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SIMCHA LE’ARTZECHA

Parshat Ki Tavo opens with the words > im
.Y IRN YR X12n “And it will be when you enter
the Land (of Israel).” Many commentaries
discuss why we need the extra word vehaya,
“and it will be.” In my love for Israel, the Ohr
Hachayim Hakadosh spoke to me. He says
that ‘Vehaya’ is a lashon of Simcha, and there
is no greater Simcha than that of the mitzvah
of dwelling in the Land of Israel.

The Rambam tells us that for a mitzvah to
be done properly, it needs the proper kavanah.
Furthermore, in order to have the proper kava-
nah, the mitzvah needs to be done with Sim-
cha. The question then begs to be asked: what
about the mitzvot where you are commanded
to be sad, like that of mourning? How are you
supposed to have Simcha? Unfortunately, this
is a question every Jew faced this year.

I’d like to suggest that Simcha does not
only mean happiness. It could mean happi-
ness, but first and foremost I would define
it as contentment. Not everything in Israel
is easy or makes one happy. Not everything
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tastes as good as where one used to live or
runs as smoothly as things used to. Coming
to the Land of Israel is a sacrifice and won’t
always make one happy. But knowing that
you’re in the right place, where you belong,
with your people, and being content with that
knowledge can trump any level of happiness.
It gives one the ability to smile when they
are sad and laugh when they are happy. We
should be content and confident in knowing
that as hard as it may be and with all its chal-
lenges, we are living the word of Hashem.
Shabbat Shalom!

ZVI FISHER
11th GRADE, JERUSALEM

WHY ARE WE WHISPERING THE
LOUDEST WORDS IN THE TORAH?

This week's parsha, Ki Tavo, contains the
Tochacha -dozens of pesukim describing
what will happen to us if we fail. Rebuke
isn't unusual in the Torah. What's strange
is that this aliyah is read especially quietly
and quickly - and we read it now, in Elul, the
month when tochacha is most on our minds.
Is this really how tochacha is supposed to be
delivered? The Rambam tells us the opposite:
tochacha should be gentle, private, spoken
softly, and repeated (Rambam, Hilchot Deot
6:7). So what's actually going on here?

Rabbeinu Bachya (Devarim 28:47) notices
that the Torah doesn't list our sins as the cause
of these curses. It gives one reason — WX 0NN



didn't serve Hashem with joy. Strikingly, this
same parsha opens with bikkurim, command-
ing us to rejoice in all the good Hashem gave us
(26:11). The parsha that opens by commanding
joy ends by naming its absence as the root of
everything else. Maybe that's the answer to our
question: this tochacha couldn't be gentle and
private, because the failure wasn't one sin you
could quietly point to. It was the joy missing
from the whole relationship, so it had to be
named for the whole nation, all at once.

This idea comes to life in something as
ordinary as taking out the garbage. Do it
while complaining the whole way, and you've
technically finished the taskn but not given it
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At the end of the day, it doesn't matter that
we fall. We fall, and we sometimes feel incom-

pleten that's part of being human. What mat- = > 1
ters is what we do with the life we're given: that b/i\/ Flying Soon? LAN
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As Elul is here, and Rosh Hashanah the Day of Remembrance draws
near, we remember to help our ouver 200 poor and needy families.

You can send your donations to:
The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B. 18602 Jerusalem 9118501 | Tel. 02-582-3477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com
Or you can pay HacRer's Butcher Shop directly
via credit card at Tel. 02-5819378
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