time to that 
first beracha every time I davened, because I 
realized that there is a special reason for it.

When reading this week’s parsha, we see 
the tremendous challenges Avraham Avinu 
faced because of his emunah (faith and trust) 
in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, in a generation 
where nobody else had this emunah. Avra-
ham Avinu was an ivri, standing on his own 
against the entire world. With his emunah 
in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, he listened to the 
command and literally picked up his life and 
moved to an unknown land, just because 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him to do so.

I am sure that many people reading 
Torah Tidbits right now are thinking of 
the day they picked up and left the Unit-
ed States, Canada, Great Britain, Australia, 
South Africa, New Zealand, France, and 
the many other countries our readers 
come from. You, dear reader, understand 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel | aberman@ouisrael.org

In loving memory of
our father, grandfather  
and great-grandfather

Rabbi Samuel Adelman z”l
of Denver Colorado
on his 60th yahrzeit

Tuesday, October 27th, ט”ז מרחשון

Founder and Chairman  
of the Youth Torah Pilgrimage  

in 1953 - the beginning of NCSY
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the challenge that Avraham undertook 
better than many others, because you lived 
through a similar kind of experience.

My parents making aliyah with us in 
1985 was in some ways much harder than 
it is today. Back then, there were not near-
ly as many flights going back and forth 
between New York and Israel, they were 
expensive, and not nearly as comfortable 
as they are today. Once you were in Israel, 
it was hard to stay connected. There was 
no WhatsApp, no FaceTime, and no Zoom. 
Back then it was aerograms. Back then it 
was seven shekels a minute on a Bezeq 
line, if you even had a Bezeq line.

A lot has changed, but that doesn’t mean 
that making aliyah isn’t a challenge today. 
No matter what, it will always be hard 
to say goodbye to loved ones and to your 
community, to look for a new job, and to 
learn a new language and a new culture. 
That is one of the reasons that we at OU 
Israel, together with other organizations, 
are doing our utmost to make sure that the 
absorption process in Israel is as easy and 
as comfortable as possible, on a spiritual 
level, an educational level, and a commu-
nity level. I want to take this opportunity to 
praise Esti Moskowitz, OU Israel’s Director 
of Anglo Engagement and Programming in 
Israel, who oversees the programs we run 
for English speakers across the country. 
Hearing feedback from so many people 
who tell me that their aliyah process has 
become so much more enjoyable, and that 
their settling in Israel has been so much 
more successful because of OU Israel’s pro-
grams, is truly an incredible feeling.

But when I think of Avraham Avinu, I 
think of the mesirut nefesh he had, the love 
he had for HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and the 

passion he had for doing what nobody else 
in the world was doing: believing in God 
and listening to God, together with Sarah. 
He stood strong in every single nisayon 
he was given, from leaving Charan and 
going to the land of Canaan, to standing up 
against the entire world, and ultimately, as 
we will see in next week’s parsha, to being 
willing to sacrifice his son Yitzchak, his 
only son from Sarah, because HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu told him to do so. That just goes 
to show what a giant Avraham Avinu was.

Therefore, when we think about the 
beracha of Magen Avraham, we should 
remember that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
gave us a forefather who literally showed 
us what it means, as they say in Hebrew, 
to go ba’esh u’vamayim, through fire and 
water, with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. And if 
we emulate him, we will go far. Avraham 
Avinu always trusted HaKadosh Baruch Hu, 
and HaKadosh Baruch Hu was always there 
protecting him. Hachnasat orchim (having 
guests in our homes), doing brit milah, 
making aliyah, fighting enemies, these are 
things that we continue to do today that are 
walking in the footsteps of Avraham Avinu. 

So it makes so much sense that this 
beracha in particular requires kavanah, 
because it is so much the essence of who 
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we are. And just as HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
was a magen, a shield, for Avraham Avinu 
then, b’ezrat Hashem, if we have the right 
kavanah, HaKadosh Baruch Hu will contin-
ue protecting Klal Yisrael today.

Recently, I got a call from a friend. He told 
me, “Avi, miracles are happening every day 
that don’t make the news. HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu is clearly protecting our soldiers and our 
civilians. Just look at what happened on that 
FlyDubai flight a few weeks ago! He is giv-
ing us endless siyata d’shmaya - He really is 
Magen Avraham.” He told me that a num-
ber of months ago, he took it upon himself 
to make sure to have kavanah in the first 
beracha of Shemoneh Esrei every single 
time he davens, in the zechut of Klal Yisrael 
wherever they are, asking that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu watch over them, and especially 
over our security forces and soldiers.

I told him that I think it is a beautiful 
idea. I know many people say Tehillim, 
many people are doing chesed, and much 
more, for the merit of the success and 
safety of our soldiers. What about Magen 
Avraham? We know that halachically, this 
beracha is so important that we are all 
supposed to have kavanah in it anyway, so 
maybe this is something more of us should 

try. Some people might take it upon them-
selves for a day, some for a week, a month, 
or a year, to make sure to have kavanah in 
the first beracha of Shemoneh Esrei, Magen 
Avraham.

Before making a decision about wheth-
er to accept this, as you sit and read this 
week’s parsha, think about the tremendous 
love that Avraham Avinu had for HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. Then think about the tremen-
dous love that our dear soldiers have for 
the people of Israel, the Land of Israel, and 
the heritage of the Jewish people. They 
act with mesirut nefesh and love for Klal 
Yisrael, risking their lives at all times. Let 
us each take upon ourselves, for as long 
as we possibly can, to have kavanah in the 
first beracha of Shemoneh Esrei, Magen 
Avraham. I think the perfect time to do so 
is as we finish reading this week’s parsha 
in shul. If you are reading this afterwards, 
you can accept it upon yourself then.

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu continue pro-
tecting Klal Yisrael. May we continue lis-
tening to all the commands of Lech Lecha, 
and we should merit to see Har HaMoriah 
rebuilt, with the Beit HaMikdash standing 
on it as it is supposed to. Hopefully, this 
Chanukah we will be celebrating not only 
the miracles that happened then in the Beit 
HaMikdash, but the miracles happening in 
our own day in the Beit HaMikdash. And 
b’ezrat Hashem, this coming Pesach we 
should see all of Klal Yisrael coming to the 
Beit HaMikdash to bring the Korban Pesach.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned  
from this Torah Tidbits  

and the zemirot sung this Shabbat  
be in loving memory of

Dr. Abba E. Borowich z”l
 אבא מנחם בן 

שמואל צבי ויפה זעלדע ז”ל
on his 2nd yahrzeit - י”ג מר-חשוון

Sandy Borowich  
& Yaari, Galitzer,

and Milstein families
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LECH LECHA
The parsha introduces the Jewish people. 

Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel. He is 
promised the Land, spends time in Egypt due 
to a famine, separates from Lot due to their 
great wealth, and rescues Lot when he is tak-
en captive in war. Avraham is again prom-
ised the Land, though told his descendants 
will spend 400 years in slavery. Sarah has 
no child, Hagar bears Yishmael, Avraham is 
promised that Sarah will bear a child. He is 
given the mitzvah of mila, circumcision, as a 
sign of the covenant. 

1ST ALIYA (12:1-13)
Avram (while we refer to him 

as Avraham his name begins as 
Avram and is only changed later) is told to 
journey to the Land he will be shown. There 
he will achieve fame, fortune and family. 
The family journeys, arriving at Shechem as 
their first stop. G-d appears to Avraham and 
promises him the Land. He builds an altar. 
A famine forces the family to seek relief in 
Egypt.

Our parsha introduces promises. 
G-d makes promises to man. This is a radi-

cal notion. That G-d would have demands of 
man makes sense. But that He would make 
promises to man? That is radical. 

We know nothing of Avraham who gets 
these unsolicited promises. Though we will 
come to know Avraham as a great man, the 
Torah is mum on any background to receiv-
ing these promises. 

But that is the point. For it is a story of 

G-d’s desire for a people – it is His reach to 
us. His reach to man, not man’s reach to Him.

Our parsha will be the story of the 
promises.

Avraham is given three personal promises 
and upon entry into the Land, one national 
one. He is told he will have fame, fortune and 
family. And his people will inherit the Land. 

2ND ALIYA (12:14-13:4)
The family goes to Egypt fleeing 

famine. Paro sees Sarah and she 
is taken to his palace. Avraham is lavished 
with wealth because of her. Paro sends them 
away. The family returns to where they 
began, laden with wealth, to call in the name 
of G-d.

Avraham’s 3 promises, fame, fortune and 
family, will be fulfilled one by one.

First, fortune. Avraham journeys to Egypt 
in a famine, returning to the Land of Israel 
laden with wealth. The promise of fortune 
has come to be. 

Avraham builds an altar. He will build 4 
altars, calling in the name of G-d.

3RD ALIYA (13:5-18)
The herds of Avraham and Lot 

are so numerous that their shep-
herds quarrel. They need to separate. Avra-
ham allows Lot to choose – you go left, I right. 
You go right, I left. Lot chooses the lush area 
he sees around Sodom and Gemora. Avra-
ham is told by G-d to look over the Land for 
he will have it all forever. And his children 
will be as numerous as the sand of the earth. 
He moves to Hevron and builds an altar.

The promise that G-d made to Avraham 

ALIYA BY ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA Israel Region
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when He told him to journey to the Land was 
“I will Bless you”, meaning, you will have 
success financially. Wow, that happened fast. 
And no small fortune; Avraham and Lot have 
vast flocks.

But besides the promises of fame, fortune 
and family, the promise of the Land of Israel 
is the big one.

This promise is repeated to Avraham 
5 times in the parsha, each time adding 
something.

The first promise was when he entered the 
Land and was simple. “This Land is given 
to your descendants.” This time both those 
pieces are expanded. This whole Land, as far 
as you can see, north, south, east, west. And 
your descendants? As numerous as dust of 
the earth. Lots of land. And lots of family.

4TH ALIYA (14:1-20)
4 Kings make war with 5 Kings. 

Lot is taken captive. Avraham res-
cues him, returning all the spoils and cap-
tives. The King of Sodom comes out to greet 
Avraham, as does Malchizedek the King and 
Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek blesses Avra-
ham to G-d and blesses G-d for protecting 
Avraham.

This story of the war of the Kings con-
cludes with the promise of fame achieved. 
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham finds 
himself in the company of Kings. Avraham 
has become famous. That is promise number 
2. 

And of note is the religious language of 
Malchizedek, blessing Avraham with G-d’s 
name. Avraham has used his fame to com-
municate his faith. People speak G-d talk 
around Avraham.

2 of the 3 promises Avraham received, 
those of fame and of fortune have been 
achieved. The remaining 2 – of children and 

of inheriting this Land are tougher. 
And while this story of the war concludes 

with fame achieved, it also must give Avra-
ham some concern. G-d did not promise a 
deserted land to Avraham; this pitched bat-
tle of 9 kings belies that. He has been prom-
ised that he will inherit a Land that is hotly 
contested. 

While man could, on his own, achieve for-
tune and fame, a childless elderly couple can-
not achieve children and the Land without 
Divine intervention.

5TH ALIYA (14:21-15:6)
The King of Sodom offers Avra-

ham the spoils; Avraham demurs. 
G-d promises Avraham that he need not fear, 
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham 
protests – I have no children. G-d promises 
that his children will inherit his promises. 
He shows him the stars and promises that his 
children will be like those. Avraham believes 
Him.

The promise that his children will inherit 
the Land is expanded again.

In the first of his challenges to G-d, Avra-
ham wonders: how can You Promise the 
Land to my children when I don’t have any? 
A good point.

G-d reiterates. Don’t think that I was wax-
ing eloquent in promising the Land to your 
children and that I didn’t mean your chil-
dren literally. Avraham, maybe you think I 
meant your spiritual heirs. You know, not 
real blood children, but your followers. No. 
I mean your children, your flesh and blood 
children. And they will be as the stars.

6TH ALIYA (15:7-17:6)
After promising Avraham that 

he will have children, G-d again 
promises to him that He will give him the 
Land of Israel. Avraham queries as to how 
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Land. It will take exile and return. How long? 
Who? 

Juxtaposed to this deep sleep revelation 
that My promise that your children will 
inherit the Land does not mean your chil-
dren, but rather your distant descendants 
comes the story of the birth of Yishmael from 
Hagar.

While we are on the subject of promises 
now being a little less literal, a little vague, 
maybe my child is referring to Yishmael. Per-
haps he will be my heir.

And maybe this story of Hagar’s banish-
ment and return is that very story of exile of 
my people that I was told in that foggy vision. 

Hagar and Yishmael are sent away. Afflict-
ed. Then returns. Is that what the dream 
meant? 

A promise is made to Hagar and Yishmael. 
Yishmael will be an international force to 
reckon with. Yishmael will be a great nation 
in this rough and tumble world of ours, 
where people struggle and prosper. He will 
be good at that. 

But that is not the legacy of Avraham. 
Avraham will be a great nation by virtue of 
the covenant with G-d.

The Torah is contrasting a nation, Yishma-
el, unconfronted by G-d, living in this world, 
down here on earth, void of the mystery of 
the spiritual world, the world of the Divine. 
Avraham’s nation is to be guided by the 
Divine Hand, engaging with Him, achieving 
its greatness in the elevated world of mystery 
and spirit, the Divine world. 

We will see this exact same parallel in the 
journey of Hagar and Yishmael and Avra-
ham and Yitzchak at the Akeida. An earthly 
story paralleling an elevated story.

7TH ALIYA (17:7-27)
Avraham is told to circumcise 

he will know this for certain. In a dramatic 
ceremony of cut birds and a deep sleep, Avra-
ham is told his children will be strangers 
and afflicted in a foreign land for 400 years, 
leaving with great wealth. Avraham will die 
in peace. G-d makes a covenant to give the 
Land to Avraham’s offspring. Sarah has no 
child. She gives Hagar to Avraham and Hagar 
becomes pregnant. Sarah sends Hagar away. 
An angel tells her that her offspring will be 
many. Her child will be cantankerous but 
powerful. Avraham is 86 when Yishmael 
is born. At age 99 Avraham is told to walk 
before G-d. His name is changed to Avraham. 

While Avraham has been assured that 
his flesh and blood children will inherit the 
Land, that the promise is to be taken literally, 
the Brit bein habetarim, this description goes 
the other way. For the first time, Avraham is 
told that the promise of the Land will not 
be fulfilled in his time. His children will be 
slaves, afflicted, and leave with wealth after 
many years. And then come to the Land.

This information will hang like a cloud 
over the rest of Breishit. Is 400 years literal 
or figurative? You know, a long time. Avra-
ham, you will not see your family taking this 

May the learning  
in this week’s Torah Tidbits  
be לעילוי נשמה our beloved 

Cantor Martin Horowitz z”l
on his 32nd Yahrtzeit on טז חשון

His life was an example to all  
for living a life of chesed  

and bringing literally hundreds  
to a life of Torah and Mitzvot!
Mina & Howard Millendorf 

Sharon, Shlomo Elior, Amiad,
and Yagel Rabinowitz
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his family as a sign of the covenant between 
him and G-d. He is startled at the promise 
that Sarah will have a child at age 90, he 99. 
He suggests that Yishmael could be the next 
generation of the Jewish people. No, while 
Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak will be the 
next generation.

Avraham is reluctant to give up on Yishma-
el as the heir to the Jewish people. Perhaps 
this is Avraham’s persistent kindness – he 
sees good, even greatness in Yishmael. 

The heir? It is not to be Yishmael. It is to be 
Sarah’s son, Yitzchak. 

Greatness comes in different shapes and 
sizes. Yishmael is great in his way, the ways 
of this world. Yitzchak will be great in a dif-
ferent way, in the world of the spirit, of the 
Divine, of ethics. There is greatness amongst 
the nations of the world: but Jewish great-
ness is different. ■

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and 
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing: 
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from 
the foundation and external), basements, 
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola 
construction and enclosure of balconies with 
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel  
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor 
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation  
with no obligation.

Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center

S c h e d u l e  a n 
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o d a y

02-674-3888
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100% Satisfaction
We guarantee that you 
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and 
certified technicians.

Designers & Architects
Send your plans for 
free engineering.

