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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM

From the Tochacha
Rabbi Shalom Rosner
Page 36

YERUSHALAYIM SHABBAT KI TAVO ZMANIM
CANDLES 6:32 PM • EARLY 5:47 PM • HAVDALA 7:45 PM • RABBEINU TAM 8:24 PM

בּּרוך פרי־בטנך ופרי אדמתך דברים כ״ח:ד׳

AVOT 3-4
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COVER PHOTO Photographed by Ilene Cahan
This photo was taken at a vineyard in Mevo Horon a couple of months 
ago in 2026. I'm always drawn to the life cycle of certain plants. Grapes 
are so integral to our wonderful land that by the grace of HaShem He 
has allowed us to return to our ancestral land. He provides us the ability 
to help Eretz Yisrael flourish with the seven species and all of the other 
wonderful things. 

I made aliyah with my family in 2004 from Baltimore, Maryland. We moved to Modi'in-
Maccabim-Re'ut (Modi'in) and have been here ever since. 
One of my sons' Rabbeim told us that we are doing a mitzvah every four steps we take in Eretz 
Yisrael. What a pleasure to be able to fulfill such an easy and enjoyable mitzvah. I love living 
here where history comes alive! 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
 Next Motzei Shabbat the Ashkenaz community begins to recite Selichot (Sept. 5th)
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OTHER
Z'MANIM

JERUSALEM
Ranges 11 days Wednesday - Shabbat
Aug. 26 - Sept. 5 | 13 - 23 Elul
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:18-5:25
Sunrise	 6:11-6:17
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 9:25-9:27 
Magen Avraham	 8:47-8:50
Sof Zman Tefila	  10:30
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 12:40-12:37
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	 1:13-1:09
Plag Mincha	  5:49-5:38
Sunset (Including Elevation)	  7:14-7:02

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting

AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 65

NITZAVIM-VAYEILECHKI TAVO
HavdalaEarlyCandlesHavdalaEarlyCandles

7:355:406:237:455:476:32Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim
7:385:426:417:475:506:50Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)
7:365:416:427:465:486:51Beit Shemesh/RBS

7:365:406:397:455:486:48Gush Etzion

7:375:426:417:475:496:49Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba

7:365:416:407:465:486:49Modiin/Chashmonaim
7:385:426:417:475:496:50Netanya

7:375:416:407:465:496:49Be’er Sheva

7:345:426:417:465:496:49Rehovot

7:375:416:237:465:496:32Petach Tikva

7:365:416:407:465:486:49Ginot Shomron
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7:365:406:397:465:486:48Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Ki Tavo - 8:24 PM  •  Nitzavim-Vayeilech - 8:15 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 121
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Kashrut • Frontline Support • Torah Initiatives • 
Women's Division
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

A number of different threads in my life 
added up in order to create the experience 
that I had this past week. The first thread is 
my mother. She has always been extraordi-
narily passionate about thanking HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu for everything we have in this 
world. Her davening was and is always deeply 
meaningful. I know where this passion comes 
from. I am writing this column on the week 
of my grandfather’s twenty-first yahrzeit, 
Yechezkel ben Avraham Yitzchak z"l, who 
was extremely careful about his tefillah. He 
arrived on time. He was often the first one 
to open the shul. He took care never to talk 
during davening. It is no surprise to me at all 
that my mother took tefillah upon herself in 
such a beautiful way.

For many years now, one of the things my 
mother says every single day is Perek Shirah, 
published by ArtScroll in English as The Song 
of the Universe. Perek Shirah is traditionally 
attributed to King David, and it moves through 
creation after creation, giving each one its 
own song of praise to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 
The heavenly bodies, the wind and rain, the 
fruits and grains, the animals and even the 
most tiny insects, are all represented and 
have their own praise to Hashem, with verses 
from Psalms and elsewhere in Tanach as their 
words of praise. Then, the last passages speak 
of the great segulot that come to a person who 
says it every day, including a portion in the 
World to Come.

What ArtScroll did so beautifully was to 
place a photograph of each creation alongside 
its song. The picture truly makes it come alive 

for the reader, and it’s really lovely to look at.
There are different opinions among the 

commentaries as to what Perek Shirah actu-
ally means. Does it mean that this is what the 
animals would say if they had a mouth to say 
it? Perhaps it’s related to the idea that every 
species has its angel appointed for it, and this 
is what the angel would say? Whatever the 
idea, it is a beautiful tefillah, and I daven that 
all of Klal Yisrael should merit everything it 
promises.

And that is the point that has stayed with me. 
When we pray, we think of our own needs and 
personal perspectives. But when we say Perek 
Shirah, we are suddenly asked to think univer-
sally. What would the wind say? What would 
the stars say? What would the elephant say? 
Through Perek Shirah, we come away with a 
greater sense of the greatness of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, and of how every single element of 
creation sees Him from a different angle.

The second thread goes back to Shilo. I 
learned in the Hesder yeshiva there and 
stayed on in Kollel afterward, and one of the 
greatest things about those years was the 
incredible group of guys. There were Israe-
lis, and there was also a group of Canadians, 
mostly from Toronto and mostly from Yeshi-
vat Or Chaim. The overseas program brought 
guys from Australia, both Melbourne and Syd-
ney, and from South Africa, mainly Johannes-
burg and Cape Town with some from Durban. 
Many of them are still close friends of mine 
today. I get to see them when they come to vis-
it, and quite a few have Baruch Hashem made 
aliyah and are living here.
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Part of my job in those years was recruiting 
students for that program, flying to Australia 
and South Africa every year. Seeing the com-
munities these boys came from changed how 
I understood them. Meeting their teachers, 
walking into their homes and their shuls, visit-
ing their high schools, all of it gave me a much 
greater appreciation of how incredible those 
communities are, and of what it means for a 
boy from there to come to Israel for a year to 
learn and to grow, whether he ultimately stays 
here or returns to become a pillar of the com-
munity he came from.

I went to South Africa quite a few times. 
In Johannesburg I used to stay in the home 
of one of our students, Shaun Sacks, with his 
parents Ivor and Leslie, who welcomed me in 
the warmest and most incredible way. Other 
times I stayed in Glenhazel with Gideon Erster 
and his wonderful parents. And whenever I 
was there, I was asked the same question: are 
you making time to go on safari?

Honestly, I never really felt the need. Grow-
ing up in New York, I went to the Bronx Zoo, 
and after we made aliyah we went to the 
Biblical Zoo in Yerushalayim or to the safa-
ri in Ramat Gan. We saw the animals, what 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu created, and that felt 
like enough. But when people speak about 
something with that much excitement, you 
file it away and think, maybe one day.

Twenty-five years passed. I had not been in 
South Africa since 2001, and since nearly all 
of my overseas travel is for the OU and takes 
me to the United States and Canada, I never 
expected to go back.

Then, a few years ago, I was approached 
by someone connected to a foundation that 
supports youth here in Israel, an area we 
are working in very closely and very inten-
sively at OU Israel. The man who runs the 

foundation is not Jewish. He is a wonderful, 
deeply Zionistic and passionate person, and 
he lives in South Africa just outside Durban. 
We have been speaking for two years, and 
over that period of time I have learned a lot 
more from him about what the foundation 
is doing. Eventually, he invited me to come 
out and meet him. He runs a private game 



reserve, and we raised the possibility of bring-
ing the reserve under OU kosher certification.

So this past week I traveled there together 
with Rabbi Yissachar Dov Krakowski, Rabbin-
ic Administrator, OU Israel Kashrut. (Let me 
take the opportunity to wish Rabbi Krakow-
ski a tremendous Mazel Tov -while he was 
with me in South Africa, he was planning his 
daughter’s engagement party, and she became 
engaged literally hours after he landed back 
in Israel. May he and his wife see endless Yid-
dishe nachas from all of their children!) Rabbi 
Krakowski is always traveling, whether to 
South America for shechita or overseeing the 
various OU kosher plants here in Israel, and 
much more, and he does a remarkable job. I 
went in order to keep developing the relation-
ship with the remarkable people running this 
foundation, and he went to look at whether 
a set of permanently kosher kitchens could 
provide for everyone who comes. Nothing is 
finalized yet, but it is looking very good and 
I am extremely hopeful that it will work out 
so that Orthodox Jews from around the world 
can enjoy a spectacular safari experience with 
delicious OU Kosher gourmet cuisine.

While we were there, they took us on a 
number of safari rides. And suddenly, with 
every one of our senses, so many verses of 
Tanach and so many lines of Perek Shirah 
came to life. Amos declared, “Aryeh sha’ag 
mi lo yira - a lion has roared, who will not 
be afraid?” Having a lion walk right next to 
you, hearing it roar from mere meters away, 
feeling the entire earth shake as it roars, you 
understand that verse with your whole body. 
We saw the rhinoceros right in front of us, the 
cheetah, the elephants, the buffalo, the zebras, 
the giraffes, the impala and the kudu.

I never imagined there could be such a dif-
ference between seeing a lion in the Biblical 

Zoo in Yerushalayim and seeing a lion in 
nature. When there is glass or a fence between 
you and the animal, there’s a clear divide. 
When David HaMelech saw a lion, writing his 
books with great inspiration, he was not look-
ing at a lion in a zoo in Yerushalayim. He was 
hearing lions roaming, seeing them in front 
of him. Ever since that personal experience 
at the safari, every single time I recite Perek 
Shirah or mention an animal in learning or 
davening, it means something different to me 
now. And when I say the words “Melech HaOl-
am” - that Hashem is “King of the World,” in all 
my berachot, I think of it in a whole new light. 
The lion may be called the king of the jungle, 
and every country has its king or its leader, but 
when you see it all with your own eyes, you 
understand in a completely different way that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the King of all of it.

I also have found myself wondering wheth-
er the genuine warmth that South Africans so 
often exude has something to do with living 
Torah lives so close to Hashem’s creation, with 
those African sunsets and those animals so 
near. I know many South Africans who have 
made aliyah and who are tremendous con-
tributors to their communities and the State of 
Israel: passionate, warm, deeply connected to 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and deeply Zionist. That 
closeness to nature they grew up seeing clear-
ly left its mark on them. May the State of Israel 
continue to benefit from South African olim, 
may many more come and join the beautiful 
South African community here, and may all of 
us feel connected to HaKadosh Baruch Hu in 
the most intense way possible.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

PARSHAT KI TAVO
Parshat Ki Tavo begins the conclusion of 

our Torah.  
The book of Devarim consists of Moshe’s 

long speech at the end of his life.  His speech 
is a magnum opus of past, present and future.  
He began with a review of our history, includ-
ing successes and failures and their lessons 
for the impending settling of the Land.  He 
then outlined what the Jewish society we will 
build in the Land of Israel ought to look like; 
170 mitzvot including ethical monotheism in 
all its color, nation building of judiciary, leg-
islature and executive and the high ethical 
calling in the life of the individuals.  

 Ki Tavo is followed by 4 very short parsh-
iot, which combined would be a long parsha.  
Meaning, we are barely a parsha length from 
the end of the Torah following Ki Tavo.  This 

is the end of our Torah.  
These last 5 parshiot focus on history.  Not 

the history of the past, but the history we cre-
ate.  Or more specifically, the final push from 
Moshe that our history is unique.  

History is the recounting of events and how 
they unfold.  What caused what or what led 
to what.  History can only deal with people’s 
actions.  Economic collapse led to discontent.  
Discontent led to revolt against the govern-
ment and the rise of a new government.

Jewish history follows a completely differ-
ent path.  It is not the story of events unfold-
ing, of this action leading to that response.

It is the story of a covenant.  Of the inter-
twining of this physical world of ours, where 
we humans act.  And of the spiritual world, 
the covenantal world, where we walk with 
our G-d, do what He commands.  In this cov-
enantal world our actions contribute to our 
history, but not just our overt actions but our 
private life of mitzvot.  Who sees that?  Who 
knows whether my private life is noble or 
corrupt?  

Moshe needs to tutor our people in this 
unique history of ours, the history not only of 
the past but the history of the future.  It is this 
tutorial of history that is the theme of Ki Tavo 
and the final 4 parshiot that follow.

1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 26:1-11)
When settled in the Land, bring 

your first fruits as an offering.  
When offered, declare the following: My fore-
fathers descended to Egypt, were enslaved, 
called out and You redeemed them with a 
strong arm, bringing them to this Land of milk 

This weeks Torah learning  
is dedicated לעילוי נשמת 

 ישראל בן רפאל זאב ז”ל
Rabbi Dr. Israel Rivkin z”l

on his 2nd Yarzheit - כ’ אלול תשפ”ו 

Sorely missed  
and fondly remembered  

by family and friends
His dear wife Rebecca,  

children,  grandchildren  
and great grandchildren

The Rivkin, Kestenbaum, Kwestel  
and Markowitz families
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לעילוי נשמת אמנו וסבתא היקרה
חנה רבקה בת עזריאל שמשון

הלוי ובתשבע מינע ע”ה
 Dedicated in loving memory of

our dear Mother and Grandmother 
Helen (Honey) Newman a”h

On her 26th Yahrtzeit - ח”י אלול

Judith Berger, Zale Newman,
Chaviva Braun, and families

and honey.  And I am acknowledging that I 
have benefitted from all that, rejoicing in all 
the good I have been given.

Last week’s parsha, Ki Teitzei, was full of 
mitzvot.  This mitzvah of bikkurim, of first 
fruits, could have been included last week.  

It is deliberately placed in our parsha, the 
parsha of our covenantal history.  Because 
Bikkurim and the mitzvah following are 
unusual; they are mitzvot with speeches.   

In Bikkurim, the successful farmer brings 
his first fruits to the Mikdash and then gives a 
speech; a full-throated expression of how for-
tunate he is to be where he is.  He stands on 
the shoulders of our history.  Egypt, redemp-
tion, the land and now little me, enjoying a 
bounty in the land.  That is a beautiful mitz-
vah of gratitude and appreciation.  

And it is a perfect introduction to the theme 
of history.  Later Moshe will focus prophetical-
ly on the future.  But he begins with a mitzvah 
of history of the past, a paradigm for how we 
view our history.  And in particular, that the 
Jew lives in two lives.  He lives in his private 
life enjoying the fruits of his labor.  And in the 
broad sweep of Jewish history.

2ND ALIYA (26:12-15)
In the 3rd year, declare that all 

tithes have been given: I have given 
the holy tithes as well as those to the Levi and 
the needy.  I have done all that I have been 
commanded to do.  Gaze down from Your 
holy place in the heavens and bless us in this 
land flowing with milk and honey.

This too is a mitzvah with a speech.  I have 
given all the gifts I am required to give.

Bikkurim was a speech of history.  This, 
called Vidui Maaser, is a speech of kindness.  
I gave all the gifts I ought to give.  

The first aliya was the way to live in rela-
tionship to G-d, recognizing His role in 

bringing me to where I am.  This mitzvah is 
the way to live in relationship to man.  In my 
success, my bounty in the Land, I ascribe my 
success to my Creator.  And in my success, 
I share with others, give the proper tithes.  
These are the two pillars of Jewish society: 
monotheism and ethics.

3RD ALIYA (26:16-19)
Today G-d is commanding you to 

keep His laws with all your heart.  
You declare today that He will be your G-d 
and you will keep His laws.  And He declares 
that you will be a treasured nation, to elevate 
you, to be a glorious and holy people.

This very brief aliya is the statement of the 
uniqueness of Judaism, that we are a people 
walking with our G-d.  Not just individuals 
reaching for our G-d.  But a collective, a nation 
with a covenant with our G-d.

There is tension in the modern Jewish 
world of those wanting to define Judaism as 
just a religion, with no national element and 
hence no connection to our people in our 
Land.  It is incomprehensible to read our 
Torah and to hold such a view.  The entire 
Torah is the story of our people.  And the end 
of the Torah presses this point.  We are indi-
viduals and part of a people.  The covenant is 
between our people and our G-d.
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be blessed with children, with produce, and 
flocks.

There is a similarity in the list of those who 
are cursed; they are all cursed for things done 
in private.  The core of our religious life is our 
personal, private relationship with G-d.  It is 
the things done in private that truly convey 
our allegiance.  When no one is looking.  

And this is a necessary preamble for the 
upcoming blessings and curses.  For we will 
never truly be in a position to assess the full-
ness of the righteousness or failing of our peo-
ple, for who can see into the hearts of human 
beings.  

6TH ALIYA (28:7-69)
You will be blessed with mili-

tary success, with an abundance 
of G-d’s treasury, and excelling over others.  
But if you do not do the mitzvot: you will be 
cursed.  In offspring, produce, flocks, illness.  
Enemies will chase you.  You will be carrion 
in the field.  Illness, blindness, dementia, wan-
dering without direction.  You will not enjoy 
the fruits of your labor; they will be snatched 
from you.  This will all drive you mad.  You 
will be carried off to other nations, serving 
idols there.  Your efforts there will not be 
successful.  You will sink, other nations rise.  
You will be derided as one who abandoned 
G-d, refusing to serve Him in your success.  
All will disintegrate; your family, your social 
structure, those dear to you.  Illnesses will 
decimate you.  In lieu of being as the stars of 
the heavens, you will be miniscule.  You will 
be thrown around the world, serving idols, 
finding no solace, fearful day and night.  You 
will even end up back in Egypt, the place you 
were to never return.  This is the covenant of 
the plains of Moav.

This aliya is the aliya of the curses; what will 
occur due to our abandonment of G-d and of 

4TH ALIYA (27:1-10)
Moshe with the elders command-

ed the people: upon entering the 
Land, establish a monument of stones with 
this entire Torah written upon it.  Build an 
altar in front of it, offer offerings and rejoice 
before your G-d.  Moshe, the Kohanim and the 
Leviim spoke: know that today you are G-d’s 
people.

Monuments, stone, permanence.  What 
do nations express by the monuments they 
make?  Generals on horseback.  Arches of tri-
umph.  Busts of Emperors.  In a word, power.

What do we etch in stone in our entry to the 
Land?  The Torah.   

And the word Hayom, today, occurs 3 times 
in just 4 verses in the previous aliya and 3 
times in just 10 verses in this aliya.  Rashi 
comments that the mitzvot should feel to us as 
if they were given to us today; fresh, exciting, 
relevant.  

But the other side of this reciprocal rela-
tionship should also be fresh daily; that we 
should feel daily, all the time, that G-d views 
us as a treasured nation.  The mitzvot should 
be fresh; but so too, the majesty of our station 
should be fresh daily as well.

5TH ALIYA (27:11-28:6)
Moshe commanded the people: 

6 tribes shall be on Har Gerizim, 
6 on Har Eval.  The Leviim shall be between 
the mountains, pronouncing the following, 
affirmed with Amen by the people.  Cursed 
is the one who: makes idols in private, curses 
parents, alters the land demarcations with his 
neighbor, deceives the blind, manipulates jus-
tice of the weak, commits incest, strikes anoth-
er privately, takes a bribe resulting in corporal 
punishment, or fails to keep the Torah.  The 
Blessings and Curses: If you keep the mitz-
vot, you will be a glorious nation.  You will 
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mitzvot.  And it is long; at 63 verses, one of 
the longest in the entire Torah.  There are a 
lot of curses.

In this, Moshe moves well beyond the 
present.  He has been preoccupied, under-
standably, with what is necessary to build the 
Jewish nation successfully.  He has described 
what we can anticipate in life in the Land; its 
challenges, like idol worship, and its glory, its 
bounty.  

Now, he peers into the distant future.  
There will be a time of exile.  I know, we 
haven’t even entered the Land, but there will 
be a time when we will lose this Land.  We 
will lack gratitude, lack allegiance and be 
exiled.  Our experience in exile will be hor-
rible; illness, failure, insecurity, total societal 
breakdown.  

In this Moshe presents the uniqueness of 
Jewish history.  The covenant between the 
Jewish people and G-d is complex.  It covers 
private life.  And communal life of Kings and 
courts.  Our success in the Land is a function 
of how well we do in living holy lives and in 
building a holy society in the Land.

And the stakes are high.  The Land.  Or 
exile.

Sobering thoughts in election season.
7TH ALIYA (29:1-8)

Moshe called the people and 
spoke:  You saw all the wonders of 

Egypt, but it has taken to this day to under-
stand its meaning.  He guided you, defeated 
nations, and gave you their lands.  So keep 
this covenant, to live insightfully.

This deceptively short aliya has a surpris-
ing and profound brief statement.  “It has 
taken until today to understand our history”.  

That is quite surprising.  We shall never 
allow ourselves to be facile, to be presumptu-
ous, to feel we understand history and G-d’s 
ways.  It took those in the desert 40 years to 
fully appreciate their history, the dynamic of 
G-d in their history.  Understanding His ways 
is no easy matter.

HAFTORAH: 
YESHAYAHU 60:1-22

This week's haftorah is the sixth of a series 
of seven "Haftarot of Consolation."  In exhil-
arating terms the navi describes what will 
unfold during the Redemption. Beginning 
with the resurrection of the dead and the 
ingathering of the exiles, continuing with the 
joy and abundance the Jewish people will 
then experience. The navi also spotlights the 
gifts that will be brought to G‑d from all of the 
nations of the world.

In the end, the Jewish nation will no longer 
experience the hatred of the other nations, 
be despised and derided. The day will come 
when there will no longer be violence nor 
mourning, Hashem will shine His eternal light 
on His beloved people. 

STATS
 

50th of the 54 sedras; 7th of the 11 in Devarim.
Written on 233 lines (rank: 13th).
21 Parshiyot; 5 open (P), 16 closed (S).
122 pesukim - rank: 17 (2nd in Devarim).
1747 words - rank: 16 (2nd in Devarim).
6811 letters - rank: 15 (4th in Devarim).
Pesukim are longer than average for the 
Torah, but short for Devarim.

MITZVOT
 

6 of the 613; 3 positive and 3 prohibitions.

רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

In Memory of my mother-in law, Rabbanit Shlomit Fass zt"l whose Yarzheit is this Shabbat

לא עברתי ממצותיך ולא שכחתי )כו:יג(

"I have not transgressed any of Your commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them" (26:13)
Once the Pasuk states that I have not transgressed any of the commandments, 
is it not clear that I have not forgotten to comply with them? Why the need to 
underscore not forgetting them?
The Sefat Emet (Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter Admor M'Gur 1847-1905, Poland) 
answers with an idea connected to our human psyche. It is extremely easy to 
seem to fulfill a Mitzvah functionally, yet do it lack any attention or awareness. 
Our reflections are focused on something else and not on serving the Almighty. 
Therefore, the Pasuk is instructing us to declare "Lo Avarti MiMitzvotecha"- I 
have completed all the Mitzvot and moreover, "V'Lo Shochachti"- I have fulfilled 
the Mitzvot with true intentions and with correct mind and purpose to serve 
G-d with my fullest.
Shabbat Shalom

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and 
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing: 
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from 
the foundation and external), basements, 
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola 
construction and enclosure of balconies with 
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel  
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor 
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation  
with no obligation.

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

Ir-Yamim, Netanya
First line to the sea, 4 bedrooms on a high floor,
kosher kitchen, balcony with sea view, a project 
with pool, gym and guard. 2 parking and storage

300 sqm of Luxury! South-Beach 
5 bedrooms, and an office. Grand Master Suite,

65 sqm balcony with sea view from every window.
Building with pool, guard, gym and lounge.

Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center

S c h e d u l e  a n 
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o d a y

02-674-3888
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100% Satisfaction
We guarantee that you 
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and 
certified technicians.

Designers & Architects
Send your plans for 
free engineering.

 02-628-8282
AIR CONDITIONING
Engineering, Design & Installation

or Email  us at info@tzviair.com



OU ISRAEL 17

Designer jewelry at 
unmatched savings

JEWELRY WITH
A PEDIGREE

KEREN KAYEMET 8  ///  KNISA 1

JERUSALEM  ///  054-3976161
S-TH: 17:00-21:00   F: 12:00-14:00

FREE JEWELRY CLEANING     VAT REFUND AT BEN GURION

EMERALD AND 4.63 CARAT 
LAB-GROWN DIAMONDS 
MOUNTED IN 4.72 GRAMS 
OF 14K GOLD ₪ 7,599

Reupholstery in fabric or leather 

Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes

Highly skilled & Professional Work 

Trained in Italy
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Fine reupholstery and 
leather repairs

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable? 

Beautifully restored, built to last
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

“Translating 
‘Ki Tavo’”

 
How would you translate the opening 

verse in this week’s Torah portion, Ki Tavo 
(Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8)?

Here are two Jewish translations:
“When you enter the land that the 

Lord your God has given you…” (JPS Holy 
Scripture).

“When you have come into the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you…” (The 
Koren Tanakh of the Land of Israel).

Neither of the above does justice to words 
with the root ba, especially as they appear in 
the title of this week’s parsha, Ki Tavo. I do 
find some satisfaction in the authoritative 
multi-volume Hebrew-Hebrew dictionary 
compiled by Evan Shushan. He prefers to 

render ba, or tavo,  as “to reach or achieve 
something of mamashut,” i.e., “attaining 
something of substance and significance.”

From Evan Shushan’s perspective, the 
opening verse in our parsha would read, in 
English, “When you have finally achieved the 
land you have longed for,” or words to that 
effect.

My preference for a stronger translation of 
ba originated in a lesson learned in my dis-
tant past. Permit me to tell you about it.

I received my semicha, my rabbinic ordi-
nation, in my early twenties. I continued to 
spend my days studying Talmud in the yeshi-
va I had attended since high school, Rabbi 
Jacob Joseph Yeshiva in Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side.

I was totally immersed in my studies and 
engaged in a complex discussion with my 
study partner when I felt a tap on my shoul-
der. It was the principal of the entire school, 
Rabbi Ginsberg, who had succeeded his 
predecessor, Rabbi Yehuda Leib Kagan, with 
whom I had a close relationship since my 
high school years but who was, at that time, 
retired.

After I responded to Rabbi Ginsberg’s gentle 
tap on my shoulder, I turned to him, stood up, 
and before I could say a word, he told me that 
he had an important proposal to discuss with 
me. It seemed that the teacher of one of the 
high school classes, a Rabbi Pantel, was ill and 
a substitute was required. He wanted me to be 
that substitute. I told him that I had zero expe-
rience teaching a class full of teenage boys, to 
which he responded, “You will learn the trade 

We will mark the 10th yahrzeit  
of our dear husband, father,  

grandfather and great-grandfather

Rabbi Joel Litke z”l
הרב יואל בן שאול הלוי ז”ל

on Thursday afternoon  
Sepember 3rd, כ״א אלול

We will meet  
in the main parking lot of  

Har Hamenuchot at 6:00pm
Litke, Sorotzkin

and Gruner Families
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on the job.” He then shared with me that Rab-
bi Pantel’s illness was dire and that I would 
have to discontinue my personal Torah study 
and commit to several months of teaching. 
Somehow, I found his invitation attractive. I 
accepted it on the spot.

Although Rabbi Kagan, the former princi-
pal, had retired, he remained active in vari-
ous capacities in the yeshiva. It occurred to 
me that I could invite him to come to my new 
classroom and give me some advice on han-
dling twenty-five adolescents and inspiring 
them to actively participate in the advanced 
curriculum. I asked him in Yiddish, “Kenn 
der Rav koomen tzu mein cheder, Can the 
Rabbi come to my room?” 

He bristled at the word koomen, come. He 
insisted that I should have added a prefix to 
koomen, either ankoomen or tzukoomen or 
dernenteren—not “come” or even “visit,” but 
rather “join” or “connect” or “draw close” to 
me and my class. 

His lesson concerned not only word choice, 
but the relationship between a teacher and 
his pupils. The semester-long dialogue that 
followed centered on the essentials of peda-
gogy. Rabbi Kagan visited my classroom sev-
eral times a week throughout that semester 
and often summarized his message in Yid-
dish: “Do not relate to your students mere-
ly by ‘coming’ to class. You must approach 
them, draw close to them, and treat them 
as grown-ups—not as kinderlach. You must 

convey excitement, joy in learning, and an 
appreciation of their potential and individual 
differences. Be a human being, not a fussy, 
boring old has-been.”

Near the end of our semester in each 
other’s presence, Rabbi Kagan referred to 
the first verse in our parsha. “The Israelites 
did not just ‘come’ to the Holy Land. They 
approached the Land. They anticipated 
it eagerly, they looked forward to it, they 
became one with the land, they experienced 
it as their home.”

I remember supplementing his lesson by 
the power of the punctuation mark. One 
can say, “We arrived.” Or one can say, “We 
arrived!” That exclamation mark reframes 
the statement from an ordinary comment 
on the end of a journey to an expression 
of exhilaration and an achievement of 
mamashut. Rabbi Kagan, despite his back-
ground as a Lithuanian Torah scholar and 
Chief Rabbi of a major Jewish community in 
Belgium, was adept in the English language 
and responded gleefully to my use of a minor 
change in punctuation.

That experience left me with a lifelong 
appreciation for the true meaning of ba in all 
of its grammatical forms. One example is in 
Megillat Esther, which refers to Haman’s arriv-
al at the king’s palace with the phrase “Vayavo 
Haman,” chanted by an experienced reader 

   Free Consultations: 054-6020760

YOUR PRIVATE PARADISE AWAITS
Decks Pergolas & Synthetic Grass
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with great flourish. Haman didn’t just “come” 
to the palace, nor did he simply “arrive” there. 
He came enthusiastically, expecting glory and 
success, royal rewards of mamashut, tangible 
and substantial material benefits.

So too, we look forward at this time of year 
to “LeShana haba’a b’Yerushalayim, Next year 
in Jerusalem” does not mean “next year we 
will visit Jerusalem, period.” It means “next 
year, with overflowing enthusiasm and 
boundless joy, we will merge with all that is 
Jerusalem, exclamation mark!”

I’ve just tried my best, at some length, to 
make my point as to the full meaning of 
“coming to the Holy Land.” Someone who 
lived in eighteenth-century Morrocco, who 
emigrated to the Land of Israel and who is 
buried in the Mount of Olives overlooking 
Jerusalem, made a similar point in his brief 
opening comment to this week’s Torah por-
tion. I refer to Rabbi Chaim ben Atar, the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKadosh. I quote:

“Vehaya ki tavo el ha’Aretz. Note the word 
“Vehaya,” a term used to connote joy, simcha. 
This underscores that there is no more lofty 
joy than dwelling in the Holy Land, as it is 
written in Psalm 126:

“‘When the Lord restores the fortunes of 
Zion, we will be like dreamers. Then our 
mouths will be filled with laughter, and our 
tongues with songs of joy.’” 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
In a finished, brand new building on  
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 4 room  
apartment, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking  
and Shabbat elevator. From 3.79m NIS

Shachrai Street, Bayit Vega - Ground floor 4 
rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms. 2.97m NIS

For rent  in new building 'Savyon View'  
in the Center of Town - 4 rooms, mirpset  
with a great view, parking, storage, mamad.  
11,700/month NIS
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Mattress

And
more

cleaning
services

CurtainsPolish

050-445-5975
info.talclean@gmail.com

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . T A L C L E A N . C O . I L

Contact us:
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מהדורת יפה
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-
BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

A Sense of 
History

Ki Tavo begins with the ceremony of bring-
ing first-fruits to the Temple. The Mishnah 
gives a detailed account of what happened:

Those that were near to Jerusalem brought 
fresh figs and grapes, and those that were far 
away brought dried figs and raisins. Before 
them went the ox, its horns overlaid with 
gold, and with a wreath of olive leaves on its 
head.

The flute was played before them until 
they approached Jerusalem. When they were 
near to Jerusalem, they sent messengers 
before them and bedecked their first-fruits. 
The rulers and the prefects and the treasur-
ers of the Temple went forth to meet them. 
According to the honour due to those that 
came in, they used to go forth in that order. 
All the craftsmen in Jerusalem used to rise 
for them, and greet them, saying, “Brothers, 
men of such-and-such a place, you are wel-
come.” (Bikkurim 3:3)

The flute was played before them until 
they reached the Temple Mount. When they 
reached the Temple Mount, even King Agrip-
pa would take his basket on his shoulder and 

enter in as far as the Temple Court. It was a 
magnificent ceremony. In historical context, 
however, its most significant aspect was the 
declaration that each individual had to make:

“My father was a wandering Aramean, and 
he went down into Egypt with a few people 
and lived there and became a great nation, 
powerful and numerous… Then the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with great terror 
and with miraculous signs and wonders.” 
(Deut. 26:5-10)

This passage is well-known. It became the 
text expounded as part of the Haggadah on 
Seder night at the beginning of Pesach. Its 
familiarity, though, should not blind us to its 
revolutionary character. Listening to these 
words, we are in the presence of one of the 
greatest revolutions in the history of thought.

The ancients saw the gods in nature, never 
more so than in thinking about the harvest 
and all that accompanied it. Nature does not 
change. Natural time is cyclical - the seasons 
of the year, the revolution of the planets, the 
cycle of birth, death, and new life. When the 
ancients thought about the past, it was not 
the historical but a mythical/metaphysical/
cosmological past – the primeval time-before-
time when the world was formed out of the 
struggle between the elements.
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN 

COLONY  

Old Katamon. Newly 
renovated like brand new 
apartment on quiet street.  
102 sqm with 3 bedrooms 
and 2 full bathrooms- ter-
race and view, safe room 
and Shabbat elevator. 
Price: 5,500,000 NIS

Fantastic townhouse for 
sale in Old Katamon.  
Total living space 255 sqm 
plus 74 sqm registered 
garden.    
Move in ready

Opportunity to buy two 
properties in old Katamon.  
Primary residence 141 sqm 
built as 4 bedrooms and 
2.5 bathrooms.  
Additional unit of 19 sqm.  
Large garden in private use 
of this apartment.    
Price 7,800,000

Historic house for sale 
with permits to build 
400 sqm with under-
ground parking in the 
GREEK COLONY.  
House with building 
rights done by one of 
Jerusalem’s finest con-
tractors. Call for more 
information

That is precisely what did not happen in 
Ancient Israel. It might have been other-
wise. Had Judaism been a different kind 
of religion, the people bringing first-fruits 
might have recited a song of praise to God 
as the Author of creation and Sustainer of 
life. We find several such songs in the Book 
of Psalms:

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make 
music to our God on the harp. He covers the 
sky with clouds; He supplies the earth with 
rain and makes grass grow on the hills and 
bread that sustains His heart. (Ps. 147:7-8)

The significance of the first-fruits declara-
tion is that it is not about nature but about 
history: a thumbnail sketch of the sequence 
of events from the days of the patriarchs to the 
Exodus and then conquest of the Land. Yosef 
Hayim Yerushalmi gave the best analysis of 
the intellectual transformation this involved:

It was Ancient Israel that first assigned 
a decisive significance to history and thus 
forged a new world-view … Suddenly, as it 
were, the crucial encounter between man 
and the Divine shifted away from the realm of 
nature and the cosmos to the plane of history, 
conceived now in terms of Divine challenge 
and human response … Rituals and festivals 
in Ancient Israel are themselves no longer 
primarily repetitions of mythic archetypes 
meant to annihilate historical time. Where 
they evoke the past, it is not the primeval 
but the historical past, in which the great 
and critical moments of Israel’s history were 
fulfilled … Only in Israel and nowhere else is 
the injunction to remember felt as a religious 
imperative to an entire people. (Zachor: Jewish 
History and Jewish Memory, pp. 8-9)

This history was not academic, the prov-
ince of scholars or a literary elite. It belonged 
to everyone. The declaration was recited by 
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everyone. Knowing the story of one’s people 
was an essential part of citizenship in the 
community of faith. Not only that, but it was 
also said in the first person: “My father … 
Then the Lord brought us out of Egypt… He 
brought us to this place”. It is this internal-
isation of history that led the rabbis to say: 
“In each generation, every person should 
see himself as if he personally came out of 
Egypt” (Mishnah Pesachim 10:5). This is his-
tory transformed into memory.

To be a Jew is to be part of a story that 
extends across forty centuries and almost 
every land on the face of the earth. As Isaiah 
Berlin put it:

All Jews who are at all conscious of their 
identity as Jews are steeped in history. They 
have longer memories, they are aware of 
a longer continuity as a community than 
any other which has survived … Whatev-
er other factors may have entered into the 
unique amalgam which, if not always Jews 
themselves, at any rate the rest of the world 
instantly recognizes as the Jewish People, 
historical consciousness – sense of continuity 
with the past – is among the most powerful. 
(Against the Current, p. 252)

Despite Judaism’s emphasis on the individu-
al, it has a distinctive sense of what an individ-
ual is. We are not alone. There is no sense in 
Judaism of the atomic individual – the self in 

and for itself – we encounter in Western phi-
losophy from Hobbes onwards. Instead, our 
identity is bound up horizontally with other 
individuals: our parents, spouse, children, 
neighbours, members of the community, fel-
low citizens, fellow Jews. We are also joined 
vertically to those who came before us, whose 
story we make our own. To be a Jew is to be a 
link in the chain of the generations, a charac-
ter in a drama that began long before we were 
born and will continue long after our death.

Memory is essential to identity – so Juda-
ism insists. We did not come from nowhere; 
nor does our story end with us. We are leaves 
on an ancient tree, chapters in a long and 
still-being-written story, a letter in the scroll 
of the book of the people of the Book.

There is something momentous about this 
historical sense. It reflects the fact – itself one 
of the great themes of the Bible – that it takes 
time for human beings to learn, to grow, to 
rise beyond our often dysfunctional and 
destructive instincts, to reach moral and spir-
itual maturity and create a society of dignity 
and generosity. That is why the covenant is 
extended over time and why – according to 
the Sages – the only adequate guarantors of 
the covenant at Mount Sinai were the chil-
dren yet to be born.

That is as near as we get to immortality on 
earth: to know that we are the guardians of 

Finding Your Footing
in a New Home
More than a move — a profound emotional transition.
You don't have to carry it alone.
D E D I C A T E D   S U P P O R T   F O R

Olim — New & Veteran Young Adults Adults & Parental Support
Trauma-informed Therapist: Narrative Therapy and Somatic Therapy Specialist
Online & In-Person · Free Consultation

Tel: 052 971 0360 Email: lighterlighterlife@gmail.com
Web: www.lighterlifetherapist.com Location: Israel-wide & Online
GHI Profile: Yaela Orelowitz — Get Help Israel



OU ISRAEL 27

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

the hopes of our ancestors, and the trustees 
of the covenant for the sake of the future. 
That is what happened in Temple times 
when people brought their first-fruits to 
Jerusalem and, instead of celebrating nature, 
celebrated the history of their people from 
the days when “My father was a wandering 
Aramean” to the present. As Moses said in 
some of his last words to posterity:

Remember the days of old; consider the 
generations long past. Ask your father and 
he will tell you, your elders, and they will 
explain to you. (Deut. 32:7)

To be a Jew is to know that the history of 
our people lives on in us. 

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A 
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

If the seller asks whether there are other buyers, the buyer may
not lie, but may decline to answer. If not asked, he does not
need to volunteer the information.
('עיין מסילת ישרים פי"א בעניין עצה וכו)

Is a buyer allowed to hide from the seller that they
have another buyer interested in their own
property?

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com

www.noamhomes.com

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

Spacious semi-detached home with a
private garden, parking and mamad.

Spacious family garden apartment with
Mamad and private parking.

Bright duplex penthouse with panoramic
views, parking, and expansion potential.

TAMAR, EFRAT

ELAZAR, GUSH ETZION

ZAYIT, EFRAT

6 BR | 185 Sqm | 165 Sqm Garden 

5.5 BR | 160 Sqm | 150 Sqm Garden 

4 BR | 168 Sqm | Large Balcony

₪ 5,900,000

₪ 3,890,000

₪ 3,750,000

FRENCH HILL, JERUSALEM
3 BR | 98 sqm | 3  Floor rd

Boutique building, parking, Pinui-Binui,
prime location, investment or living.

₪ 3,150,000

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
1 BR | 41 sqm | Balcony

Private entrance, 3 air exposures, Gan
Sacher views, Perfect to live or invest.

₪ 2,200,000

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
2 BR | 80 sqm | Ground floor

Garden apt, sukkah porch, divided into
two units with rental income.

₪ 3,780,000

For new projects visit: sellingisrael.com
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FOR SALE

  1-2 bedroom units
  Walking distance

     to Kotel

FOR RENT

  2-3 bedrooms
    for long term

Boutique buildingKatamon
San Simon

Please contact
Yael

 050-4401004

  2 & 4 bedrooms

  Penthouse

  High-end specs

  Parking+storage

  Succah

Please contact
Eliezer

 050-5258080

Aminadav - across the street from the first station
 IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCYLAST

4 UNITS
FOR SALE
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
GREAT INVESTMENT IN RASKO CLOSE TO  
KATAMON - Nice 3 rooms + garden, with potential 
to get a new 4 room apt. 97m, 12m balcony with 
view, storageroom, parking. Rented 6000 Nis/
month, 2,880,000 Nis
BAKA - Nice 3 rooms, 71m, in a modern building 
with Shabbat elevator, large balcony with 
view, master bedroom, shelter, storageroom, 
parking, sunny, quiet, rented 6200 Nis/month, 
3,150,000 Nis
GOOD DEAL CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON  
New 4 room apt, 104m, in a modern building with 
Shabbat elevator, large balcony, master bedroom, 
mamad, storage room, parking, only 3,920,000 NIS
GARDEN APT IN OLD KATAMON - Beautiful 4 
room apt, 100m, 40m private garden, in a modern 
building, large living room, good shape, master 
bedroom, shelter, spacious, quiet, storage room, 
private parking. 6,150,000 NIS
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PESACH WITH

FELDART GRAND SUMMER SALE
YO U R  FAVO R I T E  I T E M S ,  N OW  WI T H  I R R E S I ST I B L E  PR I C E  TAG S !

SCAN FOR 
10% OFF

CODE TT10

NEW YEAR, NEW TABLESCAPE
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

world’s acceptance of Tziyon as Hashem’s 
Holy City. Additionally, Yish’ayahu assures 
the nation that, together with the spiritual 
awakening, there will also be an economic 
recovery, a promise expressed in the words: 
“Tachat han’choshet avi zahav…” “In place 
of the copper I shall bring gold and in place 
of iron I will bring silver…”

However, the most moving part of the 
haftarah might well be the final words 
where G-d proclaims: “Ani Hashem,”  “I 
am G-d,” “b’itah achishena,” “in its (prop-
er) time, I will hasten it”.  These last two 
words are understood by Chazal (in San-
hedrin 98a) as describing two possibilities 
regarding the arrival of the Mashiach: 
either “In its time” or “I will hasten it.” The 
Rabbis explain that, if we fail to do t’shu-
va, and thereby not deserve redemption, 
then “b’itah”-we will have to wait until its 
“proper time.” But if we do respond to G-d’s 
demands, if we heed the prophets’ warnings 
and improve our ways, then “achishena,” 
Hashem will hasten his arrival, even before 
its “proper time.”  

The Talmudic interpretation is fully 
understandable, in light of the place and 
time where and when they were written.   
Jews were living in the exile of Bavel, often 
under the oppressive rule of the Persians 
and, later, the Romans.  The Rabbinic inter-
pretation became a hopeful message to the 
Diaspora that they could hasten the arrival 
of the Mashiach and it also served as a call 
to return to G-d – certainly an especially fit-
ting message for this time of year.

Arise and 
Shine!

Throughout these post-Tish’a B’Av weeks, 
we find the prophetic words of consola-
tion and their visions of redemption being 
increasingly powerful and optimistic in 
each subsequent haftarah - a point made 
by the Tosafot (Megilla 31b). Today’s read-
ing, the sixth of the seven haftarot, does not 
disappoint us, for it opens with the proph-
et’s joyful call to Israel: “Kumi Ori!”, “Arise! 
Shine!”, a promise that Hashem’s glory will 
shine upon them.  

Indeed, so much of Chazal’s view of the 
geula is based upon the descriptions found 
in this sixtieth perek.  The navi’s message 
includes the depiction of “shivat tziyon”, the 
massive return of the Jews to their land, it 
includes the promise of eliminating “sh’ibud 
malchuyot” - the enemies’ oppression of 
Israel - as well as the prophetic vision of the 



OU ISRAEL 33

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

But it is the simple translation of this 
phrase that speaks to our generation quite 
powerfully.  “In its time,” - when G-d decides 
that it is the time for Mashiach, - “I will 
hasten it,” He will not delay or postpone 
redemption, but rather, will usher in the 
era quickly.  

We stand as witnesses to the dizzying 
speed of impactive, even world-changing 
events that have redefined our history over 
these past 100 years.  We have marched 
from defenseless victims, dependent upon 
an often-heartless world who watched as 
one third of our people were slaughtered, 
to a strong, independent existence, as a State 
whose medical, technological, military and 
economic success is the envy of the world. 

Hashem may have decided that His 
nation’s repentance has merited the arriv-
al of the Mashiach or, perhaps the centu-
ries of unending suffering has G-d decided 
that “b’itah achishena!” Ge’ulah is coming 
because HKB”H is hastening His Redeemer.

Yes! “Kumi, Ori!”. It is truly a time for us 
to Arise and Shine! For it is a time that we 
can rightfully believe that Hashem is has-
tening our redemption! 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.comwww.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185Call now 077-9973185
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DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 
DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 

A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

SINCE 2003
SINCE 2003

ARNONA NEAR THE 
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5,950,000nis
6BR , ONE LEVEL

PENTHOUSE
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LAST UNIT AVALIABLE IN A BOUTIQUE PROJECT
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YORDEI HASIRA

NEW PENTHOUSE 

OVER 200 SQM
+TERRACE

Parking and more

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY

10 Hilldsheimer st.

Design your own 

Luxury PENTHOUSE

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

PRIME LOCATION

RECHAVIA

ALCHARIZI STREET

RARE ONE LEVEL

4 BEDROOMS

A residence of this distinction seldom enters the market
Total of 160sqm , elevator and more

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!

Aaron Frolich  
Certified Financial Planner &  
Licensed Investment Advisor
+972.54.320.8077

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com
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There are projects where everything simply connects. 
Carasso Nia, a rare combination of a high-quality 
community, a winning location, and a perfect living 
experience. Join dozens of high-quality families from 
Israel and abroad who have already secured their 
future in the most sought-after project on Derech 
Beit Lehem, Jerusalem.
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

From the 
Tochacha

One of the striking features of parashat Ki 
Tavo is the imbalance between the blessings 
and the curses. Why does the Torah devote 
relatively few pesukim to the berachot and 
many more to the kelalot.

Many commentators suggest that every 
blessing contains within it an abundance that 
cannot be fully captured in words. A single 
blessing overflows with goodness, while curses 
require lengthy description. Rabbi Adin Stein-
saltz1, however, offers a different and deeply 
insightful perspective. Rather than focusing on 
the blessings, he asks us to reflect on the nature 
of the curses themselves. He explains that the 
process that creates a reality of curse is far sim-
pler than the creation of blessing. The moment 
something departs from its proper order, it 
already becomes a curse. This is not because 
negativity is stronger than goodness. Rather, 
blessing represents an optimal state, when 
there is harmony and everything is balanced. 
Human beings experience blessing when life 
is just right. Ironically, although the word bera-
cha implies abundance and overflowing good-
ness, the experience of blessing often depends 
on a precise equilibrium.

Consider something as simple as the weath-
er. If it is too hot, we complain. If it is too 
cold, we complain. A few degrees in either 

1. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, Hayei Olam,

direction and our sense of comfort disap-
pears. The same is true with health, wealth, 
relationships, and countless other aspects of 
life. We constantly seek the perfect balance.  
In the nature of reality there is more room for 
curses than for blessings, because blessing is 
the optimal state of a person.  

This idea is reflected in the famous story of 
Honi HaMe'agel.2 After his prayers brought 
desperately needed rain, the downpour 
became overwhelming. The people pleaded 
with him to pray again, asking that the rain 
be moderated. Too little rain is a curse; too 
much rain can also become a curse. Human 
beings struggle not only with suffering but 
even with excessive blessing when it is out of 
proportion.
EXPANDING OUR DEFINITION OF BLESSING

Perhaps this understanding carries an 
implicit challenge. The problem may not only 
be that blessing occupies a narrow space; 
it may also be that we define blessing too 
narrowly.

If our standards for happiness are exces-
sively rigid, then almost everything will feel 
lacking. If, however, we broaden our vision 
and learn to recognize the many forms that 
Divine goodness takes, we will discover that 
our lives contain far more blessing than we 
imagined.

Instead of demanding perfection, we can 
learn to appreciate the good that already exists.

READING THE TOCHACHA  
AFTER JEWISH HISTORY

Rabbi Steinsaltz adds a second, profoundly 

2. Ta'anit 23a
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RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

moving insight. The Klausenberger Rebbe, 
who lost his wife and eleven children during 
the Holocaust, was once listening to the public 
reading of the Tochacha. As is customary, the 
ba'al korei lowered his voice during the read-
ing of the curses.

