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Parshas Noach begins ten generations 
after Creation, when we learn of a cor-
rupt world. The Torah tells us about 
one man and his family - Noach, Naama, 
Shem, Cham, Yafes and their wives - who 
remained untainted. Hashem tells Noach 
that He will bring a great deluge to destroy 
the world and humanity, and after the 
flood, we meet a broken and shattered 
Noach, trying to rebuild after destruction.

The parsha begins by introducing us to 
its hero:

דֹֹרֹֹתָָיו מִִים הָָיָָה ּבְּ יק ּתָּ  אֵֵלֶּּה תּוֹלְְדֹֹת נֹֹחַַ נֹֹחַַ אִִישׁ צַַּדִּ
תֶאֶ־הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים הִִתְְהַַלֶּּךְ־נֹֹחַַ  - These are the off-
spring of Noach: Noach was a righteous 
man, perfect in his generation; Noach 
walked with G-d (Bereishis 6:9).

At face value, the pasuk seems to be 
praising Noach highly, and yet, the Sages 
understand something deeper.

דֹֹּבְּרֹֹתָָיו  - "in his generation.” Why does the 
Torah qualify Noach's righteousness by 
tying it to his generation? Was he absolute-
ly righteous - or only by comparison?

Rashi records a famous dispute among 
Chazal. Some understand this word as 
praise: if Noach remained a tzaddik in a 
generation as corrupt as his own, then in 
a generation of righteous people he would 
have been even more righteous. Others 
read the very same word as a limitation: 
it was only relative to his wicked genera-
tion that Noach was considered righteous. 
Had he lived in the generation of Avraham 
Avinu, he would have been considered as 
“k’lum, nothing”.

The same one word: דֹּבְּרֹֹתָָֹיו  - "in his gener-
ation,” with two opposing opinions. What is 
the Torah teaching us?

Perhaps the Torah is telling us something 
profound about righteousness: how we 
measure the people around us and how we 
measure ourselves. 

If righteousness is only relative - "I'm 
doing fine compared to everyone else" - then 
we risk our behavior and actions collaps-
ing into complacency. We look around at a 
compromised world and may conclude that 
our own compromises are perfectly accept-
able, perhaps even better than acceptable! 
“Compared to everyone else around me, 
I’m doing great,” we may lead ourselves 
to believe. The yetzer hara needs no better 

The Measure of 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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argument than this.
However, there is a danger in the abso-

lute standard as well. If we measure our-
selves only against the greatest tzaddikim, 
against an ideal of perfection untouched 
by personal life circumstances, we then 
risk despair. We forget that Hashem judges 
each person within the reality of his own 
life - his challenges, his background, his 
generation, his own unique strengths and 
weaknesses. As Chazal teach: לפום צעאר 
 according to the effort is the reward - אגאר
(Pirkei Avos 5:23). The effort matters. The 
context matters. The individual matters.

The Torah, in its wisdom, holds both 
truths at once. Noach is called איש דציק 
 genuinely righteous and pure. And - מתים
yet the Torah will not let us forget דֹֹרֹֹתָָיו  - ּבְּ
that his righteousness was born in the very 
times in which he lived, against the current 
of those around him in his generation.

There is another nuance in the pasuk 
worth studying. The Torah does not say 
that Noach walked before G-d, but rath-
er that he walked with G-d: תֶאֶ־הָָאֱֱלֹקִִים  
 .הִִתְְהַַלֶּּךְ־נֹֹחַַ

Rashi explains: Avraham, of whom it is 
said "walk before Me" (Bereishis 17:1), drew 
strength from within his spiritual reserves 
and walked on his own. Noach walked with 
G-d - he needed Hashem's support to hold 
him up. 

From here we learn that even the tzaddik 
of his generation did not stand alone. He 
leaned on the very Hand of G-d that mea-
sured him. Perhaps that is why the Torah 
calls him מתים, pure - because he was pure 
and wholehearted and knew to Whom to 
turn when he was in need.

These lessons, from the personality of 
Noach, have powerful implications for 

how we see others. In the realm of chinuch, 
when we evaluate a child or a student, do 
we measure him against his siblings, class-
mates, or some abstract ideal? Or do we 
ask a deeper question: given his genera-
tion, his struggles, his starting point - is he 
walking, as best he can, with G-d? A child 
who works hard for every accomplishment 
may find greater success - for him, in his 
exact situation - than the one for whom 
everything comes easily.

The same is true in our interpersonal 
relationships. In shalom bayis, in friend-
ship, in community - we are, all too often, 
quick to judge others against an absolute 
standard while judging ourselves generous-
ly against our circumstances. 

The Torah subtly asks us to reverse that: 
to extend to others the understanding of 
context we grant ourselves, while hold-
ing ourselves to the higher standard we 
demand of others.

And in our own avodas Hashem, the 
message of Noach is both a chizuk and a 
demand. Chizuk, because Hashem certainly 
sees the generation we live in - its distrac-
tions, pressures, confusion, and challenges 
- and He measures our strivings according-
ly. Yet, demanding, because "everyone else 
is struggling too" can never be an excuse 
for standing still or our own complacency 
with self.

Noach built his teivah while everyone 
around him mocked him. He walked with 
G-d while the generation walked away 
from G-d. He did not wait for better com-
pany or easier times. He was righteous 
- in his generation, and therefore, for all 
generations.

May we merit to walk with Hashem and 
reach our individual potential, for the 
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generation and times in which we live. 
May we be honest about where we stand, 

generous in how we see others, and unwill-
ing to let the darkness around us hold us 
back from reaching our own potential as 
individuals, as Jews, and as ovdei Hashem.

בברכת בשורות טובות ושבת שולם. ■
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