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OU Israel is honored to welcome three remarkable Torah teachers to the pages of Toraly Tidbits.

= | RABBI ELYADA GOLDWICHT is the founder of the OU Semichas Chaver Program.

-
e

13|

He serves as the Rav of Kehilat Lev Raanana.

MRS. MICHAL HOROWITZ is a world-renowned Torah teacher
and leading instructor for the Women's Initiaive of the OU.

RABBI JOE WOLFSON, an exceptionally talented community builder, after seven years
leading JLIC at NYU in Manhattan, returned to Israel in 2022 to co-direct the JLIC in Tel Aviv.

Bruchim Habaim! We are blessed to shave your deep and meaningfu[ Toral
with tens of thousands across the Ho[;o Land!

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
‘;,' Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: Wed Oct 14
7 Days After Molad: Sun Oct 18
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: Sun Oct 25

4 |n Israel, one begins to pray for rain (V'ten Tal u'Matar) on the evening
of the 7th of Marcheshvan (which is Motzei Shabbat Oct. 17)

#1 COVER PAGE Photographed by Shua Golubtchik

I live in Ra'anana. My family and | made Aliyah 11 years ago from Houston, Texas. | took
this photo at the Jilaboun Waterfall, and it's one of my favorites. Reaching the waterfall
after a long hike and seeing a rainbow in the mist really makes you ask yourself,
"N 'wun 1 an'.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim 5:30 6:42 5:22 6:35
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al) 5:48 6:44 5:41 6:37
Beit Shemesh/RBS 5:49 6:43 5:41 6:36
Gush Etzion 5:46 6:42 5:38 6:35
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba 5:47 6:43 5:39 6:36
Modiin/Chashmonaim 5:46 6:43 5:39 6:35
Netanya 5:46 6:43 5:39 6:36
Be'er Sheva 5:48 6:44 5:40 6:37
Rehovot 5:47 6:43 5:39 6:36
Petach Tikva 5:30 6:43 5:22 6:36
Ginot Shomron 5:46 @ 6:42 5:38 6:35
Haifa / Zichron 5:36 6:42 5:28 6:35
Gush Shiloh 5:45 6:41 5:37 6:34
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 5:47 6:43 5:39 6:36
Givat Zeev 5:50 6:42 5:42 6:35
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:46 6:42 5:39 6:35
Ashkelon 5:48 6:44 5:41 6:37
Yad Binyamin 5:47 6:43 5:39 6:36
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 5:37 6:40 5:29 6:33
Golan 5:43 6:40 5:35 6:32
Nahariya/Maalot 5:34 6:42 5:36 6:34
Afula 5:45 6:41 5:37 6:34

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Noach - 7:22 PM e Lech Lecha - 7:14 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Bechoros 29
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel | aberman@ouisrael.org

I am entering Shabbat Noach with very
mixed feelings. For the last thirteen years,
despite Shabbat Noach being the first
Shabbat back in yeshiva and ulpana, my
sons and daughters have always chosen to
spend it with our family instead. And it’s
not because we were staying home for a
family Shabbat, as enjoyable as those are.
It is because Shabbat Noach is, every year
with few exceptions, the staff Shabbaton
for the OU Israel Teen Centers. Staff from
all over the country come together in Givat
Washington with rabbis and other inspira-
tional educators for a Shabbat that I have
written about many times in these pages, a
Shabbat that literally gives strength to the
entire team to do the incredible work that
they do for the rest of the year.

Let’s be honest. Working with teens at
risk in Nahariya, Kiryat Shmona, Akko,

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of our dear friend

Yehuda Leib Berren 271
on POX? PINN 12 299 DT

on his sixth Yahrzeit

Aliyah L’kever
Monday, October 19™ - nwnn’n
12:30pm
Har HaMenuchot
Gush vn, Section 7, Row )

Zoom: 81541104297 Password: 261019
728N
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Sderot, Dimona, and so many other cities is
not easy. Living in those neighborhoods is
not easy either. Our staff work day in and
day out with teens in challenging circum-
stances, and they give their entire hearts
to them. To have a Shabbaton to celebrate
our staff and recognize their efforts, to give
them the strength, the tools, the Torah, and
the inspiration, was so, so important to us.

And it really is an incredible Shabbaton.
Staff from our Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula
Outreach Center and from our OU Israel
Teen Centers across the country all came
together for one inspirational Shabbat.
Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, the Rav of Tzfat, joins
us, together with numerous other rabbis,
including Rav Yoni Lavi. Every now and
then, we are also joined by politicians who
came to see the wonderful work OU Israel
does with teens at risk across the country.
Staff stay up late Friday night to listen to
Harel Hetzroni, who started the Zula 25
years ago and continues to work with our
teens at risk. Through Rav Shmuel Eliyahu,
Chaim Pelzner, and Oren Asulin, incredi-
ble leaders for our programs, were able to
expose our staff to amazing stories taking
place across the country, and empower
them for another year.

One thing changed this year: I will not be
attending this year’s staff Shabbaton, nor
will my children. It was one decision of
many as a result of the cutbacks we have
had to make at OU Israel due to the drop in
the dollar and the downturn in donations.
Any extraneous costs, even a few extra



plates of food at a Shab- .
baton, have to be weighed
very carefully.

It leaves me with very
mixed emotions. On the &
one hand, I understand
that we have to be fiscally
responsible and make cuts
where necessary. On the
other hand, I have end-
less love and admiration
for our staff, who work day in and day
out for these teens across the country. I
am personally going to miss this Shab-
bat with them, and the chance to tell
them firsthand how much I appreciate
them, and how much the Jewish people 8
appreciate all the work they do for the §
country, for the Jewish people, and for
teens who unfortunately come from
homes where they are not receiving
that inspiration.

This brings me to this week’s parsha.
Many commentaries dwell on the ques-
tion of what it was about Noach that led
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to save him from
the rest of his generation. Why was he
more deserving than others? The Torah
describes Noach as an “ish tzaddik tamim
hayah bedorotav” - “a righteous man,
wholehearted in his generations” (Bereshit
6:9). What is this description of tzaddik
(righteous), and what is the concept of
tamim (wholehearted)? What was it about
Noach that enabled him to overcome the
challenges of his generation?

I saw in one of the writings of Rav Mor-
dechai Eliyahu zt”1 that he speaks about
two different elements that Noach needed
in order to overcome what was happen-
ing in his generation. The first relates to

the fact that Noach lived in a generation
where people were corrupt, where there
was stealing and immoral behavior of
every kind, and yet he continued to behave
in a way that showed everyone he had a
moral compass. Most people are influenced
morally by those around them. It takes a
tremendous amount of morals and ethics
to stand up strong and say, “No. That is
wrong, and I’'m not doing it.” But that was
the first of Noach’s special qualities.

The second element we see in Noach is in
conversation with the narrative that pre-
cedes the Flood, the Tower of Bavel story.
Noach had to contend with a generation
that was willing to challenge HaKadosh
Baruch Hu. It was a generation that said,
“Let’s build a tower that will be taller than
God, where we can even fight against God.”
Noach, on the other hand, understood that

OU ISRAELS5



there is a God who runs the world. When
God commanded him to build a boat, he
did so for 120 years. He knew that this is
what he had to do. After the Flood, when
HaKadosh Baruch Hu gives Noach the basic
commands known as the Noahide laws, he
takes them on and we believe that any gen-
tile who accepts them and keeps them will
be part of Olam Haba.

So, Rav Eliyahu zt”1 explained, these two
incredible compasses made Noach the
right candidate to save from the worldwide
Flood. But where did Noach get this from?
What enabled him to stand strong in his
actions and beliefs in these two very chal-
lenging times? The answer can be found
when we look at the words of our Sages.
Noach’s grandfather was Metushelach,
and his father was Lemech, great leaders
of their generations. Rashi (on Bereshit
7:4) quotes the gemara (Sanhedrin 108b)
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu postponed the
Flood until after Metushelach had passed
away. He was so righteous that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu spared him the pain of seeing
the destruction of the world.

This contains such an important lesson.

May the Torah learned
from this Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and 17y

on 1T 12 070 79

Chaim Greenberg s~
Y OWNN PYN 1-1 739

o1 AT YW’ 299 na nNa

Julia Fink-Greenberg v
YOWNN PYN 'v-1 y”av

X0
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Clearly, Noach’s amazing attributes were
acquired by having the right role models
- Metushelach and Lemech. When grand-
parents, parents, aunts, uncles, and friends
model the right behavior and beliefs, it has
a great influence on the next generation.
This is why Noach stood out among his
entire generation to be saved.

Our staff attending the Shabbaton this
Shabbat have chosen for many years to be
guides for the next generation. They under-
stand that the more positive role models
and positive people we surround the next
generation with, the more we will, Baruch
Hashem, raise a younger generation that
is willing to fight for the country, for their
people, for their Torah, for their values,
and for what is truly important in life.

When I look at the messages of this
week’s parsha, it makes me miss our
incredible staff even more this Shabbat. I
hope that, be’ezrat Hashem, we will be able
to raise the funds necessary to hold this
Shabbat again next year, and to bring back
the things we unfortunately had to can-
cel this year because of budget cuts. With
your help, and the help of Hashem, we will
continue inspiring the next generation for
many more years to come.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

ye

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

[} sean Here

To support
OU Israel
Teen Centers
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

From Receiving Support to Giving Back

This Sukkot, teens from OU Israel's Teen Centers stepped up for their communities.

Across Israel, they built sukkahs for families of reservists, senior citizens, and neighbors
who needed a helping hand.

In Akko alone, approximately 20 teens helped build more than 25 sukkahs.

But the real impact went beyond the sukkahs themselves.
Many of these teens face challenges of their own. At OU Israel, they find mentors who believe
in them, a community that supports them, and opportunities to recognize their own potential.

And this Sukkot, they became the ones others could count on.

Because when we invest in young people, we don't just help them build better futures for themselves.
We empower them to build stronger communities for everyone.

Each week, we share one QU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our homeland,
supporting English-speaking ofim in their klita and supporting Israel's most vulnerable teens to rebuild
trust, confidence, and a future.
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ALIYA BY ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA Israel Region

PARSHAT NOACH

Parshat Noach describes: the destruction
of the world through the Flood, Noach and
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel
and the introduction of Avraham’s family.

The theme we will develop in Parshat
Noach is that the flood is a second try at
creation. Bereishit and Noach are essential-
ly parallel creation stories, or more accu-
rately a creation and a recreation.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
k" Noach is righteous, while the

world is filled with evil. Noach is
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is
to destroy all living beings, He establishes
a covenant with Noach to save him. Noach,
his family, 2 of each animal and the food
are to be brought into the Ark. Noach did
all that G-d commanded.

The parsha break is curious. Because the
story of the flood begins one paragraph
before the beginning of our parsha.

The last paragraph of last week’s parsha
describes that the world became corrupt.

In loving memory of
our daughter and sister

JUDY YELLIN a’h

7y MYYR NA DYNRN NPT
on her 32" Yahrtzeit - pwnan v

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in her merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families
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G-d proffered that He would destroy all liv-
ing beings, as He regretted creating them.
Isn’t that the logical beginning to the flood,
that the world is to be destroyed? Why
begin the parsha with Noach and not with
the decision to destroy the world?

Perhaps the parsha break is deliberate.
The story could begin with destruction.
Or it could begin with the ones not to be
destroyed. Beginning with the corrupt-
ness of the world and G-d’s desire to
destroy it would frame the story as one of
destruction.

But beginning with Noach being a
righteous man and describing his family
frames the story as not one of destruc-
tion but of survival. The flood story is not
the story of the destruction of the world;
it is the story of the survival of the world
through Noach.

This will become a recurring theme in
the Torah; near destruction, deserving
destruction. But not doing it. The world
deserves to be destroyed. But it isn’t
destroyed. It is saved. Through Noach.

So, is it a story of destruction or a story
of G-d’s generosity and kindness, of want-
ing to destroy but not allowing Himself to
do it? Of man deserving to be wiped out
entirely, but not allowing Himself to do it.

There is far more detail of the dimen-
sions of the Ark than there is of man’s evil
that is causing the world to be destroyed.
The Torah is more interested in the surviv-
al, or more accurately, in the recreation of
the world than it is in the story of man’s



failure. The title of the Flood story should
not be the destruction of the world, but
rather the recreation of the world.

K 2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
& Noach is again described as

righteous. Bring 7 of each pure
animal, 2 of the impure, and all the birds
into the Ark. Noach was 600 years old and
brought his family into the Ark. The waters
of the springs of the depths were released
and the stores of water above were opened.
All entered the Ark, as G-d had command-
ed Noach.

The world will be destroyed with water.
The Torah describes in the second verse
in the Torah, that the first thing to exist
in the world was water: “The spirit of G-d
hovered over the waters”. If you want to
indicate that the world is getting a reboot,
starting again, cover it with water, as it was
“In the beginning”.

The water floods the world from below
and from above. We have seen water below
and above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d
separated between the waters above and
below and made the heavens between.
Creation involved dividing the waters; here
the division of the waters is being undone.
Let it all flood the earth. The waters that
were gathered in creation are here being
released. The Flood is Creation being
redone.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
K’} The Flood covers the earth. All

living things on land die, save
Noach and all that are in the Ark. G-d
remembers Noach. The waters recede. The
Ark rests on Mt. Ararat. Noach sends out
the raven. Then Noach sends out the dove
to see if the water has receded enough for
land to be inhabitable. She returns for she

cat Estate JE0)

GIINGK

has found no place to rest. After 7 days, she
is sent out again and returns with an olive
branch. The third time she is sent out, she
does not return. Noach removes the cover-
ing and sees there is dry land.

There is a lot of detail of water and of
time. The rising water, the receding water,
how many days it rained, how many days
it took to recede. The whole story, from the
first drops of rain, until Noach leaves the
ark takes a full year.

This stands in stark contrast to the initial
creation of the world. In creation, G-d Said
and it was. In this recreation, the covering
of the world with water took months; the
receding of the water took time. Why?

When looking at a story such as the
flood we must think not only about what
happened but what did not. How could the
world have been destroyed differently?

OU ISRAEL11



Well, it could have been destroyed like Sod-
om and Gemora, with fire and brimstone.
And it could have been destroyed in the
snap of a finger. And it could have been
reduced back to “tohu v’vohu”, to void and
emptiness.

Clearly, G-d chose not to revert back to
pre-Creation. Rather He is expressing His
commitment to the world as it is. He uses
the world as we have it to destroy it. Water
naturally falling as rain. Water naturally
welling up from the underground water
sources. Let nature run its course, albeit
miraculously, to destroy the world.

This is the most crucial part of this story.
The world was not destroyed — I mean, not
back to “tohu v’vohu - to void and empty”.
G-d did not look at the evil of the world -
man and animals - and destroy the world.
He could have chosen to destroy the world
entirely and begin anew with another 6
days of creation. He did not do that. He
“recreated” the existing world - saving
Noach, saving the world, covering it slowly
with the water that existed.

G-d is committed to this world, even
binding himself to it; He will flood it and
rebuild it but use the world as it is. In fact,
He said that to Noach - I will keep my cov-
enant with you (6:18). What covenant was
there? What was G-d Himself bound to? It
would seem that He Bound Himself to this
world, just as it is.

The story of the Torah is G-d’s commuit-
ment to man and to the world He created.
He saves the world. He saves Noach. But
even before this; Adam and Eve sinned and
were punished. But not destroyed. Cain
killed Abel, the most egregious sin, and is
punished; but is not himself killed. G-d is
committed to this world and is committed
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to mankind. He destroys the world natural-
ly, maintaining it, covering it slowly with
water and waiting for the water to recede.
That very process communicates His com-
mitment to His world and to mankind just
the way it is.
"‘ 4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
k\" Noach is told to leave the Ark
with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the
land. Noach offered sacrifices on an altar.
G-d committed to never again curse land
and animals because of man, nor the con-
stellations. G-d blesses Noach and family
to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth.
They may eat creatures but may not kill
man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach
and the animals receive the same blessings
made to the animals and to man in Cre-
ation, to be fruitful and multiply. Noach is
the new Adam. But with one dramatic dif-
ference. G-d pledges that never again will
there be a destruction of land, animals or
seasons. This was not promised at Creation.

The notion of G-d promising is shocking.
G-d making promises to man? Really? He
promises to us? Could it be that even with
all the horrible evil that man is capable of
perpetrating, and has perpetrated in the
history of mankind - that in spite of all that
evil, He guarantees the world will never
deserve to be destroyed?

The Torah is conveying a dramatic phi-
losophy of mankind. It must be that man-
kind, in just the way it has been created,
capable of evil but capable of good, that
creation of mankind is so precious to G-d
that He commits to us, regardless of our
failings. As such, the story of the Torah is
a love story; G-d’s love and commitment to



mankind, just the way it is.

K 5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)
LA
'7‘\“ G-d tells Noach and his fami-

ly that He is making a covenant
with all living things that the world will
never again be destroyed by Flood. The
rainbow is a sign of this covenant between
us. I will see the rainbow and remember
this eternal covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times
in this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so
familiar with the story of the rainbow
after the flood that its plain meaning slips
by unnoticed. G-d is pledging himself to the
world. And, as if to make sure He Himself
doesn’t forget, He places a sign, a reminder
of His pledge.

Noach has got to be looking around, won-
dering, “is He talking to me? What did I do
to deserve this? The Master of the Universe,
who just covered the world in water due
to man’s failings, He is committing to us?
And binding Himself with a rainbow, lest
He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The
Flood recreation story is a love story, the
love of G-d for man, the commitment He
has to man. And while a covenant has two
parties, each of whom pledges to the other,
in this covenant nothing is demanded of
man. Only He pledges to us.

