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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

(M| Beginning with the new month of Elul, we begin to recite
daily the psalm of L'david Hashem Ori and the Shofar is sounded.

COVER PHOTO Photographed by Moti Zemer

Last month | celebrated my 50th year since making Aliyah from Los Angeles

Hodu LeHashem Ki Tov. | always love taking photos of our beautiful Aretz

to Jerusalem. No doubt the best decision I've ever made. From making Aliyah
- as a young single, | now am the proud father of 5 with 21 grandchildren!!

and especially to show everyone what Hashem has given us. MA RABU

MAASECHA HASHEM!!
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim | 6:48 6:00 8:02 6:40 5:54 7:53
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal)  7:06 6:03 8:04 6:58 5:56 7:56

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:07 6:01 8:03 6:59 5:55 7:54
Gush Etzion 7:04 6:01 8:02 6:56 5:54 7:54
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba ~ 7:05 6:02 8:04 6:58 5:56 7:56
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:04 6:01 8:03 6:57 5:55 7:54
Netanya 7:06 6:03 8:04 6:58 5:56 7:56
Be'er Sheva 7:04 6:02 8:02 6:57 5:55 7:54
Rehovot 7:05 6:02 8:04 6:58 5:56 7:55
Petach Tikva 6:48 6:02 8:04 6:40 5:56 7:55
Ginot Shomron 7:04 6:01 8:03 6:57 5:55 7:55
Haifa / Zichron 6:56 6:03 8:05 6:48 5:56 7:56
Gush Shiloh 7:04 6:00 8:02 6:56 5:54 7:54
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:06 6:03 8:04 6:58 5:56 7:56
Givat Zeev 7:08 6:01 8:02 7:00 5:54 7:54
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:04 6:01 8:02 6:56 5:54 7:54
Ashkelon 7:06 6:03 8:04 6:58 5:57 7:56
Yad Binyamin 7:05 6:02 8:03 6:57 5:56 7:55
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 6:58 6:01 8:03 6:50 5:54 7:54
Golan 7:03 6:00 8:02 6:55 5:54 7:53
Nahariya/Maalot 6:55 6:02 8:05 6:48 5:56 7:56
Afula 7:04 6:01 8:03 6:57 5:55 7:55

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Shoftim - 8:40 PM e Ki Teitzei - 8:31 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 107
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

One of the great challenges of summer
here in Israel, in pretty much every home
with teenagers, is what will get them out of
bed in the morning. School is out and there is
nowhere to be at seven or eight in the morn-
ing. All over Israel, parents and teens struggle
to make mornings productive ones.

Truth be told, even growing up, I never
liked sleeping in. This helped me tremen-
dously in consistently getting to minyan in the
morning. I grew up as a teen in Har Nof, and
there were minyanim until 10:30am. Now as
an adult with teen kids, I can say that one of
the great blessings of Givat Ze’ev is that the
latest minyan is 8:00am; telling yourself you’ll
catch the next one is not an option here. So
I go, and Baruch Hashem, my children go
(almost always). They understand that getting
up and doing good will benefit them so much
more than staying in bed.

Before the advent of electricity, people
would go to sleep when it got dark, and they’d
wake up with the morning light. That’s why
our evening prayer optimally begins when it

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be 2”yY my father

on 728 12 YN
Moshe Goldstein v

on his 34" yahrzeit, 3 Elul

Harriet Goldstein - Mark
Grandsons, great-grandchildren
and great-great-grandchildren
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gets dark, and our morning prayer optimally
begins just as the sun rises. This is natural tim-
ing for our day.

While some worry about getting their kids
to minyan on time, others are dealing with far
more profound challenges. And therefore,
one team at OU Israel keeps very different
hours: the dedicated staff of our Yerushalay-
im-based Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach
Center. During the summer, they expand their
year-round mission through Ohel Yehudi, the
tent we build on the beaches of the Kinneret.
Every summer thousands of Israeli religious
teenagers flock to the Kinneret, pitch tents
and spend days there. Some come just for
an enjoyable outing, but others come for the
party scene. Some teens are also exposed
there, for the first time in their lives, to things
they might not be ready to handle. Whether
alcohol and other substances, or being preyed
upon by others, because of our Ohel Yehudi,
they know there is somewhere to go to get
advice and receive help.

I went out there to visit this past week.
Every visit there for me is a meaningful expe-
rience. Just this past week I went up North
and spent from nine at night until the early
hours of the morning in our Ohel Yehudi on
Kursi Beach. I felt so connected to what was
going on and seeing how much we were help-
ing the teens there.

I sat down and listened to the Ohel Yehudi
team, who filled me in on some of the com-
plex and painful cases they are handling.
These are exactly the kinds of scenarios they
come prepared and trained for. They have



social services on speed dial and they know
when to call the police, because a number
of the situations they encounter are beyond
what a tent on a beach can hold. What is
remarkable is that the vast majority of our
team are volunteers. They come back week
after week, working tirelessly to make sure
these teens get what they need.

The moment that crystallized it all for
me was standing there and looking at the
charging stations. We bring up a truckload of
equipment and build an entire tent, a kitch-
en, sleeping quarters for our staff. It becomes
a small campus, and everyone flocks to it.
They come because somebody is injured on
the beach, or because somebody has had too
much to drink, or because somebody lost their
phone. And they come because they are going
through something and they want to talk to
an adult who can relate to them, who is there
with them on the beach, who has come down
and sat on the sand beside them and is giving
them real attention, guidance and love.

But Ohel Yehudi also set up charging sta-
tions; if a beach goer’s phone is running out of
battery, they can leave their phone to charge.
I stood there watching it pull in teens and
giving them a space - an excuse - to feel safe
and breathe. I said to myself, this is what it
is all about. Not the outlet itself. It’s what the
charging station symbolizes. When a person
is at home, there is a plug in nearly every cor-
ner. Nobody panics about a battery at home.
You only start to worry when you are out in
the field, hiking, walking through a city, and
you suddenly notice how low you are run-
ning. Then you have to start thinking of where
to plug in.

These teenagers are out in the field. Over
the summer they are cut off from their teach-
ers, their madrichim, their community, their
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rabbi in shul. So they come to Ohel Yehudi not
only to charge a phone but to recharge them-
selves. Some ask for emotional or professional

In loving memory of

Eliezer (Larry) Yellin 1

91 973 0N 07N 12 RWONR
on his third Yahrtzeit %9\ 'n

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in his merit

The Yellin and Weingarten families
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help. Many simply sit on the low benches
while someone pulls out a guitar or hand
drum, and they sing, talk to an advisor, hear
a dvar Torah, and receive the unconditional
love and attention they need. They may go
an entire day without any spiritual or social
charge, but they know that when they come
back to the beach, the OU will be there, twen-
ty-four hours a day. Our team is there, women
and men, bringing their own kids with them
(it is the summer, after all), just to help oth-
ers. And these kids see their parents’ passion
and they watch them come back to volunteer
every single summer. That has a tremendous
impact on them as well.

Baruch Hashem, we have raised the funds
we need for this tent, some from OU Kashrut
profits, the rest from private donors. But the
real point is the good in saving lives. This
team is there to protect them, and I thank
HaKadosh Baruch Hu that we are in a position
to watch over these youths, both our olim and
native Israelis.

In this week’s parsha we read of the Egla
Arufa. The elders of the nearest city wash their
hands and declare, “Yadeinu lo shafchu et had-
am hazeh,” our hands did not spill this blood
(Devarim 21:7). Would it occur to us that the
elders of the court are murderers? The Mishna
explains they are declaring something else:
that this man was not sent on his way without

May the Torah learning
from this issue
be in memory of and nnwi »nYyY

Z.¢’ev Blumenthal 21
and his daughter

Aviva a”h

sadly missed
by Judith Lipman

food, or left to travel without an escort.

The question the Egla Arufa puts to us is
whether we are watching the road, whether
we are taking responsibility for our brothers
and sisters who are out there without the
safety of their own homes. On that beach, we
can honestly look up to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
and say we went out to the field and provided
food, escorting them, so that these boys and
girls would not come to harm as much as we
can.

With the right support we will continue
for many more weeks and expand to other
beaches. Thank you to all who have supported
us until today, and to all who will begin from
today. This is truly life-saving. We cannot do
it alone. Please be our partners in saving the
future of Klal Yisrael.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, .

V2
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
https://givechak.co.il/OUlIsrael?ref=r3
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Festival Liba 2026: Expanding the
Zula’s Safe Haven to Gan Hapaamon

Operating under the QU Israel's Zula umbrella, the
July 2026 Festival Liba at Gan Hopaarmon hosted
120 giris between the ages of 15 and 20.

By bringing this specialized initiative out of its
reguiar focility and into the expansive spoce of the
Liberty Bell Park amphitheater, the event extended
the Zulg's signature mission of providing o safe.
non-judgmental haven for teens. Tailored specifically
to offer a spiritually focused and supportive
emvironment for these young women, the festival
blended communal warmth with an engaging,
interactive program.

Between the vibrant "circular joms.” local vendor
booths, and a moving acoustic performance by
Sinai Tor, the gathering perfectly encapsulated

the Liba program's dedication to connecting,
healing. and elevating young souls through music
and unconditional love,

o) J9 iar ¥

A SAFE HAVEN MUSIC & INSPIRATION COMMUNITY & CONNECTION HEALING & GROWTH
Creating a non-judgmentol Uplifting music. drculor joms. Bulding bonds. encoursgng Empowering powung wormen
supportive spoce where and meaningful performances friendships, and fostering o to grow sparitually,
teen girls can feel secure, that tousch the heort and strong serss of belonging emationally, and
ocoepted, ond understond inspire the soul and unity. peErsonally.

EACH WEEK, WE HIGHLIGHT AN OU ISRAEL INITIATIVE THAT E ES A C TIE
ACROSS OUR HOMELAND, WE ASSIST ENGLISH-SPERKING ( ILIH WITH THEIR KLITA AND PROVIDE
ISRAEL'S MOST VULNERABLE TEENS WITH THE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO REBUILD TRUST,
COMNFIDENCE, AND A BRIGHT FUTURE.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT SHOFTIM

Parshat Shoftim has 41 mitzvot and is the
2nd of 3 parshiot that have a total of 170
mitzvot.

The 3 parshiot of Re’eh, Shoftim and Ki
Teitzei are nation building; they express
the vision of the society we are to build in
the Land of Israel. It is not narrative; it is
legislation.

And what type of society do we want to
build?

Well, man was created in the image of G-d.
The society we are to build is an expression
of the image of G-d. What He is, we too are.
Kind of. The society we build is a “G-d’s
Image” society. Albeit with a dash of humility.

He is: One, Merciful, Judge, King, Revealer,
All Powerful, All Knowing.

We began last week in Re’eh with His being
One. First thing is monotheism and uprooting
ofidols. He is One, reflected here on earth. He
is Merciful, Kind, Generous. We in our society
will take care of the needy in canceling loans
in Shemita and in the generosity inherent in

May the Torah learning
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be nnw 1>ryH
our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather

RABBI 1. FRED HOLLANDER 2’1
on his yahrzeit
Rosh Chodesh Elul
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Maaser Sheni. Ethical monotheism is the first
pillar in the “G-d’s Image” society.

