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One of the most beautiful customs associat-
ed with the yom tov of Sukkot, is welcoming
the Ushpizin (special guests) to our Sukkah
each night. Of course these seven Ushpizin
represent the early generations and greatest
lights of the Jewish People. Each night we
welcome a new guest to our Sukkah, to join
the other special guests who have gathered in
our Sukkah as the yom tov has progressed. We
welcome Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe,
Aharon, Yosef, and David. Aside from the great
symbolism of surrounding ourselves meta-
physically with the presence and great ruch-
niyut of our ancestors, what is the significance
of this beautiful custom of welcoming these
Ushpizin into our Sukkah?

There is an interesting midrash in Breisheet
Rabbah, which introduces us to the meaning
behind the mitzvah of yeshiva b'sukkah, and
sheds some light on the significance of the
practice to welcome the Ushpizin.

The midrash points to the verse, where
Avraham Avinu, greets the melachim who
have come to visit him and share the tidings
that Sara will finally be blessed with a child.
Avraham Avinu invites the melachim to rest in
the shade, under the branches of the trees. So
too, our sages taught, Avraham's descendants
will merit to sit in the shade of Divine Protec-
tion, under the branches which cover the roof
of the Sukkah, and to welcome guests to join
them! Just as our ancestors engaged in acts of
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THE PERFECT GIFT!

by Devorah Ungar

chesed, the ushpizin continue to remind
us of the special opportunity that the
yom tov of Sukkot offers each of us to
welcome guests and engage in chesed.

The Iturei Torah points out that
many sefarim suggest that Sukkot is
called Zman Simchateinu- literally the
time of our joy, and that the word zman-
time, is connected to the words zimun-
to invite, and hazmana- invitation! The
very essence of the yom tov of Sukkot
is to extend hospitality to others, even
as we leave the comfort of our home's
regular dining room, and enter the tem-
porary dwelling of our sukkah.
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Rebbe zy'a, offers another beautiful
insight related to Sukkot as Zman Sim-
chateinu. The Rebbe likens the experi-
ence of the Yom Tov of Sukkot, to the
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experience of a marriage, in this case between
Am Yisrael and HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The
Sukkah itself, represents the chupa, standing
underneath the canopy of Divine protection.
The seven days of Sukkot, explains the Rebbe,
correspond to the seven celebratory days,
beginning with the wedding, where family
and friends gather together to rejoice and
offer the special sheva brachot to gladden the
chatan and kallah.

Perhaps this beautiful insight of the Netivot
Shalom, can also help us to understand the
significance of the custom to welcome the
Ushpizin as well. One of the criteria for host-
ing a celebratory Sheva brachot meal, is that
each time the family and friends assemble to
celebrate with the chatan and kallah, we invite
Panim Chadashot, new faces, new guests who
have not yet had the zechut or opportunity to
fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing before and glad-
dening the chatan and kallah. Perhaps if the
entire Yom Tov of Sukkot is indeed meant to
parallel those seven days of celebration for the
bride and groom, then perhaps our Ushpizin,
our honored guests serve as our proverbial
Panim Chadashot for each day of celebration.

As we welcome the ushpizin to our Sukkah
this year, may we indeed be blessed to feel as
if we have entered into the security of stand-
ing under the canopy of Divine protection
that the Sukkah represents; to feel the joy and
excitement of celebrating with a new special
guest each night, and may we be blessed to
experience these days with complete and
utter simcha!

Chag Sameach! m

Special children...

special challenges,

e ——_

Full service/guidance/consultation
or literally walking you through the process.

We hel navigate
the syste?n!:ue know well.

25 years of experience running homes for our
special needs population. Lessons learned
that will make every child’s integration smoother.

TR NY 'V‘y

=w (T JiPE ORFW "NV o

Inquiries:
Et Zamir 02-653-6789 or 050-9290770.

TORAH
TOURS

ISRAEL MUSEUM

: -4 |\
215-HOUR GUIDED TOUR

with

RABBI DORON KORNBLUTH

Jonathan Rosenblum, prm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

Bestselling Author » International Speaker = Licensed Tour Guide

TANACH - CHAZAL - JEWISH HISTORY
“ Inspiring and Unforgettable™

Coiffman Family, Miami

© doronkombluth@gmailcom | (@ +972-523099889

OU ISRAEL 129