"/" 6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
K‘} Noach plants a vineyard,

becomes drunk and lies exposed
in his tent. Cham sees Noach; the other
sons cover Noach without looking. Cham
is cursed, Shem is blessed, Yefet granted
beauty. Noach’s numerous descendents
are listed, distinctive in geography and in
language.

The echoes of creation continue. Adam
was placed in the Garden of Eden, to work
it and guard it. Noach plants a vineyard.
Adam (and Eve) sinned in that Garden,
eating of the fruit they ought not to. And
covered themselves with fig leaves. Noach
drinks to excess and his nakedness is also
covered.

"/" 7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
'/k\O} The Tower of Babel, an attempt

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The
genealogy of Noach’s descendants contin-
ues until Avraham’s family is introduced,
who journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins
as a desire for unity but ends with peo-
ple scattered the world over. The desire
for unity would seem to be a good thing.
However, unity often implies being united
under me, coercing all to be like me.

World history is the history of empires
seeking to make the world a better place
by being just like me. The theme of disper-
sion, of exile which began with Adam being
exiled from the Garden of Eden, and Cain
exiled to wander the world has its next
chapter with the dispersion, the exile of the
builders of the Tower of Babel.

The dispersion and exile of the first 2
parshiot of the Torah will be reversed with
the call to Avraham to come to the Land of
Israel.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the
Navi, Yeshayahu. It describes the nation
of Israel after the destruction of the Beit
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Hamikdash. The Navi assures the people
that Hashem will forever share his kind-
ness and love with His people and He will
continue to protect and sustain the people.

The special connection to parshat Noach
is contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to
the destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this
is like the waters of Noach to me...”

The Navi concludes with the reassurance
that Hashem remembers His covenant
with the world and His Chosen People.
The degree to which we reveal Hashem’s
presence in our lives is the degree to which
Hashem’s protection and close concern is
realized. It is our responsibility to reveal
Hashem. We achieve this by observing His
commandments and learning His Torah. ®
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A SHORT VORT

2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in B'reishit
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15
18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12
153 p'sukim - ranks 4th Largest in B'reishit
- tied w/Vayishlach

1861 words - ranks 11 (6th in B'reishit)
6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in B'reishit)
Drop in ranking for words and letters is
due to Noach's very short p'sukim. Noach
ranks 49th in words/pasuk and 51st in let-
ters/ pasuk in the Torah.

ST
’k\’ MITZVOT

None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from
No’ach, yet there are mitzvot in the sedra,
specifically (but not only) references to the
Noahide laws. So too is P'RU URVU repeat-
ed to No'ach - it is counted as a mitzva
from B'reishit, when it was commanded to
Adam.

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

(x2:1) N70X7 DN71 77 NNLL...7OX AWK '7OXN 700 )7 N7 NN

"And you, take for yourself from all the foods that are eaten ...and it will be for you and for them
to eat” (6:21)

Why the need for the pasuk to add the words "that are eaten"? Is it not sufficient for the verse
to simply write "take for yourself from all the foods"?

In addition, how can Noach collect enough food for all those animals that were to be housed in
the Ark?

The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Luntschitz 1550-1619) emphasizes the word "take for yourself"
implies that Noach should take only what "he" needs, and with G-d's blessing and miracle, it will
provide the needs for all.

The Vilna Goan (Rabbi Eliyahu ben Shlomo Zalman 1720-1797) based on the Talmud Yoma (80a)
which notes that the words "from all the foods that are eaten" (Vayikra 11:34) instruct us how
much is normally eaten at one time. G-d commanded Noach to prepare that one unit of food,
the size of an egg, and that would satisfy each creature in the Ark, based on G-d's blessing. Even
if you only eat the amount of food "that is eaten" you will still be satisfied. This is the meaning
of the verse "and it will be for you and for them to eat."

Shabbat Shalom
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The French poet Baudelaire once
remarked that the devil’s greatest success
is his ability to convince us that he does not
exist.

Whereas Judaism does not believe in
the devil quite as Baudelaire does, it does
believe that there is a “devilish” force
called the yetzer hara within each of us,
and that that force works in very subtle
ways. At the same time, with ambivalence,
we definitely do tend to believe that this
yetzer does not exist.

Jewish writings through the ages have
debated the nature of this force. All these
writings ultimately trace back to a verse in
this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Noach:
“The devising of man’s mind are evil from
his youth.” (Genesis 8:21)

And to a similar verse in last week’s
Torah portion: “The Lord saw how great
was man’s wickedness on earth, and
how every plan devised by his mind was

May the Torah learning
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of

Vivian Chesner »y

Beloved mother and grandmother
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

nothing but evil all the time.” (Genesis 6:5)

Thus, there most assuredly is an inclina-
tion for evil in each of us. He or she who
wishes to live the life of a good person is
well advised to guard against this natural
inclination. This yetzer-force rarely com-
mands us directly to do what is wrong.
Instead, it tries to craftily delude us into
thinking that what is wrong and evil is
right and good.

A favorite strategy for the yetzer is to per-
suade us that it seeks the same ends and
objectives as God does, but that alternate
ways of achieving those ends are also legit-
imate. Take spirituality, for example. How
does one achieve a sense of spirituality?

For Judaism, spirituality and the emotions
which accompany it can only be achieved
through hard work: prayer, study, sacrifice,
and above all, charity and compassion. No
easy “grace!” The yetzer, while not deny-
ing the value of spirituality, tempts us with
short cuts, and cheap and ersatz methods to
achieve the same results as the more ardu-
ous methods prescribed by the Torah.

A wonderful illustration of this dynamic
is found in this week’s Torah portion, just
after the story of the great Flood. Noah and
his family are beginning anew, rebuilding
their lives, rebuilding the world. What is
the first thing Noah does? He plants a vine-
yard. His grapes grow and ripen, he makes
wine and drinks it and gets drunk.



What prompted Noah to make wine his
first priority? Let me suggest the following
imaginary scenario to answer that ques-
tion. Noah walked with God. He enjoyed the
sense of spirituality for which many of us
yearn. He experienced a spiritual “high.” In
the past, he achieved that level of spiritual-
ity by virtue of hard work: obedience, con-
struction of the Ark, gathering the animals
of the world, tending to them, offering sac-
rifices. Along came Noah’s yetzer-force, and
said, “Noah! There must be an easier way!
You can achieve the same spiritual high,
the same sense of wholeness and holiness
without all that work. All it will take is a few
drinks of one of God’s own juices. Plant a
vineyard, make some wine and drink it and
you will feel all the good feelings you felt
before, and then some.”

For, you see, the yetzer, or if you wish the
devil, knows of the connection between
addiction and spirituality.

How well I remember the 1960s, and the
many gifted spiritual seekers who resorted
to alcohol and more potent substances to
generate moods of spirituality.

Judaism cautions us not to be seduced
by facile techniques, even in the service
of achieving higher and holier states of
conscientiousness. That is why the Torah
shifts next week into the story of Abraham,
whose spirituality was based on service,
on the courageous search for social justice,
and on compassionate concern for others
in need. In short, Abraham was dedicated
to the very arduous methods that Noah
sought to circumvent by drink.

Join us next week as we examine the
impressive personality of Abraham and
learn from him how to achieve a sober
sense of spirituality.
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COVERNANT & CONVERSATION

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

A Story of Heaven and Earth

Set between the pre-history of humani-
ty as a whole and the particular covenant
with Abraham, the story of the Tower of
Babel is one of the turning points of the
biblical narrative, central to its vision of
what can go wrong in civilisations and
societies.

The story itself - told in a mere nine vers-
es - is a compact masterpiece of literary
and philosophical virtuosity. The first thing
to note is that its historical background is
exceptionally precise. The tower - or zig-
gurat - was the great symbol of the ancient
Mesopotamian city states of the lower
Tigris-Euphrates valley, the cradle of civili-
sation. It was here that human beings first
settled, established agriculture, and built
cities.

As the Torah makes clear with unusual
attention to what seems like a peripheral
fact, one of the great discoveries of Meso-
potamia (along with the wheel, the arch,
and the calendar) was the ability to man-
ufacture building materials, especially
bricks, made by pouring clay into moulds,
drying them in the sun, and eventually fir-
ing them in kilns. This made possible the
construction of buildings on a larger scale,
and reaching greater heights than hither-
to. From this came the ziggurat, a stepped
building of many stories, which came to
have a profound religious significance.

Essentially these ancient towers - of
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which the remains of at least thirty have
been discovered - were man-made “holy
mountains,” the mountain being the place
where heaven and earth most visibly met.
Inscriptions on several of these buildings,
decoded by archeologists, refer, as does the
Torah, to the idea that their top “reaches
heaven.” The largest - the great ziggurat
of Babylon to which the Torah refers - was
a structure of seven stories, 300 feet high,
on a base of roughly the same dimensions
(further details can be found in Nahum
Sarna, Understanding Genesis).

Not only is the story of Babel historically
precise, it is also shot through with literary
devices: inversions, word plays, ironies,
and puns. One of the most masterly is that
the two key words, l-v-n, “brick,” and n-v-[,
“confuse”, are precise inversions of one
another. As so often in the Torah, literary
technique is closely related to the moral
or spiritual message the Torah wishes to
convey. In this case it is the phenomenon
of inversion itself. The results of human
behaviour are often the opposite of what
was intended. The builders wanted to con-
centrate humanity in one place (“Let us
build a city . . . and not be scattered over
the face of the whole earth”). The result
was that they were dispersed (“from there
the Lord scattered them over the face of
the whole earth”). They wanted to “make
a name” for themselves, and they did, but



the name they made - Babel - became an
eternal symbol of confusion.

Their pride lay in their newfound tech-
nological ability to construct buildings of
unprecedented grandeur. They did not
realise (the message signalled in the open-
ing verses of the Torah) that the greatest
creative power is language (“And God said
... and there was”). It was not a technical
problem that caused them to abandon the
project but the loss of the ability to com-
municate. What is holy for the Torah is not
power but the use to which we put it, and
this is intrinsically linked to language - the
medium in which we frame our ideals,
construct imaginative possibilities, and
call others to join us in realising them. The
word is prior to the work.

What, though, was the builders’ sin? The
narrative signals this, again, by a series
of verbal cues. The first is the phrase
with which the episode both begins and
ends, kol ha-aretz, “the whole earth.” It
begins, “The whole world spoke the same
language” (Gen. 11:1), and ends, “From
there the Lord scattered them all across
the face of the earth” (Gen. 11:9). The
phrase kol ha-aretz appears five times in
the nine verses: all three-, five- and espe-
cially seven-fold repetitions in a biblical
passage signal the presence of a key theme.
A framing device of this kind is highly
significant.

The second is the phoneme (a basic unit
of sound) sh-m, either as sham, “there”,
or shem, “name”. This appears seven times
in the passage. It is clearly linked to the
word shamayim, “heaven” - the place the
builders attempted to reach in building
the tower. The thematic elements of the
narrative are thus clear. This is a story
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about heaven and earth - but in what way?
To understand the point at issue we must
return to the opening chapter of Bereishit
and its description of creation.

Two words in that account are decisive.
The first is tov, “good”, which appears sev-
en times. God says, “Let there be”, there
is, and God sees “that it is good”. Creation
in Bereishit 1 is not primarily about the
power of God but about the goodness of
God and the universe He made. In histor-
ical context, this is an extraordinary state-
ment. For the most part, the ancients saw
the world as a dangerous and threatening
place, full of dangers, disasters, famines
and floods. There was no overarching
meaning to any of this. It was the result of
clashing powers, personified as conflicts
between the Gods. Religion was either an
attempt to assert human power over the
elements through magic and myth, or a
mystical escape from the world into a pri-
vate nirvana of the soul. Against this, Juda-
ism made the astonishing assertion that
the world is good. It is intelligible. It is the
result not of blind collisions and random
mutations but of a single creative will. This
alone is enough to set Judaism apart as the
most hopeful of the world's faiths.

There is however another key word,
the root b-d-1, to “separate”, “distinguish”,
“divide”. This appears five times in Bere-
ishit 1. The goodness of the universe is
itself a matter of order, boundaries and
distinctions. God separates the different
domains (day 1, light and dark; day 2,
upper and lower waters; day 3, land and
sea) and fills each with its appropriate
objects or life-forms (day 4, sun and moon;
day 5, birds and fish; day 6, land animals
and mankind). So important was this idea
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to Judaism that we have a special ceremo-
ny, havdallah, to mark the end of Shabbat
and the beginning of each cycle of “the
six days of creation.” Like God, we begin
creation by havdallah: making, noting and
consecrating distinctions.

This too is fundamental to the Juda-
ic world view. Goodness is order; evil is
disorder, an act or person or entity in the
wrong place. The word chet, sin, comes
from a verb meaning “to miss the target.”
The word averah, like its English equivalent
“transgression”, means to stray across a
border, to enter forbidden territory. Many
of the chukim or “statutes” of Judaism are
about inculcating respect for the inherent
orderliness of the universe - and thus not
mixing milk (life) and meat (death), wool
(an animal product) and linen (a vegeta-
ble product) or sowing a field with “mixed
kinds” of seed.

Creation itself is seen as the slow emer-
gence of order from chaos. This, as the
physicist Gerald Schroeder points out
(in Genesis and the Big Bang) is implic-
it in the Hebrew words erev and boker,
“And it was evening (erev) and it was
morning (boker).” Erev in Hebrew means
an undifferentiated mixture of ele-
ments. Boker comes from a root meaning
"to reflect, contemplate, seek clarity." Much
recent work in physics, biology and cosmol-
ogy has converged on the discovery that
the birth of stars, planets and life itself is a
matter of the slow emergence of ever more
complex systems of order swimming, as it
were, against the tide of entropy.

An ordered universe is a peaceable uni-
verse in which every form of being, inani-
mate, animate and human, has its proper
place. Violence, injustice and conflict are



forms of disorder - a failure to respect the
integrity of each life-form or (in the case
of humanity, where “every life is like a
universe”) each person. That was the state
of the universe before the Flood, when “all
flesh had corrupted its way on earth.”

This was not an abstract idea. The world
of myth, against which Judaism is a sus-
tained protest, was one in which boundar-
ies were not observed. There were human
beings who were like Gods and Gods who
were like human beings. There were
strange mythological hybrids - like the
sphinx, half human, half animal. Religious
ecstasy was often accompanied by a cere-
monial breaking of boundaries in various
ways. To the Judaic mind this is paganism,
and it is never morally neutral. God creates
order; man creates chaos; and the result is
inevitably destructive.

The most fundamental boundary is
stated in the Torah’s first sentence - that
between “heaven” and “earth”. Never
before or since (except among religions or
cultures influenced by Judaism) has God
been conceived in so radically transcen-
dent a way. God is not to be identified with
anything on earth. “The heavens are the
heavens of the Lord”, says the Psalmist,
“but the earth He has given to man.” This
ontological divide is fundamental. God is
God; humanity is humanity. There can be
no blurring of the boundaries.

That was the sin of the builders of the
tower. Their aspiration (to “reach heav-
en”) was laughable, and indeed the Torah
makes a joke of it. They think that their
construction - three hundred feet high - has
reached heaven, whereas God has to “come
down” to look at it (in general, the one

BS”D
On the first yahrzeit of
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Yona Efraim “Effi”’ haCohen Feldbaum ny”a
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still purer soul Ram Chesvan 7, 2025. Effi served continuously in gaza for 751 days from the
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thing that makes God laugh in the Torah
is the pretensions of human beings when
they think of themselves as like the Gods).
However, it was worse than laughable.
The Netziv (R. Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin,
1817-1893), writing in Czarist Russia and
prophetically foreseeing the worst excesses
of communism, sees Babel as the world's
first totalitarianism, in which to preserve
the masses as a single entity, all freedom of
expression is suppressed (that, for him, is
the meaning of “the whole world had one
language and a unified speech”). Intoxi-
cated by their technological prowess, the
builders of Babel believe they had become
like Gods and could now construct their
own cosmopolis, their man-made minia-
ture universe. Not content with earth, they
wanted to build an abode in heaven. It is a
mistake many civilisations have made, and
the result is catastrophe.

In modern times, the re-enactment of
Babel is most clearly associated with the
name of Nietzsche (1844-1890). For the
last ten years of his life, he was clinically
insane, but shortly before his final break-
down he had a nightmare vision which has
become justly famous:

Have you not heard of that madman who
lit a lantern in the bright morning hours,
ran to the marketplace, and cried inces-
santly, “I seek God! I seek God!” . .. Whith-
er is God?” he cried. “I shall tell you. We
have killed him - you and I. All of us are his
murderers . . . God is dead. God remains
dead. And we have killed him. How shall
we, the murderers of all murderers, com-
fort ourselves? What was holiest and most
powerful of all that the world has yet
owned has bled to death under our knives.
Who will wipe this blood off us? . . . Is not
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the greatness of this deed too great for us?
Must we not ourselves become Gods simply
to seem worthy of it?”

As George Steiner pointed out (in his In
Bluebeard's Castle) there was less than
three-quarters of a century between
Nietzsche and the Holocaust, between his
vision of the murder of God and the delib-
erate, systematic attempt to murder the
“people of God” (Hitler called conscience
“a Jewish invention”).

When human beings try to become more
than human, they quickly become less
than human. As Lord Acton pointed out,
even the great city-state of Athens which
produced Socrates, Plato and Aristotle,
self-destructed when “the possession of
unlimited power, which corrodes the con-
science, hardens the heart, and confounds
the understanding of monarchs, exercised
its demoralising influence.” What went
wrong in Athens, he writes, was the belief
that “there is no law superior to that of the
State - the lawgiver is above the law.”

Only when God is God can man be man.
That means keeping heaven and earth dis-
tinct, organising the latter only under the
conscious sovereignty of the former. With-
out this there is little to prevent human
beings from sacrificing the many for the
sake of the few, or the few for the sake of
the many. Only a respect for the integrity
of creation stops human beings destroying
themselves. Humility in the presence of
Divine order is our last — best - safeguard
against humankind arrogating to itself
power without restraint, might without
right. Babel was the first civilisation, but
sadly not the last, to begin with a dream of
utopia and end in a nightmare of hell.

A world of tov, good, is a world



of havdallah, boundaries and limits. Those
who cross those boundaries and transgress
these limits make a name for themselves,
but the name they make is Babel, meaning
chaos, confusion and the loss of that order
which is a precondition of both nature (the
world God creates) and culture (the world
we create). B

Rabbi Sacks zt”l was the Former Chief Rabbi of
the United Hebrew Congregations of the Com-
monwealth. These weekly teachings are part of
his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on the
weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Two Haftarot
in One?

The haftarah that is read for Parashat
No’ach is taken from two p’rakim, perek
54 and perek 55. But that is true only for
those following the minhag of the Ashke-
nazim. The custom of the Sefaradim is to
read the first chapter alone - the perek that
we read after Tish’a B’Av, during the seven
weeks of consolation. In truth, this earlier
chapter seems to connect more closely to
the theme of Parashat No’ach, including
Hashem’s reference to the flood itself [“Ki
mei No’ach zot li...”] as well as His prom-
ise that His mercies remain even though
‘the mountains might move’ [“Ki heharim
yamushu...”]. It is for this reason that the
Sefaradi tradition uses only the first ten
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verses of perek 54 as the fitting haftarah
for our parasha.

We might rightfully wonder, however,
why the Ashkenazim made the decision to
extend the haftarah reading by including
the final seven p’sukim of that same per-
ek (54) and then, by adding the first five
verses of the next perek (55) as well? Our
bewilderment would grow even more upon
studying and comparing these ‘two’(?)
haftarot.

Beyond the fact that (as mentioned
before) the opening haftarah reading
included references to No’ach, something
that the following section does not, we
would find, upon analyzing the two parts,
that the two segments of the prophetic mes-
sage are quite different!

Yishayahu opens his message by calling
out “Roni akara” to his nation, telling the
‘barren woman’ to “break into song”, for
her children would eventually outnumber
those of the wedded mothers. The subse-
quent p’sukim describe a glorious future
for Israel, portraying an upsurge of popu-
lation growth, restoration of the neglected
land and renewal of the loving relationship
between Israel and G-d. It is a prophetic
promise of consolation and hope that is
understandably read during the weeks of
consolation.

And then, we turn to the second part
of our haftarah, that which is read in the
Batei Knesset of the Ashkenazi tradition.
And note how this section begins in con-
trast to the prophet’s opening call of the



first section: “Aniya so’arah-lo nuchama”,
“0, Unhappy, storm-tossed one, disconso-
late”. In but ten p’sukim, Yishayahu goes
from encouraging Israel and telling them
why they should rejoice - to lamenting a
nation he describes as unhappy, storm-
tossed and UNcomforted! Nonetheless, the
navi’s message found in the second part of
the haftarah is also one of comfort, as Rav
Moshe Lichtenstein explains, however, the
solace promised in the second nevu’ah is
based upon a different theme.

The difference we find between the
opening segment of the haftarah and the
“addendum” read in Ashkenazi tradition
reflects contrasting relationships that we
may have with the Divine One. The more
“optimistic” prophecy calling for Israel to
‘rejoice’ opens Yishayahu’s message that
reflects a close relationship of G-d and
Man, insisting that, although there may be
times of punishment and exile, Hashem’s
enduring love for His children will never
permit Him to abandon or reject His cho-
sen nation. As a result, we find that the
nevu’ah emphasizes G-d’s loving relation-
ship with Israel as a husband with his wife
of youth and reiterates that He will bring
his children back again, with vast love and
everlasting kindness [v. 7,8].
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The second segment that addresses the
“unhappy, storm-tossed” nation reflects the
bond of the All-Powerful King to His sub-
jects - a King Who cares for, and, therefore,
guards and defends his ‘citizens’. For this
reason, we find this second prophecy to be
one focusing on Hashem as The Supreme
Creator [v. 16] and as Israel’s Protector [17].

The extended haftarah of the Ashkenaz-
im reminds us that Israel’s Geulah may
come about through a bond of love One
to another or through the appreciation of
those in need who recognize their only,
true Guardian.

One way or the other, Israel’s redemption
will, undoubtedly, come true. ®

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures
can be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video
archive: www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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There are few personalities in the Torah
as difficult to define as Noach. The Torah
calls him:

PIITA M DA PTY WK M

Noach was a righteous man; he was
wholehearted in his generation.!

And yet, Chazal famously compare Noah
with Avraham and seem to suggest that
Noach did not reach the level of great-
ness that Avraham achieved. Was Noach a
great tzaddik who simply lived in a terrible
generation? Was there something missing
from his greatness?

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky? offers an
insightful approach to this question.
Instead of asking, “Why wasn't Noach more
like Avraham?” Rabbi Yaakov asks us to

1. Bereshit 6:9
2. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky, Emet L’Yaakov
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RABBI SHALOM ROSNER

appreciate the possibility that Noach had
an entirely different mission.

The Midrash makes a remarkable
statement:

NI 9192 VITRDY 122810 1IN0 2327 NN
1397 .D2)IUNT) 15T D2INND DY TON DY
M52 P )IUNID By NYIY NN 93 VIiTRIY
2051 11NA D 2YA 1N NN NI 200 NINRD
PDITIR MY

Rabbi Simon said: We find that Hashem
acts kindly toward later generations in
the merit of earlier generations. And from
where do we know that Hashem acts kind-
ly toward earlier generations in the merit
of later generations? ‘Noach found favor in
the eyes of Hashem’, in whose merit? In the
merit of his descendants.?

At first glance, this is difficult. How could
Noach be saved because of his children?
His children were not yet the great figures
they would eventually become. The Torah
itself makes clear that Hashem's instruc-
tions regarding the Ark were given to
Noach. What does the Midrash mean?

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky explains that
the Midrash is revealing something pro-
found about Noach's greatness. Chazal*

3. Bereshit Raba 29:5
4. Bereshit Raba 30:9



famously debate the meaning of: ¥ M
vjiTa M) onn P

Rabbi Yehudah says: 9N ,p>78 7270 vn972
20 X2 MY YY 19972 IN HYN DY 19172 12D
T8,

Noach was righteous in his generation;
had he lived in the generation of Moshe or
Shmuel, he would not have been considered
righteous.

Rabbi Nechemiah disagrees: ox N1
IX NYN YY 11172 120 IR P78 M2 PRI
1121 11 NNR Yy YXMY SY 19772 - If he was
righteous in his generation, how much more
so would he have been righteous in the gen-
eration of Moshe or Shmuel.

Rabbi Nechemiah then gives a remark-
able metaphor: ,)in079% ¢ NNIYYY YYn
7201,773p0 N°32 NN, ND TNY NDPIN
1191 11 NN Sy 1Y NYIN 70 IR AT AN,
It is like a sealed flask of perfume lying in
a cemetery, yet its fragrance still spreads.
If it had been outside the cemetery, how
much more so would its fragrance have
spread.

Rabbi Nechemiah is not criticizing
Noach. He is defending him. The genera-
tion of the Mabul was not merely a gen-
eration with a few bad people. The entire
environment had become corrupt. The
Torah says: X2nm ©°P5KD 2107 ¥ IND DNYM
onn ¥x). The earth had become corrupt
before God, and the earth was filled with
violence.’

Noach was living in what Rabbi Neche-
miah compares to a cemetery. What did
he do? He sealed himself. He protected his
family. He built a spiritual environment in
which his family could survive. That may
not have been the mission of Avraham.
But perhaps it was exactly the mission of

Noach.

The Midrash interprets another pasuk in
Mishlei: 02992 £ YN ,T0E° DYYYY N2
The house of the wicked will be destroyed,
but the tent of the upright will flourish. ¢
The Midrash explains: 0t T’ D'yYy N°a
N N} 0”192 O9Y? HN) .91anD 997. The house
of the wicked will be destroyed, this refers
to the generation of the Mabul. The tent
of the upright will flourish: this refers to
Noach. Why specifically a tent? Noach's
greatness was that he protected his tent.
He understood that the world outside had
become spiritually toxic. His task was not
necessarily to transform that world. His
task was to make certain that the world did
not transform his family.

That is a form of greatness that we some-
times underestimate. We tend to measure
influence by how many people we reach.
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky teaches that
there are times when the greatest influence
is exercised inside the home. Noach could
not save the generation. But he saved his
family. From that family came Shem. From
Shem came the Beit Midrash of Shem and
Ever. From that Beit Midrash came Yaakov
Avinu.

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky consistently
uses this explanation to answer another
famous question. Yaakov is sent to Haran.
His parents tell him to go to the house of
Lavan. Yet before he gets there, Yaakov
spends fourteen years studying in the Beit
Midrash of Shem and Ever. Why the detour?
Yaakov had already learned Torah for

5. Bereshit 6:11

6. Mishle 14:11
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decades from Yitzhak. Why did he suddenly
need another fourteen years of Torah?

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky answers that
Yaakov needed a different kind of Torah.
Until now, Yaakov had grown up surround-
ed by tzaddikim. His grandfather was Avra-
ham. His father was Yitzhak. His mother
was Rivkah. He had lived in an environ-
ment saturated with holiness. Suddenly
everything was changing. Yaakov was
going to Lavan. He was entering a world
of deception, dishonesty, manipulation,
and spiritual hostility. He needed to learn
something he had never needed before:
How do you remain a Jew when the envi-
ronment around you is not Jewish? How
do you remain honest when everyone else
is dishonest? How do you remain faithful
when the people around you do not share
your values? How do you maintain your
identity without allowing the environment
to redefine you?

That was the Torah of Shem and Ever.
Where did Shem learn it? From Noach.
Shem had been raised in the generation
of the Mabul. Ever had been raised in the
generation of the Dor Haflagah. They had
learned how to remain righteous in HOS-
TILE environments. Yaakov needed pre-
cisely that Torah.

This also explains a remarkable com-
ment of Rashi. When Yaakov later teaches
Yosef, Rashi tells us that Yaakov transmit-
ted to Yosef the Torah he had learned in the
Beit Midrash of Shem and Ever.” Why only
to Yosef? Because Yosef was about to enter
a world even more foreign than the world
Yaakov had encountered. Yosef was going

7. Bereshit 37:3
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to Egypt. He would be completely alone in
a foreign land without a spiritual support
system. He would be surrounded by a cul-
ture whose values were radically different
from his own. He needed the Torah of
Shem and Ever.

That is the greatness of Noach. Noach did
not have a community reinforcing his val-
ues. He was surrounded by a spiritual cem-
etery. Nevertheless, he remained Noach
and he made sure that his family remained
part of that same world.

Avraham was the great outward-facing
tzaddik. His greatness was measured by
how many people he could bring closer to
Hashem. Noach was the great inward-fac-
ing tzaddik. His greatness was measured by
whether he could preserve holiness in an
environment that was trying to destroy it.
Both are necessary. There are times when
we have to go out into the world and influ-
ence it. Yet, there are times when we have
to recognize that the world is influencing
us and we need to protect ourselves.The
wisdom lies in knowing which moment we
are living in.

The Torah tells us that Noach built a tei-
vah. We usually think of the teivah as the
vehicle that saved Noah from the Mabul.
Perhaps there is another way to under-
stand it. The teivah was not merely a boat.
It was a protected environment. Outside
was chaos. Inside was Torah, family,
responsibility, and the preservation of life.
There are times when every Jewish home
needs its own teivah. We cannot always
control what happens outside our homes.
We cannot determine what our children
will see, what society will value, or what



messages will surround them. But we can
determine what happens inside our tent.
What do our children hear? What do they
see us value? What happens on Shabbat?
How do we speak about other people? How
do we respond when someone needs help?
What role does Torah play in our lives?
Do our children see Judaism as something
we merely practice, or as the framework
through which we live? That is the chal-
lenge of Noach.

This explains why the Midrash claims
that Noach was saved in the merit of his
children. The Midrash is telling us that the
way a person builds his home becomes
part of his own zehut (merit). The children
are not merely the recipients of a parent's
values. They become the parent's legacy.
A person may not be able to change the
entire world, but he can change a home. A
home can change a family and a family can
change generations. Shem learned from
Noah. Yaakov learned from Shem. Yosef
learned from Yaakov. Through Yosef, the
Jewish people survived Egypt.

Before we can influence the world, we
must make sure that we have built a strong
foundation in our homes. Noach teaches us
that saving a family is not a small form of
leadership. Sometimes the greatest thing a
person can do for the future of Klal Yisrael
is to build a home in which the future can
survive.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

Respected
Rewards

Two brothers, both acting in a like
manner, yet garnered significantly dif-
ferent rewards. “Vayikach Shem v’Yefet et
hasimlah vayasimu al sh’chem sheneihem
vayelchu achoranit vayechasu et ervat avi-
hem u’fneihem achoranit ve’er-
vat avihem lo ra’u— And Shem
and Yefet took the garment, and
they placed [it] on both of their
shoulders, and they walked
backwards, and they covered
their father’s nakedness, and
their faces were turned back-
wards, so that they did not see
their father’s nakedness.” (Bere-
isheet 9:23) The word “vayikach”
expresses the singular; Rashi teaches that
Shem exerted more effort to fulfill the mitz-
vah of covering his father and therefore
his children merited the mitzvah of tzizit,

Rabbi Gedalia
Schorr zt"l

while Yefet’s descendants merited burial.
What is the significance of each of these
rewards? And why the apparent disparity
in consequence?

Rav Meir Chodosh zt”l in K’Ayal Ta’arog
explains that clothing has two functions.
The first is to cover one’s body to avoid the
shame of physical exposure, the second is
to afford him honor and dignity. Yefet was
motivated by his desire to cover his father’s
disgrace. Thus, his descendants merited
burial, thereby providing their
bodies with a physical cover
and protection. Shem, however,
was motivated by his desire to
protect his father’s honor and
dignity so his descendants mer-
ited a mitzvah that brings honor
to one’s body and soul.

Another approach is offered
by R’ Gedalya Schorr zt”l,
Rosh Yeshivat Torah V’da’at.
He explains that each reward is perfectly
aligned with the manner in which Shem
and Yefet performed their actions. Shem
was driven by an inner passion and
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energy to carry out this great act and was
therefore rewarded with a mitzvah that is
performed when one is alive. In contrast
the singular “and he took,” reflects Yefet’s
more passive manner, hence his reward is
bestowed on those who are no longer alive.
This is a clear example of middah k’neged
middah, measure for measure. The atti-
tudes we invest in actions result in a corre-
sponding consequence.

Clearly the Torah is teaching us how
important it is to invest energy and effort
in our actions and deeds. Rav Avraham
Yaakov Gordon zt”l emphasizes that Chazal
underscores here that small differences in
effort render major differences in rewards.
Of course, Yefet did the right thing and his
reward, burial, is monumental. Howev-
er, the mitzvah of tzitzit, compared to the
entire Torah, is eternity itself. Often, we
allow ourselves to be satisfied with just
“getting something done,” when we really
could stretch ourselves that much more
to infuse mindset and effort to achieve
immeasurable dividends. Rav Wachtfogel
zt”l adds that the difference may have been
minute, even barely perceptible, yet, the
Torah is keenly aware of the small nuances,
and so should we.

The month of MarCheshvan, the month
containing no holidays, is the perfect
month for us to concentrate on infusing
our actions with purpose and lifeforce. Let
us transform the ordinary into the super-
ordinary, thereby reaping tremendous
dividends in this world and the next one. ®
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UPCOMING ISRAEL EVENTS

YOM HAALIYAH

Celebrate Yom HaAliyah through flavors, stories, and traditions from
around the world, honoring the diverse cultures that shape Israel.

Sunday, October 18 | ANU Museum, TLV

MAHJONG AFTERNOON

Join us for a lively afternoon of Mahjong—where every tile brings
excitement, connection, and the chance to show off your skills.

Tuesday, October 20 | NBN TLV Center

FROM RIGHT TO LEFT:

MODERN ANTISEMITISM WITH CHARLOTTE KORCHAK

Hear from ZEI Educator Charlotte Korchak on antisemitism, its history,
and its modern-day manifestations.

Sunday, October 25 | NBN Aliyah Campus

k.
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HEBREW HAPPY HOUR

Nefesh B'Nefesh and Beit Daniel invite you to join us for a
short Hebrew lesson followed by mingling with Israelis and
fellow Olim over cocktails!

Wednesday, October 28 | Beit Daniel, TLV
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DESERT RESILIENCE RETREAT
FOR MILUIM COUPLES

Nefesh B'Nefesh invites you to a resilience workshop by Mashiv HaRuach—
a two-day retreat of renewal in the desert overlooking the Dead Sea.

Sunday, November 1- Monday, November 2 | Kfar Nofesh Metzoke Dragot

TRANSLATION STATION

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.
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BADERECH

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC

Author of Baderech series

Sweet Talk

Rebbe Yitzchak Luria, zy’a, was undoubt-
edly the greatest expositor of the secrets
of Torah since Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai,
author of the Zohar. Known by the acro-
nym Arizal or ‘the Ari HaKadosh’, the pre-
fix alef stands for Eloki, “the Godly Rebbe
Yitzchak”. No other sage in Jewish history
has been granted this honorific. Revolu-
tionized the way we understand and live
with pnimiyus haTorah, revealed an inter-
pretive system of Kavanos, spiritual inten-
tionality toward the direction and applica-
tion of the Kabbalah in prayer and mitzvah
observance.

Who could begin to imagine the awe-
some Yamim Nora’im tefillos of the holy
Arizal? A familiar yet invaluable ancient
tale perhaps holds a tiny glimpse:

One year, following the busy holiday
period, the Arizal sensed that while the
prayers he had led in the company of the
scholars and kabbalists of Tzfas were
impactful, there was something missing
in them. In an effort to seek out a tikun
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and gain clarity on this intuition, the
Arizal entered a deep meditative state
and ascended to the upper worlds. There,
in his state of expanded consciousness, a
dream-like vision was shown to him of a
Yid whose tefillos were remarkably favored
on high.

Summoning his devoted disciple, Rav
Chaim Vital, the Arizal insisted they
embark on a journey to find out who this
fellow was and how he had achieved so
much in his prayers. After a days of mys-
tical travels, they arrived at a small hut in
a far flung Galilean town, and were taken
aback by the luminous visage of the holy
man when he came to the door. The sage
greeted him and asked, “Please tell me dear
brother, have you learned the depths of the
Zohar’s comments on tefillah?

“Rebbe,” the man swallowed shyly, “I am
sorry to say, I'm unfamiliar with that....
And, well, honestly, I’'ve never studied
much Torah.”

“But you do daven with kavanos, with
lofty intentions, do you not?”

“Rebbe! ...I don’t even know what that
means!?”

The Ari and Rav Chaim looked at each
other in wonder. “My friend, tell me please
of your avodah during the High Holy Days,
I must know!”

“Alright, if the Rebbe really wants. To be
honest, I grew up in poverty, I never had
the opportunity to learn even the basics of
Torah and tefillah. In fact, I barely know
half of the letters of the alef-beis. I'm not



so comfortable in the shul, but of course
I went anyway. Rebbe,” he grinned with
embarrassment, “I confess, I wanted des-
perately to fit in and daven with the con-
gregation; everyone was davenning so
eloquently in Hebrew.... My heart was so
broken, I didn’t know what to do, so finally
I just shouted out the handful of letters I
know: 'Aleph, beis, gimmel, daled, hei, vav,
zayin, ches...!” And then I said, ‘Master of
the World! All I can do is give You what I
know. That’s all I have, just a handful of
‘A-B-C’s’. Please help me — please string
these letters together into words in a way
that will bring You nachas..."”

Deeply moved by the sincerity of this
Jew, the Ari haKadosh bowed his head
and praised him, “Ashrecha, fortunate are
you! ..My friend, you’ll never know what a
great gift you have given me today. Thank
you!” Smiles remained on the lips of the
two great teachers of Am Israel until they
had returned to their holy beis medrash in
Tzfas.

...Needless to say, in the following year
their prayers rose to an even greater level.

YOYTA 120 0NN PPTY YR N M NTHIR AYN
MINPANN DNO-RD PN

“These are the generations of Noach:
Noach was an ish tzadik tamim b’dorosav,
righteous and wholehearted, perfect, in
his generations. Noach walked with God”
(Bereishis, 6:9).

Hashem praises Noach as an ish tzadik
tamim. The Hebrew word tam, sometimes
translated as ‘perfect’, is more accurately
‘innocent” — while implying simplicity,
purity, wholeheartedness, sincerity, and
completeness.

A lack of temimus takes a devastating toll

on our inner world. Consider the core of
our daily religious practice, Torah and tefil-
lah. While we may be able to intellectually
explain numerous p’shatim and peirushim
with fancy, highbrow language, engaging
modern and ancient literary devices and
analytical tools, it is the midah of temimus
that connects us to what we are learning,
saying and doing. Rather than merely
articulating a mass of eloquent theoretical
information, davening with temimus brings
alive a simple truth: we are speaking with
the Creator, Sustainer and Master of the
World.

This past week marked Rosh Chodesh
Mar-Cheshvan. A number of explanations
are suggested regarding the root of the
name and essence of this month. The pre-
fix Mar means ‘bitter’, a reference to this
month being broken-hearted over its lack
of any festivals. Mar also means ‘drop’,
referring here to the first rains (the Yoreh),
which fall in Cheshvan. Sefer haAruch
suggests a word play: this month is Mer-
achesh-van; merachesh (flowing) vahn (with
water), as this is the month when we begin
to pray for winter rains.

The Gemara (Taanis, 25b) recounts how,
during a severe drought, the great Rebbe
Eliezer rose before the community and

Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein
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prayed for rain, reciting the six extra bless-
ings for rain ordained by the Sages to be
added into the Amidah. Despite his twen-
ty-four blessings, rain did not fall. Rebbi
Akiva then went before the ark and cried
out:
A2DPN IVAN NPN NIX 1719 17 PR 12291 1IN
A2y O NYN?

Our Father, our King, we have no king
other than You. Our Father, our King, for
Your sake, have mercy on us!”

His prayers were answered immediately.
The Gemara then points to Rebbe Akiva’s
forgiving nature as the reason his prayers
were more effective than those of his teach-
er Rebbe Eliezer. The Arizal (Sefer haKava-
nos), however, asserts that Rebbe Akiva
opened his heart and cried out to Hashem
with unscripted words and with complete
humility and self-effacement, davening
with temimus.

The Gemara (Megillah, 27b) considers the
length of time that one prayed as the time
it is Y932 17170, ‘arranged in his mouth,’
meaning the period it continues to linger
after one has completed his formal daven-
ing. If we have prayed with temimus, our
lips may still be subtly and even subcon-
sciously articulating those prayers for quite
some time.

Arugas haBosem relates that in the
month of Marcheshvan, marchushei mer-
achshin, “our lips are still moving,” with
the the holy songs and prayers of the past
month of Tishrei. Whispers of the elevat-
ed nigunim, songs and tefillos of Selichos,
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kipur and Sukos still
echo in our ears.

Before our memories of the High Holy
Days and our kabbalos, our holy resolu-
tions for the new year, begin to fade, let us
take up the opportunity of Cheshvan. Let
us take this time to process and reflect on
our Tishrei prayers, and the lingering taste
of their words and letters. In this way, may
Mar-Cheshvan be sweetened with the after-
glow of those festivals.

And may the Ribbono Shel Olam always
hear our sincere prayers, accept our ser-
vice of temimus, and ‘make it rain’ with
floods of blessing!

Excerpt from newly released Baderech:
Along the Path of the Torah, (Mosaica
Press, Elul 5786)

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author
of the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ra-
mat Beit Shemesh with his wife Ora and their
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

RABBI SAM SHOR

Director, Torah Initiatives, OU Israel

There is a fascinating teaching in the
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interesting
take on the narrative of Noach.

Upon emerging from the teiva and wit-
nessing the destruction in the world fol-
lowing the flood, Noach began to weep,
and then called out to Hashem- questioning
how it could be that the world was deci-
mated. Hashem, according to this teach-
ing, answers Noach, calling him a foolish
servant- I told you that you were righteous
before me, and that the world was destined
for destruction, and you did nothing! You
had the capacity to daven and intercede,
and you did nothing to convince me that
the world was worth protecting!

The Beit Yaakov of Ishbitz zy'a, similar-
ly points out that there is a familiar pasuk
in Yeshaya which refers to the flood as the
Mei Noach- the waters of Noach. The Reb-
be explains, since Noach did not advocate
for the salvation of others before the flood,
the flood's destruction is subsequently
referred to as the waters of Noach.

The great Chasidic Master Reb Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy'a points out
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something interesting in this teaching. In
not advocating at all, by not making any
effort whatsoever to show concern for
others, Noach was not simply selling oth-
ers short, but rather was selling himself
short! Noach simply did not understand or
believe that he, as a righteous person, had
the ability to both advocate for or influ-
ence others! He simply didn't understand
that he, like each of us, can indeed make a
difference-that we are all given the gift of
koach hatefila, the power of tefila to trans-
form ourselves, and transform the world!

Reb Levi Yitzchak teaches us so power-
fully that each of us should reflect on this
important lesson, that we should appre-
ciate the capacity each of us has been
endowed with, that our actions and tefilot
do have the ability to impact others, and to
lift up the entire world.

This idea is reflected in a powerful short
teaching from Reb Tzadok HaKohein
MiLublin zy'a, in his work Tzidkat HaTza-
dik, Reb Tzadok taught:

K'sheim She'Adam Tzarich L'Haamin
B'Hashem Yitbarach, kach tzarich achar
kach l'haamin b'atzmo-Just as a person must
believe and be faithful to Hashem, so too one
must believe and have faith in oneself!

Hashem bestows each of us with incred-
ible capabilities-each of us must look
inward with confidence and ask our-
selves-how can I contribute to making the
world a better place?

Each year, we read the story of Noach,
just a few short days after we emerge from



the proverbial teiva of the experience of the
days of Elul, and the chagim of Tishrei. As
we begin to settle into a more consistent
routine, each of us must ask ourselves-how
can we begin to bring the inspiration and
growth we experienced these past many
weeks, and actualize our innate individual
strengths to make our mark in improving
the world?

Yehi Ratzon, may we be blessed to take to
heart each of these meaningful insights, and
may we each merit to channel those inner
strengths, and collectively bring about a
transformation of the entire world. ®

W Mazal Tov to #
David & llana Goodman and family
on the birth of a grandson,
son of Daniella & Tzvi Gleiberman
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This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning With

OU Israel

SUNDAY, OCT 18

OU Israel, 7 Hartom

7:30 pm Safrut Shimush Course (advanced) Rabbi Tzvi Mauner St.. Har Hotzvim
MONDAY, OCT 19
Women'’s Division i .
7:00 pm : Hadassah Jacob 1 Diskin St., Rechavia
Dorot Choir
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TUESDAY, OCT 20 (CONTINUED)

Weekly Kollel Boker
10:00 am - Instructors include: Rabbi David
2:00 pm Fine, Rabbi lan Shaffer, Rabbi
Aschi Dick, & Rabbi Avi Herzog

The Bais Men's Programs in Modiin
Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

1:00 pm Modiin Lunch and Learn Masamerica Offices,
Shiur followed by  with Rabbi Aschi Dick 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St, 3rd Floor

Mincha at 1:45 pm
WEDNESDAY, OCT 21 \
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”
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9:15 am Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
Parsha
. Contemporary Issues in - . Community Beit
10:20 am Lt and bt Rabbi Anthony Manning Midrash Program
Beit Knesset
:25 am idot: Rav Kook an Pirkei Goldschelder 24 U55|5hk|_n 5t
Avot Rechavia
The Turbulent Nineteenth
12:30 pm  Century of European Jewish  Dr. Deborah Polster
History
- .
- THURSDAY, OCT 22 D
9:15 am Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn
Community Beit
10:30 am  Parshat Hashavua Rabbi Baruch Taub Midrash Program
Bet Knesset Shai
11:25 am  Trailblazing the Text of Tanach ~ Rabbi Neil Winkler Agnon,
11 Leib Yaffe St.,
12:20 pm Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor il
Bet Knesset Ohel
8:00 pm Halachic Controversies (The Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick Yitzchak, Keren
Hayesod St.
. 7
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in the Heart of Yerushalayim
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YESHIVAT MERCAZ HARAV, JERUSALEM

Thursday, November 26 ¢ Thanksgiving Weekend

Rav Yaakov Shapira — Rosh Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav (43 Rav Yitzchak Neriya — Rosh Yeshivat
Torah B'Tzion & Keren Echad L'Echad

Rav Shmuel Eliyahu — Chief Rabbi of Tzfat [ Lt. Col. Rabbi Udi Schwartz —
Head of IDF Halacha Branch

Rav Yehoshua Magnes — Ram Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav
L4 Rav Avi Sylvetsky — Ram, Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav P’

Rabbi Yaakov Glasser — OU (14 Rabbi Avi Berman — OU Israel
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Monday, Oct 26 : OU Office

: Hartom 7
8:00 PM Har Hotzvim

The First Oleh: Avraham's Legacy

and the Zechut of Living in Israel
Mrs. Raquel Kirszenbaum

Aliyah Bites- Culinary Workshop
Exploring flavors of the countries we left
and the home that we chose

Henny Shor, Kitchen Coach

FREE EVENT! Registration Mandatory

https://www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-alivah2026

W
2T b e

o

The Shabbos Project

T nuany

NextGen
is for women in
their 30s-508

Personalize a Challah Board with the Art of Wood Burning
and Hear One Woman’s Incredible Journey towards Shabbos!

. Monday October 26, 8:00PM

Beit Knesset Kol Eliyahu
. Rechov Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
Across from Park Yarmut in M3

For more information and to register:
ouisrael.org/events/shabbasproject
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JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE SHAVUA ALIYAH AT

NCSY ISRAEL'S

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

JENAIRLEY @6 \!

e L :
MOTHER OF BINYAMIN AIRLEY HY'D 1 L“ é

ISRAELISTREET FOOD - PHOTO BOOTH
MUSIC - VIBES - CUSTOM AIRBRUSH SWAG

NEFESH B'NEFESH ALIYAH CAMPUS
YITZCHAK RABIN 10, JERUSALEM

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2026
7:00 - 9:00 PM

e

| REGISTER AT ISRAEL.NCSY.ORG/ALIYAH




Community Oneg Shabbat
in Mishkafayim

with Rabbi Sam Shor

Layl Shabbat Parshat Noach
Fri. Night Oct. 16, 845 pm
Hosted by Gila and Dan Saban
HaRav Avraham Shapira 28 /6, Floor -2

2- NNIj7 28 /6 NS DN1AN 270

Tisch, Niggunim,
Refreshments and shiur
given by Rabbi Shor

Shabbat:
Rest or
Redemption

Shiur will be given in English
with accompanying Hebrew
source sheets.

Rabbi Sam Shor is Director of Torah Initiatives at —
] OU Israel and author of the weekly Torah Tidbits
pI s column Simchat Shmuel
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RAV ASCHI DICK'S WEEKLY LUNCH &
LEARN SHIUR AT MASAMERICA
Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger in loving
memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and
Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

RAV ASCHI DICK'S WEEKLY SHIUR
AT MODIIN KOLLEL BOKER
Dedicated by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger
L'ilui nishmat Yonatan Mordechai
ben Elisha Tzadok Halevi z'l

RAV AVI HERZOG'S WEEKLY SHIUR AT
MODIIN KOLLEL BOKER
Sponsored by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger For a
refuah shelema for:

Yoel Yitzchak ben Payah Leah
and Levi Dov ben Tova Chaya

RABBI IAN SHAFFER'S MODIIN SHIURIM
Dedicated for the academic year
by Barry Michaels in loving memory of
his wife, parents and brother

Sarah Malka bat Shmuel a’h,

Arieh ben Yaakov z”1
Fraydel bat Aharon a”h,

David Ben Arieh z”I

TUESDAYS

RABBI BREITOWITZ SHIUR
Dedicated I'refuah sheleima for
Liam Yaakov Nissan ben Ora

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES' SHIUR
Dedicated for 2026 in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”|
by Robyn Pocker

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for 5787 by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz
in memory of their parents,

'7XI* 270 M1 NN L,NN 2 ANINATIR TNON,
'7X2N) N1 '7'ONN & X ATIA 2 ANT

SHIUR SPONSORS

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for 5787 by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"l,
'7"T ,0{727 X201 VNN DANAN [A '7TaD DNaD
7T ,7TIN QIR AY A'™IX N2 2D Y

WEDNESDAYS

THE WEDNESDAY MORNING BEIT MIDRASH
PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA
Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David and
Limud bat Avraham Strauss,
and Mordechai ben Moshe
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR
Sponsored for 5787
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”| - '7T In'7T N2 Xn'O VAW'7X

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
2"V NN N2 AMa Nnwa NT7'WY7
7T D77 AT
RABBI GOLDSCHEIDERS'S SHIUR
Dedicated nnwa 1717
'7°T An7W |2 210 DWI A"V DANAN N2 DD

THURSDAYS
RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR

Sponsored by Rabbi Michael & Jeri Laxmeter
for the refuah shleimah of their granddaughter

Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THURSDAY

PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR

Sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney
054-281-4604 or donate online: www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

b/\ Flgl-ng Soon? «lAh‘I
Travel with Confidence (=="AJ
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
058-558-2630

All brands, all madels

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh ‘
and evenywhere in between.
Service within 24 hours.

L:ﬂme——ﬁ:::.s@.}-

]
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i
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FRONTLmE
ghpport

Meaning | Mentorship | Connection

ARE YOU AN ENGLISH SPEAKING SOLDIER?

Grow Perconally. Serve Meaningfully.

e

AR

Community Evente
Join a Community of Powerful Shabbatons
Like-Minded Soldiers and Inspiring Events
._:.‘. .___- (&)
b
ARLPCEIE Meaning

Personalized Mentorship
Roeoted in Torah & IDF
Experience

Bring Deeper Meaning
into your Service

For More Tnformation Contast Pav JTan Sohwartz (M 053-325-5123 & frontline@ouisrael.org

YESH EZRA

Helping those in crisis to recover _
stability and independence ~ -‘/mw v

Director; Menachem Persoff | www.yeshezra.org

PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY Website

yeshezra,
to advance our crucial work, LA
Bank Transfer

We help those less fortunate than us, with no Mercantile (17),
family support, with compassion, empathy, Branch 642, A/C 75747843

advice, referrals, and financial assistance, (¢35 Wit IDfor taxbreak)
Checks
Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card
Sara: 058-530-9161
(Sun - Wed:: 10:30-14:00)

Scan Me! (ocvin: v

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff - 060-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com
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ECHOES OF RASHI

RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram Yeshivat Har Etzion

Maggid Shiur All Parsha and All Daf, OU.org

L'zecher Nishmat Imma Morasi Shulamis bat HaRav Shmuel Tzvi Halevi a"h

MARINE BIOLOGY

YN YN ORI 02N M NNYI TYR YD
(2”3:3) ann NaMa
All in whose nostrils was the merest
breath of life, all that was on dry land,
died.
2239 0237 N9) - "N3IN3 WK 0T
(N"Y 1" 197110)
“(All) that was on dry land (died)” -
and not the fish in the sea (Sanhedrin
108a).

The Torah describes the devastation of
the Mabul: “Kol asher nishmas ruach chaim
b’apav” - anything that breathed, anything
alive, anything that had life within it, died.
Then, almost redundantly, a second clause
appears: “Mikol asher b’charavah meisu.”
Anything on dry land died. That second
phrase seems to qualify the first. Why
repeat the point?

Rashi explains that the fish in the ocean
did not die, lo dagim shebayam. Because

FLYINGELAL? o
CHECK WITH US “Saagr—"
BEFORE YOU BOOK!”

T TP NITI R
RAIES A3 LUW Ra, Fp= -~

NYC MIA LAX
$925 $1050 $1100
hts@

holylandflig gmail.com
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they were not part of the charavah, the dry
land, they were spared. The Gemara in San-
hedrin supports this. The fish were exempt
from this destruction.

Why is it important for the Torah to tell
us that the fish survived?

One answer, from the Gemara in Zeva-
chim, is that the fish were less implicat-
ed. The moral breakdown that began in
the human world spread outward to land
animals. There were forms of corruption
described by Chazal, including unnatural
mixing that distorted the created order.
The corruption had spread into the moral
and ecological order. The fish, however,
remained largely untouched by that cor-
ruption. They were spared.

In other words, the Mabul was not a
blind or indiscriminate act. Where guilt
existed, devastation followed; where inno-
cence remained, life remained. The fish
stand as a counterpoint to how other ani-
mals behaved. Hashem preserves what
does not deserve destruction, even when
the rest of the world is collapsing.

There is also a broader theological layer.
The Mabul represents a reversal of Ma’aseh
Bereishis. The world failed, and so Hashem,
as it were, returns creation to tohu va’vohu,
the state before formation.

How is creation reversed? On Day Two,
Hashem separated the upper waters from
the lower waters. On Day Three, He gath-
ered the waters so dry land could emerge.



The Mabul reverses that process. Water
descends from above - v’arubos hasha-
mayim niftachu — and erupts from below
— nivke’u ma’ayanos tehom. The boundar-
ies collapse. The world returns to a sub-
merged, unformed state.

Within that framework, perhaps only cer-
tain layers of creation are undone. Beings
that were created on Day Six — human
beings and land animals — are erased. But
marine life, which was created on Day Five,
remains. This does not fully resolve the
question of the birds, who were also creat-
ed on Day Five, but it suggests that dagim
function as a thread of continuity, a living
remnant of the original world that persists
even as everything else is washed away.

This opens a speculative question. Does
this detail shed light on the world we
observe? Marine biology is markedly dif-
ferent from terrestrial biology. The variety
of marine species is vast.

Is it possible that marine life appears so
varied because it did not undergo the rup-
ture of the Mabul? Perhaps the ocean pre-
serves a greater continuity with pre-Mabul
nature than the world on land.

If land animals were rebuilt from a nar-
row base, from the pairs entering the tei-
vah, their descendants would reflect that
limitation. Marine life did not pass through
that same bottleneck. It did not enter the
teivah; it remained outside the cycle of
destruction and reconstruction. Oceanic
life may therefore preserve a broader echo
of earlier creation, one that is more contin-
uous and more diverse.

This small Rashi opens multiple dimen-
sions. It teaches a moral lesson about pre-
cise divine justice, a theological model of
creation being reversed, and a lens through

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

which to think about the natural world:
how traces of an earlier order may still
exist beneath the surface of the seas.

(¥"2:3) 112N IPK TYK) NI N XY

Only Noach was left, and those with
him in the ark....

UITNI 510IW0 30T M Ta7 - "M R” 'Y
DPND) NINDAD NIV BT NN NI DTIN
P2V 12211 2N NN NNY D*INIX ¥?)
(X2 YHun) DY XIND P>TY 1D TN
“Only Noach.” — Noach alone. This is
its literal meaning. But the Midrashic
explanation is (Midrash Tanchuma,
Noach 9) that he was coughing and spit-
ting blood because of the trouble he had
with the cattle and beasts; others say
that he was once late in bringing food
to a lion, so it struck him. Regarding
him may the words be applied (Mishlei
11:31), “Behold, even the righteous is

paid (for his evil deeds) in this world.”

As the Mabul is coming to an end, the
Torah writes: “Vayisha’er ach Noach” —
“Only Noach survived.” The word ach is
strange. We already know that Noach was
the lone survivor, so what is the Torah add-
ing? Rashi explains that ach means “even.”
He was the sole survivor, yet he himself
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had barely survived.

Why did Noach just barely survive?

Rashi offers several explanations. We
won’t go through all of them, but the most
familiar is that Noach was injured by the
lion of the teivah. He failed to feed the lion
on time, and the lion attacked him. At first
glance, this seems like a straightforward
lesson about sensitivity to animals and to
all of Hashem’s creatures. Noach is entrust-
ed with the entire natural world, and even
a temporary lapse in care matters.

Once Noach leaves the teivah, a hierarchy
is established. Human beings stand at the
top of creation. We are meant to harness
and guide nature responsibly. Judaism is not
opposed to using animals to improve human
welfare, even via experimentation, so long
as it is done with care and restraint. Cruelty,
brutality, and indifference are forbidden.

But there is something far more unset-
tling here.

Why should Noach be punished for
insensitivity to a single lion? His entire
year was devoted to preserving the natural
world. Day and night, month after month,
he fed and sustained countless creatures.
Why should he be punished for one lapse,
one moment of delay?

The answer is that sensitivity is not
cumulative. You do not earn credits that
allow you to be insensitive later. You can-
not justify a local failure by pointing to a
broader devotion. Even if Noach was sav-
ing the world, that lion still needed to be
fed. In that moment, Noach fell short. Sen-
sitivity operates in real time.

People make this mistake constantly.
They are deeply committed in general,
generous in broad strokes, and devoted
to many people, but then are insensitive

60 TORAH TIDBITS 1680 / NOACH

to one person in one moment. When it is
pointed out, the response is immediate.
Don’t you see how much I do? Don’t you
see how dedicated I am? All of that may be
true, but it does not excuse the lapse.

Sometimes this happens even within a
single relationship. Anyone who is mar-
ried recognizes this dynamic. A person can
work hard all day, support the household,
prepare for Shabbos, and still be insensi-
tive in a particular moment. The response
is the same. How can you say I’'m insensi-
tive? Look at everything I do!

Relationships depend upon general
commitment as well as moment-by-mo-
ment attentiveness. When you err in that
moment, you do not justify it. You apol-
ogize, and you try again. Noach does not
receive a free pass because of his heroic
year. In that instant, he still owed care to
the lion. For that lapse, he was injured.

Since October 7, 2023, responsibility has
weighed heavily on many people. Lives
have been rearranged, homes opened, rou-
tines broken, energy spent without pause.
It is hard not to feel that this should earn
some allowance. The Torah does not speak
that way. Especially when a world is being
rebuilt, responsibility sharpens. Noach
rebuilt the world, and he still received no
free pass.

92 NNXY ND D2 NXY M) DX DIFONR 101N
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(N:n) 10990 192 XIND
God remembered Noach and all the
beasts and all the cattle that were with
him in the ark, and God caused a wind
to pass over the earth, and the waters
subsided.
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“God remembered” — This name
signifies middas hadin, but it was
transformed into middas harachamim
through the prayers of the righteous,
while the wicked can reverse mercy into
judgment.

Rashi pauses on a single word. The name
Elokim generally reflects middas hadin. It
appears in contexts of judgment and pun-
ishment. And yet here, at the moment of
relief, the Torah still uses the name Elokim.

Rashi explains that something has shift-
ed. Middas hadin has been transformed
into middas harachamim through tefillah.
Judgment itself has been redirected.

This idea is far-reaching. Tefillah can
alter outcomes. Hashem created a world
in which human prayer can reshape how
events unfold.

But that raises a question. Who is daven-
ing here?

The only person in the teivah capable
of tefillah is Noach. Yet the Torah nev-
er records a tefillah. There is no explicit
moment of prayer - no dialogue, no words.
Still, Rashi reads tefillah into the pasuk. If
God as Elokim has become Rachem, some-
one must have cried out to Him.

This suggests that Noach did daven, even
if the Torah does not record it. The silence
of the text does not mean the silence of the
person.

This carries two implications.

First, tefillah predates Avraham and the
emergence of the Jewish people. It belongs
to humanity. Noach precedes the Jewish

nation. “Ki beisi beis tefillah yikarei lechol
ha’amim” — “For My House shall be called
a house of prayer for all peoples” (Yeshaya-
hu 56:7). There is something deeply human
about reaching beyond oneself and calling
out to God.

Second, tefillah does not require a perfect
person. Noach is not Avraham. His spiritu-
al life is not expansive, not outward-facing.
Soon after leaving the teivah, he will falter.
Yet his tefillah is effective.

This also broadens how we understand
tefillah. Prayer can possess real power even
when the person davening is spiritually
incomplete. When a person feels a need
and turns to Hashem, that movement itself
has power.

Part of Noach’s limitation was revealed
earlier. He did not daven for others. He did
not pray for his generation. Now, inside
the teivah, he turns to Hashem for himself.
Even that is enough to shift middas hadin
into middas harachamim.

We often try to deepen our tefillah, to
make it more thoughtful, more structured,
and more meaningful. That effort matters.
This Rashi reminds us of something more
basic. When a human being truly needs
Hashem and calls out, that call is heard.
And sometimes that is enough to change
everything.

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Echoes of Rashi is available

at: taraginbooks.com.

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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HAFTORAH INSIGHTS

REBBETZIN DR. ADINA SHMIDMAN
Director, OU Women’s Initiative

The Days or the
Waters of Noach?

PARSHAT NOACH | YESHAYAHU 54:1-55:5
TIY NI7N T2YN CHYIYI YR Y DNI N1 2N
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For this to Me is like the waters of Noah:
As I swore that the waters of Noah never-
more would flood the earth, so I swear that
I'will not be angry with you or rebuke you.

Does this week’s haftorah speak of the
waters of Noach or the days of Noach? Both
the Radak and the Abarbanel note a differ-
ence between texts. Some have two words,
ki mei Noach, referring to the waters. Oth-
ers have one word, kimei Noach, referring
to the days.

The Radak explains that either reading
brings us to the same promise. Just as
Hashem made a covenant that the flood
would never return to destroy the earth, He
promises that after the final redemption,
the Jewish people will not again experience
exile.
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@ beithillelhomes.com

The Abarbanel draws an additional idea
from the reading “the days of Noach.” He
asks us to consider what became of the few
who survived. Noach and his family emerged
from the teivah into a devastated world.
From that one family, the world was popu-
lated anew. So, too, the remnant of the Jewish
people would return, grow, and fill the land.

These explanations help us understand
the call that opens our haftorah: “Enlarge
the place of your tent ... do not hold back.”
Yerushalayim is asked to prepare for the
return of her children even while she feels
their absence. Hashem’s covenant assures
her that there is a future, and the story of
Noach reminds her how much can grow
from a small beginning.

When we look at the streets of Yerushalay-
im today, at the children walking to school
and the families making their homes there,
these words take on new meaning before
our eyes. As we continue to daven for the
complete Geulah, we can pause to appre-
ciate the life filling streets that once stood
empty — and look forward to the children
who have yet to come home. B

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

SELLING ASSISTANCE ~ MANAGEMENT
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Winter Is cum_ing...
let’s warm things up!

Join us for a singles night filled with laughter,
conversation, and meeting new people!

October 19 | 8:00 PM | Ra'anana | Ages 28-40
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Small-group
activities
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL TEFILLA

REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel Women’s Division

OU ISRAEL

Birchot HaShachar: Part 11

In the last article, we explored the first
four brachot of Birchot HaShachar, which
focus on thanking Hashem for the partic-
ular position He has given us in life: being
Jewish, having freedom, and our identity
as men or women. We now turn to the
brachot that thank Hashem for the basic
needs and abilities that allow us to function
each day.

D"MIV N7I9 D7IVA 17N ' AN YN

In this bracha, we thank Hashem for
the gift of sight. Rabbi Shimon Schwab
suggests closing our eyes while reciting
this bracha and trying to imagine what life
would be like without the ability to see.
This simple exercise can help us appreciate
just how precious the gift of vision really is.

Here is a short story that illustrates this
point. A 25-year-old man was riding on a
train with his father when he suddenly
exclaimed, “Dad, look! There are trees and
flowers!” His father smiled. A couple sitting
nearby watched the young man’s childlike
excitement with pity. A few moments lat-
er, the young man called out again, “Dad,
look! The clouds are moving with us!” The
couple turned to the older man and asked,
“Why don’t you take your son to a doc-
tor?” The father smiled and replied, “We
just came from the hospital. My son was
blind from birth, and today he got his sight
back.”

How often do we take our ability to
see for granted? This bracha gives us an
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opportunity to pause and appreciate a gift
that we may barely notice in our everyday
lives. The Olat Tamid adds another dimen-
sion to this bracha. In addition to thanking
Hashem for the gift of sight itself, someone
who wears glasses should also appreciate
the human ingenuity that has made glasses
possible. This idea is especially meaningful
to me because I have extremely poor eye-
sight and am legally blind without glasses.
I often think about how different my life
would be if glasses and contact lenses had
never been invented. Something that I use
every single day, and rarely stop to think
about, is itself an incredible gift!
D'MINY WI7N D7IVA 17N A ANN N

In the next bracha, we thank Hashem
for providing us with clothing to protect
us from the elements. The Olat Tamid
suggests that as we recite this bracha, we
should think about the different types of
clothing we have: warm clothes for the
winter, Shabbos clothes that help us hon-
or Shabbos, and so much more. Taking a
moment to consider all that we have can
help us recognize just how fortunate we
are to live in a world where clothing is so
readily available, compared to the days in
which each person had only one outfit and
would wash it once a week.

But there is a deeper dimension to this
bracha as well. I recently came across a
website devoted entirely to clothing for
dogs, featuring hundreds of outfits, from



dresses and suits to pajamas, pants, and
skirts. Looking at this website made me
laugh out loud. Because there is just some-
thing so absurd about an animal dressing
in clothes!

Why is this? Rabbi Shimon Schwab
explains that clothing has a deeper sig-
nificance for human beings. After Adam
and Chava sinned by eating from the Etz
HaDaat, Hashem clothed them. Unlike ani-
mals, human beings were given free choice
and the ability to rise above their natu-
ral instincts. Our clothing can serve as a
reminder that we are not meant to live sim-
ply by following our animalistic urges. We
have the ability and responsibility to make
thoughtful choices and to strive for some-
thing higher. Seen in this light, v>a%n
DMy is about much more than the
clothing itself. As we thank Hashem for
providing us with clothes, we can also
reflect on the unique gift of free choice
and our responsibility to use it well.
DMION YN DY7IVA 17N ‘A NN YN

In this bracha, we thank Hashem for
releasing those who are imprisoned
or bound. Even if we have never been
imprisoned ourselves, we can use this
bracha to appreciate the freedom of
movement that we enjoy each day.
The Olat Tamid explains that there is
also a deeper way to understand the
idea of being bound. Each of us has
certain assumptions about ourselves
and the world around us. We may
believe that we are only capable of
accomplishing a certain amount, or
that certain opportunities are simply
beyond our reach. Sometimes, these
beliefs become like invisible chains,

preventing us from recognizing our *.

potential.

With Hashem's help, we can break
through these limitations, discover our
abilities, and accomplish what we are
meant to accomplish in this world. Simi-
larly, someone who has struggled with an
addiction and managed to break free can
use this bracha to express gratitude for that
freedom. What a powerful reminder that
Hashem can help us break free not only
from physical chains, but also from the
things that hold us back internally.

D019 71T D7IVA 17N ‘A AN N2

In this bracha, we thank Hashem for
enabling us to rise from our beds and stand
upright. The simple act of getting out of bed
each morning is not something to take for

______ - e
5

Birchot HaShachar |
Part IT

Some points to focus on as we make
the Brachot:

D™ IMY ND - For giving us the gift of sight.
Imagine the joy and wonder of a blind person
seeing for the first time — the colors, the faces,

the beauty of the world.

D1 W21 - For clothing us with what we need.
We have an abundance and ease in obtaining clothing,
and we were made on a higher level than the animals,
with the gift of free choice.

D™ 0N N0 - For giving us the ability to move.
We can move freely, overcome addictions,
and break selfimposed barriers.
02192 APIT - For giving us the ability to stand tall.

We can stand up straight, without physical ailments,
| without stress, and without guilt.

S< Cut and paste into vour siddur
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granted. Neither is our ability to stand up
straight and move about freely. But just as
we saw with the previous bracha, there is
more to this idea than its physical meaning.

Sometimes, a person can feel as though
they are bent over beneath the weight of
life's burdens. The pressures of earning
a living, raising children, and maintain-
ing shalom bayis can feel overwhelming.
At other times, a person may be weighed
down by shame, guilt, or regret over some-
thing that has happened. When Hashem
gives us the strength to lift our heads,
regain our confidence, and move forward,
He is helping us stand upright in a much
deeper sense. As we recite 0’9193 g1,
we can thank Hashem for the physical
strength that allows us to stand, while also
asking Him to help us rise above the emo-
tional and spiritual burdens that weigh us

IN A WONDERFUL LOCATION IN
RAMOT BET, A CORNER PROPERTY,
7 ROOM COTTAGE

on Mishol Haozrad with two large balconies ,facing
the panoramic view towards Jerusalem ,possibility to
make a separate unit or clinic!

5,300,000 NIS

Roth Anglia Ramot
Contact Yonatan: 052-267-4591
www.roth-anglia.com
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down. What a gift it is to be able to stand
tall, both physically and emotionally!
FROM GRATITUDE TO TEFILLA

It is interesting to note that these four
brachot are written in the plural: ,0>my
D’MON ,00MIY, and 0’0192, We are thanking
Hashem not only for what He has granted us
personally, but also for the gifts He has given
mankind as a whole. This is why even some-
one who personally lacks one of these abil-
ities or blessings still recites these brachot.

Before concluding our discussion, I
would like to suggest one additional way
to approach these brachot. Although they
are formally brachot of naw (praise) and
NNTIN (gratitude), I believe they can also
serve as a springboard for nwpa (person-
al requests). As we thank Hashem for our
sight, we can ask Him to help us see more
clearly, both physically and in the way we
understand the world. As we thank Him
for our clothing, we can ask for help in
making the right choices and living up to
our potential. As we thank Him for freeing
those who are bound, we can ask Him to
help us break through the limitations that
hold us back. And as we thank Him for
enabling us to stand upright, we can ask
Him for the strength to face life’s challeng-
es with confidence.

These brachot remind us that Hashem is
the Source of the very abilities we rely on
every day. When we truly internalize that
recognition, we can begin to understand
that we have Someone to turn to for all our
needs. And that is one of the most powerful
lessons of Tefilla - the more we recognize
Hashem’s role in our lives, the more natu-
rally we can turn to Him, not only to thank
Him for what we have, but also to ask for
what we need. ®
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Editor, Torah Tidbits

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot (1:2):
The Foundation of Kindness

The world stands on three things...
upon acts of loving-kindness
(Avot 1:2)

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHAFETZ CHAIM

In his younger years, Rav Kook devel-
oped a close relationship with the famed
Chafetz Chaim. They first met
when the Chafetz Chaim, while
traveling, would stay at Rav
Kook’s parents’ home. Later,
when Rav Kook was in his twen-
ties, the Chafetz Chaim invited
him to join an exclusive kollel
dedicated to studying the laws
of the Kohanim and the Temple
service.

Undoubtedly, Rav Kook was
deeply influenced by the Chafetz Chaim’s
extraordinary saintliness. The follow-
ing story illustrates the Chafetz Chaim’s
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exquisite sensitivity and concern for
others.

The Ponevezher Rav, Rav Yosef Shlomo
Kahaneman, was one of the great Torah
leaders of his generation. He founded the
Ponevezh Yeshivah in Eretz Yisrael, named
after the Lithuanian yeshivah that had
been destroyed during World
War II. He was a student of the
Chafetz Chaim, although he ini-
tially studied at the yeshivah in
Novaradok.

One day, while returning to
Novaradok, Rav Kahaneman
decided to take a detour and vis-
it the Chafetz Chaim. When he
arrived at the Chafetz Chaim’s
home, the Rebbetzin told him to
wait because the rabbi was occupied.

Suddenly, Rav Kahaneman heard fright-
ening cries. “Don’t be alarmed,” the Chafetz
Chaim’s wife explained. “My husband is
praying for someone.”

Rav Kahaneman assumed that the
Chafetz Chaim was praying for someone
who was critically ill, perhaps a close fami-
ly member. “No, it isn’t that,” the Rebbetzin
explained. “He is praying for a local wom-
an who is experiencing a difficult labor.”

When Rav Kahaneman witnessed how
deeply the Chafetz Chaim felt the suffering



of a fellow Jew to whom he had no person-
al connection, he resolved to become his
student. (Beit HaLevi on Ahavat Yisrael,
Sutton, p. 211)

THE GENIUS OF CHESED

Rav Kook, in Orot HaKodesh (vol. 3, p.
313), speaks of “the genius of chesed of a
great giver.” For such a person, “chesed
and doing good are his soul’s mission and
the crown of his life.” One who possesses
an inner vision can discern in this genius
“the shine of chesed itself, precious and
lofty, higher and more elevated than all
acts of chesed that actually come into prac-
tical existence.”

“We are all fortunate if the light of
chesed shines in our midst. The world is
fortunate, mankind is fortunate. And the
nation is fortunate if the vision of a genius
of philanthropy becomes revealed in one of
its sons. The ruach hakodesh of philanthro-
Py is a treasure of life.”

This unique genius expresses itself
through chesed, bringing a spirit of life to
the entire nation. Rav Kook notes that this
genius “sometimes reveals itself through
the nation’s poor.” A person may possess
a genius for chesed even without financial
means, excelling instead in practical acts
of kindness. And when such a person dis-
covers an opportunity to translate his inner
impulse for chesed into action, “his spirit is
exceedingly amazed.”

“Those with a sharp inner eye, those
who grasp the real value of life, will be
able to recognize the splendor of chesed
even when cloaked with many coverings
of inability to actually reveal itself.”

For Rav Kook, chesed is not merely a
collection of good deeds. It can become a
defining spiritual quality - a way of seeing

the world and responding to the needs of
others.
A SERVANT TO HIS PEOPLE

When Rav Kook first came to Jerusalem,
word quickly spread that he was always
willing to help a fellow Jew in need. As a
result, people came to him at all hours of
the day, burdening him with every kind of
request.

When his friends and relatives saw what
was happening, they decided to intervene.
They prepared a sign listing specific recep-
tion hours and hung it on Rav Kook’s front
door.

The next day, however, the sign was
gone.

His well-wishers prepared another sign
and hung it in its place. That sign, too, dis-
appeared after a day. Finally, they decided
to investigate and discovered that Rav Kook
himself was responsible for removing the
signs.

When asked why he opposed an arrange-
ment designed to lighten his workload, he
explained:

“A rabbi is not his own master. He is a
servant of the people, and a servant must
be available to serve his master at all
times.”

This was not merely a statement about
rabbinic responsibility. It reflected Rav
Kook’s fundamental understanding of lead-
ership: the spiritual leader exists to serve
others.

WATCHING EVERY ACTION

Rabbi Nosson Zvi Finkel, the famed “Alter
of Slabodka,” moved his yeshivah to Chev-
ron in 1924. Among its distinguished stu-
dents was the young Rav Yitzchak Hutner,
who would later become one of the great
Torah leaders of the twentieth century. Rav
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Hutner frequently visited Rav Kook in Jeru-
salem and was deeply drawn to his saintly
and poetic personality.

Rabbi Yaakov Freitman, a close stu-
dent of Rav Hutner, related a fascinating
vignette about one of Rav Hutner’s visits to
Rav Kook, the Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Hutner arrived in Chevron in the
summer of 5685 (1925) as a nineteen-year-
old yeshivah student. The Alter of Slabodka
had recently established a branch of the
famed Slabodka Yeshivah in Eretz Yisra-
el, and Rav Hutner was among his first
students.

Later that year, in the month of Iyar, Rav
Hutner visited Rav Kook for the first time.

The older rabbi and the young genius
from Warsaw took long walks together and
spent many nights learning Torah, cover-
ing the entire range of Torah study. These
encounters established a unique bond
between the two rabbinic giants.

Years later, when Rav Hutner left Eretz
Yisrael in 1929 to visit his parents in
Warsaw, he eventually returned in 1933.
When Rav Kook saw him again, he recit-
ed the blessing of Shehechiyanu with shem
uMalchut.

The following story, however, concerns
Rav Hutner’s return to Chevron after one
of his early visits to Rav Kook:

The Alter asked Rav Hutner what he
had seen at Rav Kook’s home. Rav Hutner
replied that it had been an ordinary visit:
they had “spoken in learning,” but nothing
particularly noteworthy had occurred.

The Alter was dissatisfied with this
response and pressed his young student
for more details.

One detail Rav Hutner remembered was
particularly striking.
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“It was eleven o’clock in the morning,”
he recalled, “and a glass of milk that the
Rebbetzin had brought the Rav was still
untouched. In the waiting room sat a
high-ranking British official who had an
appointment with the Rav. At the same
time, Rav Kook was sitting with an elderly
talmid chacham who was hard of hearing
and had several questions.

“Rav Kook patiently answered the elder-
ly man. Because he had difficulty hearing,
Rav Kook had to repeat each answer slow-
ly, loudly, and carefully. From time to time,
Rav Kook’s shamash would enter the room
and whisper something into the Rav’s ear.
Each time, Rav Kook would respond, ‘Yes,
yes—but kavod haTorah, kavod haTorah.””

Upon hearing this, the Alter of Slabod-
ka delivered an unforgettable lesson in
mussar:

“If you did not see this, then what is con-
sidered ‘seeing’?”

The Alter, one of the great masters of
the Mussar movement, recognized in Rav
Kook’s conduct a profound lesson in mid-
dot. Rav Kook was completely attentive
to the needs of an elderly man who could
barely hear, even while a high-ranking
British official waited to see him. His
actions demonstrated that honoring anoth-
er human being - and especially kavod
haTorah - could not be sacrificed to conve-
nience or status.(The Jewish Star, August 5,
2015; see also Sichat Avot*, pp. 51-52.)*

The Alter of Slabodka was teaching his
students to look carefully - to notice the
seemingly small actions that reveal a per-
son’s true character. Rav Kook’s greatness
was visible not only in his Torah scholar-
ship and writings, but in the extraordinary
sensitivity with which he treated every



person who entered his presence.
PRAYING WITH WINDOWS

For millennia, Jews have faced Jerusalem
when praying. The Talmud in Berakhot 34b
derives this practice from the way Daniel
prayed in Babylonia:

“One should pray only in a house that
has windows,” as it says: “Daniel would
enter his house, where there were open
windows in his upper chamber facing Jeru-
salem; three times a day he would kneel
and pray” (Daniel 6:11).

Why are windows necessary for prayer?
Is prayer not fundamentally a private exer-
cise of the soul, requiring inward concen-
tration? And why did Daniel specifically
face Jerusalem?

ENGAGED PRAYER

Prayer is an intensely introspective activ-
ity, but it should never lead us to lose sight
of the world around us. If meditation and
private prayer cause us to withdraw from
the world, we have misunderstood prayer’s
ultimate purpose.

The full meaning of prayer cannot be
realized by someone who is secluded from
the needs and struggles of society. Prayer
should inspire us to act for justice, compas-
sion, and the betterment of the world.

For this reason, the Sages taught that one
should pray in a room with windows. The
windows symbolize our connection to the
world outside and remind us that our spir-
itual lives carry moral obligations toward
others.

At the same time, we turn toward Jerusa-
lem. Our aspirations to perfect the world
must be directed toward the goal of univer-
sal peace. This is the significance of facing
Jerusalem, whose name is associated with
peace. Jerusalem is the focal point from
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6.500.000 NIS
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which God’s prophetic message radiates
outward: “For Torah shall come forth from
Zion, and the word of God from Jerusalem”
(Isaiah 2:3).

Prayer, then, is both inward and out-
ward. We turn inward to encounter God,
but we look outward toward a world that
needs to be repaired.

(Based on Silver from the Land of Israel,
Morrison, adapted from Ein Ayah, vol. I, on
Berakhot 34b [5:124].)

CHESED LE'AVRAHAM

Rav Kook teaches that the uniqueness of
Avraham’s chesed was its universal scope.
Avraham did not restrict his kindness to his
family or community; his chesed extended
to all humanity.

Rav Kook beautifully describes this over-
flowing quality of kindness and calls upon
us to follow in the ways of our nation’s
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IN THE QUIET HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY
Distinctive 4-room Garden Apartment. Small
historic building, spacious, huge front terrace

as an additional outdoor living room, large
beautiful garden, private entrance, high-
quality finishes and design, clever use of the
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founding father:

“These are the ways of the tzaddikim
who are the foundation of the world: they
judge the world by giving each person the
benefit of the doubt; they love finding the
righteousness in everyone and hate finding
fault in others. These are the true students
of Avraham our forefather and of those
who walk in his ways.” (Orot HaKodesh 3,
pp. 332-333)

This is the foundation of Pirkei Avot 1:2:
“The world stands on three things: Torah,
avodah, and acts of kindness.”

For Rav Kook, chesed is not simply one
virtue among many. It is a way of being. It
is the ability to see the dignity and good-
ness in another person, to feel another’s
suffering as one’s own, and to translate that
sensitivity into action.

The examples of the Chafetz Chaim and
Rav Kook reveal this ideal in practice. The
Chafetz Chaim wept for a woman he did
not know. Rav Kook gave an elderly Torah
scholar his full attention while an import-
ant official waited. He refused to limit the
hours in which people could seek his help
because he understood himself as a servant
of the public.

True chesed begins with seeing. It con-
tinues with feeling. And it reaches its full-
est expression when that feeling becomes
action. =

..|_ Rabbi Goldscheider's most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special

s Price for Torah Tidbits readers.

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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I was on a bus, and someone
did not have enough money on their Rav-
Kav (transit card) to pay. He asked if I could
pay for him and pay me back in cash. The
bus fare was 14.50 NIS, and neither of us
had enough small change to work out exact
payment, so he handed me a 20 NIS bill
and send “It’s fine,” and he indeed did not
seem to care much. I am a 12-year-old, and
my parents put the money on my Rav-Kav.
Can I keep the extra money he gave me, as
I was the one who made the deal, or do I
have to give it to my parents?

Since you ask a precocious
question, I can give you a serious answer
with the basic halachic analysis and sourc-
es — a full treatise would be too long.

The gemara (Ketubot 98b) discusses a case
where Reuven gave Shimon money to buy
something for him and the seller purpose-
ly gave Shimon more of it than the normal
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price indicates. The gemara says that if the
price of the commodity is fluid, all that was
given goes to Reuven. If the price is set, the
extra received is split between Reuven and
Shimon. Rashi (ad loc.) explains that if the
price is fluid, we view the ostensible extra
as an integral part of the sale, and the sale of
course was done on Reuven’s behalf. How-
ever, if the price is set, the extra is viewed
not as part of the sale but as a present. The
reason the clear extra is divided between
Reuven and Shimon is that we do not know
who the intended recipient is.

The Rif (ad loc.) explains differently.
He views Shimon as the natural recipient
when the price is set, but since he was only
able to make the deal due to Reuven’s mon-
ey, Reuven deserves half of the extra pro-
duce. The Rama (Choshen Mishpat 183:6)
prefers Rashi’s approach (which surprised
the Shach, CM 183:12) and therefore says
that if the seller said he intended the extra
for Shimon, Shimon receives it all.

The simple application of this rules is to
say that validating a fare has a set price,
which is why your acquaintance looked
for 14.50 NIS. This would make the extra
5.50 NIS a present, either to you as a help-
ful young man or to your parents, who
trained you to use their money to help
someone; you would thus split the 5.50 NIS.
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However, it is also possible your acquain-
tance did not intend for a present but to
save the time/embarrassment of trying
to get change. Under the circumstances,
this would be a natural way of buying the
fare or reimbursing the money (one could
argue either formulation), so the whole 20
NIS would go to your parents. So, the hala-
chic picture is murky.

According to the strict Halacha, par-
ents who support their child are entitled
to claim the objects their child finds (see
Bava Metzia 12b). This halacha is true for
a gift a supported, minor child receives as
well (Rama, CM 270:2). Therefore, even if
you deserve some of the extra money, as
a present, your parents are able to take
it from you. It is true that it is very com-
mon nowadays for parents to waive this
right. However, you should not necessarily
assume that regarding the money in ques-
tion, for which there are strong indications
that your parents have a claim irrespective
of your relationship, your parents would
waive their halachic right.

Let me give you advice about handling
questions of permission needed from
someone who has asymmetrical author-
ity (e.g., parents, employers), who, due to
legal, halachic, and/or practical reasons,
have the right to decide. People often ask
whether they may assume implicit permis-
sion for this or that. My frequent advice is
— it is more respectful and you are more
likely to receive the permission if you
ask them. In this case, (parents, see Fifth
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OLD KATAMON: New boutique development!
Selection of spacious 4-5 room apartments and
stunning penthouses. High-end finishes throughout,
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Commandment) I suggest that instead of
asking, “Can I keep the money?” announce
“Here is the 20 shekels I got for use of the
Rav Kav.” If your parents take it, they
deserve it for all they do, and that might
be the best chinuch. If they return the dif-
ference, you will have a nice feeling. If you
discussed it, and your parents suggested
seeking out the Halacha, that is wonderful.

Best wishes for continued personal
growth, and mazal tov on your upcoming
bar mitzva.

Having a dispute?

) For a Din Torah in English
f -\' or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 « Fax: (02) 537-9626
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We’ve all experienced that moment when
Yom Tov comes to an end and we return to
the daily grind of life, what Israelis like to
call “Acharei Hachagim.” After two months
of intense spiritual growth spanning Elul,
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkos,
we suddenly find ourselves back in our dai-
ly routine. The next major landmark isn't
until Chanukah.

So, what is our day-to-day goal right
now? What are we supposed to do with all
the spiritual energy we built up?

The answer lies tucked away in a myste-
rious command in Parshat Noach.

As Hashem gives Noach the blueprint
for the Teivah (Ark), He instructs: “Tzohar
ta'aseh la'teivah”. Rashi’s primary explana-
tion defines a tzohar as a window. But look-
ing closely, three glaring questions emerge:
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1. Why only one window? The Ark had
three decks filled with individual rooms
(kinim). A single window wouldn’t illu-
minate the rest of the ship.

2. Why the unique name? Biblical Hebrew
uses the word chalon for a window, a
word the Torah uses just a few chapters
later when Noach opens the window to
send out the raven! Why call it a tzohar
here?

3. What was its purpose? During the
Flood, day and night ceased (yom v'lailah
lo yishbotu), and the world outside was
pitch black. What good is a window if
there is no natural light outside to let in?

To understand this, we must recog-
nize that there are two distinct types of
windows:

* Type A (Standard Windows): Built to
bring the outside world inside, letting in
natural sunlight, views, and fresh air.

* Type B (Display Windows): Built to
project what is on the inside out to the
public, like a storefront display.

When Shlomo HaMelech constructed
the Beis HaMikdash, he built its windows
shekufim atumim, narrow on the inside and
wide on the outside. Standard architecture
does the reverse to trap sunlight in the
house. However, the Beis HaMikdash did



not need outside light; its entire purpose
was to project its spiritual light outward to
a dark world!

Remarkably, Noach’s Teivah shared
several striking features with the Beis
HaMikdash:

* Teshuvah: Like the Mikdash, its con-
struction was a monument urging
humanity to repent.

+ The Spatial Miracle: The Ramban notes
that fitting all the animals into the Ark
was a supernatural feat (m'at machzik
et hamatrubah), just as the Aron miracu-
lously fit inside the Kodesh HaKodashim.

* The Hidden Hint: Parshat Noach con-
tains pesukim, the exact Gematria of
Betzalel, the builder of the Mishkan!

Now all three questions fall into place!

The tzohar was never meant to bring out-
side light into the teivah. It was a unique
window, narrow on the inside and widen-
ing outward, designed to project spiritual
light from within the teivah out into the
world. This is why it is called a tzohar: it
was narrow on the inside, tzar, and wide
on the outside. It also explains why only
one window was necessary.

Just as the teivah resembles the Mikdash,

so too does the soul of every Jew. The Torah
commands, “V’asyu li Mikdash v’shachanti
b’tocham”, make Me a Sanctuary, and I will
dwell within them. The Torah does not
say that Hashem will dwell “within it,” but
“within them. Every single Jew is a walking
Beis HaMikdash.

Over Elul and the Chagim, we worked
tirelessly to perfect our inner Sanctuary.
But the goal of “Acharei Hachagim” is not to
keep our growth locked inside. Now is the
time to build a tzohar, to wear our emunah
proudly on our sleeves, illuminate our sur-
roundings, and project warmth and faith
into the world around us. Don't hide your
light, it's your time to shine!

For more shiurim by Rav Elyada Goldwicht seach
YouTube and Spotify.
www.youtube.com/@RavElyadaGoldwicht
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This week’s dvar Torah is sponsored by the Glowinsky family in loving memory of
Avraham Chaim ben Avraham z’1, on the occasion of the yarzheit 28 Tishrei

The Measure of
Righteousness

Parshas Noach begins ten generations
after Creation, when we learn of a cor-
rupt world. The Torah tells us about
one man and his family - Noach, Naama,
Shem, Cham, Yafes and their wives - who
remained untainted. Hashem tells Noach
that He will bring a great deluge to destroy
the world and humanity, and after the
flood, we meet a broken and shattered
Noach, trying to rebuild after destruction.

The parsha begins by introducing us to
its hero:

PIOITI M0 DR 2T YN N N NT2IR NN
N17920070 D RPORNNN - These are the off-
spring of Noach: Noach was a righteous
man, perfect in his generation; Noach
walked with G-d (Bereishis 6:9).

At face value, the pasuk seems to be
praising Noach highly, and yet, the Sages
understand something deeper.

YN772 - "in his generation.” Why does the
Torah qualify Noach's righteousness by
tying it to his generation? Was he absolute-
ly righteous - or only by comparison?

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care
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Rashi records a famous dispute among
Chazal. Some understand this word as
praise: if Noach remained a tzaddik in a
generation as corrupt as his own, then in
a generation of righteous people he would
have been even more righteous. Others
read the very same word as a limitation:
it was only relative to his wicked genera-
tion that Noach was considered righteous.
Had he lived in the generation of Avraham
Avinu, he would have been considered as
“k’lum, nothing”.

The same one word: 9772 - "in his gener-
ation,” with two opposing opinions. What is
the Torah teaching us?

Perhaps the Torah is telling us something
profound about righteousness: how we
measure the people around us and how we
measure ourselves.

If righteousness is only relative - "I'm
doing fine compared to everyone else" - then
we risk our behavior and actions collaps-
ing into complacency. We look around at a
compromised world and may conclude that
our own compromises are perfectly accept-
able, perhaps even better than acceptable!
“Compared to everyone else around me,
I'm doing great,” we may lead ourselves
to believe. The yetzer hara needs no better



argument than this.

However, there is a danger in the abso-
lute standard as well. If we measure our-
selves only against the greatest tzaddikim,
against an ideal of perfection untouched
by personal life circumstances, we then
risk despair. We forget that Hashem judges
each person within the reality of his own
life - his challenges, his background, his
generation, his own unique strengths and
weaknesses. As Chazal teach: X7yx D195
NN - according to the effort is the reward
(Pirkei Avos 5:23). The effort matters. The
context matters. The individual matters.

The Torah, in its wisdom, holds both
truths at once. Noach is called p>7% WX
D10 - genuinely righteous and pure. And
yet the Torah will not let us forget »1772 -
that his righteousness was born in the very
times in which he lived, against the current
of those around him in his generation.

There is another nuance in the pasuk
worth studying. The Torah does not say
that Noach walked before G-d, but rath-
er that he walked with G-d: D’RoXD NN
n722000.

Rashi explains: Avraham, of whom it is
said "walk before Me" (Bereishis 17:1), drew
strength from within his spiritual reserves
and walked on his own. Noach walked with
G-d - he needed Hashem's support to hold
him up.

From here we learn that even the tzaddik
of his generation did not stand alone. He
leaned on the very Hand of G-d that mea-
sured him. Perhaps that is why the Torah
calls him b’nn, pure - because he was pure
and wholehearted and knew to Whom to
turn when he was in need.

These lessons, from the personality of
Noach, have powerful implications for

how we see others. In the realm of chinuch,
when we evaluate a child or a student, do
we measure him against his siblings, class-
mates, or some abstract ideal? Or do we
ask a deeper question: given his genera-
tion, his struggles, his starting point - is he
walking, as best he can, with G-d? A child
who works hard for every accomplishment
may find greater success - for him, in his
exact situation - than the one for whom
everything comes easily.

The same is true in our interpersonal
relationships. In shalom bayis, in friend-
ship, in community - we are, all too often,
quick to judge others against an absolute
standard while judging ourselves generous-
ly against our circumstances.

The Torah subtly asks us to reverse that:
to extend to others the understanding of
context we grant ourselves, while hold-
ing ourselves to the higher standard we
demand of others.

And in our own avodas Hashem, the
message of Noach is both a chizuk and a
demand. Chizuk, because Hashem certainly
sees the generation we live in - its distrac-
tions, pressures, confusion, and challenges
- and He measures our strivings according-
ly. Yet, demanding, because "everyone else
is struggling too" can never be an excuse
for standing still or our own complacency
with self.

Noach built his teivah while everyone
around him mocked him. He walked with
G-d while the generation walked away
from G-d. He did not wait for better com-
pany or easier times. He was righteous
- in his generation, and therefore, for all
generations.

May we merit to walk with Hashem and
reach our individual potential, for the
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generation and times in which we live.
May we be honest about where we stand,

generous in how we see others, and unwill-
ing to let the darkness around us hold us
back from reaching our own potential as

individuals, as Jews, and as ovdei Hashem.
H .0%Y nayy maw m9wa novaa
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THE GOOD WE INHERIT

The Chain of Generations = w. s

Spain, 1492. Don Isaac Abarbanel was a Then came the decree: every Jew in Spain

royal adviser and a great Torah scholar. must convert or leave.
His family traced its line to King David. Abarbanel begged the king to withdraw it.

He later wrote: “I cried out until my throat was dry.” The decree stood. Abarbanel refused to
Abarbanel, Introduction to Melachim convert and left with his people.

Years later in Italy, writing on Bereishit,
Abarbanel called Avraham and his descendants
the chain from which the Jewish nation began.

APINA MPINA NPwHY Onw 19N 0TaR TN
Abarbanel on Bereishit 5:1

He gave up his place in the esteemed court of Spain,
but not his place in the enduring chain of the Jewish
people. His Torah commentary is still studied today.

Historical source: Haim Beinart, The Expulsion of the Jews from Spain.
Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508) - Yahrzeit: 29 Tishrei - Shabbat Bereishit, 10 October 2026

THE GOOD WE INHERIT ]_i;:I . Preserve your family stories in a beautiful book.
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Should She Know About His
PTSD Before the First Date?

Malka asks:

Hi Aleeza

I read your articles in Torah Tidbits and
feel you do a great job.

I am looking into making a match and
the young man is on meds for a few years
for PTSD, however he is and has been sta-
ble for years. I used to think one waits to
tell that until after they have at least met
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once, but the young man tells me that in
our society, potentials are checked out
before meeting so he figures it is better to
say upfront.

The question is should I share this before
they meet or not?

Aleeza answers:

There isn’t only one right time to share
something like PTSD. There are actually two
very reasonable ways to handle it, and a lot
depends on the person whose story it is.

Generally, 'm comfortable with a single
sharing something like this themselves
once they’ve started dating. It doesn’t nec-
essarily need to be a first-date conversa-
tion. A first date is usually about meeting
the person, not meeting their entire medi-
cal and emotional history.

By the second, third or fourth date, when
there is some connection and both people
are interested in continuing, there may be
an appropriate opportunity to say, “There’s
something important about my history that
I want you to know.”

That gives the person the chance to
explain their own experience instead of
having a matchmaker explain it for them.
They can share what happened, where they
are today, why they take medication, how
they’re doing and anything else that would



be important for someone considering a
future with them to understand.

But your situation is different for one
important reason: he is asking you to share
it beforehand.

And in this case, I would.

He isn’t embarrassed by his history. He
isn’t asking you to hide it or worried that
someone will find out. He’s actually saying,
“I would rather know that the woman say-
ing yes to me knows this information and
is still comfortable meeting me.”

I think that’s very reasonable.

Especially in a community where people
do significant checking before agreeing to a
date, sharing this information upfront also
means she isn’t going to hear something
through someone else, wonder why it wasn’t
mentioned or feel caught off guard later.

At a baseline, if she knows he previous-
ly suffered from PTSD, is currently tak-
ing medication, and still says yes, you’re
already one step ahead. She has enough
information to decide whether she is com-
fortable exploring the match.

But, and this is important, the matchmaker
should give the headline, not the whole story.

You can share the basic information
honestly and calmly, without diagnosing,
explaining, defending or giving details that
really belong to him.

Then, if they date and a connection
develops, I would strongly encourage him
to have the deeper conversation himself.
At that point, she can understand not only
what was, but what is: his emotional health
today, how the PTSD affects him now, what
role medication plays, and anything else
that could meaningfully impact a marriage.

The goal isn’t simply disclosure. The
goal is disclosure with the right person,

at the right time, with the right amount of
information.

And in this case, because he is com-
fortable having the information shared
upfront, I would follow his lead and have
you disclose the information and also
vouch for how long you’ve known him and
you can describe his stability from your
own personal experience of him.

May Hashem give you the wisdom to
share what needs to be shared with sensi-
tivity, and dignity.

And keep me posted about this match!

Blessings, Aleeza B
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Rav of Beis Midrash Mevakshei Emes, Mishkafayim, Beit Shemesh

Lessons from Mesillas
Yesharim’s Glaring Omission

Adapted by Tzvi Goldstein

The sefer Mesillas Yesharim can rightly be
called one of the most essential sifrei mussar
for a ben Torah. The structure of the sefer is
based on a statement made by Rabbi Pinchas
ben Yair in Maseches Avodah Zarah:

NP 1PN 12 ONID 237 MK
AN MPDT MDY Y AN
DPPI Y I MBI P Y
MYMID MY *TY XA NP
*TY P3N N0 ML TP Mean
Y STY INAN MITON ,MTON
DR KON DXY TP P3N MY
DYITH ,NYITR 2T INX2IN KON
UTIpD MM ,OTIPD M Ty Ian
LoNRD PN T I

Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair said:
The Torah leads to caution, caution leads to
alacrity, alacrity leads to cleanliness, clean-
liness leads to separation (from impurities),
separation leads to purity, purity leads to
piety, piety leads to humility, humility leads
to fear of sin, fear of sin leads to sanctity,
sanctity leads to ruach hakodesh, and ruach
hakodesh leads to the resurrection of the
dead.!

The Ramchal built Mesillas Yesharim as
a step-by-step exploration of each of these
middos, culminating with the middah of
kedushah. However, there seems to be one

1. 20b.
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Rabbi Dovid Miller
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step missing: Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair opens
by stating that Torah brings one to zehirus,
caution regarding sin, but the first middah
addressed by the Ramchal is zehirus; why
doesn’t the Ramchal address what seems to
be the “first rung” of the ladder,
Torah?

Fundamental principles from
three different baalei machshavah
can lead us to important lessons
that can be derived from the Mesil-
las Yesharim’s striking omission.

_ 1. TORAH IS PART
B OF THE OTHERS

In a letter, Harav Yitzchak Hut-
ner, zt”l, observed that there is a
distinction between the middos described
by the Mesillas Yesharim and the stage of
Torah. Physics states that a person can only
be in one place at a time; if they are on one
step, they can’t simultaneously be on another
step. Similarly, if a person is working on the
stage of zehirus, that means they have not yet
reached zerizus. Once they advance to zer-
izus, they by definition have incorporated the
practice of zehirus into their avodas Hashem
and they are no longer found on that step.

Torah, though, is different. Torah is not
distinct from the other steps on the staircase
leading up to ruach hakodesh and techiyas
ha’meisim; it is incorporated into every



step. For this reason, the Ramchal did not
limit Torah to the beginning of the sefer. He
instead built Torah into every middah, show-
ing how learning serves to help an individual
develop themself as an eved Hashem.?
PRACTICAL TORAH IS COMPLETE TORAH

Rav Hutner’s principle is aptly described
by the Ramban in his letter to his son, where
he states that a person should not step away
from a sefer before figuring out how his
learning can impact his avodas Hashem.
While this is relatively simple when learn-
ing a mussar or machshavah sefer, it can be
many orders more difficult when learning
Gemara or the intricacies of halachah. Peo-
ple must avoid falling into the trap of learn-
ing a bifurcated Torah — or, even worse, liv-
ing a bifurcated life — where some limudim
are about improving oneself as a servant of
the Creator and others are about “developing
skills” or enjoying the back-and-forth of the
sugyah. Even if one can’t follow the Ram-
ban’s advice every time he finishes learning,
at least once a week a person should spend
time reflecting on what he learned over the
past week and try to glean some lesson for
his avodas Hashem. In this way, he will be
applying Rav Hutner’s understanding of the
Ramchal’s omission: Torah is part of working
on all the middos in Mesillas Yesharim, not
a distinct step that one works on and then
moves on from.

2. HIGHLIGHTING MITZVOS HA'LEV

Harav Mandelbaum, author of the com-
mentary B’mesilah Naaleh, suggests that the
Ramchal has his own explanation for this
curious omission of Torah. The Ramchal orig-
inally wrote Mesillas Yesharim as a debate
between a chacham and a chassid. In this

2. See B’mesilah Naaleh, pg. 85.

original version, known as Sefer Havikuach,
the chassid says to the chacham, “Consider
the pasuk of yiras Shamayim: ‘V’atah Yisrael,
mah Hashem Elokecha sho’el mei’imach... —
And now, Yisrael, what does Hashem ask of
you...”” After listing such crucial mitzvos as
yiras Hashem, avodas Hashem, and ahavas
Hashem, the Torah continues, “lishmor es
mitzvos Hashem v’es chukosav — to guard
Hashem’s mitzvos and chukkim.” The impli-
cation is that whatever came before this final
phrase was not included in the “mitzvos and
chukkim” that we are called to guard and
protect, but how can that be? The Ramchal
has the chassid explain that the Torah is dis-
tinguishing between mitzvos of the intellect,
like loving and developing awe for Hashem,
and mitzvos of the body, the many mitzvos
that are accomplished through action. The
fact that the mitvzos of the intellect, what he
calls “mitzvos ha’lev,” are listed first is meant
to indicate that they are more chashuv, more
important and consequential for true avodas
Hashem.

The middos described in Mesillas Yesharim
are components of those mitzvos ha’lev.
Learning Torah, though, as important as
it is, is considered a mitzvah she’b’guf, an
active mitzvah. In order to highlight the pre-
eminence of the mitzvos ha’lev, the Ramchal
chose to leave out his discussion of Torah as
the first step of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair’s pro-
gram of spiritual growth.?

“DISTRACTED” BY LEARNING

I have seen the consequences of focusing
too much on learning, without developing
one’s middos and the foundations of avodas
Hashem. A maggid shiur once shared with

3.This answer does beg the question of why
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair did choose to include
Torah in his list of how to reach ruach
hakodesh and techiyas ha’meisim.
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me that one his talmidim was learning very
well in his second year. He set a goal to work
through all of a large yeshiva masechta, an
impressive feat. However, the mashgiach
called him in for a meeting and encouraged
him to focus on a few weak points in his avo-
das Hashem that could use more targeted
work. The student chose not to listen to the
mashgiach.

This student indeed completed the masech-
ta that year and went on to spend a year or
two in a more “prestigious” yeshiva. After a
couple of years, he got married — but shortly
after that time, he got divorced. Today, this
student is not very religious anymore. This
is what the mashgiach foresaw: focusing on
learning to the exclusion of developing one’s
spiritual character is a recipe for disaster.*

3. TORAH IS CLARITY

Mori v’rabi Harav Dovid Miller, shlita,
pointed out that in fact, the Ramchal does
incorporate Torah into the Mesillas Yesharim.
There is one chapter before the Ramchal
begins to delineate the middos from Rabbi
Pinchas ben Yair. He opens with his well-
known line: “The foundation of chassidus
and the root of service is for a person to have
total clarity regarding his obligation in this
world...” Torah provides guidance regarding
exactly this question — what is a person’s
obligation in this world, and how are they
to accomplish it? In fact, the word “torah”
itself indicates this: it means “to teach” or “to
guide.”

4. This student adopted the same approach
toward shalom bayis. I asked him when he was
engaged if he had prepared for shalom bayis at
all by learning the hashkafic underpinnings of
marriage and the ideal relationship between

a husband and wife; he answered that he had
not, he had learned the halachos. Those are of
course essential, but the “mitzvos ha’lev” must
be prioritized as well.
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The Gemara in Avodah Zarah divides
human history into three periods.[5]° The
first two thousand years are “tohu va’vohu,”
the next two thousand years are “Torah,”
and the final two thousand years are the
time of Mashiach. Doing the math, it turns
out that the two millenia of Torah begin not
with Kabbalas HaTorah, as one may have
expected, but with Avraham being sent to
Eretz Canaan: “Lech lecha mei’artzecha...” In
what way is this Torah? Rav Miller explained
by noting that until this point in the Torah,
people are described as leaving places, not as
being sent towards places. Avraham was the
first person who was given a specific charge
to go to a certain place. This is the essence
of what Torah is: to clarify one’s destination
in their mind, along with the steps needed
to get to that place. In this way, the Ramchal
opening Mesillas Yesharim by discussing “a
person’s obligation in this world” is really a
discussion of Torah, as it serves to give a per-
son clarity regarding the destination toward
which they should be heading in life.

Chazal have described the power of hav-
ing clarity regarding one’s goals in life. They
promised, “B’derech she’adam rotzeh leilech,
bah molichin oso — Hashem brings a per-
son down the path that they truly wish to
follow.” This applies not only to the general
path of one’s life, but to she’ifos as well: if a
person wants to become a talmid chacham of
note, Hashem will make it happen. If a per-
son wants to become a renowned doctor or
lawyer, He will bring them down that path.”
The only two requirements are that the per-
son must truly want it, and they must genu-

5. 9a.

6. Makkos 10b.

7. Note, though, that there is no guarantee to
receive kavod or wealth, too.



inely work for it.
RAV VOSNER'’S SHE’IFOS

Two stories about one individual drive
home the impact of knowing what a person
wants to become. Over the years, I have had
the opportunity to spend significant time
discussing communal and halachic issues
with Harav Benzion Vosner, shlita, the son
of famed posek Harav Shmuel Vosner, zt”l. A
grandchild of Rav Shmuel Wosner’s was once
helping his grandfather organize his seforim.
Looking at an old sefer from when Rav
Wosner was in yeshiva Europe, he noticed
written on top, “Shmuel Halevi Vosner, rav
of Lodz.” Confused, the grandchild brought
the sefer to his grandfather, asking how he
could have possibly been old enough to serve
as the rav of Lodz when he was in Europe.
Rav Vosner smiled and remarked, “You have
caught me. When I was a talmid in Yeshivas
Chachmei Lublin, what was considered to
be the ultimate achievement in Torah was to
become the rav of a city. I set my sights on
Lodz, the largest city in Poland behind War-
saw, and as a reminder of my goal, I wrote
this in one of my seforim at the time.” While
Rav Vosner never became the rav of Lodz,
he did become the rav of Bnei Brak and the
posek for Chassidim across the world.

THE REBBE’S PROMISE

Another story only came to light a few
decades ago from Harav Don Segal, shlita;
not even Rav Vosner himself was aware of
it. Rav Wosner’s mother did not grow up in
a Chassidishe home. She was born in Austria
and was blessed with an uncommonly
beautiful voice — so beautiful that a famous
opera company offered to hire her to come
on tour with them. She desperately desired
to accept the offer, but her parents felt that
it was inappropriate. Her father brought her

to meet with the rav of the city, Harav Shlo-
mo Baumgarten, who tried to convince her
to give up the opportunity, but she was not
convinced. He brought her to Harav Yitzchak
Meir, zt”l, the Kapishnitzer Rebbe, who asked
her why she wanted to sing with the opera.
She honestly answered that she wanted the
fame that came with such a position. The
Kapishnitzer Rebbe nodded, understanding
her, and declared: “Listen closely, my daugh-
ter. The dream of every Jewish woman is to
have a child who will illuminate the world
with his Torah. I promise you that if you
turn down this offer, you will have a child
who will light up the world with his piskei
halachah.” Rav Vosner’s mother accepted the
promise and turned down the opera.

When Rav Vosner first heard this story
from Rav Don Segal, who came across the
account while researching the histories of
different Jewish communities in Europe, he
shared that his mother never told him about
that encounter. However, she would often
encourage him to invest in his learning, say-
ing, “You can’t imagine what I sacrificed for
you!”

Both stories illustrate the power of devel-
oping a clear understanding of one’s ulti-
mate goal. While it is true that we don’t have
the promise of the Kapishnitzer Rebbe for
ourselves, we have something even better:
Chazal’s promise of B’derech she’adam rot-
zeh leilech, bah molichin oso. This clarity of
purpose is the true meaning of Torah, which
is why the Ramchal chose to open Mesillas
Yesharim with “a person’s obligations in the
world.” =

Rabbi Chaim Eisenstein is Maggid Shiur at the
RIETS Israel Kollel in Jerusalem and Rav of Beis
Midrash Mevakshei Emes in Mishkafayim, Beit
Shemesh.

OU ISRAEL 87



MOVING - STORAGE - PREMIUM SERVICE

REWW  PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
W'  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
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B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
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IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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Aboutique Tama 38 project setto be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
, N ) , inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.
I'm Janet Arbiv, 78, a grandmother of four. | live .

with chronic kidney failure and need dialysis 3 Hallzfira §treet N Las't apartment available

" in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),

Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

WHO CAN DONATE
Men aver the age of 27
Women who have finished having children

TALK TO JANET'S CHILDREN

OR VIA MATNAT CHAIM Scan for full info
kilya.org.il/personaltranplat/jant-arbiv For more detaiIS, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE
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27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

Jonathan Gellis Avraham'Le
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S0, FOLKS, BEFORE YOU
CONSIDER GIVING YOUR
VOTE TO THIS BUFFOON -
THINK AGAIN!

I'M EIRA VAGGANT, §
TIIYON T.V. HEWS.

by
Netanel Epstein

AH, THE OVERWHELMING
SENSE OF SATISFACTION OF A
JOB WELL DONE! _
NOT SOMETHING | EXPECT
YOU'VE EXPERIENCED MUCH,
BENTZI, EH?

0F PE

re works and bo
& cartoonist. wisit

oks by

www.netbateps.com

A WHOLE Z0-MINUTE PIECE

RSONAL ATTACKS...

WHO CARES IF THE MAN USES
A BLUE "FIREMAN SAM"
|\ T00THBRUSH?

| SHOULD TELL HIM OFF...

"WELL DONE"T! THAT NEWS
PIECE WAS ABOUT AS
“\WELL DOME” AS A FROZEN
SAUSAGE...

I'LL SAY TO HIM:
“0I, EIRA! REEEEACH FOR
THE SKYYYYYY!”

“YOU'VE GONE TOOD FAR
THIS TIME," I'LL SAY TO Him!

' | MEAN, LOOK, PAL, I'M NOT :

| SHOULD PUT HIM IN HIS

| SHOULD GIVE HIM.... A...
A PADDINGTON HARD STARE!

PARTICULARLY FOND OF THE POLITICIAM

¥0U WERE TALKING ABOUT...
1 DON'T LIKE MOST OF WHAT THE GUY
STAKDS FOR, BUT... PERSONAL

WHO USES HIGH-PAYING SCREENY
TIME TO BROADCAST NOTHING
BUT CRINGEWORTHY SHAME AND/

HUMILIATION?!

/ apour OTHER
\  PEOPLE,
| MEAN!

/’ SHAME ON YOU, EZRA!
THE TORAH, THE TIMELESS MORAL
CODE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE,
FORBIDS BAD-MOUTHING DECENT
PEOPLE FOR THE SAKE OF IT!

YOU WANT TO FIGHT AGAINST THE
GUY'S POLITICAL PLANS - FINE, BUT
RUBBISHING HIM AS PERSON 15
BELOW-THE-BELT FOUL PLAY,
AND | WON'T STAND FOR IT!

S0 YOU LISTEN TO ME, EZRA VAGGANT!
YOU GET BACK ON CAMERA RIGHT
NOW AND APOLOGISE FOR YOUR
SHAMELESS BEHAVIOUR, OR I'LL
SET MY SHLOMTZI ON YOU!

LAVISITTO
THE WIZARD OF OZ TO

YEAH! THAT'LL SHOW l-IIL '
HOW ALL | HEED 15 ...

ASK FOR SDME COURAGE...

" WELL, WASH'T
THAT INTERESTING?




A SPEECH q]Ll ) . THE TORAH FORBIDS BAD-MOUTHING AGMH?! PAH! SO WHAT IF 6-D HIMS;.‘:‘
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BENTZI... DEAR ME... TELL ME, HAVE YOU EVER HONEST, RIGHTEOUS MAN, HUMBER 1 IN
WELL, THAT'S PUT ME L\ BEEN TO SHUL ON PARSHAT HOACH? MORALITY AND GOODNESS” - WE knOwW
JLIN MY PLACE, HASN'TIT?

BETTER!

YOU BET! | WOULDN'T MI5S
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KIDDUSH JUGEL FOR...

. =] |
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WE DIOHT CARE EHOUGH, WE Was COOPED UP

WELL, WHAT ARE 99% OF ALL THE SHUL
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" WELL... I... ERM... NOACH WAS A HERO! AND A MENTSCH! AND THE OWLY REASON WE COMPARE HIM TO
IT°5 HOT LIKE THAT! WE ALL OWE HIM QUR LIVES! AVRAHAM IS BECAUSE WE - AS AVRAHAM'S
HE WAS THENERY BEST HE COULD BE AS DESCEMDENTS - ARE EXPECTED TO G0

A RIGHTEOUS HUMAN BEING! | EVEM FURTHER THAN THAT!

IF G-D PRAISES HIM, IT'S BECAUSE HE )
T0 SHOW EVEW MORE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CLEARLY DESERVED IT! GA;D AND THE WORLD AROUND S...

HOBODY COMPARES |
HIM TO KERMIT THE
FROG!

AND ALSO - SAYS THE LUBAVITCHER
REBBE - BECAUSE PRAISING Wi GAVE Wit | | NOBODY'S RUBBISWIRG HOACK, WE'RE RAISING

THE STRENGTH. HE KEEDED T0 DO HIS DUR WM EXPECTATIONS OF DURSELVES,
NEAR-IMPOSSIBLE TASK! TO BE THE BESTWE CAN 13&/

AND NOBODY BAD-MOUTHS HIM
\LFOR THE SAKE OF IT, EITHER!

750, TELL ME, EZRA, ARE
YOU A BETTER PERSON
HOW THAT YOU HAVE

SHAMED A FELLOW JEW?

W COMCLUSION, VIEWERS, | BELIEVE THIS MAN'S POLITICAL SHORTLY AFTERWARDS |
SCHEMES TO BE POTENTIALLY DISASTROUS, BUT HO DOUBT
HISWHTEHTIONS ARE GOOD AND HIS WEART'S IN
THE RIGHT PLACE.
LET US LEARN TO DISAGREE - FIRMLY, IF NECESSARY -
WITH MUTUAL RESPECT... AND... WHATNOT...

NOW LISTEN HERE,
BENTZI, HEXT TIME ¥OU
GET INVOLVED IN MY
REPORTING...

I'M EZRA VAGGANT -

AHEM-AHEM!
AAMAAMD...?

AND THERE'S NOTHING WROMNG
WITH USING A FIREMAN 5AM
. TODTHBRUSH, OKAY?!

AH, THE OVERWHEMING SATISFACTION
OF A JOB WELL DOHE!
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THE ARK OF PRAYER

What does building a “Teivah” (n2°n)
mean?

This week in Parashat Noach, we read
about Noach, who is described as “a righ-
teous man, perfect in his generation”
(Bereishit 6:9). Hashem commands Noach
to “make for yourself a Teivah/Ark” (Bere-
ishit 6:14) because the world around him
had become corrupt and was destined to
be destroyed.

In Hebrew, the word for Ark, “Teivah”
("2°n), can also mean “word.” The Baal
Shem Tov teaches that when Hashem
tells Noach to “enter the Teivah,” we can
understand this on another level to mean
“enter the words”-the words of tefillah and
prayer.

Noach’s rescue plan was not simply to
enter the physical Teivah and sit and wait
for the storm to pass. He was encouraged
to enter the “words,” to call out to Him,
and to recognise that Hashem is in con-
trol. This is a powerful message: when we
face challenges, Hashem does not want
us to feel alone or hopeless. Rather, diffi-
cult moments are an opportunity to turn
towards Hashem, ask Him for help, and
strengthen our connection with Him.

But this idea applies just as much when
things are going well. When we experience
happiness, success, and blessing, we should
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also turn to Hashem to say thank you. The
good and difficult moments in our lives
can both be opportunities to connect with
Hashem. We may not always understand
why things happen, but we can choose how
we respond.

Sometimes, our “Teivah” is not a physi-
cal place of safety. It is our tefillah and the
words that allow us to step away from the
chaos around us, reconnect with Hashem,
and remember that we are never truly
alone.

Shabbat Shalom!

ZAHARA AGATSTEIN
9TH GRADE, JERUSALEM
FROM ARK TO ACTION

The Torah introduces Noach by saying:
“DRYND DX POITI MO DN PTY WK M
n 720nNn"—“Noach was a righteous man,
perfect in his generations; Noach walked
with God.”

Chazal famously contrast Noach with
Avraham Avinu. Regarding Noach, the
Torah says, “n1 791NN D°PYRN NX”-“Noach
walked with Hashem.” When it came to
Avraham, however, Hashem says, “9910nn
D>nn 1M 2195”-“Walk before Me and be
perfect.”

The Shem MiShmuel explains that these
represent two different types of avodah.

Noach’s greatness was one of preserva-
tion. He lived in a world that was spiritu-
ally collapsing, and his task was to prevent
the corruption of the outside world from



penetrating him. This is what the n2’n, the
Ark, represents: the creation of a protected
spiritual environment in which kedushah
can be preserved despite the destruction
taking place outside.

This itself was an enormous accomplish-
ment. When everyone and everything
surrounding a person has become cor-
rupt, simply remaining an o’nn P> WN
is heroic.

Avraham Avinu, however, represents
the next level. He does not merely protect
himself from the world; he goes out and
changes the world. Noach needs, so to
speak, to walk with Hashem in order not
to be swept away. Avraham is able to walk
’n 19Y and move forward, bringing Hash-
em’s presence into places where it had not
previously been recognised.

This gives added meaning to Hashem’s
command to Noach after the Mabul that
he should “n21nn 10 Ry¥”-“Leave the Ark.”
The Teivah was essential, but one cannot
remain inside the Teivah forever.

There are periods in life when our
avodah must be “n2°nn YX X2”-“Enter the
Teivah.” We must protect our homes, our
children, our values, and our kedushah
from a culture capable of overwhelming
them.

But ultimately, Hashem also commands,
“Na2°nn n R¥”-“Leave the Teivah.” The
kedushah that was protected inside must
now be brought outside. Judaism is not
only about surviving the world; it is about
elevating the world.

Sometimes serving Hashem means “Enter
the Teivah,” and sometimes it means “Leave
the Teivah.” The wisdom is knowing when
to protect our kedushah and when to bring
that kedushah out into the world. =

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

* STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
* FAST DELIVERY
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Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181
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Flawless finishes
that add elegance
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Spackling & Prep
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matters. DAVID KUSHNER ;
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We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

OU ISRAEL 93



Ty

I R :

tAA A ddbii @ |
VA eine ART

Looking For The
Perfect Artwork:

THE MOST BREATHTAKING LANDSCAPE
PHOTOGRAPHY OF ISRAEL

By Yehoshua Aryeh Stauber

VISIT THE Y.A. FINE ART GALLERY

Directly across from the Mamilla Hotel

WHATSAPP / CALL

+972 2-509-2639

WALK-IN HOURS - APPOINTMENTS WITH THE ARTIST

SEE THE FULL COLLECTION ONLINE: WWW.YAFINEART.COM
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Four Cornerstones of Jewish Belief...
And How it Differs from

Islamic Fundamentalism

An Evening with Rav Moshe Taragin

Sunday, October 25th

@ 8:00pm

F SNAC

5 Kehillat Tsfat
Netanya

Rav Moshe Taragin [YHE '83] has been a Ram at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Gush Etzion
since 1994. He also currently teaches at the Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for
Women of Yeshivat Har Etzion in Migdal Oz in Gush Etzion. He has Semicha from

the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, a BA in Computer Science from
Yeshiva College, and an MA in English Literature from City University. Rabbi
Taragin previously taught Talmud at Columbia University, lectured in Talmud and
Bible at Yeshiva University, and served as Assistant Rabbi at the Fifth Avenue
Synagogue. Rabbi Taragin has authored a Yom Hao'atzmaut Prayer book, authors a
weekly column for the Orthodox Union about Jewish history and redemption, and
has authored several books including "Reclaiming Redemption: Deciphering the
Maze of Jewish History".

mew? ‘| Memorial Program
OF YESH \}%/AT HAR ETZIO
7"'7'701 Nj7201 102N DNNAN 12 RN PN NN 17°V7
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Jgive Platinum

Build a Strong Ark
for Your Tzedaka

Whether you live in New York, London, or
Jerusalem, Jgive gives you a global way to
support Israeli causes - tax-deductible,
hassle-free, and fully Israeli.

\\\“

Scan for an appointment

The above should not be misconstrued as tax advice, legal advice, a recommendation,
or an opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind
or type, including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The
above is not meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs,
nor does it take the place of advice given by qualified professionals.