Our parsha, Shoftim, is the building of
national institutions: the judiciary, the execu-
tive and the legislature, including courts, the
king, prophets and proper conduct of war.
And their checks and balances.

He is Judge, King, Revealer to man and All
Powerful. Our institutions of courts, monar-
chy, prophet express on earth His attributes;
we, created in His Image, act on earth in the
way He does.

.‘/‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 16:18-17:13)
'/k\o‘ Courts: Establish courts and be
- vigilant in fairness; do not show
favoritism or accept bribes for they blur good
judgment. Do not plant a tree next to the
altar, nor establish a stone monument, nor
offer blemished sacrifices. If one is found to
worship idols, examine the case carefully in
court: guilt must be established through the
testimony of witnesses. If established to be
true, put that person to death and remove
evil from your midst. Should a ruling be elu-
sive, refer it to the higher court; its decision is
binding. Do not deviate from its ruling.
Judiciary: The Torah has 2 parshiot that
deal with law: Mishpatim and Shoftim. Mish-
patim is substantive law, the substance of the
law in all sorts of areas of conflict. Shoftim is
procedural law; how justice is to be meted out.
Our pursuit of justice on earth is an expres-
sion of our image of G-d, the true Judge.
We do what He does. However, there is an
inherent danger in acting as He. We need to
be careful to remember — we are but in His



Image. We are not the true Judge. Heis.

Perhaps this is the motivation of the checks
and balances we will see in each of these
national institutions; reins on our overstep.
The Torah emphasizes the rules of testimony
and procedure. If you require two eye wit-
nesses to convict, convictions are shrunk.
This could be to impress upon man that
although courts are necessary for society,
judging our fellow man is not really our busi-
ness. True Justice belongs but to G-d. Hence,
your ability to convict is shrunken, lest you
see yourself as the True Judge.

"‘ 2ND ALIYA (17:14-20)
k\q King: When settled in the Land,
appoint a Jewish king. He may not
accumulate excessive horses, nor too many
wives, nor silver and gold. He shall have his
own Torah with him at all times in order to
avoid self-aggrandizement and to ensure alle-
giance to the mitzvot.

Executive Branch: In the same breath
that we are told to appoint a king, the Torah
saddles him with restrictions. Not too many
horses, meaning military power. Not too
many wives; sexual license is often the con-
sequence of excess power. And limit posses-
sions, another license of power. The temper-
ing of the power of the king is to temper both
his abuse of power and his inflated self-image.

Unbridled power of the king could easily
leave little room for the King of Kings. You,
man, are a little king. He is the real King.
While the crown may sit on your head, know
that above that head is the real King of Kings.

"‘ 3RD ALIYA (18:1-5)
k\q Kohen, Levi: The tribe of Levi,

including kohanim, shall not have
a portion in the Land of Israel for the holy ser-
vice is their lot. The kohen, who serves G-d,
shall be given portions of animals, produce

and shearing.

Alongside Judges and Kings, the judiciary
and the executive are the religious leaders,
Kohanim and Leviim. These religious leaders
are supported by a type of tax on the people.
But with limits. The power of the Judges to
convict is limited. The power of the Kings is
limited to avoid abuse. Religious leaders are
also prone to abuse of power, using religious
leverage to accumulate wealth. Hence, no
land. Only these portions. It is not what is
given to support the Kohanim and Leviim; it
is what is not. Every society supports its reli-
gious leaders. But make sure the power that
comes with high religious office is not abused.
You get support; but only this, not more.

Religious leaders must serve G-d and
the people; they are supported albeit with
modesty.

"‘ 4TH ALIYA (18:6-12)

k" The Levi is permitted to serve in
the Temple whenever he chooses.

Sorcery: Avoid the practices of the people in

the Land, such as child sacrifice, divination,

omens, sorcery, communicating with the

dead. Your allegiance is to G-d.

One of the attributes of the Divine is omni-
science; He Knows all. Man has knowledge;
but man’s knowledge falls far short of the
Divine. We, oh how we wish we could know
more, see beyond our limitations, have access
to the secrets of the world. It is tempting to
run, in the pursuit of accessing the secrets of
the world to sorcery and divination.

That’s not for you. Stay away. The Torah
requires powerful restraint. That is not our
source of knowledge. As the next aliya out-
lines, our source of truth is G-d through the
prophet.

O

5TH ALIYA (18:13-19:13)
Prophet: While the people in

OU ISRAEL11



the Land seek wisdom through magical tech-
niques, you seek yours through G-d Himself.
Because you said at Sinai that you did not
want to hear His voice directly you have the
Prophet to convey G-d’s directives. Heed the
words of the prophet, though not of the false
prophet. The true prophet’s predictions come
true: not so for the false prophet. Prepare 3
cities on the east bank of the Jordan and 3
cities in the Land of Israel as refuge for the
accidental murderer. He is not subject to the
death penalty. Innocent blood ought not be
spilled in the Land.

Our parsha has outlined the judiciary, the
judges and the executive, the king. The leg-
islature, the branch that creates the laws, is
trickier; the source of our laws is G-d, related
through the prophet. The prophet is a mere
conduit. Unlike the judge and king who act
in this world in the image of the true Judge
and King, the prophet acts as the messenger
to man to communicate the Divine legislation.

‘}‘ 6TH ALIYA (19:14-20:9)
.VK\O‘ Do not encroach over the borders

of your property. Testimony: One
witness is insufficient in court. Conniving wit-
nesses who intend harm through their testi-
mony shall themselves receive the harm they
intended. War: Do not be afraid of the enemy
in war, for G-d champions your battles. A
specially appointed kohen shall encourage the
soldiers. In addition, he shall exempt some of
the soldiers: those who have a new home, a

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
7N NI DM
7y DTV 7172
MIRIAM RICH a’h

whose 18" Yahrtzeit is on %19 "
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new vineyard, a betrothed wife, or are afraid.
These shall not demoralize the other soldiers.

The protection of his people through the
conduct of war is one of the primary functions
of the executive, the King. As we say in Az
Yashir, the song at the sea, “G-d is the conduc-
tor of battle”. As He is a warrior, so too we, in
our “G-d’s Image” society need to fight wars.
Some laws of war are outlined.

And in addressing the inherent danger
of military men to assume military success
is due to their great prowess, the kohen is
instructed to be present in war. The kohen’s
presence reminds the soldiers that they are
G-d’s army. He fights their battles, while they
fight down here on earth.

"/‘ 7TH ALIYA (20:10-21:9)
32 3 In approaching war, try peace
k\,‘ pp g YP

first. But if refused, fight the war
to the end, lest those who survive lead you
astray. Do not destroy fruit trees while laying
siege to a city. When a body is found dead
in the field, the nearest city shall perform a
ceremony declaring them not responsible
for this death. The Land need be cleansed of
innocent blood.

After the laws of war, the Torah circles back
to one lone body found dead in the field. And
the need to cleanse both the leadership and
the land of this innocent blood.

This too is a kind of check and balance on
the military. Oh, don’t think we have a low
regard for life. Loss of innocent life defiles the
Land - and us. Embark on war with sobri-
ety. While not pacifists who desist from all
war, we will conduct a sober war. After all,
we are creating a human society reflecting the
image of G-d. But all mankind is in His image.
Death in battle is sometimes necessary, but
regrettable nonetheless. For all are created
in His Image. ®
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“And you shall say “I will set a king over me”.” (17:14)
“That his heart be not lifted up above his brothers and that he turns not aside from the com-
mandment, to the right or the left.” (17:20)
While describing the intrinsic qualities of a king, why are the characteristics of strength and brav-
ery not at the forefront? Why the need to emphasize where his heart lies towards his subjects?
The Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman 1194-1270, Spain-Acco) points to the prohibition
against arrogance. If the Torah alludes that even a king must restrain his feelings of conceit and
haughtiness, how much more so, we who do not have such status and prestige. As king, one
might assume the necessity of acting with prominence and eminence. Nevertheless, vanity and
egotism are reprehensible qualities to G-d in all his people including a king. The lofty ideas of
greatness and glorification are reserved only to G-d himself. As stated in the Book of Mishlei
(16:5) “Every man that is proud in heart is an abomination to G-d.” - Shabbat Shalom

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable?

Fine reupholstery and
leather repairs

BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED, BUILT TO LAST

B Reupholstery in fabric or leather

m Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

m Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes
Highly skilled & Professional Work
Trained in Italy

23 years in business

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum Jonathan Rosenblum, by
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial = =l
Chiropractor 050-595-5161
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
052-662-4658 Hammertoes, and abetic Wound Care

14 TORAH TIDBITS 1673 / SHOFTIM



H&T Property Investments
Unigue Garden Duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia, Jerusalem
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

+ 170 sq.m plus 137 sq.m registered garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

SKIP THE WAIT.
SEE A TOP SPECIALIST.

ALL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF
IN A BEAUTIFUL STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY IN
MODI'IN.

IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO

LEADING SPECIALISTS EXPERIENCE

@ ENDOCRINOLOGY

@ NEUROLOGY
@ DERMATOLOGY

@ PRENATAL SCANNING @ ORTHOPEDICS

ALLERGY &
IMMUNOLOGY

@ PSYCHIATRY
W

Nava: 052-4810205
hi.propertyisrael@gmail.com

AMERICAN-STYLE PATIENT STATE-OF-THE-ART MODERN
FACILITY

IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO TOP SPECIALISTS IN EVERY MAJOR FIELD

ASSISTANCE WITH INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT FORMS

B\ SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing:
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from
the foundation and external), basements,
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola
construction and enclosure of balconies with
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation
with no obligation.

Email: gagulshIollm-'_'a_":glrlail,cull] .
Shiomo: 050-266-9766 Gl

Office: 052-774-3343 ,"f".'l‘:f‘;":" '
P o e A

EliteMed
s "—-;m—‘—"’/‘

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

THIS WEEK

@

INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT

CONVENIENT MODI'IN ~ APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
ASSISTANCE OCATION THIS WEEK

@ GASTROENTEROLOGY @ UROLOGY
@ RHEUMATOLOGY @ GERIATRICS

OBSTETRICS &
© orumnaurovosy QBSTETRICS

@ PAIN MANAGEMENT

EliteMed

SPECIALISTS
elitemed.co.il

073-212-6067

AYALA 360 * YISHPRO CENTER ¢« MODI'IN

OU ISRAEL 15



Earlier this week, I looked at my calendar.
This calendar is sent to me every year. I cher-
ish its colorful illustrations. They make me
aware of the significance of the upcoming
month. This time, I was taken aback. Wonder
of wonders, Elul is here.

For as long as I can remember, the arrival
of Elul has unsettled me. I sense the days of
judgment drawing near. I turn inward and
ask whether I am ready to “face the music.”

Over the years, I've learned much more
about how to spiritually prepare for the Yemei
HaDin, the Days of Awe. I've studied the pro-
cess of teshuva, return and repentance. I even-
tually discovered that there is a wide range of
approaches to the sacred process of teshuva.

Permit me to provide just a sample of
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/ Get free from food obsession
/ Improve metabolic health
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

those who wrote extensively about teshuva.
For starters, there is Maimonides, Rambam,
whose comprehensive treatment of Hilchot
Teshuva is unmatched to this very day. Also
valuable are the works of other medieval sag-
es, continuing through the generations to the
Chassidic masters, to the proponents of the
Mussar movement, to Rav Kook and his con-
temporaries, and to many in our own time.

Let’s begin with the disciples of Rabbi Yis-
roel Salanter, the nineteenth century founder
of the Mussar movement. They each stressed
different aspects of teshuva. One would have
us appreciate our great human potential—Slo-
bodka. Another preached impeccable ethical
behavior—Kelm.

Personally, I'm fascinated with the most
extreme and most demanding of these varied
approaches, Nevardek. Here goes:

In this week’s Torah reading, Shoftim (Bamid-
bar 16:18-21-9), we learn about the arei miklat,
the cities of refuge, where individuals who
unintentionally killed another person may flee
to avoid those who might wish to avenge the
blood of the victim. The “murderer” could flee
to one of the places of refuge, where he would
remain safe. The key verse reads:

“This is the case [literally, ‘this is the word’]
of the manslayer/rotzeach who may flee there
and live...” (Bamidbar 19:4).

Rabbi Chaim Zeitchik, of blessed memory, a
Holocaust survivor who lived to disseminate
the teachings of the Alter m’Navardek (the
“old man” or dean of the Nevardek school),
cites the following Talmudic comment on this
verse:



“If a manslayer/rotzeach escapes to a city of
refuge and is greeted by its inhabitants who
wish to bestow honor upon him, he must
protest and proclaim: ‘I am a manslayer!” If
they respond, ‘Nevertheless, we wish to honor
you!” then he must accept [‘this is the word’].”
(Talmud Bavli Makkot 12b).

Rabbi Zeitchik then quotes another Talmu-
dic passage:

“The citizens of Jerusalem wished to
appoint Yehuda ben Tabai [in original text,
Sabai] as the Nasi, the chieftain, of Jerusalem.
He avoided this appointment by fleeing to
Alexandria. They wrote: ‘From great Jeru-
salem to tiny Alexandria, how long will our
bridegroom dwell with you while we sit here
bereft of his presence?” (Talmud Yerushalmi
Chagiga chapter 3, paragraph 2).

Rabbi Zeitchik continues: “The people of
Jerusalem offered him glorious honor, as if
on a golden platter, yet he refused it. Why?
Because he knew he could not withstand the
temptations of glory and power.”

“What motivated such extreme piety?”,
asks Rabbi Zeitchik. In response to his own
question, the Rabbi encourages us to gain
insight into Yehuda ben Tabai’s tortured soul
by perusing a Talmudic passage which I will
translate loosely in the interests of brevity:

Rabbi Yehuda ben Tabai proudly
announced that, in his capacity as a qualified
judge, he had ordered the execution of an
eid zomeim (a witness who falsely accused
another of murder but who was then discov-
ered to have been nowhere near the murder
he claimed to have witnessed) and that his
order was carried out... To which Shimon ben
Shetach retorted accusingly: “If so, you have
spilled the blood of an innocent man!” Yield-
ing to Shimon ben Shetach’s greater author-
ity, Rabbi Yehuda ben Tabai agreed to never

again rule on any judicial procedure without
first consulting Shimon ben Shetach. For the
rest of his life, Rabbi Yehuda ben Tabai would
frequently visit the grave of the man whose
death he caused and beg aloud for forgive-
ness. (Talmud Bavli Makkot 5b).

In the above passage, Rabbi Zeitchik finds
good reason for Yehuda ben Tabai’s resistance
to public acclaim. He was forever burdened
by feelings of guilt that he could not sup-
press. He suffered unrelenting remorse. He
remained perennially haunted by his irrevo-
cable judicial decision.

Consistent with the approach of his Nevar-
dek mentors, Rabbi Zeitchik identifies with
Rabbi Yehuda ben Tabai. Rather than try to
overcome feelings of guilt, a technique which
other approaches to teshuva would highly
recommend, he strived to retain his guilty
conscience for its own sake.

Rabbi Zeitchik promotes a teshuva frame-
work consistent with his Nevardek back-
ground. He writes, “Rabbi Yehuda ben Tabai
felt that he could not accept a public position
of leadership because it would diminish his
remembrance of the error in judgment that
led to the wrongful death of another human
being. A position of power would erase from
his heart and from his conscience the abil-
ity to self-criticize. Public exposure would

BROTHERS
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054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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interfere with his ability to preserve his
broken heart. A position of power would
minimize and silence the inner voice that he
wished to keep forever.

Should he accept the title of Nasi and achieve
a lofty position with its material rewards, his
conscience would weaken and ultimately van-
ish. He chose to reject glory lest it cool his goal
of spiritual perfection and diminish his capaci-
ty to make demands of himself. Better to follow
the Torah’s insistence that the newly initiated
inhabitant of the city of refuge must decline the
honor offered to him and proclaim to all, “I am
amanslayer, I am a rotzeach.”

This may not be the appropriate model for
everyone. But those who follow the path of
Nevardek will benefit by adapting to a heavy
dose of sincere introspection, discovering the
powers of restraint that accompany a guilty
conscience, and opening themselves up to
painfully honest self-criticism. There is much
to be said for this agenda for those who find it
personally meaningful.

Let us all contemplate Rabbi Zeitchik’s mes-
sage. We are grateful to him for introducing to
us one of the many paths to spiritual growth
as we get closer to the Days of Awe.
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Testing
Prophecy

In his enumeration of the various leader-
ship roles within the nation that would take
shape after his death, Moses mentions not
only the priest/judge and the king, but also
the prophet:

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from among your own broth-
ers. You must listen to him.”

Moses would not be the last of the proph-
ets. He would have successors. Historically
this was so. From the days of Samuel to the
Second Temple period each generation gave
rise to men and women who spoke God’s
word with immense courage, unafraid to
censure kings, criticise priests, or rebuke an
entire generation for its lack of faith and mor-
al integrity.

There was, however, an obvious question:
How does one tell a true prophet from a
false one? Unlike kings or priests, prophets
did not derive authority from formal office.
Their authority lay in their personality, their
ability to give voice to the word of God, their
self-evident inspiration. But precisely because
a prophet has privileged access to the word
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others cannot hear, the visions others cannot
see, the real possibility existed of false proph-
ets — like those of Baal in the days of King
Ahab. Charismatic authority is inherently
destabilising. What was there to prevent a
fraudulent - or even a sincere but mistaken —
figure, able to perform signs and wonders and
move the people by the power of his words,
from taking the nation in a wrong direction,
misleading others and perhaps even himself?

There are several dimensions to this ques-
tion. One in particular is touched upon in our
Torah portion, namely the prophet’s ability to
foretell the future. This is how Moses puts it:

You may say to yourselves, “How can we
know when a message has not been spoken
by the Lord?” If what a prophet proclaims in
the name of the Lord does not take place or
come true, that is a message the Lord has not
spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptu-
ously. Do not be afraid of him.

On the face of it, the test is simple: if what
the prophet predicts comes to pass, he is a
true prophet; if not, not. Clearly, though, it was
not that simple.

The classic case is the Book of Jonah. Jonah
is commanded by God to warn the people
of Nineveh that their wickedness is about
to bring disaster on them. Jonah attempts to
flee, but fails — the famous story of the sea,



the storm, and the “great fish”. Eventually he
goes to Nineveh and utters the words God has
commanded him to say — “Forty more days
and Nineveh will be destroyed” — the people
repent and the city is spared. Jonah, however,
is deeply dissatisfied:

But Jonah was greatly displeased and
became angry. He prayed to the Lord, “O
Lord, is this not what I said when I was still
at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to
Tarshish. I knew that You are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and

abounding in love, a God who relents from
sending calamity. Now, O Lord, take away my
life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”
(Jonah 4:1-3)

Jonah’s complaint can be understood in
two ways. First, he was distressed that God
had forgiven the people. They were, after all,
wicked. They deserved to be punished. Why
then did a mere change of heart release them
from the punishment that was their due?

Second, he had been made to look a fool. He
had told them that in forty days the city would
be destroyed. It was not. God’s mercy made
nonsense of his prediction.

Jonah is wrong to be displeased: that much
is clear. God says, in the rhetorical question
with which the book concludes: “Should I not
be concerned about that great city?” Should I
not be merciful? Should I not forgive? What
then becomes of the criterion Moses lays
down for distinguishing between a true and
false prophet: “If what a prophet proclaims in
the name of the Lord does not take place or
come true, that is a message the Lord has not
spoken”? Jonah had proclaimed that the city
would be destroyed in forty days. It wasn’t;
yet the proclamation was true. He really did
speak the word of God. How can this be so?

The answer is given in the book of Jeremiah.
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Jeremiah had been prophesying national disas-
ter. The people had drifted from their religious
vocation, and the result would be defeat and
exile. It was a difficult and demoralising mes-
sage for people to hear. A false prophet arose,
Hananiah son of Azzur, preaching the oppo-
site. Babylon, Israel’s enemy, would soon be
defeated. Within two years the crisis would
be over. Jeremiah knew that it was not so, and
that Hananiah was telling the people what they
wanted to hear, not what they needed to hear.
He addressed the assembled people:

He said, “Amen! May the Lord do so! May
the Lord fulfil the words you have prophesied
by bringing the articles of the Lord’s house
and all the exiles back to this place from Bab-
ylon. Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say
in your hearing, and in the hearing of all the
people: From early times the prophets who
preceded you and me have prophesied war,

Dr. Harry Weisman
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Professor of Medicine,
UCLA School of Medicine;
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disaster, and plague against many countries
and great kingdoms. But the prophet who
prophesies peace will be recognised as one
truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction
comes true.”

Jeremiah makes a fundamental distinction
between good news and bad. It is easy to
prophesy disaster. If the prophecy comes true,
then you have spoken the truth. If it does not,
then you can say: God relented and forgave. A
negative prophecy cannot be refuted —but a
positive one can. If the good foreseen comes to
pass, then the prophecy is true. If it does not,
then you cannot say, ‘God changed His mind’
because God does not retract from a promise
He has made of good, or peace, or return.

It is therefore only when the prophet offers
a positive vision that he can be tested. That is
why Jonah was wrong to believe he had failed
when his negative prophecy - the destruction
of Nineveh —failed to come true. This is how
Maimonides puts it:

As to calamities predicted by a prophet, if,
for example, he foretells the death of a certain
individual or declares that in particular year
there will be famine or war and so forth, the
non-fulfilment of his forecast does not dis-
prove his prophetic character. We are not to
say, “See, he spoke and his prediction has not
come to pass.” For God is long-suffering and
abounding in kindness and repents of evil. It
may also be that those who were threatened
repented and were therefore forgiven, as hap-
pened to the men of Nineveh. Possibly too, the
execution of the sentence is only deferred, as
in the case of Hezekiah. But if the prophet,
in the name of God, assures good fortune,
declaring that a particular event would come
to pass, and the benefit promised has not been
realised, he is unquestionably a false prophet,
for no blessing decreed by the Almighty, even



if promised conditionally, is ever revoked ...
Hence we learn that only when he predicts
good fortune can the prophet be tested.

