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I am entering Shabbat Noach with very 
mixed feelings. For the last thirteen years, 
despite Shabbat Noach being the first 
Shabbat back in yeshiva and ulpana, my 
sons and daughters have always chosen to 
spend it with our family instead. And it’s 
not because we were staying home for a 
family Shabbat, as enjoyable as those are. 
It is because Shabbat Noach is, every year 
with few exceptions, the staff Shabbaton 
for the OU Israel Teen Centers. Staff from 
all over the country come together in Givat 
Washington with rabbis and other inspira-
tional educators for a Shabbat that I have 
written about many times in these pages, a 
Shabbat that literally gives strength to the 
entire team to do the incredible work that 
they do for the rest of the year.

Let’s be honest. Working with teens at 
risk in Nahariya, Kiryat Shmona, Akko, 

Sderot, Dimona, and so many other cities is 
not easy. Living in those neighborhoods is 
not easy either. Our staff work day in and 
day out with teens in challenging circum-
stances, and they give their entire hearts 
to them. To have a Shabbaton to celebrate 
our staff and recognize their efforts, to give 
them the strength, the tools, the Torah, and 
the inspiration, was so, so important to us. 

And it really is an incredible Shabbaton. 
Staff from our Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula 
Outreach Center and from our OU Israel 
Teen Centers across the country all came 
together for one inspirational Shabbat. 
Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, the Rav of Tzfat, joins 
us, together with numerous other rabbis, 
including Rav Yoni Lavi. Every now and 
then, we are also joined by politicians who 
came to see the wonderful work OU Israel 
does with teens at risk across the country. 
Staff stay up late Friday night to listen to 
Harel Hetzroni, who started the Zula 25 
years ago and continues to work with our 
teens at risk. Through Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, 
Chaim Pelzner, and Oren Asulin, incredi-
ble leaders for our programs, were able to 
expose our staff to amazing stories taking 
place across the country, and empower 
them for another year.

One thing changed this year: I will not be 
attending this year’s staff Shabbaton, nor 
will my children. It was one decision of 
many as a result of the cutbacks we have 
had to make at OU Israel due to the drop in 
the dollar and the downturn in donations. 
Any extraneous costs, even a few extra 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel | aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits  

be in loving memory of our dear friend

Yehuda Leib Berren z”l
יהודה לייב בן אהרון יצחק ז”ל

on his sixth Yahrzeit
Aliyah L’kever  

Monday, October 19th - ח׳ מרחשון
12:30pm

Har HaMenuchot
Gush תט, Section ד, Row ג

Zoom: 81541104297 Password: 261019

ת’נ’צ’ב’ה
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plates of food at a Shab-
baton, have to be weighed 
very carefully.

It leaves me with very 
mixed emotions. On the 
one hand, I understand 
that we have to be fiscally 
responsible and make cuts 
where necessary. On the 
other hand, I have end-
less love and admiration 
for our staff, who work day in and day 
out for these teens across the country. I 
am personally going to miss this Shab-
bat with them, and the chance to tell 
them firsthand how much I appreciate 
them, and how much the Jewish people 
appreciate all the work they do for the 
country, for the Jewish people, and for 
teens who unfortunately come from 
homes where they are not receiving 
that inspiration.

This brings me to this week’s parsha. 
Many commentaries dwell on the ques-
tion of what it was about Noach that led 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to save him from 
the rest of his generation. Why was he 
more deserving than others? The Torah 
describes Noach as an “ish tzaddik tamim 
hayah bedorotav” - “a righteous man, 
wholehearted in his generations” (Bereshit 
6:9). What is this description of tzaddik 
(righteous), and what is the concept of 
tamim (wholehearted)? What was it about 
Noach that enabled him to overcome the 
challenges of his generation?

I saw in one of the writings of Rav Mor-
dechai Eliyahu zt”l that he speaks about 
two different elements that Noach needed 
in order to overcome what was happen-
ing in his generation. The first relates to 

the fact that Noach lived in a generation 
where people were corrupt, where there 
was stealing and immoral behavior of 
every kind, and yet he continued to behave 
in a way that showed everyone he had a 
moral compass. Most people are influenced 
morally by those around them. It takes a 
tremendous amount of morals and ethics 
to stand up strong and say, “No. That is 
wrong, and I’m not doing it.” But that was 
the first of Noach’s special qualities.

The second element we see in Noach is in 
conversation with the narrative that pre-
cedes the Flood, the Tower of Bavel story. 
Noach had to contend with a generation 
that was willing to challenge HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. It was a generation that said, 
“Let’s build a tower that will be taller than 
God, where we can even fight against God.” 
Noach, on the other hand, understood that 
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there is a God who runs the world. When 
God commanded him to build a boat, he 
did so for 120 years. He knew that this is 
what he had to do. After the Flood, when 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu gives Noach the basic 
commands known as the Noahide laws, he 
takes them on and we believe that any gen-
tile who accepts them and keeps them will 
be part of Olam Haba. 

So, Rav Eliyahu zt”l explained, these two 
incredible compasses made Noach the 
right candidate to save from the worldwide 
Flood. But where did Noach get this from? 
What enabled him to stand strong in his 
actions and beliefs in these two very chal-
lenging times? The answer can be found 
when we look at the words of our Sages. 
Noach’s grandfather was Metushelach, 
and his father was Lemech, great leaders 
of their generations. Rashi (on Bereshit 
7:4) quotes the gemara (Sanhedrin 108b) 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu postponed the 
Flood until after Metushelach had passed 
away. He was so righteous that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu spared him the pain of seeing 
the destruction of the world.

This contains such an important lesson. 

Clearly, Noach’s amazing attributes were 
acquired by having the right role models 
- Metushelach and Lemech. When grand-
parents, parents, aunts, uncles, and friends 
model the right behavior and beliefs, it has 
a great influence on the next generation. 
This is why Noach stood out among his 
entire generation to be saved.

Our staff attending the Shabbaton this 
Shabbat have chosen for many years to be 
guides for the next generation. They under-
stand that the more positive role models 
and positive people we surround the next 
generation with, the more we will, Baruch 
Hashem, raise a younger generation that 
is willing to fight for the country, for their 
people, for their Torah, for their values, 
and for what is truly important in life.

When I look at the messages of this 
week’s parsha, it makes me miss our 
incredible staff even more this Shabbat. I 
hope that, be’ezrat Hashem, we will be able 
to raise the funds necessary to hold this 
Shabbat again next year, and to bring back 
the things we unfortunately had to can-
cel this year because of budget cuts. With 
your help, and the help of Hashem, we will 
continue inspiring the next generation for 
many more years to come.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned  
from this Torah Tidbits

be in loving memory of and לע”נ

ר’ חיים בן זרח ז”ל
Chaim Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ו’ חשון התשכ”ו

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז”ל
Julia Fink-Greenberg ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ט’ חשון התשס”ו

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.



OU ISRAEL 7

Global Shipping: 050-424-8359

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

AIR CONDITIONING
best quality

References in
YOUR neighborhood

Proffessional
& reliable

Only Jewish
labor

polarairbiz@gmail.com |         052-240-5063

 YRS E
X

P
E

RIENCE * ן
סיו
ני

ת 

שנו
 *

20+

Sales & Installation of
VRF | Multi | Inverter | Central

FR
EE

PI
K.

CO
M

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!



8 TORAH TIDBITS 1680 / NOACH



OU ISRAEL 9

A s h k e l n

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Before it’s
all sold out!
SSttiillll  hhaavvee  aa  ffeeww  lloovveellyy  sseeaa--vviieeww
pprrooppeerrttiieess,,  bbuutt  aass  NNooaahh
rreeaalliizzeedd,,  tthhee  ttiimmee  ttoo  ggoo  iiss  nnooww!!

ללךך  ללךך  ללאאששקקללווןן!!

Designer jewelry at 
unmatched savings

JEWELRY WITH
A PEDIGREE

KEREN KAYEMET 8  ///  KNISA 1

JERUSALEM  ///  054-3976161
S-TH: 17:00-21:00   F: 12:00-14:00

FREE JEWELRY CLEANING     VAT REFUND AT BEN GURION

1 CARAT AND LARGER 
LAB-GROWN DIAMONDS 
SET IN WHITE/YELLOW 
GOLD FROM ₪ 2,300



10 TORAH TIDBITS 1680 / NOACH

PARSHAT NOACH
Parshat Noach describes: the destruction 

of the world through the Flood, Noach and 
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel 
and the introduction of Avraham’s family. 

The theme we will develop in Parshat 
Noach is that the flood is a second try at 
creation. Bereishit and Noach are essential-
ly parallel creation stories, or more accu-
rately a creation and a recreation. 

1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
Noach is righteous, while the 

world is filled with evil. Noach is 
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is 
to destroy all living beings, He establishes 
a covenant with Noach to save him. Noach, 
his family, 2 of each animal and the food 
are to be brought into the Ark. Noach did 
all that G-d commanded.

The parsha break is curious. Because the 
story of the flood begins one paragraph 
before the beginning of our parsha.

The last paragraph of last week’s parsha 
describes that the world became corrupt. 

G-d proffered that He would destroy all liv-
ing beings, as He regretted creating them. 
Isn’t that the logical beginning to the flood, 
that the world is to be destroyed? Why 
begin the parsha with Noach and not with 
the decision to destroy the world?

Perhaps the parsha break is deliberate. 
The story could begin with destruction. 
Or it could begin with the ones not to be 
destroyed. Beginning with the corrupt-
ness of the world and G-d’s desire to 
destroy it would frame the story as one of 
destruction.

But beginning with Noach being a 
righteous man and describing his family 
frames the story as not one of destruc-
tion but of survival. The flood story is not 
the story of the destruction of the world; 
it is the story of the survival of the world 
through Noach.

This will become a recurring theme in 
the Torah; near destruction, deserving 
destruction. But not doing it. The world 
deserves to be destroyed. But it isn’t 
destroyed. It is saved. Through Noach.

So, is it a story of destruction or a story 
of G-d’s generosity and kindness, of want-
ing to destroy but not allowing Himself to 
do it? Of man deserving to be wiped out 
entirely, but not allowing Himself to do it.

There is far more detail of the dimen-
sions of the Ark than there is of man’s evil 
that is causing the world to be destroyed. 
The Torah is more interested in the surviv-
al, or more accurately, in the recreation of 
the world than it is in the story of man’s 

ALIYA BY ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA Israel Region

In loving memory of
our daughter and sister

JUDY YELLIN a”h
יהודית מאשה בת אליעזר ע”ה

on her 32nd Yahrtzeit - ט’ מרחשון

May the Torah learned  
from this issue be in her merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families
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failure. The title of the Flood story should 
not be the destruction of the world, but 
rather the recreation of the world.

2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
Noach is again described as 

righteous. Bring 7 of each pure 
animal, 2 of the impure, and all the birds 
into the Ark. Noach was 600 years old and 
brought his family into the Ark. The waters 
of the springs of the depths were released 
and the stores of water above were opened. 
All entered the Ark, as G-d had command-
ed Noach.

The world will be destroyed with water. 
The Torah describes in the second verse 
in the Torah, that the first thing to exist 
in the world was water: “The spirit of G-d 
hovered over the waters”. If you want to 
indicate that the world is getting a reboot, 
starting again, cover it with water, as it was 
“In the beginning”. 

The water floods the world from below 
and from above. We have seen water below 
and above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d 
separated between the waters above and 
below and made the heavens between. 
Creation involved dividing the waters; here 
the division of the waters is being undone. 
Let it all flood the earth. The waters that 
were gathered in creation are here being 
released. The Flood is Creation being 
redone. 

3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
The Flood covers the earth. All 

living things on land die, save 
Noach and all that are in the Ark. G-d 
remembers Noach. The waters recede. The 
Ark rests on Mt. Ararat. Noach sends out 
the raven. Then Noach sends out the dove 
to see if the water has receded enough for 
land to be inhabitable. She returns for she 

has found no place to rest. After 7 days, she 
is sent out again and returns with an olive 
branch. The third time she is sent out, she 
does not return. Noach removes the cover-
ing and sees there is dry land.

There is a lot of detail of water and of 
time. The rising water, the receding water, 
how many days it rained, how many days 
it took to recede. The whole story, from the 
first drops of rain, until Noach leaves the 
ark takes a full year.

This stands in stark contrast to the initial 
creation of the world. In creation, G-d Said 
and it was. In this recreation, the covering 
of the world with water took months; the 
receding of the water took time. Why?

When looking at a story such as the 
flood we must think not only about what 
happened but what did not. How could the 
world have been destroyed differently? 
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to mankind. He destroys the world natural-
ly, maintaining it, covering it slowly with 
water and waiting for the water to recede. 
That very process communicates His com-
mitment to His world and to mankind just 
the way it is.

4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
Noach is told to leave the Ark 

with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the 
land. Noach offered sacrifices on an altar. 
G-d committed to never again curse land 
and animals because of man, nor the con-
stellations. G-d blesses Noach and family 
to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth. 
They may eat creatures but may not kill 
man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach 
and the animals receive the same blessings 
made to the animals and to man in Cre-
ation, to be fruitful and multiply. Noach is 
the new Adam. But with one dramatic dif-
ference. G-d pledges that never again will 
there be a destruction of land, animals or 
seasons. This was not promised at Creation. 

The notion of G-d promising is shocking. 
G-d making promises to man? Really? He 
promises to us? Could it be that even with 
all the horrible evil that man is capable of 
perpetrating, and has perpetrated in the 
history of mankind – that in spite of all that 
evil, He guarantees the world will never 
deserve to be destroyed? 

The Torah is conveying a dramatic phi-
losophy of mankind. It must be that man-
kind, in just the way it has been created, 
capable of evil but capable of good, that 
creation of mankind is so precious to G-d 
that He commits to us, regardless of our 
failings. As such, the story of the Torah is 
a love story; G-d’s love and commitment to 

Well, it could have been destroyed like Sod-
om and Gemora, with fire and brimstone. 
And it could have been destroyed in the 
snap of a finger. And it could have been 
reduced back to “tohu v’vohu”, to void and 
emptiness.

Clearly, G-d chose not to revert back to 
pre-Creation. Rather He is expressing His 
commitment to the world as it is. He uses 
the world as we have it to destroy it. Water 
naturally falling as rain. Water naturally 
welling up from the underground water 
sources. Let nature run its course, albeit 
miraculously, to destroy the world. 

This is the most crucial part of this story. 
The world was not destroyed – I mean, not 
back to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”. 
G-d did not look at the evil of the world – 
man and animals - and destroy the world. 
He could have chosen to destroy the world 
entirely and begin anew with another 6 
days of creation. He did not do that. He 
“recreated” the existing world – saving 
Noach, saving the world, covering it slowly 
with the water that existed.

G-d is committed to this world, even 
binding himself to it; He will flood it and 
rebuild it but use the world as it is. In fact, 
He said that to Noach – I will keep my cov-
enant with you (6:18). What covenant was 
there? What was G-d Himself bound to? It 
would seem that He Bound Himself to this 
world, just as it is. 

The story of the Torah is G-d’s commit-
ment to man and to the world He created. 
He saves the world. He saves Noach. But 
even before this; Adam and Eve sinned and 
were punished. But not destroyed. Cain 
killed Abel, the most egregious sin, and is 
punished; but is not himself killed. G-d is 
committed to this world and is committed 
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mankind, just the way it is.
5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)

G-d tells Noach and his fami-
ly that He is making a covenant 

with all living things that the world will 
never again be destroyed by Flood. The 
rainbow is a sign of this covenant between 
us. I will see the rainbow and remember 
this eternal covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times 
in this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so 
familiar with the story of the rainbow 
after the flood that its plain meaning slips 
by unnoticed. G-d is pledging himself to the 
world. And, as if to make sure He Himself 
doesn’t forget, He places a sign, a reminder 
of His pledge.

Noach has got to be looking around, won-
dering, “is He talking to me? What did I do 
to deserve this? The Master of the Universe, 
who just covered the world in water due 
to man’s failings, He is committing to us? 
And binding Himself with a rainbow, lest 
He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with 
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The 
Flood recreation story is a love story, the 
love of G-d for man, the commitment He 
has to man. And while a covenant has two 
parties, each of whom pledges to the other, 
in this covenant nothing is demanded of 
man. Only He pledges to us.

6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
Noach plants a vineyard, 

becomes drunk and lies exposed 
in his tent. Cham sees Noach; the other 
sons cover Noach without looking. Cham 
is cursed, Shem is blessed, Yefet granted 
beauty. Noach’s numerous descendents 
are listed, distinctive in geography and in 
language.

The echoes of creation continue. Adam 
was placed in the Garden of Eden, to work 
it and guard it. Noach plants a vineyard. 
Adam (and Eve) sinned in that Garden, 
eating of the fruit they ought not to. And 
covered themselves with fig leaves. Noach 
drinks to excess and his nakedness is also 
covered.

7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
The Tower of Babel, an attempt 

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The 
genealogy of Noach’s descendants contin-
ues until Avraham’s family is introduced, 
who journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins 
as a desire for unity but ends with peo-
ple scattered the world over. The desire 
for unity would seem to be a good thing. 
However, unity often implies being united 
under me, coercing all to be like me.

World history is the history of empires 
seeking to make the world a better place 
by being just like me. The theme of disper-
sion, of exile which began with Adam being 
exiled from the Garden of Eden, and Cain 
exiled to wander the world has its next 
chapter with the dispersion, the exile of the 
builders of the Tower of Babel. 

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 
parshiot of the Torah will be reversed with 
the call to Avraham to come to the Land of 
Israel.

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat 
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the 
Navi, Yeshayahu. It describes the nation 
of Israel after the destruction of the Beit 
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Hamikdash. The Navi assures the people 
that Hashem will forever share his kind-
ness and love with His people and He will 
continue to protect and sustain the people. 

The special connection to parshat Noach 
is contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to 
the destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this 
is like the waters of Noach to me…”

The Navi concludes with the reassurance 
that Hashem remembers His covenant 
with the world and His Chosen People. 
The degree to which we reveal Hashem’s 
presence in our lives is the degree to which 
Hashem’s protection and close concern is 
realized. It is our responsibility to reveal 
Hashem. We achieve this by observing His 
commandments and learning His Torah. ■

STATS
 

2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in B'reishit 
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15 
18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12 
153 p'sukim - ranks 4th Largest in B'reishit 
- tied w/Vayishlach 
1861 words - ranks 11 (6th in B'reishit) 
6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in B'reishit) 
Drop in ranking for words and letters is 
due to Noach's very short p'sukim. Noach 
ranks 49th in words/pasuk and 51st in let-
ters/ pasuk in the Torah. 

MITZVOT
 

None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from 
No’ach, yet there are mitzvot in the sedra, 
specifically (but not only) references to the 
Noahide laws. So too is P'RU URVU repeat-
ed to No'ach - it is counted as a mitzva 
from B'reishit, when it was commanded to 
Adam.

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

ואתה קח לך מכל מאכל אשר יאכל....והיה לך ולהם לאכלה )ו:כא(
"And you, take for yourself from all the foods that are eaten …and it will be for you and for them 
to eat” (6:21)
Why the need for the pasuk to add the words "that are eaten"? Is it not sufficient for the verse 
to simply write "take for yourself from all the foods"?
In addition, how can Noach collect enough food for all those animals that were to be housed in 
the Ark?
The Kli Yakar (Rabbi Shlomo Luntschitz 1550-1619) emphasizes the word "take for yourself" 
implies that Noach should take only what "he" needs, and with G-d's blessing and miracle, it will 
provide the needs for all. 
The Vilna Goan (Rabbi Eliyahu ben Shlomo Zalman 1720-1797) based on the Talmud Yoma (80a) 
which notes that the words "from all the foods that are eaten" (Vayikra 11:34) instruct us how 
much is normally eaten at one time. G-d commanded Noach to prepare that one unit of food, 
the size of an egg, and that would satisfy each creature in the Ark, based on G-d's blessing. Even 
if you only eat the amount of food "that is eaten" you will still be satisfied. This is the meaning 
of the verse "and it will be for you and for them to eat."	
Shabbat Shalom
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and 
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing: 
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from 
the foundation and external), basements, 
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola 
construction and enclosure of balconies with 
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel  
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor 
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation  
with no obligation.

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 137 sq.m registered garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

    Nava: 052-4810205
hi.propertyisrael@gmail.com

Unique Garden Duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia, Jerusalem

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments

02-674-3888SCHEDULE TODAY

MULTIFOCAL 
LENSES 1+1

• Comprehensive exams by professional optometrists

• Highest level of care and personalized attention

• Contact Lens experts 

• Wide selection of designer frames

• MACCABI and MEUCHEDET benefits

“ I have never had an exam as thorough as the 
one I had at Eye World. Highly recommended!”

STORE LOCATIONS:
Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center
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100% Satisfaction
We guarantee that you 
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and 
certified technicians.

Designers & Architects
Send your plans for 
free engineering.

 02-628-8282
AIR CONDITIONING
Engineering, Design & Installation

or Email  us at info@tzviair.com
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IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO

LEADING SPECIALISTS

AMERICAN-STYLE PATIENT

EXPERIENCE

STATE-OF-THE-ART MODERN

FACILITY

INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT

ASSISTANCE

CONVENIENT MODI'IN

LOCATION

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

THIS WEEK

IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO TOP SPECIALISTS IN EVERY MAJOR FIELD

CA CARDIOLOGY EN ENDOCRINOLOGY GA GASTROENTEROLOGY UR UROLOGY

PU PULMONOLOGY NE NEUROLOGY RH RHEUMATOLOGY GE GERIATRICS

AI ALLERGY &
IMMUNOLOGY DE DERMATOLOGY OP OPHTHALMOLOGY OB OBSTETRICS &
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PS PSYCHIATRY PN PRENATAL SCANNING OR ORTHOPEDICS PM PAIN MANAGEMENT

ASSISTANCE WITH INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT FORMS AYALA 360  •  YISHPRO CENTER  •  MODI'IN

SKIP THE WAIT.
SEE A TOP SPECIALIST.
ALL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF

IN A BEAUTIFUL STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY IN

MODI'IN.

CALL TODAY 073-212-6067 EliteMed
SPEC IAL ISTS

elitemed.co.il

paintings, silverware, judaica, statues, 
watches, ceramics, old jewelry and 
various decorative objects and 
collections.

Ilan Mouwes 
 052-2262401 | imouweb@gmail.com

Buying and 
Selling Antiques 
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The French poet Baudelaire once 
remarked that the devil’s greatest success 
is his ability to convince us that he does not 
exist.

Whereas Judaism does not believe in 
the devil quite as Baudelaire does, it does 
believe that there is a “devilish” force 
called the yetzer hara within each of us, 
and that that force works in very subtle 
ways. At the same time, with ambivalence, 
we definitely do tend to believe that this 
yetzer does not exist.

Jewish writings through the ages have 
debated the nature of this force. All these 
writings ultimately trace back to a verse in 
this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Noach: 
“The devising of man’s mind are evil from 
his youth.” (Genesis 8:21)

And to a similar verse in last week’s 
Torah portion: “The Lord saw how great 
was man’s wickedness on earth, and 
how every plan devised by his mind was 

nothing but evil all the time.” (Genesis 6:5)
Thus, there most assuredly is an inclina-

tion for evil in each of us. He or she who 
wishes to live the life of a good person is 
well advised to guard against this natural 
inclination. This yetzer-force rarely com-
mands us directly to do what is wrong. 
Instead, it tries to craftily delude us into 
thinking that what is wrong and evil is 
right and good.

A favorite strategy for the yetzer is to per-
suade us that it seeks the same ends and 
objectives as God does, but that alternate 
ways of achieving those ends are also legit-
imate. Take spirituality, for example. How 
does one achieve a sense of spirituality?

For Judaism, spirituality and the emotions 
which accompany it can only be achieved 
through hard work: prayer, study, sacrifice, 
and above all, charity and compassion. No 
easy “grace!” The yetzer, while not deny-
ing the value of spirituality, tempts us with 
short cuts, and cheap and ersatz methods to 
achieve the same results as the more ardu-
ous methods prescribed by the Torah.

A wonderful illustration of this dynamic 
is found in this week’s Torah portion, just 
after the story of the great Flood. Noah and 
his family are beginning anew, rebuilding 
their lives, rebuilding the world. What is 
the first thing Noah does? He plants a vine-
yard. His grapes grow and ripen, he makes 
wine and drinks it and gets drunk.

“Easy Spirituality”

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

May the Torah learning  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits

be in loving memory of

Vivian Chesner ע”ה
Beloved mother and grandmother

וועליה בת דניאל ע”ה
נלב’ע א’ מרחשון תשע’ב

Nechama & Elliot Rosner  
and family
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What prompted Noah to make wine his 
first priority? Let me suggest the following 
imaginary scenario to answer that ques-
tion. Noah walked with God. He enjoyed the 
sense of spirituality for which many of us 
yearn. He experienced a spiritual “high.” In 
the past, he achieved that level of spiritual-
ity by virtue of hard work: obedience, con-
struction of the Ark, gathering the animals 
of the world, tending to them, offering sac-
rifices. Along came Noah’s yetzer-force, and 
said, “Noah! There must be an easier way! 
You can achieve the same spiritual high, 
the same sense of wholeness and holiness 
without all that work. All it will take is a few 
drinks of one of God’s own juices. Plant a 
vineyard, make some wine and drink it and 
you will feel all the good feelings you felt 
before, and then some.”

For, you see, the yetzer, or if you wish the 
devil, knows of the connection between 
addiction and spirituality.

How well I remember the 1960s, and the 
many gifted spiritual seekers who resorted 
to alcohol and more potent substances to 
generate moods of spirituality.

Judaism cautions us not to be seduced 
by facile techniques, even in the service 
of achieving higher and holier states of 
conscientiousness. That is why the Torah 
shifts next week into the story of Abraham, 
whose spirituality was based on service, 
on the courageous search for social justice, 
and on compassionate concern for others 
in need. In short, Abraham was dedicated 
to the very arduous methods that Noah 
sought to circumvent by drink.

Join us next week as we examine the 
impressive personality of Abraham and 
learn from him how to achieve a sober 
sense of spirituality. ■

Authentic garden apartment of about 300 sqm, quiet lane
of Baka, 150 sqm private garden, 7 rooms, separate unit,
high ceilings, full of charm.

Breathtaking Penthouse in Talbieh, 360 sqm on one level,
80 sqm Sukkah terrace, high ceilings, panoramic views,
enjoying 5-star hotel facilities.

Exceptional new garden apartment in Talbieh, 230 sqm
with 150 sqm private garden, high ceilings, fully furnished
and premium 5-star hotel facilities.

Private garden apartment in The Greek Colony, new
boutique building, 118 sqm, 70 sqm garden, 4 rooms, safe
room, 2 parking spots.

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

054-480-4767  +972-26744000
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For Sale in Efrat 
Rimon: 6.5 room cottage, 
175m 3,850,000 NIS 
Te'ena: Stunning 7 room semi-
attached home 220m 5,250,000 NIS 
Zayit: Great 4 room apt. in the 
Olive project 3,890,000 NIS 
Zayit: Duplex Garden apt. 180m, 
6 rooms 4,550,000 NIS 
Zayit: Brand new 150 m garden 
apt. Pitum Haketoret St. 
4.750.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4.5 room 140m apt. 
2.575.000 NIS 
Dagan: 5 room garden apt. 
3.550.000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

AMERICAN
PAINTING
SERVICE

Paint
Restoration

Color
Consultation

Wall Repair 
& Prep

 Drywall 
Repairs

 054-833-1679
BOOK NOW

Our Service:

Oct 27, 2026 
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7:30 PM

Bet Knesset 
Hanasi on 

Ussishkin St.
Jerusalem

Book Launch for

They Called It Holy
Physical and Spiritual Intimacy 

Between Man and Woman
by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

Featured speaker: 
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz

All are welcome.

Phyllis & Moshe Kuhr with Urim Publications
www.UrimPublications.com
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Dr. Gedaliah Mordechai Stern

STATE-OF-THE-ART

Dental Implants

Diplomate of Oral Implantology

Teeth In 
An Hour

Faster, Easier and Better than ever before. 

Bone grafts or sinus  lifts Cutting and stitching Months without teeth Not enough bone
(These can usually be avoided today)

Come and get a second opinion, if you were told you need: 

Almost always with less pain and less swelling, thanks to Lasers and Advanced Technologies. 
No-cost consult. No-cost x-rays (2D/3D) if have already, within last 6 months.
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implantsandlasers-r-us.com

1607-55th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 US 718-305-5480
Ussishkin 57, Rechavia, JerusalemIL 02-6258258
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Set between the pre-history of humani-
ty as a whole and the particular covenant 
with Abraham, the story of the Tower of 
Babel is one of the turning points of the 
biblical narrative, central to its vision of 
what can go wrong in civilisations and 
societies.

The story itself - told in a mere nine vers-
es - is a compact masterpiece of literary 
and philosophical virtuosity. The first thing 
to note is that its historical background is 
exceptionally precise. The tower - or zig-
gurat - was the great symbol of the ancient 
Mesopotamian city states of the lower 
Tigris-Euphrates valley, the cradle of civili-
sation. It was here that human beings first 
settled, established agriculture, and built 
cities.

As the Torah makes clear with unusual 
attention to what seems like a peripheral 
fact, one of the great discoveries of Meso-
potamia (along with the wheel, the arch, 
and the calendar) was the ability to man-
ufacture building materials, especially 
bricks, made by pouring clay into moulds, 
drying them in the sun, and eventually fir-
ing them in kilns. This made possible the 
construction of buildings on a larger scale, 
and reaching greater heights than hither-
to. From this came the ziggurat, a stepped 
building of many stories, which came to 
have a profound religious significance.

Essentially these ancient towers - of 

which the remains of at least thirty have 
been discovered - were man-made “holy 
mountains,” the mountain being the place 
where heaven and earth most visibly met. 
Inscriptions on several of these buildings, 
decoded by archeologists, refer, as does the 
Torah, to the idea that their top “reaches 
heaven.” The largest - the great ziggurat 
of Babylon to which the Torah refers - was 
a structure of seven stories, 300 feet high, 
on a base of roughly the same dimensions 
(further details can be found in Nahum 
Sarna, Understanding Genesis).

Not only is the story of Babel historically 
precise, it is also shot through with literary 
devices: inversions, word plays, ironies, 
and puns. One of the most masterly is that 
the two key words, l-v-n, “brick,” and n-v-l, 
“confuse”, are precise inversions of one 
another. As so often in the Torah, literary 
technique is closely related to the moral 
or spiritual message the Torah wishes to 
convey. In this case it is the phenomenon 
of inversion itself. The results of human 
behaviour are often the opposite of what 
was intended. The builders wanted to con-
centrate humanity in one place (“Let us 
build a city . . . and not be scattered over 
the face of the whole earth”). The result 
was that they were dispersed (“from there 
the Lord scattered them over the face of 
the whole earth”). They wanted to “make 
a name” for themselves, and they did, but 

A Story of Heaven and Earth

COVERNANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
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Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
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In Old Katamon.  
Newly renovated like brand 
new apartment on quiet 
street. 102 sqm with 3 
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safe room and Shabbat 
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Price: 5,500,000 NIS

Fantastic townhouse for 
sale in Old Katamon.  
Total living space 255 sqm 
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garden. Move in ready.  
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of this apartment.    
Price 7,800,000
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villa for sale with permits 
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GREEK COLONY. Finished 
by one of Jerusalem’s  
finest contractors. Call for 
more information

Harav Berlin 116 sqm.  
Good condition 

Price: 5,200,000 NIS

the name they made - Babel - became an 
eternal symbol of confusion.

Their pride lay in their newfound tech-
nological ability to construct buildings of 
unprecedented grandeur. They did not 
realise (the message signalled in the open-
ing verses of the Torah) that the greatest 
creative power is language (“And God said 
. . . and there was”). It was not a technical 
problem that caused them to abandon the 
project but the loss of the ability to com-
municate. What is holy for the Torah is not 
power but the use to which we put it, and 
this is intrinsically linked to language - the 
medium in which we frame our ideals, 
construct imaginative possibilities, and 
call others to join us in realising them. The 
word is prior to the work.

What, though, was the builders’ sin? The 
narrative signals this, again, by a series 
of verbal cues. The first is the phrase 
with which the episode both begins and 
ends, kol ha-aretz, “the whole earth.” It 
begins, “The whole world spoke the same 
language” (Gen. 11:1), and ends, “From 
there the Lord scattered them all across 
the face of the earth” (Gen. 11:9). The 
phrase kol ha-aretz appears five times in 
the nine verses: all three-, five- and espe-
cially seven-fold repetitions in a biblical 
passage signal the presence of a key theme. 
A framing device of this kind is highly 
significant.

The second is the phoneme (a basic unit 
of sound) sh-m, either as sham, “there”, 
or shem, “name”. This appears seven times 
in the passage. It is clearly linked to the 
word shamayim, “heaven” - the place the 
builders attempted to reach in building 
the tower. The thematic elements of the 
narrative are thus clear. This is a story 
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about heaven and earth - but in what way? 
To understand the point at issue we must 
return to the opening chapter of Bereishit 
and its description of creation.

Two words in that account are decisive. 
The first is tov, “good”, which appears sev-
en times. God says, “Let there be”, there 
is, and God sees “that it is good”. Creation 
in Bereishit 1 is not primarily about the 
power of God but about the goodness of 
God and the universe He made. In histor-
ical context, this is an extraordinary state-
ment. For the most part, the ancients saw 
the world as a dangerous and threatening 
place, full of dangers, disasters, famines 
and floods. There was no overarching 
meaning to any of this. It was the result of 
clashing powers, personified as conflicts 
between the Gods. Religion was either an 
attempt to assert human power over the 
elements through magic and myth, or a 
mystical escape from the world into a pri-
vate nirvana of the soul. Against this, Juda-
ism made the astonishing assertion that 
the world is good. It is intelligible. It is the 
result not of blind collisions and random 
mutations but of a single creative will. This 
alone is enough to set Judaism apart as the 
most hopeful of the world's faiths.

There is however another key word, 
the root b-d-l, to “separate”, “distinguish”, 
“divide”. This appears five times in Bere-
ishit 1. The goodness of the universe is 
itself a matter of order, boundaries and 
distinctions. God separates the different 
domains (day 1, light and dark; day 2, 
upper and lower waters; day 3, land and 
sea) and fills each with its appropriate 
objects or life-forms (day 4, sun and moon; 
day 5, birds and fish; day 6, land animals 
and mankind). So important was this idea 

to Judaism that we have a special ceremo-
ny, havdallah, to mark the end of Shabbat 
and the beginning of each cycle of “the 
six days of creation.” Like God, we begin 
creation by havdallah: making, noting and 
consecrating distinctions.

This too is fundamental to the Juda-
ic world view. Goodness is order; evil is 
disorder, an act or person or entity in the 
wrong place. The word chet, sin, comes 
from a verb meaning “to miss the target.” 
The word averah, like its English equivalent 
“transgression”, means to stray across a 
border, to enter forbidden territory. Many 
of the chukim or “statutes” of Judaism are 
about inculcating respect for the inherent 
orderliness of the universe - and thus not 
mixing milk (life) and meat (death), wool 
(an animal product) and linen (a vegeta-
ble product) or sowing a field with “mixed 
kinds” of seed.

Creation itself is seen as the slow emer-
gence of order from chaos. This, as the 
physicist Gerald Schroeder points out 
(in Genesis and the Big Bang) is implic-
it in the Hebrew words erev and boker, 
“And it was evening (erev) and it was 
morning (boker).” Erev in Hebrew means 
an undifferentiated mixture of ele-
ments. Boker comes from a root meaning 
"to reflect, contemplate, seek clarity." Much 
recent work in physics, biology and cosmol-
ogy has converged on the discovery that 
the birth of stars, planets and life itself is a 
matter of the slow emergence of ever more 
complex systems of order swimming, as it 
were, against the tide of entropy.

An ordered universe is a peaceable uni-
verse in which every form of being, inani-
mate, animate and human, has its proper 
place. Violence, injustice and conflict are 
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forms of disorder - a failure to respect the 
integrity of each life-form or (in the case 
of humanity, where “every life is like a 
universe”) each person. That was the state 
of the universe before the Flood, when “all 
flesh had corrupted its way on earth.”

This was not an abstract idea. The world 
of myth, against which Judaism is a sus-
tained protest, was one in which boundar-
ies were not observed. There were human 
beings who were like Gods and Gods who 
were like human beings. There were 
strange mythological hybrids - like the 
sphinx, half human, half animal. Religious 
ecstasy was often accompanied by a cere-
monial breaking of boundaries in various 
ways. To the Judaic mind this is paganism, 
and it is never morally neutral. God creates 
order; man creates chaos; and the result is 
inevitably destructive.

