
14 TORAH TIDBITS 1676 / NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

וילך משה וידבר את הדברים האלה אל כל ישראל )לא:א(
"And Moshe went and spoke these words to all of Israel" (31:1)
Where did Moshe go? There is no reference to where Moshe spoke from. Even in Rashi's 
commentary, he quotes the words of the verse, but he neglects to include any commentary?
The Toldot Yitzchak (Rabbi Yitzchak Horovitz 1715-1767, Av Beit Din in Brody, Ukraine) ex-
plains that the verse teaches us that Moshe's destination was not the key issue. Moshe 
continually spoke the message of G-d wherever he went. Whatever Moshe was involved in 
and wherever he went, disseminated the word of G-d.
The Noam Megadim (Rabbi Eliezer Horovitz from Tarnogrod, Poland, 1806) emphasizes the 
last part of the Pasuk. Any individual can soar and accomplish much if his intentions are to 
help others and not just his own needs. Moshe was able to continue to go so long as his in-
tentions were for the sake of all the Israelites as it says, "spoke these words to all of Israel."
Shabbat Shalom

STATS
 

Nitzavim
51st of the 54 sedras; 8th of 11 in Devarim.
Written on 87 lines in a Torah (rank: 52).
4 Parshiyot; 1 open, 3 closed 40 pesukim - 
ranks 53 (10th in Devarim).
657 words - ranks 51 (8th in Devarim).
2575 letters - ranks 51 (8th in Devarim).
Vayeilech
52nd of the 54 sedras; 9th of 11 Devarim.
Written on 72 lines in a Torah (rank: 53).
3 Parshiyot; 2 open, 1 closed.
30 pesukim - ranks 54th (11th in Devarim).
553 words - ranks 53rd (10th in Devarim).
2123 letters - ranks 53rd (10th in Devarim).
Shortest sedra in number of pesukim; lon-
gest pesukim in the whole Torah. 

MITZVOT
 

No mitzvot in Nitzavim.
Vayeilech has 2 positive mitzvot.

רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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