The Rebbe stopped him and said:  "Louder! 
Louder!" When those around him looked on 
in astonishment, he explained:  “We have 
nothing to fear, these curses have already hap-
pened." After all that the Jewish people have 
endured, there is no need to whisper these 
verses. We have lived through them

This should remind us of the closing pas-
sage of Masekhet Makot.3 When the Rabbis 
saw a fox emerging from the ruins of the 
Beit HaMikdash, they wept, but Rabbi Akiva 
laughed. He explained that once the prophecy 
of destruction had been fulfilled, he was cer-
tain that the prophecy of redemption would 
also come to pass. If we have witnessed the 
fulfillment of the verses of destruction, then 
we can be equally certain that the promises 
of consolation and redemption will also be 
fulfilled.

THE TOCHACHA TEACHES TWO 
COMPLEMENTARY LESSONS.

First, blessing often exists within a deli-
cate balance. If we insist on perfection, life 
will seem filled with curses. However, if we 
expand our capacity to recognize goodness, 
we will uncover blessings that were always 
present.

Second, Jewish history itself strengthens our 
faith. We have seen prophecies of suffering 
fulfilled with heartbreaking clarity. That very 
fact should deepen our confidence that the 
prophecies of redemption are equally certain.

As we read the Tochacha each year, we pray 
that we have already experienced the darkest 

3. Makot 24b

chapters of our national story, and that we 
stand at the threshold of the brighter half of 
the prophecy. May we merit to witness the 
fulfillment of the words:
לָ‍ִׁ��םִ... וּּרְְחֹבֹוֹֹת   רְְּ�בִּחֹבֹוֹֹת יְְרוּּשָׁ� בוּּ זְְקֵֵנִִים וּּזְְקֵֵנוֹֹת  ׁ עוֹֹד יֵֵשְׁ�

. רְְּ�בִּחֹבֹֹתֶֶֹיָהָ חֲֲקִִים  דוֹֹת מְְשַׂ�ׂ דִִָלָים וִִיָלָ לְְּ�מָּאוּּ יְְ עִִָהָיר יִִ
Old men and old women shall yet sit in the 

streets of Jerusalem... and the streets of the city 
shall be filled with boys and girls playing there. 4

May we soon see the day when every curse 
is transformed into blessing. 

4. Zehariah 8:4–5
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 Authentic garden apartment of about 300 sqm,
 quiet lane of Baka, 150 sqm private garden, 7
rooms, separate unit, high ceilings, full of charm

 
rooms, elevator, full

of light

 Magnificent Penthouse in Talbieh, 360 sqm on one 
 level, 80 sqm Sukkah terrace, high ceilings,
panoramic views, enjoying 5-star hotel facilities

   
 
building
rooms, equipped kitchen, full of light, shelter in the

The only mobility scooter 
without Gramma!

Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For more information, visit our website at: 
movinglife.co.il/torah24

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar" 
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism 

that operates according to the  
"Existing Current Modulation" principle. 
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
and does not require expensive fitting.



40 TORAH TIDBITS 1675 / KI TAVO

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
Mischel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL
BADERECH

Blessings
Rebbi Yaaqov Mutzafi, zy’a, was one of the 

last spiritual leaders of the ancient Jewish 
community of Iraq. Upon arrival in Eretz 
Yisrael, Rebbi Yaaqov became the leader of 
the Sefardic Edah Chareidit. He would often 
sit, adorned in his traditional jalabiya, in the 
“Shemesh Sedaqah” Beit Knesset on Rechov 
Haggai in Yerushalayim, teaching Torah, 
giving guidance and distributing blessings 
to petitioners of all stripes. He was known 
for his fiery drashot on the importance of 
emunah. In the course of one drasha, he 
shared the following story of a family from 
his hometown:

A baby born to a sweet and righteous cou-
ple was suffering from an extreme case of 
colic, and cried day and night. None of the 
doctors or specialists could figure out the 
cause of the incessant crying and scream-
ing. After exhausting all medical options, 
the parents consulted with Chachamim and 
holy people and tried various segulot and 

mystically potent remedies, but to no avail. 
The child continued to scream, and his worn 
down parents felt helpless.

One day, while walking in the market, the 
mother found a page of sacred writing lay-
ing in the dirt. Though illiterate and unable 
to identify what it was, she recognized it was 
a davar sheb’kedusha, and quickly picked it 
up, out of respect. When she got home, the 
righteous woman cleaned off the page and 
thought to herself that perhaps Hashem was 
sending her a healing message for her ailing 
son.

With simple faith, the mother put the 
crumpled page under her crying baby’s pil-
low and spoke directly to Hashem: “Ribbono 
Shel Olam.. You know very well that I can't 
read or write. But I do know that this page 
is holy. Master of the World! In the merit of 
this holy page, may my son be healed from 
his suffering!"

That night, for the very first time, the baby 
slept soundly. This miracle was a complete 
surprise to the child's father (and neigh-
bors) who had become used to the non-stop 
screaming. After a few days of peace and 

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com
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quiet, the baby’s father reflected on the 
amazing turn of events and wondered aloud 
as to what had changed. His wife heard him, 
went to the crib, pulled out the page from 
under the pillow and showed her husband, 
saying, “Is there any segulah in the world 
greater than words of Torah?” The husband 
grew pale as he scanned the page. Trembling 
he shouted, “Do you realize what you have 
done? This is a page of the Tochacha, the 
rebukes and fearful punishments… this is 
what you put under our child’s head!”

Smiling, she responded, “My dear hus-
band, you know I can’t read… how could I 
possibly know what's written there? All I 
know is that it is from the Torah — the sweet-
est gift that our Father in Heaven has given 
us as an expression of His love. And look! In 
the merit of the Torah, Hashem has sent a 
complete healing to our son!” 

When the great maggid of Brooklyn 
Heights, Reb Yitzhak Buxbaum, zy’a, shared 
this story of temimus, sincerity and simple 
faith, he added: “How great is the power of 
faith that turns Hashem’s judgment to mercy 
and turns curses into blessings!” 

Our sedra lays out the multitude of bless-
ings inherent in living a life of following 
Hashem’s will, including health, happiness 
and peace of mind:
ע  ַמַ ְ י תִִשְׁ� יגֻֻךָָ כִּ�ִ ִ ה וְְהִִשִּׂ�� אֵֵָהָ�לֶֶּ וֹֹכָרָת   �בְַּהְַ ל־ לֶֶָעָיךָָ ָ�כָּ אוּּ  וָּּבָ

קוֹֹל ה׳ אֱֱלֹהֶֶֹיךָָ: �בְְּ
“And all these blessings will come upon 

you and hisigucha (‘cleave to you’), if you 
obey the Lord, your God….” (Devarim, 28:2)

It is interesting to note that parallel lan-
guage frames the ramifications that will 
befall us in the Tochacha if we turn our backs 
on Hashem:
וֹֹׂשׂת  עֲֲַלַ מֹרֹ  ְ קוֹֹל ה׳ אֱֱלֹקֹיךָָ לִִשְׁ� ע �בְְּ ַמַ ְ ה אִִם־לֹאֹ תִִשְׁ� ָיָָהָ

אוּּ  יַּּהַוֹֹם וָּּבָ ךָָ  �וְַּצְַ נָֹאָכִִֹי מְְ ר  ֶ יו אֲֲשֶׁ� ָתָ יו וְְחֻֻ�קֹּ ל־מִִצְְ�ו‍ָֹתָ אֶֶת־ָ�כָּ
יגוּּךָָ: ִ ה וְְהִִשִּׂ�� אֵֵָהָ�לֶֶּ לוֹֹת  ָלָ �קְַּהְַ ל־ לֶֶָעָיךָָ ָ�כָּ

“And it will be, if you do not obey the Lord, 
your God, to observe to fulfill all His com-
mandments and statutes which I am com-
manding you this day, that all these curses 
will come upon you and hisigucha (‘over-
take you’).” (Devarim, 28:2, 15)

In both passages there are two steps: first 
the blessings or curses “come upon you”, and 
then “hisigucha” (they ‘cleave to you’ or ‘over-
take you’). The word hisigucha is a construc-
tion of the verb לְְהַַשִׂׂיג, meaning ‘to grasp’ or 
‘understand’, and also ‘to reach’ or ‘acquire’. 
This alludes to our process of interpretation; 
first something comes upon us, and then we 
‘acquire’ an experience of it according to our 
hasagah, our understanding. The way we 
‘reach’ out to and interpret phenomena is the 
same way we ‘acquire’ and experience them. 
Whether something is a curse or a blessing 
depends on our da’as, our consciousness. 
This is illustrated in a story of the Alter Reb-
be, Reb Shneur Zalman of Liadi: 

The Alter Rebbe was the regular baal korei 
in his shul. It happened that one year that 
the Rebbe was away for Parshas Ki Savo, 
and someone else leined instead. That week 
after kriyas haTorah, Dov Ber, the Rebbe’s 
twelve year old son, fell ill, and it became 
clear that the cause had been the stress and 
heaviness of the reading of the Tochacha. The 
effect upon little Dov Ber was so intense that 
his father was even hesitant to let him fast 
on Yom Kippur almost a month later. The 
doctors were astounded at the physiologi-
cal response, and asked the boy, “But don’t 
you hear the Tochacha every year?” Dov 
Ber responded, “When my Father reads the 
Tochacha, you don’t hear curses!”
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Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp 
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of 
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

The days of Elul revolve around Teshu-
va, the premise of which is our emunah 
peshutah, wholehearted and simple faith in 
Hashem’s promise for forgiveness: “Vayomer 
Hashem, Salachti k’devarecha, “And Hashem 
said, ‘I have forgiven them in accordance 
with your word.’” (Bamidbar, 14:20). With 
our own ‘word’, our own compassionate 
understanding and interpretation of the 
mistakes that have come upon us, Hashem 
will forgive us.

Then, when we approach the Compassion-
ate One with emunah peshutah in honest 
teshuvah, the words of Selichos can turn 
our aveiros into expressions of yearning 
and even closeness to Hashem. Indeed, how 
great is the power of simple faith in Hash-
em’s desire to forgive us, heal us, and draw 
us close — for it turns curses into blessings!

May we all experience a year of revealed 
health, blessings, and closeness to Hashem.

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of 
the Torah (Mosaica Press, Elul 5786) 

בס״ד

1 (866) 513-3969  |  +972-2-540-0058

Feed a family in Israel

Israel's Largest Food Distribution Network
YAD EZRA V’SHULAMIT

Scan to donate
yadezra.net

Volunteers Needed 

To volunteer contact 
rina@yadezra.net

Help Us Pack!

We want to give 
62,000 food baskets 

to feed families 
in need for 

Rosh Hashanah
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Be Part Of Healing The Nation.

Nova Survivors | Bereaved Families | Chayalim | Reservist Wives | Wounded SoldiersNova Survivors | Bereaved Families | Chayalim | Reservist Wives | Wounded Soldiers

“It’s not 
our house -

It’s Am Yisrael’s
house” 

  Jen & Rob Airley

www.beitbinyamin.org

A retreat home in the hills of Tzfat, built in memory
of Binyamin Meir Airley הי״ד. A place where soldiers,
survivors and grieving families come to breathe again.

Healing the nation, 
one retreat at a time.

Beit Binyamin

Binyamin Meir Airley הי״ד.Binyamin Meir Airley הי״ד.
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Wednesday |  Sep 2 | כ' באלול
9:00  Sepha Kirshblum 
10:20  Rabbanit Shani Taragin 
11:45  Penina Bernstein 

Monday |  Sep 7 | כ"ה באלול

9:00  Dr. Yosefa Fogel Wruble
10:20  Rabbanit Shani Taragin
11:45  Rabbi Johnny Solomon

Wednesday |  Sep 9 | כ"ז באלול
9:00  Rav Menachem Leibtag
10:20  Rabbanit Shani Taragin
11:45  Rabbanit Miriam White

Tuesday | Sep 8 | כ"ו באלול
9:05  Rabbanit Dr. Adina Sterenberg
10:30 Harabnit Davina Wanderer-Kriel 
11:45  Harabnit Shira Zimmerman

Shabbat Nitzavim Vayelech | Sep 5 | כ"ג באלול

Seudah Shlishit for Women
Rabbanit Oshra Koren, Rabbanit Etta Bendavid, 
Rabbanit Dr. Penina Neuwirth 
Home of the Ben Ari family, 10 HaShomer Street, Raanana

Rosh Hashanah: Wednesday | September 9 | 20:00
Yom Kippur: Wednesday | September 16 | 20:00

A Two-Part Course for the High Holidays 
with Rabbanit Yudit Samad
Admission:  40 NIS per session; 60 NIS for the series

Monday |  Sep 7 | כ"ה באלול
9:00  Gina Junger
10:15  Yudit Samad 
11:30  Rabbanit Rebecca Linzer

Wednesday |  Sep 9 | כ"ז באלול

9:15  Dr. Jonnie Schnytzer
10:15 Rabbanit Yael Leibowitz
11:15 Rabbanit Karen M. Jackson
12:15  Rabbanit Miriam Fenster

Wednesday |  Sep 2 | כ' באלול
9:15  Karen Hochhauser
10:30  Rabbi Moshe Shulman
20:00 Rav Johnny Solomon 
Beit Knesset Feigenson, 29 HaNarkis St

Sunday |  Sep 6 | כ"ד באלול
9:15  Rachel Schaum
Beit Knesset Menorat Hamaor, Nachal Maor Street 6, RBS

Matan Jerusalem Matan HaSharon
30 Rashbag St. and on Zoom

Beit Knesset HaRimon

Beit Matan, 4 HaPalmach Street, Raanana and on Zoom

Matan Beit Shemesh

Matan Hashmonaim

Beit Knesset Netzach Menashe,  
Reuven 18, Beit Shemesh and on zoom

Wednesday |  Sep 9 | כ"ז באלול

9:15  Karen Hochhauser
10:30  Rabbi Moshe Shulman

BEGINNING OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR
OCTOBER 11, 2026 ל' בתשרי תשפ"ז

More programs in Hebrew 
on Matan’s website 

For more details, registration & information about our other programs:
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For Sale in Efrat 
Te'ena: Stunning 7 room semi-
attached home with large garden, 
270m. 5,500,000 NIS 
Zayit: 4 room apt. 2,390,000 NIS 
Zayit: Duplex Garden apt. 180m, 
6 rooms 4,550,000 NIS 
Zayit: Brand new 150 m garden 
apt. Pitum Haketoret St. 
4.950.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4.5 room 140m apt. 
2.680.000 NIS 
Gefen: 4.5 room apt. 2.720.000  
Dagan: 5 room garden apt. 
3.550.000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  

Katamon New Construction: 
4-rm apt. - 136 sqm.  
3.5 baths,  44 sqm Sukkah
balcony. Parking + storage. 
20/80 deal
₪7.8M 

Greek 
Colony

New Construction: 
4-rm garden apt. - 130 sqm. 
2.5 baths, 150 sqm garden. 
2 PKG spots + storage. 
20/80 deal. 
₪8.9M 

Talpiot New Construction: 
3-rm apt. - 82 sqm, 2 baths, 
9.5 sqm Sukkah. Parking +
storage. 15% now/85% at
completion.
 ₪3.42M   

Ramat 
Eshkol

New Construction: 
7-room duplex PH apt. 197 sqm,
plus 44 sqm Sukkah Balcony.  
₪12.1M 

Talbiye Beautiful  4-rm, 115 sqm Apt.  
3.5 baths, 23 sqm balcony-
approx 12 sqm Sukkah.
Parking + storage. 
Move-In Ready! 
₪8.9M 

JERUSALEM

Naftali Hammer
IL +972 52-423-3001
USA +1 516-595-1895

NaftaliHammer@gmail.com

7-room semi-attached home. 
Approx 240 sqm. 5 bdrms, 4 full
baths. Large deck w/sukah, 
2 PKG, safe room + storage
galore. Porch w/view. 
₪4.490M

HASHMONAIM *Spacious House 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our Sedra  this week, Parshat Ki Tavo, con-
tains the second formal pesukim of tochacha- of 
warning and admonition given to the Jewish 
People should they fail in their fidelity to Hash-
em,his Torah and mitzvot. 

In the midst of this extended expression of 
caution, we read the verse:

Tachat asher lo avadata et Hashem 
Elokecha B'Simcha UvTuv Leivov 
meirov kol- Since you did not 
serve Hashem your G-d with joy 
and a glad heart, for the abun-
dance of all things...

