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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

# Please see pages 50-55 for extensive halachot of Yom Kippur.

TN Please see pages 88-92 for extensive laws of Sukkah.

M Kaparot and Birchat HaBanim are said Erev Yom Kippur.

g Light a 24 hour candle before Yom Kippur to be used to light the flame of the Havdala candle.

§ Light Yizkor candles for loved ones before Yom Kippur and Shmini Atzeret.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim 6:05 7:17 6:02 7:14
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal) ~ 6:23 7:19 6:21 7:16
Beit Shemesh/RBS 6:24 7:18 6:21 7:15
Gush Etzion 6:21 7:17 6:19 7:14

6:22 7:18 6:20 7:16
Modiin/Chashmonaim 6:22 7:18 6:19 7:15
Netanya 6:22 7:18 6:20 7:16
Be'er Sheva 6:22 7:18 6:20 7:15
Rehovot 6:22 7:18 6:20 7:16
Petach Tikva 6:05 7:18 6:02 7:15
Ginot Shomron 6:21 7:17 6:19 7:15
Haifa / Zichron 6:12 7:18 6:09 7:15
Gush Shiloh 6:21 7:16 6:18 7:14
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 6:23 7:19 6:20 7:16
Givat Zeev 6:25 7:17 6:22 7:14
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 6:21 7:17 6:19 7:14
Ashkelon 6:23 7:19 6:21 7:17
Yad Binyamin 6:22 7:18 6:20 7:16
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 6:24 7:16 6:11 7:13
Golan 6:19 7:16 6:17 7:13
Nahariya/Maalot 6:11 7:18 6:08 7:15
Afula 6:21 7:17 6:18 7:14

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Ha'azinu - 7:57 PM | Yom Kippor - 7:54 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Shabbat Ha'azniu Daf Yomi: Chulin 142

*Light from a preexisting candle

Zmanim for Sukkot & Shmini Atzeret can be found on page 98
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Growing up, I had the tremendous zechut
of having all four of my grandparents with
me until I was already a father myself. That
is something I do not take for granted. I was
born in the 1970s, and because of the Holo-
caust, having all four grandparents was rare
among my friends.

One of the things my siblings and I would
discuss growing up was which grandparents’
house was more fun to visit: Grandma and
Grandpa’s, or Bubby and Zaidy’s? Bubby and
Zaidy used to buy us more toys, but Grandma
and Grandpa had a bigger basement to play
in. Bubby and Zaidy had sugary cereals, but
Grandma and Grandpa always had much bet-
ter cake, and they had a machine that made
malted milkshakes.

We loved them dearly, and they always
spoiled us.

That was a long time ago. My family made
aliyah when I was nine, and that put a stop to
the regular visits and comparisons, especially
after Bubby and Zaidy themselves made ali-
yah in 1989.

But there was one thing that I will always
remember from Grandma and Grandpa’s
Shabbat table in America. Many people have
the custom of having honey at the table for
Rosh Hashanah. Some continue from Rosh
Hashanah until Simchat Torah; everybody has
their own custom. My grandfather had hon-
ey with his challah every Shabbat, whether it
was the High Holiday season or not. He would
show you how much he loved you by putting
an ample amount of it on your challah.

It was always a very cute thing between

us and Grandpa, getting that honey. While
my family does not have honey every Shab-
bat, we do continue the custom from Rosh
Hashanah until Simchat Torah. We do it so
that the beginning of the year, all the way
until we complete the reading of the Torah in
shul, should be a sweet time, and that, b’ezrat
Hashem, HaKadosh Baruch Hu should give us
a year full of sweetness and good things.

This issue of Torah Tidbits takes us through
Shabbat Shuva, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. Pre-
paring such a large issue in advance takes real
effort, and the Torah Tidbits team is working
around the clock to get it to the printers in
time for the holidays, all while preparing
themselves and their own families for the
chagim. For myself, I struggle to write about
themes that carry over so many different
days. My wife quips that I need not worry
about writing so far in advance, since we
know the Beit HaMikdash will be built by the
time Simchat Torah comes around, and then
all of our writing will be out of date anyway.

Nevertheless, when I think about this time
of year, my mind often goes to Grandpa’s hon-
ey and challah. There is something that con-
nects Shabbat Shuva, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot,
and there is a good reason why we refer to
these few weeks together as “the chagim.”

It is not just because we continue to say
“Le’David Hashem Ori ve’Yishi” (Tehillim
27) from Rosh Chodesh Elul all the way until
Hoshana Rabbabh. It is not just because of the
tradition that while HaKadosh Baruch Hu seals
the judgment of our fate on Yom Kippur, the
letter is metaphorically “sent off” on Hoshana
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Rabbah. And it is not just because our love of

Torah is so strong that we dance and sing on
Simchat Torah upon completing the Torah.
These are all beautiful connections, but I think
there is something more.
This year, my team and
I created a special Rosh
Hashanah video message in
which I wish everybody a
shanah tovah. In the video,
I am standing somewhere
very special: in the beautiful
yishuv of Tekoa. There is an
agricultural area there where
different families from the
yishuv acquired pieces of
land, away from their homes,
to develop and cultivate.
Nina Broder, our Director
of Social Media, took me to
meet two wonderful Jews,
Yehudah Honickman and
Shmaya Dovid Honickman,
who decided that on their
land, in addition to growing
beautiful fruit trees of the
Seven Species, including
pomegranates, olives, and
figs, they would also keep
bees and produce honey.
While this was not the
first time I had seen how
honey is made, it was the
first time I had been so
close to the bees without a
window between us. I saw
how the hive was organized, with the queen
kept in the lower section and the worker bees
moving through the hive, each carrying out its
role. Some were gathering nectar and pollen,
while others were working inside the hive,

o

all contributing to the production of delicious
honey.

It was especially meaningful to meet the two
Honickman brothers because I remember their
grandfather, Tzvi Honickman,
from Shilo. He and his wife,
may she live until 120 in good
health, lived in Shilo at a time
when there were not many
Anglo families there. I had
the privilege of spending time
with Tzvi in the yeshiva in
" Shilo, when he used to come
and learn with us. But more
than that, he would constantly
invite us for Shabbat meals
and even Rosh Hashanah
meals. I still remember those
meals very fondly, the singing,
the Torah, the warmth and the

delicious food.

I was very saddened to
hear that he had passed
away about a year ago, but
I was so happy to see his
grandchildren working the
land, living in Tekoa, and
building their families in
such a beautiful way in the
Land of Israel.

While we were filming the
video, I felt like I had Grand-
pa with me, along with the
values he taught me. The
bees and the honey brought
back those memories. But

more than that, Grandpa’s involvement in
the Jewish community, and his dedication to
helping build it, was what he was all about. He
used to blow shofar on Rosh Hashanah at the
Young Israel of Flatbush. He would walk from

OU ISRAELS5



his house, which was not particularly close to
the shul, in order to blow shofar, and he did it
with great expertise.

Standing there in Tekoa, watching thou-
sands of bees each doing their small part to
create this delicious honey, produced in Eretz
Yisrael, in the mountains of Yehudah, remind-
ed me of something beautiful. It takes all of
Klal Yisrael to create the sweetness that we
have in this land.

Each and every one of us has our favorite
mitzvah, our favorite tzedakah, our favorite
way of doing hachnasat orchim. But what I
saw in the honey-making process was that
it cannot be accomplished by one bee alone.
Every bee has its role, and together they cre-
ate something that none of them could pro-
duce independently.

So too with Klal Yisrael. We are a nation in
which each person takes upon themselves dif-
ferent mitzvot, different responsibilities, and
different ways of contributing to the Jewish
people.

Ilook at the OU Israel team, constantly
working with so many different age groups
and communities. Whether it is our Teen
Centers working with teens at risk across the
country, one teenager at a time, NCSY work-
ing with olim teenagers, programs helping
English-speaking olim who have just made
aliyah, mother-daughter programming for
English speakers in Israel, our Women’s Divi-
sion, Torah Initiatives, or Torah Tidbits, there
is so much going on here.

We have a team of almost 500 staff mem-
bers, each working tirelessly in their own area.
Could any one of them say that all of this is hap-
pening because of them? No. But could they all
say together, “Wow, look at what we are accom-
plishing as a team”? The answer is yes.

And that is the beauty of Klal Yisrael. We

are all working hard, each in our own way, to
bring Mashiach, to build the Beit HaMikdash,
and to bring the Jewish people to a much
sweeter place. Not every person has the same
role, and not every contribution looks the
same. But when we bring our efforts together,
the result is something far greater than any
one of us could accomplish alone.

That, to me, is the message of the honey.
Sweetness does not come from one enormous
act. It comes from thousands of small acts,
each one contributing to something greater.
One more mitzvah, one more act of chesed,
one more person helped, one more moment
of Torah, and together they create a sweetness
that can be felt throughout Klal Yisrael.

B’ezrat Hashem, as we enter the new year,
may we each find our own way to add to that
sweetness. May we see Klal Yisrael blessed
with a year full of endless miracles, endless
achdut, endless Torah, endless peace, and
endless health.

I want to take this opportunity to wish
each and every one of our loyal Torah Tidbits
readers all the berachot in the world, and to
thank you for all of your support. We know
that “teshuvah w’tefillah w’tzedakah ma’avirin
et ro’a hagezerah, ” that repentance, prayer,
and charity remove the evil of the decree.

I ask you to please help us by contribut-
ing to our valuable programs here in Israel,
because we cannot do it without your support.
Your generosity allows our staff to continue
reaching teens who need guidance, helping
olim build their lives in Israel, strengthening
families, and bringing Torah and community
to Jews across the country. Every contribution
becomes part of something greater, and togeth-
er, b’ezrat Hashem, we can continue making
the Jewish people in the Land of Israel stronger
and stronger every single day.
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May the sweetness we bring to our own
Shabbat and holiday tables extend far
beyond our homes, into our communities and
throughout Klal Yisrael.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, a meaningful Yom Kippur, and a
very, veryr_gz_a_ppy and uplifting Sukkot,

%f’
Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT HA'AZINU

Ha’azinu is the second to last parsha in the
Torah. It is one chapter of 52 verses, making it
one of the shortest parshiot in the Torah.

All but 8 verses consist of the song of Ha’az-
inu. The song is written in the Torah in the
form of a poem with 2 parallel columns. The
Torah itself calls it Hashira Hazot, this song;
5 times in last week’s parsha and one time
again this week.

The poem of Ha’azinu was the song the
Leviim sang in the Beit Hamikdash during
the Mussaf offering on Shabbat. We know the
Leviim sang a psalm from Tehilim as the Shir
Shel Yom - the daily song, sung accompanying
the morning daily offering. They also sang a
song during Mussaf of Shabbat and that song
is Ha’azinu.

But they did not sing the entire song each
week. Ha’azinu was divided into 6 sections
— exactly the way we divide the aliyot. One
section was read per week, the entire song
in 6 weeks. Perhaps it was spread out over
6 weeks to express its theme, Jewish history.
Jewish history spans millennia, hence it is

MmNl nryo

y PR N2 N0 DTINY

Sonia Rottenberg a"n
On her 9" yahrzeit, 17 Tishrei

Mark & Livia Rottenberg
Shopsy & Miriam Kanarek

sung over 6 weeks in the Temple.

W 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 32:1-6)
K" Listen heavens, listen earth. G-d

is Just, Faithful. I will call in the
name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our
G-d.

The song is a rhythmic poem of couplets, or
at least begins that way. These 6 verses are the
introduction. What we are saying in this song
is cosmic — give ear, heavens and earth. He is
Great and Just. We, his children, are twisted.

‘(“ 2ND ALIYA (32:7-12)
K’) Remember those days. While

nations were arranged, you, Jew-
ish people became His lot. He found you, the
apple of His eye. Spread His wings over you.
He Himself cares for us.

These 6 verses introduce the dawn of Jew-
ish history. These are tender, wistful remem-
brances. This capsule of Jewish history and
how G-d relates to us must begin with ten-
derness. This aliya is a smile, a description of
those carefree days of faithfulness.

"/" 3RD ALIYA (32:13-18)
'/k\O} He placed you in the heart of the

Land, fed you honey, olive oil, but-
ter, with livestock aplenty and wine. Yeshurun
got fat and kicked. Left Him and sought others
— demons, new powers and forgot Him.

The song is written in the Torah in 2 parallel
columns. All the verses in the song are cou-
plets; either one line of two phrases or 2 lines
of 2 phrases. One couplet is in one column, the
second in the second column.

Hence every verse so far has ended at the
end of the column. Except this verse. The
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verse of Yeshurun getting fat, verse 14. It has
5 phrases. Too many. It ends not at the end
of the column but now in the middle of the
column.

Things start to go awry. The verses no longer
end symmetrically, at the end of the second
column. Now they begin to end in the first col-
umn, in the middle of the line, off balance. The
song is off kilter now. The plenty in the land
turned us fat. And rebellious. And off kilter.

It is a beautiful poetic tool - the fat of the
Land is a verse of 5 phrases (the only verse
not of 2 or 4 phrases), too many phrases, too
much consumption, too much good.

Leave Him? Forget Him? Look to demons
and other powers? This is not your forefa-
ther’s beliefs.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (32:19-28)
K" I will hide my Face from them
and see what happens then. They
angered Me. I will send aggressors to anger
them. My anger burns. I will take it out on the
Land. I will scatter them, with no trace of their
memory. They won’t even understand that I
am behind this, for they lack all insight.

The rebellion against G-d is met with Divine
anger. But the people don’t even get it, they
can’t understand it. G-d’s Ways are beyond
them.

And in another poetic flair, the song switch-
es from Moshe’s voice to G-d’s voice. Moshe
no longer describes Him. G-d speaks now in
the first person. Moshe can’t describe G-d’s
Ways, G-d hiding his Face, for no man can
understand His ways; G-d needs to describe
the hiding of His Face Himself.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (32:29-39)
k\o‘ Oh, would the people understand

the consequences. One could not
pursue 1, 000 nor 2 pursue 10, 000 were it not
for our G-d. The oppressors drink the bitter
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vintages of Sodom and Gemorrah. G-d will
eventually relent of this abandonment of His
people, while the nations have none to their
rescue. I am the One who gives life and takes
it; none escapes My hand.

The myopia of the people, their inability to
see the Divine in their successes is frustrating
and disappointing.

The subject switches then from the Jewish
people to the oppressors. While we have been
disappointing, we have an end of reconcilia-
tion. But when it comes to the other nations
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On his third yahrzeit

Dedicated by his wife
Malka Greenhaus and daughters
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and their evil and rebelliousness, Moshe cedes

the floor back to G-d. It is not for us to speak

of the justice due others. The oppressors have

none to turn to.

‘}‘ 6TH ALIYA (32:40-43)

K" Arrows of blood, a flesh consum-
: ing sword, the payment of the ene-

my. Sing nations of His people, for in the end

there is retribution and the Land atones for

His people.

3 verses are in the first person with G-d
speaking of ultimate justice, vengeance
against My enemies, those that hate Me. This
aliya is not for the faint of heart. The oppres-
sors get their due and it is not pretty.

Divine justice, reward and yes, punishment
is part of the order of the world. We don’t
delight in His meting out justice. Though we
acknowledge that justice, Divine justice is to
be part of the end of days.

But the song does not end with the retri-
bution. It ends with all peoples singing — a

In loving memory of our beloved
dear Father, Saba and Saba Rabba

MARK DEROVAN 11

571 10120 AWN NTIN? 1A 227N
On his 40™ yahrzeit, Tishrei 13

Together with our mother, our father
created a warm, loving, Orthodox,
Zionist family environment.

His wisdom and his Torah values
had a great impact on
his children and grandchildren.

Loved by all, especially his family
David & Linda Derovan and family
Daniel 7’1 & Michal Dvir
and family
Norman & Wendy Derovan
and family

universal end of days.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (32:44-52)
R4 : Moshe brings this song, togeth-
k\" g 8, 108

er with Yehoshua to the people.
He instructs them to take it to heart and to
command it to their children. It is not empty
words but rather it is your life. Then Moshe
is told to ascend Har Navo where he is to die.

The emphasis on this song is crucial, some-
thing to take to heart, to command our chil-
dren is curious. Why is a song about history,
our future history, a history of rejection of G-d
and exile, of Hiding His Face, why is this song
Moshe’s sendoff? And why is it a song? A song
celebrates or is expressive; why is history told
as asong?

Perhaps this song is a foil. Moshe has
emphasized one theme repeatedly. Our histo-
ry is different. It is a history entangled with
the covenant. When we are loyal, we are
blessed by Him. When not loyal, we lose the
right to that blessing. And even worse, exiled
and oppressed.

Perhaps Moshe wants to temper that view
of history with a foil. Please know, he says,
that it is not as simple as that. The Divine
managing of our history is complicated. Our
history is like a poem. It is woven of strands,
complex, mixtures of loyalty and rebellion.
He Knows how He Manages it. But for us, it
is like a poem that carries secrets, embedded
secrets. Opaque, misty, obscure. Interpreting
history in a definitive manner, with certainty,
understanding G-d’s Ways definitively is folly.
Not for Him. He Guides history. But with our
eyes, clarity is elusive.

While our history has a Divine Hand, we
should not be facile to think we can detect the
moments of Divine Favour or Disfavour. We
need suffice with the principles, ceding the full
knowledge of His Ways to Him. Like a poem. B
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It was advertised as one symposium at a
major psychology conference. It was to be
a discussion about memory and forgetful-
ness. But it turned out to be one of the most
intense and instructive days that I have ever
witnessed.

The first speaker began by insisting that
the fact that we remember things is obvi-
ous. What requires explanation, he argued,
is why we forget. We are hardwired to recall
every event that occurs in our lives. The
mechanisms of forgetfulness are a mystery
and call for a program of scientific research.

The second speaker took a position dia-
metrically opposed to the first. He believed
that it is only natural that we forget. It is one

May the Torah learning
in this issue of Torah Tidbits
be y”y5 my beloved sister
on her 10" Yartzeit - *swn v

HANNAH BRAUN a7h
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v I DN

Miss you
Judy Wasserman
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

of nature's wonders, he maintained, that we
remember anything at all.

The third speaker took a middle of the
road position. For him, the major challenge
to the science of the psychology of memo-
ry was not why we remember. Or why we
forget. Rather, it was why we remember
certain things and forget others. And why
we distort even those matters which we do
remember, so that our memories are grossly
inaccurate and unreliable.

It is the position of this third speaker
that has kept my interest over the many
years since that conference. And it was just
recently, as we commemorated the tragic
events of September 11, 2001, that my inter-
est in this subject was revived.

Very many of my acquaintances were on
or near the scene of the collapsed World
Trade Center Towers on that fateful day. To
this day, some have clear recollections of
every moment of their experiences. Others
claim that they only remember certain vivid
episodes, fleeting ones, and can only draw a
blank when it comes to the majority of the
time they were exposed to the tragic scene.

Some have memories which are as accu-
rate and as clear as the "flashbulb memories"”
that psychologists have studied as far back as
World War II. For others, the memories have
been partially, and sometimes substantially,
repressed and can no longer be recalled.
Their powerful and poignant emotional reac-
tions have wrought havoc with the ability to
accurately remember the events of that day.

Remembering and forgetting are major
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themes in our Jewish religious tradition. We
are commanded, for example, to remember
the Sabbath, to remember the lessons to be
drawn from the life of Miriam, and not to
forget the enmity of Amalek. In this week's
Torah portion, Parshat Ha'azinu, there are
at least two verses which relate to these
themes. One reads, "Remember the days
of yore, understand the years of genera-
tion after generation." (Deuteronomy 32:7)
and the other states, "You ignored the Rock
who gave birth to you, and forgot God who
brought you forth." (Ibid. 32:18)

I have always been intrigued by the notion
of forgetting God. Earlier in the book of Deu-
teronomy, we were admonished to be care-
ful, lest "our hearts become haughty, and we
forget the Lord our God." (Deuteronomy 8:14)
I can understand agnostic disbelief, and I can
empathize with those who have lost their
faith, but I have always found it puzzling
to contemplate forgetting God. Either one
believes, or one does not believe, but how are
we to understand forgetting Him?

Many years ago, I came across the writ-
ings of a psychologist named Robert Desoil-
le, and it was in those writings that I've dis-
covered a concept that helped me come to
grips with the notion of forgetting God.

Desoille coined the phrase "the repression
of the sublime." He argued that we have long
been familiar with the idea that we repress
urges and memories that are uncomfortable
or unpleasant. We repress memories of trag-
edy, we repress impulses which are shame-
ful, or forbidden. It can even be argued that
this power of repression is a beneficial one to
individuals and society. If individuals would
not be able to forget tragedy and loss, they
could potentially be forever emotionally
paralyzed and unable to move on with their

lives. A society whose members act on every
hostile impulse, rather than repressing them
would be a society which could not endure
for verylong.

It was Desoille's insight that just as we
repress negative memories, we also repress
positive aspirations. We are afraid to excel.
There is a pernicious aspect to us that fears
superiority and avoids the full expression of
our potential. This is especially true in the
area of religion and spirituality, where we
dare not express the full force of our faith
and, in the process, limit our altruistic ten-
dencies. Perhaps it is the dread of coming
too close to the divine. Perhaps it is a false
humility that prevents us from asserting our
inner spirit. Or perhaps it is simply that we
do not wish to appear "holier than thou" to
our fellows.

However one understands the reasons
for this phenomenon, for me, the concept
of "repression of the sublime" explains the
notion of forgetting God. It is as if we have
faith in Him, do not have sufficient faith in
ourselves to express our faith in him in our
relationships and life circumstances. We
repress our sublime potential.

This week, we do not only read the Torah
portion of Ha'azinu. We also read, as the
Haftarah, the words of the prophet (Hosea
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14:2--10) which begin, "Shuva Yisrael...
Return O Israel to the Lord your God for you
have stumbled through your iniquity. Take
words with you and return to God..." After
all, it is the Sabbath between Rosh Hasha-
nah, the Jewish New Year, and Yom Kippur,
the Day of Atonement. What better theme for
the day than the theme of shuva, of return?

There are many impediments to thor-
ough personal change and self-improve-
ment. Desoille demands that we consider
an impediment that never before occurred
to us: we are afraid to actualize the inner
spiritual potential that we all possess. We
are naturally complacent, satisfied with a
limited expression of our religious urges.
We repress the sublime within us.

As we approach the High Holidays and its
truly sublime liturgy, it behooves us to allow
our spiritual emotions full range. We must

dare to express the religious feelings which
well up within us during the moments of
inspiration that we all will surely experi-
ence during this sacred season.

Now is the season during which our faith
demands that we loosen the bonds of the
repression which limits us, take the risks
of more fully expressing our religious con-
victions, and thereby no longer be guilty of
"forgetting the God who brought us forth."

May we be successful in our efforts to free
the sublime within us, to act courageously
upon our religious convictions, and there-
by merit the blessings of the Almighty for a
happy and sweet new year.
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi nYy%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mMnwl n»yH
17V 907 PNY’ N2 YN 279 PR 12 IRV N7V TR TIT HRIW N2 DT WK 2Py’ 12 ONID

Let My Teaching Drop as Rain

In the glorious song with which Moses
addresses the congregation, he invites the
people to think of the Torah — their covenant
with God - as if it were like the rain that
waters the ground so that it brings forth its
produce:

Let my teaching drop as rain,

Let my words fall like dew,

Like gentle rain on tender plants,

Like showers upon the grasses. (Deut. 32:2)

God’s word is like rain in a dry land. It
brings life. It makes things grow. There is
much we can do of our own accord: we can
plough the earth and plant the seeds. But in
the end our success depends on something

May the learning in this
Torah Tidbits be a merit for

Meni’s beloved mother

Yiska Leah Koslowsky a”h
On her Yahrzeit, 12 Tishrei

And Sandy’s beloved father

Naftali Lieman 2”1
On his Yahrzeit, 12 Tishrei

Koslowsky and Lieman families

beyond our control. If no rain falls, there will
be no harvest, whatever preparations we
make. So it is with Israel. It must never be
tempted into the hubris of saying:

“My power, the strength of my own hand,
has brought me this great wealth.” (Deut. 8:17)

The Sages, however, sensed something
more in the analogy. This is how Sifrei (a
compendium of commentaries on Numbers
and Deuteronomy dating back to the Mishnaic
period) puts it:

Let my teaching drop as rain: Just as the
rain is one thing, yet it falls on trees, enabling
each to produce tasty fruit according to the
kind of tree it is — the vine in its way, the
olive tree in its way, and the date palm in
its way — so the Torah is one, yet its words
yield Scripture, Mishnah, laws, and lore.
Like showers upon the grass: Just as showers
fall upon plants and make them grow, some
green, some red, some black, some white, so
the words of Torah produce teachers, wor-
thy individuals, Sages, the righteous, and the
pious.!

There is only one Torah, yet it has multi-
ple effects. It gives rise to different kinds of

1. Sifrei, Ha’azinu 306.
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teaching, different sorts of virtue. Torah is
sometimes seen by its critics as overly pre-
scriptive, as if it sought to make everyone the
same. The Midrash argues otherwise. The
Torah is compared to rain precisely to empha-
sise that its most important effect is to make
each of us grow into what we could become.
We are not all the same, nor does Torah seek
uniformity. As a famous Mishnah puts it:

“When a human being makes many coins
from the same mint, they are all the same.
God makes everyone in the same image — His
image - yet none is the same as another.”
(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5)

This emphasis on difference is a recurring
theme in Judaism. For example, when Moses
asks God to appoint his successor, he uses an
unusual phrase: “May the Lord, God of the
spirits of all humankind, appoint a man over
the community” (Num. 27:16). On this, Rashi
comments:

Why is this expression (“God of the spirits
of all humankind”) used? [Moses] said to Him:
Lord of the universe, You know each person’s
character, and that no two people are alike.
Therefore, appoint a leader for them who will
bear with each person according to his or her
disposition.

