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Our Sedra  this week, Parshat Ki Tavo, con-
tains the second formal pesukim of tochacha- of 
warning and admonition given to the Jewish 
People should they fail in their fidelity to Hash-
em,his Torah and mitzvot. 

In the midst of this extended expression of 
caution, we read the verse:

Tachat asher lo avadata et Hashem 
Elokecha B'Simcha UvTuv Leivov 
meirov kol- Since you did not 
serve Hashem your G-d with joy 
and a glad heart, for the abun-
dance of all things...

How exactly are we to under-
stand this verse? 

Rabbeinu Bechaya  offers a 
unique reading of our verse, tach-
at asher lo avadata et Hashem Elokecha, 
B'Simcha-  that not only did we fail in our Avo-
dat Hashem,  but that we were b'simcha -we 
were happy and glad with that failure.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy'a, explains that the Torah's rebuke is not 
simply about failing to feel happy while per-
forming mitzvot. Rather, joy itself is the vessel 
through which we become receptive to Hash-
em's presence and blessing. When our Avodat 
Hashem is infused with simcha, we open our 
hearts to a deeper relationship with the Rib-
bono Shel Olam; when joy is absent, that vital 
connection weakens.  

Rebbe Tzvi  Elimelech of Dinov zy'a, the 
Bnai Yissascher, offers a very different but 
inspirational interpretation of our verse.: 'tach-
at asher- is a reference to Shabbat- the letters 
which follow the letters alef shin and reish are 
the letters bet, tav and shin, the letters which 
comprise the word shabbat. When a Jew fails 

to experience the joy and fulfillment of 
Shabbat, when the beauty of Shab-

bat is missing from one's life, 
then that is when we begin to 
feel lost, and lose our way.

Reb Menachem Mendel of 
Vitebsk  zy'a, in his sefer, Pri 

Haaretz offers a slightly differ-
ent take on our verse. The Reb-

be cites the well known Talmudic 
teaching that the transgressors among 

Israel are full of mitzvot like the rimon- the 
pomegranate. (Chagiga 26a).

What exactly are we meant to learn from 
this teaching likening those who transgress to 
a pomegranate, and how are we to understand 
that despite the fact that they are labeled as 
transgressors, they are still full of mitzvot like 
the rimon?

 The Rebbe explains that a pomegranate 
is indeed full of seeds, in fact the actual fruit 
components of the pomegranate are the many 
individual, compartmentalized, isolated seeds. 
The pomegranate's fruit is a stark contrast to 
almost any other fruit, such as an apple or 
an orange, where the seeds are minute, but 
the fruit is one big continuous fleshy object. 
Our approach to mitzvot says the Rebbe must 
be one where each mitzva is not a random 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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isolated sweet little kernel, but rather that 
each  and every mitzvah brings more and 
more sweetness and happiness, that each 
individual mitzvah  is a portion of an overall 
collective whole of sweetness and happiness. 
When that is achieved,explains the Rebbe then 
we will  merit to experience brachot. Howev-
er, if each  mitzvah remains to be an isolated 
seedling, and doesn't join together with an 
overall sweet holistic, collective "fruit", then 
our Avodat Hashem is both devoid of vitality 
and joy and thus lacking, and we are therefore 
susceptible to stumble and to the harm of out-
side influence.

May each of us be blessed to heed this pow-
erful message from the Rebbe of Vitebsk, and 
to live a life of simcha, of joy and vitality in our 
Avodat Hashem, and may we merit to experi-
ence the blessings that come through Avodat 
Hashem B'Simcha. 
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