BS”D
On the first yahrzeit of

FIRST SERGENT MAJOR (RES)
Yona Efraim “Effi” haCohen Feldbaum Hy”d

Son of Dena (nee Star) & Avrahom; brother to 10 siblings.
Loving husband of Shulamit; father to young Ori, Yasmin, Rita, David, and Yonatan.

Effi came down to this world a pure soul on Yom Kippur; 37 years later he returned his  
still purer soul Ram Chesvan 7, 2025. Effi served continuously in gaza for 751 days from the 

Holocaust which began Oct. 7, 2023 - Oct 28, 2025 with utmost heroism to protect troops,  
return captives, and guard Am Yisrael, the 473rd soldier to fall there; during a “cease fire.”  

Shot 4 times to the chest, he hummed “Arba Babot” until his last breath.

For over a decade, Effi, his wife and the children prepared banquets for  
thousands of lone soldiers. His nickname in the IDF was “Effi Sour Pickles.”  

In order not to need to stop to eat a meal during long missions, he filled his uniform  
pockets and helmet with bags of pickles to sustain himself and comrades.

Please let’s preserve his legacy.  
Send a photo of yourselves donating a jar of Sour Pickles lilui nishmat Effi.

whatsapp: 0527482748 | chaimdav@netvision.net.il

Rest in peace precious nephew.  
What an absolute merit to forever be your proud Doda Penny

The most fundamental boundary is 
stated in the Torah’s first sentence - that 
between “heaven” and “earth”. Never 
before or since (except among religions or 
cultures influenced by Judaism) has God 
been conceived in so radically transcen-
dent a way. God is not to be identified with 
anything on earth. “The heavens are the 
heavens of the Lord”, says the Psalmist, 
“but the earth He has given to man.” This 
ontological divide is fundamental. God is 
God; humanity is humanity. There can be 
no blurring of the boundaries.

That was the sin of the builders of the 
tower. Their aspiration (to “reach heav-
en”) was laughable, and indeed the Torah 
makes a joke of it. They think that their 
construction - three hundred feet high - has 
reached heaven, whereas God has to “come 
down” to look at it (in general, the one 
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thing that makes God laugh in the Torah 
is the pretensions of human beings when 
they think of themselves as like the Gods). 
However, it was worse than laughable. 
The Netziv (R. Naftali Zvi Yehudah Berlin, 
1817-1893), writing in Czarist Russia and 
prophetically foreseeing the worst excesses 
of communism, sees Babel as the world's 
first totalitarianism, in which to preserve 
the masses as a single entity, all freedom of 
expression is suppressed (that, for him, is 
the meaning of “the whole world had one 
language and a unified speech”). Intoxi-
cated by their technological prowess, the 
builders of Babel believe they had become 
like Gods and could now construct their 
own cosmopolis, their man-made minia-
ture universe. Not content with earth, they 
wanted to build an abode in heaven. It is a 
mistake many civilisations have made, and 
the result is catastrophe.

In modern times, the re-enactment of 
Babel is most clearly associated with the 
name of Nietzsche (1844-1890). For the 
last ten years of his life, he was clinically 
insane, but shortly before his final break-
down he had a nightmare vision which has 
become justly famous:

Have you not heard of that madman who 
lit a lantern in the bright morning hours, 
ran to the marketplace, and cried inces-
santly, “I seek God! I seek God!” . . . Whith-
er is God?” he cried. “I shall tell you. We 
have killed him - you and I. All of us are his 
murderers . . . God is dead. God remains 
dead. And we have killed him. How shall 
we, the murderers of all murderers, com-
fort ourselves? What was holiest and most 
powerful of all that the world has yet 
owned has bled to death under our knives. 
Who will wipe this blood off us? . . . Is not 

the greatness of this deed too great for us? 
Must we not ourselves become Gods simply 
to seem worthy of it?”

As George Steiner pointed out (in his In 
Bluebeard's Castle) there was less than 
three-quarters of a century between 
Nietzsche and the Holocaust, between his 
vision of the murder of God and the delib-
erate, systematic attempt to murder the 
“people of God” (Hitler called conscience 
“a Jewish invention”).

When human beings try to become more 
than human, they quickly become less 
than human. As Lord Acton pointed out, 
even the great city-state of Athens which 
produced Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, 
self-destructed when “the possession of 
unlimited power, which corrodes the con-
science, hardens the heart, and confounds 
the understanding of monarchs, exercised 
its demoralising influence.” What went 
wrong in Athens, he writes, was the belief 
that “there is no law superior to that of the 
State - the lawgiver is above the law.”

Only when God is God can man be man. 
That means keeping heaven and earth dis-
tinct, organising the latter only under the 
conscious sovereignty of the former. With-
out this there is little to prevent human 
beings from sacrificing the many for the 
sake of the few, or the few for the sake of 
the many. Only a respect for the integrity 
of creation stops human beings destroying 
themselves. Humility in the presence of 
Divine order is our last – best - safeguard 
against humankind arrogating to itself 
power without restraint, might without 
right. Babel was the first civilisation, but 
sadly not the last, to begin with a dream of 
utopia and end in a nightmare of hell.

 A world of tov ,  good,  is  a world 
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of havdallah, boundaries and limits. Those 
who cross those boundaries and transgress 
these limits make a name for themselves, 
but the name they make is Babel, meaning 
chaos, confusion and the loss of that order 
which is a precondition of both nature (the 
world God creates) and culture (the world 
we create). ■

Rabbi Sacks zt”l was the Former Chief Rabbi of 
the United Hebrew Congregations of the Com-
monwealth. These weekly teachings are part of 
his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on the 
weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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sqm expansion rights. Fully accessible.
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The charm of Nachlaot. The prestige of Rehavia. 
Nahalat Achim is the Sweet Spot. Nahalat Achim is the Sweet Spot. 

+972 52-587-8788office@noamhomes.comwww.noamhomes.com

8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
Private house, 138 sqm lot, 30 sqm Sukkah

terrace, open Sacher Park view, 30K
NIS/month income.
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FOR SALE
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     -family home + Zimmer
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Hamutal Fuchs
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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verses of perek 54 as the fitting haftarah 
for our parasha.

We might rightfully wonder, however, 
why the Ashkenazim made the decision to 
extend the haftarah reading by including 
the final seven p’sukim of that same per-
ek (54) and then, by adding the first five 
verses of the next perek (55) as well? Our 
bewilderment would grow even more upon 
studying and comparing these ‘two’(?) 
haftarot.

Beyond the fact that (as mentioned 
before) the opening haftarah reading 
included references to No’ach, something 
that the following section does not, we 
would find, upon analyzing the two parts, 
that the two segments of the prophetic mes-
sage are quite different! 

Yishayahu opens his message by calling 
out “Roni akara” to his nation, telling the 
‘barren woman’ to “break into song”, for 
her children would eventually outnumber 
those of the wedded mothers. The subse-
quent p’sukim describe a glorious future 
for Israel, portraying an upsurge of popu-
lation growth, restoration of the neglected 
land and renewal of the loving relationship 
between Israel and G-d. It is a prophetic 
promise of consolation and hope that is 
understandably read during the weeks of 
consolation. 

And then, we turn to the second part 
of our haftarah, that which is read in the 
Batei Knesset of the Ashkenazi tradition. 
And note how this section begins in con-
trast to the prophet’s opening call of the 

Two Haftarot 
in One?

The haftarah that is read for Parashat 
No’ach is taken from two p’rakim, perek 
54 and perek 55. But that is true only for 
those following the minhag of the Ashke-
nazim. The custom of the Sefaradim is to 
read the first chapter alone - the perek that 
we read after Tish’a B’Av, during the seven 
weeks of consolation. In truth, this earlier 
chapter seems to connect more closely to 
the theme of Parashat No’ach, including 
Hashem’s reference to the flood itself [“Ki 
mei No’ach zot li…”] as well as His prom-
ise that His mercies remain even though 
‘the mountains might move’ [“Ki heharim 
yamushu…”]. It is for this reason that the 
Sefaradi tradition uses only the first ten 

PROBING THE PROPHETS
RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

May the Torah learned  
from this TT be לע״נ  

and in loving memory of

FRED & DORIS  
(LIEDER) GOLDSMITH z”l

אורי שרגא בן יהודה דוד ז״ל
)ח׳ חשון, תשנ״ז(

רייזל דינה בת יוסף ע״ה
)כ׳ חשון, תשס״ד(

Their daughters, 
Faye, Maureen, Rosi and Esti  

Silton, Friedman, Lennon & Martin families
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures 
can be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video  
archive: www.ouisrael.org/video-library

first section: “Aniya so’arah-lo nuchama”, 
“O, Unhappy, storm-tossed one, disconso-
late”. In but ten p’sukim, Yishayahu goes 
from encouraging Israel and telling them 
why they should rejoice - to lamenting a 
nation he describes as unhappy, storm-
tossed and UNcomforted! Nonetheless, the 
navi’s message found in the second part of 
the haftarah is also one of comfort, as Rav 
Moshe Lichtenstein explains, however, the 
solace promised in the second nevu’ah is 
based upon a different theme.

The difference we find between the 
opening segment of the haftarah and the 
“addendum” read in Ashkenazi tradition 
reflects contrasting relationships that we 
may have with the Divine One. The more 
“optimistic” prophecy calling for Israel to 
‘rejoice’ opens Yishayahu’s message that 
reflects a close relationship of G-d and 
Man, insisting that, although there may be 
times of punishment and exile, Hashem’s 
enduring love for His children will never 
permit Him to abandon or reject His cho-
sen nation. As a result, we find that the 
nevu’ah emphasizes G-d’s loving relation-
ship with Israel as a husband with his wife 
of youth and reiterates that He will bring 
his children back again, with vast love and 
everlasting kindness [v. 7,8]. 

The second segment that addresses the 
“unhappy, storm-tossed” nation reflects the 
bond of the All-Powerful King to His sub-
jects - a King Who cares for, and, therefore, 
guards and defends his ‘citizens’. For this 
reason, we find this second prophecy to be 
one focusing on Hashem as The Supreme 
Creator [v. 16] and as Israel’s Protector [17].

The extended haftarah of the Ashkenaz-
im reminds us that Israel’s Geulah may 
come about through a bond of love One 
to another or through the appreciation of 
those in need who recognize their only, 
true Guardian.

One way or the other, Israel’s redemption 
will, undoubtedly, come true. ■
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your home.

058 400 4163
Contact me for a free assessment.
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local expert investment advice 
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There are few personalities in the Torah 
as difficult to define as Noach. The Torah 
calls him:

נֹֹחַַ אִִישׁ צַַדִִּיק תָָּמִִים הָָיָָה בְְּדֹֹרֹֹתָָיו
Noach was a righteous man; he was 

wholehearted in his generation.1

And yet, Chazal famously compare Noah 
with Avraham and seem to suggest that 
Noach did not reach the level of great-
ness that Avraham achieved. Was Noach a 
great tzaddik who simply lived in a terrible 
generation? Was there something missing 
from his greatness?

 NOAH'S MISSION WAS DIFFERENT
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky2 offers an 

insightful approach to this question. 
Instead of asking, “Why wasn't Noach more 
like Avraham?” Rabbi Yaakov asks us to 

1. Bereshit 6:9
2. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky, Emet L’Yaakov

appreciate the possibility that Noach had 
an entirely different mission.

The Midrash makes a remarkable 
statement:
בָָּרוּךְ הוּא  שֶֶׁהַַקָָּדוֹשׁ  מָָצִִינוּ  סִִימוֹן:  רַַבִִּי  אָָמַַר 
עוֹשֶֶׂה חֶֶסֶֶד עִִם הָָאַַחֲֲרוֹנִִים בִִּזְְכוּת הָָרִִאשׁוֹנִִים. וּמִִנַַּיִִן 
שֶֶׁהַַקָָּדוֹשׁ בָָּרוּךְ הוּא עוֹשֶֶׂה עִִם הָָרִִאשׁוֹנִִים בִִּזְְכוּת 
הָָאַַחֲֲרוֹנִִים? וְְנֹֹחַַ מָָצָָא חֵֵן בְְּעֵֵינֵֵי ה׳, בְְּאֵֵיזוֹ זְְכוּת? 

בִִּזְְכוּת תּוֹלְְדוֹתָָיו.
Rabbi Simon said: We find that Hashem 

acts kindly toward later generations in 
the merit of earlier generations. And from 
where do we know that Hashem acts kind-
ly toward earlier generations in the merit 
of later generations? ‘Noach found favor in 
the eyes of Hashem’, in whose merit? In the 
merit of his descendants.3

At first glance, this is difficult. How could 
Noach be saved because of his children? 
His children were not yet the great figures 
they would eventually become. The Torah 
itself makes clear that Hashem's instruc-
tions regarding the Ark were given to 
Noach. What does the Midrash mean?

NOACH'S GREAT ACHIEVEMENT:  
HE PROTECTED HIS FAMILY

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky explains that 
the Midrash is revealing something pro-
found about Noach's greatness. Chazal4 

3. Bereshit Raba 29:5
4. Bereshit Raba 30:9

Saving the World  
or Saving His Home?

RABBI SHALOM ROSNER
Rav Kehilla, Ohel Ephraim in Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Rosh Bais Medrash English Speaking Program JCT Machon Lev
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famously debate the meaning of: ׁנֹֹחַַ אִִיש 
צַַדִִּיק תָָּמִִים הָָיָָה בְְּדֹֹרֹֹתָָיו

Rabbi Yehudah says: ּבְְּדֹֹרֹֹתָָיו הָָיָָה צַַדִִּיק, אִִלּו 
 הָָיָָה בְְּדוֹרוֹ שֶֶׁל מֹֹשֶֶׁה אוֹ בְְּדוֹרוֹ שֶֶׁל שְְׁמוּאֵֵל לֹא הָָיָָה
.צַַדִִּיק

Noach was righteous in his generation; 
had he lived in the generation of Moshe or 
Shmuel, he would not have been considered 
righteous.

Rabbi Nechemiah disagrees: אִִם  וּמָָה 
 בְְּדוֹרוֹתָָיו הָָיָָה צַַדִִּיק, אִִלּוּ הָָיָָה בְְּדוֹרוֹ שֶֶׁל מֹֹשֶֶׁה אוֹ
 If he was – בְְּדוֹרוֹ שֶֶׁל שְְׁמוּאֵֵל עַַל אַַחַַת כַַּמָָּה וְְכַַמָָּה
righteous in his generation, how much more 
so would he have been righteous in the gen-
eration of Moshe or Shmuel.

Rabbi Nechemiah then gives a remark-
able metaphor: ,מָָשָָׁל לְְצְְלוֹחִִית שֶֶׁל אַַפַַרְְסְְמוֹן 
 מוּקֶֶפֶֶת צָָמִִיד פָָּתִִיל, וּמֻֻנַַּחַַת בְְּבֵֵית הַַקְְּבָָרוֹת, וְְהָָיָָה
 .רֵֵיחָָהּ נוֹדֵֵף. וְְאִִלּוּ הָָיָָה חוּצָָה לוֹ עַַל אַַחַַת כַַּמָָּה וְְכַַמָָּה
It is like a sealed flask of perfume lying in 
a cemetery, yet its fragrance still spreads. 
If it had been outside the cemetery, how 
much more so would its fragrance have 
spread.

Rabbi Nechemiah is not criticizing 
Noach. He is defending him. The genera-
tion of the Mabul was not merely a gen-
eration with a few bad people. The entire 
environment had become corrupt. The 
Torah says: וַַתִִּשָָּׁחֵֵת הָָאָָרֶֶץ לִִפְְנֵֵי הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים וַַתִִּמָָּלֵֵא 
 The earth had become corrupt .הָָאָָרֶֶץ חָָמָָס
before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence.5

Noach was living in what Rabbi Neche-
miah compares to a cemetery. What did 
he do? He sealed himself. He protected his 
family. He built a spiritual environment in 
which his family could survive. That may 
not have been the mission of Avraham. 
But perhaps it was exactly the mission of 

5. Bereshit 6:11

Noach.
THE TENT OF THE UPRIGHT WILL 

FLOURISH
The Midrash interprets another pasuk in 

Mishlei: ַַבֵֵּית רְְשָָׁעִִים יִִשָָּׁמֵֵד, וְְאֹֹהֶֶל יְְשָָׁרִִים יַַפְְרִִיח. 
The house of the wicked will be destroyed, 
but the tent of the upright will flourish. 6 
The Midrash explains: בֵֵּית רְְשָָׁעִִים יִִשָָּׁמֵֵד זֶֶה 
 The house .דּוֹר הַַמַַּבּוּל. וְְאֹהֶֶֹל יְְשָָׁרִִים יַַפְְרִִיחַַ זֶֶה נֹֹחַַ
of the wicked will be destroyed, this refers 
to the generation of the Mabul. The tent 
of the upright will flourish: this refers to 
Noach. Why specifically a tent? Noach's 
greatness was that he protected his tent. 
He understood that the world outside had 
become spiritually toxic. His task was not 
necessarily to transform that world. His 
task was to make certain that the world did 
not transform his family. 

That is a form of greatness that we some-
times underestimate. We tend to measure 
influence by how many people we reach. 
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky teaches that 
there are times when the greatest influence 
is exercised inside the home. Noach could 
not save the generation. But he saved his 
family. From that family came Shem. From 
Shem came the Beit Midrash of Shem and 
Ever. From that Beit Midrash came Yaakov 
Avinu.

WHY DID YAAKOV NEED FOURTEEN 
YEARS IN THE BEIT MIDRASH?

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky consistently 
uses this explanation to answer another 
famous question. Yaakov is sent to Haran. 
His parents tell him to go to the house of 
Lavan. Yet before he gets there, Yaakov 
spends fourteen years studying in the Beit 
Midrash of Shem and Ever. Why the detour? 
Yaakov had already learned Torah for 

6. Mishle 14:11
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decades from Yitzhak. Why did he suddenly 
need another fourteen years of Torah?

Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky answers that 
Yaakov needed a different kind of Torah. 
Until now, Yaakov had grown up surround-
ed by tzaddikim. His grandfather was Avra-
ham. His father was Yitzhak. His mother 
was Rivkah. He had lived in an environ-
ment saturated with holiness. Suddenly 
everything was changing. Yaakov was 
going to Lavan. He was entering a world 
of deception, dishonesty, manipulation, 
and spiritual hostility. He needed to learn 
something he had never needed before: 
How do you remain a Jew when the envi-
ronment around you is not Jewish? How 
do you remain honest when everyone else 
is dishonest? How do you remain faithful 
when the people around you do not share 
your values? How do you maintain your 
identity without allowing the environment 
to redefine you?

That was the Torah of Shem and Ever. 
Where did Shem learn it? From Noach. 
Shem had been raised in the generation 
of the Mabul. Ever had been raised in the 
generation of the Dor Haflagah. They had 
learned how to remain righteous in HOS-
TILE environments. Yaakov needed pre-
cisely that Torah.

THE TORAH THAT YAAKOV GAVE YOSEF 
This also explains a remarkable com-

ment of Rashi. When Yaakov later teaches 
Yosef, Rashi tells us that Yaakov transmit-
ted to Yosef the Torah he had learned in the 
Beit Midrash of Shem and Ever.7 Why only 
to Yosef? Because Yosef was about to enter 
a world even more foreign than the world 
Yaakov had encountered. Yosef was going 

7. Bereshit 37:3

to Egypt. He would be completely alone in 
a foreign land without a spiritual support 
system. He would be surrounded by a cul-
ture whose values were radically different 
from his own. He needed the Torah of 
Shem and Ever. 

That is the greatness of Noach. Noach did 
not have a community reinforcing his val-
ues. He was surrounded by a spiritual cem-
etery. Nevertheless, he remained Noach 
and he made sure that his family remained 
part of that same world.

Avraham was the great outward-facing 
tzaddik. His greatness was measured by 
how many people he could bring closer to 
Hashem. Noach was the great inward-fac-
ing tzaddik. His greatness was measured by 
whether he could preserve holiness in an 
environment that was trying to destroy it. 
Both are necessary. There are times when 
we have to go out into the world and influ-
ence it. Yet, there are times when we have 
to recognize that the world is influencing 
us and we need to protect ourselves.The 
wisdom lies in knowing which moment we 
are living in.

WHAT KIND OF TEIVAH  
ARE WE BUILDING?

The Torah tells us that Noach built a tei-
vah. We usually think of the teivah as the 
vehicle that saved Noah from the Mabul. 
Perhaps there is another way to under-
stand it. The teivah was not merely a boat. 
It was a protected environment. Outside 
was chaos. Inside was Torah, family, 
responsibility, and the preservation of life. 
There are times when every Jewish home 
needs its own teivah. We cannot always 
control what happens outside our homes. 
We cannot determine what our children 
will see, what society will value, or what 
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messages will surround them. But we can 
determine what happens inside our tent. 
What do our children hear? What do they 
see us value? What happens on Shabbat? 
How do we speak about other people? How 
do we respond when someone needs help? 
What role does Torah play in our lives? 
Do our children see Judaism as something 
we merely practice, or as the framework 
through which we live? That is the chal-
lenge of Noach.

This explains why the Midrash claims 
that Noach was saved in the merit of his 
children. The Midrash is telling us that the 
way a person builds his home becomes 
part of his own zehut (merit). The children 
are not merely the recipients of a parent's 
values. They become the parent's legacy. 
A person may not be able to change the 
entire world, but he can change a home. A 
home can change a family and a family can 
change generations. Shem learned from 
Noah. Yaakov learned from Shem. Yosef 
learned from Yaakov. Through Yosef, the 
Jewish people survived Egypt.

Before we can influence the world, we 
must make sure that we have built a strong 
foundation in our homes. Noach teaches us 
that saving a family is not a small form of 
leadership. Sometimes the greatest thing a 
person can do for the future of Klal Yisrael 
is to build a home in which the future can 
survive. ■
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Respected 
Rewards

Two brothers, both acting in a like 
manner, yet garnered significantly dif-
ferent rewards. “Vayikach Shem v’Yefet et 
hasimlah vayasimu al sh’chem sheneihem 
vayelchu achoranit vayechasu et ervat avi-
hem u’fneihem achoranit ve’er-
vat avihem lo ra’u— And Shem 
and Yefet took the garment, and 
they placed [it] on both of their 
shoulders, and they walked 
backwards, and they covered 
their father’s nakedness, and 
their faces were turned back-
wards, so that they did not see 
their father’s nakedness.” (Bere-
isheet 9:23) The word “vayikach” 
expresses the singular; Rashi teaches that 
Shem exerted more effort to fulfill the mitz-
vah of covering his father and therefore 
his children merited the mitzvah of tzizit, 

while Yefet’s descendants merited burial. 
What is the significance of each of these 
rewards? And why the apparent disparity 
in consequence?

Rav Meir Chodosh zt”l in K’Ayal Ta’arog 
explains that clothing has two functions. 
The first is to cover one’s body to avoid the 
shame of physical exposure, the second is 
to afford him honor and dignity. Yefet was 
motivated by his desire to cover his father’s 
disgrace. Thus, his descendants merited 

burial, thereby providing their 
bodies with a physical cover 
and protection. Shem, however, 
was motivated by his desire to 
protect his father’s honor and 
dignity so his descendants mer-
ited a mitzvah that brings honor 
to one’s body and soul.

Another approach is offered 
by R’ Gedalya Schorr zt”l , 
Rosh Yeshivat Torah V’da’at. 

He explains that each reward is perfectly 
aligned with the manner in which Shem 
and Yefet performed their actions. Shem 
was driven by an inner passion and 

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
Faculty, OU Israel Center

 Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice

 Work Accidents |  Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial 

Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts 
 Dispute Resolution & Litigation  

Wills & Estates

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
02-5660002        King George 16 A Jerusalem        Office@aslegal.co.il         aslegal.co.il 

Rabbi Gedalia 
Schorr zt"l



OU ISRAEL 39

energy to carry out this great act and was 
therefore rewarded with a mitzvah that is 
performed when one is alive. In contrast 
the singular “and he took,” reflects Yefet’s 
more passive manner, hence his reward is 
bestowed on those who are no longer alive. 
This is a clear example of middah k’neged 
middah, measure for measure. The atti-
tudes we invest in actions result in a corre-
sponding consequence.

Clearly the Torah is teaching us how 
important it is to invest energy and effort 
in our actions and deeds. Rav Avraham 
Yaakov Gordon zt”l emphasizes that Chazal 
underscores here that small differences in 
effort render major differences in rewards. 
Of course, Yefet did the right thing and his 
reward, burial, is monumental. Howev-
er, the mitzvah of tzitzit, compared to the 
entire Torah, is eternity itself. Often, we 
allow ourselves to be satisfied with just 
“getting something done,” when we really 
could stretch ourselves that much more 
to infuse mindset and effort to achieve 
immeasurable dividends. Rav Wachtfogel 
zt”l adds that the difference may have been 
minute, even barely perceptible, yet, the 
Torah is keenly aware of the small nuances, 
and so should we.

The month of MarCheshvan, the month 
containing no holidays, is the perfect 
month for us to concentrate on infusing 
our actions with purpose and lifeforce. Let 
us transform the ordinary into the super-
ordinary, thereby reaping tremendous 
dividends in this world and the next one. ■
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Sweet Talk
Rebbe Yitzchak Luria, zy’a, was undoubt-

edly the greatest expositor of the secrets 
of Torah since Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai, 
author of the Zohar. Known by the acro-
nym Arizal or ‘the Ari HaKadosh’, the pre-
fix alef stands for Eloki, “the Godly Rebbe 
Yitzchak”. No other sage in Jewish history 
has been granted this honorific. Revolu-
tionized the way we understand and live 
with pnimiyus haTorah, revealed an inter-
pretive system of Kavanos, spiritual inten-
tionality toward the direction and applica-
tion of the Kabbalah in prayer and mitzvah 
observance.

Who could begin to imagine the awe-
some Yamim Nora’im tefillos of the holy 
Arizal? A familiar yet invaluable ancient 
tale perhaps holds a tiny glimpse:

One year, following the busy holiday 
period, the Arizal sensed that while the 
prayers he had led in the company of the 
scholars and kabbalists of Tzfas were 
impactful, there was something missing 
in them. In an effort to seek out a tikun 

and gain clarity on this intuition, the 
Arizal entered a deep meditative state 
and ascended to the upper worlds. There, 
in his state of expanded consciousness, a 
dream-like vision was shown to him of a 
Yid whose tefillos were remarkably favored 
on high.

Summoning his devoted disciple, Rav 
Chaim Vital, the Arizal insisted they 
embark on a journey to find out who this 
fellow was and how he had achieved so 
much in his prayers. After a days of mys-
tical travels, they arrived at a small hut in 
a far flung Galilean town, and were taken 
aback by the luminous visage of the holy 
man when he came to the door. The sage 
greeted him and asked, “Please tell me dear 
brother, have you learned the depths of the 
Zohar’s comments on tefillah? 

“Rebbe,” the man swallowed shyly, “I am 
sorry to say, I’m unfamiliar with that…. 
And, well, honestly, I’ve never studied 
much Torah.”

“But you do daven with kavanos, with 
lofty intentions, do you not?”

“Rebbe! …I don’t even know what that 
means!?”

The Ari and Rav Chaim looked at each 
other in wonder. “My friend, tell me please 
of your avodah during the High Holy Days, 
I must know!” 

“Alright, if the Rebbe really wants. To be 
honest, I grew up in poverty, I never had 
the opportunity to learn even the basics of 
Torah and tefillah. In fact, I barely know 
half of the letters of the alef-beis. I’m not 
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so comfortable in the shul, but of course 
I went anyway. Rebbe,” he grinned with 
embarrassment, “I confess, I wanted des-
perately to fit in and daven with the con-
gregation; everyone was davenning so 
eloquently in Hebrew…. My heart was so 
broken, I didn’t know what to do, so finally 
I just shouted out the handful of letters I 
know: 'Aleph, beis, gimmel, daled, hei, vav, 
zayin, ches…!’ And then I said, ‘Master of 
the World! All I can do is give You what I 
know. That’s all I have, just a handful of 
‘A-B-C’s’. Please help me — please string 
these letters together into words in a way 
that will bring You nachas…!”

Deeply moved by the sincerity of this 
Jew, the Ari haKadosh bowed his head 
and praised him, “Ashrecha, fortunate are 
you! …My friend, you’ll never know what a 
great gift you have given me today. Thank 
you!” Smiles remained on the lips of the 
two great teachers of Am Israel until they 
had returned to their holy beis medrash in 
Tzfas. 

…Needless to say, in the following year 
their prayers rose to an even greater level.

אֵֵלֶֶּה תּוֹלְְדֹֹת נֹֹחַַ נֹֹחַַ אִִישׁ צַַדִִּיק תָָּמִִים הָָיָָה בְְּדֹֹרֹֹתָָיו 
אֶֶת־הָָאֱֱ-לֹהִִים הִִתְְהַַלֶֶּךְ־נֹֹחַַ,

 “These are the generations of Noach: 
Noach was an ish tzadik tamim b’dorosav, 
righteous and wholehearted, perfect, in 
his generations. Noach walked with God” 
(Bereishis, 6:9).

Hashem praises Noach as an ish tzadik 
tamim. The Hebrew word tam, sometimes 
translated as ‘perfect’, is more accurately 
‘innocent’ — while implying simplicity, 
purity, wholeheartedness, sincerity, and 
completeness. 

A lack of temimus takes a devastating toll 

on our inner world. Consider the core of 
our daily religious practice, Torah and tefil-
lah. While we may be able to intellectually 
explain numerous p’shatim and peirushim 
with fancy, highbrow language, engaging 
modern and ancient literary devices and 
analytical tools, it is the midah of temimus 
that connects us to what we are learning, 
saying and doing. Rather than merely 
articulating a mass of eloquent theoretical 
information, davening with temimus brings 
alive a simple truth: we are speaking with 
the Creator, Sustainer and Master of the 
World. 

This past week marked Rosh Chodesh 
Mar-Cheshvan. A number of explanations 
are suggested regarding the root of the 
name and essence of this month. The pre-
fix Mar means ‘bitter’, a reference to this 
month being broken-hearted over its lack 
of any festivals. Mar also means ‘drop’, 
referring here to the first rains (the Yoreh), 
which fall in Cheshvan. Sefer haAruch 
suggests a word play: this month is Mer-
achesh-van; merachesh (flowing) vahn (with 
water), as this is the month when we begin 
to pray for winter rains. 

The Gemara (Taanis, 25b) recounts how, 
during a severe drought, the great Rebbe 
Eliezer rose before the community and 
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prayed for rain, reciting the six extra bless-
ings for rain ordained by the Sages to be 
added into the Amidah. Despite his twen-
ty-four blessings, rain did not fall. Rebbi 
Akiva then went before the ark and cried 
out: 

אָָבִִינוּ מַַלְְכֵֵּנוּ אֵֵין לָָנוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְ אֶֶלָָּא אָָתָָּה. אָָבִִינוּ מַַלְְכֵֵּנוּ, 
לְְמַַעַַנְְךָ רַַחֵֵם עָָלֵֵינוּ!

Our Father, our King, we have no king 
other than You. Our Father, our King, for 
Your sake, have mercy on us!”

His prayers were answered immediately. 
The Gemara then points to Rebbe Akiva’s 
forgiving nature as the reason his prayers 
were more effective than those of his teach-
er Rebbe Eliezer. The Arizal (Sefer haKava-
nos), however, asserts that Rebbe Akiva 
opened his heart and cried out to Hashem 
with unscripted words and with complete 
humility and self-effacement, davening 
with temimus. 

The Gemara (Megillah, 27b) considers the 
length of time that one prayed as the time 
it is סְְדוּרָָה בְְּפִִיו, ‘arranged in his mouth,’ 
meaning the period it continues to linger 
after one has completed his formal daven-
ing. If we have prayed with temimus, our 
lips may still be subtly and even subcon-
sciously articulating those prayers for quite 
some time.

Arugas haBosem relates that in the 
month of Marcheshvan, marchushei mer-
achshin, “our lips are still moving,” with 
the the holy songs and prayers of the past 
month of Tishrei. Whispers of the elevat-
ed nigunim, songs and tefillos of Selichos, 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kipur and Sukos still 
echo in our ears.

Before our memories of the High Holy 
Days and our kabbalos, our holy resolu-
tions for the new year, begin to fade, let us 
take up the opportunity of Cheshvan. Let 
us take this time to process and reflect on 
our Tishrei prayers, and the lingering taste 
of their words and letters. In this way, may 
Mar-Cheshvan be sweetened with the after-
glow of those festivals.

And may the Ribbono Shel Olam always 
hear our sincere prayers, accept our ser-
vice of temimus, and ‘make it rain’ with 
floods of blessing! 

Excerpt from newly released Baderech: 
Along the Path of the Torah, (Mosaica 
Press, Elul 5786) ■

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp 
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author 
of the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ra-
mat Beit Shemesh with his wife Ora and their 
family.
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There is a fascinating teaching in the 
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interesting 
take on the narrative of Noach.

Upon emerging from the teiva and wit-
nessing the destruction in the world fol-
lowing the flood, Noach began to weep, 
and then called out to Hashem- questioning 
how it could be that the world was deci-
mated. Hashem, according to this teach-
ing, answers Noach, calling him a foolish 
servant- I told you that you were righteous 
before me, and that the world was destined 
for destruction, and you did nothing! You 
had the capacity to daven and intercede, 
and you did nothing to convince me that 
the world was worth protecting! 

The Beit Yaakov of Ishbitz zy'a, similar-
ly points out that there is a familiar pasuk 
in Yeshaya which refers to the flood as the 
Mei Noach- the waters of Noach. The Reb-
be explains, since Noach did not advocate 
for the salvation of others before the flood, 
the flood's destruction is subsequently 
referred to as the waters of Noach.

The great Chasidic Master Reb Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy'a points out 

something interesting in this teaching. In 
not advocating at all, by not making any 
effort whatsoever to show concern for 
others, Noach was not simply selling oth-
ers short, but rather was selling himself 
short! Noach simply did not understand or 
believe that he, as a righteous person, had 
the ability to both advocate for or influ-
ence others! He simply didn't understand 
that he, like each of us, can indeed make a 
difference-that we are all given the gift of 
koach hatefila, the power of tefila to trans-
form ourselves, and transform the world!

Reb Levi Yitzchak teaches us so power-
fully that each of us should reflect on this 
important lesson, that we should appre-
ciate the capacity each of us has been 
endowed with, that our actions and tefilot 
do have the ability to impact others, and to 
lift up the entire world.

This idea is reflected in a powerful short 
teaching from Reb Tzadok HaKohein 
MiLublin zy'a, in his work Tzidkat HaTza-
dik, Reb Tzadok taught: 

K'sheim She'Adam Tzarich L'Haamin 
B'Hashem Yitbarach, kach tzarich achar 
kach l'haamin b'atzmo-Just as a person must 
believe and be faithful to Hashem, so too one 
must believe and have faith in oneself!

Hashem bestows each of us with incred-
ible capabilities-each of us must look 
inward with confidence and ask our-
selves-how can I contribute to making the 
world a better place? 

Each year, we read the story of Noach, 
just a few short days after we emerge from 
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the proverbial teiva of the experience of the 
days of Elul, and the chagim of Tishrei. As 
we begin to settle into a more consistent 
routine, each of us must ask ourselves-how 
can we begin to bring the inspiration and 
growth we experienced these past many 
weeks, and actualize our innate individual 
strengths to make our mark in improving 
the world?

Yehi Ratzon, may we be blessed to take to 
heart each of these meaningful insights, and 
may we each merit to channel those inner 
strengths, and collectively bring about a 
transformation of the entire world. ■
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To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney  
054-281-4604 or donate online: www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/
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MARINE BIOLOGY

אַַּבְּפָָּיו מִִכֹֹּל אֲֲשֶֶׁר  כֹֹּל אֲֲשֶֶׁר נִִשְְׁמַַת רוּחַַ חַַיִּּים 
חָָּבֶּרָָבָָה מֵֵתוּ׃ )ז:כ״ב(

All in whose nostrils was the merest 
breath of life, all that was on dry land, 
died.
ם  ּיָּּבַּ שֶֶׁ דָָגִִים  וְְלֹא  חָָּבֶּרָָבָָה״ –   רש״י: ״אֲֲשֶֶׁר 

)סנהדרין ק״ח ע״א(.
“(All) that was on dry land (died)” – 

and not the fish in the sea (Sanhedrin 
108a).