One of the fundamental requirements of a
leader in Judaism is that he or she is able to
respect the differences between human beings.
This is a point emphasised by Maimonides in
Guide for the Perplexed:

Man is, as you know, the highest form in
creation, and he therefore includes the largest
number of constituent elements. This is why
the human race contains so great a variety
of individuals that we cannot discover two
persons exactly alike in any moral quality or
in external appearance... This great variety
and the necessity of social life are essential

/ S
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elements in man’s nature. But the well-be-
ing of society demands that there should be
aleader able to regulate the actions of man.
He must complete every shortcoming, remove
every excess, and prescribe for the conduct of
all, so that the natural variety should be coun-
terbalanced by the uniformity of legislation,
so that social order may be well established.?
The political problem as Maimonides sees it
is how to regulate the affairs of human beings
in such a way as to respect their individual-
ity while not creating chaos. A similar point
emerges from a surprising rabbinic teaching:
“Our Rabbis taught: If one sees a crowd of
Israelites, one says: Blessed be He who dis-
cerns secrets — because the mind of each is dif-
ferent from that of another, just as the face of
each is different from another.” (Brachot 58a)
We would have expected a blessing over a

2. Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, I11:40.

crowd to emphasise its size, its mass: human
beings in their collectivity.® A crowd is a group
large enough for the individuality of the faces
to be lost. Yet the blessing stresses the opposite
- that each member of a crowd is still an indi-
vidual with distinctive thoughts, hopes, fears,
and aspirations.

The same was true for the relationship
between the Sages. A Mishnah states:

When Rabbi Meir died, the composers of
fables ceased. When ben Azzai died, assiduous
students ceased. When ben Zoma died, the
expositors ceased... When Rabbi Akiva died,
the honour of the Torah ceased. When Rabbi
Chanina ben Dosa died, men of deed ceased.
When Rabbi Yose Ketanta died, the pious men
ceased... When Rabban Yochanan bar Zakai
died, the lustre of wisdom ceased.... When Rab-
ban Gamliel the Elder died, humility, purity,
and the fear of sin ceased. (Mishnah Sotah 9:15)

There was no single template of the Sage.
Each had his own distinctive merits, his
unique contribution to the collective heritage.
In this respect, the Sages were merely continu-
ing the tradition of the Torah itself. There is
no single role-model of the religious hero or
heroine in Tanach. The patriarchs and matri-
archs each had their own unmistakable char-
acter. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam each emerge
as different personality types. Kings, priests,
and prophets had different roles to play in
Israelite society. Even among the prophets,
“No two prophesy in the same style, ” said the
Sages (Sanhedrin 89a). Elijah was zealous, Eli-
sha gentle. Hosea spoke of love, Amos spoke of
justice. Isaiah’s visions were simpler and less
opaque than those of Ezekiel.

The same applies even to the Revelation at
Sinai itself. Each individual heard, in the same

3. See Elias Canetti, Crowds and Power
(Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1973).
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words, a different inflection:

The voice of the Lord is with power (Ps.
29:4): that is, according to the power of each
individual, the young, the old, and the very
small ones, each according to their power [of
understanding]. God said to Israel, “Do not
believe that there are many gods in heaven
because you heard many voices. Know that I
alone am the Lord your God.”™

According to Maharsha, there are 600, 000
interpretations of Torah. Each individual is
theoretically capable of a unique insight into
its meaning. The French philosopher Emman-
uel Levinas commented:

The Revelation has a particular way of pro-
ducing meaning, which lies in its calling upon
the unique within me. It is as if a multiplicity
of persons... were the condition for the plen-
itude of “absolute truth, ” as if each person,
by virtue of his own uniqueness, were able to
guarantee the revelation of one unique aspect
of the truth, so that some of its facets would
never have been revealed if certain people
had been absent from mankind. (Emmanuel
Levinas, ‘Revelation in the Jewish Tradition, ”
in The Levinas Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2001), pp. 190-210.)

Judaism, in short, emphasises the other
side of the maxim E pluribus unum (“Out of
the many, one”). For Judaism says: “Out of the
One, many.”

The miracle of creation is that unity in heav-
en produces diversity on earth. Torah is the
rain that feeds this diversity, allowing each of
us to become what only we can be. m

4. Exodus Rabbah 29:1.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Hag sameach
from Noam Homes!

300 Sqm~buildable I 131 Sgm Plot
Approved permit for a 4-story villa
and with elevator, garden & balcony.
19,850,000

# NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM
100 Sqm built | 180 Sqm plot
House facing Gan Sacker, rented unit,
and 240 sgm expansion rights.
r 10,850,000

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM

2BR| 75 sqm | 2.5 floors
Beautiful 2-Bedroom apartment, Bright,
private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies.
rl 4,850,000

TAMAR, EFRAT

5BR 200 sqm | SEMI-DETACHED
Spacious & bright family home with
garden. Attic, 3 exposures, parking

m 5,900,000

ZAYIT, EFRAT

4BR| 168 sqm
Duplex Penthouse with panoramic views
& large balconies. 3 exposures, parking.

m 3,750,000

ELAZAR, GUSH ETZION
5 BR | Approx. 240 sqm
Bright corner cottage, garden, attic, 2
master suites, parking and Sukah balcony

w 5,000,000

(®) +972 52-587-8788

@ office@noamhomes.com
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DRAWER
“ISN'TAVAULT.

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.

IFIT'S IP ANT -
AT HOMI

IT SHOU BE

'ATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

) 24/7

International /T
I security

/ standards

Personal
service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
WITH THIS AD THRU SEPTEMBER

-

f",,,
[ e 3

d 36 Ext.2

www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building,
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv

MARRIAGE
COACHING

Stronger Connection.
Better Communication,
A Happier You, Together.

Personalized coaching to
help you and your spouse
reconnect, communicate
and build the marriage
you both want.

ON Z00M
‘ from the.comiort
of your bame
CALL OR WHATSAPP TODAY

054 209 2109 Mﬂld b,/,.r

Tl & MARPIAGE COACK

IHNVEST IN

YOUR MARRIAGE

INVEST IN YOUR
FUTURE

I'm Janet Arbiv, 78, a grandmother of four. | live
with chronic kidney failure and need dialy

three times a week. A kidney donation is my only

way back to life. Can you help?

WHO CAN DONATE
Men aver the age of 27
Women whao have finished having children

TALK TO JANET'S CHILDREN

OR VIA MATNAT CHAIM

kilya.org.il/personaltranplat/jant-arbiv

Scan for full info

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE
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UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED

Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC IN
MODIIN
ELITEMED

SPECIALIZING

« Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

@ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

¢ Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181 EliteMed

Dr. Michael E. Portman

CLINICAL
PSYCHOLOGIST

*  Cognitive-Behavioral Therapist
*  Highly experienced and empathic dlinician

*  Specidlizing in the treatment
of Anxiety disorders
(i.e. Generalized anxiety disorder,
Social anxiety disorder, OCD,
Panic disorder and Phobias)

*  Adept at treating Depression,
other Mood disorders, Interpersonal
challenges and Severe mental illness

*  Conducts Individual and
Marital/couples therapy

e Works with Adolescents,
Adults and Older Adults

meport18@gmail.com
'4-7986 (Israeli) 201-321-4334 (whatsapp)
1-389-5999 (USA no. in Israel)

NAFTALI HAMMER

REAL ESTATE AGENT AND PROPERTY MANAGER

 BUY * SELL * RENT * MANAGE
HASHMONAIM * JERUSALEM * MODI'IN * NETANYA

Talbiye Beautiful 4-rm,115sgm Apt.
3.5 baths, 23 sgm balcony-
approx 12 sgm Sukkah.
Parking + storage.

Move-In Ready!

V8.9M

0%

New Construction:
Katamon ,_ 1, oot 136 sgm.
3.5 baths, 44 sgm Sukkah
‘mﬁ balcony. Parking + storage.
20/80 deal
W7.8M

New Construction:

4-rm garden apt. - 118 sgm.
2.5 baths, 70 sgm garden.
2 PKG spots + storage.
20/80 deal.

n7.9M

New Construction:

3-rm apt. - 82 sgm, 2 baths,
9.5 sgm Sukkah. Parking +
storage. 15% now/85% at end.
W3.42M

New Construction:

7-room duplex PH apt. 197 sgm,
plus 44 sgm Sukkah Balcony.
w12.1M

Spacious New Apartment

5- room 139 sgm apt with
ocean view. 2.5 baths, 15 sgm
balcony. New construction: a/c
2 PKG spots, storage &gym
V8500/month

Semi-Attached House

Spacious - approx 240 sgm. 7-rm,
5 bdrms, 4 full baths. Large deck
w/sukkah, 2 PKG, safe room +
storage. Porch w/view.

V4.490M
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Ad” or “Eid”?

Ha’azinu hashamayim va’adabeira,
v’tishma ha’aretz imrei fee”.

This week’s parasha begins with Moshe
Rabbainu calling on heaven and earth to wit-
ness (and testify to) the truth of the words he
will recite during this “Shirat Moshe”, ‘song’ of
Moshe. These opening words e
echo that which Moshe said at
the closing of the last parasha
(perek 31), that this song will
serve as a witness of the inev-
itable punishments that would
befall them were they to aban-
don Hashem. Interestingly, at
the end of parashat Nitzavim
(perek 30), Moshe again calls
upon heaven and earth to
stand as witnesses to his plea
to Israel to choose good and life
over, ch”v, evil and death.

I chose to begin this explanation of the
Shabbat Shuva haftarah by discussing the
parasha because the pesiqta (a collection
of midrashim on the Torah and the haftarot,

In Loving Memory of

Doris Krauthamer a7h
on her 5™ yahrzeit

Much loved mother, grandmother
and great grandmother

We miss you so much

Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”]

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

composed around 845 CE), makes a puz-
zling comment about the opening pasuk of
the haftarah. The pasuk from Sefer Hoshea
states: “Shuva Yisra’el AD Hashem E’loke-
cha, ” that Israel should return to Hashem,
while the P’siqta argues that the pasuk
should properly be read as “Shuva Yisra’el
EID Hashem E’lokecha, ” - that Hashem is a
witness for Israel!!

HaRav Soloveitchik, in one of his essays

i (found in “On Repentance”),
sees this somewhat curious
statement of the P’siqta as a
support to the view of the Ram-
bam. Maimonides declares
(Hilchot Teshuva 2;2) that true
repentance is achieved when
the sinner resolves in his heart
never again to repeat the sin,
and He who knows all that is
hidden can indeed testify that
this person will never again
repeat that sin.

The Rav is quite troubled by this comment.
Is it not a condition that the remorseful sin-
ner will find almost impossible to fulfill?
How can this be the demand of G-d on one
who sincerely desires to do teshuva? And, if
Hashem will testify that the sinner will never
again sin-then what happens to the person’s
freedom to choose how to act?

Rav Soloveitchik, therefore, turns to the
Lechem Mishneh’s explanation of the Ram-
bam’s words. The term “ya’id” that is used
does not mean that G-d will testify that the
sinner will never again sin throughout his
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life. Rather, the word ya’id can also be under-
stood to mean to designate one as a witness,
something Moshe Rabbeinu himself does
at the end of the last parasha when he calls
upon heaven and earth to be witnesses, to
testify for Israel in the future. The Rambam’s
meaning, therefore, is that the sinner himself
designated Hashem to witness how sincere
and whole-hearted is his intention to repent
and not to sin.

During this time of year, we stand before
Hashem hoping to be granted a positive and
successful future. Indeed, we did the same
last year, as well. And yet, for many of us -
and perhaps for most of the Jewish world -
this past year was not what we had wished
it would be. And, as a result, we approach
the unknown future hardly knowing what
prayers might be most effective and how to
G-d to best reach out to Hashem.

For this reason. I would suggest that we
heed the opening words of our haftarah and
realize that... “Shuva Yisra’el....EID”, our
tefillot should be based upon the knowledge
that Hashem is listening and witnessing how
sincere our prayers are. We must understand
that WHAT we pray for is less important
than HOW we pray. A sincere tefilla becomes
an impactive experience that reaches the
heavenly throne, and, equally important,
affects our very behavior throughout the
year.

And so, do not worry if we forget to pray
for a specific something or someone. We sim-
Ply need to pray deeply to Hashem and allow
Him to “fill in the blanks” for us all.

After all, when He witnesses that kind of
tefilla how can He fail to respond? B

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

24 Gershon Agron-Mamilla
usa# 5164675892, uki# 2037697899

OLD KATAMON
Near
TALBIEH

OVERSIZED
New 3 bedrooms
with view
New-consturction

5th floor, 3br ,120 sgm , balconies 13 sqm
view, parking, storage: Price 6,850,000 nis

s
360sqm

GARDEN
IN HOLYLAND

175'sqm apt,
. | 4.5 rooms, one level,
2 parking , view
.elevator and more

Amazing partment,oe 555q '
ON ONE LEVEL WITH OPEN VIEW

Don't miss this unique opportunity

NEW
RECHAVIA
BOUTIQUE
BUILDING

107 sqm,
2ho sqm terrace
4% floor , elevator

v’ 1] " v
Ready in one year, high ceilings large windows,
3 exposures , succah, full accesability
Option to add another 107 sgqm and get 214 sqm on one level!!

DANIEL BOUZAGLO

e
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Drop by Drop

What does real change require? During the
Aseret Yemei Teshuvah, we often imagine
teshuvah as something dramatic—a sweep-
ing resolution, a promise that this year every-
thing will be different.

Yet in the haftorah of Shabbos Shuvah,
Hoshea offers a quieter image: Y02 M’nx
12392 PYIY T1;mYivD M2 ox1w? — “Twill
be like dew to Israel; he will blossom like the
lily and strike his roots like Lebanon.” Rain
announces its arrival. Dew forms almost

In Memory of:

Tsvi Hersh ben
Menachem Mendel 21

(Harold Klaff)
on his 35" yahrzeut, 4 Tishrei

and

Chana bat Tsvi Hersh a”h

(Lolly Dan)
on her 19" yahrzeit - 5 Tishrei

and

Avraham Yisroel ben
Shlomo Zalman 21

(Avrome Dan)
on his 36™ yahrzeit, 1* day of Succot

May their wonderful
Neshamot have Aliyot

In loving memory,
Debbie & Herby Dan

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA

T rq‘__-l—\-.\
SHMIDMAN J

ermestds

INITIATIVE

imperceptibly, drop by drop, yet it provides
the moisture that allows life to grow.

The Radak explains that Hoshea compares
Hashem’s blessing to dew because dew is
constant: -1 110 17 ,P0DIIPRY 20D HO MN)
DN P09 i XY — “He said ‘dew’ because
it does not cease; so, too, Hashem’s good-
ness will not cease from them.” Even when
we feel spiritually dry or distant, Hashem’s
goodness remains. His invitation to return is
always open.

But dew alone is not enough. Hoshea con-
tinues: 11292 ¥ 71 — “He will strike his
roots like Lebanon.” Rav Samson Raphael
Hirsch develops this idea in his commentary
on the words in Ha’azinu, "nmx Yvs 510 —
“May My words flow like dew.” He explains
that just as dew causes everything rooted in
the earth to grow and blossom, so Hashem’s
words act upon our hearts. Dew falls every-
where, but it nourishes that which is rooted.

Perhaps this is the challenge of Shabbos
Shuvah. Hashem provides the dew—the
constant nourishment, love, and possibility
of renewal. Our responsibility is to establish
roots. A root is more than a passing inspira-
tion. It is one commitment anchored deeply
enough to remain after the emotion of the
moment has faded: one tefillah approached
with greater attention, one relationship
treated with more care, one regular time for
Torah learning, or one pattern of speech we
resolve to change.

We sometimes dismiss a commitment
because it seems too small. We want our
teshuvah to feel like a downpour. But one
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small commitment that takes root can trans-
form us more deeply than a sweeping reso-
lution that cannot be sustained.

Perhaps the question of Shabbos Shu-
vah is not only, How much am I prepared
to change? 1t is also, Where am I prepared
to put down roots? Hashem provides the
dew. Our task is to become rooted enough
to receive it. And then, quietly and steadily,
growth can begin.

Certified Frum Male Nurse

English speaking, Experienced
Home/Hotel visits including erev YK
IV Fluids, Injections, Blood tests...

Call Dovid: 053-245-8521

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

— ., .
With the shortage of rental units
in Ashkelon, buy an apartment for the
revenue stream and future appreciation.
You'll like it so much that you might
become your own tenant!

OPTIONS.IN-ALL
PRICE RANGES

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58.783-7436
- +1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

New on the Market!
Baka

3RM, 745QM, Sukka
balcony, high ceilings,
Arab style.

4,090,000 NIS

Extraordinary
Residence Baka

195 SQM, Arab style,
unique charm,

Sukka balcony, needs
renovation, flexible
price

12,000,000 NIS

Nahum Glatzer

050-7225694
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(\& KupCare Clinics
7. ¥ Dr. David Kupferberg, MD, MPH

Doctor of Pulmonary & Internal Medicine

Board Certified

LUNG DOCTOR jad ROOFING SPECIALIST

Licensed in Israel and the U.S " . FINDS & WAY IN...
[Don't ignere small baks.

They can bead i big problems
and expersive repars.

Clinics in Efrat and
Jerusalem Wolfson

Attentive, personalized care for

OLSHITE PROTECT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
« Chronic Cough FROM THE TOP DOWN.

«Sleep Apnea * Re Roofing seamless UV coating wa
« Chronic Lung Diseases

« Respiratory Lung infections
Pneumonia - Bronchitis - Flu

OUR WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

Urgent Appointments

Qe 02-563-6265 (L1572 56-569.3267

www.kupcare.co.il

== RE/MAX

VISION/[ITR

Amazing Penthouse
with panoramic
views !
Jabotinsky, Talbieh

Custom Design your Dream

Special Luxury
Opportunities

Penthouse ! in Jerusalem
Currently 176 sqm
on two levels -
40 sqm sukkah balcony TALBIEH

(shell ready for custom

buildout)
Building permit issued for
additional 80 sqm
(3rd level of penthouse)
Private roof terrace (80sqm)
above 3rd level
2 private registered parking
spaces
Large 30 sgm private
storage room (with windows)
Price: ONLY 15,000,000 NIS

for total of 256 sqm

 Jabotinsky Floorplan Suggestions

Magnificent Old-World
Jerusalem Charm in Talbieh
on prestigious Marcus Street
A rare opportunity to own an
authentic historic Arab home

full of character and
elegance.
Approx. 140 sqm
* 4 spacious rooms
* Over 3.5-meter soaring
ceilings
+ Original mosaic flooring
* Preserved original window
and door frames
* Beautifully maintained in
authentic condition
* Two lovely wrap-around
sukkah balconies
(app- 25 sqm)
Asking price:
14,000,000 NIS

Specializing in LUXURY LISTINGS
For Video tours of these properties or
FREE market analysis of YOUR property,
CALL : Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111
alyssa1@014.net.il

Photos and floorplans of Jabotinsky
are for illustration and suggestion only
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS

Erev Shabbat with Rav Kook
and His Students

In one of the beautiful teachings in his
classic work on teshuva, Orot HaTeshuva,
Rav Kook identifies a unique time each week
for reflection and repentance: Erev Shabbat.
As we prepare to enter Shabbat, we have a
special opportunity to look back on the week
that has passed and clear away whatever may
stand between us and the holiness of the day:

“On the eve of Shabbat one must do teshu-
va for all that transpired in the course of the
week, in order to welcome the Shabbat with-
out any impediments of sin or wrongdoing.”
(Orot HaTeshuva 14:33)

Rav Kook’s teaching invites us to consider
not only how we observe Shabbat, but how
we enter it. The twenty-four hours of Shabbat
can be profoundly shaped by the thoughts,
emotions, and practices we cultivate in the
hours immediately preceding it. Erev Shabbat
is not merely a race to finish the week; it is the

26" yahrzeit of

Lesley Berelowitz ah
7y APY? N 9N MY NMINY

Aliya Lakever on Wednesday,
September 237 at 17:45
Har HaMenuchot

The Family

gateway through which we enter a different
spiritual reality.
NOT OPENING THE MAIL

This sensitivity to the way we prepare for
Shabbat was beautifully expressed by Rav
Kook’s beloved friend and student, Rav Aryeh
Levin, who maintained a remarkable practice:
he did not read his mail on Friday afternoon.

Rav Aryeh regularly received letters and
notes describing heartbreaking situations
from people seeking his guidance or financial
assistance. As the tzaddik of Yerushalayim, he
somehow seemed never to turn anyone away.
Yet he was careful not to allow the sorrow and
anguish contained in those letters to accompa-
ny him into Shabbat.

He wanted to preserve the unique character
of the day - to enter Shabbat with a sense of
joy, serenity, and honor, giving the holiness of
Shabbat its rightful place. (Derech Avot, Ster-
nberg, p. 168)

His practice teaches a powerful lesson:
sometimes preparing for Shabbat means
deciding what not to bring into it.

RAV CHARLOP ENTERING SHABBAT

Another practice among the students and
disciples of Rav Kook that enriched the experi-
ence of welcoming Shabbat was the recitation
of Shir HaShirim during the hour preceding
Shabbat.
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A young student at the famed Etz Chaim
Yeshiva near the Shuk in Jerusalem once
accompanied a friend to the Shaarei Chesed
neighborhood, where the eminent Rav Yaakov
Moshe Charlop served as rabbi. He wanted to
witness how Rav Charlop prepared himself
for Shabbat.

He later recalled:

“I made a special effort to come early
before the beginning of Shabbat
and saw Rav Charlop reciting Shir
Hashirim in his home. His recit-
al of Shir Hashirim, after he had §
immersed in the mikvah, as he
wore his elegant white Shabbat
garments, was for me like seeing
the angels singing before God’s
throne in heaven. Rav Charlop
recited the words with a full voice
and in deep concentration. When
he recited certain verses tears ran down his
cheeks.” (Shirat HaYam, Yair Charlop, pp.
205-206)

For Rav Charlop, Shabbat did not simply
arrive. He entered it - with preparation, antic-
ipation, purity, and profound emotion.

READING TOGETHER: RAV CHAIM
BERLIN AND RAV ARYEH LEVIN

Former Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi David
Lau, shlita, is fond of relating a story about
two great rabbis who would spend Friday
afternoons together in Jerusalem nearly a
century ago.

“Two tzadikim, an elder rabbi and a young
rabbi. They were Rabbi Chaim Berlin, the son
of the Netziv, who sat every Friday afternoon
with a young Rabbi Aryeh Levin. They said
together the Shir HaShirim, which Rabbi
Akiva said was the Kodesh HaKodashim of
songs.”

Rav Chaim Berlin would weep when they

Rav Yaakov
Moshe Charlop zt'l

reached the words, “Your eyes are like doves”
(Shir HaShirim 4:1). Out of respect, Rav Aryeh
did not ask him why. After several weeks,
however, his mentor revealed the reason,
recalling an episode from his years as Chief
Rabbi of Moscow during the Russian Empire.

“I was a mohel. I knew that one day I would
pay for it, ” he said. “I heard a knock on my
door. It was a soldier, a big officer.”

The officer ordered Rabbi Berlin
to pack and accompany him the fol-
lowing morning, instructing him to
bring his brit milah instruments.

“I took my knife, tefillin, and sid-
dur. I said goodbye, and I did not
know for how long.”

The officer brought him to a
house deep in a forest, where a
woman was holding a newborn
baby. Rabbi Berlin performed
the brit milah. Two nights later, the officer
thanked him and offered to pay.

Assuming that the officer was not Jewish,
Rabbi Berlin asked why he had been sum-
moned to perform a brit milah. The officer
replied, “My parents and the parents of my
wife are Jews. I'm a child of the Tsar.” Yet
despite his loyalty to the despot, he added,
“Maybe one day he’ll ask himself where he
came from.”

e

Dedicated In memory of

Mrs. Anna Lipschitz osm
Chana bat
HaRav Yoel Summer

— The Linever Rav
On her 31* yartzeit

By Hedy & Ben Lipschitz
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Rav Chaim Berlin explained that a pure eye
instinctively searches for the good in anoth-
er person. This is the deeper meaning of the
verse, “Your eyes are like doves.” The Midrash
teaches that one must learn to see the beauty,
faith, and commitment of the Jewish people
even when their righteousness is not imme-
diately apparent. (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 4:1;
Queens Jewish Link, Kadinsky, “Ashkenazic
Chief Rabbi of Israel Visits West Hempstead”)

Perhaps this is why those words moved
Rav Chaim Berlin to tears. When one learns
to look at another Jew with the eyes of a
‘yonah, one begins to see what may be hid-
den beneath the surface - the Jewish soul,
its potential, and its enduring connection to
Hashem.

CLOSENESS WITH THE CREATOR

The stories of Rav Charlop, Rav Chaim Ber-
lin, and Rav Aryeh Levin bring Rav Kook’s
teaching to life. Each of these great figures
understood that the spiritual experience of
Shabbat begins before Shabbat begins.

They did not simply wait for Shabbat to
arrive. They prepared themselves to receive it.

For Rav Aryeh Levin, that meant setting
aside painful letters and refusing to carry the
burdens of the week into the holy day. For
Rav Charlop, it meant immersing himself in

May the Torah Learned from this TT
be in loving memory of
Morris (Zaidie) Galitzer v":
57 N 9" YN 'y
"N K™
Walter Lilievy"t
51198 9" PNYY "9 ynyy
»wn 27
Shimon & Chana Galitzer and family

the mikvah, donning his Shabbat garments,
and reciting Shir HaShirim with such intensi-
ty that tears streamed down his face. For Rav
Chaim Berlin and Rav Aryeh Levin, it meant
spending the final moments before Shabbat
together contemplating the deepest love and
holiness expressed in Shir HaShirim.

We often find ourselves rushing through
the final moments of the week, trying to finish
one last task before Shabbat arrives. But these
spiritual masters, who brought their extraor-
dinary light to Yerushalayim only a genera-
tion or two ago, offer us another model. They
teach us that the quality of our Shabbat can
be transformed by the way we prepare for it.

A few quiet moments of reflection. A con-
scious decision about what to leave behind. A
chapter of Shir HaShirim. A moment to put on
Shabbat clothes with anticipation. A decision
to enter the day with joy rather than anxiety.
These seemingly small acts can become a door-
way to something much greater. And when we
enter it with intention, purity, joy, and longing,
we create the space to experience what Rav
Kook understood so deeply: that the prepa-
ration for Shabbat itself can become a path
toward greater closeness with the Creator. ®

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

ey
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A Sth-generation craftsman repairs, refurbishes, and polishes gold
and silver jewelry, Kiddush cups, and candlesticks.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”h
1"y 1150 MY 1IN N2 NOYD 1IN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

YOM KIPPUR

The Torah reading for Yom Kippur is the
description in Chapter 16 of Vayikra of the
entire service in the Mikdash for Yom Kip-
pur. The Kohen Gadol himself read this exact
Torah reading as part of the service. We are
reading what he read.

" 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 16:1-6)

k\ ‘ One may enter the Holy of Holies
with the following elaborate pro-

cedure. For I, G-d, appear there in a cloud.
Aharon is to bring a bull for a sin offering,
along with a ram. The Jewish people bring
2 goats for sin offerings and a ram. Aharon
wears 4 unique white garments for this
service.

The Holy of Holies is where the Aron is
housed, with the ten commandments. No one
is ever to enter there. “For [, G-d, appear there
in a cloud”. One may enter only through this

Rare opportumty on Emek Refaim

Spacious 3-room

" | apartment, just

steps away from the

area's best cafes and

restaurants, easy

access (only 9 steps),

Sukkah balcony,

parking, shelter, in

-4 the ultimate German
. Colony location for

Contact:
052-6526144 Karni 3 600,000nis

elaborate ceremony.

Where else have we seen the appearance of
G-d, a thick cloud, an area where no man may
approach and the ten commandments?

Mt. Sinai. A thick cloud over the mountain.
G-d descends. No man may approach the
mountain. He utters the ten commandments.

The Holy of Holies is a miniature re-en-
actment of Mt. Sinai. There, He descended
to us. With a thick cloud. To tell us the ten
commandments

Here, the ten commandments are housed.
At Sinai He approached us; on Yom Kippur,
the Kohen Gadol approaches Him. And like
Sinai where the cloud descended on the
mountain, here the Kohen Gadol comes with
incense to create the cloud.

At Sinai the people said “we can’t hear your
voice or we will die”. Man cannot withstand
G-d’s Presence. So too here, G-d says, no man
may enter the Holy of Holies, for he cannot
withstand My presence.

But once a year, on Yom Kippur, I make an
exception and allow, with an elaborate cere-
mony, only one man to enter that place. And
that man shall make a cloud.

Yom Kippur is the intimate encounter of
man with the Divine Presence in the Holy of
Holies. As if He Says: The pinnacle moment
of Yom Kippur is just you and Me, in My most
private place, the Holy of Holies. You, Aharon,
as the representative of My people. And Me,
in the cloud.

And this re-enactment of Sinai comes one
week after Rosh Hashana, the day of the sho-
far. For at Sinai, besides the cloud and besides
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man not being allowed to approach, there was
the sound of the shofar. At Sinai, He sounded
the shofar. On Rosh Hashana, we sound the
shofar.

The Sinai moment is the closest, most inti-
mate encounter of man and G-d on this earth.
The Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur re-enactment
is man’s desire to renew that intimate encoun-
ter, but on our initiative. Shofar. And Holy of
Holies.

”/“ 2ND ALIYA (16:7-11)
K’) Take the 2 goats of the people.

Through lots, identify one as an
offering and the other to send to the desert
for atonement. Aharon offers the offering for
himself and his household.

In this moment of intimate contact of the
Divine and us, we achieve atonement through
pageantry. The pageantry of the 2 goats is rich;
identical in appearance, their roles achieved
through lots, their fate radically different. One
will be an offering to G-d. The other will be
sent to the barren desert.

'/‘ 3RD ALIYA (16:12-17)
'/k\O} Aharon is to take a pan of coals

and of incense into the Holy of
Holies, with the smoke of the incense envel-
oping the covering of the Aron. Aharon takes
the blood of his sin offering and sprinkles it 1
+ 7 times in the Holy of Holies and 1 + 7 times
in front of the curtain, outside of the Holy of
Holies. He repeats this with the blood of the
people’s sin offering, the goat.

Aharon brings incense into the Holy of
Holies to create smoke. But the Torah does
not say that the smoke from the incense fills
the Holy of Holies. It says it covers the Aron.

The emphasis on the Aron is to be reminis-
cent of Mt. Sinai, where the thick cloud cov-
ered the mountain when G-d spoke these ten
commandments, housed in the Aron.

And perhaps the smoke and the cloud
accompanying this intimate encounter is
deliberate. For the closer the encounter with
the Divine, the more hidden, obscure, myste-
rious, enigmatic. Cloudy. Obscured. Intimacy
and mystery.

"/“ 4TH ALIYA (16:18-24)
’/k\O} He then takes the blood of his

bull and the goat of the people
and both places it on the incense altar and
sprinkles it 1 + 7 times, purifying it. He thus
completes the atonement of the holiest places.
Aharon then places his hands upon the head
of the other goat of the people, confessing all
their sins, placing them on the head of the
goat. The goat, bearing the sins of the people,
is led out to the desert. Aharon now changes
from the special white garments to his regular
ones and offers the more conventional offer-
ings for himself and the people.

Two goats. One offered. One taken to the
desert after the sins are confessed upon it.

Rav Soloveitchik captured this drama as a
metaphor. This goat in the desert is pushed
over a cliff, falling to its death.

The fall, the pull of gravity is a metaphor
for the push and pull of our nature, but with
no exercise of will. Man can choose to assert
his will. Or choose to be subject to the whims

SUKKOT TOUR - MONDAY, SEPT. 28

Archeological/Tanach sites in the
north and visit a new pioneer
farm on the Jordan River

Depart from the Inbal Hotel at 9:00am
Return approx 6:30pm
Bring lunch; there will be a sukkah
320 shekels

For details and reservations
shalompollack613@gmail.com
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and forces of his nature, like the goat unable
to break his fall.

In a word, when man allows himself to be
pulled down by his nature, failing to assert
his will, gravity pulls him down to his demise.
Such is the sinful one, allowing forces to dom-
inate, failing to assert his will.

”/“ 5TH ALIYA (16:25-30)
K’} The one who led the goat to the

desert need be purified upon his
return as do the ones who burn the sin offer-
ings of Aharon and the people outside of the
camp. All of this is to be done every year on
Yom Kippur accompanied by fasting. For on
this day, He provides you with atonement and
purity; you become purified before G-d.

While the drama of this day was punctured
by the destruction of the Temple, the atone-
ment persists through the day of Yom Kippur
itself. The Talmud took the verse literally. On
this day you achieve atonement. The day itself,
even without the elaborate Temple service,
but the day itself, the power of Yom Kippur
atones.

"/‘ 6TH ALIYA (16:31-34)
% : This procedure atoning for the
k\" p g

Holy of Holies, the outer area, the
altar, the Kohanim and the people shall be
done once a year.

This atonement and purification are hum-
bling, overwhelming, ennobling. For the

Holy One reaches for mankind, descends in a
cloud as it were to the Holy of Holies, granting
atonement. It is His reach for man; His kind-
ness, generosity, and love.

Yom Kippur is a gift, an affirmation of man,
a chance to begin anew, a smile from the Holy
One, appreciating our desire and passion,
even if we err. Yom Kippur is the faith of the
Holy One in us, giving us a yearly clean slate.
That is a gift. m
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MnN and N¥Y are omitted at Shacharis of
Erev-Yom Kippur (YK).! Ashkenazim also omit
77N> M and 1090 AR, while Sephardim
recite both.2

“NoN Y21 DONKR N0? DYYY 192 M DP D
110R "N 197 DN - “For on this day, He shall
effect atonement for you to purify you; from
all your sins, before Hashem, you shall be
purified.” Although Yom Kippur is the day of
forgiveness, it only atones for sins between a
person and Hashem, but not for interperson-
al sins, until the wrongdoer seeks forgiveness
from the person he wronged. Therefore, it is
customary to ask forgiveness from one anoth-
er on Erev-YK .3 If the offender asks and is not
forgiven, he must return at least three times,
each time with three others accompanying
him. If forgiveness is still withheld, he is no
longer obligated to ask, unless the wronged
party is his rebbe, in which case he must con-
tinue seeking forgiveness.* If the person who
was wronged has passed away, the offender
must go to the grave with a minyan of ten peo-
ple and ask forgiveness there.?

The wronged should be compassionate and
forgive the individual asking for forgiveness,®

2-790 12’0 YW 1
229 'Y DRM DX ,7PTY PIN .2
2-10 )0 X107 .3
N-191 2’0 VW 4
2-190 0 YW 5
N-11 2’0 X117 .6

\
HALACHOT FOR YOM KIPPUR 3o

for those who forgive others are forgiven by
Hashem.”

One must be especially careful to repay all
debts, including tzedakah commitments, and
return anything not rightfully his, for the sin
of theft blocks the pathway to teshuvah.?

There is a biblical obligation® for both men
and women?? to verbally** confess (viduy)
their sins, as the Torah teaches: >> NYX X WX
DNNVN NXITND ... /WY, While confession is
required whenever one performs teshuvah,
Yom Kippur is a particularly auspicious time
for both individuals and the community to
repent, such that everyone is obligated to con-
fess on this day.*?

One is also obligated to recite the viduy at
Mincha on erev-YK, lest he choke or become
inebriated at the seudah ha’mafsekes, prevent-
ing him from properly confessing.'®* Some pos-
skim rule that one is obligated to recite viduy
again after the se’udah before nightfall. Many
fulfill this opinion by reciting Tefillah Zakah
before Kol Nidrei since it contains an ele-
ment of viduy in it. However, the oy *n and
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach passkin that it
should be said after Kol Nidrei.*s

Viduy must be recited while standing,
without leaning on anything that would cause

N”pPo N 1’0 2MWN .7

X”PD N 12’0 21N .8

TOW MNND PN .9

Ibid .10

X-N"D N2IWN 0”27 .11

1-2"9 ,X-N"D D”2N7 .12

DY 2”3WM) X-1IN 2’0 YW .13
N”PD 191 12’0 273wn .14

4’y 779 WN NNYY MY .15
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one to fall if it were removed.'® When recit-
ing viduy, it is best to bend forward slightly,
similar to the posture taken during Modim.’
When reciting the word “shechatanu, ” lightly
strike the heart with the right fist.!® Older or
weaker individuals who have trouble stand-
ing alone may lean on a table or shtender if
necessary.*

There is a custom among both Ashkenazim
and Sephardim® to perform kaparos with a
white rooster or chicken on erev YK.2t Men
use a rooster and women use a chicken.??One
raises and rotates the chicken above his head
three times® while saying »nn Nt ) noon it
191 2195 17, which has the rashei teivos of
7”nn, the name of the angel responsible for
life.* The chicken is then shechted and given
to the needy. The point of kaporos is to arouse
the individual to perform teshuva when he
sees the chicken shechted and imagines that it
is taking his place. Furthermore, the chicken
is given to tzedakah since tzedakah atones.”

One may also use money as kaparos.* The
amount of money used should equal the price
of a chicken.?” Some say?® that one kaparos
may be performed on behalf of many individ-
uals, while others say that it is best to perform

J-10 2’0 YW L16
D0 DY 2Mwn .17
NP0 1IN 1’0 273wn .18
TN ,RWN DX MY N YR 19
20. Although the Shulchan Aruch writes not to
perform kaparos, the 7-n P79 7 P5N 1YY X
writes that Sephardim have accepted the
pssak of the Arizal on this matter to perform
kaparos.
X-171N )2°0 X’17 .21
Jbid .22
9-32 2’0 N”D XNV ,WRIN HY HRINI 12777 .23
2”0 NN 2’0 2MwN .24
1”po NN )0 27wn .25
2”90 NN Y0 2IWN .26
NP0 NN 99N .27
2”0 NN 2’0 2MWnN .28

separate kaparos for every living member in
the house, even fetuses.?® All agree that ifa
chicken or money was already used on one
individual, it should not be used on another.3

There is a mitzvah to eat, drink,3' and have
larger meals than usual during the daytime®?
of erev YK so that it will be easier to fast the
following day.* Nevertheless, even a sick
individual who is not fasting is obligated to
eat and have a larger meal on erev YK.3* Some
have the custom to use Lechem Mishneh in the
seudah ha’mafsekes® and to dip the challah in
honey.?” Although there is no obligation to eat
meat, many customarily eat chicken.®

There is also a custom to eat kreplach (meat
covered with dough) because erev YK is con-
sidered a Yom Tov, on which many hold one
should ideally eat meat. However, since mela-
cha is still permitted, it is not considered a full-
fledged Yom Tov, which we express by cover-
ing the meat with dough.* (For this reason,
there is a custom to eat kreplach on Hoshana
Rabbah and Purim as well.)

Ideally, if one intends to continue eating
after the seudah ha’mafsekes, he may do so,
though it is preferable to verbalize this inten-
tion before bentching.*

There is a biblical requirement to accept
upon oneself the sanctity of Yom Kippur

NN WY H’PIR,2-K"R A"ND .29
21’y XD P19 aN2 N MIYN .30
N”PD 7N 0 XN .31
N-790 WNIY ,R7PO RN .32
X-77N 12’0 YV .33
34. 25 20 N”s XY WK, though other reasons
are given as well.
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slightly earlier than sunset.*! It is preferable
to make this acceptance verbally,* and some
posskim* hold that doing so even two minutes
before Yom Kippur is sufficient.

Some have a custom to daven at the ceme-
tery and to increase tzedakah giving.*

There is a custom to go to the mikvah on
erev-YK, and even some women have the min-
hag to go,% but single women should not go.*
The commonly accepted custom today is that
even married women do not go.#” One should
try to make sure there is no chatzitzah on the
body and that fingernails and toe nails are
properly cut.®® If one cannot go to the mikvah,
he may take a shower instead.* The shower
should be long enough for 9 kav of water to
be poured on one’s head (12 or 16 liters, or
4-5 minutes).>

There is a custom to receive malkos on erev
YK to arouse one to do teshuva.>! The one giv-
ing the malkos softly®? hits the other’s back
using a leather strap while saying Dn7 Xim
121 three times. The recipient crouches down
with his head facing north% and recites 2wx
2 172 three times.>* However, there are many
who do not have the custom to receive matkos.%

It is customary for married women (as well

R”PD 273WNM X-NIN 0 YV .41
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as single men/women when living alone)%
to light candles for Yom Kippur similar to
Shabbos and Yom Tov and recite the bra-
cha of Moo DY YW M Y715 Sephardim
do not accept the sanctity of Yom Kippur at
the time of lighting candles, but only after-
ward. Therefore, they should first recite the
bracha and then light, and they should not
recite 17’nnY (through which they accept the
sanctity of YK)*® until after completing the
candle lighting, and removing leather shoes.*®
Alternatively, if they plan to be in shul, they
can recite it there with the tzibur. Ashkenazi
women accept the sanctity and laws of Yom
Kippur when lighting candles. Therefore, they
should first light the candles and then recite
the bracha.®® Those Ashkenazim who have
the custom to recite 1’nNW should make sure
do so after finishing to light all the candles
(because reciting the bracha before lighting
causes them to accept the sanctity of the day),
1 but they should not repeat it again during
davening.?

In pressing situations, such as if she needs
to drive to shul afterward for Kol Nidrei and
it is too far to walk both ways, if an Ashkenazi
woman does not want to accept the sanctity
of YK when lighting, she may stipulate so
before lighting and she should make sure
not to recite "’nnv” .63 However, she should
make sure to accept Yom Kippur at least a few
minutes before sunset to fulfill the mitzvah of
adding to Yom Kippur, as discussed above,
and she should recite »»nnw in shul with the
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congregation.

Candles should also be lit in the bedroom
with enough wax to burn throughout the
night to prevent intercourse on Yom Kippur,
as cohabitation in lit rooms is always for-
bidden.® Today, one may also keep on an
electric light (even a small one) in the bed-
room.® Some posskim hold that the custom
is no longer to leave a candle or light in the
bedroom, especially if it will prevent falling
asleep easily.56

A candle should remain lit throughout Yom
Kippur, to be used after YK for lighting the
Havdalah candle.” Many also light a yahrtzeit
candle for departed relatives for which they
recite yizkor, and some also light a ner bari
for every living married male member of the
household.® Married women may also light a
ner bari should they choose.®

Since Yom Kippur is referred to in the Torah
as Naw Nav, a clean, festive tablecloth should
remain spread on the table throughout the
entire day” and the beds should be made.”

There is a custom to wear white on Yom
Kippur for two reasons: first, to symbolize
that on this day we resemble angels, and sec-
ond, to remind us of the shrouds in which the
deceased are buried, inspiring us to do teshu-
va.” Married men have a custom to wear a
kittel (some do not wear it during their shana
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rishona, first year of marriage).” Since the
kittel is a garment that is designated for dav-
ening, it may not be taken into the restroom.”

Women should not wear jewelry normally
worn on Shabbos or Yom Tov on Yom Kippur,
75 but jewelry worn during the week, such as
aregular bracelet or necklace, is permitted.
It is customary for both men and women to
refrain from wearing gold.”

Men who normally wear a tallis daily
should don a tallis before sunset and recite
the bracha.” If donned after sunset, the bra-
chais not recited.”

The Torah” teaches 7ivya >y 2Wn VN2
D2°NVY0) NX NYN UTNY — “In the seventh
month, on the tenth day of the month, you
shall afflict yourself.” The Gemara® explains
that this “affliction” refers to abstaining from
food and drink. Additionally, the Gemara#!
infers from other verses that four other plea-
sures are prohibited on Yom Kippur: washing,
anointing, wearing leather shoes, and marital
relations. Furthermore, all activities that are
prohibited on Shabbat are also forbidden on
YK‘SZ

Eating or drinking even a small amount of
food is biblically prohibited on YK.® Howev-
er, the punishment of n1> for eating applies
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only if one eats the size of a date (about 2/3
of an egg(within the time it takes to eat a 010
4) eggs),® which is normally determined to be
between 4-7 minutes,® but most posskim are
stringent for YK to follow the opinion of 9 min-
utes.® Similarly, the punishment of N1 for
drinking applies only if one drinks a cheekful
within the time it takes to drink a revi’is (a few
seconds), which equals about 3 kezeisim®” (86
ml).® Some posskim are more stringent and
hold that one is liable even if it is consumed
within the time it takes to eat a 9) 015 min-
utes, as above), and this is the opinion that is
followed.®

In a life-threatening situation, one should
eat or drink immediately. A sick person, a
woman who is pregnant, or a nursing mother
should consult a Rav and a doctor to deter-
mine whether they can fast safely, and if the
fast must be broken, to clarify how much may
be consumed. Those who are ill and permit-
ted to eat small quantities may consume up
to 30cc® of food (the size of a date) and® up
to their own® cheekful of beverages once
every 9 minutes.® Eating such small amounts
over an extended period of time is still con-
sidered “afflicting” oneself.®* When eating
less than a kezayis or drinking less than a
revi’is, one recites a bracha rishona but not
a bracha acharona.s If one continues eating
after the time of achilas pras, a new bracha
is not required, provided one had in mind to
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continue eating.%

Children and sick individuals who are
allowed to eat full meals on YK do not recite
kiddush®” and do not require Lechem Mish-
neh,®® but they should wash their hands up
to their wrist before eating bread.®® When
bentching, they should add x121 1Yy, though
if they forgot, they do not need to repeat ben-
tching.'® If they ate mezonos or fruit from the
shivas ha’minim, they should also mention
Yom Kippur when reciting the bracha m’ein
shalosh.*™

It is forbidden to wash any part of the body
for pleasure, even a single finger, whether
with hot or cold water.12 However, washing to
remove dirt is permitted, though one should
have in mind not to benefit from the washing
and take caution to only wash the dirty areas.!®

In the morning when waking up and any
time after using the bathroom, one may wash
one’s hands up to the knuckles.™ Those who
wash each hand three or four times in the
morning may do so on Yom Kippur as well (up
to the knuckles),'® provided they intend not to
benefit from the washing. One may wash the
crust from one’s eyes but should be careful
not to wet any other part of the eye.1%

Kohanim who are going up to duchen wash
their hands up to the wrist, since this washing
is not for benefit.!” Similarly, a sick individu-
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al or a child who is washing for bread should
wash up to the wrist, while intending not to
benefit from the washing.'®® Some Sephardi
kohanim only wash until their knuckles,%
though Rav Ovadya passkins to wash to the
wrist.!0

It is forbidden to brush teeth or use mouth-
wash on YK.***

It is forbidden for both men and women to
go to the mikvah on YK .12

It is forbidden to anoint any part of the
body, even if your intention is to remove dirt.!3
Applying makeup, lipstick,"*4 or perfume'*s is
included in the prohibition of anointing on
Yom Kippur. Medicated creams are not sub-
ject to the prohibition of anointing,*¢ though
they still may be forbidden due to Shabbos
restrictions. Stick or spray deodorant should
not be applied on Yom Kippur.1”

It is forbidden to wear leather shoes on Yom
Kippur.*® It is best to avoid wearing non-leath-
er sneakers or other shoes that one would
wear year-round,'® but non-leather slippers
or Crocs are allowed.'?

Moskt posskim require one to recite the bra-
cha of > 95°Y Nwyw on YK.121

Marital relations are prohibited on Yom
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Kippur, and married women have the halach-
ic status of a niddah on this day.'* Therefore,
one may not touch his wife, sleep in the same
bed, sit on the same couch, or engage in any
other restrictions that apply to a niddah.'

One should extend YK for a couple of min-
utes after tzeis.'?* Maariv is recited with "nx
1NMNN and without the additions for nwy
nwn . If one forgot to recite nnain NNX
or accidentally recited wmpn 9900 or 990N
LOWNN,'* one does not repeat the Amida.

Havdalah is recited over a cup of wine or
grape juice without besamim, using a candle
that was lit from a fire burning from before
Yom Kippur.!26

Motzaei YK is considered a minor Yom Tov,
on which there is a mitzvah to eat and drink.'*”
For this reason, Kiddush Levana is recited on
Motzaei YK, as it should be said in a joyous
mood.'?® According to most opinions, it may
be recited even before Havdalah and even
while wearing YK shoes.1®

Ideally, one should begin building the suk-
kah on Motzaei YK and complete it the follow-
ing day.'3°
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Viduy

he following is an elaborated commentary on the Viduy which is
recited throughout the day of Yom Kippur. It should be used along with
the text in your machzor.

We have become guilty... of a whole variety of sins. What we have 19N
done was not necessarily to rebel against G-d, but we nonetheless IR
are devastated by our behavior

We have eaten - forbidden foods, questionable foods, without brachot, without good
manners and concern for others; there is something lacking in our faith in G-d

(even just sometimes); we don't always say Amen properly, we have a cruel streak...

We have betrayed G-d by not doing His mitzvot properly and by sinning 13133
in a way that is disloyal to G-d; we have betrayed family & friends

We have wasted prayer and Torah studly time; we were not careful with Milk & Meat;
we relied on ourselves sometimes to the exclusion of trusting in G-d; we have said "sloppy”
brachot; we have belittled parents, teachers, scholars, friends; we have wasted time...

We have stolen - things, time, other’s sleep, ideas; we have deceived... :u'?m

We have been arrogant; wrongly took credit for something,; harmed or annoyed
others; not raised our children properly; have not been strict enough about sexual behavior;
have not repaid kindnesses properly...

We have slandered G-d (by questioning His justice and kindness) 999 93927

and people. We have said one thing and meant something else. Co N

We have gossiped, defamed, used vulgarities, spoken disrespectfully, shouted -

misused the power of speech; not given people the benefit of the doubt...

We have caused perversion, corrupted others 93°9Y57
A 4N

We have entertained improper thoughts - during davening, Torah learning,
or in general; we have davened without kavana; burdened others;
encroached on another's "space”; looked at indecent pictures, literature, etc.

And we have caused wickedness; caused others to sin 1337?_”'1171

We have neglected to be properly respectful of G-d; showed lack of
concern for the possessions of others; said we're sorry without trying
to mean it: fomented dissent; joined with others and wasted time on nonsense...
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We have sinned intentionally, and then have rationalized our behavior Ehiis
(making T'shuva all the more difficult) -

We have taken G-d's Name in vain; been careless about ritual washing of our hands;
been disrespectful to our parents; we ‘ate like pigs’ threw food, mingled immodestly...

We have extorted; we have taken advantage of those weaker than us; Ehlelalg
we have pressured others to give in to us T

We have caused Chilul HaShem,; we have falsely flattered others; thought bad thoughts;
unjustly suspected others of wrongdoing; desecrated the Shabbat; not paid our debts;
desired (in an unhealthy, unkosher manner) the possessions of others...

We have "attached" ourselves to falsehood; lying has become ﬁ?W' ubgu
a part of our lives; we have accused others falsely; I¢ P
compounded lies by lying more; hung out with the wrong crowd

We have given erroneous opinions and advice; defiled ourselves and others;
handled Muktza on Shabbat or Yom Tov; belittled Good and chosen Bad...

We have given evil counsel; we have abused the trust of others; Ik RRTA
advised others in ways that are not in their best interest T T T

We have secluded ourselves improperly with members of the opposite sex; joined others
in time-wasting activities; knowingly sinned] lacked proper reverence and awe for G-d...

We have been deceitful; made intentionally misleading statements; 33279
false promises; have not tried hard enough to keep our promises T

We have made HaShem angry at us; been ungrateful; intended to harm others (even
if we didn't); wasted time; delayed paying wages; called others derogatory nicknames...

We have clowned around about matters that we should have treated ug‘?
seriously; we have ridiculed good people; we've joked about things, which N
prevents us from proper T'shuva because we don't take things seriously enough

We have - not learned Torah properly; worn Shaatnez; not been kind & charitable; not been
meticulous about mitzvot & halacha; not been scrupulous in our dealings with others...