 02-628-8282
AIR CONDITIONING
Engineering, Design & Installation

or Email  us at info@tzviair.com

A CHARMING PROPERTY IN AN
EXCELLENT LOCATION IN RAMOT,

ON SHECHTMAN STREET!

Corner cottage featuring 7 rooms, 220 sqm of living
space, a separate clinic/office with its own entrance,
a huge garden, and an exceptionally large built-up
area.

Roth Anglia Ramot
Contact Yonatan: 052-267-4591

www.roth-anglia.com
יונתן רוט | רישיון תיווך: 3974194

8,300,000 NIS
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For Sale in Efrat 
Rimon: 6.5 room cottage, 
175m 3,850,000 NIS 
Te'ena: Stunning 7 room semi-
attached home 220m 5,250,000 NIS 
Zayit: Great 4 room apt. in the 
Olive project 3,890,000 NIS 
Zayit: Duplex Garden apt. 180m, 
6 rooms 4,550,000 NIS 
Zayit: Brand new 150 m garden 
apt. Pitum Haketoret St. 
4.750.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4.5 room 140m apt. 
2.575.000 NIS 
Dagan: 5 room garden apt. 
3.550.000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

Reupholstery in fabric or leather 

Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes

Highly skilled & Professional Work 

Trained in Italy

23 years in business

Fine reupholstery and 
leather repairs

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable? 

Beautifully restored, built to last

Jonathan Pront
052-2388731

jpront@gmail.com
Servicing most of 

the country

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER
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The Lord said to Abram: ‘Go – from your 
land, your birthplace, and your father’s 
house - to the land that I will show you.’ 
(Gen. 12:1)

These words are among the most conse-
quential in the history of humankind. In 
that very moment a new faith was born, 
one that has lasted for two-thirds of the 
course of civilization and remains young 
and vigorous today. Not only did Abraham 
give rise to what today we call Judaism. 
He was also the inspiration of two other 
religions - Christianity and Islam - both 
of which trace their descent, biological or 
spiritual, to him, and which now number 
among their adherents more than half the 
six billion people on the face of the earth.1

There was no one like Abraham, yet the 
Torah is exceptionally understated in its 

1. These figures were accurate at the time of 
writing in August 2008, although today they 
would need adjusting when quoted, to account 
for the expanded world population.

account of him. As children we learned 
that he was the first iconoclast, the person 
who, while still young, broke the idols in his 
father’s house. But this is a Midrash, a tradi-
tion, inferred from hints in the biblical text 
rather than from explicit statements. In the 
pure text of the Torah, we are told nothing 
of his childhood, youth, his early days with 
Sarah, or any other time before the moment 
when God spoke these fateful words to him.

From what we do know, Abraham does 
not fit any conventional image of the reli-
gious hero. He is not, like Noah, the sole 
survivor of a world hastening to its destruc-
tion. He is not, like Moses, a lawgiver and 
liberator. He is not like the later prophets, 
people who spent their life confronting 
kings, wrestling with their contemporaries 
and “speaking truth to power.”

To be sure, he is a man of exemplary vir-
tue. He welcomes strangers and gives them 
food. He fights a battle on behalf of the cities 
of the plain in order to rescue his nephew 
Lot. He prays for them in one of the greatest 
dialogues in religious literature. He patient-
ly waits for a child and then, when the com-
mand comes, is willing to offer him as a sac-
rifice, only to discover that the God of truth 
does not want us to sacrifice our children 
but to cherish them. But if we were asked to 
characterise him with adjectives, the words 
that spring to mind – gentle, kind, gracious 
– are not those usually associated with the 

The Heroism of Ordinary Life

COVERNANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

לעלוי נשמת

Howard Israel z”l
חיים ישראל פינחס

בן משה אהרון א”ה
on his 14th yahrtzeit  

12 MarCheshvan
In loving memory

Susan Israel and Family
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN 

COLONY  

In Old Katamon.  
Newly renovated like brand 
new apartment on quiet 
street. 102 sqm with 3 
bedrooms and 2 full bath-
rooms- terrace and view, 
safe room and Shabbat 
elevator.  
Price: 5,500,000 NIS

Fantastic townhouse for 
sale in Old Katamon.  
Total living space 255 sqm 
plus 74 sqm registered 
garden. Move in ready.  
Call for more information

Opportunity to buy two 
properties in old Katamon.  
Primary residence 141 sqm 
built as 4 bedrooms and 
2.5 bathrooms.  
Additional unit of 19 sqm.  
Large garden in private use 
of this apartment.    
Price 7,800,000

Historic semi attached 
villa for sale with permits 
to build 400 sqm with un-
derground parking in the 
GREEK COLONY. Finished 
by one of Jerusalem’s  
finest contractors. Call for 
more information

Harav Berlin 116 sqm.  
Good condition 

Price: 5,200,000 NIS

founder of a new faith. They are the kind of 
attributes to which any of us could aspire. 
None of us can be an Abraham, but all of us 
can take him as a role-model. Perhaps that 
is the deepest lesson of all.

In Sincerity and Authenticity, Lionel Trill-
ing made the following comment:

Not all cultures develop the idea of the 
heroic. I once had occasion to observe in 
connection with Wordsworth that in the 
rabbinical literature there is no touch of 
the heroic idea. The rabbis, in speaking of 
virtue, never mention the virtue of courage, 
which Aristotle regarded as basic to the 
heroic character. The indifference of the 
rabbis to the idea of courage is the more 
remarkable in that they knew that many 
of their number would die for their faith. 
What is especially to our point is that, as eth-
ical beings, the rabbis never see themselves 
– it is as if the commandment which forbade 
the making of images extended to their way 
of conceiving the personal moral existence 
as well.

Trilling is not quite accurate. The rab-
bis did speak of courage, gevurah. But he 
is right to say that Judaism did not have 
heroes in the way the Greeks and other 
cultures did. A hero is one convinced of 
his own importance. He or she is conscious 
of playing a part on the world stage under 
the admiring gaze of their contemporaries. 
The rabbis, said Trilling, “would have been 
quite ready to understand the definition 
of the hero as an actor and to say that, as 
such, he was undeserving of the attention of 
serious men.” Abraham is the paradigm of 
an unheroic hero, one who (in Maimonides’ 
lovely phrase) “does what is right because 
it is right”2 and not for the sake of popular-

2. Hilchot Teshuvah, Chapter 10, Law 2.
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ity or fame. If we were to define Judaism in 
Abrahamic terms it would be the heroism of 
ordinary life, being willing to live by one’s 
convictions though all the world thinks oth-
erwise, being true to the call of eternity, not 
the noise of now. Which brings us to the key 
phrase, the first words of God to the bear-
er of a new covenant: Lech Lecha. Is there, 
already in these two words, a hint of what 
was to come?

Rashi, following an ancient exegetical tra-
dition, translates the phrase as “journey for 
yourself” (Rashi, Gen. 12:1). He suggests that 
these words really meant, “Travel for your 
own benefit and good. There I will make 
you into a great nation; here you will not 
have the merit of having children.” Some-
times we have to give up our past in order to 
acquire a future. God was already teaching 
Abraham that what seems like a sacrifice is, 
in the long run, not so. Abraham was about 
to say goodbye to the things that mean most 
to us – our land, our birthplace and our par-
ents’ homes, the places where we belong. It 
was a journey from the familiar to the unfa-
miliar, a leap into the unknown. To be able 
to make that leap involves trust – in Abra-
ham’s case, trust not in visible power but in 
the voice of the invisible God. At the end of 
it, however, Abraham would discover that 
he had achieved something he could not 
have done otherwise. He would give birth 
to a new nation whose greatness consisted 
precisely in the ability to live by that voice 
and create something new in the history of 
humankind. Lech Lecha therefore means 
more than “Go”. It means, “Go for yourself.”

Another midrashic interpretation takes 
the phrase to mean “Go with yourself” – 
meaning, by travelling from place to place 
you will extend your influence not over one 

land but many:
When the Holy One said to Abraham, 

“Leave your land, your birthplace and 
your father’s house . . .” what did Abraham 
resemble? A jar of scent with a tight-fitting 
lid put away in a corner so that its fragrance 
could not go forth. As soon as it was moved 
from that place and opened, its fragrance 
began to spread. So the Holy One said to 
Abraham, “Abraham, many good deeds are 
in you. Travel about from place to place, so 
that the greatness of your name will go forth 
in My world.” (Bereishit Rabbah 39:2.)

Abraham was commanded to leave his 
place in order to testify to the existence of 
a God not bounded by place – Creator and 
Sovereign of the entire universe. Abraham 
and Sarah were to be like perfume, leaving 
a trace of their presence wherever they 
went. Implicit in this Midrash is the idea 
that the fate of the first Jews already prefig-
ured that of their descendants. They were 
scattered throughout the world in order to 
spread knowledge of God throughout the 
world. Unusually, exile is seen here not as 
punishment but as a necessary corollary 
of a faith that sees God everywhere. ‘Lech 
lecha’ means “Go with yourself” – your 
beliefs, your way of life, your faith.

A third interpretation, this time more 
mystical, takes the phrase to mean, “Go to 
yourself.” The Jewish journey, said R. David 
of Lelov, is a journey to the root of the soul. 
Only in the holy land, said R. Ephraim Land-
schutz, can a Jew find the source of his or 
her being. R. Zushya of Hanipol said, “When 
I get to heaven, they will not ask me, Zushya, 
why were you not Moses? They will ask me, 
Zushya, why were you not Zushya?” Abra-
ham was being asked to leave behind all the 
things that make us someone else – for it is 
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only by taking a long and lonely journey 
that we discover who we truly are. “Go to 
yourself.”

There is, however, a fourth interpretation: 
“Go by yourself.” Only a person willing to 
stand alone, singular and unique can wor-
ship the God who is alone, singular and 
unique. Only one able to leave behind the 
natural sources of identity can encounter 
God who stands above and beyond nature. 
A journey into the unknown is one of the 
greatest possible expressions of freedom. 
God wanted Abraham and his children to 
be a living example of what it is to serve the 
God of freedom, in freedom, for the sake of 
freedom. What does this mean?

Alasdair Macintyre once pointed out that 
there are two kinds of atheist: one who 
does not believe in God, and one for whom 
atheism itself is a kind of religion. Of the 
latter, some of the greatest examples were 
(lapsed, converted, or non-believing) Jews – 
most famously, Spinoza, Marx, and Freud. 
Instead of merely denying the truths of 
Judaism, they set out to provide systematic 
alternatives.

Fundamental to the Torah are two free-
doms: the freedom of God and the freedom 
of human beings. God is not, in Judaism, an 
impersonal force. He acts (in creation, rev-
elation, and redemption) on the basis not of 
necessity but of choice. In choosing to make 
humanity in His own image He endowed 
us, too, with choice. There is no such thing 
as fate or predestination. “I call heaven and 
earth to witness,” said Moses, “that I have 
set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. Therefore choose life.”

It was this that Spinoza, Marx, and Freud 
set out to challenge. Each sought to show 
that we are not free. Man is a predictable 

animal. Our nature and character are 
subject to quasi-scientific laws. There is a 
science of human behaviour as there is a 
science of atoms. History, personal or collec-
tive, is a form of inevitability. We are what 
we are because we could not be otherwise. 
Against this, Judaism is a living protest. 
Abraham and his children were summoned 
to a life of radical freedom – and it is this 
that is at the heart of God’s threefold call.

Marx said that man is a product of social 
forces, themselves shaped by the interests 
of the ruling class, the owners of property 
of which the most significant is land. There-
fore God said to Abraham, Leave your land.

Spinoza said that humans are made by 
innate instincts and biological drives (now-
adays this is called genetic determinism) giv-
en by birth. Therefore God said to Abraham: 
Leave the circumstances of your birth.

Freud said that we are the way we are 
because of the traumas of childhood, the 
influence of our early years, our relation-
ships and rivalries with our parents, espe-
cially our father. Therefore, God said to 
Abraham: Leave your father’s house.

Lech Lecha means: Leave behind you 
all that makes human beings predictable, 
unfree, able to blame others and evade 
responsibility. Abraham’s children were 
summoned to be the people that defied 
the laws of nature because they refused 
to define themselves as the products of 
nature (Nietzsche understood this aspect 
of Judaism particularly well). That is 
not to say that economic or biological or 



20 TORAH TIDBITS 1681 / LECH LECHA

psychological forces have no part to play in 
human behaviour. They do. But with suffi-
cient imagination, determination, discipline 
and courage we can rise above them. Abra-
ham did. So, at most times, did his children.

Those who live within the laws of history 
are subject to the laws of history. Whatever 
is natural, said Maimonides, is subject to 
disintegration and decay. That is what has 
happened to virtually every civilization that 
has appeared on the world’s stage. Abra-
ham, however, was to become the father of 
an am olam, an eternal people that would 
neither disintegrate nor decay. Therefore, it 
had to be a people willing to stand outside 
the laws of nature. What for other nations 
are natural – land, home, family – in Juda-
ism are subjects of religious command. They 
must be striven for. They involve a journey. 
They are not given at the outset, nor can 
they be taken for granted. Abraham was to 
leave behind the things that make most peo-
ple and peoples what they are, and lay the 
foundations for a land, a Jewish home, and a 
family structure responsive not to economic 
forces, biological drives, and psychological 
conflicts but to the word and will of God. 
Lech Lecha in this sense means being pre-
pared to take an often-lonely journey: “Go 
by yourself.” 

To be Jewish, to be a child of Abraham, is 
to have the courage to be different, to chal-
lenge the idols of the age, whatever the idols 
and whichever the age. In an era of poly-
theism, that meant seeing the universe as 
the product of a single creative will – and 
therefore not meaningless but coherent, 
meaningful. 

In an era of slavery, it meant refusing to 
accept the status quo in the name of God, 
instead challenging it in the name of God. 

When power was worshipped, it meant 
constructing a society that cared for the 
powerless: the widow, orphan, and strang-
er. During centuries in which the mass of 
humankind was sunk in ignorance, it meant 
honouring education as the key to human 
dignity and creating schools to provide 
universal literacy. When war was the test 
of humanity, it meant striving for peace. 
In ages of radical individualism like today, 
it means knowing that we are not what we 
own but what we share; not what we buy 
but what we give; that there is something 
higher than appetite and desire – namely 
the call that comes to us, as it came to Abra-
ham, from outside ourselves, summoning us 
to make a contribution to the world.

The (non-Jewish) journalist Andrew Marr 
once wrote that Jews “really have been dif-
ferent; they have enriched the world and 
challenged it.”3 It is that courage to travel 
alone if necessary, to be different, to swim 
against the tide, to speak in an age of rel-
ativism of the absolutes of human dignity 
under the sovereignty of God, that was born 
in the words Lech Lecha. To be a Jew is to be 
willing to hear the still, small voice of eter-
nity urging us to travel, move, go on ahead, 
continuing Abraham’s journey toward that 
unknown destination at the far horizon of 
hope. First we hear of how he began his 
journey. Then we step forward to find our 
own destiny. ■
3. Andrew Marr, The Observer, 14 May 2000.

Rabbi Sacks zt”l was the Former Chief Rabbi of 
the United Hebrew Congregations of the Com-
monwealth. These weekly teachings are part of 
his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on the 
weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

www.noamhomes.com

Featured Listings In
Efrat & Gush Etzion

BS”D

ZAYIT, EFRAT

ZAYIT, EFRAT

ZAYIT, EFRAT

DEKEL, EFRAT

TAMAR, EFRAT

4 BR | 168 sqm

8 BR | 540 sqm

4 BR | 120 sqm

₪3,750,000

₪9,500,000

₪3,890,000

2 BR | 90 sqm

5 BR | 148 sqm

₪2,150,000

₪4,600,000

TAMAR, EFRAT
6 BR | 200 sqm
₪5,900,000

DAGAN, EFRAT
8 BR | 273 sqm
₪10,000,000

ELAZAR
5 BR | 160 sqm
₪3,890,000

ELAZAR
5 BR | 240 sqm
₪5,000,000

NEVE DANIEL
5 BR | 160 sqm
₪4,300,000
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Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation
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The 18% Solution –
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NEXT TO BAKA - EIN GEDI ST.
Boutique building, bright 4 rooms, 110m2, 1st floor., 

balcony,  professionally designed apartment. 
5.300.000  NIS  AGENTS FEE: 2% + VAT

CITY CENTER - HANEVIIM ST. 
Modern, boutique building, 3 rooms, 2 balconies, 
furnished, quiet, parking, designed by architect. 