How exactly are we to under-
stand this verse? 

Rabbeinu Bechaya  offers a 
unique reading of our verse, tach-
at asher lo avadata et Hashem Elokecha, 
B'Simcha-  that not only did we fail in our Avo-
dat Hashem,  but that we were b'simcha -we 
were happy and glad with that failure.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy'a, explains that the Torah's rebuke is not 
simply about failing to feel happy while per-
forming mitzvot. Rather, joy itself is the vessel 
through which we become receptive to Hash-
em's presence and blessing. When our Avodat 
Hashem is infused with simcha, we open our 
hearts to a deeper relationship with the Rib-
bono Shel Olam; when joy is absent, that vital 
connection weakens.  

Rebbe Tzvi  Elimelech of Dinov zy'a, the 
Bnai Yissascher, offers a very different but 
inspirational interpretation of our verse.: 'tach-
at asher- is a reference to Shabbat- the letters 
which follow the letters alef shin and reish are 
the letters bet, tav and shin, the letters which 
comprise the word shabbat. When a Jew fails 

to experience the joy and fulfillment of 
Shabbat, when the beauty of Shab-

bat is missing from one's life, 
then that is when we begin to 
feel lost, and lose our way.

Reb Menachem Mendel of 
Vitebsk  zy'a, in his sefer, Pri 

Haaretz offers a slightly differ-
ent take on our verse. The Reb-

be cites the well known Talmudic 
teaching that the transgressors among 

Israel are full of mitzvot like the rimon- the 
pomegranate. (Chagiga 26a).

What exactly are we meant to learn from 
this teaching likening those who transgress to 
a pomegranate, and how are we to understand 
that despite the fact that they are labeled as 
transgressors, they are still full of mitzvot like 
the rimon?

 The Rebbe explains that a pomegranate 
is indeed full of seeds, in fact the actual fruit 
components of the pomegranate are the many 
individual, compartmentalized, isolated seeds. 
The pomegranate's fruit is a stark contrast to 
almost any other fruit, such as an apple or 
an orange, where the seeds are minute, but 
the fruit is one big continuous fleshy object. 
Our approach to mitzvot says the Rebbe must 
be one where each mitzva is not a random 

Rabbi Sholom  
Noach Berezovsky zt”l
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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isolated sweet little kernel, but rather that 
each  and every mitzvah brings more and 
more sweetness and happiness, that each 
individual mitzvah  is a portion of an overall 
collective whole of sweetness and happiness. 
When that is achieved,explains the Rebbe then 
we will  merit to experience brachot. Howev-
er, if each  mitzvah remains to be an isolated 
seedling, and doesn't join together with an 
overall sweet holistic, collective "fruit", then 
our Avodat Hashem is both devoid of vitality 
and joy and thus lacking, and we are therefore 
susceptible to stumble and to the harm of out-
side influence.

May each of us be blessed to heed this pow-
erful message from the Rebbe of Vitebsk, and 
to live a life of simcha, of joy and vitality in our 
Avodat Hashem, and may we merit to experi-
ence the blessings that come through Avodat 
Hashem B'Simcha. 

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism
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   ˘ערים ל˘נה טובה 

Annual Shabbat Shuva Drasha given by 

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 
Executive Vice President Emeritus, Orthodox Union

Shabbat Shuva Parshat Haazinu
September 19 2026 | 8th Tishrei 5787

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, 44 King George Street
Shacharit at 8.15 AM | Followed by a Light Kiddush
Drasha at 11.00 AM

Gates to a Great
New Year 

Yeshurun Central Synagogue, The Jerusalem Great Synagogue &
OU Israel proudly present 

www.ouisrael.org
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES’  
SHIUR - TUE. SEPT. 1ST

Dedicated by the Torah Sweets Magazine,  
the Premier free Parsha publication for  

your Shabbos table. Features incredible 
Insights into marriage, stories, quotes,  

and weekly lessons for all ages.  
Email: TORAHSWEETS@gmail.com  

to sign up for free
RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year
by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families 

in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"l
מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל ע״ה

THE WEDNESDAY MORNING  
BEIT MIDRASH PROGRAM IN 
RECHAVIA - WED. SEPT. 2ND

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year  
l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David and  
Limud bat Avraham Strauss, and  

Mordechai ben Moshe and  
Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus,  
zichronam livracha, parents of  
Judy & Menachem Marcus

RABBI ADLER’S SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 -2026 academic year 
by the Frist family in memory of their beloved 

daughter and sister  
Elisheva Frist a”h - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ע"ה

RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2026 academic year 

  לעילוי נשמת
ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן ז"ל

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDERS'S SHIUR 
Dedicated 

  לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע''ה
 ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל

RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 
THUR. SEPT. 3RD

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year  
by Rabbi Michael & Jeri Laxmeter for the 

refuah shleimah of their granddaughter  
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY THUR.  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA SHIUR 

Sponsored by  
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

To sponsor a shiur  
contact Josh Churney 

054-281-4604 or donate online:  
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/

ou-israel-center/

SHIUR SPONSORS
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Please Note:  
Advertising Deadlines over the Chagim

Issue #1676 (Septermber 4-5) Nitzavim, Vayeilech 
»  Thursday AM August 27th

Issue # 1677 (September 11-12) Rosh Hashana 
»  Thursday AM September 3rd

Issue #1678 (September 18-19)  
Shabbat Haazinu-Shuva, YomKippur, all of Sukkot 

»  Wednesday AM September 9th

Issue #1679 (October 9-10) Bereshit 
»  Monday AM October 5th

Call or email Ita Rochel
02-560-9125  |  ttads@ouisrael.org

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15 - 4pm 
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
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In Memory of a Life of Faith, Family and Love of Jerusalem
The OU Israel Family extends our heartfelt condolences to

Mayor of Jerusalem Mr. Moshe Leon
and the entire Leon family on the passing of his beloved father,

SHALOM LEON ז״ל
A cherished father, grandfather, and pillar of his family,  

Mr. Shalom Leon ז״ל devoted his life to his family,  
his faith, and the Land of Israel.

Born in Thessaloniki, Greece, and brought to Eretz Yisrael  
as a young child, he belonged to a generation that built its life here  
with faith, determination, hard work, and an enduring commitment  

to Jewish tradition. Throughout his life, he carried with him  
a deep love for his people and his country.

He was also a man of prayer and song, serving  
for many years as a chazzan and paytan, and passing his love  

of Jewish tradition on to his children and grandchildren.

For those of us privileged to know Mayor Moshe Leon,  
it is clear that his father’s values live on through him: a profound  

devotion to Jerusalem, a deep sense of responsibility to its people, and  
a commitment to strengthening Jewish life in the city he loves so dearly.

The OU Israel family is grateful for the warm friendship and partnership 
we have shared with Mayor Leon over the years. At this difficult time,  

we stand together with him and his family in their grief.

May the memory of Shalom Leon ז״ל be a source of strength and blessing 
to his family, and may the values he instilled in them continue to  

illuminate their path for generations to come.יהי זכרו ברוך

 המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים ולא תוסיפו לדאבה עוד.

With deepest sympathy, The OU Family

Mitch Aeder  
OU President

Stuie Hershkowitz 
President, OU Israel

Rabbi Dr.Josh Joseph
EVP & COO, OU 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

Eating Out in 
Israel – Part 2

INTRODUCTION
When addressing the issue of kosher restau-

rants, caterers, and event halls in Israel, one 
must understand the complicated nature of 
kosher food service and the unique challenges 
it presents.

Although the international kosher cer-
tification industry for manufactured food 
products far surpasses the number of 
kosher-certified manufacturers in Israel, 
the situation is almost the exact opposite 
when it comes to food service. The number 
of kosher restaurants and food-service estab-
lishments throughout Israel is enormous and 
far exceeds the combined number of kosher 
restaurants in other countries around the 
world.

As such, food service can arguably be con-
sidered the Achilles' heel of kosher certifica-
tion in Israel. This is particularly true because 

a large segment of the Israeli public expects 
and seeks kosher food. Providing reliable 
kosher certification to so many establish-
ments requires substantial logistics, manpow-
er, and effective systems of supervision.

PRACTICAL SUPERVISION
In Israel, the level of supervision required 

in a restaurant or other food-service estab-
lishment varies according to several factors. 
Among them are:
•	 Is the establishment owned by Shomrei 

Shabbat Jews?
•	 Are Jews exclusively employed in the 

kitchen?
•	 How complex is the menu?
•	 What types of food are being prepared?
•	 Is the establishment meat or dairy?
•	 How frequently is cooking taking place?
•	 Are non-Jews involved in food 

preparation?
•	 What other logistical or operational con-

cerns exist within the establishment?
It is therefore very difficult to establish 

one uniform standard of supervision for all 
restaurants. In addition, it is relatively uncom-
mon to find a Mashgiach Temidi—a full-
time kosher supervisor—working in every 
restaurant.

Some certification agencies establish sys-
tems in which a competent Mashgiach visits 
the establishment several times a day, togeth-
er with a Shomer Shabbat representative who 
works at the restaurant and can assist with 
maintaining the kosher program through-
out the day. Under other certifications, the 
Mashgiach may visit once a day or even once 

Check out my new website

PRIVATEHEALTHISRAEL.COM

Norman Zysblat Insurance
WhatsApp 054-425-8671
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decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
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non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
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tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
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Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

every few days, depending on the nature of 
the establishment and the requirements of the 
certification.

There are many factors that can affect the 
level of Hashgacha. These include whether 
the establishment is meat or dairy, what prod-
ucts are being prepared, the complexity of the 
cooking process, and the presence of non-Jew-
ish employees in the kitchen.

There are, of course, establishments where 
a much tighter system of supervision is nec-
essary. Hotels, hostels, and Simcha halls are 
prime examples. The kosher program in these 
establishments can be extremely complex 
because food is prepared throughout the day, 
menus can be extensive, and both meat and 
dairy kitchens may operate simultaneously.

In general, OU Kosher takes a strict 
approach to food-service supervision and 
requires some form of Hashgacha Temidis in 
its establishments. Depending on the circum-
stances, this may involve a full-time Mashgi-
ach in a hotel or a "working Mashgiach" in a 
restaurant. In the latter case, the Mashgiach 
may be responsible for additional duties, such 
as overseeing orders and receiving deliveries, 
allowing him to remain present in the estab-
lishment throughout the day while maintain-
ing effective kosher supervision.

THE IMPORTANCE OF OVERSIGHT
Oversight is essential in every area of 

kosher certification, and food service is no 
exception. Even when an establishment 
has an on-site Mashgiach, there should be a 
trained supervisor or rabbinic authority over-
seeing the overall kosher program.

Numerous halachic questions arise in food 
service, as well as questions regarding kosher 
protocols, changes in ingredients, alterations 
to recipes, and changes in the establishment's 
logistics. These situations often require some-
one with greater experience who can evaluate 
the circumstances and determine the appro-
priate course of action.

This is itself an important consideration 
when evaluating different Hashgachot. The 
presence of a Mashgiach is important, but 
so is the system of oversight behind him. A 
strong kosher program requires not only per-
sonnel on the ground, but also experienced 
rabbinic oversight capable of addressing 
questions as they arise.

MEAT STANDARDS
As mentioned in previous articles, the sub-

ject of kosher beef and poultry in Israel can 
be quite sensitive. All chicken Shechita for 
the Israeli market is performed within Israel. 
Although standards have greatly improved 
over the years, it remains important for con-
sumers to understand which Shechita they are 
consuming and whether it meets their person-
al standards of Kashrut.

When entering a Mehadrin or Badatz estab-
lishment, it should be clear which chicken 
Shechita is being used. There is a common 
misconception that there are simply two lev-
els of chicken Shechita: "Mehadrin" and "reg-
ular." In reality, the situation is considerably 
more complicated.

Virtually all chicken Shechita operations 
use the term Mehadrin to describe their stan-
dards. However, there can still be significant 



differences between the standards and prac-
tices of different slaughterhouses. Consumers 
who are particular about the Shechita they 
consume should therefore ascertain which 
Shechita is being used rather than relying 
solely on the term "Mehadrin."

BEEF
Regarding beef, the subject is even more 

complicated.
In broad terms, there are three levels that 

are commonly discussed when referring to 
the kosher status of beef:
1.	 Non-Glatt
2.	 Glatt
3.	 Chalak Beit Yosef

The differences between these standards 
relate primarily to the examination of the 
lungs following Shechita and the halachic sta-
tus of various lesions and adhesions found on 
the lung.

Glatt certification generally follows the 
accepted approach of the Rema, together with 
additional later customs, while not necessar-
ily satisfying all of the stricter requirements 
of the Shulchan Aruch regarding the examina-
tion of the lung.

Chalak Beit Yosef follows the more stringent 
requirements associated with the rulings of 
the Shulchan Aruch and is intended to satisfy 
the stricter standards of the various opinions.

Chalak Beit Yosef can be found in both Rab-
banut Shechita and in slaughter conducted 
under various Badatz certifications.

Practically speaking, non-Glatt beef is no 
longer common in many kosher communities 
overseas, and consumers whose communities 
have traditionally required Glatt meat should 
assume that non-Glatt meat is unacceptable 
for them.

In Israel, Glatt meat as a separate category 
is also uncommon because the prevailing 
practice among many higher-level certifica-
tions is to require meat that satisfies the strict-
er standards. As such, OU Kosher requires 
Chalak Beit Yosef meat for its caterers and 
restaurants in Israel.

HINDQUARTERS
The issue of beef hindquarters is another 

unique area in which consumers must exer-
cise caution.

In many communities overseas, the hind-
quarters of cattle are not sold as kosher 
meat because the complex process of Nik-
kur required to remove the forbidden fats 
and nerves is not performed. Consequently, 
kosher certification is generally not granted 
to those portions of the animal.

In Israel, however, there are several 
Mehadrin certifications that perform Nik-
kur and approve premium cuts from the 
hindquarters.

OU Kosher, based on the accepted custom 
followed by its standards, does not recom-
mend consuming hindquarter cuts, even 
when they are sold under a reputable kosher 
certification.

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100



Consumers who are particular about this 
issue should therefore be aware of which cuts 
come from the hindquarters. Common exam-
ples include Filet (Fillet), Sinta, and Sheitel.

When purchasing meat at a restaurant, 
hotel, or catering establishment, consum-
ers who follow the stricter practice regard-
ing hindquarters should confirm that the 
establishment is serving only meat from the 
forequarters.

CONCLUSION
Eating out in Israel presents a unique set of 

challenges. The sheer number of restaurants, 
hotels, caterers, and event halls means that 
kosher certification cannot rely on a single 
model of supervision. Each establishment must 
be evaluated according to its ingredients, pro-
duction methods, employees, logistics, and the 
halachic standards of the certifying authority.

For the consumer, this means that the words 
"kosher," "Mehadrin," or even "Badatz" do not 
necessarily provide the complete picture. Con-
sumers should understand what standard they 
personally follow and, when necessary, ask 
questions about the Hashgacha, the Shechita, 
the source of the meat, and the procedures 
used to maintain the kosher program.

A reliable kosher system depends on more 
than a certificate on the wall. It requires 
knowledgeable supervision, strong rabbinic 
oversight, clear procedures, and the ability to 
respond appropriately when unexpected ques-
tions arise. In Israel, where eating out is such 
a significant part of everyday life, maintaining 
these standards is both a tremendous responsi-
bility and an enormous undertaking. 
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Baskets 
With Sacred 

Meaning
The mitzvah of bikkurim features promi-

nently in our parashah. The Torah instructs 
the farmer to put his first fruits in a basket 
and bring them to the Beit Hamikdash. The 
Mishnah tells us that the wealthier people 
would make beautiful baskets of gold and 
silver, while the poorer people would weave 
baskets of reeds. The Mishnah further 
describes how the people would adorn their 
baskets with wreaths and organize beauti-
ful, joyous processions to bring the fruit to 
Yerushalayim. (Bikkurim3:2-8) After taking 
the fruits, the Kohanim would return the cost-
ly baskets to their affluent owners but would 
keep the fruit and the simple wicker baskets 
of the modest ones. Why was it necessary to 
beautify the baskets at all? What are we to 

learn from this seemingly insignificant detail?  
“Zeh keli v’anvehu” beautifying mitzvot is a 

fundamental value in Judaism. When people 
brought their first fruits to the Beit Hamikdash, 
they were filled with abounding gratitude, and 
they expressed their overwhelming thanks by 
embellishing the baskets to carry the fruit. This 
furthers the question of why the Kohanim only 
kept the baskets of the poor people.