We have rebelled; defied G-d's will; sinned because of incomplete faith 13797
We have held others back from doing mitzvot; not behaved properly in business... T

We have angered G-d (so to speak) by disregarding His mitzvot, etc. 98N]

We violated promises and vows; took revenge and bore grudges; benefited from
this world without brachot; were lazy in Torah learning and service of HaShem...

We have turned away, ignored our responsibilities to G-d (and fellows) 99990

We have turned from Jewish customs; contradicted our parents or Torah
authorities; dealt with contraband; forgiven others in word, but not in our hearts...

We have been perverse and have sinned because of perverted reasoning; 13°9%
we have deliberately sinned to gratify our desires T

We have been falsely modest; a burden to our spouse;
we were insensitive to orphans & widows; we have violated (minor) prohibitions...

We have acted wantonly; denied the validity of (some) mitzvot; we ’IJVU)B
basically believe in G-d & Torah, but have disregarded a specific mitzva T - T

We have rejected the Yoke of Heaven; we were afraid to reproach someone;
we turned our hearts to idleness; we opened someone else's mail; we lacked fear of sin...
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We have persecuted others; caused suffering; been callous to others 9399%
We have distressed our family members; we put our needs before G-d's... o

We have been stubborn; we have refused to see G-d's Hand in ;-Ij'y :uvw'7
life; we have ignored or denied that what happens in this world < ol
is not chance, but G-d's Will

We have been jealous of others; been stingy with Tzedaka, read improper books;

listened to and accepted Lashon HaRa; not been careful with Kriyat Sh'ma...

We have been wicked; done sins that are particularly identified with ’lJS?'(Z}ﬁ
wickedness, such as hitting others, stealing, planning to sin T - T

We have pursued honor; quarreled for no good reason; ran after temptations...

We have corrupted our character; been arrogant; extremely angry; unnw'
vulgar - sins which affect one's character s

We have - lied; forgotten G-d and our commitment to Him; were silent when we
should have objected; gloated over another's misfortune; hated others; squandered
physical & spiritual energies...

We have been abominable; have become loathsome to G-d; 13290
immorality; idolatry; haughtiness; anger s
We have desired sinful things; belittled the Torah,; we did not take the opportunity

to repent; were not careful with our Tfilin; were sloppy with davening...

We have strayed; drifted further away from G-d 19°9 0
rather than getting closer to Him ol

You have let us go astray (we lost the merit to have Your help); 1IYPYN
we have misused freedom of choice for ourselves and others CETRT

In summary... We have veered from Your ToBYAN  PDI¥HAN 1110
mitzvot and good rules, and that hasn't been v s L
worth it at all. We acknowledge that Your | DX A1 MY N‘T! ,2°29017
judgments against us are just, because You act | 5 31by xag D3 by Takh
truthfully and we have brought evil upon i vt T T W
ourselves. (Nonetheless, please forgive us... SAVWAT IR DPWY NN

What can we say to You, G-d; You know everything; nothing is hidden before You...
nipoan 72 X9 ,oopnw 123w 97a0 2031 mY ,0in 2w I KY 7n
53 woin PR o7 93 *N0 NINIPYNY ,07IY °17 Y7 IPKR Y790 PR NIy
“TPY T3 001 PR, A 02Y1 127 PR 271 NPY3 123,103 >
Therefore, may it be Your will that You forgive, pardon, and atone our many sins...
J1DRYI 93 DYy 1Y nPonY ,Irniar R TR ‘7,770 13¥7 %70 1929
APYWYD 93 By 919799007 ,93° 0923y 92 B 317 Drnn
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After summarizing, we once again use an alphabetical format (this time, a double
alphabetical arrangement) to enumerate a multitude of sins. And once again, the custom is
to strike the heart (left side of the chest) for each AL CHEIT...

For the sin that we have sinned before You... (repeated for each)

accidentally (or under duress) and willingly - even when we
don't mean to sin, we still must repent, for it indicates a lack in us that
we sinned. How much more so, when it is intentional

PID7 INLAY KOO PY
;79727 DIND

through hardness of the heart - refusing to admit that we might be

T30 3IRLOY XV PP

wrong often results in sin. We have to be more humble... a5 7R3
through ignorance - lack of Torah learning results in doing the wrong | 72305 3axvwW Xwn Yy
thing. Rather than plead ignorance, we must strive for greater S SO
knowledge ,ﬂi_?'lf ’1733

with words - many sins, especially related to misuse of the power of
speech, such as flippant oaths, cursing, gossip. We must be more careful
of what emerges from our lips...

T30 1IRLOY RV PV
DD2W 123

in public or in private - sins in public are potential Chilul HaShem;
sins in private often indicate fear of what others will think, but a
disregard for what G-d thinks. Negative either way.

327 ROV XN Y
NP2 *1933

through immorality - this includes a wide variety of sins and includes
the sins themselves as well as that which a person does that causes lust
and leads to the more serious sins...

T397 RVOY KU 7YY
,NiMY %1732

with harsh speech - generally, this refers to misuse of the power of
speech in all forms; specifically, it refers to speaking harshly to someone
and unjustly hurting his/her feelings.

TR 1INPIY KU oY
.79 77272

with knowledge and deceit - refers to using our knowledge
in order to deceive and take advantage of others.
Also includes deceiving ourselves.

TID7 1INVAY KO 7Y
137023 NYTA

through thoughts - this includes fantasizing about sin; such thoughts
are the root of sin and also interfere with Torah learning and davening.
"l was ONLY thinking about..." is no excuse.

TR 1INPIY KU 7Y
.27 1372

through wronging a fellow - deceiving, taking advantage of a friend,
etc,; also refers to unfair treatment in business

T327 1RLOY RV 7YY
»¥7 DRI

by insincere confession - T'shuva must be "in your mouth and

in your heart, to do..." Let our words motivate us to sincere repentance
and let our sincere repentance be accompanied

by proper VIDUI (VIDUI can start or 'cap' the T'shuva process)

T307 INLAY XN 7Y
.18 71772

in immoral gatherings - being part of a group whose conversations
are improper can easily lead one astray.
"But everyone else was there!" is not a reason or excuse

T397 1RLAY KOO 7YY
N7 NPV

willfully and carelessly - even when we did not mean to sin,
we have what to repent - we should have been more careful, etc.

P07 1RLAY KOO 7Y
133023 73772

by belittling parents (incl. in-laws!) and teachers - this is not only
something we do or say, but even something we think. It all is wrong
and it threatens the strength of the Chain of Tradition.

P57 1INLOY XTI 7Y
,071923 0137 Pr712
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by exercising power - it is wrong to use one's power to intimi- date

T30 1NNV KU Oy

feature of humans. And, foolish speech often leads to action.

others; one must not arrogantly act superior over others. )70 PThB
through desecration of G-d's Name - includes major Chilul :Is_]g'p 1URVAY RO P
HaShem as well as relatively minor acts which cause a lowering AN ,7 b ’
of the respect for G-d or Torah in the eyes of others. Qw3 277 ﬂﬂ
through foolish speech - "why do we say stupid things?" One TI0Y 1IRLAY KOO SY
has to repent this too, since speech is such a precious & powerful o 'l'-.'; I'NWDUJ

through impure lips - this is one of several references to improper
speech; in this case, the subject is vulgar language
and cursing.

P07 RLIY KO 7
,0°NDW NXHL2

with the Evil Inclination - we sometimes fail to fight our
Yeitzer HaRa - rather flirt with it, then give in to it and follow it.

T30 1INOY KU oY
VU7 1503

knowingly and unknowingly - we want to repent even sins that we
are unaware of having done. Also, sins against others who may or may
not know what we've said about or done to them.

T30 Py Xy oy
0°y79 X923 YT

377982 ,317 D 137 170 ,Ninh0 Fi5K 072 Dy

For all of these sins, G-d of Forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, atone for us.

(These are different levels of forgiveness - commentators disagree concerning the terminology. Basically, we ask
G-d to forgive what we've done, not to punish us for it, not to even hold a sin against us, and to completely erase it,
as if we never did it. Some suggest that S'LACH is to forgive, but not necessarily to forget. M'CHAL is more - maybe

like forgiven & forgotten.)

by yielding to bribery - monetary bribery as well as flattery with
ulterior motives are insidious to honest dealings among people. Bribery
and flattery can blind one and cause a multitude of sins

in their wakes.

T357 1ROV Ku1 vy
.Y N33

through denial and false promises - we have not been honest,
neither with G-d nor with our fellow human beings.

Remember: this need not be a chronic condition, we must repent even
the minor instances of dishonestly. "I'm basically honest, but..." Not
good either.

T397 NRVOY XU O
27227 W23

with Lashon HaRa - another misuse of the power of speech.

A particularly serious sin because it often results in permanent damage
to a person's reputation, even when groundless.

"But it's true" is not an acceptable excuse for Lashon HaRa.

Neither is "l was only joking".

T30 MRPNY XN Yy
Y3 1092

through fooling around - not taking someone's reproach of us
seriously, laughing it off, will impede T'shuva. Ridiculing others, joking
at someone else's expense are serious offenses.

T397 NRVOY KO W
7i%72
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in business - business ethics and proper behavior in the market place
are just as much a part of Halacha as is fasting on Yom Kippur or
keeping Shabbat. Extra warning: these kinds of sin often involve Chilul
HaShem and are often disregarded by many

TID7 1NVAY KVD VY
NfalaRERN Ak

with food & drink - one should not pat himself on the back for
keeping kosher; one needs to carefully answer the question: "Am | as
careful and as strict as | ought to be?" Included in this sin are not making
brachot properly, sloppy benching, careless washing for meals, poor
table manners, gluttony, stinginess with guests...

T307 1IRLIY KOO 7YY
MY 2283

through interest and extortion - taking or paying interest on
personal loans is forbidden. Besides the sin, it causes one to become
hard-hearted.

T30 1IRLOY RV 2y
"2 W13

through haughtiness - arrogance is a particularly reprehensible
character trait. We must repent sins that result from it as well as work on
ridding ourselves of this negative characteristic.

P30%7 1RLIY KOO PP
7973 novIa

with prying eyes - this includes looking at forbidden things, invasion
of privacy of others, expressing disapproval of others
with a raised eyebrow

TID7 MNVAY KVD VY
JY Mpwa

with idle chatter - yet another expression of the misuse of speech.
Here it can refer to davening and benching without kavana, as well as
pointless and time-wasting conversation.

T397 RVNY KU 7YY
APpinSt M3

with haughty eyes - looking down at others. This is parallel to
the earlier reference to haughtiness, a particularly negative trait.

T397 1RPIY KV 7Y
N7 o°ya

with brazenness - acting without shame and a bit of natural
embarrassment is a contributory factor to a host of other sins

P30%7 1RLAY KOO PV
IS NIV
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in throwing off the Yoke - we exist to learn Torah, perform
mitzvot, and be good people. Many sins come from shirking our
responsibilities.

TID7 1INVAY KVD YV
7Y N*103

in judgment - refers to sins of unfair judgment, in the formal

T397 RYNY KU oY)

courtroom as well as in everyday life. It even refers to judging G-d. .nq’js'?gj
through entrapping a fellow - taking advantage of others, T307 1KLY XOD 7Y
manipulating people for our own purposes ol n'r-‘g:

through a begrudging eye - being jealous and stingy.
Finding excuses for not giving Tzedaka or being generous with
others. Not helping others.

T3D7 1IRLOY RV PP
QY DIX2

through lightheadedness - we are often frivolous. This is
especially inappropriate in shul and when learning Torah or
davening.

T307 NPV KOO 7Y
,WXT nibpa

with stubbornness - refusing to recognize that we might be
wrong. Not learning from experience. Not taking constructive
criticism. This is a major obstacle to T'shuva, and we must repent
this in order to repent other things too.

T397 RUNY KU 7YY
W Nrwp3
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with "licking one's lips".

enthusiastically - One must examine his wrongdoings and TI0Y 1IRVIY KUA 5y
see if there is the added sin of doing them with a smile or L L s

Y77 D231 NE2

by gossiping - The prohibition includes Lashon HaRa and character
assassination, but also includes telling tales with

no intention to hurt anyone. It is all too frequent that people .nI9°973
get hurt from plain gossip. s

T307 INLOY XU oYY

regard.

through vain oaths - swearing falsely or frivolously can damage
the underpinnings of interpersonal relationships as well as being a
serious lack of respect to G-d. One has to be extremely careful in this ,N"!W nyq:zp';

TR XYY XN 7Y

through baseless hatred - do you hate a person when you should
really be hating the wrong things that he does?. This distinction is

T307 IRV KU oYY

joined with others in evil.

crucial for the proper growth and development .03 nXIwa
of Klal Yisrael. GRS
in matters of "giving a hand" - we have been callous TI0% 1IRLIY RUA 5y

towards the needs of others. Also, we have sometimes

T NIWN2

through confusion - this refers to a diminished faith in G-d caused 0% 1IRLOY KWV 5P
by not seeing G-d's hand in everything and by doubting the validity R S
of the Torah and the authority of halacha.

.22% 1innng

3197992 ,927 Drm 937 90 ,Nineho 3K 072 By

After enumerating different kinds of sins, we ask for forgiveness of sins according to punishment & style:

For sins which would
require a sacrifice in the
Beit HaMikdash, then for
those which one gets
corporal or capital
punishment from Beit
Din or penalties from
Heaven.

Then we mention sins of
commission and
omission, sins we know
about and those of which
we - but not G-d - are
unaware

129V 0775y 0721 1RY RLN PV
DRV D77y D370 IKY DRVIT 7YY
TP 121V 127 DY D02 XY DRV 1)

120 DYRYRT) DYR O72Y D727 XY DRYI 791
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Yom Kippur: Believe in
Teshuva and Believe in Jews

Western civilization generally views his-
tory as open-ended and evolutionary. The
future is unknown, shaped by human choic-
es and unfolding events. Judaism views
history very differently. History follows a
predetermined arc and, in a deeper sense, is
cyclical. It moves steadily toward a conclu-
sion that echoes its beginning: a perfected
world in which Hashem’s presence is fully
recognized and no longer contested by Man.
Our world is never static. History is always
coursing toward its destination, toward
what we call redemption, or geulah.

Yet an intriguing position cited in the
Gemara in Sanhedrin (97b) calls this inev-
itability into question. Rabbi Eliezer claims
that our final geulah depends upon teshu-
vah. If we perform teshuvah, we will be
redeemed; if we refuse to do so, redemption
will not come.

A CONDITIONAL REDEMPTION?

This position stems from a simple reading
of the end of Sefer Devarim. The tochachah
of Ki Tavo, which is generally understood as

W MazalTovto ¥
Elisheva & Paul Stadler

and family on the Bat Mitzvah
of their daughter, Aliza

describing our final galut, does not conclude
with an unconditional redemption or return
from exile. Instead, the resolution appears
only in Parshat Nitzavim, which describes a
broad national teshuvah:
PROR N AV .92 BYNY) PROR N TY DIV
YR DY N0 ¥AR) 2Y) PN AMIY DK
MY PRIR N P0)

“You will return to Hashem your God and
listen to His voice... and Hashem your God
will restore your fortunes and have mercy
upon you, and He will return and gather
you from all the nations among which Hash-
em your God has dispersed you.”

Rabbi Eliezer reads this sequence liter-
ally. If we succeed in performing teshuvah,
we will be redeemed. If we do not, we will
remain in exile. This represents a dramatic
departure from our assumption that geulah
is the inevitable terminus of Jewish history.

TESHUVAH AS PROPHECY

Astonishingly, the Rambam adopts Rabbi
Eliezer’s position that final geulah depends
upon prior teshuvah. Yet he understands that
position very differently. He reads the pasuk
not merely as a condition for redemption but
as a prophecy that this condition will even-
tually be fulfilled. In the seventh perek of
Hilchot Teshuvah, the Rambam asserts:
NVN MWYY HRIY PHow NN 1NN 7123

68 TORAH TIDBITS 1678 / HA'AZINU - YOM KIPPUR - SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH



ORI T M2 MDA

“The Torah has already promised that at
the end of their exile, Israel will ultimately
perform teshuvah, and immediately they
will be redeemed.”

Structurally and logically, the Rambam
agrees with Rabbi Eliezer. Final geulah must
be preceded by teshuvah. But the Rambam
adds that this national teshuvah has already
been promised and will certainly occur. If
the teshuvah is assured, then the geulah that
follows it is assured as well.

By describing this verse not as a narrative
about a possible teshuvah that might lead to
geulah, but as a prophecy that this teshuvah
will certainly occur, the Rambam strength-
ens a conviction essential to teshuvah: our
faith that teshuva is actually possible. Addi-
tionally this Rambam reshapes how we
view the Jewish people and their future.

THE LEAP OF FAITH

Teshuvah is not obvious. It requires a leap
of faith. Will HaKadosh Baruch Hu really for-
give even the most grievous sins? The Mid-
rash describes Adam meeting his son Kayin
after Kayin had murdered his brother Hevel.
Adam asks what became of his punishment,
and Kayin responds that he performed teshu-
vah and that his sentence was mitigated.
Adam is stunned. He had never imagined
the possibility of teshuvah. He had simply
accepted his own fate and left Gan Eden. It
never occurred to him that he could repent
and recover from his sin. Teshuvah was nev-
er self-evident to mankind. What happened
had happened, and there was little reason
to believe that a person could turn back the
clock and somehow rewrite his story.

Dovid HaMelech confronted this skep-
ticism about tehsuva in a remarkably per-
sonal way. Confronting his own failures, he
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opened his heart and, with painful candor,
exposed the inner landscape of his teshuvah,
as mortifying as that disclosure must have
been. He understood his role as teaching
us that teshuvah is possible and thereby
strengthened our faith in its power.

That faith was not always easy to sum-
mon. The prophets of the First Beit HaMik-
dash repeatedly pleaded with us to return.
Some were stubborn, refusing to acknowl-
edge that they had sinned and rejecting
any criticism of their behavior. Others rec-
ognized their failures but despaired of the
possibility of return. They could imagine
sin, but they could not imagine recovery.
Teshuvah demands faith that Hashem has
granted us this extraordinary gift: that fail-
ure need not be final and that even after we
have fallen, a path back remains open.

FAITH IN OURSELVES

Teshuvah demands faith not only in Hash-
em, but in ourselves. Have we fallen too far
to recover? Perhaps our sins have poisoned
us so much that we are no longer capable of
returning. It takes great faith in the inner

% Mazel Tovto *
Arlene Friedson Saslow
and family on the engagement
of her grandson
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virtue and nobility of man to believe that no
matter how deeply we have fallen, recovery
remains possible.

The Gemara in Chagigah (15a) tells of
Elisha ben Avuyah, known as Acher, the
great scholar who abandoned his faith
and descended into apostasy. He heard a
heavenly voice, a Bat Kol, proclaiming: niv
aNAn yin 0'aav 0na — “Return, wayward
children, except for Acher.” He understood
the Bat Kol as declaring that everyone was
invited to perform teshuvah except for him.

Rabbi Soloveitchik explained that the Bat
Kol could not actually have excluded Elisha
ben Avuyah. That would contradict the very
premise of free will and teshuvah: every
person, no matter how far he has fallen,
retains the capacity to return. Even Yonah,
buried in the depths of the sea inside the
belly of the fish, still possessed a direct path
back to Hashem. The Bat Kol called every-
one to return. It was Elisha’s own despair
that added the words anxn yin — “except
for Acher.” He was so convinced that he
had fallen beyond recovery that he actually
heard himself being excluded from an invi-
tation that was addressed to everyone.

He had fallen so far that he could no lon-
ger believe in his own capacity for teshuvah.
Teshuvah therefore requires faith not only
that Hashem will accept us, but that some-
thing within us remains intact enough to
return.

BUILT INTO HISTORY

The Rambam’s prophecy strengthens both
forms of faith: faith in Hashem’s willingness
to accept our teshuva and faith in our own
capacity to achieve it. The very concept of
a prophecy about teshuva is surprising.
Teshuva is an expression of free will, while
nevu'ah realities that are destined to unfold.

How can a freely chosen act be guaranteed
in advance?

The message that emerges from the Ram-
bam is that these two ideas can somehow
coexist. Each individual retains complete
freedom to choose whether to perform
teshuva. Yet on the national level, the Jew-
ish people are destined to return. National
teshuva is somehow woven into the course
of Jewish history without eliminating the
freedom of any individual Jew.

That prophecy should strengthen our
own faith in teshuva. If teshuva is destined
to emerge from the Jewish people, then the
capacity for teshuva must already lie within
us. Teshuva is not an alien possibility that
we somehow have to manufacture. It draws
upon a deep human capacity for renewal
that Hashem has planted within us.

BELIEVE IN JEWS

But the prophecy of the Rambam speaks
not only about teshuvah. It also reveals a
crucial truth about the people destined to
perform it. At certain moments in history,
the prospect of national return may seem
remote, even implausible. Yet the endpoint
has already been foretold. Something will
awaken the Jewish heart, whether an inter-
nal stirring, an external jolt, or some com-
bination of the two, and turn it back toward
HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

If our return is guaranteed, then pro-
longed estrangement can never extinguish
our capacity to return. Something within
us survives distance and alienation and
remains capable of awakening. Believe in
Jews, the Rambam teaches us. Our return is
not merely a hope, but a part of the prophet-
ic trajectory of Jewish history.

FAITH IN A DIVIDED NATION

Today, our faith in the Jewish people is

70 TORAH TIDBITS 1678 / HA'AZINU - YOM KIPPUR - SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH



being challenged on a different front. We
are living through a deeply divided moment
in our history. We are immersed in sharp
and painful ideological debates, and the
coming election season will likely deepen
our polarization and harden our positions.
Our nation faces questions that appear
almost irreconcilable, while comprehen-
sive solutions remain elusive. Where are we
headed as a people?

This Rambam does not promise that
every national disagreement will somehow
disappear or that every political and social
question will find an easy resolution. But
he does teach us something profound about
how we are meant to view the Jewish peo-
ple. We must not judge our future solely by
our present condition. If we are asked to
believe in the seemingly improbable pros- g Z:fdd;:°ms
pect of a great national teshuvah, we should « High end finishes
also believe that our people can find a path g i;‘;f:rgyeus:‘ ir;arking
through the divisions that currently over- Price on Request
whelm us.

A people whose eventual spiritual return
is guaranteed possesses depths that are not
always visible at a particular moment in
history. We may not yet see how our divi-
sions will be resolved or where a common
path will emerge. But the Rambam asks us
to maintain faith in the people who must
eventually find it.

During this season of emunah, the Ram-
bam calls upon us to believe. Believe in
teshuvah. Believe in the Jewish people.
Believe in me. Believe in you. B
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In exploring Yirmiyahu’s inaugural prophe-
cy, the midrash draws a comparison between
Yirmiyahu and Moshe Rabbeinu. Both ini-
tially resisted their appointment as prophet,
claiming inability to perform the task
being assigned to them. The mid-
rash continues that they were
alike not only in their initial
response to their missions,
but in other ways as well -
both prophesied for forty
years, both prophesied to the
entire nation, not just one of the
two divided kingdoms, both were
persecuted by members of their own
tribe (Moshe by Korach and Yirmiyahu by
the people of Anatot), Moshe was thrown into
the river and Yirmiyahu into a pit, both were
saved and both offered words of rebuke.!

Yirmiyahu is compared by the midrash
to two other Neviim as well. The Mechilta
teaches that three prophets, Yirmiyahu, Eli-
yahu and Yonah, each adopted a different
stance with regard to their missions. Eliyahu
demanded the honor of the Father and not of
the son - he zealously defended the honor of
Hashem and could not tolerate the sinfulness

OPNN 1127 DVOIY NYID NYNY LIPY’ .1

MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

of the people, and was therefore stripped of
his mission, and instructed to hand responsi-
bility over to his student, Elisha.

Yonah demanded the honor of the son
but not of the Father - he tried to escape his
prophecy, willing even to die at sea rather
than fulfill his mission to Nineveh. If Yonah
were to succeed in his mission, bringing the
capital of the Assyrian empire to the point
of repentance, they would then be eligible to
serve as Hashem’s instrument of punishment
for Israel. Yonah preferred to forfeit his rela-
tionship with Hashem, even his life if
it came to it, rather than endanger
his beloved people.

Yonah was punished by the
loss of his prophetic ability;

Hashem no longer spoke to
him. Yirmiyahu, on the other

hand, achieved the perfect
balance between his love for
both Hashem and the people of
Israel. He admitted the people’s sin-
fulness, yet found ways to advocate for them.
For this his prophetic ability was strength-
ened. In this respect, the midrash puts Yirmi-
yahu on the same plane as Moshe Rabbeinu
and David HaMelech, who were similarly able
to balance rebuke with love and advocacy.?

While the first midrash compares Yirmi-
yahu to Moshe Rabbeinu in terms of the
circumstances they endured, the second is
a more profound reflection upon a personal
outlook. Yirmiyahu is one of the few proph-
ets to allow us more than a glimpse into his

N N2 NWID HRYNY’ "7 XNYON .2
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feelings toward his mission. We are privy to
his struggles and to his hopes, his love for his
G-d, his people and for Yerushalayim and the
Mikdash.

Rav Moshe Lichtenstein views the compar-
ison of the midrash differently. He argues
that while it’s true that Moshe and Yirmiya-
hu both initially resisted their appointments,
Yirmiyahu was easily appeased by Hashem’s
promise of reinforcement, while Moshe con-
tinued to argue. He suggests that the mission
of each was essentially different from the
other - Moshe was a prophet-leader, while
Yirmiyahu was to serve as Hashem’s “shofar”
- a mouthpiece to relay the word of Hashem to
the people. He was not sent to effect change,
rather to inform, to warn and to prepare. This
served to intensify Yirmiyahu’s inner struggle.
His loyalty to Hashem’s word was in constant
conflict with his desire to advocate for Yisrael
and Yerushalayim.?

