
112 TORAH TIDBITS 1678 / HA'AZINU - YOM KIPPUR - SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH

24     TORAH TIDBITS 1487 / YOM KIPPUR - HA'AZINU - SUKKOT - SHEMINI ATZERET/ SIMCHAT TORAH - V'ZOT HABRACHA 5783

The  
Golden Mean

The economist John Kenneth Galbraith 
once commented that the definition of 
a true philosopher is someone who can 
defend two polar opposite theories and 
be comfortable with Galbraith was on to 
something, but he was preceded by Cha-
zon Ish. 

In a letter, Chazon Ish comments on the 
qualifications of a Navi. He quotes Ram-
bam for example who states that Nevu’ah 
can only be received and transmitted if 
the prophet is b’simcha. Remarkably that 
means, comments Chazon Ish, that when  
Yirmiyahu wrote Eicha he was b’simcha! 
This counter-intuitive reality highlights 
the fact that a person has the capacity to 
live with two contradictory qualities and 
function comfortably with both of them 
simultaneously. 

In fact a careful reading of the first and 
second chapters of Rambam’s Hilchot Deot 
will reveal that this is the proper under-
standing of the Golden Mean, the middle 
path in exercising character traits. Contrary 
to the generally accepted understanding of 
this central motif that this “middle road” 
is “moderation” in the classic sense ( not 
extremely arrogant yet not extremely hum-
ble, but somewhere in the middle). Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk was known to 
say “A horse walks in the middle of the road 
not a Jew”.  

A proper analysis of Rambam’s halachot 
will reveal the true understanding of the 
Golden Mean. 

He can also exercise extreme 
humility and an embracing love

It is not about a constant positioning “in 
the middle “Deot is about being in total 
control of one’s emotions. True success 
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SUKKOT

The major holy days are divided into two 
very different themes. 

Firstly we have the ימים נוראים - The Days of 
Awe, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Rosh 
Hashanah as we know is the day of Judgement, 
in fact the entire world is judged on Rosh Hasha-
nah. (The Chofetz Chayim once remarked that 
if the nations of the world would realize this, 
everyone would purchase a Machzor!)

Following Rosh Hashanah there is a period 
of reflection and ideally transition. 

Yom Kippur is a day of Teshuvah and for-
giveness. Our hope is that Hashem will adjust 
our Din based upon our Teshuvah. It is not 
coincidental that Yom Kippur was the day we 
received the Torah again on Har Sinai. Yom 
Kippur is a new beginning. 

Secondly we have the שלוש רגלים , Pesach, 
Shavuot and Succot. The Torah describes 
these holy days with agriculture references. 
Pesach, חג האסיף , the springtime festival, is 
the time of זריעה - planting. The beginning of 

the agrarian process.
Shavout חג הקציר , the season of reaping the 

harvest which has arrived. 
Succot is חג האסיף , the festival of in gather-

ing. We bring our produce home. 
There certainly was a time at the beginning 

of the history of Am Yisrael that a significant 
majority of our people were farmers but this 
was not meant to be the sole occupation of 
the people. Clearly this is a metaphor best 
described by the Maharal (ספר גבורות : מ׳ו). 
These festivals speak to the spiritual destiny 
of our people. 

Pesach, the Exodus from Egypt was the 
birth of a nation. The spiritual seeds were 
planted. 

Shavuot, when Hashem gave us the Torah 
and we received it. We reaped our spirit 
harvest. 

Sukkot, we brought the harvest home and 
began to nourish ourselves with the fruit of 
Torah and Mitzvot. The in gathering process 
taking us eventually to the סוכת שלם, the Beit 
Hamikdash in Eretz Yisrael. 

Rav Hutner presents a majestic idea based 
on a strange Midrash (ויקרא רבא י׳ג) that links 
Yom Kippur to Sukkoth. To paraphrase, the 
Midrash compares the Jewish people holding 
their lulav high to a victorious soldier holding 
his sword returning victoriously from the bat-
tle of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 

Unlike Pesach and Shavuot which occur at 
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independent times of the year, Sukkot imme-
diately follows Yom Kippur. The two seeming-
ly disparate sets of holy days are now actually 
blended together into one unit. Sukkot is the 
“closer!” For both and makes them into one 
unified spiritual journey. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the mitzvah 
of simchat Yom Tov applies to all three of the 
 ,זמן שמחתנו Sukkot alone is called ,שלוש רגלים
the Festival of Simcha, the festival of ingather-
ing. We all come home. Those with less, those 
with more all exit their material surroundings 
and enter the Sukkah. A level playing field 
representing the reality that we have success-
fully travelled the journey of Rosh Hashana, 
Yom Kippur, Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. 

We have come home to embrace real life, the 
glorious life imbued with Torah and mitzvot. 

The ultimate simcha. 
 חג שמח

Hoping to see you, Dovi
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56 King George St.
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