Rav Aharon Baskt zt”l, hy”d, offers a beau-
tiful insight into this inconsistency. The rich 
person’s fruits were of the finest quality and 
were certainly presentable even without a 
basket.  Since the Kohanim did not need the 
gold and silver baskets, they only kept the 
fruit and returned the baskets. However, the 
poor person’s fruit was of a lower grade. Had 
the Kohen taken the fruit and returned the 
basket, the poorer person would have been 
deeply embarrassed, at least the basket ele-
vated the presentation of his offering! Further, 
the Kohen shared the message that whatever 
a poor person gives is beloved to Hashem, no 
matter its status.

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe adds 
another important lesson. One can only 
imagine how impressive the gold and silver 
baskets were and how they naturally would 
have given the well-to-do people a sense of 
pride and gratification. Thus, by returning the 
fancy baskets, the Kohanim were highlighting 
the importance of the mitzvah itself rather 
than the container. Hashem does not desire 
a haughty heart; arrogance and conceit, how-
ever slight, have no place in the Beit Hashem. 
Humility, modesty and unpretentiousness, 
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reflected in the simple wicker baskets, are 
cherished qualities to be safeguarded and cel-
ebrated in Hashem’s holy dwelling. 

In his famous letter, the Ramban likens one 
who is haughty to one who rebels against 
Hashem. As we approach Rosh Hashanah, 
we ought to focus on accepting the Kingship 
of Hashem upon ourselves from a place of 
humility. The bent shofar suggests our frag-
mented, broken parts. Let us desire for Hash-
em to accept our bikkurim and our basket, the 
tefillot to offer Hashem our best selves, as we 
stand before Him on the New Year with new 
aspirations for growth and connection. 
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Word Traps 
Few ceremonies in Jewish life compare 

with the pageantry of bringing Bikkurim. The 
drama begins as the first fruits of the seven 
species associated with Eretz Yisrael begin to 
ripen. A farmer steps into his field, identifies 
the first fruits as they emerge, and ties a band 
around them, designating them as Bikkurim. 
As the crops mature, the anticipation builds. 
Bikkurim could first be brought on Shavuot. 
From then until Sukkot, farmers brought their 
first fruits to Yerushalayim and recited the 
accompanying declaration.

As the pilgrims approached Yerushalayim, 
they were greeted by residents of the sur-
rounding towns and villages and escorted 
toward the city with great fanfare. The Bik-
kurim were presented to the Kohanim, placed 
beside the mizbeach, and subsequently eaten 
by the Kohanim, much like terumah.

The ceremony celebrated the agricultural 
success of the past year and the extraordinary 
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produce of Eretz Yisrael. But it also placed that 
success within the larger sweep of Jewish his-
tory. The farmer did not simply thank Hash-
em for his crops. He returned to the origins 
of our national story, recalling Yaakov Avinu, 
the descent to Egypt, our suffering there, and 
ultimately our arrival in the land whose fruits 
he now carried to the Beit Hamikdash.

This proclamation must be recited in 
Hebrew. The farmer cannot convey these 
sentiments in his own words or in another 
language, but must adhere to the precise text 
prescribed by the Torah. Each word carries 
echoes and allusions to Jewish history, par-
ticularly to Yetziat Mitzrayim. Indeed, these 
four pesukim, commonly known by their 
opening words Arami Oved Avi, became the 
centerpiece of the Haggadah. The Haggadah 
carefully deconstructs these verses, attaching 
midrashic meaning to individual words and 
phrases in order to more fully portray the sto-
ry of Yetziat Mitzrayim.

WORDS CREATE CONSCIOUSNESS 
Words do more than communicate ideas. 

Words create consciousness. Different words 
can frame the same experience different-
ly and can subtly reshape the meaning we 
attach to it. By remaining faithful to the 
Torah’s exact words, the farmer bringing his 
Bikkurim is reminded of the history behind 
them and of the story he is part of. Those 
words shape the way he understands both his 
harvest and his place within Jewish history.

The significance of language becomes even 
more striking when Mikra Bikkurim is com-
pared with another declaration that appears 
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only a few pesukim later. After completing the 
distribution of his tithes, a person recites Vidui 
Maaser: ואמרת לפני ה' אלוקיך, בערתי הקודש מן 
 Yet Chazal distinguish sharply between .הבית
these two declarations. While Mikra Bikkurim 
must be recited in lashon hakodesh, Vidui 
Maaser may be recited in any language.

Perhaps the difference lies in what these 
declarations are meant to accomplish. Vidui 
Maaser primarily testifies to his religious 
conduct: he has properly distributed his agri-
cultural gifts and fulfilled his obligations. The 
essential concern is that the content be accu-
rately expressed. 

Mikra Bikkurim, however, is meant to 
shape the way a person understands himself. 
It locates him within a national history. He is 
not merely a successful farmer enjoying the 
fruits of his labor. He is the descendant of Yaa-
kov, the child of slaves redeemed from Egypt, 
and the heir to a land promised generations 
earlier.

When words merely convey information, 
equivalent language may suffice. But when 
words shape identity, terminology matters. 

THE TERMS WE USE 
The words we use to describe people and 

communities do more than identify them. 
They emphasize certain qualities and, often 
without realizing it, suggest how those people 
should be understood. Once a term becomes 
familiar, we rarely stop to examine what 
it implies. We simply begin accepting the 
assumptions built into the language itself.

This is especially consequential when we 
adopt terminology that others have created 
about us. Without intending to, we may begin 
seeing ourselves through categories that do 
not accurately reflect our identity or values. 
Sometimes we even adopt these labels for 
ourselves, without first deciding whether we 

accept the assumptions behind them.
Religious consciousness therefore requires 

a certain vigilance about language. We should 
periodically ask where our terminology came 
from, what assumptions it carries, and wheth-
er those assumptions genuinely reflect how 
we understand ourselves.

A PAINFUL DEBATE 
This question has particular relevance to 

the vocabulary Orthodox Jews use to describe 
the different religious communities. Our 
people, and more specifically the Orthodox 
community, are engaged in a fierce ideolog-
ical debate over conscription into the IDF. 
Both sides believe that they are deeply fulfill-
ing the will of Hashem: one through military 
service and the defense of our people, the 
other through preserving a communal model 
centered upon intensive Torah study. This is a 
machloket l’shem Shamayim, though an espe-
cially painful one.
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Unfortunately, some of the rhetoric sur-
rounding this debate has spiraled out of 
control, deepening an already painful divide. 
As Elul approaches, we must be especially 
careful with our words and resist statements 
that raise the temperature of the debate. Even 
amid profound disagreement, our language 
should preserve respect and leave room for 
closeness rather than widening the distance 
between us.

The debate itself is framed by certain terms 
commonly used to define the different Ortho-
dox communities. If we do not examine these 
terms and the assumptions they carry, we risk 
slipping almost unconsciously into categories 
of identity that we may not actually accept. 

WHO IS ULTRA ORTHODOX?
Charedi society is often described in English 

as “ultra Orthodox.” A Charedi person is cer-
tainly entitled to embrace that description. 
But should not every religious Jew aspire to 
be ultra Orthodox? When we reserve that 
term exclusively for Charedim, those of us 
who are not Charedi implicitly define our-
selves as something less than fully or intensely 
Orthodox.

Every religious Jew should aspire to the 
highest level of commitment to Torah and 
mitzvot. If someone believes that the Charedi 
lifestyle represents the ideal form of Ortho-
doxy, they should seriously consider embrac-
ing it.

I do not view Charedi life as the religious 
ideal for me. I have chosen a different reli-
gious path because I believe deeply in its 
values and aspirations. I certainly fall short in 
practice, as we all do, but this is the Orthodox 
ideal I aspire to live as fully as possible. The 
great people I have encountered who embody 
this value system with exceptional consisten-
cy represent, to me, the ideal of Orthodox 

religious life.
We should be careful about reserving the 

term “ultra Orthodox” for one particular 
religious community. Every Orthodox Jew, 
whatever his or her hashkafah, should aspire 
to live Torah as fully and seriously as possi-
ble. If we believe that another community 
represents a more authentic or complete form 
of Orthodoxy, then we should ask ourselves 
why we have not chosen that path. But if we 
believe deeply in the religious path we have 
chosen, we should see ourselves as aspiring to 
be no less “ultra” in our Orthodoxy.

OLAM HATORAH/LOMDEI TORAH
There is another set of terms that can create 

an equally serious religious and psychological 
trap. In a perfect world, we would all devote 
ourselves entirely to Torah study, endlessly 
exploring the word of Hashem. That is the 
world of Gan Eden.

But we live in an imperfect world, one that 
requires human effort and responsibility. We 
need professionals and business people, scien-
tists and doctors, and of course soldiers to pro-
tect us. The Charedi model seeks to preserve 
a community in which as many people as 
possible are freed from these responsibilities 
in order to devote themselves fully to Torah 
study. A non-Charedi model believes that 
these broader religious and moral responsi-
bilities must also be shared by the religious 
community itself. There should be no fun-
damental disagreement, however, about the 
centrality of Talmud Torah.

It is undeniable that Charedi society devotes 
more time per capita, and more communal 
resources, to Torah study. But that should 
not lead to the assumption that Torah study 
matters less to those who follow a different 
religious path or occupies a less central place 
in their worldview. Nor need we deny the 
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spiritual power of Torah or its capacity to 
protect our people. We simply believe that this 
protection does not relieve us of the respon-
sibility to participate actively in defending 
ourselves.

Which makes the expression "Olam Hato-
rah" a potential word trap. This expression 
is often used within Charedi society as a des-
ignation for the Charedi community, just as 
the term "lomdei Torah" is frequently used 
to describe its members. There is nothing 
objectionable about a community using these 
expressions about itself, particularly one that 
devotes extraordinary amounts of time and 
energy to Torah study. But we should be care-
ful before adopting these terms as exclusive 
descriptions.

For me, Olam HaTorah is much larger than 
any particular community. Torah was given at 
Sinai to the entire Jewish people. It belongs to 
those who study many hours each day, those 
who study less, and even those who, at this 
stage of their lives, barely study at all. Torah 
is too vast and too cosmic to be confined to 
one social sector, even one that has distin-
guished itself through exceptional devotion 
to Torah learning. The Olam HaTorah cannot 
be reduced to one social sector; it includes the 
entire Jewish people, and certainly every Jew 
who actively studies Torah.

Similarly, lomdei Torah should describe 
Jews who learn Torah, whether they learn 
all day or carve out precious hours from lives 
also devoted to other responsibilities. Some-
one who serves in the army, practices medi-
cine, builds a business, or works in another 
profession does not cease to be a lomed Torah 
because Torah study is not his full-time 
occupation.

If we uncritically adopt terminology that 
reserves Olam HaTorah and lomdei Torah 

for someone else, we subtly define ourselves 
as standing outside the Torah world and as 
something other than Torah learners. This 
linguistic mistake can gradually shape our 
religious identity and lower our expectations 
for the place Torah should occupy in lives that 
also embrace other important and sacred 
responsibilities.

Words shape identity, and we should be 
careful not to let someone else’s terminolo-
gy define us in ways we do not agree with. 
The language we use about ourselves should 
reflect who we believe we are and who we 
aspire to become. 
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Darkness  
to Light 

YESHAYAHU 60:1–22
 The haftorah opens with a stirring call: קוּּמִִי 

ח ָרָָזָ יִִַלַָעָךְְ   א אוֹֹרֵֵךְְ וּּכְְבוֹֹד ה׳  י ָבָ  Arise, shine, for ,אוֹֹרִִי ּ�כִּ
your light has come, and the glory of Hashem 
has dawned upon you. The Malbim reads קוּּמִִי 
— קוּּמִִי ,as two distinct commands. First אוֹרִִי
rise out of the darkness. Then, אוֹֹרִִי — become 
a source of light for the entire world. This is 
not simply a promise that light will arrive. It is 
a call for each one of us to participate in bring-
ing that light into the world.

 But the very next posuk challenges us, 
acknowledging that: הּ אֶֶרֶֶץ נֵּהּ הַַחֹשֶֹׁׁךְ יְכְַַסֶּ כִּּי ִהִ
Behold, darkness shall cover the earth. There 
is still darkness in the world and yet Yerusha-
layim is told that she need not wait before 
beginning to shine.

 This is one of the many messages of Elul. 
We may believe that before we can move 
forward, every struggle must be resolved and 
every shadow removed. But teshuvah does 

not begin when the darkness is gone. It begins 
with the willingness to rise within it. Facing 
darkness can help us discover a light we did 
not know we possessed. 

 Perhaps that is why Yeshayahu calls it ְְאוֹֹרֵֵך 
— your light. It is formed through each of 
our individual journeys and is strengthened 
through all that we endure. 

 Hashem calls to each of us: קוּּמִִי אוֹֹרִִי. Do not 
wait until every shadow has disappeared. Rise 
now. Shine now. Allow your own unique light 
to illuminate the path toward a better year. 
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רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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Every morning, after Netillat Yadayim and 
Asher Yatzar, we proceed to recite Birchot 
HaTorah, thanking Hashem for the opportu-
nity and privilege to study His Torah. Today, 
we will take a closer look at the structure of 
these brachot and explore the deeper mes-
sage they are meant to convey.

Gemara Nedarim offers a fascinating 
insight into the importance of Birchot 
HaTorah. The Gemara teaches that the Beit 
Hamikdash was destroyed because the peo-
ple of that generation did not recite Birchot 
HaTorah before learning Torah. This seems 
difficult to understand. Why would such 
a terrible punishment result from what 
appears to be a relatively minor omission?

The Mishna Berura explains that their 
failure to recite Birchot HaTorah was symp-
tomatic of a much deeper problem. The peo-
ple of that generation learned a great deal of 
Torah, but they had forgotten why they were 
learning. Torah had become an intellectual 
pursuit rather than a means of developing a 
relationship with Hashem.

The Bach similarly explains that the 

people used their Torah learning to show 
off to others how learned and righteous 
they were. What they had forgotten was that 
the ultimate goal of Limmud Torah is for a 
person to grow in ruchniyut and develop a 
deeper connection with Hashem.

This gives us a deeper appreciation for 
Birchot HaTorah. Before we begin our Torah 
learning each morning, we take a moment 
to remind ourselves what Torah learning is 
really about. Torah is not simply knowledge 
to acquire. It is meant to shape us, change us, 
and bring us closer to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

The Mishna Berura therefore emphasizes 
the importance of saying Birchot HaTorah 
each day and using these brachot to estab-
lish the proper perspective toward our Torah 
learning. Before we open a sefer, we remind 
ourselves that our learning is meant to help 
us build our relationship with Hashem.

STRUCTURE
There is a debate in Gemara Brachot 

regarding the wording of Birchot HaTorah. 
Three different Amoraim offer different for-
mulations, and our siddur reflects a combi-
nation of all three.

י תוֹֹרָָה .1
ֵ

בְְרֵ
ִ

דִ עֲֲסֹֹק בְּ�ְ
ַ

לַ

נוּּ  ָ שָׁ� ר קִִ�דְְּ ֶ ם אֲֲשֶׁ� עוָֹֹלָ ה ה’ אֱֱלקינוּּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ ָהָ ָ�תַָּאַ רוּּךְְ  ָ�בָּ
ה דִִבְְרֵֵי תוָֹֹרָ עֲֲַלַסֹקֹ �בְְּ נוּּ  יו וְְצִִָ�וָּ מִִצְְוָֹֹתָ �בְְּ

We begin with a בכרת המצווה, a bracha 
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recited before performing a mitzvah. Before 
beginning our Torah learning for the day, we 
recognize that we are about to engage in a 
mitzvah that Hashem has commanded us to 
perform.

The wording is significant: ה דִִבְְרֵֵי תוָֹֹרָ עֲֲַלַסֹקֹ �בְְּ  
- to engage in the words of Torah. The word 
 suggests more than simply studying or לעסוק
acquiring information. It implies immersing 
ourselves in Torah and making it an integral 
part of who we are. This first bracha focus-
es on the effort that we need to put into our 
Torah learning.

