
128 TORAH TIDBITS 1678 / HA'AZINU - YOM KIPPUR - SUKKOT - SHMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

One of the most beautiful customs associat-
ed with the yom tov of Sukkot, is welcoming 
the Ushpizin (special guests) to our Sukkah 
each night. Of course these seven Ushpizin 
represent the early generations and greatest 
lights of the Jewish People. Each night we 
welcome a new guest to our Sukkah, to join 
the other special guests who have gathered in 
our Sukkah as the yom tov has progressed. We 
welcome Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, 
Aharon, Yosef, and David. Aside from the great 
symbolism of surrounding ourselves meta-
physically with the presence and great ruch-
niyut of our ancestors, what is the significance 
of this beautiful custom of welcoming these 
Ushpizin into our Sukkah?

There is an interesting midrash in Breisheet 
Rabbah, which introduces us to the meaning 
behind the mitzvah of yeshiva b'sukkah, and 
sheds some light on the significance of the 
practice to welcome the Ushpizin.

The midrash points to the verse, where 
Avraham Avinu, greets the melachim who 
have come to visit him and share the tidings 
that Sara will finally be blessed with a child. 
Avraham Avinu invites the melachim to rest in 
the shade, under the branches of the trees. So 
too, our sages taught, Avraham's descendants 
will merit to sit in the shade of Divine Protec-
tion, under the branches which cover the roof 
of the Sukkah, and to welcome guests to join 
them! Just as our ancestors engaged in acts of 

chesed, the ushpizin continue to remind 
us of the special opportunity that the 
yom tov of Sukkot offers each of us to 
welcome guests and engage in chesed.

The Iturei Torah points out that 
many sefarim suggest that Sukkot is 
called Zman Simchateinu- literally the 
time of our joy, and that the word zman-
time, is connected to the words zimun- 
to invite, and hazmana- invitation! The 
very essence of the yom tov of Sukkot 
is to extend hospitality to others, even 
as we leave the comfort of our home's 
regular dining room, and enter the tem-
porary dwelling of our sukkah.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer 
Rebbe zy'a, offers another beautiful 
insight related to Sukkot as Zman Sim-
chateinu. The Rebbe likens the experi-
ence of the Yom Tov of Sukkot, to the 

SUKKOT

Now at Pomeranz Bookseller, Jerusalem
Home delivery: 02-6235559  |  Pomeranzbooks@gmail.com

TH
E 

PE
R

FE
CT

 G
IF

T!

Catching Sun        by Devorah Ungar

A beautifully illustrated collection of
inspirational writings on life, family, and the seasons of the

Jewish calendar. The perfect meditative companion,
providing spiritual nourishment for today's turbulent times. 



OU ISRAEL 129

experience of a marriage, in this case between 
Am Yisrael and HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The 
Sukkah itself, represents the chupa, standing 
underneath the canopy of Divine protection. 
The seven days of Sukkot, explains the Rebbe, 
correspond to the seven celebratory days , 
beginning with the wedding, where family 
and friends gather together to rejoice and 
offer the special sheva brachot to gladden the 
chatan and kallah.

Perhaps this beautiful insight of the Netivot 
Shalom, can also help us to understand the 
significance of the custom to welcome the 
Ushpizin as well. One of the criteria for host-
ing a celebratory Sheva brachot meal, is that 
each time the family and friends assemble to 
celebrate with the chatan and kallah, we invite 
Panim Chadashot, new faces, new guests who 
have not yet had the zechut or opportunity to 
fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing before and glad-
dening the chatan and kallah. Perhaps if the 
entire Yom Tov of Sukkot is indeed meant to 
parallel those seven days of celebration for the 
bride and groom, then perhaps our Ushpizin, 
our honored guests serve as our proverbial 
Panim Chadashot for each day of celebration.

As we welcome the ushpizin to our Sukkah 
this year, may we indeed be blessed to feel as 
if we have entered into the security of stand-
ing under the canopy of Divine protection 
that the Sukkah represents; to feel the joy and 
excitement of celebrating with a new special 
guest each night, and may we be blessed to 
experience these days with complete and 
utter simcha!

Chag Sameach! 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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