3.950.000 NIS
BAKA - New penthouse 180m2 on one level, 20m2 

sukkah balcony, 40m2 storeroom (office/clinique).
10.500.000 NIS

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Large 3 bedrooms, sukkah balcony, 
elevator, south facing, covered parking, storeroom.

3.900.000 NIS
NORTH TALPIOT - Boutique building, upgraded 

finishes, 4 large rooms, quiet, 110m2,  3 WC,  
2 bathrooms,  balcony, open view, south /west, 
Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor parking, storeroom.

5.250.000 NIS
BAKA - CHELETZ  ST.

Boutique building, 5 rooms turned into 4, 1st floor, 
135m2, 2 balconies one sukkah 15m2 each, store room, 

Shabbat elevator, safe room, parking.
6.500.000 NIS  MICHAEL 052-320-2488
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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Rabbi Norman Lamm1 delivered a remark-
able drasha on Shabbat Lech Lecha in Octo-
ber 1960, and over sixty-five years later, his 
message remains remarkably relevant.

Rabbi Lamm begins with a striking obser-
vation: our parsha contains two britot, two 
covenants between Hashem and Avraham. 
The first is Brit Bein HaBetarim, the Covenant 
Between the Pieces. The second is Brit Milah, 
the covenant of circumcision. Why does the 
Torah describe both of these experiences as 
a brit? Rabbi Lamm suggests that the answer 
takes us to the very heart of what it means to 
be Jewish.

WHAT IS A BRIT?
The word brit implies a relationship 

between God and man. It is a relationship of 
mutuality, dialogue, and connection. If God is 
merely an abstract idea or philosophical prin-
ciple, it is almost meaningless to speak about 
a brit. A covenant requires a relationship 

1. Rabbi Norman Lamm, Drashot L’Dorot

with a living being. Rabbi Lamm points out 
that the very idea of religion implies a bond 
or a connection that brings two parties togeth-
er. The essence of Judaism, therefore, is not 
simply believing certain things about God. It 
is entering into a relationship with Him. But 
what kind of relationship is it?

Rabbi Lamm offers three possibilities.
1. BRIT IS NOT BARTER

The first possibility is barter. This is a reli-
gious quid pro quo: “I will do something for 
You, God, if You do something for me.” “I'll 
give charity; You take care of my investment 
portfolio.” “I'll fast on Yom Kippur; You give 
me good health.” “I'll say Yizkor; You take care 
of my family.” That is not a covenant. It is a 
transaction. The problem with this approach 
is that it turns Judaism into a form of spiritual 
commerce. We perform mitzvot because we 
expect something in return. This is a distor-
tion of the very concept of brit.

2. BRIT IS NOT MERELY A CONTRACT
The second possibility is more sophisticat-

ed. Perhaps brit means an ongoing contract. I 
don't serve Hashem only when I need some-
thing. I understand that there is an ongoing 
relationship. I follow the Torah, and Hashem 
rewards me. I violate the Torah, and I am 
punished. Certainly, Judaism believes in skhar 
va'onesh, reward and punishment.

Reward and punishment are part of Juda-
ism, but they are not the essence of Judaism. 
Hazal make this point in Pirkei Avot: ּאַַל תִּּהְְיו 

How is Brit Truly Defined?

RABBI SHALOM ROSNER
Rav Kehilla, Ohel Ephraim in Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Rosh Bais Medrash English Speaking Program JCT Machon Lev
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מְּּשִׁׁין אֶֶת הָָרַַב עַַל מְְנָָת לְְקַַבֵּּל פְּּרָָס עֲֲּבָָדִִים הַַמְְׁשַׁ  Do - כַּ
not be like servants who serve their master in 
order to receive a reward. 2 The contract mod-
el is certainly better than barter, but it is still 
not the highest conception of our relationship 
with Hashem.

3. BRIT MEANS COVENANT
The highest conception is covenant. A 

covenant is fundamentally different from a 
transaction or a contract. A transaction says: 
I give something to you, and you give some-
thing to me. A contract says: We 
have obligations to one another. 
A covenant says: We belong to 
one another. That is a radically 
different relationship. Rabbi 
Lamm turns to the two britot 
in our parsha to explain exactly 
what this means.

BRIT BEIN HABETARIM:  
WE ARE BOUND TOGETHER
At the Brit Bein HaBetarim, 

Avraham takes animals and divides them into 
two. Why? As Rabbi Yosef Albo, in the Sefer 
HaIkkarim, explains, the symbolism of this 
brit is profound. A living organism is a unified 
whole. When it is divided into two, each half 
can no longer exist independently. The two 
halves therefore symbolize the two parties to 
a covenant: they have become bound together 
in an inseparable relationship. That is the first 
dimension of brit: Closeness. God and Israel 
are not two unrelated entities. We are bound 
to Hashem, and Hashem has chosen to enter 
into a relationship with us.

Hashem does not need us in any physical 
sense. Yet, He has chosen to make humanity 
part of the purpose of creation. He has cho-
sen to relate to us, command us, communi-
cate with us, and give us a role in bringing His 

2. Pirke Avot 1:3

presence into the world. That is what makes 
the relationship so extraordinary. Hashem is 
not merely above us. He is, so to speak, with 
us. The Torah therefore speaks of Elokeinu - 
“our God.” Rabbi Lamm notes that the posses-
sive language itself expresses intimacy. This is 
not merely God. It is our God. He is the God of 
Avraham. He is the God who enters into a brit. 
That means that Judaism is not merely about 
knowing that God exists. It is about knowing 
that God is here. 

BRIT MILAH:  
THE RELATIONSHIP IS FOREVER

There is another dimension of 
brit. The Brit Milah teaches us 
that the relationship is not only 
intimate; it is permanent. The 
Torah calls circumcision: אוֹת 
A sign of the covenant.”3“ - בְּּרִִית

The sign is placed permanently 
upon the body. It cannot simply 
be removed when it becomes 

inconvenient. It is indelible and irrevocable. 
That is precisely the message of Brit Milah: 
Our relationship with Hashem is not tem-
porary. We do not enter the covenant when 
we happen to feel inspired and leave it when 
we no longer feel inspired. We do not get to 
say, “This part of Judaism speaks to me, but 
that part doesn't.” We do not renegotiate the 

3. Bereshit 17:11

Rabbi Norman Lamm z”l
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covenant every generation. That is the pow-
er of the covenant: it connects us not only to 
Hashem, but to generations before us and 
generations after us.

A THIRD DIMENSION:  
THE BRIT WITH ONE ANOTHER

Rabbi Lamm introduces a third dimension 
of brit that is perhaps the most important 
one for us today. The covenant does not bind 
us only to Hashem. It also binds us to one 
another. Hashem tells Avraham: - וְְאֶֶעֶֶשְׂׂךָ לְְגוֹי 
דּוֹל  And I will make you into a great nation.4 .גָּ
We are not merely individuals who happen 
to share a religion. We are a people. If I am 
part of the brit, then another Jew is not simply 
another person. We are members of the same 
covenant. That means that the brit creates 
three relationships:
•	 A relationship with Hashem.
•	 A relationship with our heritage.
•	 A relationship with one another.

Perhaps this is the deeper message of the 
two britot in Lech Lecha. Brit Bein HaBetar-
im teaches us that the relationship is one of 
closeness. Brit Milah teaches us that the rela-
tionship is permanent. The broader covenant 
of Avraham teaches us that we are bound 
together as a people.

WE ARE PEOPLE OF THE BRIT
There is something very powerful about the 

fact that a brit is not a feeling. Feelings come 
and go. There are days when we feel inspired, 
and days when we don't. There are moments 
when our emunah feels strong, and moments 
when we struggle. But a brit is deeper than a 
feeling.

A brit says: Even when I don't feel it, I 
belong. That may be one of the greatest gifts 
Judaism gives us. We are not asked to reinvent 

4. Bereshit 12:2

our Judaism every morning. We wake up 
already part of a story. We are connected to 
Avraham and Sarah, to Yitzchak and Rivkah, 
to Yaakov and Rachel and Leah. We are con-
nected to generations who carried the Torah 
through prosperity and persecution, through 
joy and tragedy. Now the covenant is in our 
hands. The question is not simply whether 
we believe in the brit. The question is: What 
are we going to do with it? Will we pass it on? 
Will we make our children feel that Judaism 
is not merely an obligation but a privilege? 
Will we make them feel that being Jewish 
means belonging to something eternal? Will 
we treat other Jews as members of our own 
family? Most importantly, will our lives com-
municate that Hashem is not an abstract idea 
somewhere in heaven, but our God -Elokeinu 
-whose presence accompanies us here and 
now?

That is the challenge of the brit. It is not 
a bargain. It is not merely a contract. It is 
belonging. Perhaps that is the most beautiful 
way to understand what it means to be a Jew: 
I am not simply someone who believes in God. 
I am someone who is in a brit with God. A brit 
means that I am never truly alone. I belong to 
Hashem. I belong to my people. I belong to a 
past that I did not create, and I carry a respon-
sibility for a future that I will not live to see. 
That is what it means to be a ben brit - a child 
of the covenant. It is a responsibility, but it is 
also an extraordinary privilege. ■
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@crossroadsjerusalem

crossroadsjerusalem.org

Yaffo 34, Jerusalem
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Social Workers are here to
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young adults to help them
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In a stunning vision, Hashem shows Avra-
ham Avinu the expanse of stars in the heav-
ens and tells him that his descendants will be 
as vast and as bright. The Torah then relates, 
“Ve’he’emin ba’Hashem vayachsheveha lo tze-
dakah— And [Avraham] believed in Hashem, 
and He accounted it to him as righteousness.” 
(Bereisheet 15:6) Rashi understands that Hash-
em considered Avraham’s emunah that He 
would fulfill His promise without asking for 
a sign to be a special merit and as righteous-
ness. Ramban questions this interpretation. 

Isn’t it obvious that one who speaks with 
Hashem, one who is ready to sacrifice his only 
son, will believe in Hashem and His prophe-
cy?! What then is the novelty that Rashi is 
referring to, that was to Avraham Avinu’s 
credit that he believed?

Rav Pincus zt”l offers a beautiful approach. 
In the blessings of the Haftorah every Shab-
bat we say, “ki beshem kadshecha nishbata lo 
shelo yichbeh neiro le’olam va’ed—for by Your 
Holy Name You swore to him that his candle 
[heir] will not be extinguished forever and 

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
Faculty, OU Israel Center

Righteousness Revealed

4 0 +  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E
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Alan Nevies
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ever…” This is the promise of Jewish eternal-
ity. Likewise, included in the promise, “Koh 
yehiyeh zar’acha—so will be your children” 
(Bereisheet 15:5) is the guarantee that the Jew-
ish people will survive throughout the exiles 
and merit the coming of Mashiach. Avraham 
Avinu understood that ultimately, we all have 
free choice, and justly may not deserve the 
fulfillment of these promises. Yet, despite 
this, Avraham Avinu believed. His emunah 
was believing something beyond the realm 
of the natural or rational course and this was 
regarded by Hashem as an act of extraordi-
nary righteousness. 

It is interesting to note, that although the 
Chasid Ya’avetz also understands this verse to 
be a promise that the Jews will be a nation of 
eternal believers, he maintains that Avraham 
Avinu attributed this great assurance as a “tze-
dakah,” an act of righteousness from Hashem. 

An additional approach to understanding 
Rashi is found in the writings of Rav Elya 
Lopian zt”l.  Avraham Avinu endured a tre-
mendous amount of confrontation, contention 
and hostility in his campaign to introduce 
monotheism to the world. He battled Nimrod 
on more than one occasion and put his life in 
danger numerous times. Our verse teaches us 
that Hashem credited Avraham Avinu every 
time he exhibited aspects of emunah with the 
same reward as when he first demonstrated 
his mesirut nefesh for his belief. Although 
Avraham Avinu’s emunah became stronger 
and stronger until he reached a level of proph-
ecy, his reward never diminished. Hashem 
does not diminish one’s reward even when 
something becomes his natural attitude, rath-
er, he is continuously rewarded based on his 
initial struggle to integrate his beliefs and con-
nection. This is indeed a great righteousness 
from Hashem. ■
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L’chaim!
Rav Yitzchak Zilber, zt’l, legendary cham-

pion of Russian Jewry, was a humble talmid 
chacham and teacher whose incredible 
self sacrifice and dedication inspired and 
strengthened generations of Jews. Having 
been imprisoned in gulags of the former 
Soviet Union, he escaped to Tashkent and 
later arrived in Eretz Yisrael, where he con-
tinued his efforts in teaching Torah around 
the clock. Thousands of Russian olim to the 
Holy Land sought his counsel and Torah 
instruction. 

In the early 1970’s, most Jews from the 
USSR arrived without a bris milah. While 
the country scrambled to accommodate 
the waves of Aliyah, neither the Ministry of 
Absorption nor the Chief Rabbinate were 
prepared for the challenge of providing to 
the masses an opportunity to do this mitz-
vah. The bureaucratic mechanics created a 
waiting period of weeks. As it is extremely 
important not to delay the essential mitzvah 
of milah, Rav Zilber worked feverishly to help 
the olim accomplish it as soon as possible. In 

Yerushalayim, he reconnected with Dr. Yaa-
kov Tzatzkis, a urologist who had performed 
clandestine circumcisions in Moscow. Togeth-
er, they made countless brisim in their own 
homes, and across Eretz Yisrael, for Russian 
Jews of all ages. 

Dr. Tzatzkis recalled: 
After a bris, it's customary to drink l'chaim. 

We would bring a bottle of wine, maybe a 
little vodka to help ease the pain and some 
cookies or cake. Sometimes the baalei simcha 
themselves would bring something.

One cold and rainy day we had the unex-
pected opportunity to perform a bris at 
Bikur Cholim hospital in Yerushalayim. Rav 
Yitzchak suddenly came running to meet me 
at the hospital, and arrived with a bottle of 
wine and some cookies. I saw that he wasn't 
wearing a coat. 

The next day, again, I met him outside with-
out a coat. "Rav Yitzchak, this is not like win-
ter in Moscow, but it is raining and cold! Why 
aren't you wearing a coat?" He mumbled 
something unintelligible. When I pressed 
him further, Rav Yitzchak relented: "OK, so I 
pawned it…." 

I looked at him inquisitively. 
“When you called me to join you for the 

bris yesterday,” he explained, “I ran out of 
the house right away. My wife didn’t have any 
warning to prepare something for the sim-
cha. I didn't have any money in my pockets. 
What was I supposed to do? We needed some 
mezonos and wine to celebrate the bris. So I 
walked into the store on Rechov Strauss down 
the block from the hospital, gave them my 
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coat, and they gave me what I needed. How 
could a Yid enter the covenant of Avraham 
Avinu without a l’chaim to celebrate?