עֲֲרֶֶב נָָא .2
ַ

וְְהַ

פִִינוּּ וּּבְְפִִיּּות  תְְָרָךָָ �בְְּ בְְרֵֵי תו א ה’ אֱֱלקינוּּ אֶֶת �דִִּ עֲֲַהַרֶֶב ָנָ וְְ
אֵֵָצָי  אֵֵָצָינוּּ. )וְְצֶֶאֱֱ חְְַנַנוּּ וְְצֶֶאֱֱ אֵֵָרָל. וְְנִִהְְיֶֶה אֲֲ ית יִִש ךָָ �בֵֵּ �מְַּעְַ
מֶֶךָָ  ְ נוּּ יודְְעֵֵי שְׁ� ָ�לָּ אֵֵָרָל. �כֻֻּ ית יִִש ךָָ �בֵֵּ �מְַּעְַ אֵֵָצָי  אֵֵָצָינוּּ( וְְצֶֶאֱֱ צֶֶאֱֱ
ה  ד תּּוָרָ �מֵַּלֵַ מְְַהַ ה ה’  ָ�תַָּאַ רוּּךְְ  הָּּמָ: ָ�בָּ  ְ תֶֶָרָךָָ לִִשְׁ� וְְלומְְדֵֵי תו

אֵֵָרָל: מַּּעַו יִִש לְְ
We then ask Hashem to make the words of 

Torah sweet to us, and not 
only to us, but to our chil-
dren as well. In this bracha, 
we ask for Hashem’s help to 
feel connected to our Torah 
learning and to pass that 
enthusiasm and passion 
on to our children. This is 
not a simple task, particu-
larly in today’s world. We 
therefore need to have real 
kavanah when saying this 
bracha, recognizing that 
it is only through tremen-
dous siyata d’Shmaya that 
we can successfully inspire 
ourselves and our children 
with a love of Torah.

ּוּנ .3 ר בָּ�ָ
ַ

חַ ר בָּ�ָ ֶ
אֲֲשֶׁ�

מֶֶלֶֶךְְ  ה ה’ אֱֱלקינוּּ  ָ�תַָּאַ רוּּךְְ  ָ�בָּ
ל  מִִָ�כָּ נוּּ  ָ�בָּ ר  ַחַָ�בָּ  ר  ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ� ם.  עוָֹֹלָ ָהָ

ה תַּּהַוָֹֹרָ ה ה’. נוֹֹתֵֵן  ָ�תַָּאַ רוּּךְְ  תוֹֹ: ָ�בָּ נוּּ אֶֶת תּּוָֹֹרָ ן ָלָ ַתַָנָ ים וְְ �מִַּעַָהִָ 
In the final bracha, we praise Hashem 

for choosing us as the nation to receive the 
Torah. We recognize not only the importance 
of Torah in our individual lives, but also the 
way Torah shapes us as a nation.

There is a beautiful progression in these 
three brachot. First, we recognize our per-
sonal responsibility to engage in Torah. 
Then we ask Hashem to make Torah sweet 
and meaningful not only to us, but to our 
children. Finally, we acknowledge Torah as 
the unique gift that Hashem has given to Klal 
Yisrael as a whole.

After reciting Birchot HaTorah, we make 
sure to immediately engage in some actual 
Torah learning. We do this by reciting selec-
tions from three different areas of Torah, 
each highlighting a different aspect of the 
importance and impact of Torah learning:
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Torah – Birkat Kohanim: The Midrash 
Rabbah explains that the words יו ָנָָ�פָּ  אֵֵָיָר ה’   
 refer to Hashem illuminating our eyes אֵֵלֶֶיךָָ
and hearts through Torah — ָָך אִִָ�יָּיר עֵֵינֶֶיךָָ וְְלִִ�בְְּ  ֶ  שֶׁ�
ה תַּּ�בַּוָֹֹרָ . Mishna – A list of mitzvot whose 
performance has no limit: This list includes 
the mitzvah of Torah learning, highlighting 
that there is no limit to how much one can 
engage in this mitzvah.

Beraita – A list of mitzvot whose reward 
is received in Olam Haba: The passage con-
cludes with “וְתְַַלְְמוּד תּוֹרָָה כְְּנֶגֶֶֶד כֻֻּלָָּם”—that the 
reward for learning and teaching Torah is 
equivalent to the reward of the entire list.

Together, these three passages emphasize 
the central role of Torah: it enlightens us, 
offers limitless opportunities for growth, and 
stands at the heart of our Avodat Hashem.

THE MESSAGE
Rav Soloveitchik asks an interesting ques-

tion. Normally, we recite a bracha before 
each individual mitzvah. For example, If a 
person washes his hands for bread several 
times throughout the day, he recites Al Neti-
lat Yadayim each time. So why do we recite 
Birchot HaTorah only once in the morning, 
even though we may learn Torah many 
times throughout the day? Rav Soloveitchik 
answers that although we do not literally 
study Torah every moment of the day, Torah 
should remain constantly on our minds.

He compares this to a mother who goes 
to work but does not forget her children. 
Even while occupied with other responsibil-
ities, her children remain in her thoughts. 

Give me 5 to the Almighty High!
Include 5 thousand years to  

HaShem's Kingdom in the world.

or 5787 ה' תשפ"ז

Similarly, Torah should become such an 
integral part of us that even when we are 
engaged in mundane activities, it continues 
to shape who we are, how we behave, and 
the decisions we make.

In that sense, we are עוסקים בתורה through-
out the day, even when we are not physical-
ly sitting and learning. Our Torah learning 
should not remain confined to the time we 
spend with a sefer. It should accompany us 
throughout the day, shaping who we are, 
how we act, and ultimately, our relationship 
with Hashem. 
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“Rabbi Elazar of Bartota says: ‘Give Him 
from His own, for you and your posses-
sions are His.’” (Pirkei Avot 3:8)

The explanation of this teaching is that a 
person should not withhold either themselves 
or their wealth from being used to fulfill the 
will of Heaven. All that a person has belongs 
to God; hence, when one gives, one is not giv-
ing from one’s own 
possessions, but mere-
ly returning to God 
what is already His.

Surely, this Mish-
nah is a call against 
stinginess in matters 
of charity and expen-
ditures for mitzvot. 
The commentary of 
the Meiri emphasizes that when one realizes 
that one is spending God’s money rather than 
one’s own, one will give more happily and 
generously.

Regarding this same Mishnah, Rabbeinu 
Yonah comments that all of a person’s wealth 
is entrusted to him by God for safekeeping. 
Unlike a human depositor, God allows a per-
son to use part of the deposit for personal 
needs, but the remainder must certainly be 
used according to the depositor’s instructions.

EXTENDING ONE’S TABLE
Rav Kook beautifully elaborated on the bal-

ance between attending to one’s own needs 
and the broader obligation to provide for the 
needs of others in his comments on the fol-
lowing passage in the Talmud:

Rav Yehuda said: “Three things prolong a 
person’s days and years: one who extends 
his prayers, one who extends his table, and 

one who extends his 
time in the lavatory.” 
(Berachot 54b).

The basic under-
standing of this state-
ment seems straight-
forward. Praying with 
great devotion, ensur-
ing that one’s table is 
used to help the impov-

erished, and attending to one’s physical health 
by spending ample time in the bathroom all 
contribute to the blessing of long life.

Rav Kook, in his Ein Ayah, finds deeper 
significance in Rav Yehuda’s statement. He 
suggests that the items on the list comple-
ment one another. A person who prays with 
great devotion runs the risk of focusing all his 
energies on achieving closeness with Hash-
em while forgetting the needs of the impov-
erished. Thus, Rav Yehuda supplements the 

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Pirkei Avot (3:7): Personal 
and Communal Generosity

Rav Zelig Reuven Bengis and his wife
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extended prayer with the extended table that 
provides for the poor.

Conversely, a person might be so dedicated 
to mitzvot, both bein adam laMakom and bein 
adam lechavero, that he forgets to care for his 
basic physical needs. Thus, the first two items 
are complemented by the extended stay in the 
bathroom, representing basic physical main-
tenance. (Ein Ayah, Berachot, chapter 9, piska 
#22)).

The Talmud continues by enumerating 
three things that shorten a person’s days and 
years. One of them is “one who is given a cup 
of benediction to bless with and does not 
recite the blessing.” Rav Kook explains that 
this example parallels the earlier reference to 
“extending one’s table.”

“The cup of benediction” refers to the cup of 
wine used for Birkat Hamazon when a group 
gathers for a meal. The person who turns 
down the cup of benediction, which is ordinari-
ly offered when others have gathered around 
the table, resents having to share his meal with 
others. Such a person diametrically opposes 
the concept of the extended table. (Ibid.)

This passage in the Talmud, so beautifully 
elucidated by Rav Kook, emphasizes the kind-
ness and compassion one extends to others. It 
begins with one’s table - with the openness to 
needy guests and the effort to make them feel 
welcome in one’s home.

A PIERCING CRY
Rav Aryeh Levin, the famed “Tzadik of 

Yerushalayim,” was known for his exception-
al compassion toward those who suffered and 
felt alone. Concerning the Torah’s command 
that a Jew be deeply sensitive to the widow 
and orphan, Rav Aryeh offered the following 
penetrating insight:

“You shall not cause pain to any widow 
or orphan. If you [dare to] cause this person 

pain… for if they shall cry out to Me, I shall 
surely hear their outcry.” (Shemot 22:21–22).

Looking at the Hebrew in the verse, it does 
not merely say im, “if” this widow or orphan 
cries out. Rather, the Torah employs the less 
common phrase ki im (“for if”). Rav Aryeh 
said that with this additional word, the Torah 
emphasizes that any reason at all that causes 
pain to a widow or orphan - even uninten-
tionally - angers God because of one’s lack of 
sensitivity.

Rav Aryeh Levin’s son, Rav Simcha Shlomo 
Levin, was fond of citing a piercing comment 
from the Kotzker Rebbe on this verse. The 
Torah employs a doubled expression three 
times in describing the pain caused to the wid-
ow and orphan: aneh te’aneh (“if you cause 
him/her pain”), tza’ok yitz’ak (“he/she will 
cry out”), and shamo’a eshma (“I shall surely 
hear”). Why this unusual emphasis?

The Kotzker Rebbe explained that when a 
wife is pained by someone’s insensitive words 
or by a particular incident, she instinctively 
turns to her husband for support. Similarly, a 
child in pain turns to a parent for solace. The 
widow and orphan, however, no longer have 
their loved ones to care for them or protect 
them. When they suffer, they immediately feel 
the acute pain of not having their closest loved 
ones to whom they can turn.

Thus, the widow’s or orphan’s pain is dou-
bled. First, there is the pain caused by what-
ever has brought them distress. At that same 
moment, they also experience the profound 
pain of knowing that their husband is no lon-
ger present to protect them, or that their parent 
is no longer alive to provide the loving protec-
tion they once received. This double-edged dis-
tress is subtly alluded to in the Torah’s striking 
use of doubled expressions throughout the 
passage. (Derech Avot, Sternberg, p.250)
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ENCOURAGING VISITS
Rav Aryeh Levin made a practice of visiting 

the widows of rabbis on Chol Hamoed and 
Shabbat Chol Hamoed during the festivals of 
Sukkot and Pesach. He knew that these homes 
had once been bustling during the holidays, 
filled with students and colleagues who came 
to visit. For many of these widows, however, 
after the passing of their eminent rabbinic 
husbands, their homes felt painfully vacant 
and terribly lonely.

Rav Aryeh would, of course, visit the wom-
en together with another colleague or friend. 
Particularly noteworthy were his visits to the 
wife of Rav Zelig Reuven Bengis, one of Jeru-
salem’s leading sages (Chief Rabbi of Jerualem 
for the Eida Hacharedis), and to the wife of 
Rav Kook throughout the years following Rav 
Kook’s passing. He would spend precisely as 
much time as he felt was necessary to lift the 
widow’s spirits, and then promptly make his 
way to the home of another widow - some-
times the widow of a deceased and illustrious 
rabbi, and sometimes simply a woman whom 
he felt would benefit from a holiday visit. 
(Derech Avot, p.133)

These teachings and stories remind us that 
true generosity is not limited to giving money, 
but is expressed through opening our tables, 
our homes, our time, and our hearts to those 
in need. When we recognize that all we pos-
sess is entrusted to us by God, we become 
more attentive to the pain of others and more 
willing to use what we have to bring comfort, 
dignity, and kindness into their lives. 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Question: I will be in a hospital for 
Shabbat. They do Havdala in the ward. It is 
unclear if I will be able to make it close to 
where it is held, but I was told that the mavdil 
is very loud and I will hear it in my room. 
If this happens, what will I do about Borei 
Me’orei Ha’eish on a candle I do not see? 
(Safety concerns prevent any flames in hos-
pital rooms.) 

Answer: First, remember that your health 
is paramount and that there is no problem 
whatsoever doing Havdala without a candle 
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 298:1). If one 
is able to make the beracha on the candle later 
that night, that is great (Mishna Berura 298:3). 

The mishna (Berachot 51b) states that one 
can make a beracha on the Havdala candle 

only when “they benefit from its light.” The 
gemara (ibid. 53b) cites a machloket on what 
this means: Rav says it just requires the light 
to be significant enough that if one were 
close, he could benefit. Rava requires actual 
benefit, with the example being that he is 
able to use it to distinguish between coins. 
Most Rishonim and the Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 
4) rule that one needs to be close enough to 
benefit from the light. 

On the other hand, according to most author-
ities, there is no mitzva to actually benefit from 
the light (see Halacha Berura 298:13). Actually, 
almost all agree that the beracha is a birkat 
hashevach (praising Hashem), in this case for 
creating fire/light, which Adam became aware 
of on Motzaei Shabbat (see Pesachim 54a). If 
so, the requirement of how to see the light is to 
ensure a sufficient trigger for the beracha, as 
one must see a rainbow or lightening before 
making a beracha on it.

Therefore, there is logic to say (as Shemir-
at Shabbat K’hilchata 61:(62) points out) that 
if the person who is reciting the beracha is 
properly triggered, those who hear his bera-
cha are appropriately praising Hashem (e.g., 
by you answering amen from your room). 
Nevertheless, the Mishna Berura (297:13; 
298:13) says that whoever wants to fulfill the 
halacha of the Havdala candle must be close 
enough to the light, and I did not find those 
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who disagree. This goes well with the hala-
cha (Shulchan Aruch ibid. 13) that a blind 
person does not make Borei Me’orei Ha’eish; 
we do find that he should hear the beracha 
from someone with sight. 

One can suggest various explanations 
for everyone’s need to be close enough. 1) 
The mitzva is not limited to the beracha but 
includes experiencing the light and being 
reminded of Hashem’s creation, which 
is capped off with the beracha. This may 
explain why we make the effort to hold out 
our hands and look at our fingernails (ibid. 
3) and that some do this after the beracha 
(against the simple halachic logic). 2) One 
should connect to the beracha as one who 
is obligated in it, which happens only when 
he is personally triggered (see Chief Rabbi 
Yosef’s Birur Halacha 298:(19)). 

That being said, even if you cannot make 
it close to the light, you can salvage the situ-
ation significantly. First, if you can light an 
incandescent lightbulb, some poskim allow 
using this for Havdala in a case of need (see 
Piskei Teshuvot 298:10). If so, it would be 
ideal if you answer amen to the beracha of 
the mavdil and “attach” the beracha to your 
incandescent light. 

Finally, realize that despite the standard 
p’sak that one cannot fulfill the mitzva at 
a distance, hearing the beracha does have 
some value. First, some poskim say it might 
be possible you do fulfill the mitzva at a 
distance, and therefore if you did hear the 
beracha in this way, you cannot make a bera-
cha later if you gain access (Kaf Hachayim 

298:22). The Mishna Berura (297:13) likely 
agrees, because he says that when one is lis-
tening at a distance, he should have in mind 
not to be yotzei, and make the beracha later 
when he gains access. Additionally, accord-
ing to the reasons we gave before, by listen-
ing intently to the beracha (you should not 
answer, as it is likely a hefsek in Havdala), 
one takes part in the praise of Hashem, just 
that it is missing either the seeing of the light 
or taking part in the beracha with an obliga-
tion to do so. 

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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Between Life 
And Death

Our parsha begins with God telling 
Moshe to tell Aharon’s descendents, the 
Kohanim, that they are prohibited from 
becoming tamei – impure. They must not 
participate  in the burial of most dead peo-
ple “lnefesh lo itama b’amav” (21:1). 

We all know that dealing with the dead 
is a very important mitzvah of chesed so 
much so that the person who is occupied 
in burying the dead is exempt from other 
mitzvoth even from wearing tefillin, saying 
Shema and davening. It is one of the ways 
that we follow in the footsteps of God and 
do the mitzvah of  ‘Vhalchta bdrachav” 
(Dvarim 28). So it seems strange that the 
Kohanim would be prohibited from such 
an important mitzvah.

One reason is that the Kohanim need 
to remain pure so that they can do their 
important work in the Mishkan or Tem-
ple. Coming in contact with the dead 
would make them impure and then they 
wouldn’t be able to enter the Holy places 
and wouldn’t be able to do their work – so 
when there are other people who could 
bury the dead person it is best if they do 
it. 

The Oznaim LTorah brings another rea-
son. He says it is important for people to 

care for the dead and to go to the home of 
a mourner because all mortals will die one 
day and that way we can remind ourselves 
of our end and improve our behavior. He 
says that the Kohanim don’t need this 
reminder because they are always living 
in the shadow of death. Their job puts 
them on the tight wire between life and 
death every day since they work in the 
presence of God. If they come to the Holy 
areas to do their work in inappropriate 
ways, ( such as drunk, impure, without 
their special garments, without washing 
their hands and feet…)  the punishment is 
death. This we saw with the death of the 
two son’s of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 
“b’kirvatam lfnei Hashem” (10:1). They live 
with a constant threat of death so they are 
more apt to be careful with their behavior.

Yet there are a few exceptions to this 
prohibition, when the Kohanim are actu-
ally obligated to deal with the burial of a 
dead person, such as for the very close rel-
atives that are listed in verses 21:1-3 and 
for a dead person who has no one else to 
bury them. There are times in everyone’s 
life, even the Kohen’s, when they are con-
fronted with death and they must rise to 
those occasions as well. The Rambam 
learns from these verses the general mitzva 
for all Jews, not just kohanim, of aveilut - 
mourning. The Torah does not want us to 
ignore tragedies that may befall us. Crying 
and mourning are normal stages when 

Michal Silverstein, MS

The verses at the beginning of this week’s 
parashah describe the mitzvah of Bikkurim, 
the first fruits, including the declaration the 
farmer makes when bringing his basket to 
the Beit Hamikdash. The dec-
laration is familiar because 
the Rabbis chose it as the basis 
for the Maggid section of the 
Haggadah. But why did the 
Tannaim choose these verses, 
which describe events gener-
ations after the Exodus, rather 
than the verses in Sefer She-
mot where the Exodus itself 
unfolds?

Maybe the answer lies in 
the mitzvah of Bikkurim. The 
ceremony was festive and dramatic. When 
the first fruit ripened, the farmer marked it 
as Bikkurim. Later, people traveled together to 
Jerusalem with singing and music. Finally, the 

farmers carried their baskets on their shoul-
ders and made their declaration.

Each farmer begins his declaration in the 
singular: “I declare this day to Hashem, my 

God, that I have come to the 
land which He swore to our 
forefathers to give us.” He 
then shifts to the plural: “The 
Egyptians treated us cruelly… 
Hashem brought us out of 
Egypt… and He gave us this 
land.” Finally, he returns to 
the singular: “And now, I have 
brought the first fruit of the 
land which You, Hashem, have 
given me.”

Rashi explains that the pur-
pose is that we should not be ungrateful. 
The declaration is an expression of gratitude 
to Hashem. But this gratitude is not only for 
something that happened to our ancestors 
long ago. Nechama Leibowitz points out the 
significance of the singular language. The 
farmer does not merely say that our ancestors 
were brought into the Land. He says, “I have 
come to the land.” He is standing there him-
self. He is holding fruit that has grown for him 
from the Land, and he is thanking Hashem for 
bringing him there.

This may explain why these verses were 
chosen for the Haggadah. On Pesach night, we 
are commanded to see ourselves “as though 

The Personal Side Of Bikkurim

Nechama Leibowitz
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he himself went out of Egypt.” The Exodus is 
not merely Jewish history; it is part of my own 
story.

The same is true of our arrival in the Land 
of Israel. Every generation must see itself not 
only as descended from those who left Egypt, 
but as having itself been brought to the Land. 
We must never take the Land for granted. Bik-
kurim transforms the great events of Jewish 
history—the Exodus, the journey through the 
wilderness, and the arrival in the Land—into 
something personal. The farmer stands in 
Jerusalem and declares: I was brought here. 
This Land was given to me. And this fruit is 
my first fruit.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Hashem for my own personal 
Bikkurim. I am not a farmer, although I do 
have grapes growing in my yard, and I look 
forward to the day when I will be able to bring 
them as Bikkurim to the Beit Hamikdash. Until 
then, I have another kind of "first fruit" for 
which to give thanks.

A month before Pesach, during the first 
days of the missile war with Iran, a project 
my daughter and I had worked on for three 
years finally came to fruition: a kit for creat-
ing a 3D pop-up Haggadah to use at the Seder. 
There is not enough space here to describe the 
Haggadah itself, but it can be seen at https://
haggada-zaza.my.canva.site/. During such a 
frightening time, it felt like a tremendous mir-
acle that we were able to complete the project. 
For three years, we had planted, worked, wait-
ed, and hoped to create something that would 
bring the Haggadah to life for children and 
families. When we brought two copies to the 
National Library, I felt something like what a 
farmer must have felt carrying his basket of 
Bikkurim to the Beit Hamikdash.

 That is perhaps the deepest meaning of 

Bikkurim: not simply to recognize that some-
thing good has happened, but to stop and 
acknowledge, through an elaborate ceremony, 
Who made it possible.

This Haggadah is dedicated in memory of 
Adam Bismuth, הי״ד, who inspired this project 
and was killed in Gaza. May his memory be a 
blessing, and may we soon merit to bring our 
first fruits to the Beit Hamikdash once again.

Bikkurim are brought from the first fruits to 
ripen among the Shivat HaMinim, the seven 
species with which the Land of Israel is bless-
ed. Since two of them — pomegranates and 
dates — are also among the symbolic foods 
traditionally served on Rosh Hashanah eve, 
this week’s easy and quick recipe combines 
the two, giving you a head start on your cook-
ing for the upcoming holiday season.

Wishing everyone a Shana Tova!

DATE AND POMEGRANATE  
CHICKEN BREASTS

•	 2 boneless, skinless chicken breasts
•	 2 tablespoons olive oil
•	 5 Medjool dates, pitted, checked and 

chopped
•	 2 tablespoons pomegranate molasses
•	 1/4 cup chicken broth or water
•	 2 tablespoons fresh pomegranate seeds 

(for garnish)
•	 Salt and pepper, to taste
•	 Fresh parsley, chopped (optional)

Season chicken breasts with salt and pep-
per on both sides. Heat olive oil in a pan over 
medium-high heat. Add chicken and cook for 
6 minutes (till golden brown). Flip the chicken 
and cook for 5 more minutes. Add the broth 
or water, pomegranate molasses, and chopped 
dates. Lower the heat, cover, and simmer for 
5 minutes until the chicken is fully cooked. 
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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After forty-four years, Yehuda Katz z"l, who 
had been missing since the First Lebanon 
War, was finally laid to rest in Israel. 

That is a sentence worth reading twice.
And in the very week when Yehuda, the 

last missing soldier from the Battle of Sultan 
Yacoub, was brought to burial, the Torah 
portion spoke about the mitzvah of hashavat 
aveidah, returning a lost object. Our com-
mentators explain that the basic obligation 
is to return something that has been lost to 
its owner. But there is a broader idea here as 
well: to restore what is missing to its proper 
place — in the body, in the soul, in our people. 

To bring back what has been lost, in every 
sense.

The Torah expresses this in three profound 
words: “You may not ignore it.” And indeed, 
the Jewish people did not look away. Even 
when decades have passed, even when the 
search is difficult, we do not say: “It’s lost. 
There’s no hope.” 

This is also an opportunity to thank the 
many unsung heroes who made that possible.

The Torah continues: “And so shall you do 
with anything your brother loses.” 

Last week, quite literally, a lost brother 
came home, to be buried in the soil of the 
Land of Israel. That moving commitment to 
those who are missing should shape the way 
we approach every area of life.

May we continue to notice what is missing, 
to search, to restore, and never to give up on 
what has been lost. And may we be instru-
mental in returning everything to its rightful 
place. 

Yehuda Katz, of Blessed 
Memory, and Us
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The “Perfect” 
Suggestion 

Last week, someone came up to my friend 
in shul and said to him: “OMG. I have the per-
fect girl for you!”

Sounds great, right?
Except for one small problem: they had 

spoken for approximately 50 seconds in their 
entire lives before that moment.

So first of all, I truly love the enthusiasm. 
We need more people thinking: “Wait, I 
know someone who could be great for you!” 
We need more shidduch ideas, more people 
paying attention, and more friends making 
suggestions.

But before we declare someone “perfect,” 
maybe we should ask a few more questions. 
It's not that we have to know everything about 
a person to have a great idea for them, but we 

are more likely to hit the spot if we took the 
time to actually listen to them.

So for all you wonderful people who are 
thinking: “but how do I start a conversation 
like that?” Here is a list of questions you might 
use:

THE BASICS:
What are you looking for?
What are you looking for religiously? 
What are the things you know you wouldn’t 
want in someone you date?
What qualities are important to you in a 
spouse?

A LITTLE DEEPER:
What does a good relationship look like to 
you? 
What would make you feel comfortable and 
happy with someone?
In which current or past relationships do you 
feel most like yourself? Why?
How does an ideal afternoon with a spouse 
look like to you?
What are some things you’re not willing to 
compromise on in a marriage?
What kind of person would you never see 
yourself ending up with? 

AND DIGGING IN:
What’s something about you that you 

think is important for a potential match to 
understand?

What’s a red line for you?
Tell me about the people you’ve dated. 

What did you like about them? What didn’t 
work for you? 

What have you learned about yourself from 
dating? Are there patterns you’ve noticed? 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל



OU ISRAEL 89

What kind of person brings out the best in 
you?

And one of my favorites: Why would some-
one be lucky to date you? What do you bring 
to a relationship?

Of course, you’re not going to have all the 
answers, and you don’t need to. You’re just 
trying to know them well enough to make a 
suggestion that feels thoughtful rather than 
random. Sometimes you’ll ask all the right 
questions and it still won’t be a match. And 
sometimes the person you never would have 
expected will turn out to be exactly right- 
that’s part of the miracle of shidduchim. The 
important thing is that the suggestion comes 
from knowing the person a bit, not just know-
ing their name.

So next time you have a “perfect” idea for 
someone you barely know - awesome!! Do 
something about it!

Just start by asking.
You might discover that your perfect idea is 

actually… perfect.
Or that it isn’t.
Either way, you’re one conversation closer 

to a better shidduch :) 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

 Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.  DAVID KUSHNER 

 We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
 058-661-0728

בס”ד
OPTIONTO USEAMERICAN

IMPORTEDPAINT!

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS 

THE WALL
DOCTOR
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TORAH 4 TEENS
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Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 

בס"ד

YOSEF GINSBERG 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR,  
NCSY ISRAEL 

SIMCHA LE’ARTZECHA 

Parshat Ki Tavo opens with the words והיה כי 
 And it will be when you enter“ תבוא אל הארץ...
the Land (of Israel).” Many commentaries 
discuss why we need the extra word vehaya, 
“and it will be.” In my love for Israel, the Ohr 
Hachayim Hakadosh spoke to me. He says 
that ‘Vehaya’ is a lashon of Simcha, and there 
is no greater Simcha than that of the mitzvah 
of dwelling in the Land of Israel. 

The Rambam tells us that for a mitzvah to 
be done properly, it needs the proper kavanah. 
Furthermore, in order to have the proper kava-
nah, the mitzvah needs to be done with Sim-
cha. The question then begs to be asked: what 
about the mitzvot where you are commanded 
to be sad, like that of mourning? How are you 
supposed to have Simcha? Unfortunately, this 
is a question every Jew faced this year. 

I’d like to suggest that Simcha does not 
only mean happiness. It could mean happi-
ness, but first and foremost I would define 
it as contentment. Not everything in Israel 
is easy or makes one happy. Not everything 

tastes as good as where one used to live or 
runs as smoothly as things used to. Coming 
to the Land of Israel is a sacrifice and won’t 
always make one happy. But knowing that 
you’re in the right place, where you belong, 
with your people, and being content with that 
knowledge can trump any level of happiness. 
It gives one the ability to smile when they 
are sad and laugh when they are happy. We 
should be content and confident in knowing 
that as hard as it may be and with all its chal-
lenges, we are living the word of Hashem. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

ZVI FISHER 
11th GRADE, JERUSALEM 

WHY ARE WE WHISPERING THE 
LOUDEST WORDS IN THE TORAH?

This week's parsha, Ki Tavo, contains the 
Tochacha -dozens of pesukim describing 
what will happen to us if we fail. Rebuke 
isn't unusual in the Torah. What's strange 
is that this aliyah is read especially quietly 
and quickly - and we read it now, in Elul, the 
month when tochacha is most on our minds. 
Is this really how tochacha is supposed to be 
delivered? The Rambam tells us the opposite: 
tochacha should be gentle, private, spoken 
softly, and repeated (Rambam, Hilchot Deot 
6:7). So what's actually going on here?

Rabbeinu Bachya (Devarim 28:47) notices 
that the Torah doesn't list our sins as the cause 
of these curses. It gives one reason — ר ׁ ת אֲֲשֶׁ� ַחַַתַ  
ה מְְָׂחָ דָתָ אֶֶת ה' אֱֱלֹקֶֶֹיךָָ בְְשִׂ� ַבַָעָ  because we — לֹאֹ 
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didn't serve Hashem with joy. Strikingly, this 
same parsha opens with bikkurim, command-
ing us to rejoice in all the good Hashem gave us 
(26:11). The parsha that opens by commanding 
joy ends by naming its absence as the root of 
everything else. Maybe that's the answer to our 
question: this tochacha couldn't be gentle and 
private, because the failure wasn't one sin you 
could quietly point to. It was the joy missing 
from the whole relationship, so it had to be 
named for the whole nation, all at once. 

This idea comes to life in something as 
ordinary as taking out the garbage. Do it 
while complaining the whole way, and you've 
technically finished the taskת but not given it 
your heart. Hashem wasn't punishing us for 
skipping the mitzvot. He was responding to 
mitzvot done without the heart behind them.

At the end of the day, it doesn't matter that 
we fall. We fall, and we sometimes feel incom-
pleteת that's part of being human. What mat-
ters is what we do with the life we're given: that 
we serve Hashem, and live, with genuine joy. 

As Elul is here, and Rosh Hashanah the Day of Remembrance draws  
near, we remember to help our over 200 poor and needy families.

You can send your donations to:
The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund 

P.O.B. 18602  Jerusalem 9118501  |  Tel. 02-582-3477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

Or you can pay Hacker's Butcher Shop directly  
via credit card at Tel. 02-5819378 

Shabbat afternoon 
Parshat HaShavua Shiur 

Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres 
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak 

Rechov Washington at 5:30pm

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001





THE 
ACADEMY 
HOUSE TALBIYA
2 3 0 S Q M + O N O N E L E V E L

Swimming PoolGarage SpaceBathroomsBedrooms

123.54

230 sqm+ on one level,
this elegant 5-room apartment offers
3 bedroom en-suites, including
a double-sized primary suite,
plus a family room / study
that may serve as a 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining area,
floor-to-ceiling windows, green
views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
2 parking spaces,
storage rooms and full accessibility.
24/7 concierge, swimming pool ,
gym , tenants room , security , Miklat

O V E R V I E W

S W I M M I N G P O O L SPACIOUS LIVING ROOM

O V E R S I Z E D   M A S T E R B R S U C C A H B A L C O N Y

EXCLUSIVE LISTING BY DOV EHRMAN
972-54-451-3049 dovehrman1@yahoo.com Jerusalem . Israel

a Ref ined Residential Experience 
in the Heart of Talbiya



 SPECIAL

FINANCE

OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE

Scan for more

WWhheetthheerr  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  aa  ccoozzyy  oonnee--bbeeddrroooomm  jjuusstt  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  
oorr  aa  sspprraawwlliinngg  22,,770000  ssqq  fftt  VViillllaa  iinn  tthhee  sskkyy,,  yyoouurr  VVIIDDAA  mmeemmoorriieess  wwiillll  llaasstt  ffoorreevveerr..

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea


