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The final mitzvah in the Torah is the
mitzvah of writing a Sefer Torah. The Torah
commands:
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And now, write for yourselves
this song, and teach it to Bnei
Yisrael; place it in their mouths,
so that this song shall be for Me
a witness among Bnei Yisrael.

Rashi explains that the immedi-
ate reference is to Shirat Ha'azinu.?
Hazal, however, understand the pasuk more
broadly as referring to the Torah itself and
derive from it the mitzvah of writing a Sefer
Torah.?

This raises two fundamental questions.
First, why is the Torah called a shira, a

Rav Avraham
Yitzchak Kook zt”1

1. Devarim 31:19
2. Sanhedrin 21b
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song? Certainly, there is an element of mel-
ody in Torah learning, as Hazal emphasize
the importance of learning Torah with
proper cadence and tune. Yet the compari-
son seems to convey something much deep-
er. In what sense is Torah itself a song?
Second, why does this description appear
only at the very end of the Torah? If the
Torah is a song, that should be true from
Bereshit onward. Why is this title intro-
duced only in Moshe Rabbeinu's final

Rav Kook3, addresses the sec-
ond question. He notes that
this section was delivered after
the covenant of Arvot Moav,
where a new dimension of
Jewish responsibility emerged,
the principle of arvut, mutual
responsibility. Hazal derive from
this covenant the foundational con-
cept: MY N D27 YR 95 - All Jews are
responsible for one another.*

This concept is possible because the Jew-
ish people are considered, in a profound
sense, a single organism. What affects one
Jew affects all Jews. According to Rav Kook,
it is only after this covenant of collective
responsibility that the Torah can properly
be called a shirah.

A song is not created by a single note. It
emerges when many voices combine into
a unified harmony. Similarly, the Torah

3. Rav Moshe Tzvi Neriah, Mo'adei HaRe'tyah
4. Shavuot 39a; see also Rosh Hashana 29a



reaches its fullest expression when it is lived
and upheld not merely by individuals, but
by the entirety of Klal Yisrael.

Rav Kook develops this idea further by
connecting it to Eretz Yisrael. Torah in exile
often focuses upon the spiritual growth of
the individual. Torah in Eretz Yisrael, how-
ever, reveals an additional dimension: the
building of a nation and the expression
of the collective soul of the Jewish people.
In Eretz Yisrael, the Jew experiences him-
self not only as a private individual, but as
part of the destiny, mission, and soul of the
nation. Torah becomes a national song rath-
er than merely a personal discipline.

A second dimension of Torah as song is
offered by the Torah Temima in his Siddur
commentary, Baruch She'amar. At the con-
clusion of several messechtot of Shas, and
at the end of our Shabbat morning prayers,
we recite:
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The scholars increase peace in the world,
as it is stated: 'All your children shall be
taught by Hashem, and great shall be the
peace of your children.’ Read not banayich
(your children), but bonayich (your builders).5

Why is this passage chosen specifically
to conclude a massechet? This declaration
encapsulates one of the deepest principles
of Torah: 0N D’PYR *127 YN YR - multiple
viewpoints within Torah can all be expres-
sions of Divine truth.$

Throughout Shas we encounter countless
disagreements: regarding ruling of per-
mitted and prohibited; pure and impure;

5. Berakhot 64a; Yeshayahu 54:13.
6. Eruvin 13b.

obligated and exempt; stringent and lenient
and more. How can so many opposing opin-
ions all be part of Torah?

Imagine an orchestra composed of vio-
lins, cellos, clarinets, trumpets, french
horns, and percussion. If one listens to each
instrument in isolation, the sounds may
appear incomplete or even discordant. One
instrument is deep and resonant; another is
sharp and piercing; a third seems to move
in an entirely different direction. Yet when
the conductor brings them together, they
form a magnificent symphony. So too with
Torah. Each Rabbi contributes a unique
voice. Each opinion adds a different note.
Standing alone, one perspective may seem
incomplete. Together, however, they create
the breathtaking harmony of Torah Shebe'al
Peh.

This, suggests the Baruch She'amar, is why
Torah is called a shira. Its beauty emerges
not from uniformity, but from harmony.
The many voices of Torah combine into a
single Divine composition.

That is also the reason that we conclude a
massechet with the declaration that Torah
scholars increase peace in the world. After
encountering page after page of debate and
disagreement, we affirm that these argu-
ments are not fractures within Torah. They
are the very notes that create its music.

Perhaps this is why the Torah reserves
the title shira for its closing chapters. At
the beginning of the Torah, we encounter
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individual stories, individual mitzvot, and

individual journeys. By the end, however, E;ﬁl}ﬂ:’; ”.‘
we have discovered the larger picture. We
have learned that Torah is not merely about For Sale in Efrat
personal growth. It is about joining a people, Te'ena:
participating in a covenant, and contributing
our unique voice to a collective mission. A 5,500,000 NIS
song is beautiful not because every note is Zayit: 2,390,000 NIS
identical, but because every note knows how Zayit:
to join something greater than itself. 4,550,000 NIS
The final mitzvah of the Torah therefore Zayit:

reminds us that our task is not merely to
learn Torah, but to become part of its song.
Each Jew contributes a distinct melody.
Each generation adds its own harmony. Gefen: 2.720.000
When the voices of Klal Yisrael unite, in Dagan:

responsibility, purpose and in devotion to 3.550.000 NIS

Torah, the result is the greatest shira ever
composed: the eternal song of Am Yisrael
and Torat Hashem.

i PR 5L
3‘%% JHN S JERUSALEM: e—
@ 9 @GOURHET TR
¢ 2 WOMENS 8= 5%
NETWORK 2 2 b
— MIND, BODY & SOUL —
® L

4.950.000 NIS
Dekel:
2.680.000 NIS

WORKSHOPS [F

GLOBAL WELLNESS COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION NETWORKING

TUESDAY \‘L Y\ D AY ) @ mmx
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 ‘p NOURISH YOUR SOUL. :

8:00 AM - £:00 PM y/ A FULL DAY OF INSPIRATION,
JERUSALEM /g LEARNING, HEALING & CONNECTION.

®  Nutrition toThrm?l » Emotional Regulation e Torah & Wisdom B
'/ ® GLP-T's & Metabolic Health ® Brain Health ® Meaningful Relationships
- ® Women's Hormonal Health ‘ ® Resilience || ® Personal Growth
: ::‘:ﬂ:l;g::.?s * Mental Clarity ® Guided Breathwork |72
el Bl * Healing Relationships . i B .

_OUR INCREDIBLE PROFESSIONALS
RAV DONIEL KATZ & RAV SHMUEL DIAMOND  RABBI DOV BER COHEN + REBBETZIN ESTI FLINTENSTEIN
PEARLLOPIAN * ORITESTHERRITER * NILLIGRUTMAN * DR.YISROELYAFFA * REBBETZIN TAMAR TABACK
MALKA KORNREICH * DEBBIE GRUSD * MARCIREISS * ATAYA NESSAVIER * YEHUDIS SCHAMROTH
"',_ RUTHIE AYZENBERG % ESTYKLEIN * JORDANA GREENFIELD % RACHELLE TEHILLA MARTIN Mud

7 SIGN UP NOW AND GET 2 FREE RAFFLE TICKETS ﬂ

Y FOR 2 NIGHTS AT THE EDEN EXPERIENCE AT BRIAA SPA
Learn more & Register: Jewishhealingnetworkcom L0 54.213.58 2 2 0

38 TORAH TIDBITS 1676 / NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH





