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INSIGHTS

Drop by Drop

What does real change require? During the
Aseret Yemei Teshuvah, we often imagine
teshuvah as something dramatic—a sweep-
ing resolution, a promise that this year every-
thing will be different.

Yet in the haftorah of Shabbos Shuvah,
Hoshea offers a quieter image: Y02 M’nx
12392 PYIY T1;mYivD M2 ox1w? — “Twill
be like dew to Israel; he will blossom like the
lily and strike his roots like Lebanon.” Rain
announces its arrival. Dew forms almost
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imperceptibly, drop by drop, yet it provides
the moisture that allows life to grow.

The Radak explains that Hoshea compares
Hashem’s blessing to dew because dew is
constant: -1 110 17 ,P0DIIPRY 20D HO MN)
DN P09 i XY — “He said ‘dew’ because
it does not cease; so, too, Hashem’s good-
ness will not cease from them.” Even when
we feel spiritually dry or distant, Hashem’s
goodness remains. His invitation to return is
always open.

But dew alone is not enough. Hoshea con-
tinues: 11292 ¥ 71 — “He will strike his
roots like Lebanon.” Rav Samson Raphael
Hirsch develops this idea in his commentary
on the words in Ha’azinu, "nmx Yvs 510 —
“May My words flow like dew.” He explains
that just as dew causes everything rooted in
the earth to grow and blossom, so Hashem’s
words act upon our hearts. Dew falls every-
where, but it nourishes that which is rooted.

Perhaps this is the challenge of Shabbos
Shuvah. Hashem provides the dew—the
constant nourishment, love, and possibility
of renewal. Our responsibility is to establish
roots. A root is more than a passing inspira-
tion. It is one commitment anchored deeply
enough to remain after the emotion of the
moment has faded: one tefillah approached
with greater attention, one relationship
treated with more care, one regular time for
Torah learning, or one pattern of speech we
resolve to change.

We sometimes dismiss a commitment
because it seems too small. We want our
teshuvah to feel like a downpour. But one
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small commitment that takes root can trans-
form us more deeply than a sweeping reso-
lution that cannot be sustained.

Perhaps the question of Shabbos Shu-
vah is not only, How much am I prepared
to change? 1t is also, Where am I prepared
to put down roots? Hashem provides the
dew. Our task is to become rooted enough
to receive it. And then, quietly and steadily,
growth can begin.

Certified Frum Male Nurse

English speaking, Experienced
Home/Hotel visits including erev YK
IV Fluids, Injections, Blood tests...

Call Dovid: 053-245-8521

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints
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With the shortage of rental units
in Ashkelon, buy an apartment for the
revenue stream and future appreciation.
You'll like it so much that you might
become your own tenant!
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www.stephen-epstein.com

New on the Market!
Baka

3RM, 745QM, Sukka
balcony, high ceilings,
Arab style.

4,090,000 NIS

Extraordinary
Residence Baka

195 SQM, Arab style,
unique charm,

Sukka balcony, needs
renovation, flexible
price

12,000,000 NIS

Nahum Glatzer
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