It is significant that Yirmiyahu’s opening
prophecy concludes with words of com-
fort that still resound in our ears, as they
appear in Tefillat Musaf of Rosh HaShanah.
In the bracha of Zichronot, we ask Hashem
to remember, as He promised Yirmiyahu he
would, the kindness of our youth and the love
of our betrothal and commitment to Him as
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we willingly followed Him into the desert
without a thought as to how we would sur-
vive there. Only on the basis of this promise,
the promise of ultimate redemption, suggests
Rav Lichtenstein, was Yirmiyahu able to fulfill
his mission of rebuke. May we merit to listen
to the sound of the shofar during these auspi-
cious days, and hear the echo of the words of
the Neviim through Hashem’s “loudspeaker”,
begging us to return to Him with full hearts
so that He may forgive our sins and fulfill His
promise of redemption.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢

Endocrinologist-Diabetologist

Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562
Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100

Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

The Magic of
Yom Kippur

As1listened to the ba’al tefillah’s beautiful
niggunim during the repetition of Mussaf on
Rosh Hashana, I found myself dreaming.

Dreaming of Yom Kippur in the Beit
HaMikdash.

The Seder HaAvodah has been one of my
favorite Yom Tov experiences ever since I
first learned about it in high school. There is
something almost magical about watching the
Kohen Gadol move through that extraordi-
nary day: the precision and alacrity required
of him, the enormous responsibility resting on
his shoulders, the changing of his elaborate
and holy, simple linen clothings, the daily ser-
vices and korbanot alongside the special Yom
Kippur offerings.

Yom Kippur has always been my favorite
day of the year.

For one day, we spend our time intimately
with Hashem. We dress in white. We become
angelic. The distractions of the physical world
recede. Nothing else matters.

And at the end of it all, we have the possibil-
ity of coming out beautifully clean.

The red thread turned white!

Atoned and Purified. What an extraordi-
nary gift.

We have been forgiven. nnun 'n 194!

A fresh slate.

And then the Kohen Gadol emerges from

the Kodesh HaKodashim—alive!

His face is glowing.

Our prayer captures the moment in the
unforgettable words of |n> nxn:
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“How magnificent was the Kohen Gadol
when he emerged from the Holy of Holies in
peace, unharmed.”

The piyut goes on to describe him with
images of light and the celestial: n»20 25155
DYND PIN DRS1D 0°I93 ...N71 91233, Like
a shining star on the eastern horizon, like
flashes of lightning emerging from the radi-
ance of the heavenly beings.

I could almost see him.

The excitement. The joy. The relief. The
radiance.

Forget all the scientific and psychological
terminology of manifestation and visualiza-
tion. There is something deeply Jewish about
simply envisioning the end goal.

This was a pivotal mussaf for me. The
moment of transformation, really.

Erev Rosh Hashana morning began with a
very different, heavy feeling.

What will this year bring? More war and
loss? Sickness or health? Will it be the year of
Eternal joy and Peace? What awaits us? Will
it be a year of life and goodness?

Shortly thereafter, word came of the pass-
ing of my dear friend, Shira Schijveschuuder.

We went to her funeral at noon on Erev
Rosh Hashana. For an hour and a half, hun-
dreds of us listened to a mussar shmuess (in
the form of hespedim) more powerful than
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anything even the greatest rabbi could have
prepared.

Through brain surgeries, chemotherapy,
radiation, hospitalizations and unimaginable
challenges, Shira had trained herself to see the
beauty. To focus on the gifts. On kindness. On
gratitude. She literally cloaked herself in grat-
itude—with love and laughter and genuine
concern for others.

I left feeling that we had gained another
powerhouse defender in Shamayim ahead of
Judgement Day.

From that funeral, our entire immediate
family went to Har Herzl to spend time with
Binyamin, including our newest few week old
granddaughter, Hodaya Liora. (Yes, named
to thank Hashem for His kindnesses and
blessings)

We prayed. We cried. We sang.

And we were not alone. Other families were
also at the cemetery visiting their loved ones a
couple of hours ahead of Yom HaDin.

I felt a little more prepared. A little more
confident.

Then came the Zichronot section of Mussaf.

And as I read those words, I found myself
almost “reminding” Hashem.

Hashem, remember the sacrifices families
have made for Am Yisrael.

Remember the plethora of unbelievable
chessed initiatives that have emerged from
these difficult years.

Remember the people who are volunteering
to live with discomfort and danger on farms
in order to protect the people and the Land.

Remember Shira’s husband and children,
who came to shul for Rosh Hashana tefillot
barely 24 hours after her passing.

Look at how many people are sick, pained,
troubled, and grieving and still placing their
faith in You, Hashem.

Hashem, do I need to “remind” You how
incredible Your children are??

And that’s when I started dreaming of Yom
Kippur and the Seder haAvodah.

Elul, Selichot and Rosh Hashana were only
the beginning of this process.

The stage has been set.

The parameters have been established.

Now comes the intimate part.

The mending and improving of my person-
al relationship.

That is this week.

And then comes Yom Kippur—the precious,
holiest day.

Our own journey into the Kodesh
HaKodashim.

We can imagine what it feels like for our
sins to be transformed, for our slate to be
wiped clean, for the Kohen Gadol to emerge
radiant and for the entire nation to breathe
again.

And perhaps that is part of the magic of
Yom Kippur.

We are given permission to dream of the
ending.

To believe that forgiveness is possible.

To believe that transformation is within
reach.

To believe that after everything we have
carried into this year, we can walk out lighter.

Cleaner. Closer.

LN APINT KDY 1 X°D NNYDI RY

Itis not beyond us. It is not too far away.

The Kodesh HaKodashim is closer than we
think. m

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

A Return
In Uman

On Rosh Chodesh Av, I was in Uman with
my husband.

We had traveled to Ukraine to daven at the
Kivrei Tzadikim. It had been an intense year,
and both of us felt the need for a journey to
nourish our souls and
give us strength for the
year ahead.

I think I also needed to
wash myself free of the
accumulated weight of a
year of treatments, anx-
iety, and all the ways ill-
ness can wear on the soul.

It was six in the morn-
ing. I had just finished -

FLYING ELAL? -
CHECK WITH US S
BEFORE YOUBOOKI ™ >

RATES AS LOW AS: 73— -
NYC MIA LAX
$925 $1050 $1100

holylandflights@gmail.com

Kever of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov

davening and opened my Tehillim when, sud-
denly, a wave of emotion rose up in me.

The whole year came rushing back. The
uncertainty. The fear. The sadness. The

YOM KIPPUR

questions. The thoughts I had carried quietly
for months.

And the floodgates opened.

Iran to the Tziyun and collapsed against it,
crying. Not graceful tears. Sloppy tears. Heav-
ing sobs.

I poured everything out.

To Rebbe Nachman.

Because he had invited me to.

Rebbe Nachman’s Torah makes space for
coming to Hashem exactly as we are: bro-
ken, frightened, angry,
ashamed, carrying
thoughts and feelings we
wish we didn’t have.

It’s the deepest kind-
ness, to know that we
do not have to clean
ourselves up before we
come. We can bring it all.
The dark. The painful.
The parts of ourselves
we do not understand.

Rebbe Nachman teaches again and again
that there is always a way back.

995 071 VIN DWW PR

There is no despair in the world.

Not because there isn’t pain, but because
that isn’t the end of the story.

Rebbe Nachman’s Torah has often felt to me
like a life-saving net—something that catches
you when you fall and gives you the strength
to stand again.

So, I cried.

And Ilet myself believe that I could be held.

Slowly, the tears quieted. My breathing
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changed. I returned to my seat and wiped my
face.

I felt emptied out in the best possible way.
Cleansed.

As though I had finally been able to put
down something I had been carrying for far
too long.

And with that came a new understanding
of the pasuk:

20 NV YN NO

We often hear these words as instructions
for how to behave. But sitting there in Uman,
they felt like an invitation into a process.

First, make space.

First, let go.

First, allow what is weighing you down to
leave.

And then there can be room for the tov.

I opened my Tehillim again.

Dovid HaMelech’s heartbreakingly beau-
tiful words filled the space my tears had
cleared. They soothed me.

I sat there in wonder at how much better I
felt. T had not solved anything. And yet some-
thing inside me had shifted.

About an hour later, a cleaning lady entered
the ohel.

I watched as she sprayed cleanser onto the
plastic covering the kever and, section by sec-
tion, wiped it clean.

And something inside me smiled.

In that moment, with my heart still raw and
newly opened, it felt like something more.

As if, section by section, she was wiping my
slate clean.

I felt as though Hashem was accepting my
tears as a teshuva offering. A sense of calm
came over me.

Teshuva does not mean pretending the past
year was easy. It does not mean convincing
myself that I had no fears and no questions.

It means bringing all of that to Hashem and
believing that He will hold it.

Coming back to Him again and again. And
believing that the dark parts don’t define us.

Coming back with everything we have been
carrying.

And trusting that when we finally place it
down, Hashem is there.

Wiping the slate clean, and making room
for us to begin again. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around Israel,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.
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n] Shabbat Shuva Drasha
L Erev Yom Kippur in Sura:
Talmudic Wisdom

Wishing our for the Days of Awe

OU Israel
Community
a Chag Sameach.

Please note most community shiurim
will resume after Sukkot.

Shabbat Shuva Sept. 19
Mincha 4:45 PM Followed by Drasha

MOTHER-DAUGHTER
PRE-SUKKOT EVENT

Events taking place in multiple

locations around Israel!
SPOMNSORED BY RACHEL GEDAMNSKI IN MEMORY OF »p»u TTI1v INIEM N2 DD

"'i;l_loﬁ'ler-Dal.lg'itéE""*- Mini-Shiur h 4 Kahoot .
\ Chavruta Learning Competition

« Maaleh Adumim - Mitzpe Neve 80/3 - Sunday, Sapt. &
Yerushalayim [Rameot- Ramatayim Tzofim) - Tuesday, Sept, 15
Carmei Gat - Carmei Tzion- Tuesday, Sept. 15
Yerushalayim (Baka Matnas) -Wednesday, Sept. 14
Kiryat Moshe (Matnas, 27 Nijara 5t) - Wednesday, Sept. 14
Efrat (Muipm lilxmouuh) Tinurnduy, Sept. 17, 7:15 PM

« Chashmonaim (Rimon Shul) -Tuvesday, Sept. 22
Madi‘in (Kehillat Darchei Tzion) - Tuesday, Sept. 22
Beit Shemesh (Menorat Hamaor) -W’adnesdur, Sept. 23
Netanya (Hartum 30) - Wednesday, Sept. 23
Rechovot [Enil I'.‘Ilﬂham]— Wadnesday, Sept. 23
Pardes Chana (Clal Yisrael)- Wednesda
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Dedicated by Miriam Marcus
in memory of her beloved father,
Mordechai ben Yehoshua Zvi 2’|
on his 62nd Yartzheit, 11 Tishrei

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and
Herbert & Leonore Shulman, zichronam livracha

Dedicated by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger
L'ilui nishmat
Yonatan Mordechai ben Elisha Tzadok Halevi
z'l

Sponsored by Rabbi Steve & Kim Ettinger for a
refuah shelema for: Yoel Yitzchak ben Payah
Leah and Levi Dov ben Tova Chaya

Dedicated by Barry Michaelsin loving memory of
his wife, parents and brother
Sarah Malka bat Shmuel a”’h
Arieh ben Yaakov z”I
Fraydel bat Aharon a”h, David Ben Arieh 2”I

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2026 - 2027 academic year
by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David 2"l
'7°T N{727 NALI VNN DANAN 2 7TIN DN
N’V 7TN QIR QY AN N2 A'h nAY

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNnwa "17'v7
7°T P77 12 27T 2"V N'TANA DA NN

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'lui nishmat: Daniel ben David and
Limud bat Avraham Strauss, and

Mordechai ben Moshe and
Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus,
zichronam livracha, parents of

Judy & Menachem Marcus

Sponsored for the 2025 -2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of their beloved
daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist a”’h - 2"V [n'7T N2 NP0 VAW'7X

Dedicated
2"V DNNAX N2 0D NNWA 17'W7
'7’T Aan'7wW ]2 210 DI

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by Rabbi Michael & Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

To sponsor a shiur
contact Josh Churney
054-281-4604 or donate online:
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/
ou-israel-center/

Please Note:
TT Issue Advertising Deadline

Issue #1679 (October 9-10) Bereshit
» Monday AM October 5

Call or email Ita Rochel
02-560-9125 | ttads@ouisrael.org

A small Sefer Torah with its
own Aron Kodesh is available
to shiva houses or for any
other necessary occasion on
a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch
0545513173
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INSPIRED TEENS. TOMORROW'S LEADERS.

5786
A YEAR IN REVIEW

A YEAR OF GROWTH, CONNECTION, & IMPACT.

- <Y
j» o

7504

UNIQUE TEENS ENGAGED
t|’1roug|’1 NCSY Israel and

Chai programming cJuring the year
(34% growth over last year's 560
participants)

aeia
",\

A=

EDUCATIONAL
RECORDED ATTENDANCE PROGRAMS & EVENTS

representing a 15% increase over ) ) )
delivered nation wide

last year's 2,678 attendances

o
w =¥
&
&

s.d 17
AVERAGE PARTICIPANTS AT
REGIONAL LATTE & LIMUD FUNDRAISING GROWTH
Eac|’1 mont|'1, teens gat|’1er {or an
open Torah discussion—connecting
timeless Torah to real life.

LARGEST SHABBATON IN
NCSY ISRAEL HISTORY
with 300+ teens and staff

participating at the Kfar Etzion
Regional Shabbaton.

t|'\roug|'1 our upreaching
campaign. |ncreasing from

$205,000 to $240,000.

PARTNER WITH US
FOR 5787

>

)
5%
of teens said
NCSY lsrael
he|pec| them build

meaningFu|
re|ationships.

o,

90%
of teens said
NCSY lsrael

strengtl‘nened their

connection to
Judaism.

8%

of teens said
NCSY lsrael
strengthened
their sense of
l)e|onging in Israel.

87%

of teens said
NCSY lsrael
increased their

confidence.
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Mrs. Avital
Gaswirth

Additional
speakers and
musical hallel!

Monday, October 12th
9:15am - 1:00 pm

Beit Midrash Torani Leumi
5 Reuven Street

50 NIs,

Mrs. Atara Brunch will be served

Starr

Full Schedule and Registration at:

ouisrael.org/events/cheshvan2026bs

THURSDAY, OCT. 8

v

Buses leaving from Yerushalayim and Beit Shemesh!
See the website for times and pickup locations
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Women'’s Seminar in Yerushalayim

ZEMIRA OZAROSK RABBI ANTHONY MANNING  AVITALGASTWIRTH  RABBI JOHNNY SOLOMON

Diractor, OU lsroel Women's Division

day, October 11~ BeitKnesset Hanasi 50 shekel
915am-1:00pm  Ussishkin 24 includes brunch

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/cheshvan2026

FRONTIJNE

Support

Meaning | Mentorship | Connection

ARE YOU AN ENGLISH SPEAKING SOLDIER?
Grow Perconally. Serve Meaningfully.
AR

Comum'ty Evente
Join a Community of Powerful Shabbatons
Like-Minded Soldiers and Inspiring Events
”ﬂ-:_a' :@Z Sean to Regivter
Mentorghip ”

Meaning
Bring Deeper Meaning
into your Service

Personalized Mentorship
Reated in Torah & IDF
Experience

For Mere Tnformation Contact Bav Jan 053-325-5123 & frontline@ouisrael.org
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Aliyah Lakever will take place on the 1* Yahrtzeit of
Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt”]
Tuesday, October 6 (25 Tishrei) at 5:00pm
at Har Hamenuchot
Gush Mem, Chelka Zayin, Row Tet

SIYUM
Later that evening at 7:00pm,
Rabbanit Miriam Hauer is hosting an evening of Siyumim
in memory of her dear son Rav Moshe Hauer zt”’]
in the hall of Hazvi Yisrael Shul (Chovevei) - Chovevei Zion 14

0] OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for ofim and their families across Israel

+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

*+ Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across lsrael

* Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple ®]37[E]
For more information Josh Churney: C [w] =
joshc@ouisrael.org SLAN ME

OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP | 054-281-4604
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Yeshurun Central Synagogue, The Jerusalem Great Synagogue &
OU Israel proudly present

N0 NIYD PNPY

Gales lo a Greal |
New Year

Annual Shabbat Shuva Drasha given by i

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb :.

Executive Vice President Emeritus, Orthodox Union f

A

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, 44 King George Street | @

Shacharit at 8.15 AM | Followed by a Light Kiddush ' n] %
Jhe

Drasha at 11.00 AM it

Shabbat Shuva Parshat Haazinu
September 19 2026 | 8th Tishrei 5787

www.ouisrael.org

Tora
U
A BIG Thank You

OU Israel extends a huge thank you and 'hakarat hatov' to the Torah
Tidbits distribution team and to the many amazing volunteers who
help bring Torah Tidbits to communities throughout the country.

Without your care, concern, commitment, and often great efforts,
we would never be able to reach the tens of thousands of people
who enjoy and benefit from Torah Tidbits each Shabbat!
May Hashem bless you in the coming year with good health and happiness!

May we disseminate the uplifting Torah and chizuk that
Torah Tidbits provides with even more communities , families,
and individuals in the coming year, with the help of Hashem.

Shana Tova, and thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
OUlsrael
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ISRAEL INTERNSHIPS

THANK YOU TO OUR INTERNSHIP PARTNERS

This summer, 90 NCSY Summer Next Step teens had the opportunity to step into

the professional world, explore their passions, and gain meaningful, hands-on

experiences across Israel. None of this would have been possible without the

incredible organizations, businesses, professionals, and individuals who opened
their doors and welcomed our teens.

Thank you for investing in the next generation, sharing your expertise, and giving
our teens the opportunity to learn, grow, and discover their potential.

OUR PARTNERS

® Shalva
* Goatz

® Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Labs e OTE Connect

* Israel Antiquities Authority
® The Jerusalem Post

® Bruriya Haritan Wedding Gown
Design
® Hadas Manor Bridal

o The Jerusalem Institute for
Strategy and Security

® Jerusalem Center for Applied
Policy

® ABZ Law Office

® Metzilot Mazon
Jerusalem Food Rescuers

e TPS-IL: Inside the Global
Newsroom

* SixDof Space
¢ Pninat Shloshet Havot Nursing
Home

o Decker, Pex Levi Law firm
® Novocom Advanced IT Solutions
e Pizza Hut Culinary

Summee

SUMmeER

gl

¢ Shimoff Azoulay - Law Firm
* Jerusalem Media Group

® 3D in the Palm of Your Hand
(7 922 T’ NbN)

* Al Zeh Digital

* Pearl Manor Capital

® Moore Connected Communications
¢ Dr. Kowalsky Dental Clinic

® Yaron Catane Law Firm

* Mekabetz

Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

e Biblical Museum of
Natural History

® Assistex

® Yad Sarah Work Shop

e Bioled Eco Light Systems Ltd
¢ OU Israel Youth Centers

® Moran Shmuelof
Communications and Productions

Interested in joining our growing network
of internship hosts?

Contact Rachel at rachel@israeldestination.co.il to learn how your company can be
part of NCSY Summer’s Next Step 2027.

U rootpne /; Next Step

wmwe

RAEL INTERNSHIPS =0

Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

® Dr. Amir Shemer
Azrieli College Electronic Engineering

¢ LimpiBot
Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

® Buuhoo
Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

® ScreenSavvy
Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

o Adv. Assaf Hasson -
Tax and Private Wealth
Management

® Yomtovian Real Estate &
Al Automation

e Justice Fund

® Professor Josh Lerner
Harvard Business School

* DAR

Azrieli College AtoBe Accelerator

® Global Construction Tech
® Shaare Zedek Hospital

P

Lo
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GUEST CONTRIBUTOR

Halachot of
Dwelling in
the Sukkah

INTRODUCTION
One of the most central mitzvot of Sukkot
is the mitzvah to dwell in the sukkah. The
Torah states that one should dwell in sukkot
for seven days (Vayikra 23:42), and Chazal
understand that our dwelling in the sukkah
commemorates either Hashem’s protecting us
with the Clouds of Glory or the actual sukkot
that Hashem provided for us in the wilderness
after leaving Egypt (Sukkah 11b; see Shulchan
Aruch [S.A.], Orach Chaim [0.C.] 625:1). In the
rest of this article, we will summarize many
of the key halachot concerning the proper
fulfillment of this precious mitzvah. Readers
are also welcome to contact the author at oza-
rowsk@gmail.com with questions.
BEFORE SUKKOT
Some are particular to begin building the

EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES
CAESAREA: 1,400 sqm GILO: Private villa / 4-unit

corner lot « 400 sqm built building

6 rooms « Pool « Huge Elevator « Private parking
den. Near synagog P ic Jerusalem views

18MILS 9.9M ILS

OLD KATAMON: 173 sqm,
7 rooms, 70 sqm sukkah  for lease

balconies. Ideal for institutions &
Potential split: 5BR + 2BR  organizations

7.85M ILS

BAKA: New entire building

—

FELLU I EAM =

sukkah on Motzai Yom Kippur (Rema, O.C.
624:5), i.e., Monday night this year. Ideally,
one should try to build the sukkah on the day
after Yom Kippur (Mishnah Berurah [M.B.]
625:2). By Erev Sukkot, one should ensure
the sukkah is complete and kosher (Piskei
Teshuvot 651:1).

In order to have an appetite to fulfill the
mitzvah of sukkah properly on the first night
of Sukkot, one should not eat bread or other
grain products after the tenth halachic hour
(approximately 3:30 pm in Israel this year),
similar to Erev Pesach (M.B. 639:27; Chazon
Ovadia, Sukkot p.121). According to many
poskim, one may eat small amounts of bread
or grain products after this time (R. Asher
Weiss, cited by R. Moshe Harari, Mikraei
Kodesh, Sukkot, 9:77 and n.237). Some Sep-
hardim are strict from halachic midday (Ben
Ish Chai, Ha’azinu 3). Other foods may be
eaten, but one should not become overly full
(M.B. 471:3).

FIRST NIGHT OF SUKKOT

Before the meal begins on Friday night, the
first night of Sukkot, it is customary to invite
the “Ushpizin” (holy guests, beginning with
Avraham) before Kiddush. The same is done
on each subsequent night of Sukkot (Zohar,
Emor; Piskei Teshuvot 643:1). Many have the
custom to recite Shalom Aleichem and Eish-
et Chayil, like on every other Shabbat. Kid-
dush for Yom Tov is then recited, including
Vayechulu and the references for Shabbat in
the second beracha. This is followed by the
beracha of leishev basukkah and then She-
hechiyanu (S.A. 643:1).
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We will discuss below that men are obligat-
ed in the mitzvah of sukkah, while women
are exempt because it is a timebound mitz-
vah. On the first night, there is an obligation
for men to eat in the sukkah, while on the
rest of Sukkot, there is no independent obli-
gation to enter the sukkah if one is not eating
there. Therefore, men, to whom the obli-
gation applies, must eat at least a k’zayit of
bread on the first night (approximately 28 cc,
though some require more, as by matzah on
Pesach), and preferably a k’beitza (approx-
imately 55-60 cc), in the sukkah (S.A. 639:3;
M.B. 639:22). The k’zayit should ideally be
eaten within four minutes (Piskei Teshuvot
639:13; Mikraei Kodesh 9:67), though some
permit eating continuously at any pace, even
lechatchila (R. Yaakov Ariel, cited in Oholei
Halacha, Sukkot, p.115; Peninei Halacha,
Sukkot 3:3).

Before eating on the first night, one should
have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah of dwell-
ing in the sukkah and that it recalls how
Hashem sheltered Israel in the wilderness
with clouds of glory (M.B. 625:1).

THE PARAMETERS OF THE
MITZVAH OF SUKKAH

The mitzvah of sukkah is expressed pri-
marily through making the sukkah one’s
dwelling during Sukkot. Chazal explain that
when the Torah says, “you shall dwell [tesh-
vu] in sukkot for seven days, it means that
one should live in the sukkah in the manner
that he normally lives in his home (Sukkah
26a). Thus, the mitzvah applies to the activi-
ties that are considered part of normal dwell-
ing, particularly eating and sleeping. Men
are obligated in the mitzvah, while women
are exempt because it is a time-bound mitz-
vah, though women may choose to fulfill the
mitzvah as well. When they do so, Sephardic

women generally do not recite a beracha,
while Ashkenazic women do, like men (S.A.
640:1; M.B. 640:1; Chazon Ovadia, p. 149).

The obligation to eat in the sukkah applies
when eating more than a k’beitza (approxi-
mately 55-60 cc) of bread (S.A. 639:2), which
is often calculated between one-half to two-
thirds of an average slice of bread (V’zot
Haberachah, Berurim 1). Many poskim apply
the same rule to mezonot foods made from
the five grains.

There is, however, a difference regarding
the circumstances in which a beracha of lei-
shev basukkabh is recited. Sephardim general-
ly recite the beracha on mezonot only when
eating an amount of approximately 200 to
230 grams, which is considered a fixed meal
(Ohr L’tzion 4:29). Ashkenazim, on the oth-
er hand, generally recite the beracha when
eating more than a k’beitza of mezonot and
remaining in the sukkah afterward; there-
fore, Ashkenazim should ideally remain
in the sukkah for some time after eating to
avoid uncertainty regarding the beracha
(M.B. 639:16). As noted above, the same rules
concerning the beracha apply to Ashkenazic
women who eat mezonot in the sukkah.

Foods requiring ha’eitz, ha’adama, or she-
hakol do not ordinarily require one to eat
them in the sukkah. Nevertheless, it is proper
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to eat such foods in the sukkah when they
are part of a meal, though without reciting
a beracha on the sukkah (S.A. 639:2; M.B.
639:13, 15). Some poskim go further and
maintain that when a person is making a
meal without bread, he should not eat it
outside of the sukkah even when it consists
primarily of foods such as chicken, fish, and
potatoes (Oholei Halacha, p. 93; Teshuvot
V’hanhagot 1:371).

One who drinks wine outside of a meal is
generally not required to do so in the sukkah.
If, however, he establishes a fixed session
for drinking, he should do so in the sukkah,
although he does not recite leishev basukkah
(S.A. 639:13). When reciting Havdalah, one
should do so in the sukkah. Most poskim
maintain that one does not recite leishev
basukkah in this case unless he plans to eat
bread or a large amount of mezonot after-
ward, though some disagree (M.B. 639:30;
Piskei Teshuvot 639:10).

With regard to the order of the berachot,
the beracha of leishev basukkah is recited
after the beracha on the food but before
eating (Rema 643:2). Some Sephardim
stand, recite leishev basukkah, sit, recite
the beracha on the food, and then eat (S.A.
643:2-3; Yechaveh Da’at 5:47). On Shabbat
day, opinions differ as to whether leishev
basukkah should be recited after Kiddush or
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after hamotzi (M.B. 643:9). One who forgot
to say leishev basukkah can do so while still
in the middle of the meal, and Ashkenazim
may even do so after Birkat Hamazon if one
remains in the sukkah (M.B. 639:28; Chazon
Ovadia, p.178).

Men are obligated to sleep in the sukkah,
even for a short nap (S.A. 639:2), though
according to most later poskim, one does
not recite a berachah on sleeping or other
activities alone without eating in the manner
discussed above (S.A. and Rema 639:8 and
M.B. there). For this reason, it is preferable
to avoid dozing off in other locations on Suk-
kot to avoid this problem. Some, however,
maintain that one need not wake someone
who has fallen asleep outside the sukkah in
some cases (see Bikurei Yaakov 639:34; Sefer
HaSukkah, Miluim to ch.18).

One who recited a berachah in the sukkah
and then leaves the sukkah for more than
approximately an hour should recite anoth-
er berachah when returning to the sukkah
according to the guidelines given above for
eating (M.B. 639:47; Shevet Halevi 10:2).

CASES WHEN ONE IS
EXEMPT FROM THE SUKKAH

Although the sukkah should ideally be a
person’s primary dwelling during Sukkot,
there are circumstances in which a person
is exempt from eating or sleeping there.
These exemptions are based on the principle
known as teshvu k’ein taduru — the Torah
requires a person to dwell in the sukkah in a
manner similar to the way he normally lives
in his home. Just as a person does not remain
at home under circumstances in which he
would normally leave, there are situations
in which he is not required to remain in the
sukkah.

One such exemption from the mitzvah of
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sukkah is granted to a person who is mitz-
ta’er, meaning that he is suffering significant
discomfort in the sukkah. The basic principle
is that if the conditions would cause a per-
son to leave his home under similar circum-
stances, he is not required to remain in the
sukkah (S.A. 640:4; Rema 639:5). Examples
can include significant rain, extreme cold,
strong winds, unpleasant odors, or insects
that make it genuinely difficult to remain in
the sukkah. In the Diaspora, where Sukkot
often falls during colder weather, this exemp-
tion is one of the reasons for the widespread
custom not to sleep in the sukkah (see Rema
639:2).

Minor inconveniences do not exempt a
person from the mitzvah. In addition, if one
can easily remove the inconvenience, such
as by using a fly trap, wearing a sweater, or
bringing a blanket to sleep when the weath-
er is a bit chilly, one would not be exempt
(Ohr L’tzion 4:30; Piskei Teshuvot 639:17). One
should also try to construct one’s sukkah in
a place where he expects to be comfortable
(S.A. 640:4). In addition, if the same discom-
fort exists outside the sukkah, one remains
obligated to stay in the sukkah (Rema 640:4).
For example, a person who is uncomfortable
because of the weather but would be equally
uncomfortable inside his home would still be
obligated in the mitzvah.

On the first night, the Rema holds that
men are obligated to eat at least a k’zayit of
bread in the sukkah, even when it is raining.
Therefore, even in inclement weather, such
as a strong rainstorm, one should try to recite
Kiddush and eat at least a k’zayit in the suk-
kah (Rema 639:5; Kaf HaChaim 639:73). How-
ever, the Shulchan Aruch maintains that one
is exempt from eating in the sukkah when it
is raining, and many Sephardim adopt this

position (Chazon Ovadia, p.125). In such cas-
es, no beracha on sukkah is recited according
to all opinions (Ibid.; M.B. 639:35).

Another exemption from the mitzvah
pertains to a person who is traveling during
Sukkot. Such a person is exempt while in
transit but should try to find a sukkah to
use when lodging overnight somewhere, if
possible. If no sukkah is available, a traveler
may continue rather than interrupting his
journey in order to find one (S.A. and Rema
640:7-8; M.B. 640:40-42). Some exempt even
one traveling a short distance outside of the
city during the day, if no sukkah is available
nearby (M.B. 640:40; Ashrei Ha’ish 26:31).
Many poskim do allow one to rest while trav-
eling, such as on a bus or train, as is common
during the year (Piskei Teshuvot 639:6).

The application of this exemption to recre-
ational travel is more complicated. Some dis-
tinguish between someone traveling for busi-
ness and someone traveling for pleasure and
rule that one should not deliberately plan a
pleasure trip to a place where there will be
no sukkah (Igrot Moshe, O.C. 3:93). Other
poskim are more lenient regarding recre-
ational outings and trips, particularly when
touring in Eretz Yisrael (see R. Asher Weiss
and R. Dov Lior, cited in Mikraei Kodesh, Nis-
pach 11; Oholei Halacha, p. 127). Ideally, trips
should be arranged so that meals can be eat-
en in a sukkah when reasonably possible or
in a manner that the men can eat only snacks
and foods that do not require a sukkah. Nev-
ertheless, there is a basis for leniency for
those who eat normally on such trips.

A third exemption applies to those who are
involved in the performance of a mitzvah. If
such a person cannot sit in the sukkah while
performing the mitzvah, they are exempt.
However, if they can do so without any
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difficulty, they should do so (S.A. 640:7; M.B.
640:38). Likewise, soldiers, police officers, or
other security personnel are exempt from
the mitzvah while they are on duty, though
if a sukkah is nearby and eating there does
not detract from their ability to perform their
responsibilities, they should try to fulfill the
mitzvah (Chazon Ovadia, p.196; Oholei Hala-
cha, p.128).
SANCTITY OF THE SUKKAH

We will conclude our discussion by not-
ing that since the sukkah has a degree of
sanctity, one must treat it accordingly. Thus,
trash or other undignified items, such as
dirty clothing, a toolkit, and the like should
not be kept in the sukkah (Rema 639:1), and
washing dishes and changing children’s dia-
pers should not be done there (M.B. 639:9;
Chazon Ovadia, p.129). Likewise, speech and
behavior should be conducted with respect
for its sanctity (M.B. 639:2). May we merit to
keep our sukkah as a sanctified location and
thereby elevate our Sukkot experience. B
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SUKKOT
VAYIKRA 22:26-23:44

'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 22:26-33)
K" An offering may not be brought in
: the first 7 days of the animal’s life.
An animal and her offspring may not be killed
on the same day. A thanksgiving offering must
be eaten within one day. Do not profane My
Holy Name, rather sanctify My Name, the One
who brought you out of Egypt to be Your G-d.

The Torah reading for the first day of Suk-
kot is the whole of Chapter 23 in Vayikra,
which lists the entire yearly cycle of holidays.
Curiously, we begin 8 verses before that chap-
ter with a paragraph describing various rules
concerning offerings.

But it is the last line that is the connection to
Yom Tov. Sanctify My Name because I brought
you out of Egypt to be Your G-d. That is a per-
fect intro to the holidays. While each holiday

Don't wait for a crisis to find out
that you have a serious gap

n your health coverage

has its own meaning, they all share an overar-
ching meaning; connecting with our G-d.

'}‘ 2ND ALIYA (23:1-3)
K’) Here are the holy days: Shabbat

is a holy day to G-d.
Shabbat differs from the other holi-
days in that it is not a once-a-year occurrence
as the others are. However, it shares the
broader theme as a holy day of connecting
with G-d.

'{" 3RD ALIYA (23:4-8)
’/k\‘) Pesach is on the 14th of the 1st

month. For seven days consume
Matza. Day 1 and Day 7 are holy, no work is
to be done.

The holidays are all called “mikra’ei
kodesh”, holy gatherings. The Ramban under-
stands this to mean that we endow the day
with holiness by gathering. In shul. For tefilla
and for Hallel.

Attending services on Yom Tov is not mere-
ly public prayer; it is a mitzvah of the Torah,
accomplishing “mikra’ei Kodesh”, gathering
for holiness.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (23:9-14)
K’) On the day after the Yom Tov,

bring a measure of the first harvest
of barley as an Omer offering, accompanied
by a sacrifice. The new grain may not be con-
sumed until this Omer is offered.

The description of the Omer offering
seems out of place; it isn’t a holiday in its
own right, it is brought on the second day of
Pesach. Though each holiday has an offering,
the emphasis of this section is not offerings
but holidays, chagim. The day the Omer is
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brought is not a yom tov.

But, similar to the holidays, it has a specific
calendar date. Hence this section would more
accurately be called, not a list of chagim, or
holidays, but a list of special national events
that occur on a specific day in the calendar;
calendric events.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (23:15-22)
k\" Count 7 full weeks from this

offering and on the next day, the
50th bring 2 baked breads of chametz accom-
panied by sacrifices. The Kohen shall wave
these 2 bikkurim breads. That day is a yom
tov, no work is to be done. When harvesting
your fields leave the corners and gleanings for
the poor and foreigner.

The 2 breads brought on Shavuot are the
bookends of the Omer. The Omer was barley,
brought the 2nd day of Pesach and matza, as
most grain offerings. The 2 breads on Shavuot
are wheat, chometz bread, the first wheat
offering of the new crop.

The Omer matza offering on Pesach
allowed consumers to now be able to use the
newly harvested grains. But in the Temple, the
new grain cannot be used until 7 weeks later,
with the offerings of the 2 chometz breads on
Shavuot.

The contrast of the matza that is offered on
Pesach and the chametz of this bread offering
on Shavuot invites our curiosity. Why matza
and why chametz?

Perhaps, it matza and chometz express 2
different qualities of service of G-d but that
need to be in their proper time.

Pesach is the holiday of history. In history
you need to move, move fast. Don’t let the
dough rise. Seize the moment; don’t miss it.
Speed.

But on Shavuot, in the context of holy offer-
ings, patience is king. Wait. 7 weeks. Patience.

Let the dough rise, become chometz. Wait.
While history demands speed, holiness
inheres in restraint.

.“ 6TH ALIYA (23:23-32)
k\" The first day of the 7th month is

a day of Teruah, a yom tov. But the
10th day of the month is Yom Hakippurim.
Afflict yourself for it is a day of atonements.
It is a holy day; no work may be done. Afflict
yourself from the 9th in the evening, evening
to evening.

Rav Soloveitchik pointed out that in spite
of the fasting on Yom Kippur, there is still a
mitzvah of simcha. How can one feel simcha
when the Torah itself says we are to afflict
ourselves?

True simcha is a deep feeling of the soul,
not fleeting moments of pleasure of the body.
Simcha is the profound sense of meaning, of
standing before G-d. Our greatest joy is the
knowledge that G-d reaches for us and infuses
our life with ultimate meaning. And that is the
atonement of Yom Kippur.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (23:33-44)
k" The 15th of the 7th month is

Sukkot for 7 days. The first day is
a yom tov as is the 8th day. Take a lulav and
etrog and rejoice for 7 days before G-d. Dwell
in Sukkot for 7 days so you will know that
G-d had your ancestors dwell in Sukkot when
leaving Egypt.

Sukkot rounds out the year of chagim. It
is the end of the cycle of holidays that began
with Pesach.

As such, it is a celebration not only of itself
but a celebration of the completion of the
chagim of the year. This notion that Sukkot
is the end of the cycle of chagim is expressed
through linking the cycle of Torah reading
with the conclusion of Sukkot. End of the cha-
gim; end of the Torah readings. m
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Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)
Beit Shemesh / RBS

Alon Shvut

Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / K. Saba
Modiin / Chashmonaim
Netanya

Be’er Sheva

Rehovot

Petach Tikva

Ginot Shomron

Haifa / Zichron

Gush Shiloh

Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

Givat Zeev

Chevron / Kiryat Arba
Ashkelon

Yad Binyamin

Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

Golan

Nahariya/Maalot

Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem):

5:56
6:14
6:15
6:12
6:13
6:12
6:13
6:13
6:13
5:56
6:12
6:02
6:11
6:13
6:16
6:12
6:14
6:13
6:04
6:10
6:01
6:11

7:07
7:10
7:08
7:08
7:09
7:08
7:09
7:09
7:09
7:09
7:08
7:09
7:07
7:09
7:08
7:08
7:10
7:09
7:07
7:06
7:08
7:07
7:47

5:47
6:05
6:06
6:03
6:04
6:03
6:04
6:04
6:04
5:47
6:03
5:53
6:02
6:04
6:07
6:03
6:05
6:04
5:55
6:01
5:52
6:02

6:58
7:01
6:59
6:59
7:00
6:59
7:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
6:59
6:59
6:58
7:00
6:59
6:59
7:01
7:00
6:57
6:57
6:59
6:58
7:38

All Times According

to MyZmanim

(20 mins before

Sunset in most Cities;

40 mins in Yerushalyim
and Petach Tikva;

30 mins in Tzfat and Haifa).

Dr. Daniela Weiss
Therapist

Now seeing clients in [srael

Are you looking for a warm environment

to address relationship issues?

Scan for more information

Licensed in Israel, NY & N]

IAPST certified (US)
(i) 072-397-4994

102
Keep your work abroad
and get paid in Israel

TRI Censulting will charge your employer abroad
and issue you an Israeli payrall

Udi: +972-52-6144-350

¢emwé 047/‘ Chatan and falble:

Meals for wedding and
Sheva Brachotatcost —! '@,
Eida Hachareidis Hechsher 80
Tel:052-633-1744
gadgadood@gmail.com
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Join us at The Michael Levin Base m
Annual Gala 2026 @ :
L ——

Three years since October 7" Where are we today?
Thursday October 8%, 2026

The Jerusalem Theatre
Henry Crown Auditorium
David Marcus 20, Jerusalem
Doors open 18:45 .
Eire Colien Program starts 19:30 Peihan EanHaR

Ambassador of Panama Former IDF Spokesperson
to Israel

Diane Neal Yaakov Katz Adir Schwarz Tila F."I'—"L“""
Actress, Law & Order, Producer, Former Editor-in-chief Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem Community advocate,
Aliyah Ambassador Jerusalem Post philanthropist, educator

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner Joseph Cohen Fleur Hassan-Nahoum
Founder of Shurat Hadin, Israeli Law Center Founder of Israel Advocacy Movement Israel Special Envoy for Trade & Innovation

Honorees:
Richard Corman - Outstanding Achievement Award  Michael Dickson, Master of Ceremonies
Anne & Arthur Gober - Dor L'Dor Award Executive Director, StandWithUs

https://causematch.com/gala2026

gala2026@thebase.org.il oY TR
+972.50-389-4447 K FIDF @ | JEga




Upon Entering the Sukkal

When entering the Sukkah we invite the Ushpizin - guests to join us.
Customs vary regarding these prayers.

Usbpizin PTOWIR

24N2 NP MY DY PN 10 IPAD
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continued on next page...
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DY SPIYIN 3 THY) DY 23T INDY SPIVIN DY TN 0N3

T 99D 1IN IpY? PHY BNIIN
Eftfy Day

INDY SPAVIN T2 1Y) 219y 12N INDY SPIVIN YINN 7910 VN3

T 9PV NYN APy PN DI
Smtfy Day

INDOY SPAYIN 73 TRY MY 23MT INDY SPIVIN 90V TN Sun3
SN IIN DYN 2PY? PHY DNIIN

Se'uentb Day

DY SPAYIN T2 TR Y SANNT INDY SPAYIN NT TN SuN2
APV IR DY 3 PHY DN



Seder N'ti[at Lu[av 5 n53 T

T92) TN \Y 792 NI OPONY OPON N P9I 1IN)
TON 2PN TN THY NPNIN,JNY2IY) MY XY P 07107
IND?) 2Y NIPY TRV PR YD) T2 DITNN? PN THN ON
M2 YP2Y NYTH NIDII Y YYD DNINOYNYI 2N NV
NYZIN YD P97 NNVN NI IPPIN 1°2 11007 1179
MY ¥12D) PYIV) PDIOID 923 PR NI PN DY)
MDPIVI XN TIARYTRT XY RIN2 PDN2 2,73 NPOND
A P oy ID N DNTA

AN SN D2 DV D2V NTINND

AN AN, D210 N N2 i

THROPPMN D AR P2
PININYTRIYROIY) |
A5 NPV) HY MY

"

First time only

oY 790 WP N NN P2
THD YR DI IR INNNY



Tnsights and Tnstruction for Ntilat
Lulav

Even though LULAV is only one of the Four Species - it is the
most prominent; it is named in the BRACHA and the mitzva
is referred to as N'TILAT LULAV.

*Remember: Lulav & Etrog are not taken on the Shabbat during
Sukkot.

The mitzva of the Four Species [L&E] is fulfilled while STANDING.
The mitzva of L&E is to take the Four Species in hand together.
Therefore, one gets ready to do the mitzva by holding the Lulav
“bundle” in the right hand and the Etrog in the left, but does not
hold them together, and preferably has specifically in mind NOT
to fulfill the mitzva YET; then says the bracha (AND shehecheyanu
the first time as well), and THEN holds the L&E TOGETHER and
UPRIGHT with the intention of fulfilling the mitzva.

After the bracha/brachot and the joining of the L&E, the mitzva
is done. The custom is to wave the L&E in six directions. Keep the
L&E upright; hold them close to the chest and then extend your
hands forward. With the L&E in front of you, gently shake them.
Bring your hands back to your chest. Repeat in the same direction
two more times. Now do the same thing three times to the right.
Then three times behind you. Try not to turn too much in the
direction of the NA’ANU’IM (waving); rather face front as best as
possible and move the L&E in the different directions. Then to the
left three times. Up three times. Down three times. Extend, shake,
retract. Three times in each of the six directions.

Another custom for the order of directions for NA'ANU'IM: SOUTH,
NORTH, EAST, UP, DOWN, WEST




Hoshanot

The Hoshana prayers are recited
with the Arba Minim in hand
(except for on Shabbat). The Ark
is opened and a Torah is removed
and held at the Bimah. One may
say Hoshanot at home as well.

We begin Wlth

RIVWYIT IR 13:77:’7 NIV
RIVWYIT X792 72907 ,XIVOID
RIVWIT PRI TIvnb RN
RIVWIT,NWTIT IR RIVWID

See opposite page for Day 1...

Day 2 (First Day Chol Hamoed - Sun. Sept. 27*)

Erac R - et - il S
19RY TR TYR? ANT TYR? nwen)
90 TYR7 0N 1YY LTI 197 TV
AT 97 TR 9RY JTIM TYRY
ATI0 1Ry 03 TYR? Imdhn Tynb
1907 I0RTE 1YY TIND TYR? Y 19R?
Ry 2 TRM WR? AU

ANPIn 1YRY ANroY

Day 3 (Second Day Chol Hamoed - Mon. Sept. 28)
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Day 5 (Fourth Day Chol Hamoed - Wed. Sept. 30t)
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Day 1 (Shabbat Sept. 26*)
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The following is said after each day's Hakafa (Shabbat has its own), and after the
7th Hakafot of Hoshana Rabba. It is said back at one's seat in shul.
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Hoshana Rabah (Fri. Oct. 2")

Please see your machzor for the extensive Hoshanot for Hoshanah Rabbah.




Before leaving the Sukkabh for the final time at the end of Hoshana Rabah one
can recite the following prayer:
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AMERICAN
PAINTING
SERVICE

054-833-1679 HaRav Aharon Soloveichik Zt'],

25" Yahrtzeit Commemoration
Tuesday Chol Moed Succot
29 September, 18 Tishrei 7:30 PM

In the Succah of Rabbi Mordechai and
Lisa Goldenhersh, 34 Admor Miboyan,
Har Nof, Jerusalem

For more information:
{© +972 54-209-9200
baruchjk@gmail.com

Paint Color
Restoration Consultation

Wall Repair
&Prep

ALREADY
BEEN To
HEBRON>

Let us know and
We will add 5

new sijte to the
group tour.

HebronFund.Ofg
view upcoming 3
tour dates

Visit
to

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.
Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!
GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM

OFFICE: 718-677-6886 TOURS: ® 052-431-7055 - tour@hebronfund.org g%'ﬂg

www.hebronfund.org =
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World
Jewish
Relief

Did your family escape Germany or Austria
for the UK in the 1930s-40s?

We may have their story. Search now for

Founded in 1933 as the Central British Fund for German Jewry, we helped 65,000 _
Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution before, during and after WWII to find
safety, homes, and hope. Between the 1930s and 40s, this included many of the 10,000

children on the Kinderfronsporf, men who came to the Kitchener camp, and child survivors

known as The Boys, foge’rher with countless other survivors from the holocaust:.

SCAN TO THE QR CODE OR EMAIL ARCHIVES@WORLDJEWISHRELIEF.ORG GIVING
THE NAME, DATE OF BIRTH AND HOMETOWN OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBER.
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- GabaiRealEstate

FINE HOMES ACROSS ISRAEL

THIS WEEK -+ JERUSALEM - EFRAT

-‘z,asu,uou NIS
iiix -

=
JERUSALEM GREEK COLQNY EFRAT JERUSALEM
Machane Yehuda, Haeshkol Amatzia 5t Rimon, Maale Lotem St Gemman Colony
2 bedrooms - 59 m* 3 bedrooms : 87 m* 4 bedrooms - 149 m* Freestanding home

Yaniv Gabbay Elia Gabai Allzl. Bcrlwm:h Chllm Shﬂlml.n Chl.ml Slhﬂltslum Muir Rubcnatmn Abi Truitt

CO-OWHER CO-OWNER

OLIM BUYER'S NOTE
Urban renewal project? An approved plan is not a building

permit, and permits fell about 209 in 2025. See the permit,
or your new apariment could be at least a decade away.

Machon Be'er

5‘
You don't have to do it alone. ¢7ETEN

Md’atefet Zahav
Care Management by Emunah

We're here to help you find the right solutions
for your parents' changing needs.

Assessment & Personalized Care Plan « Ongoing Care  [ESamam
Management « One-Time Crisis Consultation consultation

Peace of mind for you. Quality care for your parents.

- Care Management by Emunah: 052-900-3091
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The major holy days are divided into two
very different themes.

Firstly we have the o’xm1 07> - The Days of
Awe, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Rosh
Hashanah as we know is the day of Judgement,
in fact the entire world is judged on Rosh Hasha-
nah. (The Chofetz Chayim once remarked that
if the nations of the world would realize this,
everyone would purchase a Machzor!)

Following Rosh Hashanah there is a period
of reflection and ideally transition.

Yom Kippur is a day of Teshuvah and for-
giveness. Our hope is that Hashem will adjust
our Din based upon our Teshuvah. It is not
coincidental that Yom Kippur was the day we
received the Torah again on Har Sinai. Yom
Kippur is a new beginning.

Secondly we have the 0’531 v , Pesach,
Shavuot and Succot. The Torah describes
these holy days with agriculture references.
Pesach, 7poxin an , the springtime festival, is
the time of Ny’ - planting. The beginning of

HILLEL KRIEF
YOUR LOCAL

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Living in Carmei Gat and helping families with

PREMOVE-IN | PROPERTY
ASSISTANCE  MANAGEMENT

BUYING &
‘ SELLING

RENTALS

© +97258 609 5129
| @ beithillelhomes.com

A RABBI BARUCH TAUB

the agrarian process.

Shavout 7¥pn an, the season of reaping the
harvest which has arrived.

Succot is PoxN AN, the festival of in gather-
ing. We bring our produce home.

There certainly was a time at the beginning
of the history of Am Yisrael that a significant
majority of our people were farmers but this
was not meant to be the sole occupation of
the people. Clearly this is a metaphor best
described by the Maharal (¥ : mm2) 190).
These festivals speak to the spiritual destiny
of our people.

Pesach, the Exodus from Egypt was the
birth of a nation. The spiritual seeds were
planted.

Shavuot, when Hashem gave us the Torah
and we received it. We reaped our spirit
harvest.

Sukkot, we brought the harvest home and
began to nourish ourselves with the fruit of
Torah and Mitzvot. The in gathering process
taking us eventually to the n'7w ndio, the Beit
Hamikdash in Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Hutner presents a majestic idea based
on a strange Midrash (> X217 X7p") that links
Yom Kippur to Sukkoth. To paraphrase, the
Midrash compares the Jewish people holding
their lulav high to a victorious soldier holding
his sword returning victoriously from the bat-
tle of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

Unlike Pesach and Shavuot which occur at
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independent times of the year, Sukkot imme-
diately follows Yom Kippur. The two seeming-
ly disparate sets of holy days are now actually
blended together into one unit. Sukkot is the
“closer!” For both and makes them into one
unified spiritual journey.

Notwithstanding the fact that the mitzvah
of simchat Yom Tov applies to all three of the
Y7 wbw, Sukkot alone is called nnnnw 1,
the Festival of Simcha, the festival of ingather-
ing. We all come home. Those with less, those
with more all exit their material surroundings
and enter the Sukkah. A level playing field
representing the reality that we have success-
fully travelled the journey of Rosh Hashana,
Yom Kippur, Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot.

We have come home to embrace real life, the
glorious life imbued with Torah and mitzvot.

The ultimate simcha.

NNW N

Men and women are invited
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

A Joytul
Symphony

It is a widely accepted custom to read the
book of Kohelet on Shabbat Chol Hamoed
Sukkot. (This year, when there is no Shabbat
Chol Hamoed, we will read Kohelet in Eretz
Yisrael on the first day of Sukkot, and in Chutz
La’aretz on Shemini Atzeret.) It is curious since
Kohelet speaks of the vanities of this world
and has a somewhat depressing tone, while
Sukkot is a time of joy and celebration. Why
was it chosen to be read at this time?