תְֵֵוְשַַׁע שָָׁנִִים וַַיֵֵּרָָא ה׳  עְִִשְׁים שָָׁנָָה  רְָָם בֶֶּן־תִִּ הְִִיְי אַַבְ וַַ
רְָָם אֶֶל־אַַבְ

יְֵֵהְה תָָמִִים פָָנַַי וֶֶ הְַַתְלֵֵּךְ ְלְ וַַיֹאֹמֶֶר אֵֵלָָיו אֲֲנִִי־אֵֵ-ל שַַׁ-דַַּי הִִ
When Avram was ninety-nine years old, 

Hashem appeared to Abram and said to him, 
“I am E-l Sha-dai. Walk in My ways and be 
tamim, wholehearted.
אְֹמְדֹ... אְֹמְדֹ  ךָ בִִּ בְֶֶּרְה אוְֹתְ אְַַוְ נְָָתְּה בְְרִִיתִִי בֵֵּינִִי וּבֵֵינֶֶךָ  אְֶֶוְ  

I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you, and I will make you exceeding-
ly numerous (you will multiply you very 
greatly).
עְֲֲרְךָ  רְמְְשְׁוּ בֵֵּינִִי וּבֵֵינֵֵיכֶֶם וּבֵֵין זַַ  רִִיתִִי אֲֲשֶֶׁר תִִּ זֹאֹת ְבְּ

חֲֲרֶֶיךָ הִִמּוֹל לָָכֶֶם כָָּל־זָָכָָר �ֽאַֽ
This is My covenant, which you shall 

observe between Me and between you and 
between your offspring after you, that every 
male among you be circumcised. (17:1-2, 10)

This was the first time in history that the 
Ribbono Shel Olam invited us all into an 
exclusive, sacred covenant and partnership. 
Milah thus connects us to everyone who came 
before us, as well as everyone who will come 
after us. It opens for us a blessing for nation-
al growth, development and expansion ֹמְְאֹד  ִבִּ
 .מְְאֹדֹ

The practice of milah is rooted in the recog-
nition that Hashem created the world in an 
‘imperfect’ state, and that Hashem’s mitzvos 
are obligations and opportunities to work 
toward improving Creation and perfecting 
the world. The mitzvah of milah has and will 
always remain a defining symbol and sign of 
our commitment to Yidishkeit and to Hashem. 

During the Second Temple period, Gre-
co-Roman culture centered around adu-
lation of the ‘perfect’ human body, and 

specifically the male physique. Meanwhile, 
generations of Jews faced gezeiros, severe 
decrees banning milah, and doing the mitz-
vah required great self-sacrifice. Midrash 
Tanchumah, (Tazria 5) relates a debate 
between the great sage and martyr, the hei-
lgeh Rebbi Akiva, and the evil Roman gover-
nor of Judea, Turnus Rufus:

The wicked Turnus Rufus challenged Rebbi 
Akiva: “Which is better and more beautiful, 
the works of the Almighty, or those of flesh 
and blood? Rebbi Akiva replied, “The works 
of flesh and blood are more beautiful.”

Turnus Rufus then asked, “Why are 
Jews circumcised?” Rebbi Akiva replied, “I 
knew you would ask this and that is why I 
pre-empted you and answered that the works 
of man are superior.” 

Rebbi Akiva then brought sheaves of grain 
and loaves of bread. “These sheaves are the 
works of the Hakadosh Baruch Hu, while 
these loaves are the works of flesh and blood. 

“Are not the loaves superior?”
The Midrash concludes with a lesson that 

the commandments that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu gives us are ף אוֹתָָם בָָּהֶֶם  to purify and ,לְְצֵָָרֵ
further refine us. 

An interpretation of God’s name Sha-dai is 
She’amar l’olamo dai, “The One who said to 
His world, ‘Enough.’” This refers to Hashem 
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halting the expansion and development of 
the world before it would become complete 
or ‘perfect’. In doing so, Hashem left space 
for us to apply our creative efforts to improve 
His world. By holding back from completing 
Creation, Hashem enables us to participate in 
a continuous expansion that is qualitative as 
well as quantitative. 

All of Creation had been ‘yearning’ to be 
more, to be greater, to be fulfilled and self-ac-
tualized. Had Sha-dai not told Creation to 
stop, there would have been no sheaves of 
wheat for Rebbi Akiva to bring before Turnus 
Rufus — for they would have already evolved 
on their own into baked loaves of bread. 

It is the name Sha-dai — this attribute 
which leaves the male body ‘incomplete’ — 
which obliges us to bring a Jewish child into 
the covenant. This is what allows us to partic-
ipate in ‘completing the creation’ of the child’s 

body.

תְַַּפְח לָָכֶֶם אֵֵת אֲֲרֻֻבּוֹת הַַשָָּׁמַַיִִם וַַהֲֲרִִיקֹתִִֹי לָָכֶֶם  אִִם־לֹא אֶֶ
לְִִבְּי־דָָי רְָָבְּכָָה עַַד־

“I will surely open the floodgates of the sky 
for you and pour down blessings on you until 
there will not be sufficient room for them!” 
(Malachi, 3:10)

Gemara (Taanis, 22b) explains this verse: 
“Hashem will bless us ad bli dai, with an 
excess of blessings, beyond that which we 
require, with an abundance so great that דע 
 our lips will be worn“ שיבלו שפתותיכם מלרמו די
out (yivlu) from saying Dai, ‘It is enough!’”

From bread to Bris Milah, may we live with 
the awareness and appreciation that every-
thing is יכֶֶם יֵנֵ י וֵּבֵ יִנִ -between us and Hash“ ,ֵבֵּ
em”; may we celebrate our role and privilege 
as co-creators, with overflowing blessings. 
L’chaim!

Excerpt from newly released Baderech: 
Along the Path of the Torah, (Mosaica 
Press). ■

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp 
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author 
of the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ra-
mat Beit Shemesh with his wife Ora and their 
family.

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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cafés of Azza Street, the Valley of the 
Cross, the Israel Museum, Givat Ram, 
and excellent public transportation. 

Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428
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TOWER NEAR MAHANE YEHUDA 

4.5-room apartment, renovated, 
bright, spacious balcony, safe room, 

Shabbat elevator. In the tower: 
swimming pool, fitness room,  

24/7 security, lobby, hospitality  
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Exclusive! Liora 055-4578978
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Parshat Lech Lecha opens with Hashem's 
instruction to Avram to leave behind his 
ancestral homeland and depart for the Land 
of Israel. It is in this Land that he will become 
a great nation, be blessed and his name will 
become great. Rashi explains that in addi-
tion to Avram's name becoming greatly rec-
ognized for his accomplishments, there is 
more being alluded to in the words- V'Agad-
la Shemecha- and your name will be great. 
זהו ואגדלה שמך, הריני ומסיף אות על שמך, שעד 
עכשיו שמך ארבם כמאן ואילך ארבהם, וארבהם עולה 

מר"ח נכגד אירביו של אדם
And this is the meaning of and I will make 

your name great. I will add a letter to your 
name, for until now, your name was Avram. 
From now on your name will be Avraham, 
and Avraham equals 248, corresponding to 
the parts of the human body.

According to Rashi, when Hashem promis-
es Avram that his name will become great, it 
is an allusion to the fact that Hashem will add 
an additional letter to Avram's name and he 
will be known from then on as Avraham, and 
that the numerical value of his new name 

corresponds the parts of the human body. 
How are we to understand this interpre-
tation offered by Rashi? What is the signif-
icance of Avraham's new,"great name" cor-
responding to the parts of the human body?

In a fascinating teaching, the Avodat Ela-
zar, the Kozshnitzer Rebbe zy'a, explains 
that when we first are introduced to Avram, 
his name connotes that he is the Av Ram- he 
is the "father," if you will, of teaching the 
world about Romemut Hashem - that there 
is one G-d who exists above and beyond this 
world. However, as he enters into Eretz Yis-
rael, his understanding of our relationship 
to Hashem evolves to become more com-
plete as reflected in the promise V'Agadla 
Shemecha your name will become great. His 
new name Avraham which corresponds in 
gematria, to all the various parts which come 
together to form a complete human being, 
represents the transformation to a more 
complete spiritual clarity. Avraham ceases 
to teach the world solely about Romemut 
Hashem- but also begins to teach the world 
about Gadlut Hashem- the greatness of G-d. 

The Rebbe explains further that the term 
Gadlut- greatness can only be measured 
when an item is placed near something that 
is smaller or less than the item that is gadol. 
So too, Avraham's new name represents a 
spiritual evolution in Avraham's own under-
standing of his relationship with Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu, which he begins to share with 
the entire world. 

The name Avram marks the beginning of 
his spiritual journey, teaching others about 
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the one G-d who exists beyond our world, 
however the more sophisticated understand-
ing, represented by his new name Avraham, 
represents a transition where he begins to 
teach the world that Hashem is paradoxi-
cally also gadol - Hashem is great and immi-
nently present in our lives, even as His pres-
ence remains beyond our physical capacity 
to see or grasp. 

Similarly, Rebbe Meir HaLevi of Apta 
zy'a, the Ohr LaShamayim, sees the trans-
formation from ארבם — אב רם to ארבהם - אב 
 as a movement from the lofty and הומן גוים
transcendent to the practical, to experienc-
ing holiness and awareness of Hashem in 
this world. The added ה׳ enables Avraham 
to bring spiritual holiness into human life 
and share it with others. Perhaps this is the 
meaning of “ואגדלה שמך”: true greatness is 
not simply rising higher, but bringing what 
is highest, bringing the Heavenly, into this 
world.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to heed 
each of these powerful teachings, and work 
to embrace the paradox that represents a 
more complete, heightened spiritual aware-
ness: that though Hashem may be physically 
beyond us here in this world, His great pres-
ence is indeed imminent and here with us, 
in each and every moment. ■
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Please check the Community Beit Midrash WhatsApp Group for a link that
will be sent out to hear a virtual shiur "Beyond the Ballot: The Torah's
Vision of Public Responsibility" by Rabbi Jeremy Perlow at 
9:30 a.m. Alternatively, to join the shiur enter the following URL: 
https://meet.google.com/cqm-odob-die

ELECTION DAY
NO IN-PERSON SHIURIM

*Please note this event has been moved from Tuesday to Monday due to Election Day 

*Please note this event has been moved from Tuesday to Monday due to Election Day 
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Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

SHIUR SPONSORS
 RAV ASCHI DICK'S WEEKLY LUNCH  
& LEARN SHIUR AT MASAMERICA

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving 
memory of their parents Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger 

and Herbert & Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha
RAV ASCHI DICK'S WEEKLY SHIUR  

AT MODIIN KOLLEL BOKER
Dedicated by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger  

L'ilui nishmat Yonatan Mordechai  
ben Elisha Tzadok Halevi z'l

 RAV AVI HERZOG'S WEEKLY SHIUR  
AT MODIIN KOLLEL BOKER

Sponsored by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger  
For a refuah shelema for:  

Yoel Yitzchak ben Payah Leah  
and Levi Dov ben Tova Chaya

RABBI IAN SHAFFER'S MODIIN SHIURIM 
Dedicated for the academic year by Barry Michaels  

in loving memory of his wife, parents and brother 
Sarah Malka bat Shmuel a”h, Arieh ben Yaakov z”l

Fraydel bat Aharon a”h, David Ben Arieh z”l
TUESDAYS

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S AND  
RABBI FINKELSTEIN’S SHIURIM -  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH

Dedicated by Philip & Shelley Stein  
in memory of Philip's mother  

Chaya Elka bat Gedalia a”h on her first yahrzeit
REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES' SHIUR 

Dedicated for 2026 in memory of  
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”l by Robyn Pocker

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored for 5787 by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz  

in memory of their parents, 
  ,רפאל יהודה אריה בן מאיר, חנה בת הרב יואל 

זאב בן יהודה צבי & מאטיל בת נתנאל

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored for 5787 by the  

Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"l, 

מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל
 צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

WEDNESDAYS
RABBI ADLER'S SHIUR - WED. OCT. 21ST

Dedicated in memory of  
Bracha Halbfinger-Tal a”h on her yahrzeit
 RABBI GOLDSCHEIDERS'S SHIUR  

WED. OCT. 21ST

Dedicated by Regina Commins for her grandson’s 
new heart and for his Refuah Shlaima.  

Michoel ben Bracha Rena  
In memory of Nina Rovner - ז"לנחמה בת יוסף הלוי ז"ל

Philanthropist, Founder of Shalom Farm Pennsylvania. A 
good heart. - Her Harrisburg Admirers

 RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR - WED. OCT. 28TH

Dedicated on the yahrzeits of Elaine’s parents,  
Fanny & Syd Friedberg z”l,  

by Elaine Friedberg and Bob Dale 
THE WED. MORNING BEIT MIDRASH 

PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA 
Dedicated for the 2026 academic year l'ilui nishmat: 

Daniel ben David and Limud bat Avraham Strauss,  
and Mordechai ben Moshe  

and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus,  
zichronam livracha,  

parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus
RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR 

Sponsored for 5787 by the Frist family  
in memory of their beloved daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן זל

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2026 academic year

  לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDERS'S SHIUR 
 Dedicated לעילו נשמת

 מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

THURSDAYS
RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 

Sponsored by Rabbi Michael & Jeri Laxmeter 
for the refuah shleimah of their granddaughter  

Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona
RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY  

THURSDAY PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR
Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney  
054-281-4604 or donate online: www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

Pri Hadash 
Women’s creative writing workshop 

We are looking for new members 
to join our weekly writing sessions

Every Tuesday, 10:20am-12:20pm  
at the Social Space,  

Rehov Ehad HaAm 5, Jerusalem
Contact Judy Caspi: 054-569-0410
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Book Launch for

They Called It Holy
Physical and Spiritual Intimacy 

Between Man and Woman
by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

Featured speaker: 
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

All are welcome.

Phyllis & Moshe Kuhr with Urim Publications  •  www.UrimPublications.com

Bet Knesset 
Hanasi on 

Ussishkin St.
Jerusalem

Oct 27, 2026 
(Election Day)
7:30 PM
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FOR SALE

  Nahariyah lot on the beach 

  A lot for building a single
     -family home + Zimmer

  ~400 meters from
      waterfront 

  Asking 3.1 m shekels

FOR SALE

  2.5 room apartment

  Pinuy Binuy opportunity

  Owner will receive a new            
     ~100 sqm apartment 

  Asking 3.5 m shekels

Please contact
Eliezer  050-5258080

Kiryat Shmuel
near Rechavia

Nahariyah

Great Investment Opportunities
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A VALLEY OF CONSENSUS

רְָָקְאתוֹ אַַחֲֲרֵֵי שׁוּבוֹ מֵֵהַַכּוֹת אֶֶת  דְֹסְםֹ לִִ צֵֵא מֶֶלֶֶךְ  וַַּיֵּ
לְָָמְּכִִים אֲֲשֶֶׁר אִִתּוֹ אֶֶל עֵֵמֶֶק שָָׁוֵֵה  אְֶֶוְת הַַ לְָָרְעֹמֶֶֹר  דְָָכְּ

הוּא עֵֵמֶֶק הַַמֶֶּלֶֶךְ׃ )י״ד:י״ז(
When he returned from defeating Kedar-
la’omer and the kings with him, the king of 
Sedom came out to meet him in the Valley 
of Shaveh, which is the Valley of the King.
כָָּא בֵֵּית רִִיס  מְַַדְְלְ רש״י: ״עֵֵמֶֶק הַַמֶֶּלֶֶךְ״ – בֵֵּית רֵֵיסָָא 
צְַַלְחֵֵק  יְֻֻמְחָָד לַַמֶֶּלֶֶךְ  לֹשִִׁים קָָנִִים, שֶֶׁהָָיָָה  א׳ שֶֶׁהוּא ְשְׁ
וְשְׁוּ שָָׁם כָָּל הָָאֻֻמּוֹת  רְַַדְשׁ אַַגָָּדָָה עֵֵמֶֶק, שֶֶׁהֻֻ שָָׁם. וּמִִ
קְָָלְצִִין: שִִׂיא אֱֱלֹהִִים וּ רְָָהָָם עֲֲלֵֵיהֶֶם לְִִנְ לְִִמְיכוּ אֶֶת אַַבְ הְִִוְ
“Valley of the King.” – [Onkelos translates 
it as] the king’s racecourse: a hippodrome 
that was thirty “kona” (measuring rods) 
and was set apart for the king’s sport. The 
Midrashic explanation is that it was the 
valley where all the nations unanimously 
agreed (והשוו) in appointing Avraham as 
prince and leader over them.

The victors of the war between the four 
kings and the five kings all gather in a valley 
called Emek Shaveh, the Valley of Equality. 
Rashi explains that after the war, all the kings 
gathered together there. The Midrash adds 
that they built a large platform where they 
essentially crowned Avram. Rashi himself 
doesn’t describe the ceremony, but the idea is 
clear: this is a moment of public recognition. 
Avram had saved everyone. He had ended a 
brutal war that had raged for fourteen years. 
So, this becomes an Avram celebration.

