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Go Forth
Ten generations after Noach, the Torah 

introduces us to Avram - who becomes 
Avraham Avinu, the father and founder of 
Am Yisrael. 

Parshas Lech Lecha begins with the Torah 
narrative shifting from the story of human-
ity to the story of one man and his wife: 
Avraham and Sarah. Hashem calls out to 
Avraham when he is seventy-five years old, 
with the words that launch the story of the 
Umah Yisraelis (the Jewish nation).

The parsha opens with the first (in the 
Torah text) of Avraham’s ten tests (Avos 5:3):

ךָ מִּמִוֹלַַדְְּתְּ אַַרְְצְְךָ וּ  וַַמֶֶאּיֹּר ה' אֶֶל אַַבְְרָָם לֶֶךְ לְְךָ ֵמֵ
רׁשֶׁ אַַרְְאֶֶךָּּ יךָ אֶֶל הָָאָָרֶֶץ אֲֲ בֵּּית אִָָבִ  And Hashem - וִּמִ
said to Avram: Go for yourself, from your 
land, and from your birthplace, and from 
your father's house, to the land that I will 
show you (Bereishis 12:1).

Read at the level of pshat, this verse seems 
to be a Divine travel order. 

Yet, upon closer consideration, the lashon 
of the Torah begs to be explained.

Firstly: ָך -Why the double lashon (lan .לֶֶךְ ְלְ
guage), when "lech" alone means “go”, and 
surely would have sufficed? 

Secondly: ָּּאְֶֶרְך רׁשֶׁ אַַ  to the land" - אֶֶל הָָאָָרֶֶץ אֲֲ
that I will show you." Why doesn’t Hashem 
explicitly tell Avraham the name of the 
place where he is to journey to?

Rashi explains לך לך as "for your benefit 
and for your good." The command here is 
understood as Avraham's gain, not a loss. As 
Rashi says: "And there I will make you into 
a great nation, but here, you will not merit 
to have children. Moreover, I will make your 
character known in the world" (Rashi to 
Bereishis 12:1).

It is also compelling to note that Hash-
em commanded three levels of departure: 
from your land, from your birthplace, and 
from your father's house. Leaving a country 
is hard. Leaving the place you were born 
is even more challenging. Leaving your 
father's house - one’s deepest roots - is the 
greatest test of all.

Yet Rashi highlights for us something 
remarkable about the Divine blessings that 
follow. 

Travel, notes Rashi, diminishes three 
things: children, money, and fame (Rashi to 
Bereishis 12:2). Therefore, Hashem answers 
with three blessings to make up for what 
would normally be diminished: "I will make 
you into a great nation" - children; "and I will 
bless you" - with wealth; "and I will make 
your name great" - renown. 

Hence, the three levels of departure - 
three levels of difficulty, are repaid with 
three levels of reward. What the journey 
costs, the promise repays.

As for the ambiguity of the destination: 
“to the land that I will show you,” Rashi 
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explains: "He did not reveal the land to him 
immediately, in order to make it dear in his 
eyes and to give him reward for every com-
mand" (Rashi to 12:1). 

The Torah, and Chazal’s understanding, 
are teaching us that every step of a difficult 
journey - especially when the end result 
is unseen and unknown - earns its own 
reward. Avraham had to walk with trust in 
Hashem - and himself - before he could walk 
with clarity.

Later in the parsha we see another aspect 
of this leaving. Only when Avraham final-
ly separates from his nephew Lot does the 
word of Hashem return to him, as Rashi 
explains: "As long as the wicked man was 
with him, the Divine speech withdrew from 
him" (Rashi to 13:14). The journey for him-
self meant complete departure from the 
past - including the influence of Lot, which 
stood between him and closeness to G-d.

These lessons from the beginning of Avra-
ham’s journey teach us something funda-
mental about how Hashem leads us through 
our lives, and how we choose to take those 
journeys.

In our own lives, we are so often (prover-
bially) asked “to go” - to journey forth - into 
uncharted, and unknown waters. We may 
find ourselves in a new stage of life, facing 
a difficult decision, the reality of our chil-
dren growing up and leaving home, or a 
situation, or change, that we did not choose. 
During these times, we think it would be 
helpful, and comforting, to know the desti-
nation when the journey begins. 

However, the Torah here teaches us that 
Avraham was not given the end result 
either. He was given a Divine command, as 
well as a promise, but at this point, nothing 
more than that.

This holds a tremendous life lesson for 
us, as well as our children and students. 
As Avraham faced tests, so do we. Yet, as 
the man of faith, Avraham forged ahead, 
because he understood he was not told 
only to give things up from his past. He was 
promised by G-d what the giving up would 
build in the future. 

Perhaps we, too, should view our journeys 
in the same way: not as what we will lose 
from this journey, but as what we stand to 
gain.

Through what the journey will teach us 
about ourselves and our strengths, through 
the closeness to Hashem we strive to attain, 
and through the meaningful relationships 
we will build along the way. 

Avraham went forth not knowing where 
he would go, and became the father of a 
nation that walks in his ways.

May we have the courage to go forth when 
life calls upon us to do so. May we trust that 
Hashem always guides us on the proper 
path that is uniquely tailored for each one 
of us. And in this way, may we merit to 
become, like Avraham Avinu, a blessing to 
all around us.
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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