In Sukkos: A Symphony of Joy, Rabbi
Immanuel Bernstein cites the Avudraham,
who relates that Shlomo Hamelech would
deliver numerous discourses to the people on
Sukkot, which were then compiled into the
book of Kohelet. Indeed, the word “Kohelet”
derives from the root word kahal—assembly.
The Ramban notes that many people from
among the nations of the world gathered to
hear these speeches, hence, the universal
tone of the sefer. The Netziv points out that
gentiles would specifically come at this time to

DREAM HOME

@ INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
% REPAIRS

Q JERUSALEM&
SURROUNDING AREAS

@ ELECTRICAL

CARPENTRY i’@ PAINTING

© AVRAHAM
058-7997833

Yerushalayim since Sukkot was when special
offerings were brought in the Beit Hamikdash
on behalf of the seventy nations. The Netziv
further notes that this is one of the reasons
Shlomo Hamelech exclusively employs the
name Elokim throughout the sefer as it is a
universal name of Hashem and the audience
came from many diverse places.

The Gemara understands Kohelet’s theme
to be that all pleasures found “under the
sun, ” meaning in the temporal realm, are
of limited value. However, pleasures found
“above the sun, ” those of spiritual value,
have meaning and joy. This is truly in sync
with the succah’s message; we leave our
secure, physical structures to remind us of
life’s transience. We enter the sukkah, like a
mini-Beit Hamikdash, to experience the joy
of closeness to Hashem.

Halachically, a kosher sukkah must have at
least 2 full walls plus part of a third wall. The
Arizal teaches that this symbolizes a “hug from
Hashem, ” embracing us and elevating us to a
higher sphere. The special atmosphere of the
sukkah invites the Usphizin to join us, under-
scoring the primacy of spiritual values in our
lives. “Sof davar hakol nishma et ha’Elokim yira
ve’et mitzvotav shemor ki zeh kol ha’adam—
The end of the matter, everything having been
heard, fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the entire man.” Kohelet 12:13)

The Netivot Shalom describes the goal of
Sukkot; channel your love toward Hashem
and distance yourself from love of the materi-
al because it will create a barrier to achieving
this goal. He quotes the Rebbe of Kobrin zy”a,
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who teaches that the world is filled with light

and sweetness, available to those who are not Here for you every step of the way...
immersed within it. This same world will feel RABBI YONAH KEYAK, MSW
dark and bitter to those who are consumed Maalei Adumim - Jerusalem - Virtual
with its physicality.
Reading Kohelet guides us to shift our focus YESHIVA STUDENT &
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YOUR FUTURE
IN JERUSALEM
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Avraham Avinu answered the call to go to the Land of Israel. On Shabl
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Join communities across Israel
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CROSSROADS

»., Gilve us a call.
We are here to help.
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Fully Subsidized Therapy
for Teens and Young Adults
CROSSROADS professional Social
Workers are here to offer therapy to
teens and young adults to help them
navigate life's challenges.

We welcome GAP Year Students, Soldiers,
Bnot Sherut, Israeli Teens, and Young Adulits.

CALL US: @ +972 02-624-6265@ +972 050-868-9207

If you are in a crisis, call our 24/7 HOTLINE \2:7 050-468-5463
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OCTOBER 7 MEMORIAL EVENTS

OTEF AZA TOURS

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh for a full day tour of the Gaza Envelope,
visiting the Sderot lookout, Nova site, and more to honor the
fallen and hear stories of resilience.
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IF YOU'RE READING THESE WORDS:
AN EVENING COMMEMORATING
FALLEN SOLDIERS

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh and Koren Publishers
for a panel with co-author Shlomo Kavas
and families of fallen soldiers, alongside the
Helmets4Chayalim art exhibit.

Wednesday, October 7 | NBN Aliyah Campus

Visit the Israel Calendar for more October 7
commemorative events and programs
happening across Israel.
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RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

Sheltering Together
In Divine Presence

As the Baal Shem Tov haKadosh sat in his
sukkah, a great tumult raged outside.

In the early days of the Chasidic movement,
some of its revolutionary practices, as well
as the spiritual awakening of the followers
of the Baal Shem Tov, drew prejudice, strife
and legal controversy. While detractors and
opponents were always on the lookout for an
opportunity to attack the tzadik and under-
mine the fledgling movement, this time it
seemed there was good reason to make their
claims.

The Ba’al Shem Tov had constructed what
looked to be a highly questionable sukkah,
stitching together a patchwork of materials
that seemed to barely pass even the minimal
halachic requirements. The rickety looking
hut relied on so many kulahs in Jewish Law
and all the loopholes detailed in masechet Suk-
kah, it was barely recognizable to the rabbis

Dr: ViCtor ™ Pharmacology
Stlebel MD ™ Geriatrics

¥ Medical
PSYCHIATRIST

Complexity
Cell:
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Wolfson Medical Center:
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who were now gathering at the Sukkah, ready
for a confrontation, and to accuse him of bla-
tant laxity in halacha.

A debate ensued between the scandalized
scholars and the tzaddik. They summoned a
variety of sources and opinions denouncing
the sukkah, while the Baal Shem Tov calmly
defended it on each count. Finally, the rab-
bonim of Brodt bluntly declared it to be pasul
and a spiritual danger to the community.

Seeing that his explanations had fallen on
deaf ears, the Ba’al Shem Tov closed his eyes,
entered a meditative state and began to pray.
The rabbonim were unsure how to react. At
that moment, a piece of paper fell from the
s’chach, a note signed by no less than an angel
from heaven, Matat Sar haPanim, attesting to
the validity of the sukkah: “The sukkah of the
Baal Shem Tov is kosher!”

Opening his eyes, the Baal Shem Tov then
began an instructional shiur, explaining the
intricate laws of constructing a sukkabh, listing
the various ‘leniencies’ that he had relied on,
such as dofen akumah, gud achis mechitz-
tah, gud asik, lavud, avir, and others. He also
detailed how each particular halacha and its
structural application related to a different
spiritual state and level of observance.

“There are many different types of Jews
in Klal Yisrael of varying levels of education,
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knowledge and obser-
vance. The sukkah is
kosher, ” concluded the
Baal Shem Tov, “and so are
the Yidden.”

25 D DYV 129D 12032
12021292 ZXIW NRA

“For seven days... all who
belong to the people of 71
Israel will live in sukkos” i3
(Vayikra, 23:42)

DNX 1202 2WY PINT YR How 15,

...This teaches that it is fitting for all of Israel
to sit in one sukkah. (Sukkah, 27b)

“One ought to bind themselves and be
focused on being part of the entire klal...and
strive to fill their home with great love and
shalom, so that their love shine outward and
spread forth; In that way, it will be considered
as if all of Israel dwells together in one suk-
kah.” (Reb Nosson of Breslov, zy’a)

Zeman simchaseinu, the simcha of the Fes-
tival of Sukkos, flows forth from the Yamim
Noraim. Our exuberant joy is framed by the
gravity and achrayus of our committed rela-
tionship with the Ribbono Shel Olam. The
celebration of Sukkos is an invitation for us
to actualize our declarations and intent. It is
a call to Divine intimacy, welcoming us into
the ineffable embrace and union between Am
Yisrael and Hashem Yisborach.

Knesses Yisrael, Hashem’s beloved Kallah, is
summoned to enter:

72 ANWN N2 YITN 9900 XN

“The King has brought me into His cham-
bers, we will be joyful and happy together.”
(Shir haShirim, 1:4)

Beneath the stars and sky, under a can-
opy held up by poles and prayers, and the

MUKI
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Ruth Abrahami @ 054-8070677

‘chuppah’ of s’chach hovering over us, we
are a royal bride and Groom entering into a
covenant of Kidushin, sanctity and exclusive
commitment. As a bride and groom fast in
preparation for their new beginning, we fast
on Yom Kippur. Just as they celebrate a week
of ‘sheva brachos’, we celebrate seven days
in the sukkah, rejoicing in our new state of
union. At each of the seven festive meals
we welcome panim chadashos, ‘new faces’
the Ushpizin Kadishin, different holy guests
each night, who join us in celebrating our
wedding.

The Navi describes the ananei ha-kavod as a
chuppabh that covers us from above and enve-
lopes us in Divine love:
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“Hashem will create a cloud by day and
smoke with a glow of flaming fire by night
hovering over the shrine and meeting place
of Har Zion; Indeed, over all the glory shall
hang a canopy, and it shall serve as a sukkah
for shade from heat by day and as a shelter
for protection against drenching rain.” (Yesha-
yah, 4:5)

The Baal haTurim (Vayikra, 23:42) invokes
the specific term chuppah, and suggests an

OU ISRAEL 123



additional aspect to the ananei haKavod. They
imply intimacy and loving connectivity, the
manifestation of a marital bond in which two
individuals become one. Sheltering together
in Hashem’s Presence, we are bonded togeth-
er, and become one in the sukkah.

In the tradition of the Baal Shem Tov, the
day after Yom Kippur is referred to as Gott’s
Numen, ‘God’s Name’. Having spent Aseres
Yemei Teshuvah addressing the Ribbono Shel
Olam with the honorific haMelech haKadosh,
we begin to use the more intimate and famil-
iar name, haKeil haKadosh. These four days
between Yom Kippur and Sukkos are days of
closeness, corresponding to the four letters of
our Beloved One’s name, 0" bw, the Tetra-
grammaton. And perhaps this is the source
for Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz’s statement that
the days between Yom Kippur and Sukkos are
a particularly auspicious time for a wedding
(Imrei Pinchas, 7:91). We are Hashem’s pure,
radiant kallah, walking toward the chuppah,
where we will circle Him with hakafos of joy,
remove our veil and see each other face to face.

There is much we can learn from the Ba’al
Shem Tov’s sukkah. In cultivating and cre-
ating yichud, in building a shared dwelling
place together, we are called to focus on the
tov, the good that is there, not what is lacking.
Yiddishkeit provides the tools to construct

a life of holiness and joy and a home that is
suffused with love, firm on the foundations
of ayin tovah, inclusivity and Ahavas Yisrael.
Such a home is surrounded by ananei haKa-
vod all year ‘round, and filled with mutual
respect and peace.

It is indeed “fitting for all of Israel to sit in
one sukkah”; there is nothing more beauti-
ful — and precious to Hashem — than indi-
viduals uniting, coming together in love and
friendship. May we all merit to celebrate
together during these auspicious days, to give
ourselves over to the purity of Yom Kippur
and the intimacy of the sukkah. May all be
blessed to build homes filled with ,mnx1 NanNX
myn o,

Excerpt from newly released Baderech:
Along the Path of the Torah, (Mosaica Press,
Elul 5786)m

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.
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The Better Hiddur

A story of Rav Aryeb Levin - Jerusalem, 1963

Jerusalem, 1963, just before Sukkot. In a Reb Aryeh Levin asked for the etrog they

Meah Shearim bookshop doorway, men studied had saved for him. One look, and into his
etrogim under magnifying glasses. pocket it went.

{ The Torah asks us to
beautify two mitzvot.

"\']Lhe first is the etrog.

-

]

- Vayikra 23:40

The second is honoring
an older person. If 1

; Reb Aryeh was carrying
hurry, he can eat tonight.

; repaired false teeth for
{ an elderly man who
' could not chew.

| Vhadarta pnei zaken
Vayikra 19:32

The young man understood: for Rav Aryeh, the most
beautiful mitzvah was caring for another Jew in need.

Source: Haim Be'er, “Reb Aryeh’s Etrog,” Tabler (2018), translated by Jeffrey Saks.
Rav Aryeh Levin (1885-1969), the Tzaddik of Jerusalem.

THE GOOD WE INHERIT _ Preserve your family stories in a beautiful book.
with OU Israel \-;__/ Create yours at legacytalecraft.com



At Protea in Elkana, you're home

Have a family holiday experience in a warm, close, and cultivated
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

One of the most beautiful customs associat-
ed with the yom tov of Sukkot, is welcoming
the Ushpizin (special guests) to our Sukkah
each night. Of course these seven Ushpizin
represent the early generations and greatest
lights of the Jewish People. Each night we
welcome a new guest to our Sukkah, to join
the other special guests who have gathered in
our Sukkah as the yom tov has progressed. We
welcome Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe,
Aharon, Yosef, and David. Aside from the great
symbolism of surrounding ourselves meta-
physically with the presence and great ruch-
niyut of our ancestors, what is the significance
of this beautiful custom of welcoming these
Ushpizin into our Sukkah?

There is an interesting midrash in Breisheet
Rabbah, which introduces us to the meaning
behind the mitzvah of yeshiva b'sukkah, and
sheds some light on the significance of the
practice to welcome the Ushpizin.

The midrash points to the verse, where
Avraham Avinu, greets the melachim who
have come to visit him and share the tidings
that Sara will finally be blessed with a child.
Avraham Avinu invites the melachim to rest in
the shade, under the branches of the trees. So
too, our sages taught, Avraham's descendants
will merit to sit in the shade of Divine Protec-
tion, under the branches which cover the roof
of the Sukkah, and to welcome guests to join
them! Just as our ancestors engaged in acts of

& ) d
'r.’ﬁ?r";#?f( U
Oathing g

(%);.m

THE PERFECT GIFT!

by Devorah Ungar

chesed, the ushpizin continue to remind
us of the special opportunity that the
yom tov of Sukkot offers each of us to
welcome guests and engage in chesed.

The Iturei Torah points out that
many sefarim suggest that Sukkot is
called Zman Simchateinu- literally the
time of our joy, and that the word zman-
time, is connected to the words zimun-
to invite, and hazmana- invitation! The
very essence of the yom tov of Sukkot
is to extend hospitality to others, even
as we leave the comfort of our home's
regular dining room, and enter the tem-
porary dwelling of our sukkah.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer

A beautifully illustrated collection of
inspirational writings on life, family, and the seasons of the
Jewish calendar. The perfect meditative companion,
providing spiritual nourishment for today's turbulent times.
Now at Pomeranz Bookseller, Jerusalem

Home delivery: 02-6235559 | Pomeranzbooks@gmail.com

Rebbe zy'a, offers another beautiful
insight related to Sukkot as Zman Sim-
chateinu. The Rebbe likens the experi-
ence of the Yom Tov of Sukkot, to the
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experience of a marriage, in this case between
Am Yisrael and HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The
Sukkah itself, represents the chupa, standing
underneath the canopy of Divine protection.
The seven days of Sukkot, explains the Rebbe,
correspond to the seven celebratory days,
beginning with the wedding, where family
and friends gather together to rejoice and
offer the special sheva brachot to gladden the
chatan and kallah.

Perhaps this beautiful insight of the Netivot
Shalom, can also help us to understand the
significance of the custom to welcome the
Ushpizin as well. One of the criteria for host-
ing a celebratory Sheva brachot meal, is that
each time the family and friends assemble to
celebrate with the chatan and kallah, we invite
Panim Chadashot, new faces, new guests who
have not yet had the zechut or opportunity to
fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing before and glad-
dening the chatan and kallah. Perhaps if the
entire Yom Tov of Sukkot is indeed meant to
parallel those seven days of celebration for the
bride and groom, then perhaps our Ushpizin,
our honored guests serve as our proverbial
Panim Chadashot for each day of celebration.

As we welcome the ushpizin to our Sukkah
this year, may we indeed be blessed to feel as
if we have entered into the security of stand-
ing under the canopy of Divine protection
that the Sukkah represents; to feel the joy and
excitement of celebrating with a new special
guest each night, and may we be blessed to
experience these days with complete and
utter simcha!

Chag Sameach! m
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Israel through a Lone Soldiers and system, revitalizing Jewish students
streamlined Aliyah National Service Israel's North through innovative
process and Volunteers who and South, and programming,
ongoing support contribute to addressing shaping the future
at every stage of Israel’s security the country’s of Zionist education
their journey and resilience national needs worldwide
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH
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1STAGE.
YOU DECIDE.
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HEAR FROM ISRAELS Available!
POLITICAL PARTIES - IN ENGLISH.

Israel365 News invites the Anglo-Israeli community to hear directly
from candidates, in English, about their party’s vision for Israel.

KNESSET ELECTIONS TOWN HALL

@ Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 REGISTER
NOW —>

@ 7:00-9:00PM

o Begin Heritage Center, Jerusalem PN o KGR (Ee =]
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R’ Pesach Wolicki Fleur Hassan-Nahoum Mati Gill Amichai Chikli Yishai Fleisher
Israel365 News Amcha Yisrael Party Beyachad Party Likud Party Otzma Yehudit Party

israel365.com/elections
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Einat Wilf Ohad Tal Lianne Pollak-David Dan lllouz Moshe Feiglin
Oz Party Religious Zionist Party Yashar Party Yisrael Beiteinu Party Zehut Party

Additional parties have been invited and will be announced soon!

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear from voices across Israel’s political landscape... in English!
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If someone forgot to find a good
place for his four minim before Sukkot, which
starts this year on Shabbat, can he move them
on Shabbat?

Since it is forbidden to do the mitz-
va of the four minim on Shabbat (Sukka 42b),
the lulav is purposeless and muktzeh (Rama,
Orach Chayim 658:2).
The Rama calls it “like
wood.” In other words,
unlike a shofar, which
is a kli shemelachto lis-
sur (Rama, OC 588:5),
which can be moved if
it is getting in the way,
a lulav (and aravot)
has no usage other
than a mitzva that does not exist on Shabbat.
As muktzeh machmat gufo, it cannot be moved
to use it or to get it out of the way. (The Taz
658:3 is a minority opinion that a lulav too is a
kli shemelachto Uissur.)

However, the Rama (OC 658:2) rules that
an etrog is not muktzeh on Shabbat because
it can be used for smell. The gemara (Sukka
37b) interestingly asserts that although objects
used for mitzva become forbidden to use for

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"]l (on the left)

I T e

other things, only the main non-mitzva usage is
forbidden. For hadasim, muktzeh U'mitzvato for-
bids smell; for etrog, it forbids eating, but smell
remains permitted. The usage for smell keeps
an etrog non-muktzeh. (See Magen Avraham
268:1 for explanations of how we avoid the
problem that we generally should not make a
beracha on smelling an etrog on Sukkot.)

In contemporary times, several poskim
view the Rama’s leniency as functionally
inapplicable. Shemir-
at Shabbat K’hilchata
(22:(55)) cites Rav Shlo-
mo Zalman Auerbach,
and Dirshu (658:5)
cites Rav Elyashiv, as
holding that modern
owners are uniquely
meticulous with their
etrogim. Consequently,
the etrog becomes muktzeh machamat chisa-
ron kis—a severe type of muktzeh. The Aruch
HaShulchan (OC 308:17) already implies a
similar viewpoint. This presents a conceptu-
al difficulty: while this assessment seems to
accurately reflect contemporary reality, it is
hard to assume that historical etrogim, which
were far scarcer and relatively more valuable,
were handled less sparingly. Rather than dis-
missing the applicability of earlier precedent
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX
UNION -7
Enhancing Jewisir Life

based on modern assumptions, some suggest
deferring to the Rama’s lenient assessment of
the etrog’s status (see Be’er Moshe 8:73). On
the other hand, it is somewhat difficult for
poskim to defer to a lenient assumption which
they do not see as accurate in their own times.

It is actually not fully clear to what extent
Shabbat changes the overall muktzeh status of
the four minim. The Yerushalmi (Sukka 3:11)
says that even on a regular Yom Tov, once one
has finished doing the mitzva and has put
down the lulav, he can no longer pick it up.
Many poskim, including the Rama (Darchei
Moshe, OC 652:1), assume we do not follow
the Yerushalmi, based on the concept of
“there is no muktzeh for half of Shabbat” (Beit-
za 26Db) or the fact that if one wanted to, there
may be value in extra holding of the four
minim (see discussion in Mishneh Halachot
VIII:242 about the minhag in Yerushalayim of
carrying the lulav around throughout the day
(Sukka 41b)). One way or the other, halacha
I'ma’aseh we assume that only on Shabbat
are they muktzeh. (The fascinating discussion
—see Teshuvot V’hanhagot V:212 — about why
it would not be a problem to move the lulav
before daybreak (the beginning of the mitzva)
is beyond our scope.)

In most ways, there is not a difference in
this regard whether the first day is on Shabbat
or any other day. However, it is possible that
being on the first day could make the matter
more lenient. At least part of the muktzeh
problem stems from the fact that the minim
are set aside for the mitzva and the mitzva
does not exist on Shabbat. However, until the

mitzva has been carried out once, the mitzva
preparations are called “hazmana” and are
not halachically impactful (see Rama, OC
638:1). Although lulav and aravot are anyway
not unusable, since hadasim can be used for
smell, they are very possibly not muktzeh on
Shabbat this year (Shoneh Halachot 568:3).

Having a dispute?

) For a Din Torah in English
f -\- or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Unused Silver & Gold?
Turnit into cash!

We buy all types of silver and gold:

Sibverware, sterling flatware, gold jewelry, sibver jewelry, and more.

Immediate payment

Professional valuation on Uhe spol
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Do you have family gold with sentimental value?
YYiow can ke the gobd itsel and tum it into a new oostom-giesignod picee
with a fresh, modern hook

5549
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= | EISNERAMPER

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both
individuals and organizations - from family offices to investment funds,
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper
can support your growth and success.
onta -‘(:\- Nerampe om

PREMIUM
MOVING

PREMIUM MOVING

]

?RE\J\\\%E PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
MOVW 053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project setto be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.
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For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,

and perfecting
every surface.

Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.

e %
DAVID KUSHNER EI -x@

058-661-0728 :
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We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

The undersigned, in his capacity

as receiver, hereby invites bids for
the purchase of all rights in a
5-room apt. including a residential
secure space after TAMA on

8 Caspi Street in Jerusalem.

1. Purchase bids must be submitted in
writing, until 13.10.2026 at 15:00. In
order to receive the tender documents,
please email law_eyal@netvision.net.il.

2. A visit to the property will take
place on 17.9.2026, 24.9.2026 and
6.10.2026 between 10:00 & 11:00.

3. The sale is subject to the approval of
the Family Court in Jerusalem and its
instructions.

Eyal Schwartz, Attorney - Receiver
3 Am Ve'Olemu St., Jerusalem

Tel. 02-6230722, Fax. 02-6230725
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NCSY ISRAEL

MESSAGE FROM NCSY ISRAEL LEADERSHIP

Becoming More:
From Inspiration to Action

RABBI MICHAEL KAHN,
Executive Director, NCSY Israel
RABBI YOSEF GINSBERG,
Regional Director, NCSY Israel

As Yom Kippur comes to a close, we natu-
rally think about teshuvah: what we want to
change, what we can improve, and who we
hope to become in the year ahead. But per-
haps teshuvah is about something even bigger.
Chazal teach that teshuvah was created before
the world itself (7 ’noo). Rav Yerucham
Levovitz (1875-1936), the famed Mashgiach
of the Mir Yeshiva, asks: If teshuvah exists
only to repair sin, why was it created before
there were people capable of sinning? His
answer changes our understanding of teshu-
vah. Teshuvah is not merely about fixing the
past. It is a fundamental capacity Hashem
placed within us: the ability to grow, to return
to ourselves, and to become closer to the peo-
Pple we are capable of being.

The Torah tells us: 792,780 1270 PN 1P
(7,2 ©9127) Ymwy? 722521, The progression is
powerful: o2 - what we say; 72272 - what we
feel; but ultimately ymwy? - what we do.

Yom Kippur gives us a day filled with
thoughts, words, reflection, and emotion. But
then comes Sukkot. We leave the Beit Knesset,
pick up the Arba Minim, build a Sukkah, eat
in it, celebrate in it, and bring our renewed
commitments into everyday life. The transi-
tion from Yom Kippur to Sukkot reminds us
that inspiration is only the beginning. Growth
becomes real when it becomes action.

That message feels especially meaningful
as we reflect on a year of growth at NCSY
Israel. In 5786, more than 750 unique teens
participated in NCSY Israel and Chai program-
ming, a 34% increase over the previous year.
We welcomed 405 first-time participants and
recorded more than 3, 000 attendances across
170 programs and events. But behind every
number is a teen who showed up, connected,
learned, questioned, led, or took another step
forward. You can see more of our 5786 Year in
Review in this week’s Torah Tidbits.

Now, as we launch 5787, our challenge is
not simply to do more, but to become more.
And becoming more happens through action.
Choose one new commitment to Torah or tefil-
lah. Work on one middah. Reach out to some-
one who needs a friend. Take responsibility
when it would be easier to wait for someone
else. Step into a leadership role. Turn an idea
you believe in into something you actually do.
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As we move from Yom Kippur into
Sukkot and begin a new year of NCSY
Israel, may 5787 be a year in which
the thoughts of our minds and the
aspirations of our hearts become the
actions of our lives. May Hashem give
our entire community the courage to
keep growing, to keep acting, and ulti-
mately to become more of who we
were created to be.

1NNY M N0 NNPHN M)

FULLY ACCESSIBLE » ELEVATOR = PARKING

3 AIR DIRECTIONS
GREEN SURROUNDINGS & PRIVACY
EXCELLENT LAYOUT » REQUIRES RENOVATION

OLD KATAMON

NEW ON THE MARKET » PRIME LOCATION -
BOUSTANAI STREET
3 BEDROOMS = 97 SQM = 157 FLOOR " | g

SPACIOUS LIVING RODM
AND BRIGHT INTERIORS

I'|H4?§UU,OUO NIS
RUTH ABRAHAMI

3 054-8070677

YIGAL MARCUS
Board Chair, NCSY Israel Friends

A few years ago, before October 7, I met a
teenager at an NCSY Israel Shabbaton whom
I will call “Moshe.” As we discussed his future,
he told me that he hoped to fulfill his national
service through one of Israel’s sports programs
rather than enlist in a traditional IDF role.

I remember thinking about his remarkable
potential. Moshe was charismatic, influential,
and naturally gifted at connecting with oth-
ers. With the right encouragement, he could
use those qualities to serve his country and
strengthen those around him.

