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 Never 
Forgotten 

HAFTORAH KI TEITZEI
We usually think of forgetting as a failure 

— something important that has escaped our 
attention. Yet in Parashat Ki Teitzei, the Torah 
introduces a mitzvah that can be fulfilled 
only through forgetting: ָשָׂׂדֶֶך צִִירְְךָ ְבְ צְֹקְִתִרֹ ְקְ  י   ּכִּ
רּ לַַיָּּתוֹם תּוֹ לַַגֵּ קְַַלְְחְ ּתְָּחְ עֹֹמֶֶר בַּּשָּׂׂדֶֶה לֹא תָָשׁוּב  כַַׁשְָׁ   וְ
ה ךָ ה׳ אֱֱלֹקֶֶיךָ בְּּכֹֹל מַַעֲֲׂשֵׂ בָָרְֶֶכְ מְַַלְעַַן ְיְ יְֶֶהְִיִה   מְָָלְנָָה  לְָָאַַ  וְ
 When you reap the harvest in your field - יָָדֶֶיךָ
and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not 
return to retrieve it; it shall be for the strang-
er, the orphan and the widow, so that Hashem 
your God will bless you in all the work of your 
hands. (Devarim 24:19)

The language contains a striking irony: 
the sheaf may be forgotten, but the person 
in need must not be. What the landowner 
leaves behind becomes the means through 
which the stranger, orphan and widow are 
remembered. The Torah transforms an ordi-
nary lapse of awareness into an act of care.

Perhaps shikhechah addresses not only the 
sheaf that has been forgotten, but also those 
whom society is in danger of forgetting. The 
stranger, orphan and widow lack the secu-
rity and influence to ensure that their needs 
will be noticed. The Torah therefore builds 
their remembrance into the very structure 
of the harvest. The forgotten part of the field 
becomes a place in which another person is 
seen.

In our Haftorah, Yeshayahu portrays 
Yerushalayim as a city left behind, abandoned 
in the field of history. She has watched other 
nations grow while she remains desolate. To 
the outside world, she appears to have been 
passed over and forgotten. But she has never 
disappeared from Hashem’s sight. He turns 
toward her in her desolation and promises: 
צֶֶׁשֶׁף ים אֲֲקַַבְּּצֵֵךְ׃ בְּּ ים גְּּדִֹֹלִ רְַַבְחֲֲִמִ יךְ וּ ּתְִּבְ  בְּּרֶֶגַַע קָָטֹֹן עֲֲזַַ
יךְ ּתְִּמְ חַַ חְֶֶבְסֶֶד עוֹלָָם ִרִ מֵּּךְ וּ י פָָנַַי רֶֶגַַע ִמִ ּתְִּ רְ ּתְַּסְִהִ   קֶֶצֶֶף 
 For a brief moment I left you, but - אָָמַַר אֲֲּגֹּלֵֵךְ ה׳
with great compassion I will gather you. In a 
surge of anger, I hid My face from you for a 
moment, but with everlasting kindness I will 
have compassion upon you, says Hashem, your 
Redeemer. (Yeshayahu 54:7–8)

The parashah and the Haftorah speak 
to one another through the language of 
forgetting. In the parashah, the forgotten 
sheaf ensures that vulnerable people will be 
remembered. In the Haftorah, a seemingly 
forgotten Yerushalayim is assured that Hash-
em has never lost sight of her. Both the sheaf 
and the city appear to have been left behind, 
yet neither is without purpose or future. The 
sheaf becomes a source of sustenance and 

DREAM HOME
HANDYMAN

PLUMBING

CARPENTRY

INSTALLATION

PAINTING REPAIRS

ELECTRICAL

JERUSALEM& 
SURROUNDING AREAS

Handyman Services
 Fixing It Right

AVRAHAM
058-7997833



OU ISRAEL 57

blessing; the desolate city will expand beyond 
its borders and once again overflow with chil-
dren. What appears neglected becomes the 
setting for renewal.

There are moments when a person—and 
even an entire nation—may feel left at the 
edge of the field, unnoticed and uncertain 
of what comes next. The Haftorah reminds 
us that being left behind is not the same as 
being lost. Even when she feels forgotten, 
Yerushalayim remains held within Hashem’s 
everlasting compassion. And just as Hashem 
remembers Yerushalayim in her desolation, 
He will ultimately remember us, gather us 
and bring us home. 
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