They want to reward him. Melech Sedom 
offers him spoils, but Avram refuses. Beyond 
money, they all pay homage. They acknowl-
edge him. This is the first time Avram 
becomes internationally renowned through 
peace, by ending violence and stabilizing a 
fractured region. This is the first concrete 
realization of “ve’heyei berachah” – “and 
you shall be a blessing” (12:2). Even before 
he is given the name Av Hamon Goyim – the 
Father of a Multitude of Nations – Avram is 
already functioning as a unifying moral fig-
ure on the world stage.

That’s why everyone gathers in Emek 
Shaveh. It’s the valley where there is con-
sensus, where equals come together, where 
Avram is accepted and embraced. And it’s 
hard not to hear something very contem-
porary in this. We hope that recognition of 
our right to the land of Israel grows through 
peace, reconciliation, and what Israel contrib-
utes to humanity. That is the vision of Emek 
Shaveh.

AVRAHAM GOES VERTICAL

פְֹסְרֹ  מְָָיְה וּ וַַיּוֹצֵֵא אֹתֹוֹ הַַחוּצָָה וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר הַַבֶֶּט נָָא הַַשָָּׁמַַ
יְֶֶהְה  פֹּרֹ אֹתָָֹם וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר לוֹ כֹּהֹ יִִ הַַכּוֹכָָבִִים אִִם תּוּכַַל לְִִסְ

עְֶֶרְךָ׃ )ט״ו:ה( זַַ
[Then in the vision, God] took him out-
side and said, “Look toward heaven and 
count the stars, if you are able to count 
them” – continuing, “So shall your off-
spring be.”
שְׁפְּוּטוֹ הוֹצִִיאוֹ  פְִִלְי  רש״י: ״וַַיּוֹצֵֵא אֹתֹוֹ הַַחוּצָָה״ – 

L'zecher Nishmat Imma Morasi Shulamis bat HaRav Shmuel Tzvi Halevi a"h

RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram Yeshivat Har Etzion
Maggid Shiur All Parsha and All Daf, OU.org

ECHOES OF RASHI
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רְָָדְשׁוֹ אָָמַַר  פְִִלְי מִִ אוֹת הַַכּוֹכָָבִִים, וּ מֵֵאָָהֳֳלוֹ לַַחוּץ לְִִרְ
ךָ  ךָ שֶֶׁרָָאִִיתָָ בַַּמַַּזָָּלוֹת שֶֶׁאֵֵיְנְ נִִינוּת שְֶֶׁלְּ טְַַצְְגְ לוֹ צֵֵא מֵֵאִִ
רְָָהָָם  רְָָם אֵֵין לוֹ בֵֵן, אֲֲבָָל אַַבְ הְַַלְעֲֲמִִיד בֵֵּן, אַַבְ עָָתִִיד 
יֵֵשׁ לוֹ בֵֵן, שָָׂרַַי לֹא תֵֵלֵֵד, אֲֲבָָל שָָׂרָָה תֵֵלֵֵד; אֲֲנִִי קוֹרֵֵא 
תְַַּשְׁנֶֶּה הַַמַַּזָָּל. דָָּ״אַַ הוֹצִִיאוֹ מֵֵחֲֲלָָלוֹ  יְִִוְ לָָכֶֶם שֵֵׁם אַַחֵֵר 
שְׁלְוֹן  זְֶֶוְהוּ  לְָָעְה מִִן הַַכּוֹכָָבִִים,  מְַַלְ בְִִּגְיהוֹ  הְִִוְ שֶֶׁל עוֹלָָם 

מְַַלְטָָּה: לְָָעְה  מְַַלְ הַַבָָּטָָה מִִ
“[God] took him outside.” – Its real mean-
ing is: He brought him outside his tent so 
that he could look at the stars. Its Mid-
rashic explanation is: Go forth from (give 
up) your astrological speculations – that 
you have seen by the planets that you 
will not raise a son. Avram will have no 
son but Avraham will have a son; Sarai 
will not bear a child but Sarah will bear. I 
will give you other names, and your des-
tiny will be changed.

Another explanation: He brought him 
forth from the terrestrial sphere, elevating 
him above the stars, and this is why He uses 
the term הבט “look,” when He said “look at 
the heavens” – for this word signifies looking 
from above downward.

The Torah tells us that Hashem speaks to 
Avram, but before that it says, “Vayotzei oso 
ha-chutzah.” For the first stage of this nevuah, 
Hashem takes Avram outside and tells him to 
look at the stars. On the simplest level, this is 
clear. The stars become a metaphor for the 
Jewish people. This is the first appearance of 
what will become a recurring image in Sefer 
Bereishis. There are three major metaphors 
used for Am Yisrael: stars, sand, and dust.

Each carries a different meaning. The 
distinction between sand and dust belongs 
more naturally to Parshas Vayeira, but here 
the focus is on stars.

But Rashi offers additional readings. If the 
point is simply to look at the stars, Hashem 

could have spoken to Avram indoors and 
gestured upward. Why does the Torah stress 
vayotzei oso ha-chutzah – that Hashem took 
him outside? Rashi’s second explanation 
shifts the meaning of chutzah. Rashi reads 
chutzah differently: Avram is being taken 
beyond the power of the stars. Avram had 
begun to doubt whether he would have 
children because, like others of his time, he 
consulted the zodiac. Among the Rishonim, 
there is a well-known debate about astrol-
ogy: whether it is part of a natural order or 
is an empty superstition. For much of the 
ancient world, astrology carried real author-
ity. Avram looked at the stars and saw that 
according to the laws of nature, he was not 
destined to have children. Hashem was tell-
ing him one thing, while the accepted system 
for predicting the future was telling him 
something else.

Hashem tells him: you are different. You 
are not governed by those systems. “Ein 
mazal l’Yisrael.” This phrase means that 
Jewish destiny is not fully bound by the nat-
ural frameworks that govern other nations. 
The ordinary forces of fate and historical 
probability may apply elsewhere, but not 
here. Avram is being taught that his relation-
ship with Hashem places him beyond those 
constraints.

This is not just a private reassurance. 

Flawless 
Service  

25 years+Buying             

Highest Prices      Paid
Member  
Diamond  

 Club

Gold, Jewelry, Silver
WANTEDWANTED

(All  
Types)

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,  
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

*** Alan Sussman, “The Collector” ***
-------------------

052-854-4504
Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

בס״ד
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Hashem is laying the groundwork for Jew-
ish history. A people who survives exile, 
destruction, dispersion, and return cannot 
be explained by ordinary political or cultural 
laws. Eighty years after the Holocaust, after 
losing a third of our people and much of our 
material world, we rebuilt a country. That 
recovery defies normal historical logic. The 
Jewish story has always been asymmetrical. 
We do not move according to the usual rules.

Rashi’s third explanation of vayetzei oso 
ha-chutzah takes the phrase quite literally. 
Rashi’s third explanation goes further. Hash-
em lifts Avram above the stars themselves. 
Avram is taken beyond the natural world 
and looks down from above. He is elevated 
and shown the world from a higher vantage 
point.

That reading is supported by the language 
of the pasuk. Hashem tells Avram, “Habet 
na hashamaymah.” The verb habet usually 
means “to look down.” It implies a position 
above the object being observed. If Hashem is 
instructing Avram to look with the language 
of habet, the language suggests that Avram 
is positioned above the stars and looking 
downward. Avram is being given, at least for 
a moment, a bird’s-eye view of the world – 
kevayachol, a God’s-eye view.

Why does that matter? This moment car-
ries a larger message. Jewish destiny includes 

responsibility for the broader world. When 
you are responsible for something, responsi-
bility requires seeing the larger picture. The 
world becomes, in some measure, a pikadon 
entrusted to Avram.

Kevayachol, just as Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
looks upon the world He created and takes 
responsibility for it, Avram is being trained 
to see the world as something placed, in part, 
in his care. The stars therefore represent 
more than numbers or transcendence. They 
also point toward responsibility for the world 
below.

What makes this especially striking is that 
earlier generations who studied this Rashi 
could not visualize the globe. They had never 
seen the earth from above. But we can. We 
have images of the planet, of continents and 
oceans, of a fragile, interconnected world. We 
understand planetary responsibility in ways 
they could not. This allows us, in a small way, 
to imagine what Avram was shown – to pic-
ture him standing above the world, looking 
down at it, and understanding that part of his 
mission is to care for the world.

Seen this way, Rashi’s explanations steadi-
ly widen Avram’s perspective. He begins 
by looking at the stars, moves beyond their 
influence, and eventually sees the world from 
above. His chosenness carries responsibility 
for the world beneath him.

THE ALARM CLOCK OF HISTORY

אוּ  אְַַוְחֲֲרֵֵי כֵֵן יְֵֵצְ גְַַוְם אֶֶת הַַגּוֹי אֲֲשֶֶׁר יַַעֲֲבֹדֹוּ דָָּן אָָנֹכִִֹי 
כְֻֻרְשׁ גָָּדוֹל׃ )ט״ו:י״ד( בִִּ

and also the nation they shall serve i will 
judge, and in the end, they shall go free 
with great wealth.
כְֻֻלְיּוֹת, שֶֶׁאַַף  רְַַלְבּוֹת ד׳ מַַ גְַַוְם  גְַַוְם אֶֶת הַַגּוֹי״ –  רש״י: ״

רְָָשְׂאֵֵל: דוּ אֶֶת יִִ ְבְְּעְ הֵֵן כָָּלִִים עַַל שֶֶׁשִִּׁ
“and also the nation.” – the word “and 

Living in Carmei Gat and helping families with
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PROPERTY
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BUYING &
SELLING

REAL ESTATE AGENT
CARMEI GAT

RENTALS PRE MOVE-IN
ASSISTANCE
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beithillelhomes.com
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Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Echoes of Rashi is available 
at: taraginbooks.com.

of

Rabbi Moshe Taragin

WEISZ EDITION

Echoes
Rashi 

also” includes the four monarchies (of 
the book of daniel) who also will perish 
because they enslaved israel.

One of the most climactic moments in Lech 
Lecha is the Bris Bein HaBesarim, in which 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu reveals to Avraham 
the burden and destiny of being Jewish. You 
will be chosen. And because you are chosen, 
you will be hated. You will be a stranger in 
a foreign land. You will suffer in Mitzrayim 
for four hundred years. But one day, I will 
redeem you, and I will return you to Eretz 
Yisrael. This is the historical covenant, the 
covenant of destiny.

When Hashem describes the redemption 
from Mitzrayim, He says, “V’gam es hagoy 
asher ya’avodu dan anochi” – the nation that 
enslaves you, I will also judge. But the pasuk 
begins with the word “v’gam.” Grammatical-
ly, it should have said simply es hagoy asher 
ya’avodu. Why v’gam? Rashi explains: l’rabos 
daled malchuyos.

Rashi expands the pasuk beyond Egypt. 
Mitzrayim becomes the template for later 
Jewish history.

That distinction matters. The bris milah is 
the personal covenant; you mark your body, 
your identity, your private commitment. The 
Bris Bein HaBesarim, however, is the cove-
nant of history. It defines the Jewish mission, 

and it also explains why that mission pro-
vokes hostility. Whenever people don’t like 
the message, they attack the messenger. We 
are the alarm clock of history. No one likes to 
be woken up, so they smash the clock. Mitz-
rayim is the first instance, but v’gam tells us 
this pattern will repeat itself again and again.

That’s why the redemption from Egypt is 
called leil shimurim: a night that is guarded or 
reserved. What happened in Egypt will hap-
pen again, both the suffering and the redemp-
tion. Our experience of foreign rule extended 
far beyond the four hundred years of Egypt. 
The bris therefore describes Egypt itself while 
also anticipating later Jewish history. ■

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com
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  YESHAYAHU 40:27 - 41:16
 When someone we care about is strug-

gling, how do we know what will help—a 
word of encouragement, practical assis-
tance, or simply our presence?

 In this week’s Haftorah, Hashem reas-
sures the Jewish people: ָמְּּך  אַַל תִּּירָָא כִּּי ִעִ
י  Do not fear, for I am with you. He ,אִָָנִ
then offers three expressions of support: 
י דְְִצִִקִ ין  מַַּתְּכְְתִּּיךָ בִּּיִמִ צְְּמִַּאִתִּּיךָ אַַף עֲֲזַַרְְתִּּיךָ אַַף   , I 
strengthen you, I help you, and I uphold you 
with My righteous right hand (Yeshayahu 
41:10).

 The Malbim explains that each expres-
sion adds a dimension. “צמאתיך” means 
giving us the strength to stand on our own 
against an enemy. “רזעתיך” adds active 
assistance. “תמכתיך” describes support that 
keeps us from falling. His image is striking: 
a devoted friend holding someone upright 
with one hand while fighting that person’s 
enemy with the other. Metzudas David 
explains “צמאתיך” as “בדברים טובים נוחמוים” 
- strengthening through good and comfort-
ing words.

Together, these explanations can guide 
the way we can be there for others.

Sometimes a person needs help recog-
nizing the strength already there. A new 
responsibility or a disappointment can 
bring self-doubt. A sincere expression of 
confidence, or a reminder of a challenge 
already overcome, can restore the courage 

to move forward.
Sometimes encouragement needs to 

become action. A person may know what 
needs to be done but feels overwhelmed 
by the burden. Bringing a meal, making 
a call, or taking care of one responsibility 
can make the next step possible.

And sometimes a person needs to be 
upheld. The difficulty cannot be resolved 
quickly, and there may be no clear next 
step. We can keep calling, listening, and 
showing up. Our steady presence can help 
someone remain standing.

These needs can change, even within the 
same experience. Someone who welcomed 
advice yesterday may need quiet compan-
ionship today. Giving chizuk begins with 
listening: What does this person need from 
me now?

Perhaps that is why Hashem begins with 
-I am with you.” Before prom“ - ”כי מעך נאי“
ising strength, assistance, and support, He 
assures us of His presence.

We cannot always remove another per-
son’s difficulty. But we can offer words that 
restore courage, hands that ease a burden, 
and a steady presence that helps a person 
remain standing. ■

 What Does Help Look Like?
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﻿“Antignos of Socho received [the tradi-
tion] from Shimon Hatzadik. He used to 
say: Do not be like servants who serve the 
master in order to receive reward. Rather, 
be like servants who serve the master but 
not in order to receive reward…” (Pirkei 
Avot 1:3)

 RAMBAM’S INTERPRETATION 
OF THE MISHNAH

Many commentators understand this mish-
nah as addressing those rare individuals who 
serve God on the highest spiritual plane: out 
of pure love and the profound joy of knowing 
that they are fulfilling His will. This is the ser-
vice of the chassid, the pious individual who 
aspires to go beyond the letter of the law. Such 
a person is not motivated by the prospect of 
reward. The knowledge that he has pleased 

God is reward enough.
The Rambam, in his commentary on this 

mishnah, offers a similar explanation:
“Antignos taught that we should serve 

Hashem like servants who do not seek favors 
and benefits in return… His intention is that 
we serve Hashem out of pure love (ovdim 
me’ahavah), without expecting to receive ben-
efits” (Rambam’s Commentary to Avot 1:3).

But how can a person attain such a lofty 
level of devotion, in which the prospect of 
reward becomes inconsequential?

 THE PARABLE OF THE MAN  
WHO SAVES A CITY

Rav Kook addresses this question by invit-
ing us to imagine a heroic citizen who learns 
that an invading army or a sudden catastro-
phe threatens to destroy his entire city. Driven 
by love for his home and its inhabitants, he 
steps forward, risks his life, and succeeds in 
saving them all.

Overwhelmed with gratitude, the citizens 
gather to praise their rescuer and offer him 
rewards for his extraordinary courage.

Rav Kook then poses a penetrating ques-
tion: What is the hero thinking as he receives 
their praise and gifts?

The true hero is hardly preoccupied with 
the recognition he might receive. His heart 

Serving God Out of Love:  
Rav Kook on the Soul’s 

Natural Longing for God (Avot 1:3)

Editor, Torah Tidbits
PIRKEI AVOT SERIES
RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
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is overflowing with joy because the city and 
its inhabitants have been saved. His deepest 
fulfillment lies not in the reward but in the 
good he has accomplished and the lives he 
has preserved.

The same is true of someone who serves 
God with sincerity and wholehearted devo-
tion. The reward pales in comparison with the 
profound satisfaction of doing what is truly 
good and knowing that one’s actions have ful-
filled a higher purpose. The good 
itself is the source of fulfillment.

This is the spiritual ideal 
expressed in Antignos’s teaching: 
to serve God not for what we might 
receive, but because we love Him 
and delight in doing His will (Mus-
sar Avicha, ch. 2, sec. 4).

 PASSIONATE LOVE
The Rambam describes this 

ideal of divine service in Hilchot 
Teshuvah (10:2–3), where he portrays the love 
a Jew should cultivate for the Almighty as an 
intense, passionate attachment. To convey its 
depth, he compares it to the consuming love 
of a person who is so captivated by another 
that his thoughts continually return to the 
beloved.

The biblical book that most vividly express-
es this kind of love, the Rambam explains, is 
Shir HaShirim, which portrays the passionate 
relationship between lovers. He also points to 
Abraham as an outstanding example of some-
one who discovered God and devoted himself 
to making that relationship known to others.

In more recent generations, one of the most 
remarkable Torah leaders to embody this pas-
sionate love of God was Rav Kook. His life and 
teachings offer a vivid illustration of what it 
means to serve God not for reward, but out of 
an overwhelming love that gives meaning to 

everything else.
 UNQUENCHABLE LOVE

Love of the Creator was one of Rav Kook’s 
defining spiritual qualities and a foundational 
theme of his thought. The words of the She-
ma, commanding us to love God with all our 
heart, soul, and might, were not merely an 
ideal he taught; they were a reality he sought 
to embody in his life.

His close disciple, Rav Yaakov Moshe Char-
lop, recounted a remarkable inci-
dent from the summer of 1921, 
when Rav Kook was on vacation. 
Rav Charlop came to visit him, and 
the two spent much of the night 
discussing Torah.

The following morning, Rav 
Charlop noticed something unusu-
al. Rav Kook departed from his 
customary practice of avoiding 
other activities before prayer 

and approached the owner of the hostel. He 
began discussing practical methods for grow-
ing plants and fruit trees in the surrounding 
area. The conversation continued until Rav 
Kook was finally able to turn to his morning 
prayers.

Surprised by this departure from his usu-
al routine, Rav Charlop asked him for an 
explanation.

“On this particular morning,” Rav Kook 
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replied, “a fierce thirst for God was stirring in 
my heart, to the extent that I feared my soul 
would depart from my body during prayer. 
I had to reduce the intensity of these sacred 
emotions by speaking and thinking about 
practical matters before entering prayer.” 
(Who Was Rav Kook, Rabbi Dov Kidron, 2024, 
p. 52)

The account offers a striking glimpse into 
Rav Kook’s inner world. His challenge was 
not to awaken a desire for God, but to contain 
a longing so intense that he feared it might 
overwhelm him.

For Rav Kook, this love was not an abstract 
philosophical concept. It was a living force 
that shaped his daily experience.

 HOW RAV KOOK’S PRAYER  
INSPIRED HIS DISCIPLES

Rav Kook’s passionate love of God was 
evident not only in his personal life but also 
in the profound effect he had on those who 
encountered him. Two particularly revealing 
accounts concern Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop 
and Rabbi David Cohen, known as the Nazir, 
both of whom became among his most devot-
ed disciples.

During the First World War, the Nazir 
traveled to meet Rav Kook. Already a distin-
guished Torah scholar with extensive philo-
sophical knowledge, he was searching for a 
teacher who could guide him in his intellec-
tual and spiritual development. He discussed 
various philosophical questions with Rav 
Kook, yet left their conversation feeling that 
he had not quite found what he was seeking. 
That night, he retired with the sense that his 
“life was hanging in the balance,” as he later 
described it.

Early the next morning, the Nazir awoke 
to the sound of Rav Kook chanting the bibli-
cal passages concerning the Binding of Isaac 

(Akeidat Yitzchak), recited as part of the pre-
paratory order of sacrifices before Shacharit. 
The experience transformed him. Hearing 
Rav Kook’s prayer, he recognized the spir-
itual master he had been searching for and 
resolved to become his disciple.

That decision would shape the Nazir’s life 
and work. He devoted himself to editing Rav 
Kook’s writings, including Orot HaKodesh, 
and postponed his own literary ambitions. 
His planned work, Kol HaNevu’ah, remained 
unfinished.

Rav Charlop’s experience was strikingly 
similar. He first encountered Rav Kook in Jaf-
fa on Shavuot and spent the night listening to 
his Torah discussions and lectures. Yet what 
captivated him most was hearing Rav Kook 
recite Akdamut during the Shacharit service.

In both cases, it was not merely Rav Kook’s 
intellectual brilliance or the content of his 
teachings that won over these exceptional 
young scholars. It was the palpable intensity 
of his prayer - the sense that his relationship 
with God was immediate, profound, and alive.

Their experiences suggest that prayer can 
communicate something that intellectual dis-
cussion alone cannot: the reality of a love that 
animates the whole person.
 THE SOUL’S NATURAL LONGING FOR GOD
If love of God is so central to spiritual life, 

how does this love emerge? And what role 
does prayer play in expressing it?

For Rav Kook, the longing for God is not 
simply an emotion that a person must man-
ufacture at a designated time. It is rooted in 
the soul itself. Prayer gives expression to a 
yearning that is already present, even when 
it remains hidden beneath the concerns of 
everyday life.

Rav Kook develops this idea through his 
interpretation of Isaac’s prayer in the field:
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פְְִלִנוֹת עָָרֶֶב דֶֶׂה  שָּׂ צְְִיִחָָק לָָשׂוּחַַ ּבַּ אֵצֵ  וַַיֵּּ
“Isaac went out to meditate in the field 

toward evening” (Genesis 24:63).
The meaning of the Hebrew word lasuach is 

debated among biblical commentators. Rash-
bam understands it as referring to vegetation, 
connecting the word to the idea of plants or 
shrubs. According to this interpretation, Isaac 
went out to attend to his fields and orchards.

Rashi, by contrast, connects lasuach with 
sichah, meaning speech or conversation. On 
this reading, Isaac went out to meditate or 
converse in prayer, establishing the precedent 
for the afternoon prayer, Minchah.

Why does the Torah use this unusual word 
rather than a more familiar term for prayer? 
And is there particular significance to the 
fact that Isaac went out into the field toward 
evening?

 THE SOUL’S INNER PRAYER
Rav Kook often reexamines familiar con-

cepts to reveal their deeper spiritual dimen-
sions. His understanding of prayer is a strik-
ing example:

“The soul is always praying. It constantly 
seeks to fly away to its Beloved.”

Prayer, in this sense, is not limited to the 
formal words recited at prescribed times. It 
is the soul’s continual yearning for its source, 
an inward movement toward God that per-
sists even when a person is occupied with 
ordinary affairs.

The prayers we recite are the outward 
expression of this deeper, ongoing movement. 
To pray meaningfully is therefore to become 
aware of the soul’s underlying longing and 
give voice to it.

The word lasuach offers an additional 
insight. If the word evokes both prayer and 
vegetation, the Torah may be suggesting a 
connection between spiritual life and the 

natural growth of plants. Just as a tree sends 
out branches and blossoms in accordance 
with its nature, the soul naturally reaches 
toward God. Prayer nourishes this inner life, 
allowing the soul’s spiritual capacities to grow 
and flourish.

This perspective also sheds light on the tim-
ing of Isaac’s prayer. The late afternoon, as the 
working day draws to a close, can provide an 
opportunity to step back from practical con-
cerns and turn inward. As the demands of the 
day recede, a person can become more atten-
tive to the soul’s deeper aspirations.

Isaac’s prayer thus becomes an illustration 
of a broader principle: spiritual longing is 
not an artificial addition to life, but a natural 
movement of the soul that can emerge with 
particular clarity when we make room for it. 
(Gold from the Land of Israel, pp. 56–57; adapt-
ed from Ein Ayah, vol. I, p. 109.)

 THE NATURAL LOVE OF A CHILD
If the soul’s longing for God is natural, we 

might expect to find traces of it even in the 
youngest children, before they have acquired 
extensive knowledge or developed sophisti-
cated theological ideas. Rav Kook explores 
this possibility through a discussion in the 
Talmud.

The Talmud (Berachot 48a) teaches that a 
child who knows to Whom a blessing is being 
recited may be included in a zimmun, the 
communal invitation to recite Birkat HaMa-
zon. This raises an interesting question: How 
can a minor, who is not yet obligated in the 
relevant commandments, participate in fulfill-
ing this communal religious obligation?

Rav Kook offers a penetrating explanation. 
Understanding God is not a matter of intel-
lectual knowledge alone. Each person’s con-
ception of the Divine is shaped by his or her 
intellectual capacity, education, and depth of 



58 TORAH TIDBITS 1681 / LECH LECHA

learning. Yet beneath these differences lies 
a more fundamental awareness: a natural 
belief in God that can be present even in a 
young child.

From this perspective, a child who knows 
to Whom a blessing is addressed possesses an 
essential foundation of religious awareness. 
Although the child may lack the knowledge 
and sophistication of an adult scholar, the 
underlying recognition of God connects them 
both. The child’s inclusion in a zimmun can 
thus be understood as reflecting this shared 
foundation of faith.

Rav Kook’s interpretation highlights an 
important distinction: intellectual understand-
ing of God develops over time, but the soul’s 
basic orientation toward the Divine need not 
depend entirely on intellectual maturity. (Ein 
Ayah, Berachot, ch. 7, sec. 26.)

 A CHASSIDIC TEACHING:  
WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM A CHILD

A similar idea appears in a teaching 
attributed to the Maggid of Mezeritch, the 
celebrated disciple of the Baal Shem Tov. He 
taught that there are three qualities we should 
learn from a child.

First, a child is rarely content to remain idle. 
We, too, should fill our lives with purposeful 
activity.

Second, a child can be happy without any 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
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price for Torah Tidbits readers.

particular reason. Adults, who often make 
their happiness dependent on external cir-
cumstances, can learn from this simple capac-
ity for contentment.

Third, a baby cries persistently until the 
mother responds. From this, we can learn 
about the instinctive persistence with which 
a person turns to God in prayer, continuing to 
call out until the prayer is answered.

These three qualities - activity, contentment, 
and persistent yearning - offer different les-
sons. The third, in particular, returns us to 
Rav Kook’s understanding of prayer. A child 
instinctively recognizes dependence on some-
one beyond itself, turning toward a source of 
protection and care. In a similar way, prayer 
emerges from the recognition that we are not 
entirely self-sufficient and that our deepest 
needs lead us beyond ourselves.

The child’s cry is not the product of philo-
sophical reflection. It is an immediate expres-
sion of need and relationship. In this respect, 
it offers a powerful image of the soul’s natural 
turn toward God. ■
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Choosing 
Holiness

“It is permissible to for Jews to live any-
where in the world, with the exception of 
the land of Egypt.” So states the Rambam 
(Hilchot Melachim 5:7), citing three bibli-
cal verses that prohibit the return of Jews 
to Egypt. The Talmud Yerushalmi (Sukkah 
5:1) records that there were three instanc-
es in which Jews did return to Egypt, 
with tragic consequences: Once in the 
days of Sancheriv, the Assyrian king who 
destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
- this group was condemned by the Navi 
Yeshayahu; once in the time of Yochanan 
ben Kareach, as described by Yirmiyahu, 
who condemned this group as well; and a 
third group during the reign of the Roman 
emperor Trajan, with tragic consequences 
graphically described by the gemara.

What is the reason behind this prohi-
bition? In the halacha following the one 

above, the Rambam writes: “For their 
deeds are more depraved than all other 
lands.” The verse brought by Maimonides 
to substantiate this contention is some-
what difficult, for it seems to equate the 
corrupt behavior of the Egyptians to that 
of the nations of Cana’an: “Like the deeds 
of the land of Egypt where you resided you 
shall not do, and like the deeds of the land 
of Cana’an to which I am bringing you you 
shall not do…” (Vayikra 18:3). Historically, 
one could argue as well that many oth-
er countries in which Jews have resided 
throughout the centuries of exile impacted 
negatively upon our spiritual identity.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zt”l (Likkutei 
Sichot 19: Ki Tetzei 2) raises another ques-
tion regarding the Rambam’s statement. 
Regarding the law prohibiting marriage to 
an Egyptian, the Rambam himself decreed 
that the prohibition is no longer in effect, 
since when Sancheriv conquered Egypt, he 
uprooted the indigenous population and 
replaced it with people from other nations 
he had conquered, as was his policy across 
the Assyrian empire. In consequence, we 
can no longer consider the people living in 
Egypt today to be those prohibited by the 
Torah to enter the congregation of Hash-
em; therefore, teaches the Rebbe, if the 
Rambam maintained it was still in effect, 
the prohibition to return to Mitzrayim must 
be connected to the land itself rather than 
to its inhabitants. Furthermore, in Hilchot 
Melachim, the Rambam went on to say that 
if the land of Egypt were to be conquered 
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by a Jewish king with the authority of a Bet 
Din, then it would be permissible to settle 
there. The Rebbe explains that such a con-
quest would bring about a change in the 
essence of the land, which would change 
its halachic status. 

What essential characteristic of the land 
would be changed by its conquest by a 
Jewish king? Rav Chaim Vital taught in the 
name of the Arizal that wherever a Jew 
lives, his mission is to reveal the sparks 
of holiness that are hidden in that place. 
When the Jews left Mitzrayim at the time 
of the exodus, the pasuk states: ״וַַיְְנַַצְְּלוּ אֶֶת 
ם״ צְְִמִרִָָיִ  They emptied Mitzrayim. On the sur-
face, the verse is teaching that the Jewish 
people left Mitzrayim with great wealth, 
as promised in Brit bein HaBetarim. On a 
deeper level, explained the Arizal, when the 
Jewish people left Mitzrayim they emptied 
it of all the sparks of holiness that had been 
trapped there, leaving it spiritually empty. 
That is why it’s prohibited for Jews to settle 
there, until the time when holiness may be 
restored by the establishment of a Jewish 
kingdom.

The determination of the remnant of the 
Jews who had survived the Churban and 
the massacre in Mitzpa to flee to Mitzray-
im, despite Yirmiyahu’s prophecy that they 
should remain in Eretz Yisrael and begin to 
rebuild the land, was rooted in their lack of 
interest in living a life of holiness. Life in 
Israel can be challenging. It is a life ground-
ed in Emunah and Bitachon. Hashem’s 
Presence is manifest in every grain of sand, 
in every raindrop or lack thereof. It takes 
commitment and determination to live here, 
and is a great privilege and responsibility. 
The followers of Yochanan ben Kare’ach 
rejected that option, preferring to return to 
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a place devoid of sanctity, and their spiri-
tual degradation led to their physical end. 
Today, as we return in greater and greater 
numbers to Eretz Yisrael, may we do so with 
consciousness of the holiness of this place in 
which we are privileged to live as we await 
the ultimate redemption and rebuilding, 
■ .בהרהמ בימיונ, מאן
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We often read the genealogy lists at the 
end of Parshat Noach, le’havdil, like the 
unskippable ads before a YouTube video, 
eagerly waiting for the main story of Avra-
ham in Parshat Lech Lecha. But every word 
of Torah is more precious than diamonds.

Look closely at Avraham’s brother, 
Haran. Trace his lineage and you will dis-
cover an astounding fact: 
Haran is the father of Sarah, 
the grandfather of Rivkah 
(via Milkah and Betuel), and 
the great-grandfather of 
Rachel and Leah (via Lavan)! 
Furthermore, through his 
son Lot, Haran is the direct 
ancestor of Ruth, King David, 
and Mashiach!

This leads to an undeniable 
question: What extraordi-
nary merit enabled this seemingly minor 
figure to become the sole biological ances-
tor of all our Matriarchs and the Davidic 
Dynasty?

 THE CHOICE AT UR KASDIM
The answer emerges when we combine 

Rashi with the Midrash Agada. Prior to 
Avraham’s rescue, Haran was known as a 
priest of fire-worship. When Nimrod threw 
Avraham into the fiery furnace and Avra-
ham walked out unharmed, Nimrod turned 

to Haran and asked, "Whose side are you 
on?"

Haran faced a profound dilemma. He 
knew that if he sided with idol worshipers, 
his life would be spared, but the pagans 
would then attribute Avraham’s miracu-
lous rescue to the supposed powers of his 
brother Haran, the priest of the fire-god. 

At the same time, Haran 
had come to recognize the 
truth of monotheism. He 
understood that if he openly 
declared his faith in Hash-
em and entered the furnace, 
Hashem would not perform a 
second miracle on his behalf. 
Saving Haran, the fire-priest, 
would only reinforce the peo-
ple’s false belief that both he 
and Avraham had been saved 

through Haran’s mystical power over fire, 
thereby undermining the entire miracle of 
Ur Kasdim.

Knowing with absolute certainty that he 
would die, Haran jumped into the flames 
anyway. Haran became the very first per-
son in human history to consciously give 
up his life for Hashem, the pioneer of 
mesirat nefesh. When Avraham entered the 
furnace, there was still the possibility that 
he would be saved. When Haran entered, 
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he knew he would not.
THE LEGACY IN OUR DNA

Haran’s ultimate sacrifice embedded 
the spiritual DNA of mesirat nefesh into 
his descendants. Sarah saw her father 
give up his life for Hashem, and demands 
the spiritual purity of her home, insisting 
that Yishmael be sent away. Rivkah real-
izes that Yaakov must receive the brachos 
and is willing to risk everything to make it 
happen. Rochel steals her father’s avodah 
zarah and begs Hashem for children so 
that she can pass these values on to the 
next generation. Leah, who was destined 
for Eisav, marries Yaakov and is willing to 
remain the “hated wife” rather than build 
a home with Eisav. And generations later, 
Ruth declares her absolute devotion to a 
life of Torah and the Jewish people: “Where 
you die, I will die.”

Today in Israel, we walk among living 
angels who carry that very same legacy. 
A year ago on Sukkos, while eating at a 
restaurant in Jerusalem, I noticed that 
our waiter was wearing a necklace with 
a lion on it. When I inquired about it, he 
explained that he had served in Oketz and 
that the necklace was in memory of his fall-
en commander, Aryeh Ziering Hy”d.

Our entire table stopped, and together 

we sang Shir HaMa’alot in Aryeh’s mem-
ory. As we sang, tears began streaming 
down the waiter’s face. In that moment, I 
realized once again that our nation is filled 
with seemingly ordinary people carrying 
extraordinary, ancient souls, the same 
spirit of mesirat nefesh that has defined our 
people for generations.

LIVING AL KIDDUSH HASHEM
For those of us not on the front lines, our 

daily calling is to live al Kiddush Hashem. It 
means winning the daily battles: davening 
with genuine focus, learning Torah, keep-
ing the mitzvos, putting our phones away 
during family time, benching from a ben-
tcher, or reaching out to check on a friend 
in need.

Haran taught us that some things are 
worth dying for. Let us honor that eternal 
flame by showing the world how magnif-
icent it is to live for Hashem every single 
day! ■

For more shiurim by Rav Elyada Goldwicht seach 
YouTube and Spotify.
www.youtube.com/@RavElyadaGoldwicht
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Go Forth
Ten generations after Noach, the Torah 

introduces us to Avram - who becomes 
Avraham Avinu, the father and founder of 
Am Yisrael. 

Parshas Lech Lecha begins with the Torah 
narrative shifting from the story of human-
ity to the story of one man and his wife: 
Avraham and Sarah. Hashem calls out to 
Avraham when he is seventy-five years old, 
with the words that launch the story of the 
Umah Yisraelis (the Jewish nation).

The parsha opens with the first (in the 
Torah text) of Avraham’s ten tests (Avos 5:3):

ךָ מִּמִוֹלַַדְְּתְּ אַַרְְצְְךָ וּ  וַַמֶֶאּיֹּר ה' אֶֶל אַַבְְרָָם לֶֶךְ לְְךָ ֵמֵ
רׁשֶׁ אַַרְְאֶֶךָּּ יךָ אֶֶל הָָאָָרֶֶץ אֲֲ בֵּּית אִָָבִ  And Hashem - וִּמִ
said to Avram: Go for yourself, from your 
land, and from your birthplace, and from 
your father's house, to the land that I will 
show you (Bereishis 12:1).

Read at the level of pshat, this verse seems 
to be a Divine travel order. 

Yet, upon closer consideration, the lashon 
of the Torah begs to be explained.

Firstly: ָך -Why the double lashon (lan .לֶֶךְ ְלְ
guage), when "lech" alone means “go”, and 
surely would have sufficed? 

Secondly: ָּּאְֶֶרְך רׁשֶׁ אַַ  to the land" - אֶֶל הָָאָָרֶֶץ אֲֲ
that I will show you." Why doesn’t Hashem 
explicitly tell Avraham the name of the 
place where he is to journey to?

Rashi explains לך לך as "for your benefit 
and for your good." The command here is 
understood as Avraham's gain, not a loss. As 
Rashi says: "And there I will make you into 
a great nation, but here, you will not merit 
to have children. Moreover, I will make your 
character known in the world" (Rashi to 
Bereishis 12:1).

It is also compelling to note that Hash-
em commanded three levels of departure: 
from your land, from your birthplace, and 
from your father's house. Leaving a country 
is hard. Leaving the place you were born 
is even more challenging. Leaving your 
father's house - one’s deepest roots - is the 
greatest test of all.

Yet Rashi highlights for us something 
remarkable about the Divine blessings that 
follow. 

Travel, notes Rashi, diminishes three 
things: children, money, and fame (Rashi to 
Bereishis 12:2). Therefore, Hashem answers 
with three blessings to make up for what 
would normally be diminished: "I will make 
you into a great nation" - children; "and I will 
bless you" - with wealth; "and I will make 
your name great" - renown. 

Hence, the three levels of departure - 
three levels of difficulty, are repaid with 
three levels of reward. What the journey 
costs, the promise repays.

As for the ambiguity of the destination: 
“to the land that I will show you,” Rashi 

This week’s dvar Torah is sponsored by the Glowinsky family in loving memory of  
Avraham Chaim ben Avraham z’l, on the occasion of the yarzheit 28 Tishrei
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explains: "He did not reveal the land to him 
immediately, in order to make it dear in his 
eyes and to give him reward for every com-
mand" (Rashi to 12:1). 

The Torah, and Chazal’s understanding, 
are teaching us that every step of a difficult 
journey - especially when the end result 
is unseen and unknown - earns its own 
reward. Avraham had to walk with trust in 
Hashem - and himself - before he could walk 
with clarity.

Later in the parsha we see another aspect 
of this leaving. Only when Avraham final-
ly separates from his nephew Lot does the 
word of Hashem return to him, as Rashi 
explains: "As long as the wicked man was 
with him, the Divine speech withdrew from 
him" (Rashi to 13:14). The journey for him-
self meant complete departure from the 
past - including the influence of Lot, which 
stood between him and closeness to G-d.

These lessons from the beginning of Avra-
ham’s journey teach us something funda-
mental about how Hashem leads us through 
our lives, and how we choose to take those 
journeys.

In our own lives, we are so often (prover-
bially) asked “to go” - to journey forth - into 
uncharted, and unknown waters. We may 
find ourselves in a new stage of life, facing 
a difficult decision, the reality of our chil-
dren growing up and leaving home, or a 
situation, or change, that we did not choose. 
During these times, we think it would be 
helpful, and comforting, to know the desti-
nation when the journey begins. 

However, the Torah here teaches us that 
Avraham was not given the end result 
either. He was given a Divine command, as 
well as a promise, but at this point, nothing 
more than that.

This holds a tremendous life lesson for 
us, as well as our children and students. 
As Avraham faced tests, so do we. Yet, as 
the man of faith, Avraham forged ahead, 
because he understood he was not told 
only to give things up from his past. He was 
promised by G-d what the giving up would 
build in the future. 

Perhaps we, too, should view our journeys 
in the same way: not as what we will lose 
from this journey, but as what we stand to 
gain.

Through what the journey will teach us 
about ourselves and our strengths, through 
the closeness to Hashem we strive to attain, 
and through the meaningful relationships 
we will build along the way. 

Avraham went forth not knowing where 
he would go, and became the father of a 
nation that walks in his ways.

May we have the courage to go forth when 
life calls upon us to do so. May we trust that 
Hashem always guides us on the proper 
path that is uniquely tailored for each one 
of us. And in this way, may we merit to 
become, like Avraham Avinu, a blessing to 
all around us.

כרבבת בשורות טובות ושבת שלום ■
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

Michal Horowitz is a Torah educator who lec-
tures nationally throughout the United States, as 
well as internationally. Thousands of her shiur 
recordings are available online. She is a regular 
presenter for the OU Women’s Initiative and the 
author of Abled: Living With a Disability, a Torah 
View (Mosaica Press). Michal lives in Woodmere, 
NY, with her family.
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Nothing in life happens in a vacuum. The 
journeys we begin, the choices we make, and 
even the challenges we never imagined fac-
ing are often connected in ways we can only 
begin to understand much later.

When Avraham Avinu is commanded to 
offer his beloved son Yitzchak 
as a korban later in Parshat 
Vayera, the Torah introduc-
es the command with two 
familiar words: ָלֶֶךְ לְְך — “Lech 
Lecha” (Bereishit 22:2). These 
words take us back to the 
beginning of Avraham’s jour-
ney of discovery, when Hash-
em first commanded him in 
our Parsha: “Lech Lecha from 
your land, your birthplace, 
and your father’s house, to the land that I will 
show you” (Bereishit 12:1).

The journey that began with לֶֶךְ לְְךָ אֶֶל הָָאָָרֶֶץ 
רׁשֶׁ אַַרְְאֶֶךָּּ  Go to the land that I will show“ — אֲֲ
you” — continues with ֹּהּיִָּרִּמ  the ,לֶֶךְ לְְךָ אֶֶל אֶֶרֶֶץ הַַ
journey to Har HaMoriah for the Akeidah.

These are not two unrelated journeys. The 
first takes Avraham toward the land in which 
he, his family, and his descendants will take 
root. The second tests the very foundation of 
that future through his willingness to surren-
der the son who embodies its promise. The 
Lech Lecha that brought Avraham to Eretz 
Yisrael was only the beginning of a journey 
whose depths he could not yet have imagined.

Avraham follows Hashem, trusting com-
pletely in Divine guidance. Where will I set-
tle? How long will the journey take? What 
awaits me when I arrive? He asks not a single 
question. Not even “Why?” He moves forward 
with complete submission and unwavering 

faith.
Years later, he faces an 

unimaginable command: to 
offer Yitzchak as a korban. 
The angel ultimately stops 
him, and a ram is offered in 
his son’s place. Yet Avraham’s 
willingness to place everything 
in Hashem’s hands becomes 
an eternal part of our people’s 
spiritual inheritance.

Acts of faith, commitment, 
sacrifice, and belonging are not abstract 
ideas to be studied in the parsha and left on 
the page. They are as relevant today as they 
were then. The Torah is alive, and its lessons 
speak to us now.

After I addressed the southern community 
of Nir Am at a ceremony on October 7, one 
of the participants asked whether our family 
had ever considered moving back to America 
after Binyamin was killed.

My son Yehudah, who was sitting beside 
me during the talk, immediately interjected: 
“Absolutely not!”

His response needed no deliberation. I went 
on to explain that our family had always felt 

Inspirational Speaker
Mother of Sgt. Binyamin Hy”d

JEN AIRLEY

 Our Personal Lech Lecha

Binyamin Airley Hy"d
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The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for re-
spite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more in-
formation and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org.

deeply connected to this land — to its extraor-
dinary beauty, its history, its people, and its 
struggles. And since Binyamin was killed, 
that connection has become even deeper and 
more profound. We are now intertwined with 
the very fabric of this land in a way we could 
never have anticipated.

We came to Israel because we believed this 
was where our family belonged. We chose to 
build our lives here, raise our children here, 
and share in the joys and challenges of a 
nation returning to its homeland. We could 
not have known what that choice would even-
tually demand of us.

Our original Lech Lecha brought us 
here. But the journey did not end when we 
unpacked our suitcases, established our 
home, or built our lives in this land. In many 
ways, it was only the beginning. Now, twen-
ty years later, we are still evolving: privately, 
personally and growing more connected with 
Israel’s land and society- organically and 
intentionally. 

There is a profound connection between 
Avraham’s journey, which began with Lech 
Lecha, and the מ״ב מסועת — the 42 journeys of 
Bnei Yisrael from Egypt, through the wilder-
ness, and finally to the plains of Moav, oppo-
site Yericho. This connection is framed by the 
principle עמשה אבות סימן לבנים — “The deeds 
of the fathers are a sign for the children.”

Avraham’s journey and Bnei Yisrael’s 42 
journeys, as Rabbi Jonathan Sacks teaches, 
remind us that faith is not a static state but a 
continual process of movement and growth. 
Even after arriving in Eretz Yisrael, Avraham 
continues to travel — to Shechem, Beit El, Chev-
ron, and even Egypt. His life is not defined by 
settling permanently in one place, but by a 
spiritual journey that continues to unfold.

The Degel Machaneh Ephraim, quoting his 

grandfather, the Baal Shem Tov, teaches that 
every person experiences 42 journeys from 
the day of birth until the day they leave this 
world.

Avraham’s personal journey thus becomes 
a spiritual blueprint for the national journey 
his descendants would undertake centuries 
later — a journey that continues for our peo-
ple to this very day.

Perhaps this is one of the deeper messages of 
the repeated ָלֶֶךְ לְְך in Avraham’s life. A calling is 
not fulfilled through a single act of obedience, 
nor is our relationship with Hashem defined 
by one moment of faith. It is the journey itself 
that matters. We are “ברדך”. It is not simply 
about reaching the ultimate destination, but 
about who we become along the way.

The journey unfolds in stages, and each 
stage asks something different of us. Some-
times, only in retrospect, do we recognize how 
the steps we took years earlier prepared us for 
the place where we stand today.

Avraham was told to go to a land Hashem 
would show him. He could not see the full 
future that awaited him. Neither can we. We 
move forward with faith, carrying both what 
we have lost and what we have been entrust-
ed to continue building.

Lech Lecha was never simply about reach-
ing a destination. It was about becoming part 
of a covenant, a people, and a journey larger 
than oneself. 

With all its blessings and beauties. 
With all its uncertainties and unknowns. 
With Trust and Faith. 
And so, our journey continues. ■
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The 2026 World Happiness Report 
ranked Israel eighth out of 147 countries, 
for the second year in a row. The ranking 
draws on 2023 to 2025, years that include 
October 7th and the war that followed.1 
Unquestionably, the Jewish people have 
been through a lot the last several years 
and are certainly not free of challenges. 
Yet life satisfaction remains among the 
highest in the world. What helps people 
carry a heavy reality, yet simultaneously 
feel so happy? 

A DESTINATION WITHHELD
Hashem tells Avraham:

ית אָָבִִיךָ אֶֶל־הָָאָָרֶֶץ  תְְּּדְךָ וּמִִּבֵּ ךָ וּמִִמּוֹלַַ ְצְְרְ ךָ מֵֵאַַ לֶֶךְ־ְלְ
אְֶֶרְךָּּ רׁשֶׁ אַַ אֲֲ

"Go from your land, from your birth-
place, and from your father's house, to the 
land that I will show you" (Bereishit 12:1).

Hashem does not state the final destina-
tion. Many commentators have grappled 
with this question: Why withhold the des-
tination? If a commander orders a soldier 
on a mission, or an employer relocates an 
employee, the first piece of information 
provided is the final address. Why leave 
Avraham in suspense?

Rashi (Bereishit 12:2), citing the Midrash, 
explains:

כָָׂשָׂר  לְָָוְתֵֵת לוֹ  חְַַלְבְּּבָָהּ בְּּעֵֵינָָיו,  ד, כְּּדֵֵי  ה לוֹ מִִּיָּ ּלָּּגִּ לֹא 
דְִִוְבּוּר בּּדִּוּר  ל  עַַל ּכָּ

1. To access the full report: https://files.
worldhappiness.report/WHR26.pdf

"He did not reveal it to him immediately, 
in order to endear it in his eyes, and to give 
him reward for each and every statement"

Rashi highlights this same pattern of 
communication later on at the Akeidah:

חְָָצְק...  ּתְָּ אֶֶת־יִִ רׁשֶׁ־אָָהַַבְ ךָ אֲֲ חְִִיְיְדְ ךָ אֶֶת־ ְנְּבִּ קַַח־נָָא אֶֶת־
רׁשֶׁ אֹֹמַַר אֵֵלֶֶיךָ עַַל אַַחַַד הֶֶהָָרִִים אֲֲ

"Take your son, your only one, whom you 
love, Yitzchak... on one of the mountains 
that I will tell you of" (Bereishit 22:2).

In both journeys, the mission is revealed 
piece by piece. Rashi is teaching us that 
Hashem's goal wasn't only to bring Avra-
ham to a particular place, but to make him 
love it before he arrived.2

2. Yet another illustration of this idea can be 
found regarding the site of the Beit Hamikdash 
which is not revealed to B’nei Yisrael at any 
point in the Torah, rather the location is 
referred to as “וקמהם אשר יבחר ה” “The place 
Hashem will choose” (see for example Devarim 
12:5). Arguably, here too Hashem intended 
to engender within us a greater longing for a 
close relationship with Him. 
Additionally, the Chizkuni (2:18) notes that 
Hashem intentionally withheld the creation 
of Chava until after Adam completed naming 
all the animals. It was at this moment that 
Adam personally felt the acute loneliness of 
his solitary state. Thus, when she was finally 
brought to him she was beloved in his eyes.
It appears that Hashem forced Adam to search, 
pine, and experience the emptiness of having 
no counterpart, so that the moment Chava was 
finally brought to him, he would be overcome 
with joy. We this from his first comment when 
he meets her: “י בְְִּמִשִָָׂרִ עֲֲֵמֵצָָמַַי וּבָָשָָׂר   ”!זֹֹאת הַַפַַּעַַם עֶֶצֶֶם 
“This time! Bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh!” (Bereshit 2:23).

Finding our “Why”

RABBI JEREMY PERLOW 
Deputy Director of Torah Initiatives OU Israel
& DR. DEVORA PERLOW, PsyD

TORAH & PSYCHOLOGY
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HOW DOES SUSPENSE BUILD LOVE?
The Gur Aryeh (Bereishit 12:2) explains 

the nuanced mechanism behind build-
ing this love. When a goal is withheld or 
revealed slowly, the mind naturally yearns 
for it. Every step taken without seeing 
the destination deepens our emotional 
investment.

The Radak (Bereishit 12:1) adds yet 
another dimension. Had Hashem simply 
shown Avraham an appealing description 
of a fertile land, following instructions 
would have been easy. By sending him into 
the unknown, Hashem magnified Avra-
ham's devotion, because the commitment 
was to Hashem and not to a guaranteed 
outcome. 

This uncertainty wasn't a flaw in the 
instructions. It was the instrument. Avra-
ham's longing, and his commitment to a 
mission he couldn't fully see, were being 
built with every step.

WHY LOVE FIRST?
So why was it necessary for the love to 

develop so early in this process even before 
Avraham arrived? Hashem knew what 
awaited him. The Gemara teaches:
הוּא  רּבָּוּךְ   הַַקָּּדוֹשׁ  נָָתַַן  טוֹבוֹת  נּתָּוֹת  מַַ לֹשׁ  ׁשָׁ
דְֵֵיְי יִִסּוּרִִין: תּוֹרָָה,  א עַַל  תְָָנְנָָן אֶֶּלָּ ן לֹא  כְֻֻוְּלָּ רָָׂשְׂאֵֵל,  יְִִלְ

א הְָָוְעוֹלָָם הַַּבָּ רָָׂשְׂאֵֵל,  אְֶֶוְרֶֶץ יִִ
"Three precious gifts did the Holy One 

Blessed be He give to Israel, and none were 
given except through hardships: Torah, 
the Land of Israel, and the World to Come" 
(Berachos 5a).

Avraham's welcome to the land was 
a famine that forced him out (Bereishit 

See the full Rashi to Bereshit 12:2 for one 
additional example of this phenomena 
regarding Hashem’s second set of instructions 
to Yonah (following Yonah’s previously failed 
mission).

12:10). His life there would hold conflict 
and trials, and his descendants would face 
exile, war, and far greater challenges. Had 
Eretz Yisrael been just a destination on a 
map, the first famine might have broken 
him. But the land was beloved before it 
was difficult. Hashem didn't remove the 
hardship. He made sure Avraham met it 
already carrying a reason and it was this 
reason that provided him with the best 
possible tool in enabling him to rise to the 
challenge at hand.3

THE PSYCHOLOGY:  
MEANING CHANGES THE TASK

This is the central insight of Dr. Viktor 
Frankl's logotherapy. Frankl, an insightful 
psychiatrist who survived the Holocaust, 
built his work on his own experiences as 
a trained psychiatrist and then as a survi-
vor of Auschwitz. A core observation he 
noted was that people are driven most by a 
search for meaning, not comfort. He devel-
oped logotherapy with this central theory 
in mind, that meaning in life and working 
towards our personal values is what fosters 
purpose and well-being in individuals. He 
quotes Nietzsche: "He who has a ‘why’ to 
live for, can bear almost any ‘how’”. 

With this principle, note what Frankl is 
not saying. He isn't saying the “how” gets 
easier if we have a clear “why.” He's saying 
the same difficulty feels different depend-
ing on whether we can name what it is for. 
He is highlighting that even when an expe-
rience feels tremendously overwhelming, 
we can transcend it when we have a clear 
purpose and vision.

3. See רמאי בורך, פרשת לך לך, רמאמ א where Rabbi 
Baruch Simon develops this idea and adds that 
it is for this reason that the Torah, which is 
also acquired via יסרוין, requires חביבות יתיהר as 
well.
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Think of a diaper change at 3:00 AM. 
In isolation, it's tedious, thankless work. 
Yet parents do it night after night without 
despair due to this exact principle. When 
this experience is connected to a child they 
love, and they're able to make that clear in 
their mind, the whole experience shifts. 
It’s not about the specific physical task, but 
rather how it connects back to our values, 
what’s important to us, that “why.” 

This is exactly Rashi's sequence. Avra-
ham got the “why” before the “how,” and 
Rashi's phrase "each and every statement" 
tells us that the “how” came one step at a 
time. Avraham never needed the whole 
map, only the next step and the reason for 
taking it. 
NAME THE “WHY” BEFORE YOU NEED IT
Most of us only reach for our "why" in 

the middle of the difficulty, when we're 
depleted and it's hardest to find. Avraham's 
journey shows us a more effective practice:
1.	Build it in advance. Identify one recur-

ring difficulty, such as night wake-ups, a 
draining commute, keeping up a learn-
ing seder, or the pressures of life in Isra-
el. Ask: what do I love that this serves? 
Spend time with that answer when 
you're not under strain.

2.	Name it at the moment of the task. As 

you begin, say it in one sentence: "I'm 
doing this because ______." This recon-
nects the task to the story it belongs to. 
Focusing our attention on the purpose 
and meaning behind us recenters us 
with purposeful intention.
This doesn't make the task painless. 

Avraham still faced a famine. But a hard-
ship we can name a purpose for no longer 
defines the whole experience.

HOLDING TIGHT TO OUR “WHY”
Perhaps the Happiness Report is pointing 

to this very idea. Whether born in Eretz 
Yisrael or having found the courage to pack 
up their belongings and return to their 
homeland, those who live here in Eretz Yis-
rael have found their “why”: a connection 
to the land, the people, and a purpose larg-
er than themselves. That purpose provides 
the strength and resilience to carry a heavy 
reality with a smile.

May we be zoche to find our “why” and 
continue to hold tight to it, carrying it with 
us every step of our journey. ■

Lovely Apartment for Sale  
in Nof Tzion, Jrslm 

4.5 rooms + balcony + store room 
Open view to Har Habayit 

2,480,000 NIS      054-6600138 
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Julie asks:
 I’m so frustrated. I've been an ambassa-

dor for a while, I keep setting up this great 
guy and the dates keep failing. I finally 
asked the last 3 people what it was and to 
be specific. The women said, “I feel like this 
is an interview, there’s just no connection.” 
And they have all give him a second date. 
He just can’t get beyond that. How can I 
help him?

Aleeza answers:
I recently dealt with a similar issue. 

A wonderful man kept getting the same 
feedback: pleasant date, good conversa-
tion, no connection. He was confused. “I’m 
asking questions. I’m listening. What am I 
missing?”

He was learning about her life without 
letting her feel him in the conversation.

“Where did you grow up?”
“What do you do?”
“How many siblings do you have?”
All reasonable questions. But if every 

answer leads straight to another question, 
she starts feeling like she’s filling out a 
form.

While changing the questions he asks is 
one way to help him improve another way 
is to help him slow down and stay with an 
answer.

If she says, “I’m close with my sister,” he 
can ask with curiosity, “What makes you 

two so close?”
Now she might share that her sister sup-

ported her through a difficult year. There’s 
your opening. Stay there.

“That sounds like it meant a lot to you. 
What did she do that helped?”

Notice: we’re following something she 
offered. We’re giving her room to tell us 
who she is.

And he needs to show up while she’s 
speaking. Put the phone away. Turn toward 
her. Nod when something resonates. Lean 
in naturally. Let his face respond. If she’s 
sharing something funny, smile! If she’s 
sharing something meaningful, give it a 
moment before speaking.

Silence can give someone space to finish 
a thought.

Then help him add himself to the 
conversation.

“My brother and I have that kind of rela-
tionship. He can usually tell something’s 
wrong before I say anything.”

Now she has something to respond to.
The rhythm I’d teach him is simple: ask, 

listen, respond, share. Let the conversation 
move between them.

He can also name what he appreciates, 
specifically and honestly.

“I like how much thought you put into 
showing up for your friends.”

That tells her he’s noticing her character. 

לעילוי נשמת מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

The Missing Ingredient: Connection

Shagririm Balev
Everyone Can Make a Match

ALEEZA BEN SHALOM 
Director of Jewish Continuity, World Mizrachi
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It also lets her experience his warmth.
Before his next date, practice together 

for ten minutes. Tell him a small story and 
notice what happens. Does he follow your 
answer? Does he acknowledge what you 
said? Does he share anything personal? 
Give him one adjustment at a time so he 
can actually use it.

His next goal: leave knowing something 
that matters to her, and let her discover 
something that matters to him.

He doesn’t need to manufacture chem-
istry or force vulnerability. He needs to 
become more present, curious, and willing 
to be known.

May Hashem help him bring his heart 
into the conversation, and meet someone 
who wants to bring hers, too. That’s where 
connection has room to grow.

Blessings,
Aleeza ■

רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. 
With over 20,000 candidates and 6,000 Ambas-
sadors, in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is 
averaging a Wedding every 2 days! 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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YAFIT ATLAS
BEIT SHEMESH DIRECTOR
REVEALED BEAUTY

As Avraham and Sarah embark on their 
journey to a new land, one filled with uncer-
tainty, they are immediately confronted 
with famine. Their next step is clear: they 
must descend to Egypt in search of food. 
As they journey together toward Egypt, we 
encounter one of my favourite moments 
between Avraham and Sarah-a moment 
that is so easy to miss if we do not stop to 
pay attention. Along the way, they stop 
for a drink of water, and Avraham says to 
Sarah, “ְְּת שָָּׁה יְְפַַת־מַַרְְאֶֶה �ֽאָֽ י ִאִ י ִכִּ הֵ־נָָא יָָדַַעְְִתִּ נֵּ   ”ִהִ
(“Behold, now I know what a beautiful wom-
an you are”).

At first glance, you do not need to be a 
marriage expert to recognise that this is 
not exactly the most romantic comment. 
Now you know? After all these years? Why 
is Avraham suddenly so struck by Sarah’s 
beauty? The question becomes even more 
intriguing when we consider the many 
sources that describe the extraordinary 
extent of Sarah’s beauty. Surely, her physical 
beauty would have been the first thing Avra-
ham noticed about her!

Of course, Avraham had always known that 
Sarah was beautiful. Her beauty was undeni-
able. But perhaps the key to understanding 
this moment lies in the way Avraham saw the 
world. Avraham lived with an awareness of 
the spiritual reality beneath the physical one. 

When he looked at Sarah, he saw far more 
than her outward appearance; he saw her 
soul. Her physical beauty was another expres-
sion of the spiritual beauty that radiated from 
within her.

As they approached Egypt, a land associ-
ated with immorality, something changed. 
Avraham suddenly became aware of Sarah’s 
physical beauty, too. It is almost as if he was 
seeing another dimension of her for the first 
time: “I always knew you were beautiful on 
the inside, but now I am struck by just how 
beautiful you are on the outside, too.”

Now we have come to the point of why I 
love this mini-story within the larger story. As 
we live our lives trying to emulate our forefa-
thers and foremothers, we can see how much 
love they expressed. This gives us a roadmap 
not only for navigating our own relationships, 
but also for understanding the important 
place that love has in our everyday lives.

Shabbat Shalom

AVIGAYIL COHEN
11th GRADE, BEIT SHEMESH
TRUE EMUNAH

In Parshat Lech Lecha, Hashem tells Avra-
ham, לך לך צראמך וממולדתך מובית אביך - leave 
your country, your birthplace, and your 
father’s home.

Why does Hashem repeat these different 
descriptions? Wouldn’t it have been enough 
to simply tell Avraham to leave his country?

The Ramban explains that these words 
teach us about the difficulty of Avraham’s 

TORAH 4 TEENS BY TEENS
NCSY ISRAEL
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nisayon. Hashem lists the places Avraham 
must leave, from the easiest to the hardest. 
Leaving his country was difficult; leaving the 
place where he grew up was even harder; and 
leaving his father’s home, where his family 
lived, was the hardest of all. By listing each 
one separately, the Torah emphasises just how 
great Avraham’s challenge was.

The Radak adds another idea to this nisay-
on. Hashem does not tell Avraham where 
he is going. Avraham must leave everything 
familiar behind without knowing his destina-
tion. This shows us how strong his emunah 
was and how completely he trusted Hashem.

Later, the Torah says, אות נהפש אשר עשו בחרן. 
Rashi explains that Avraham converted the 
men to Judaism, while Sarah converted the 
women. They brought people closer to Hash-
em and taught them about emunah.

According to the simple meaning (פשט),  
 refers to the people and wealth אשר עשו בחרן
that Avraham and Sarah acquired in Charan, 
showing that they became wealthy and had 
servants who travelled with them.

Avraham teaches us that true emunah 
means trusting Hashem, even when we can-
not see where the journey will lead. ■

רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה

Pesach &
year round
kitchen
kashering

053-3725341 
02-6431427
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ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
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Rav Moshe Taragin [YHE '83] has been a Ram at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Gush Etzion
since 1994. He also currently teaches at the Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for
Women of Yeshivat Har Etzion in Migdal Oz in Gush Etzion. He has Semicha from
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, a BA in Computer Science from
Yeshiva College, and an MA in English Literature from City University. Rabbi
Taragin previously taught Talmud at Columbia University, lectured in Talmud and
Bible at Yeshiva University, and served as Assistant Rabbi at the Fifth Avenue
Synagogue. Rabbi Taragin has authored a Yom Ha’atzmaut Prayer book, authors a
weekly column for the Orthodox Union about Jewish history and redemption, and
has authored several books including "Reclaiming Redemption: Deciphering the
Maze of Jewish History". 

Four Cornerstones of Jewish Belief...
And How it Differs from 
Islamic Fundamentalism

An Evening with Rav Moshe Taragin
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S N A C

The Tom Weisz z"l Memorial Program
לעילוי נשמת משה מאיר בן אברהם הכהן ורבקה רחל ז"ל

OF YESH IVAT  HAR  ETZ ION
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