When I saw Moshe again recently, he was
wearing an IDF uniform. He had set aside his
athletic plans and chosen to join a combat
unit.

What changed? What inspires a young per-
son to embrace a greater responsibility?

Before making aliyah, I spent 21 years
coaching the championship-winning Mock
Trial Team at Torah Academy of Bergen Coun-
ty in Teaneck, New Jersey. That experience

taught me that our young people possess
extraordinary, often untapped potential.

The best coaching does not simply tell teen-
agers what they can accomplish. It creates
a culture of self-discovery, inspiration, and
high expectations in which they recognize
that potential for themselves—and choose to
pursue something worthy of it.

That is what NCSY Israel did for Moshe.
Through meaningful relationships and dedi-
cated mentors, it helped him understand that
he had a unique contribution to make to Klal
Yisrael.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks taught: “Leaders are
not born; they are made, and they are made
when people have the opportunity and the
responsibility to lead.”

Our young people are searching for mean-
ing, belonging, and a purpose larger than
themselves. NCSY Israel gives them the tools,
encouragement, and opportunities to discover
that they need not wait for adulthood to lead.
They can begin serving and shaping the Jew-
ish future today.

Please join us in cultivating the next gener-
ation of Jewish leaders.

Wishing you and your family a Shana
Tova-a year of peace, health, success, and
abundant nachat. m
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Projects under Development

Jerusalem City Center

An exclusive, private residential venue
within walking distance of the Old City.
Concierge services, full hotel amenities,
and high-end shopping.

German Colony

A small, intimate luxury boutique project.
In the heart of the German Colony, Garden
apartments and penthouses.

Starting from 75,000 NIS per sqm

A Smart Investment

One Venue Combining All Daily Services at an
Excellent Price. Located in a strategic and highly
accessible location in southern Jerusalem.

Starting from NIS 35,000 NIS per sqm

0Old Katamon - Last Units

A boutique project in the heart of Old
Katamon. True luxury. Occupancy in
two years. Start planning today, or
regret it tomorrow.

Hadera - Sea Front

Missed out on Netanya? Hadera is the next opportunity. Enjoy Shabbat
with a sea-view facing a nature reserve, in a one-of-a-kind project:
vacation now, and then first-line seaside living when the time comes.

*Renderings for illustrative purposes only.

OrliRaz  »Univue-

ssssssssssssssssss Realty Solutions



Resale Properties

Kalusner

100 sgm, in advanced stages of urban renewal.
Will become a 114 sqm apartment with a windowed
storage room, parking and balcony - 3.6M NIS

Eliyahu Hakim, Armon HaNetziv

4 rooms 106 sqm, 2nd floor
60 sqm balcony facing the view,
excellent condition - 3.99M NIS

Yosef Luria

A luxury smart-home cottage, high-standard
architectural design, 200 sqm of built space, 6
rooms, 100 sqm garden, private entrance - 9.9M NIS

Excellent small apartments for
investment in Arnona and Baka.

Gideon Beit HaArava :  Koreh HaDorot

45 sqm apartment, 52 sqm, 2 rooms, Brand-new garden
ground floor, : second and top floor, : apartment including a

4 exposures, 2.5 rooms, small building, can be : safe room (mamad),
inan urbanrenewal ! converted to 3 rooms - high standard, 42 sqm,

zone - 2.4M NIS 2.320M NIS :  fully accessible - 2.4M NIS

For more information on these projects or others in the area, be in touch:

Liraz —058-4010777 Orli —050-7243735 Orli.Lirazl@gmail.com




RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

SHMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
17V 1050 195 19X N2 NOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

SHMINI ATZERET/
SIMCHAT TORAH

We read the parsha of V’zot Habracha, a
short parsha of 41 verses. And the beginning
of Breishit which itself is 34 verses.

Moshe is about to die, to take leave of the
people before they enter the Land of Israel. In
his last words to his people, Moshe blesses all
12 tribes of the Jewish people. He ascribes to
each tribe a different quality, pointing out the
qualities that a rich and varied society in the
impending nation of Israel will need. Leader-
ship, consistency, legislature, judges, business,
agriculture, warriors, minerals. In this Moshe
speaks mostly to G-d, not to the people, illus-
trating to Him the greatness of the people he
is to take leave of.

”/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DVARIM 33:1-7)
% 3 Moshe blesses the people before
% peop

his death. G-d approached us at
Sinai, although He has all nations; we were
the ones who received His utterances. He is
the King over Israel. Reuven endures as does
his progeny. Yehuda, G-d hears his voice, he is
powerful, and be his help.

Moshe does not bless the tribes in a way
that we think of blessing. A blessing would be:
may you have success or may you have peace.
Rather, Moshe describes the unique quality of
each of the tribes. Perhaps the blessing is: use

the qualities you have been endowed with to
serve our great nation in our Land.

Reuven is the consistent one. Enduring.
Always at the ready. Yehuda is power and
leadership, the eventual monarch.

K 2ND ALIYA (33:8-12)
{\‘} Levi, He is Your pious one, with-

standing trials by listening to Your
covenant. They will teach Your Torah and
serve You. Bless him and gird him in the face
of adversaries. Binyamin, the beloved of G-d,
He protects him, while he dwells on His chest.

The Jewish people need religious leaders
and that is Levi. Binyamin is the seat of the
Mikdash, the physical partner to Levi’s reli-
gious service.

'{‘ 3RD ALIYA (33:13-17)
% : Yosef, his land is blessed, from
%

the sweet of the land, moun-
tains and hills. He has power through both
Ephraim and Menashe.

Yosef is agricultural bounty, strength in
economy and strength in numbers.

.‘/“ 4TH ALIYA (33:18-21)
‘/k\O) Zevulun is pleasing in his jour-

neys, Yissachar in his dwellings.
People gather at the mountain, enjoying the
bounty of the sea and of the earth. Gad is
blessed, dwelling as a lion. His portion is leg-
islation, leadership, righteousness and justice.

Zevulun is the merchant marine, Yissachar
the philosopher prince. Gad is the backbone of
national institutions, of justice and the rule of law.

'{" 5TH ALIYA (33:21-29)
’/k\O) Dan is a lion cub, enjoying the

Bashan. Naftali, satisfied, full of
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blessing, the sea and the south. Asher, blessed
more than children, beloved by brothers, feet of
oil, shoes of iron and copper. None is like G-d,
riding the heavens in your aid, splendorous.
Dan protects the northern border, while
Naftali the west and the south. Asher is the
peace maker, with “soft oiled feet but shoes of
iron”, a metaphor for stepping softly but with
principles when needed. The peace maker.

"/" CHATAN TORAH (34:1-12)
K’} G-d of ages surveys, under Him

strength, repelling enemies. The
Jewish people dwell safely, wheat and wine,
oil like dew. Fortunate are you Israel to have
such a Protector. Moshe ascended Har Navo,
looking out over the Land. G-d told him, this
is the Land I promised to you, though you will
not enter it. Moshe died, buried, though his
burial spot is not known. His strength was
with him to the end. The people mourned
for 30 days. Yehoshua was filled with Divine
spirit, though none will ever be as Moshe,
knowing G-d, face to face, performing all the
wonders which he did in front of all Israel.
Moshe’s life comes to an end. Perhaps a

tinge of tragedy, failing to enter the Land he
worked toward his whole life. But, in men-
tioning Yehoshua, and in following his poet-
ic description of the spectrum of talent the
Jewish people display, he leaves the world
satisfied. His goal was not to enter the Land;
his goal was to successfully lead his people
to enter the Land. He leaves the world satis-
fied that all that is needed for success is right
there in front of them. His life’s mission was
accomplished.
.v‘ CHATAN TORAH, BREISHIT (1:1-2:3)
vk\" So as to continue the lifelong
- learning of our Torah, following
the conclusion of the Torah we jump right
in and continue with the beginning of the
Torah, reading the story of Creation from day
1 through Shabbat. B

Lovely Apartment for Sale
in Nof Tzion, Jrslm
4.5 rooms + balcony + store room

Open view to Har Habayit
2,480,000 NIS * 054-6600138

"And the time of weeping and mourning was over." (34:8)

(n:T7) nwn '7ax D2 MW NN

By the case of Moshe Rabbeinu's demise, we are told that the days of weeping and

mourning "came to an end".

The Oznayim LaTorah (Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin 1881-1966 Lithuania-Jerusalem) asks
why by the death of Yaakov Avinu there is no mention of when the weeping came to

an end?

Rabbi Sorotzkin answers that when Moshe passed away, even though full of anguish
and sadness, nevertheless they were encouraged by the forthcoming embarking into
the land of Eretz Yisrael. This jubilant occasion was able to galvanize their feelings. How-
ever, with the death of Yaakov was the impending danger of enslavement and exile. For
this reason, the Torah omits any reference to weeping or mourning "coming to an end."

Shabbat Shalom
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WHEN HISTORY
MEETS OPPORTUNITY

END OF THE PROJECT

SALE
239.26,,

DISCOUNTS AND BENEFITS WORTH HUNDREDS OF
THOUSANDS OF SHEKELS, AS WELL AS A PREMIUM
DESIGN PACKAGE AS OUR GIFT TO YOU.

STARTING FROM:

n 3, /90,000

N

THE CROWN
IN MEKOR CHAIM 55 077-2309189




UGHT AFTE
D KATAMO

last 3 apartments

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REUVEN: 050-5231478 f «*w \
boblouisa8@gmail.com Oa1A.N
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“The eighth day shall be an atzeret for you;
‘you shall perform no work of labor.” (Bamid-
bar 29:35)

The day following the seven-day holiday of
Succot is called Atzeret. What does this term
mean? Rashi explains that Atzeret means
“restriction”, on that day, one is restricted
from performing work. But if so, why isn’t
every day of Yom Tov called an Atzeret? Why
is the eighth day singled out solely as Atzeret?

Rashi on this pasuk offers a second expla-
nation: atzru milatzeit - “They were restrained
from leaving.” This refers to the halacha of
ta’un lina, which mandates that when one
offers a sacrifice, they must remain near the
Beit HaMikdash for an additional night.

Rashi then presents a third explanation
from the Midrash Aggada:

JWs.
SHORT-TERM RENTAL FOR 2

Cozy One-Bedroom kosher Apartment
Jerusalem - Old Katamon
Fully equipped KOSHER kitchen
Free Wi-Fi
054-660-6323

RABBI SH

RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

TN YN MY oW oY NTIRI WIT
NWPA2,DPNn DNY MK ,NIYY PRIV, MIIR'Y
.01 MNRY ¥ MOP NTIVD 7 WY DN

“During the days of the holiday, the nation
sacrificed on behalf of the seventy nations, and
when they were ready to leave, the Almighty
said: ‘Please make me one additional meal so
I can rejoice with you.™

Throughout Succot, Bnei Yisrael offered sev-
enty sacrifices on behalf of all the non-Jewish
nations. Hashem requested that Bnei Yisra-
el stay one more day, so they could rejoice
together — alone. Rashi explains Atzeret as
a term of endearment, akin to a father who
holds back his children from leaving, saying:
“Your departure pains me.” After the intense
celebrations of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
and Succot in the Beit HaMikdash, Hashem
finds it hard to let us go.

The ba’alei mussar ask: How does one more
day help? Doesn’t it just prolong the pain?
Any kindergarten teacher will tell you that
when dropping a child off, the best approach
is a quick departure; lingering only makes
the separation harder. So why does Hashem
prolong it?

Rav Yitzhak Mirsky! suggests that Hash-

1. Rav Yitzhak Mirsky, Hegyononei Halacha vol
3p78
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em’s reluctance to see us leave is because He
does not want us to forsake the spiritual level
attained over the holidays. The Yamim Noraim
are a time of intense spiritual elevation. How
does an extra day strengthen our bond and
commitment to Torah?

Shemini Atzeret is combined with Simchat
Torah (in Israel, they are on the same day).
Through celebrating Torah, we affirm its
central role in our lives. This ensures that we
never truly “depart” or separate from Hashem
as long as we continue learning and living by
the Torah’s precepts.

On Simchat Torah, we dance and encircle
the bima. Why not just dance in a circle? Rab-
bi Yitzhak Isaac Schorr (cited by Rav Mirsky)
explains that dancing around the bima sym-
bolizes the Jewish people’s connection to Torah
study. We don’t just revere the Torah scrolls
locked away in the Aron. The Torah’s place is on
the bima, the site of active learning and engage-
ment. Torah without learning does not connect
us to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. We carry Torah
with us, celebrating study as a living bond.

Hashem requests one more day, a day with-
out the shofar, lulav, or succah. A day devoted
solely to celebrating Torah, the glue that binds
us to Him throughout the year.

Another explanation, offered by some Hasid-
ic masters, focuses on the phrase “kasheh alai
predatchem” - “Your departure is difficult for
Me.” While the simple meaning refers to God’s
sadness at Bnei Yisrael leaving Jerusalem to
return home, the word predatchem (“your
departure”) can also mean “your separation.”
This hints not at separation from God (which
would have been depicted by “predateinw)”,
but separation from one another.?

Hashem grieves when He sees us part after

2. Predateinu would refer to a separation
between Hsahem and Am Yisrael.
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experiencing our national unity during the
holidays. Therefore, He asks for one more day
to witness all his people celebrate together.
He does not want us to return to our homes
divided; instead, we come together to dance
around the Torah, acknowledging that despite
differences, the Torah unites us as one nation.

Man was created with his heart on the
left side of his body. Usually, the right side is
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viewed as stronger and more important. Why,
then, is such a vital organ placed on the left?

One suggestion is that when we face anoth-
er person, their heart aligns with our right
side. Our hearts are designed to focus on and
connect with others — whose hearts are on
our right.

Shemini Atzeret teaches us that with Hash-
em, there is never truly a “goodbye.” The Yam-
im Noraim and Succot may end, but Hashem
draws us close one more time to remind us that
the bond of Torah and the unity of Am Yisrael
are not seasonal experiences, they are eternal.

On this day we learn that our connection to
God is not found in dramatic rituals alone -
not in the shofar, not in the lulav, not even in
the succah, but in the daily embrace of Torah,
which accompanies us everywhere. We also
learn that our hearts were fashioned to beat

Sivuv Shearim

in rhythm with one another. To feel the cry of
another Jew, to rejoice in each other’s joy, to
dance together around the Torah that belongs
tous all.

May we live with that awareness that the
Torah is our anchor, that every Jew is our
family, and that Hashem is always holding us
close, until the ultimate day when all of Am
Yisrael will dance together in Yerushalayim,
in everlasting joy.
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In a finished, brand new building on
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apartment, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
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For more information, contact Menachem Persoff at
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Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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Birchot HaShachar: A Daily
Reminder of Hashem’s Gifts

After beginning our davening by thank-
ing Hashem for our neshamot (Modeh Ani
and Elokai Neshama), and for our bodies
(Asher Yatzar), and then preparing our-
selves properly for the day ahead through
Birchot HaTorah, we now begin Birchot
HaShachar.

Birchot HaShachar is a series of 16
brachot in which we praise and thank
Hashem for many of the basic blessings
and functions of our daily lives - for giv-
ing us clothing, sight, strength, freedom,
and more. The Mishna Berura explains
that the reason we recite these brachot is
based on the famous statement in Gemara
Brachot 35a that one is not permitted to
benefit from this world without first mak-
ing a bracha. Just as this is true for every
food we eat, it is also true for the many
pleasures and benefits we experience
throughout our lives. We need to stop and
appreciate what Hashem has given us each
and every day.

The Gemara in Brachot describes how, as
a person prepares for the day, he should
make a bracha at each step along the way.
For example, when he opens his eyes, he
says Poke’ach Ivrim—“Who opens the eyes
of the blind.” When he gets dressed, he
says Malbish Arumim—“Who clothes the

naked.” This process helps us visualize all
of the blessings Hashem has placed in our
lives and develop a greater appreciation
for them. Nowadays, we recite the entire
list together as part of our set tefillah, but
the underlying idea remains the same - to
pause and recognize just how much Hash-
em gives us every single day.

In this article, we will focus on the first
three brachot.

NP2 P OV 3 YNIDY N2

We praise and thank Hashem for giving
the “i>w” the ability to distinguish between
day and night. *)2¥ can refer both to a
rooster and to the heart.

As we hear the rooster’s “cock-a-doodle-
doo, ” announcing the arrival of a new day,
we are reminded that we, too, (like the
rooster) have been granted a special ability
to distinguish. From a young age, we learn
to differentiate between good and evil, safe
and dangerous, hot and cold, and right and
wrong.

This innate ability is something we often
take for granted, but it is essential to our
daily functioning. More specifically, our
ability to distinguish between day and
night and to recognize the passage of time
gives our lives structure and meaning.
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When the days begin to blur together and
time loses its significance, life can begin to
feel less meaningful and consequential. We
thank Hashem for giving us the gift of time
- the opportunity to wake up each morn-
ing with new goals and ambitions, and to
recognize the uniqueness and potential of
each new day.

" 23y N5Y 02997 927 IEON N NRX 173

We thank Hashem for having created us
as Jews. The Midrash relates that Moshe
Rabbeinu was so overcome with emotion at
Matan Torah, as he received the Torah and
mitzvot, that he cried out with this bracha
(Midrash Abachir). When we recite this
bracha, we should take a moment to focus
on the incredible gift we have been given -
the privilege of belonging to Klal Yisrael, of
recognizing and serving HaKadosh Baruch
Huy, and of having the opportunity to learn
His Torah and fulfill His

recorded and answered halachic she’eilot
during the Holocaust in his sefer n'nynn,
was asked a powerful question: How could
Jews continue to recite the bracha xbw
71y »1wy when they were literally being
enslaved in the most brutal circumstances?

Based on the Avudraham, he explains
that the bracha must be recited even
by someone who is, in fact, a slave. The
bracha is not referring only to physical
freedom, but also to spiritual freedom. A
person may be physically enslaved, but he
can still retain the ability to serve Hashem.
And even when that ability is taken away
by oppressors, we know that such a situ-
ation is only temporary. We are still given
bechirah chofshit (free choice), the ability
to choose how we respond, how we behave,
and how we conduct ourselves.

We saw a powerful expression of this in

mitzvot.

Try picturing for a
moment what our lives
would be like without
the Torah to guide us.
When we truly stop to
think about this, we can
be overcome with grat-
itude and happiness
that our hearts are, as
the Yesod V’Shoresh
HaAvodah describes
it, “on fire” with
appreciation.
29010758 D HAR 9172

T3y 30y N9Y Biv)

We thank Hashem
for having created us
as free people. Rabbi

< ——
Birchot HaShachar

Birchot HaShachar is a series of 16 brachot in =\
which we praise and thank Hashem for many of the
basic blessings of our daily lives—for giving us clothing,

sight, strength, freedom, and much more.

The Mishna Berura explains that we recite these brachot
based on the famous statement in Gemara Berachot 35a
that one is not permitted to benefit from this world
without first making a bracha. Just as this is true for
every food we eat, it is also true for the many pleasures
and benefits we experience throughout our lives.

We need to stop and appreciate what Hashem

< Cutand paste into your siddur
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has given us each and every day.

Ephraim Oshry, who 1\\:\

9.
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recent years, when some of the hostages,
despite being physically imprisoned and
enduring unimaginable circumstances,
chose to begin keeping Shabbat and oth-
er religious practices. Even when their
physical freedom was taken from them,
they found ways to exercise their spiritual
freedom and strengthen their connection
to Hashem.

This is an important reminder for all of
us. No matter what difficult circumstances
we may face, there is always an inner free-
dom that cannot be taken away: the free-
dom to choose our response and the person
we want to be.

VY NYY ,02¥D 970 IPYR N NHX 992
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Men thank Hashem for having given
them the ability to focus on their Avodat

Hashem, to be able to spend hours studying
Torah and to be devoted to all of the Mitzv-
ot, without some of the additional respon-
sibilities that were granted to women, and
to therefore be fully obligated in all of the
Mitzvot. This bracha should be a reminder
every day to commit oneself to this special
responsibility and privilege.

Women here acknowledge that they were
created as Hashem willed. Hashem creat-
ed man and woman together as one being
and then separated them into two distinct
beings, with separate roles and identities
(Bnei Yissaschar). This was Hashem’s
will, and we thank Him for giving us our
unique role and responsibilities, including
the privilege of balancing building a family
with our own Avodat Hashem.

Next week, iyH, we will continue our
exploration of Birchot HaShachar. m

iulr WirePay
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

GIVAT CANADA, GILO
The quality of life you’ve always
dreamed of. Spacious & sunny 5.5-room
duplex, 133sqm plus expansive sukkah
terraces with breathtaking views. Beautifully
designed kitchen — perfect for cooking and
hosting. Luxurious master suite with huge
private terrace overlooking the view, private
parking, small, well-maintained building.
Exceptional location, quiet street, surrounded
by pastoral greenery, in a high-quality
neighborhood and community.
Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464

IN QUIET & CLASSIC TALPIOT
Charming and spacious duplex penthouse,
7 rooms, 194 sqm, in a small building.
Huge sukkah balcony, private elevator,
covered private parking, storage room.
Near quality schools, parks, The promenade,
synagogues, playgrounds, and more.
Exclusive! Anita 055-4549429

IN THE QUIETEST,
GREENEST PLACE IN REHAVIA
Charming 3.5-room “classic” apartmentin a
historic Mandate-era building, high ceilings,
2nd-floor, distinctive curved living room
wall, and 2 Sukkah balconies. Full of
character and outstanding potential.
Prime location near the vibrant cafés of
Azza Street, Valley of the Cross, the
Israel Museum, Givat Ram, and excellent
public transportation. Exclusive!
Moshe 055-4549428
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Service within 24 hours.

GERMAN COLONY - GANEI KATAMON
Worthy 4-room apartment, private
storage, covered parking. 3rd floor, elevator.
Tastefully designed, maintained, underfloor
heating, central air conditioning, spacious
master suite, three exposures. Completely
renovated, quiet & green surroundings,
near Emek Refaim and public transportation.
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Torah Values or Torah Tests?
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Yechiel asks:

My candidate is very frum and connected
to Torah, and it's important for him to build a
relationship based on Torah. Every first date
he tries to assess the match according to how
they can discuss Torah values and topics,
but he ends up giving a "Shmus" and scaring
away the girls. It's not easy to find someone
as frum as he's looking for, and till I do he
runs them through tests... What can I do?

Aleeza answers:

I actually think your candidate has a beau-
tiful goal. He doesn’t just want someone
who is frum on paper. He wants a relation-
ship where Torah is alive, where they can
talk about values, hashkafa, growth, and
build a home together around something
meaningful.

The problem isn’t what he wants. It’s how
he’s testing for it.

Right now, it sounds like he’s walking into
a first date thinking, “Let me see if she can
have the kind of Torah conversation I want
in a marriage.” So he brings up a topic, starts

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

sharing his thoughts...and before he knows

it, she’s sitting through a “shmus” she never

signed up for.

He may walk away thinking, “She wasn’t
interested in Torah.” She may walk away
thinking, “He wasn’t interested in me.”

Those are two very different things.

Here are five things I’d coach him to do
differently:

1. Listen before asking to be listened to.
Before you find out whether she can
engage with your world, engage with
hers. What lights her up? What does she
care about? What kind of Torah does she
connect to? Which leads us to...

2. Cater the Torah to the person.

If she loves family, talk about something
connected to building a Jewish home. If
she’s passionate about her career, ask
about balancing ambition and values. If
she’s deep, maybe she’ll love discussing
emunah. Torah is enormous. Find the
doorway that interests her.

3. Set the stage, and then stop talking.

You don’t need a ten-minute introduc-
tion to make a Torah point. Give her the
idea in a minute or two and ask, “What
do you think?” “Does that resonate with
you?” “How do you see that?”

4. Check that she’s still with you.

Halfway through, pause. Is she engaged?
Asking questions? Adding thoughts?
Great. Keep going. Is she smiling politely
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while you’re delivering part three of a
five-part shiur? Change course. A date is
not a shiur.

5. Look for compatibility, not identicality.
He doesn’t necessarily need someone
who talks about Torah exactly as he does.
He needs someone who respects how
important Torah is to him and wants it to
be central to the home they build. Those
are not always the same thing.

Most importantly, remind him: don’t test
for marriage before you've built communica-
tion. First dates are for discovering a person,
and developing the connection.

He wants a wife he can talk Torah with.
The “with” is just as important as the Torah.

May you help him find a woman who
shares his Torah values, appreciates his pas-
sion, and turns all those future “shmusim”
into beautiful conversations.

Blessings,

Aleezam

(")
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E7E en.shagririm.org.il
E 3 0585323242

‘”‘n ] ']CT R

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!
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Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

3924

Els

r.{ !
|

OU ISRAEL 157



ACADEMY
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Bedrooms Bathrooms Garage Space Swimming Pool

OVERVIEW

230 sgm+ on one level,

this elegant 5-room apartment offers
3 bedroom en-suites, including

a double-sized primary suite,

plus a family room / study

that may serve as a 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining areaq,
floor-to-ceiling windows, green
views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
2 parking spaces,

storage rooms and full accessibility.
24/7 concierge, swimming pool,

. gym, tenants room, security , Miklat
OVERSIZED MASTERBR SUCCAHBALCONY

EXCLUSIVE LISTING BY DOV EHRMAN

Q 972-54-451-3049 () dovehrmani@yahoocom ®© Jerusalem.Israel
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Ensure halachic
compliance
Include the halachic estate
document as part of your
financial planning
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Directives available for US, Canada, UK, and Israel

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Brody
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Jgive Platinum

A New DAF for
a New Year

Support Israeli causes with heart and
strategy. Open a Jgive donor-advised fund
and give cash or appreciated stock, all while
enjoying global tax benefits.

Scan for an appointment

The above should not be misconstrued as tax advice, legal advice, a recommendation,
or an opinion regarding the advisability of participating in financial products of any kind
or type, including but not limited to participation in donor-advised funds (DAF). The
above is not meant to be a substitute for personal advice tailored to the client's needs,
nor does it take the place of advice given by qualified professionals.