The Torah describes the devastation of 
the Mabul: “Kol asher nishmas ruach chaim 
b’apav” – anything that breathed, anything 
alive, anything that had life within it, died. 
Then, almost redundantly, a second clause 
appears: “Mikol asher b’charavah meisu.” 
Anything on dry land died. That second 
phrase seems to qualify the first. Why 
repeat the point?

Rashi explains that the fish in the ocean 
did not die, lo dagim shebayam. Because 

they were not part of the charavah, the dry 
land, they were spared. The Gemara in San-
hedrin supports this. The fish were exempt 
from this destruction.

Why is it important for the Torah to tell 
us that the fish survived?

One answer, from the Gemara in Zeva-
chim, is that the fish were less implicat-
ed. The moral breakdown that began in 
the human world spread outward to land 
animals. There were forms of corruption 
described by Chazal, including unnatural 
mixing that distorted the created order. 
The corruption had spread into the moral 
and ecological order. The fish, however, 
remained largely untouched by that cor-
ruption. They were spared.

In other words, the Mabul was not a 
blind or indiscriminate act. Where guilt 
existed, devastation followed; where inno-
cence remained, life remained. The fish 
stand as a counterpoint to how other ani-
mals behaved. Hashem preserves what 
does not deserve destruction, even when 
the rest of the world is collapsing.

There is also a broader theological layer. 
The Mabul represents a reversal of Ma’aseh 
Bereishis. The world failed, and so Hashem, 
as it were, returns creation to tohu va’vohu, 
the state before formation.

How is creation reversed? On Day Two, 
Hashem separated the upper waters from 
the lower waters. On Day Three, He gath-
ered the waters so dry land could emerge. 

L'zecher Nishmat Imma Morasi Shulamis bat HaRav Shmuel Tzvi Halevi a"h

RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram Yeshivat Har Etzion
Maggid Shiur All Parsha and All Daf, OU.org

ECHOES OF RASHI
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The Mabul reverses that process. Water 
descends from above – v’arubos hasha-
mayim niftachu – and erupts from below 
– nivke’u ma’ayanos tehom. The boundar-
ies collapse. The world returns to a sub-
merged, unformed state.

Within that framework, perhaps only cer-
tain layers of creation are undone. Beings 
that were created on Day Six – human 
beings and land animals – are erased. But 
marine life, which was created on Day Five, 
remains. This does not fully resolve the 
question of the birds, who were also creat-
ed on Day Five, but it suggests that dagim 
function as a thread of continuity, a living 
remnant of the original world that persists 
even as everything else is washed away.

This opens a speculative question. Does 
this detail shed light on the world we 
observe? Marine biology is markedly dif-
ferent from terrestrial biology. The variety 
of marine species is vast.

Is it possible that marine life appears so 
varied because it did not undergo the rup-
ture of the Mabul? Perhaps the ocean pre-
serves a greater continuity with pre-Mabul 
nature than the world on land.

If land animals were rebuilt from a nar-
row base, from the pairs entering the tei-
vah, their descendants would reflect that 
limitation. Marine life did not pass through 
that same bottleneck. It did not enter the 
teivah; it remained outside the cycle of 
destruction and reconstruction. Oceanic 
life may therefore preserve a broader echo 
of earlier creation, one that is more contin-
uous and more diverse.

This small Rashi opens multiple dimen-
sions. It teaches a moral lesson about pre-
cise divine justice, a theological model of 
creation being reversed, and a lens through 

which to think about the natural world: 
how traces of an earlier order may still 
exist beneath the surface of the seas.

NO FREE PASS

בָָה׃ )ז:כ״ג( ּתֵּּבַּ שָָּּׁאֶֶר אַַךְ נֹֹחַַ וַַאֲֲשֶֶׁר אִִתּוֹ  וַַיִּ
Only Noach was left, and those with 

him in the ark.…
רש״י: ״אַַךְ נֹֹחַַ״ – לְְבַַד נֹֹחַַ, זֶֶהוּ פְְּשׁוּטוֹ; וּמִִדְְרַַשׁ 
הֵֵּבְּמוֹת וְְהַַחַַיּוֹת.  דָָּגָּה: גּוֹנֵֵחַַ וְְכוֹהֶֶה דָָם מִִטֹֹּרַַח הַַ אַַ
ישׁוֹ, וְְעָָלָָיו  וְְיֵֵשׁ אוֹמְְרִִים שֶֶׁאִִחֵֵר מְְזוֹנוֹת לָָאֲֲרִִי וְְהִִּכִּ

ם )משלי יא:לא(. אָָּבָּרֶֶץ יְְשֻֻּׁלָּ יק  נֶֶאֱֱמַַר הֵֵן צַַּדִּ
“Only Noach.” – Noach alone. This is 

its literal meaning. But the Midrashic 
explanation is (Midrash Tanchuma, 
Noach 9) that he was coughing and spit-
ting blood because of the trouble he had 
with the cattle and beasts; others say 
that he was once late in bringing food 
to a lion, so it struck him. Regarding 
him may the words be applied (Mishlei 
11:31), “Behold, even the righteous is 
paid (for his evil deeds) in this world.”

As the Mabul is coming to an end, the 
Torah writes: “Vayisha’er ach Noach” – 
“Only Noach survived.” The word ach is 
strange. We already know that Noach was 
the lone survivor, so what is the Torah add-
ing? Rashi explains that ach means “even.” 
He was the sole survivor, yet he himself 
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had barely survived.
Why did Noach just barely survive?
Rashi offers several explanations. We 

won’t go through all of them, but the most 
familiar is that Noach was injured by the 
lion of the teivah. He failed to feed the lion 
on time, and the lion attacked him. At first 
glance, this seems like a straightforward 
lesson about sensitivity to animals and to 
all of Hashem’s creatures. Noach is entrust-
ed with the entire natural world, and even 
a temporary lapse in care matters.

Once Noach leaves the teivah, a hierarchy 
is established. Human beings stand at the 
top of creation. We are meant to harness 
and guide nature responsibly. Judaism is not 
opposed to using animals to improve human 
welfare, even via experimentation, so long 
as it is done with care and restraint. Cruelty, 
brutality, and indifference are forbidden.

But there is something far more unset-
tling here.

Why should Noach be punished for 
insensitivity to a single lion? His entire 
year was devoted to preserving the natural 
world. Day and night, month after month, 
he fed and sustained countless creatures. 
Why should he be punished for one lapse, 
one moment of delay?

The answer is that sensitivity is not 
cumulative. You do not earn credits that 
allow you to be insensitive later. You can-
not justify a local failure by pointing to a 
broader devotion. Even if Noach was sav-
ing the world, that lion still needed to be 
fed. In that moment, Noach fell short. Sen-
sitivity operates in real time.

People make this mistake constantly. 
They are deeply committed in general, 
generous in broad strokes, and devoted 
to many people, but then are insensitive 

to one person in one moment. When it is 
pointed out, the response is immediate. 
Don’t you see how much I do? Don’t you 
see how dedicated I am? All of that may be 
true, but it does not excuse the lapse.

Sometimes this happens even within a 
single relationship. Anyone who is mar-
ried recognizes this dynamic. A person can 
work hard all day, support the household, 
prepare for Shabbos, and still be insensi-
tive in a particular moment. The response 
is the same. How can you say I’m insensi-
tive? Look at everything I do!

Relationships depend upon general 
commitment as well as moment-by-mo-
ment attentiveness. When you err in that 
moment, you do not justify it. You apol-
ogize, and you try again. Noach does not 
receive a free pass because of his heroic 
year. In that instant, he still owed care to 
the lion. For that lapse, he was injured.

Since October 7, 2023, responsibility has 
weighed heavily on many people. Lives 
have been rearranged, homes opened, rou-
tines broken, energy spent without pause. 
It is hard not to feel that this should earn 
some allowance. The Torah does not speak 
that way. Especially when a world is being 
rebuilt, responsibility sharpens. Noach 
rebuilt the world, and he still received no 
free pass.

THE CRY FROM THE TEIVAH

ה וְְאֵֵת כָָּל  וַַיִּּזְְכֹֹּר אֱֱלֹקִִים אֶֶת נֹֹחַַ וְְאֵֵת כָָּל הַַחַַּיָּ
עֲֲּיַּבֵֵר אֱֱלֹקִִים רוּחַַ עַַל  בָָה וַַ ּתֵּּבַּ הֵֵּבְּמָָה אֲֲשֶֶׁר אִִתּוֹ  הַַ

שֹֹּׁיָּכּוּ הַַמָָּיִִם׃ )ח:א( הָָאָָרֶֶץ וַַ
God remembered Noach and all the 

beasts and all the cattle that were with 
him in the ark, and God caused a wind 
to pass over the earth, and the waters 
subsided.
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Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Echoes of Rashi is available 
at: taraginbooks.com.
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on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

ין  ת הַַּדִּ ם מִִּדַּ רש״י: ״וַַיִּּזְְכֹֹּר אֱֱלֹקִִים״ – זֶֶה הַַּשֵּׁ
ת  יְְדֵֵי תְְפִִּלַּ ת רַַחֲֲמִִים עַַל  וְְנֶֶהֶֶפְְכָָה לְְמִִּדַּ הוּא, 
ת  עִִים הוֹפֶֶכֶֶת מִִּדַּ לׁשֶׁ רְְׁשָׁ עָָׁשְׁתָָן  יקִִים; וְְרִִ ּדִּּ הַַצַּ

ין. ת הַַּדִּ רַַחֲֲמִִים לְְמִִּדַּ
“God remembered” – This name 

signifies middas hadin, but it was 
transformed into middas harachamim 
through the prayers of the righteous, 
while the wicked can reverse mercy into 
judgment.

Rashi pauses on a single word. The name 
Elokim generally reflects middas hadin. It 
appears in contexts of judgment and pun-
ishment. And yet here, at the moment of 
relief, the Torah still uses the name Elokim.

Rashi explains that something has shift-
ed. Middas hadin has been transformed 
into middas harachamim through tefillah. 
Judgment itself has been redirected.

This idea is far-reaching. Tefillah can 
alter outcomes. Hashem created a world 
in which human prayer can reshape how 
events unfold.

But that raises a question. Who is daven-
ing here?

The only person in the teivah capable 
of tefillah is Noach. Yet the Torah nev-
er records a tefillah. There is no explicit 
moment of prayer – no dialogue, no words. 
Still, Rashi reads tefillah into the pasuk. If 
God as Elokim has become Rachem, some-
one must have cried out to Him.

This suggests that Noach did daven, even 
if the Torah does not record it. The silence 
of the text does not mean the silence of the 
person.

This carries two implications.
First, tefillah predates Avraham and the 

emergence of the Jewish people. It belongs 
to humanity. Noach precedes the Jewish 

nation. “Ki beisi beis tefillah yikarei lechol 
ha’amim” – “For My House shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples” (Yeshaya-
hu 56:7). There is something deeply human 
about reaching beyond oneself and calling 
out to God.

Second, tefillah does not require a perfect 
person. Noach is not Avraham. His spiritu-
al life is not expansive, not outward-facing. 
Soon after leaving the teivah, he will falter. 
Yet his tefillah is effective.

This also broadens how we understand 
tefillah. Prayer can possess real power even 
when the person davening is spiritually 
incomplete. When a person feels a need 
and turns to Hashem, that movement itself 
has power.

Part of Noach’s limitation was revealed 
earlier. He did not daven for others. He did 
not pray for his generation. Now, inside 
the teivah, he turns to Hashem for himself. 
Even that is enough to shift middas hadin 
into middas harachamim.

We often try to deepen our tefillah, to 
make it more thoughtful, more structured, 
and more meaningful. That effort matters. 
This Rashi reminds us of something more 
basic. When a human being truly needs 
Hashem and calls out, that call is heard. 
And sometimes that is enough to change 
everything. ■
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 PARSHAT NOACH | YESHAYAHU 54:1–55:5
כִִּי־מֵֵי נֹֹחַַ זֹֹאת לִִי אֲֲשֶֶׁר נִִשְְׁבַַּעְְתִִּי מֵֵעֲֲבֹֹר מֵֵי־נֹֹחַַ עוֹד 

ךְ עַַל־הָָאָָרֶֶץ כֵֵּן נִִשְְׁבַַּעְְתִִּי מִִקְְּצֹֹף עָָלַַיִִךְ וּמִִגְְּער־�ֽבָּֽ
 For this to Me is like the waters of Noah: 

As I swore that the waters of Noah never-
more would flood the earth, so I swear that 
I will not be angry with you or rebuke you.

 Does this week’s haftorah speak of the 
waters of Noach or the days of Noach? Both 
the Radak and the Abarbanel note a differ-
ence between texts. Some have two words, 
ki mei Noach, referring to the waters. Oth-
ers have one word, kimei Noach, referring 
to the days.

 The Radak explains that either reading 
brings us to the same promise. Just as 
Hashem made a covenant that the flood 
would never return to destroy the earth, He 
promises that after the final redemption, 
the Jewish people will not again experience 
exile.

 The Abarbanel draws an additional idea 
from the reading “the days of Noach.” He 
asks us to consider what became of the few 
who survived. Noach and his family emerged 
from the teivah into a devastated world. 
From that one family, the world was popu-
lated anew. So, too, the remnant of the Jewish 
people would return, grow, and fill the land.

 These explanations help us understand 
the call that opens our haftorah: “Enlarge 
the place of your tent … do not hold back.” 
Yerushalayim is asked to prepare for the 
return of her children even while she feels 
their absence. Hashem’s covenant assures 
her that there is a future, and the story of 
Noach reminds her how much can grow 
from a small beginning.

 When we look at the streets of Yerushalay-
im today, at the children walking to school 
and the families making their homes there, 
these words take on new meaning before 
our eyes. As we continue to daven for the 
complete Geulah, we can pause to appre-
ciate the life filling streets that once stood 
empty — and look forward to the children 
who have yet to come home. ■
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In the last article, we explored the first 
four brachot of Birchot HaShachar, which 
focus on thanking Hashem for the partic-
ular position He has given us in life: being 
Jewish, having freedom, and our identity 
as men or women. We now turn to the 
brachot that thank Hashem for the basic 
needs and abilities that allow us to function 
each day.

ברוך אתה ה' מלך העולם פוקח עורים
In this bracha, we thank Hashem for 

the gift of sight. Rabbi Shimon Schwab 
suggests closing our eyes while reciting 
this bracha and trying to imagine what life 
would be like without the ability to see. 
This simple exercise can help us appreciate 
just how precious the gift of vision really is.

Here is a short story that illustrates this 
point. A 25-year-old man was riding on a 
train with his father when he suddenly 
exclaimed, “Dad, look! There are trees and 
flowers!” His father smiled. A couple sitting 
nearby watched the young man’s childlike 
excitement with pity. A few moments lat-
er, the young man called out again, “Dad, 
look! The clouds are moving with us!” The 
couple turned to the older man and asked, 
“Why don’t you take your son to a doc-
tor?” The father smiled and replied, “We 
just came from the hospital. My son was 
blind from birth, and today he got his sight 
back.”

How often do we take our ability to 
see for granted? This bracha gives us an 

opportunity to pause and appreciate a gift 
that we may barely notice in our everyday 
lives. The Olat Tamid adds another dimen-
sion to this bracha. In addition to thanking 
Hashem for the gift of sight itself, someone 
who wears glasses should also appreciate 
the human ingenuity that has made glasses 
possible. This idea is especially meaningful 
to me because I have extremely poor eye-
sight and am legally blind without glasses. 
I often think about how different my life 
would be if glasses and contact lenses had 
never been invented. Something that I use 
every single day, and rarely stop to think 
about, is itself an incredible gift!
ברוך אתה ה' מלך העולם מלביש ערומים
In the next bracha, we thank Hashem 

for providing us with clothing to protect 
us from the elements. The Olat Tamid 
suggests that as we recite this bracha, we 
should think about the different types of 
clothing we have: warm clothes for the 
winter, Shabbos clothes that help us hon-
or Shabbos, and so much more. Taking a 
moment to consider all that we have can 
help us recognize just how fortunate we 
are to live in a world where clothing is so 
readily available, compared to the days in 
which each person had only one outfit and 
would wash it once a week. 

But there is a deeper dimension to this 
bracha as well. I recently came across a 
website devoted entirely to clothing for 
dogs, featuring hundreds of outfits, from 
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Birchot HaShachar: Part II



OU ISRAEL 65

dresses and suits to pajamas, pants, and 
skirts. Looking at this website made me 
laugh out loud. Because there is just some-
thing so absurd about an animal dressing 
in clothes!

Why is this? Rabbi Shimon Schwab 
explains that clothing has a deeper sig-
nificance for human beings. After Adam 
and Chava sinned by eating from the Etz 
HaDaat, Hashem clothed them. Unlike ani-
mals, human beings were given free choice 
and the ability to rise above their natu-
ral instincts. Our clothing can serve as a 
reminder that we are not meant to live sim-
ply by following our animalistic urges. We 
have the ability and responsibility to make 
thoughtful choices and to strive for some-
thing higher. Seen in this light, מלביש 
 is about much more than the ערומים
clothing itself. As we thank Hashem for 
providing us with clothes, we can also 
reflect on the unique gift of free choice 
and our responsibility to use it well.
ברוך אתה ה' מלך העולם מתיר אסורים

In this bracha, we thank Hashem for 
releasing those who are imprisoned 
or bound. Even if we have never been 
imprisoned ourselves, we can use this 
bracha to appreciate the freedom of 
movement that we enjoy each day. 
The Olat Tamid explains that there is 
also a deeper way to understand the 
idea of being bound. Each of us has 
certain assumptions about ourselves 
and the world around us. We may 
believe that we are only capable of 
accomplishing a certain amount, or 
that certain opportunities are simply 
beyond our reach. Sometimes, these 
beliefs become like invisible chains, 
preventing us from recognizing our 

potential.
With Hashem's help, we can break 

through these limitations, discover our 
abilities, and accomplish what we are 
meant to accomplish in this world. Simi-
larly, someone who has struggled with an 
addiction and managed to break free can 
use this bracha to express gratitude for that 
freedom. What a powerful reminder that 
Hashem can help us break free not only 
from physical chains, but also from the 
things that hold us back internally.

ברוך אתה ה' מלך העולם זוקף כפופים
In this bracha, we thank Hashem for 

enabling us to rise from our beds and stand 
upright. The simple act of getting out of bed 
each morning is not something to take for 
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granted. Neither is our ability to stand up 
straight and move about freely. But just as 
we saw with the previous bracha, there is 
more to this idea than its physical meaning.

Sometimes, a person can feel as though 
they are bent over beneath the weight of 
life's burdens. The pressures of earning 
a living, raising children, and maintain-
ing shalom bayis can feel overwhelming. 
At other times, a person may be weighed 
down by shame, guilt, or regret over some-
thing that has happened. When Hashem 
gives us the strength to lift our heads, 
regain our confidence, and move forward, 
He is helping us stand upright in a much 
deeper sense. As we recite זוקף כפופים, 
we can thank Hashem for the physical 
strength that allows us to stand, while also 
asking Him to help us rise above the emo-
tional and spiritual burdens that weigh us 

down. What a gift it is to be able to stand 
tall, both physically and emotionally!

FROM GRATITUDE TO TEFILLA
It is interesting to note that these four 

brachot are written in the plural: ,עורים 
 We are thanking .כפופים and ,ערומים, סאורים
Hashem not only for what He has granted us 
personally, but also for the gifts He has given 
mankind as a whole. This is why even some-
one who personally lacks one of these abil-
ities or blessings still recites these brachot.

Before concluding our discussion, I 
would like to suggest one additional way 
to approach these brachot. Although they 
are formally brachot of שבח (praise) and 
 I believe they can also ,(gratitude) הואדה
serve as a springboard for בקשה (person-
al requests). As we thank Hashem for our 
sight, we can ask Him to help us see more 
clearly, both physically and in the way we 
understand the world. As we thank Him 
for our clothing, we can ask for help in 
making the right choices and living up to 
our potential. As we thank Him for freeing 
those who are bound, we can ask Him to 
help us break through the limitations that 
hold us back. And as we thank Him for 
enabling us to stand upright, we can ask 
Him for the strength to face life’s challeng-
es with confidence.

These brachot remind us that Hashem is 
the Source of the very abilities we rely on 
every day. When we truly internalize that 
recognition, we can begin to understand 
that we have Someone to turn to for all our 
needs. And that is one of the most powerful 
lessons of Tefilla - the more we recognize 
Hashem’s role in our lives, the more natu-
rally we can turn to Him, not only to thank 
Him for what we have, but also to ask for 
what we need. ■
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

The world stands on three things...
upon acts of loving-kindness 
(Avot 1:2)

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHAFETZ CHAIM
In his younger years, Rav Kook devel-

oped a close relationship with the famed 
Chafetz Chaim. They first met 
when the Chafetz Chaim, while 
traveling, would stay at Rav 
Kook’s parents’ home. Later, 
when Rav Kook was in his twen-
ties, the Chafetz Chaim invited 
him to join an exclusive kollel 
dedicated to studying the laws 
of the Kohanim and the Temple 
service.

Undoubtedly, Rav Kook was 
deeply influenced by the Chafetz Chaim’s 
extraordinary saintliness. The follow-
ing story illustrates the Chafetz Chaim’s 

exquisite sensitivity and concern for 
others.

The Ponevezher Rav, Rav Yosef Shlomo 
Kahaneman, was one of the great Torah 
leaders of his generation. He founded the 
Ponevezh Yeshivah in Eretz Yisrael, named 
after the Lithuanian yeshivah that had 

been destroyed during World 
War II. He was a student of the 
Chafetz Chaim, although he ini-
tially studied at the yeshivah in 
Novaradok.

One day, while returning to 
Novaradok, Rav Kahaneman 
decided to take a detour and vis-
it the Chafetz Chaim. When he 
arrived at the Chafetz Chaim’s 
home, the Rebbetzin told him to 

wait because the rabbi was occupied.
Suddenly, Rav Kahaneman heard fright-

ening cries. “Don’t be alarmed,” the Chafetz 
Chaim’s wife explained. “My husband is 
praying for someone.”

Rav Kahaneman assumed that the 
Chafetz Chaim was praying for someone 
who was critically ill, perhaps a close fami-
ly member. “No, it isn’t that,” the Rebbetzin 
explained. “He is praying for a local wom-
an who is experiencing a difficult labor.”

When Rav Kahaneman witnessed how 
deeply the Chafetz Chaim felt the suffering 

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot (1:2): 
The Foundation of Kindness

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi Nosson  
Tzvi Finkel zt"l
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of a fellow Jew to whom he had no person-
al connection, he resolved to become his 
student. (Beit HaLevi on Ahavat Yisrael, 
Sutton, p. 211)

 THE GENIUS OF CHESED
Rav Kook, in Orot HaKodesh (vol. 3, p. 

313), speaks of “the genius of chesed of a 
great giver.” For such a person, “chesed 
and doing good are his soul’s mission and 
the crown of his life.” One who possesses 
an inner vision can discern in this genius 
“the shine of chesed itself, precious and 
lofty, higher and more elevated than all 
acts of chesed that actually come into prac-
tical existence.”

“We are all fortunate if the light of 
chesed shines in our midst. The world is 
fortunate, mankind is fortunate. And the 
nation is fortunate if the vision of a genius 
of philanthropy becomes revealed in one of 
its sons. The ruach hakodesh of philanthro-
py is a treasure of life.”

This unique genius expresses itself 
through chesed, bringing a spirit of life to 
the entire nation. Rav Kook notes that this 
genius “sometimes reveals itself through 
the nation’s poor.” A person may possess 
a genius for chesed even without financial 
means, excelling instead in practical acts 
of kindness. And when such a person dis-
covers an opportunity to translate his inner 
impulse for chesed into action, “his spirit is 
exceedingly amazed.”

“Those with a sharp inner eye, those 
who grasp the real value of life, will be 
able to recognize the splendor of chesed 
even when cloaked with many coverings 
of inability to actually reveal itself.”

For Rav Kook, chesed is not merely a 
collection of good deeds. It can become a 
defining spiritual quality - a way of seeing 

the world and responding to the needs of 
others.

 A SERVANT TO HIS PEOPLE
When Rav Kook first came to Jerusalem, 

word quickly spread that he was always 
willing to help a fellow Jew in need. As a 
result, people came to him at all hours of 
the day, burdening him with every kind of 
request.

When his friends and relatives saw what 
was happening, they decided to intervene. 
They prepared a sign listing specific recep-
tion hours and hung it on Rav Kook’s front 
door.

The next day, however, the sign was 
gone.

His well-wishers prepared another sign 
and hung it in its place. That sign, too, dis-
appeared after a day. Finally, they decided 
to investigate and discovered that Rav Kook 
himself was responsible for removing the 
signs.

When asked why he opposed an arrange-
ment designed to lighten his workload, he 
explained:

“A rabbi is not his own master. He is a 
servant of the people, and a servant must 
be available to serve his master at all 
times.”

This was not merely a statement about 
rabbinic responsibility. It reflected Rav 
Kook’s fundamental understanding of lead-
ership: the spiritual leader exists to serve 
others.

 WATCHING EVERY ACTION
Rabbi Nosson Zvi Finkel, the famed “Alter 

of Slabodka,” moved his yeshivah to Chev-
ron in 1924. Among its distinguished stu-
dents was the young Rav Yitzchak Hutner, 
who would later become one of the great 
Torah leaders of the twentieth century. Rav 
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Hutner frequently visited Rav Kook in Jeru-
salem and was deeply drawn to his saintly 
and poetic personality.

Rabbi Yaakov Freitman, a close stu-
dent of Rav Hutner, related a fascinating 
vignette about one of Rav Hutner’s visits to 
Rav Kook, the Chief Rabbi of Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Hutner arrived in Chevron in the 
summer of 5685 (1925) as a nineteen-year-
old yeshivah student. The Alter of Slabodka 
had recently established a branch of the 
famed Slabodka Yeshivah in Eretz Yisra-
el, and Rav Hutner was among his first 
students.

Later that year, in the month of Iyar, Rav 
Hutner visited Rav Kook for the first time.

The older rabbi and the young genius 
from Warsaw took long walks together and 
spent many nights learning Torah, cover-
ing the entire range of Torah study. These 
encounters established a unique bond 
between the two rabbinic giants.

Years later, when Rav Hutner left Eretz 
Yisrael in 1929 to visit his parents in 
Warsaw, he eventually returned in 1933. 
When Rav Kook saw him again, he recit-
ed the blessing of Shehechiyanu with shem 
uMalchut.

The following story, however, concerns 
Rav Hutner’s return to Chevron after one 
of his early visits to Rav Kook:

The Alter asked Rav Hutner what he 
had seen at Rav Kook’s home. Rav Hutner 
replied that it had been an ordinary visit: 
they had “spoken in learning,” but nothing 
particularly noteworthy had occurred.

The Alter was dissatisfied with this 
response and pressed his young student 
for more details.

One detail Rav Hutner remembered was 
particularly striking.

“It was eleven o’clock in the morning,” 
he recalled, “and a glass of milk that the 
Rebbetzin had brought the Rav was still 
untouched. In the waiting room sat a 
high-ranking British official who had an 
appointment with the Rav. At the same 
time, Rav Kook was sitting with an elderly 
talmid chacham who was hard of hearing 
and had several questions.

“Rav Kook patiently answered the elder-
ly man. Because he had difficulty hearing, 
Rav Kook had to repeat each answer slow-
ly, loudly, and carefully. From time to time, 
Rav Kook’s shamash would enter the room 
and whisper something into the Rav’s ear. 
Each time, Rav Kook would respond, ‘Yes, 
yes—but kavod haTorah, kavod haTorah.’”

Upon hearing this, the Alter of Slabod-
ka delivered an unforgettable lesson in 
mussar:

“If you did not see this, then what is con-
sidered ‘seeing’?”

The Alter, one of the great masters of 
the Mussar movement, recognized in Rav 
Kook’s conduct a profound lesson in mid-
dot. Rav Kook was completely attentive 
to the needs of an elderly man who could 
barely hear, even while a high-ranking 
British official waited to see him. His 
actions demonstrated that honoring anoth-
er human being - and especially kavod 
haTorah - could not be sacrificed to conve-
nience or status.(The Jewish Star, August 5, 
2015; see also Sichat Avot*, pp. 51–52.)*

The Alter of Slabodka was teaching his 
students to look carefully - to notice the 
seemingly small actions that reveal a per-
son’s true character. Rav Kook’s greatness 
was visible not only in his Torah scholar-
ship and writings, but in the extraordinary 
sensitivity with which he treated every 



OU ISRAEL 71

person who entered his presence.
 PRAYING WITH WINDOWS

For millennia, Jews have faced Jerusalem 
when praying. The Talmud in Berakhot 34b 
derives this practice from the way Daniel 
prayed in Babylonia:

“One should pray only in a house that 
has windows,” as it says: “Daniel would 
enter his house, where there were open 
windows in his upper chamber facing Jeru-
salem; three times a day he would kneel 
and pray” (Daniel 6:11).

Why are windows necessary for prayer? 
Is prayer not fundamentally a private exer-
cise of the soul, requiring inward concen-
tration? And why did Daniel specifically 
face Jerusalem?

 ENGAGED PRAYER
Prayer is an intensely introspective activ-

ity, but it should never lead us to lose sight 
of the world around us. If meditation and 
private prayer cause us to withdraw from 
the world, we have misunderstood prayer’s 
ultimate purpose.

The full meaning of prayer cannot be 
realized by someone who is secluded from 
the needs and struggles of society. Prayer 
should inspire us to act for justice, compas-
sion, and the betterment of the world.

For this reason, the Sages taught that one 
should pray in a room with windows. The 
windows symbolize our connection to the 
world outside and remind us that our spir-
itual lives carry moral obligations toward 
others.

At the same time, we turn toward Jerusa-
lem. Our aspirations to perfect the world 
must be directed toward the goal of univer-
sal peace. This is the significance of facing 
Jerusalem, whose name is associated with 
peace. Jerusalem is the focal point from 

which God’s prophetic message radiates 
outward: “For Torah shall come forth from 
Zion, and the word of God from Jerusalem” 
(Isaiah 2:3).

Prayer, then, is both inward and out-
ward. We turn inward to encounter God, 
but we look outward toward a world that 
needs to be repaired.

(Based on Silver from the Land of Israel, 
Morrison, adapted from Ein Ayah, vol. I, on 
Berakhot 34b [5:124].)

 CHESED LE’AVRAHAM
Rav Kook teaches that the uniqueness of 

Avraham’s chesed was its universal scope. 
Avraham did not restrict his kindness to his 
family or community; his chesed extended 
to all humanity.

Rav Kook beautifully describes this over-
flowing quality of kindness and calls upon 
us to follow in the ways of our nation’s 
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Luxury boutique building, 3-room apartment  

with 2 balconies, fully furnished, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking. Quiet location, immediate availability.  

Ideal for investment or as a primary residence.
3.950.000 NIS

BAKA – BUSTAN YEHUDA - Magnificent 4-room apartment 
(originally 5 rooms) in the highly sought-after Bustan 

Yehuda complex, close to all amenities. 135m + two 15m 
terraces, one suitable for a sukkah. Mamad, 2 parking 

spaces, 1st floor with Shabbat elevator, 12m storage room.
6.500.000 NIS

NEAR BAKA – EIN GED - In a boutique building:  
superb, spacious 4-room apartment, architect-renovated  

with high-end finishes. South-facing, 3 exposures,  
1st floor, small balcony / shared rooftop terrace.

5.000.000 NIS
HAMISHKENOT – MICHAEL AZRAN 052-320-2488
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR RENT IN JERUSALEM:
IN THE QUIET HEART OF THE GERMAN COLONY  
Distinctive 4-room Garden Apartment. Small 
historic building, spacious, huge front terrace 

as an additional outdoor living room, large 
beautiful garden, private entrance, high- 

quality finishes and design, clever use of the 
high ceilings to create separate levels. Partially  

furnished, near Emek Refaim and Rachel 
Imenu Streets, with their cafés and boutiques, 

and to the future Light Rail, cultural and 
sports centers, and more. Keys at our office.  

Haim 055-4574163 | Moshe 055-4549428

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
GERMAN COLONY, GRETS ST. 

Exceptionally spacious 4-room, 157sqm on a 
single level, originally 2 apartments, beautiful 

balcony, overlooking stunning open views, 
just steps from Emek Refaim, the Orient Hotel, 
the First Station complex, and more. Exclusive! 

Haim 055-4574163 | Anita 0554549429

 
FOR SALE IN ELAZAR:  

Huge, quiet, private house, 9 rooms + 2 units, 
466m² built, view, mamad. Surrounded by 

garden, pergola. Rooftop terrace with stunning 
view. Exclusive! Sigalit 055-4549459

founding father:
“These are the ways of the tzaddikim 

who are the foundation of the world: they 
judge the world by giving each person the 
benefit of the doubt; they love finding the 
righteousness in everyone and hate finding 
fault in others. These are the true students 
of Avraham our forefather and of those 
who walk in his ways.” (Orot HaKodesh 3, 
pp. 332–333)

This is the foundation of Pirkei Avot 1:2: 
“The world stands on three things: Torah, 
avodah, and acts of kindness.”

For Rav Kook, chesed is not simply one 
virtue among many. It is a way of being. It 
is the ability to see the dignity and good-
ness in another person, to feel another’s 
suffering as one’s own, and to translate that 
sensitivity into action.

The examples of the Chafetz Chaim and 
Rav Kook reveal this ideal in practice. The 
Chafetz Chaim wept for a woman he did 
not know. Rav Kook gave an elderly Torah 
scholar his full attention while an import-
ant official waited. He refused to limit the 
hours in which people could seek his help 
because he understood himself as a servant 
of the public.

True chesed begins with seeing. It con-
tinues with feeling. And it reaches its full-
est expression when that feeling becomes 
action. ■

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special 
price for Torah Tidbits readers.

רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה



OU ISRAEL 73

EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both 
individuals and organizations – from family offices to investment funds, 
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper 
can support your growth and success.
contactisrael@eisneramper.com
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I was on a b us, and someone 
did not have enough money on their Rav-
Kav (transit card) to pay. He asked if I could 
pay for him and pay me back in cash. The 
bus fare was 14.50 NIS, and neither of us 
had enough small change to work out exact 
payment, so he handed me a 20 NIS bill 
and send “It’s fine,” and he indeed did not 
seem to care much. I am a 12-year-old, and 
my parents put the money on my Rav-Kav. 
Can I keep the extra money he gave me, as 
I was the one who made the deal, or do I 
have to give it to my parents?

Answer: Since you ask a precocious 
question, I can give you a serious answer 
with the basic halachic analysis and sourc-
es – a full treatise would be too long.

The gemara (Ketubot 98b) discusses a case 
where Reuven gave Shimon money to buy 
something for him and the seller purpose-
ly gave Shimon more of it than the normal 

price indicates. The gemara says that if the 
price of the commodity is fluid, all that was 
given goes to Reuven. If the price is set, the 
extra received is split between Reuven and 
Shimon. Rashi (ad loc.) explains that if the 
price is fluid, we view the ostensible extra 
as an integral part of the sale, and the sale of 
course was done on Reuven’s behalf. How-
ever, if the price is set, the extra is viewed 
not as part of the sale but as a present. The 
reason the clear extra is divided between 
Reuven and Shimon is that we do not know 
who the intended recipient is. 

The Rif (ad loc.) explains differently. 
He views Shimon as the natural recipient 
when the price is set, but since he was only 
able to make the deal due to Reuven’s mon-
ey, Reuven deserves half of the extra pro-
duce. The Rama (Choshen Mishpat 183:6) 
prefers Rashi’s approach (which surprised 
the Shach, CM 183:12) and therefore says 
that if the seller said he intended the extra 
for Shimon, Shimon receives it all.

The simple application of this rules is to 
say that validating a fare has a set price, 
which is why your acquaintance looked 
for 14.50 NIS. This would make the extra 
5.50 NIS a present, either to you as a help-
ful young man or to your parents, who 
trained you to use their money to help 
someone; you would thus split the 5.50 NIS. 

Who Deserves the Change?

CONSULTATIONS IN:

 Pharmacology   
 Geriatrics  
 Medical  
      Complexity 
 Military  
      Psychiatry

Dr. Victor 
Stiebel MD
PSYCHIATRIST

Cell: Wolfson Medical Center: 

055-500-6240  |  02-563-6265
DrStiebelOffice@icloud.com
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

However, it is also possible your acquain-
tance did not intend for a present but to 
save the time/embarrassment of trying 
to get change. Under the circumstances, 
this would be a natural way of buying the 
fare or reimbursing the money (one could 
argue either formulation), so the whole 20 
NIS would go to your parents. So, the hala-
chic picture is murky.

According to the strict Halacha, par-
ents who support their child are entitled 
to claim the objects their child finds (see 
Bava Metzia 12b). This halacha is true for 
a gift a supported, minor child receives as 
well (Rama, CM 270:2). Therefore, even if 
you deserve some of the extra money, as 
a present, your parents are able to take 
it from you. It is true that it is very com-
mon nowadays for parents to waive this 
right. However, you should not necessarily 
assume that regarding the money in ques-
tion, for which there are strong indications 
that your parents have a claim irrespective 
of your relationship, your parents would 
waive their halachic right.

Let me give you advice about handling 
questions of permission needed from 
someone who has asymmetrical author-
ity (e.g., parents, employers), who, due to 
legal, halachic, and/or practical reasons, 
have the right to decide. People often ask 
whether they may assume implicit permis-
sion for this or that. My frequent advice is 
– it is more respectful and you are more 
likely to receive the permission if you 
ask them. In this case, (parents, see Fifth 

Commandment) I suggest that instead of 
asking, “Can I keep the money?” announce 
“Here is the 20 shekels I got for use of the 
Rav Kav.” If your parents take it, they 
deserve it for all they do, and that might 
be the best chinuch. If they return the dif-
ference, you will have a nice feeling. If you 
discussed it, and your parents suggested 
seeking out the Halacha, that is wonderful.

Best wishes for continued personal 
growth, and mazal tov on your upcoming 
bar mitzva. ■

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

US Citizens 18 years and up can 
vote in the Nov. 3rd Congressional 

Election by Absentee Ballot.  
Go to www.fvap.gov

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

BAKA: Spacious 3.5-room apartment with open views, 
well-maintained, bright, 3 exposures, top floor (6/6), 
elevator, shared parking, in advanced Urban Renewal 
(Pinui-Binui) process! Good location Price: 2.69m Nis
OLD KATAMON: New boutique development! 
Selection of spacious 4–5 room apartments and 
stunning penthouses. High-end finishes throughout, 
Great location.
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We’ve all experienced that moment when 
Yom Tov comes to an end and we return to 
the daily grind of life, what Israelis like to 
call “Acharei Hachagim.” After two months 
of intense spiritual growth spanning Elul, 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkos, 
we suddenly find ourselves back in our dai-
ly routine. The next major landmark isn't 
until Chanukah.

So, what is our day-to-day goal right 
now? What are we supposed to do with all 
the spiritual energy we built up?

The answer lies tucked away in a myste-
rious command in Parshat Noach.

THREE QUESTIONS ON A  
SINGLE COMMANDMENT

As Hashem gives Noach the blueprint 
for the Teivah (Ark), He instructs: “Tzohar 
ta'aseh la'teivah”. Rashi’s primary explana-
tion defines a tzohar as a window. But look-
ing closely, three glaring questions emerge:

1.	Why only one window? The Ark had 
three decks filled with individual rooms 
(kinim). A single window wouldn’t illu-
minate the rest of the ship.

2.	Why the unique name? Biblical Hebrew 
uses the word chalon for a window, a 
word the Torah uses just a few chapters 
later when Noach opens the window to 
send out the raven! Why call it a tzohar 
here?

3.	What was its purpose? During the 
Flood, day and night ceased (yom v'lailah 
lo yishbotu), and the world outside was 
pitch black. What good is a window if 
there is no natural light outside to let in?

TWO TYPES OF WINDOWS
To understand this, we must recog-

nize that there are two distinct types of 
windows:
•	 Type A (Standard Windows): Built to 

bring the outside world inside, letting in 
natural sunlight, views, and fresh air.

•	 Type B (Display Windows): Built to 
project what is on the inside out to the 
public, like a storefront display.
When Shlomo HaMelech constructed 

the Beis HaMikdash, he built its windows 
shekufim atumim, narrow on the inside and 
wide on the outside. Standard architecture 
does the reverse to trap sunlight in the 
house. However, the Beis HaMikdash did 

Time to Shine: The Secret 
Purpose of Noach’s Window

RABBI ELYADA GOLDWICHT
Founder, Semichas Chaver Program 
Rav Kehillat Lev Ra’anana
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not need outside light; its entire purpose 
was to project its spiritual light outward to 
a dark world!
THE TEIVAH AS A MINI-BEIS HAMIKDASH

Remarkably, Noach’s Teivah shared 
several striking features with the Beis 
HaMikdash:
•	 Teshuvah: Like the Mikdash, its con-

struction was a monument urging 
humanity to repent.

•	 The Spatial Miracle: The Ramban notes 
that fitting all the animals into the Ark 
was a supernatural feat (m'at machzik 
et hamatrubah), just as the Aron miracu-
lously fit inside the Kodesh HaKodashim.

•	 The Hidden Hint: Parshat Noach con-
tains pesukim, the exact Gematria of 
Betzalel, the builder of the Mishkan!
THE ANSWER: YOUR TIME TO SHINE

Now all three questions fall into place!
The tzohar was never meant to bring out-

side light into the teivah. It was a unique 
window, narrow on the inside and widen-
ing outward, designed to project spiritual 
light from within the teivah out into the 
world. This is why it is called a tzohar: it 
was narrow on the inside, tzar, and wide 
on the outside. It also explains why only 
one window was necessary.

Just as the teivah resembles the Mikdash, 

so too does the soul of every Jew. The Torah 
commands, “V’asyu li Mikdash v’shachanti 
b’tocham”, make Me a Sanctuary, and I will 
dwell within them. The Torah does not 
say that Hashem will dwell “within it,” but 
“within them. Every single Jew is a walking 
Beis HaMikdash.

Over Elul and the Chagim, we worked 
tirelessly to perfect our inner Sanctuary. 
But the goal of “Acharei Hachagim” is not to 
keep our growth locked inside. Now is the 
time to build a tzohar, to wear our emunah 
proudly on our sleeves, illuminate our sur-
roundings, and project warmth and faith 
into the world around us. Don't hide your 
light, it's your time to shine! ■

For more shiurim by Rav Elyada Goldwicht seach 
YouTube and Spotify.
www.youtube.com/@RavElyadaGoldwicht

Pesach &
year round
kitchen
kashering

053-3725341 
02-6431427



78 TORAH TIDBITS 1680 / NOACH

Torah Educator 
Presenter for OU Women’s Initiative

MRS. MICHAL HOROWITZ

Parshas Noach begins ten generations 
after Creation, when we learn of a cor-
rupt world. The Torah tells us about 
one man and his family - Noach, Naama, 
Shem, Cham, Yafes and their wives - who 
remained untainted. Hashem tells Noach 
that He will bring a great deluge to destroy 
the world and humanity, and after the 
flood, we meet a broken and shattered 
Noach, trying to rebuild after destruction.

The parsha begins by introducing us to 
its hero:

דֹֹרֹֹתָָיו מִִים הָָיָָה ּבְּ יק ּתָּ  אֵֵלֶּּה תּוֹלְְדֹֹת נֹֹחַַ נֹֹחַַ אִִישׁ צַַּדִּ
תֶאֶ־הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים הִִתְְהַַלֶּּךְ־נֹֹחַַ  - These are the off-
spring of Noach: Noach was a righteous 
man, perfect in his generation; Noach 
walked with G-d (Bereishis 6:9).

At face value, the pasuk seems to be 
praising Noach highly, and yet, the Sages 
understand something deeper.

דֹֹּבְּרֹֹתָָיו  - "in his generation.” Why does the 
Torah qualify Noach's righteousness by 
tying it to his generation? Was he absolute-
ly righteous - or only by comparison?

Rashi records a famous dispute among 
Chazal. Some understand this word as 
praise: if Noach remained a tzaddik in a 
generation as corrupt as his own, then in 
a generation of righteous people he would 
have been even more righteous. Others 
read the very same word as a limitation: 
it was only relative to his wicked genera-
tion that Noach was considered righteous. 
Had he lived in the generation of Avraham 
Avinu, he would have been considered as 
“k’lum, nothing”.

The same one word: דֹּבְּרֹֹתָָֹיו  - "in his gener-
ation,” with two opposing opinions. What is 
the Torah teaching us?

Perhaps the Torah is telling us something 
profound about righteousness: how we 
measure the people around us and how we 
measure ourselves. 

If righteousness is only relative - "I'm 
doing fine compared to everyone else" - then 
we risk our behavior and actions collaps-
ing into complacency. We look around at a 
compromised world and may conclude that 
our own compromises are perfectly accept-
able, perhaps even better than acceptable! 
“Compared to everyone else around me, 
I’m doing great,” we may lead ourselves 
to believe. The yetzer hara needs no better 

The Measure of 
Righteousness

This week’s dvar Torah is sponsored by the Glowinsky family in loving memory of  
Avraham Chaim ben Avraham z’l, on the occasion of the yarzheit 28 Tishrei
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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argument than this.
However, there is a danger in the abso-

lute standard as well. If we measure our-
selves only against the greatest tzaddikim, 
against an ideal of perfection untouched 
by personal life circumstances, we then 
risk despair. We forget that Hashem judges 
each person within the reality of his own 
life - his challenges, his background, his 
generation, his own unique strengths and 
weaknesses. As Chazal teach: לפום צעאר 
 according to the effort is the reward - אגאר
(Pirkei Avos 5:23). The effort matters. The 
context matters. The individual matters.

The Torah, in its wisdom, holds both 
truths at once. Noach is called איש דציק 
 genuinely righteous and pure. And - מתים
yet the Torah will not let us forget דֹֹרֹֹתָָיו  - ּבְּ
that his righteousness was born in the very 
times in which he lived, against the current 
of those around him in his generation.

There is another nuance in the pasuk 
worth studying. The Torah does not say 
that Noach walked before G-d, but rath-
er that he walked with G-d: תֶאֶ־הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים  
 .הִִתְְהַַלֶּּךְ־נֹֹחַַ

Rashi explains: Avraham, of whom it is 
said "walk before Me" (Bereishis 17:1), drew 
strength from within his spiritual reserves 
and walked on his own. Noach walked with 
G-d - he needed Hashem's support to hold 
him up. 

From here we learn that even the tzaddik 
of his generation did not stand alone. He 
leaned on the very Hand of G-d that mea-
sured him. Perhaps that is why the Torah 
calls him מתים, pure - because he was pure 
and wholehearted and knew to Whom to 
turn when he was in need.

These lessons, from the personality of 
Noach, have powerful implications for 

how we see others. In the realm of chinuch, 
when we evaluate a child or a student, do 
we measure him against his siblings, class-
mates, or some abstract ideal? Or do we 
ask a deeper question: given his genera-
tion, his struggles, his starting point - is he 
walking, as best he can, with G-d? A child 
who works hard for every accomplishment 
may find greater success - for him, in his 
exact situation - than the one for whom 
everything comes easily.

The same is true in our interpersonal 
relationships. In shalom bayis, in friend-
ship, in community - we are, all too often, 
quick to judge others against an absolute 
standard while judging ourselves generous-
ly against our circumstances. 

The Torah subtly asks us to reverse that: 
to extend to others the understanding of 
context we grant ourselves, while hold-
ing ourselves to the higher standard we 
demand of others.

And in our own avodas Hashem, the 
message of Noach is both a chizuk and a 
demand. Chizuk, because Hashem certainly 
sees the generation we live in - its distrac-
tions, pressures, confusion, and challenges 
- and He measures our strivings according-
ly. Yet, demanding, because "everyone else 
is struggling too" can never be an excuse 
for standing still or our own complacency 
with self.

Noach built his teivah while everyone 
around him mocked him. He walked with 
G-d while the generation walked away 
from G-d. He did not wait for better com-
pany or easier times. He was righteous 
- in his generation, and therefore, for all 
generations.

May we merit to walk with Hashem and 
reach our individual potential, for the 
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generation and times in which we live. 
May we be honest about where we stand, 

generous in how we see others, and unwill-
ing to let the darkness around us hold us 
back from reaching our own potential as 
individuals, as Jews, and as ovdei Hashem.

בברכת בשורות טובות ושבת שולם. ■

Michal Horowitz is a Torah educator who lec-
tures nationally throughout the United States, as 
well as internationally. Thousands of her shiur 
recordings are available online. She is a regular 
presenter for the OU Women’s Initiative and the 
author of Abled: Living With a Disability, a Torah 
View (Mosaica Press). Michal lives in Woodmere, 
NY, with her family.

Lovely Apartment for Sale  
in Nof Tzion, Jrslm 

4.5 rooms + balcony + store room 
Open view to Har Habayit 

2,480,000 NIS      054-6600138 
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T H E  G O O D  W E  I N H E R I T

The Chain of Generations
A story of Don Isaac Abarbanel · Spain, 1492

No. 2 · Bereishit 5787

Spain, 1492. Don Isaac Abarbanel was a
royal adviser and a great Torah scholar.

Then came the decree: every Jew in Spain
must convert or leave.
Abarbanel begged the king to withdraw it.

He later wrote: “I cried out until my throat was dry.” The decree stood. Abarbanel refused to
convert and left with his people.

Years later in Italy, writing on Bereishit,
Abarbanel called Avraham and his descendants
the chain from which the Jewish nation began.

He gave up his place in the esteemed court of Spain,
but not his place in the enduring chain of the Jewish
people. His Torah commentary is still studied today.

Historical source: Haim Beinart, The Expulsion of the Jews from Spain.
Don Isaac Abarbanel (1437–1508) · Yahrzeit: 29 Tishrei · Shabbat Bereishit, 10 October 2026

Source: Haim Be’er, “Reb Aryeh’s Etrog,” Tablet (2018), translated by Jeffrey Saks.
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His family traced its line to King David.

Abarbanel, Introduction to Melachim

Abarbanel on Bereishit 5:1

תולדות אברהם וזרעו שהם שלשלת התחלות האומה
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Malka asks:
Hi Aleeza
I read your articles in Torah Tidbits and 

feel you do a great job.
I am looking into making a match and 

the young man is on meds for a few years 
for PTSD, however he is and has been sta-
ble for years. I used to think one waits to 
tell that until after they have at least met 

once, but the young man tells me that in 
our society, potentials are checked out 
before meeting so he figures it is better to 
say upfront. 

The question is should I share this before 
they meet or not?

Aleeza answers:
There isn’t only one right time to share 

something like PTSD. There are actually two 
very reasonable ways to handle it, and a lot 
depends on the person whose story it is.

Generally, I’m comfortable with a single 
sharing something like this themselves 
once they’ve started dating. It doesn’t nec-
essarily need to be a first-date conversa-
tion. A first date is usually about meeting 
the person, not meeting their entire medi-
cal and emotional history.

By the second, third or fourth date, when 
there is some connection and both people 
are interested in continuing, there may be 
an appropriate opportunity to say, “There’s 
something important about my history that 
I want you to know.”

That gives the person the chance to 
explain their own experience instead of 
having a matchmaker explain it for them. 
They can share what happened, where they 
are today, why they take medication, how 
they’re doing and anything else that would 

לעילוי נשמת מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

Should She Know About His 
PTSD Before the First Date?
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be important for someone considering a 
future with them to understand.

But your situation is different for one 
important reason: he is asking you to share 
it beforehand.

And in this case, I would.
He isn’t embarrassed by his history. He 

isn’t asking you to hide it or worried that 
someone will find out. He’s actually saying, 
“I would rather know that the woman say-
ing yes to me knows this information and 
is still comfortable meeting me.”

I think that’s very reasonable.
Especially in a community where people 

do significant checking before agreeing to a 
date, sharing this information upfront also 
means she isn’t going to hear something 
through someone else, wonder why it wasn’t 
mentioned or feel caught off guard later.

At a baseline, if she knows he previous-
ly suffered from PTSD, is currently tak-
ing medication, and still says yes, you’re 
already one step ahead. She has enough 
information to decide whether she is com-
fortable exploring the match.

But, and this is important, the matchmaker 
should give the headline, not the whole story.

You can share the basic information 
honestly and calmly, without diagnosing, 
explaining, defending or giving details that 
really belong to him.

Then, if they date and a connection 
develops, I would strongly encourage him 
to have the deeper conversation himself. 
At that point, she can understand not only 
what was, but what is: his emotional health 
today, how the PTSD affects him now, what 
role medication plays, and anything else 
that could meaningfully impact a marriage.

The goal isn’t simply disclosure. The 
goal is disclosure with the right person, 

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

at the right time, with the right amount of 
information.

And in this case, because he is com-
fortable having the information shared 
upfront, I would follow his lead and have 
you disclose the information and also 
vouch for how long you’ve known him and 
you can describe his stability from your 
own personal experience of him. 

May Hashem give you the wisdom to 
share what needs to be shared with sensi-
tivity, and dignity. 

And keep me posted about this match!
Blessings, Aleeza ■

רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. 
With over 20,000 candidates and 6,000 Ambas-
sadors, in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is 
averaging a Wedding every 2 days! 
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Maggid Shiur at the RIETS Israel Kollel 
Rav of Beis Midrash Mevakshei Emes, Mishkafayim, Beit Shemesh

The sefer Mesillas Yesharim can rightly be 
called one of the most essential sifrei mussar 
for a ben Torah. The structure of the sefer is 
based on a statement made by Rabbi Pinchas 
ben Yair in Maseches Avodah Zarah:
תּוֹרָָה  יָָאִִיר:  בֶֶּן  פִִּנְְחָָס  רַַבִִּי  אָָמַַר 
מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי זְְהִִירוּת, זְְהִִירוּת מְְבִִיאָָה 
לִִידֵֵי זְְרִִיזוּת, זְְרִִיזוּת מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי נְְקִִיּוּת, 
נְְקִִיּוּת מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי פְְּרִִישׁוּת, פְְּרִִישׁוּת 
מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי טׇהֳֳרָָה, טׇהֳֳרָָה מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי 
חֲֲסִִידוּת, חֲֲסִִידוּת מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי עֲֲנָָוָָה, 
עֲֲנָָוָָה מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי יִִרְְאַַת חֵֵטְְא, יִִרְְאַַת 
חֵֵטְְא מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי קְְדוּשָָּׁה, קְְדוּשָָּׁה 
מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי רוּחַַ הַַקּוֹדֶֶשׁ, רוּחַַ הַַקּוֹדֶֶשׁ 

מְְבִִיאָָה לִִידֵֵי תְְּחִִיַַּית הַַמֵֵּתִִים.
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair said: 

The Torah leads to caution, caution leads to 
alacrity, alacrity leads to cleanliness, clean-
liness leads to separation (from impurities), 
separation leads to purity, purity leads to 
piety, piety leads to humility, humility leads 
to fear of sin, fear of sin leads to sanctity, 
sanctity leads to ruach hakodesh, and ruach 
hakodesh leads to the resurrection of the 
dead.1

The Ramchal built Mesillas Yesharim as 
a step-by-step exploration of each of these 
middos, culminating with the middah of 
kedushah. However, there seems to be one 

1. 20b.

step missing: Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair opens 
by stating that Torah brings one to zehirus, 
caution regarding sin, but the first middah 
addressed by the Ramchal is zehirus; why 
doesn’t the Ramchal address what seems to 

be the “first rung” of the ladder, 
Torah?

Fundamental principles from 
three different baalei machshavah 
can lead us to important lessons 
that can be derived from the Mesil-
las Yesharim’s striking omission.

1. TORAH IS PART  
OF THE OTHERS

In a letter, Harav Yitzchak Hut-
ner, zt”l, observed that there is a 

distinction between the middos described 
by the Mesillas Yesharim and the stage of 
Torah. Physics states that a person can only 
be in one place at a time; if they are on one 
step, they can’t simultaneously be on another 
step. Similarly, if a person is working on the 
stage of zehirus, that means they have not yet 
reached zerizus. Once they advance to zer-
izus, they by definition have incorporated the 
practice of zehirus into their avodas Hashem 
and they are no longer found on that step.

Torah, though, is different. Torah is not 
distinct from the other steps on the staircase 
leading up to ruach hakodesh and techiyas 
ha’meisim; it is incorporated into every 

Lessons from Mesillas 
Yesharim’s Glaring Omission

RABBI CHAIM EISENSTEIN

Adapted by Tzvi Goldstein

GUEST DVAR TORAH

Rabbi Dovid Miller
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step. For this reason, the Ramchal did not 
limit Torah to the beginning of the sefer. He 
instead built Torah into every middah, show-
ing how learning serves to help an individual 
develop themself as an eved Hashem.2

PRACTICAL TORAH IS COMPLETE TORAH
Rav Hutner’s principle is aptly described 

by the Ramban in his letter to his son, where 
he states that a person should not step away 
from a sefer before figuring out how his 
learning can impact his avodas Hashem. 
While this is relatively simple when learn-
ing a mussar or machshavah sefer, it can be 
many orders more difficult when learning 
Gemara or the intricacies of halachah. Peo-
ple must avoid falling into the trap of learn-
ing a bifurcated Torah — or, even worse, liv-
ing a bifurcated life — where some limudim 
are about improving oneself as a servant of 
the Creator and others are about “developing 
skills” or enjoying the back-and-forth of the 
sugyah. Even if one can’t follow the Ram-
ban’s advice every time he finishes learning, 
at least once a week a person should spend 
time reflecting on what he learned over the 
past week and try to glean some lesson for 
his avodas Hashem. In this way, he will be 
applying Rav Hutner’s understanding of the 
Ramchal’s omission: Torah is part of working 
on all the middos in Mesillas Yesharim, not 
a distinct step that one works on and then 
moves on from.

2. HIGHLIGHTING MITZVOS HA’LEV
Harav Mandelbaum, author of the com-

mentary B’mesilah Naaleh, suggests that the 
Ramchal has his own explanation for this 
curious omission of Torah. The Ramchal orig-
inally wrote Mesillas Yesharim as a debate 
between a chacham and a chassid. In this 

2. See B’mesilah Naaleh, pg. 85.

original version, known as Sefer Havikuach, 
the chassid says to the chacham, “Consider 
the pasuk of yiras Shamayim: ‘V’atah Yisrael, 
mah Hashem Elokecha sho’el mei’imach… — 
And now, Yisrael, what does Hashem ask of 
you…’” After listing such crucial mitzvos as 
yiras Hashem, avodas Hashem, and ahavas 
Hashem, the Torah continues, “lishmor es 
mitzvos Hashem v’es chukosav — to guard 
Hashem’s mitzvos and chukkim.” The impli-
cation is that whatever came before this final 
phrase was not included in the “mitzvos and 
chukkim” that we are called to guard and 
protect, but how can that be? The Ramchal 
has the chassid explain that the Torah is dis-
tinguishing between mitzvos of the intellect, 
like loving and developing awe for Hashem, 
and mitzvos of the body, the many mitzvos 
that are accomplished through action. The 
fact that the mitvzos of the intellect, what he 
calls “mitzvos ha’lev,” are listed first is meant 
to indicate that they are more chashuv, more 
important and consequential for true avodas 
Hashem.

The middos described in Mesillas Yesharim 
are components of those mitzvos ha’lev. 
Learning Torah, though, as important as 
it is, is considered a mitzvah she’b’guf, an 
active mitzvah. In order to highlight the pre-
eminence of the mitzvos ha’lev, the Ramchal 
chose to leave out his discussion of Torah as 
the first step of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair’s pro-
gram of spiritual growth.3

“DISTRACTED” BY LEARNING
I have seen the consequences of focusing 

too much on learning, without developing 
one’s middos and the foundations of avodas 
Hashem. A maggid shiur once shared with 

3.This answer does beg the question of why 
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair did choose to include 
Torah in his list of how to reach ruach 
hakodesh and techiyas ha’meisim.
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me that one his talmidim was learning very 
well in his second year. He set a goal to work 
through all of a large yeshiva masechta, an 
impressive feat. However, the mashgiach 
called him in for a meeting and encouraged 
him to focus on a few weak points in his avo-
das Hashem that could use more targeted 
work. The student chose not to listen to the 
mashgiach.

This student indeed completed the masech-
ta that year and went on to spend a year or 
two in a more “prestigious” yeshiva. After a 
couple of years, he got married — but shortly 
after that time, he got divorced. Today, this 
student is not very religious anymore. This 
is what the mashgiach foresaw: focusing on 
learning to the exclusion of developing one’s 
spiritual character is a recipe for disaster.4

3. TORAH IS CLARITY
Mori v’rabi Harav Dovid Miller, shlita, 

pointed out that in fact, the Ramchal does 
incorporate Torah into the Mesillas Yesharim. 
There is one chapter before the Ramchal 
begins to delineate the middos from Rabbi 
Pinchas ben Yair. He opens with his well-
known line: “The foundation of chassidus 
and the root of service is for a person to have 
total clarity regarding his obligation in this 
world…” Torah provides guidance regarding 
exactly this question — what is a person’s 
obligation in this world, and how are they 
to accomplish it? In fact, the word “torah” 
itself indicates this: it means “to teach” or “to 
guide.”

4. This student adopted the same approach 
toward shalom bayis. I asked him when he was 
engaged if he had prepared for shalom bayis at 
all by learning the hashkafic underpinnings of 
marriage and the ideal relationship between 
a husband and wife; he answered that he had 
not, he had learned the halachos. Those are of 
course essential, but the “mitzvos ha’lev” must 
be prioritized as well.

The Gemara in Avodah Zarah divides 
human history into three periods.[5]5 The 
first two thousand years are “tohu va’vohu,” 
the next two thousand years are “Torah,” 
and the final two thousand years are the 
time of Mashiach. Doing the math, it turns 
out that the two millenia of Torah begin not 
with Kabbalas HaTorah, as one may have 
expected, but with Avraham being sent to 
Eretz Canaan: “Lech lecha mei’artzecha…” In 
what way is this Torah? Rav Miller explained 
by noting that until this point in the Torah, 
people are described as leaving places, not as 
being sent towards places. Avraham was the 
first person who was given a specific charge 
to go to a certain place. This is the essence 
of what Torah is: to clarify one’s destination 
in their mind, along with the steps needed 
to get to that place. In this way, the Ramchal 
opening Mesillas Yesharim by discussing “a 
person’s obligation in this world” is really a 
discussion of Torah, as it serves to give a per-
son clarity regarding the destination toward 
which they should be heading in life.

Chazal have described the power of hav-
ing clarity regarding one’s goals in life. They 
promised, “B’derech she’adam rotzeh leilech, 
bah molichin oso — Hashem brings a per-
son down the path that they truly wish to 
follow.”6 This applies not only to the general 
path of one’s life, but to she’ifos as well: if a 
person wants to become a talmid chacham of 
note, Hashem will make it happen. If a per-
son wants to become a renowned doctor or 
lawyer, He will bring them down that path.7 
The only two requirements are that the per-
son must truly want it, and they must genu-

5. 9a.
6. Makkos 10b.
7. Note, though, that there is no guarantee to 
receive kavod or wealth, too.
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inely work for it.
RAV VOSNER’S SHE’IFOS

Two stories about one individual drive 
home the impact of knowing what a person 
wants to become. Over the years, I have had 
the opportunity to spend significant time 
discussing communal and halachic issues 
with Harav Benzion Vosner, shlita, the son 
of famed posek Harav Shmuel Vosner, zt”l. A 
grandchild of Rav Shmuel Wosner’s was once 
helping his grandfather organize his seforim. 
Looking at an old sefer from when Rav 
Wosner was in yeshiva Europe, he noticed 
written on top, “Shmuel Halevi Vosner, rav 
of Lodz.” Confused, the grandchild brought 
the sefer to his grandfather, asking how he 
could have possibly been old enough to serve 
as the rav of Lodz when he was in Europe. 
Rav Vosner smiled and remarked, “You have 
caught me. When I was a talmid in Yeshivas 
Chachmei Lublin, what was considered to 
be the ultimate achievement in Torah was to 
become the rav of a city. I set my sights on 
Lodz, the largest city in Poland behind War-
saw, and as a reminder of my goal, I wrote 
this in one of my seforim at the time.” While 
Rav Vosner never became the rav of Lodz, 
he did become the rav of Bnei Brak and the 
posek for Chassidim across the world.

THE REBBE’S PROMISE
Another story only came to light a few 

decades ago from Harav Don Segal, shlita; 
not even Rav Vosner himself was aware of 
it. Rav Wosner’s mother did not grow up in 
a Chassidishe home. She was born in Austria 
and was blessed with an uncommonly 
beautiful voice — so beautiful that a famous 
opera company offered to hire her to come 
on tour with them. She desperately desired 
to accept the offer, but her parents felt that 
it was inappropriate. Her father brought her 

to meet with the rav of the city, Harav Shlo-
mo Baumgarten, who tried to convince her 
to give up the opportunity, but she was not 
convinced. He brought her to Harav Yitzchak 
Meir, zt”l, the Kapishnitzer Rebbe, who asked 
her why she wanted to sing with the opera. 
She honestly answered that she wanted the 
fame that came with such a position. The 
Kapishnitzer Rebbe nodded, understanding 
her, and declared: “Listen closely, my daugh-
ter. The dream of every Jewish woman is to 
have a child who will illuminate the world 
with his Torah. I promise you that if you 
turn down this offer, you will have a child 
who will light up the world with his piskei 
halachah.” Rav Vosner’s mother accepted the 
promise and turned down the opera.

When Rav Vosner first heard this story 
from Rav Don Segal, who came across the 
account while researching the histories of 
different Jewish communities in Europe, he 
shared that his mother never told him about 
that encounter. However, she would often 
encourage him to invest in his learning, say-
ing, “You can’t imagine what I sacrificed for 
you!”

Both stories illustrate the power of devel-
oping a clear understanding of one’s ulti-
mate goal. While it is true that we don’t have 
the promise of the Kapishnitzer Rebbe for 
ourselves, we have something even better: 
Chazal’s promise of B’derech she’adam rot-
zeh leilech, bah molichin oso. This clarity of 
purpose is the true meaning of Torah, which 
is why the Ramchal chose to open Mesillas 
Yesharim with “a person’s obligations in the 
world.” ■

Rabbi Chaim Eisenstein is Maggid Shiur at the 
RIETS Israel Kollel in Jerusalem and Rav of Beis 
Midrash Mevakshei Emes in Mishkafayim, Beit 
Shemesh.
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For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com
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TAMARA SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER DIRECTOR
THE ARK OF PRAYER

What does building a “Teivah” (תיבה) 
mean?

This week in Parashat Noach, we read 
about Noach, who is described as “a righ-
teous man, perfect in his generation” 
(Bereishit 6:9). Hashem commands Noach 
to “make for yourself a Teivah/Ark” (Bere-
ishit 6:14) because the world around him 
had become corrupt and was destined to 
be destroyed.

In Hebrew, the word for Ark, “Teivah” 
 can also mean “word.” The Baal ,(תיבה)
Shem Tov teaches that when Hashem 
tells Noach to “enter the Teivah,” we can 
understand this on another level to mean 
“enter the words”-the words of tefillah and 
prayer.

Noach’s rescue plan was not simply to 
enter the physical Teivah and sit and wait 
for the storm to pass. He was encouraged 
to enter the “words,” to call out to Him, 
and to recognise that Hashem is in con-
trol. This is a powerful message: when we 
face challenges, Hashem does not want 
us to feel alone or hopeless. Rather, diffi-
cult moments are an opportunity to turn 
towards Hashem, ask Him for help, and 
strengthen our connection with Him.

But this idea applies just as much when 
things are going well. When we experience 
happiness, success, and blessing, we should 

also turn to Hashem to say thank you. The 
good and difficult moments in our lives 
can both be opportunities to connect with 
Hashem. We may not always understand 
why things happen, but we can choose how 
we respond.

Sometimes, our “Teivah” is not a physi-
cal place of safety. It is our tefillah and the 
words that allow us to step away from the 
chaos around us, reconnect with Hashem, 
and remember that we are never truly 
alone.

Shabbat Shalom!

ZAHARA AGATSTEIN
9TH GRADE, JERUSALEM
FROM ARK TO ACTION

The Torah introduces Noach by saying: 
תֶאֶ הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים“ דֹֹרֹֹתָָיו  מִִים הָָיָָה ּבְּ יק ּתָּ  נֹֹחַַ אִִישׁ צַַּדִּ
 ,Noach was a righteous man“—”הִִתְְהַַלֶּּךְ נֹֹחַַ
perfect in his generations; Noach walked 
with God.”

Chazal famously contrast Noach with 
Avraham Avinu. Regarding Noach, the 
Torah says, “תא האלקים התהלך חנ”-“Noach 
walked with Hashem.” When it came to 
Avraham, however, Hashem says, “התהלך 
 Walk before Me and be“-”לנפי והיה מתים
perfect.”

The Shem MiShmuel explains that these 
represent two different types of avodah.

Noach’s greatness was one of preserva-
tion. He lived in a world that was spiritu-
ally collapsing, and his task was to prevent 
the corruption of the outside world from 

TORAH 4 TEENS BY TEENS
NCSY ISRAEL
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUMpenetrating him. This is what the תיבה, the 
Ark, represents: the creation of a protected 
spiritual environment in which kedushah 
can be preserved despite the destruction 
taking place outside.

This itself was an enormous accomplish-
ment. When everyone and everything 
surrounding a person has become cor-
rupt, simply remaining an איש דציק מתים 
is heroic.

Avraham Avinu, however, represents 
the next level. He does not merely protect 
himself from the world; he goes out and 
changes the world. Noach needs, so to 
speak, to walk with Hashem in order not 
to be swept away. Avraham is able to walk 
-and move forward, bringing Hash לנפי ה׳
em’s presence into places where it had not 
previously been recognised.

This gives added meaning to Hashem’s 
command to Noach after the Mabul that 
he should “בָָּתֵּה  ”.Leave the Ark“-”צֵֵא מִִן הַַ
The Teivah was essential, but one cannot 
remain inside the Teivah forever.

There are periods in life when our 
avodah must be “בא אל התיבה”-“Enter the 
Teivah.” We must protect our homes, our 
children, our values, and our kedushah 
from a culture capable of overwhelming 
them.

But ultimately, Hashem also commands, 
התיבה“ מן   Leave the Teivah.” The“-”אצ 
kedushah that was protected inside must 
now be brought outside. Judaism is not 
only about surviving the world; it is about 
elevating the world.

Sometimes serving Hashem means “Enter 
the Teivah,” and sometimes it means “Leave 
the Teivah.” The wisdom is knowing when 
to protect our kedushah and when to bring 
that kedushah out into the world. ■



S E E  T H E  F U L L  C O L L E C T I O N  O N L I N E :  W W W . Y A F I N E A R T . C O M

Looking For The 
Perfect Artwork?

THE MOST BREATHTAKING LANDSCAPE 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF ISRAEL

By Yehoshua Aryeh Stauber

VISIT THE Y.A. FINE ART GALLERY
D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  M a m i l l a  H o t e l

W H A T S A P P  /  C A L L

+972 2-509-2639

W A L K - I N  H O U R S  •  A P P O I N T M E N T S  W I T H  T H E  A R T I S T



OU ISRAEL 95

Rav Moshe Taragin [YHE '83] has been a Ram at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Gush Etzion
since 1994. He also currently teaches at the Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for
Women of Yeshivat Har Etzion in Migdal Oz in Gush Etzion. He has Semicha from
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, a BA in Computer Science from
Yeshiva College, and an MA in English Literature from City University. Rabbi
Taragin previously taught Talmud at Columbia University, lectured in Talmud and
Bible at Yeshiva University, and served as Assistant Rabbi at the Fifth Avenue
Synagogue. Rabbi Taragin has authored a Yom Ha’atzmaut Prayer book, authors a
weekly column for the Orthodox Union about Jewish history and redemption, and
has authored several books including "Reclaiming Redemption: Deciphering the
Maze of Jewish History". 

Four Cornerstones of Jewish Belief...
And How it Differs from 
Islamic Fundamentalism

An Evening with Rav Moshe Taragin

S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h

8 : 0 0 p m

5  K e h i l l a t  T s f a t
N e t a n y a

S N A C

The Tom Weisz z"l Memorial Program
לעילוי נשמת משה מאיר בן אברהם הכהן ורבקה רחל ז"ל

OF YESH IVAT  HAR  ETZ ION



Whether you live in New York, London, or 
Jerusalem, Jgive gives you a global way to 
support Israeli causes - tax-deductible, 
hassle-free, and fully Israeli.

Build a Strong Ark 
for Your Tzedaka

Scan for an appointment

The above should not be misconstrued as tax advice, legal advice, a recommendation, 
or an opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind 
or type, including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The 
above is not meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs, 
nor does it take the place of advice given by qualified professionals.