(Yesodei ha-Torah 10:4)

Fundamental conclusions follow from this.
A prophet is not an oracle: a prophecy is not a
prediction. Precisely because Judaism believes
in freewill, the human future can never be
unfailingly predicted. People are capable of
change. God forgives. As we say in our prayers
on the High Holy Days: “Prayer (Tefillah), pen-
itence (Teshuvah), and charity (Tzedakah)
avert the evil decree.” There is no decree that
cannot be revoked. A prophet does not fore-
tell. He warns. A prophet does not speak to
predict future catastrophe but rather to avert
it. If a prediction comes true it has succeeded. If
a prophecy comes true it has failed.

The second consequence is no less
far-reaching. The real test of prophecy is not
bad news but good. Calamity, catastrophe,
disaster prove nothing. Anyone can foretell
these things without risking his reputation
or authority. It is only by the realisation of a
positive vision that prophecy is put to the test.
So it was with Israel’s prophets.

They were realists, not optimists. They
warned of the dangers that lay ahead. But
they were also, without exception, agents of
hope. They could see beyond the catastrophe
to the consolation. That is the test of a true
prophet. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Indispensable Comfort

“Shivti b’veit Hashem...”

This week, the month of Eul opened, a
month that cries out to Israel to prepare for the
Yamim Nora’im with their tefillot that focus on
areturn to Hashem and to His people. For this
reason, we begin to recite the twenty-seventh
perek in Tehillim, “I’David: Hashem Ori v*’Y-
ish’T” at the end of our tefillot. In that “kapit?”,
David HaMelech bemoans the difficult state in
which he finds himself at times, but he always
finds that G-d is his support. As a result, he
declares that there is but one thing he wishes:
“Shivti b’veit Hashem...”

Rav Yigal Ariel turns to this week’s haftar-
ah (Yishayahu 51-52) whose message echoes
the very same need that David expressed in
Tehillim.

The earlier messages of comfort prophesied
by Yishayahu were descriptions of future vic-
tories, successes and accomplishments that
Hashem would perform to bring solace and
consolation to the bereaved nation. But it was,
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in fact, “Consolation Through Representation”,
comfort through the words of the nevi'im. But
in the opening words of this week’s haftarah
G-d calls out: “Anochi, Anochi Hu Menachem-
chem?” - “It isI Who Comforts You!!!”

The Abudraham points to the repetition of
“Anochi” as G-d’s response to the earlier state-
ment that Israel has no one to comfort them
“Ein lah menachem...” [1: 3]. Hashem now
responds that there IS someone who com-
forts -“Anochi, Anochi” -It is I, I, Who com-
forts you!!! Indeed, Rav Yigal Ariel adds that
the original “inconsolable” statement referred
only to mortals — but, as G-d declares now — it
does not refer to the IMmortal One

Consider: after Iyov lost all of his children
(and his possessions), his closest supporters
attempted to comfort him and rationalize
his suffering — but they failed. Yet, in the final
chapters of Sefer Iyov, Hashem speaks to the
bereaved protagonist from out of the whirl-
wind and, although He adds very little to what
Iyov’s friends had said, Iyov states:
ONON12DY AN YY NIY) PRYOY TN VNY?

1I9) 19Y7Y >nIny)
Theard You with my ears, ..., I there-
fore recant and am comforted

G-d had given no telling argument nor
explanation — so why was Job comforted?
Because when he heard G-d’s words, when
he was drawn close to his Maker, he was
comforted!



“Shivti b’veit Hashem...”

Iyov echoed the very same plea spoked
by King David - “I wish only to dwell in Your
House” - for being close to HaKadoch Baruch
Hu brings comfort, consolation and peace.

And this is the first message that Hashem
shares with us in this week’s haftarah.

Our Elul efforts to repent include a
self-analysis to evaluate our behavior over the
past year: Have we failed to treat our fellows
properly, whether through negative speech
or harmful actions, or even through heartless
disregard of their difficulties; Have we been
flippant in our observance of the mitzvot...
or have we actually ignored some? Have we
shown proper respect to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu and His Torah or to the elderly, the pover-
ty-stricken or the ailing? These are the issues
we must face during this time — and they are
most difficult to tackle.

The navi Yishayahu sends us a message in the
words of G-d Himself that will help us contend
with - and overcome - these problems. “ANO-
CHI, ANOCHTI”! Understanding that Hashem is
behind us and, therefore, all we need is “Shivtd
b’veit Hashem...”, a desire, a yearning to dwell
in His house, to bring ourselves closer to Him.
Knowing that G-d is the essence and source of
fundamental consolation for our troubles and
worries, realizing that He yearns to be close to
you as you yearn to be close to Him, will help us
navigate through the difficult challenges of these
weeks of repentance.

And how fortunate for us that Chazal gift-
ed us with this haftarah and its crucial Elul
message each and every year. We can hear
Hashem’s message and, like Iyov, we can now:
“recant and be comforted”. m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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As Chodesh Elul begins, parashat Shoftim
directs us toward introspection, self-assess-
ment, and spiritual growth. The opening mitz-
vah of the parasha establishes the framework
for a just society:

PWY 222 977 )IN D0V D0

Judges and officers shall you appoint for
yourselfin all your gates.*

At first glance, this imperative appears
to address the Jewish nation collectively.
Establishing courts and systems of justice is a
communal responsibility. Yet the Torah curi-
ously uses the singular form: 17 nn - you shall
appoint for yourself.

The Ba’ale Musar explain that embedded
within this mitzvah is a profound personal
message. Every individual must establish
judges and officers within himself. Each
person should establish an internal system

1. Devarim 16:18

' 2
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of honest evaluation and disciplined self-reg-
ulation. Elul is the season when each person
must ask: Am I living according to the values
and potential that Hashem has given me?

The sefer Lehitaneg BeTa’anugim? cites a
Midrash concerning Yosef’s revelation to his
brothers:

*92 TNNY TIX 92 NP NI P2 WITRN N12PWH
NIW M

In the future, when Hashem reproves each
person, it will be according to who he is.2

This phrase according to who he is ( (9%
XINW nn, contains an essential foundation of
avodat Hashem. Divine judgment is deeply
personal. Hashem does not measure people
against one another. Rather, every person
is judged according to the unique abilities,
strengths, struggles, and opportunities with
which he was endowed.

A particular action may be considered insig-
nificant for one person and extraordinary for
another. One individual arriving five minutes
late to shul may reflect carelessness; for some-
one else, simply coming to shul at all may rep-
resent a tremendous spiritual achievement.
The same action can carry entirely different
meaning depending on the individual.

The Torah commands:

2. Rav Y. Greenboim, Lehitaneg BeTaanugim
3. Bereshit Rabbah 93:10



77 1MN DNYY| 0'YoY - establish standards
for yourself, according to your spiritual real-
ity. This perspective carries enormous signif-
icance during Elul. Growth in avodat Hashem
cannot be based on imitation alone. Spiritual
aspirations must be authentic and appropri-
ate to one’s current level.

The mashgiach Rav Yerucham Levovitz
once described how he observed the great
Talmid Chacham Rav Yitzchak Blazer main-
tain a complete Taanit Dibur (undertaking
not to speak) throughout the month of Elul,
speaking only words of Torah and tefillah.
Rav Yerucham initially wished to adopt the
same practice himself. Yet after reflection, he
concluded that such a conduct was not appro-
priate for his own spiritual level.

This insight is both subtle and critical.
Sometimes a person adopts stringencies or
practices that appear lofty, only to discover
later that they are unsustainable or spiritu-
ally counterproductive. One who attempts to
climb several rungs at once may ultimately
fall from the ladder altogether.

Authentic growth requires honesty. We
must neither underestimate ourselves nor
attempt to become someone we are not. This
idea appears again in the Midrash® regarding
Esav and Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. Rab-
ban Shimon ben Gamliel declared: All my life
Iserved my father, yet I did not attain even one
hundredth of the honor Eisav showed his father.

The Midrash describes how Eisav would
wear distinguished garments when attending
to Yitzchak, while Rabban Shimon ben Gam-
liel served his father in ordinary clothing. The
obvious question arises: if he admired Eisav’s
conduct so greatly, why did he not imitate it?

The answer is that spiritual behavior must
emerge organically from one’s authentic level.

4. Bereshit Rabbah 65:16

Alofty external act detached from inner reali-
ty can become artificial rather than elevating.
Growth must be genuine, measured, and inte-
grated into the person one truly is.

A similar principle emerges from the Gema-
ra’ regarding Mar Ukva. Mar Ukva remarked
that compared to his father, he was like vine-
gar compared to wine, because his father wait-
ed twenty-four hours between meat and milk,
whereas he himself waited only until the next
meal. Yet despite his admiration, Mar Ukva
did not adopt his father’s practice, recognizing
that one must serve Hashem in an authentic
manner in accordance with where one is at
in life.

This is the avodah of Elul. The goal is not
merely to become more religious externally,
nor to imitate the practices of others. Rather,
Elul calls upon us to discover what Hashem
genuinely asks of us - personally, honestly,
and realistically.

Every individual possesses unique gate-
ways into the soul. Each person has different
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
struggles. The command of placing judges at
our gates - teaches that the work of selfjudg-
ment must penetrate every dimension of
one’s life and personality.

One of the greatest obstacles to spiritual
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growth is comparison. We often look side-
ways instead of inward. We measure our-
selves against the accomplishments, or public
image of others, forgetting that Hashem cre-
ated every soul with a unique mission. Elul
reminds us that authentic avodat Hashem
begins not with imitation, but with truth.

Hashem does not ask us to become some-
one else. He asks us to become the fullest
version of ourselves. The real question of Elul
is therefore not: “Why am I not like another
person?” Rather: “Am I becoming who I am
capable of being?”

When a person serves Hashem with sin-
cerity and self-awareness, every small act
becomes infinitely precious. The gates of the
soul begin to open, and the internal judges
and officers guide a person toward clarity,
growth, and closeness to Hashem.

May we merit during the days leading up
to the Yarmim Noraim to establish true judges
and officers within ourselves, to recognize our
unique mission, and to stand before Hashem
not as imitations of others, but as the people
we were created to become.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Reb Tzvi Hersh HaKohen of Rimanov, zy’a,
was a humble and unassuming tzadik, unique
among Rebbes of his generation. He was
orphaned as a young child and did not come
from ‘Rebbishe’ lineage, but was chosen for
the position. Later in life, Reb Hersch married
off a child to the family of Rebbe Yisrael of
Rizhin zy’a. The custom at Rizhiner weddings
was for Rebbe Yisrael to declare the family
yichus lineage which traced directly back to
the great Reb Dov Ber, Maggid of Mezritch.
When the Rizhiner was done, the attendees at
the simcha waited pensively to see how Reb
Tzvi Hersch would respond. It was no secret
that he’d come from humble origins.

With clarity and confidence, Reb Hersch
declared, “My father was a simple tailor and
as he was niftar when I was a child, I sadly
do not have many memories of him. One
thing I do remember is that he taught me a
fundamental rule of tailoring: It’s never too
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late to fix what you’ve sewn. If you sew the
wrong stitch, you can always take it out and
start again.”

When the Rhizner heard the words of his
new mechutan, he began to cry, “Gevalt is
your yichus great!”

Our sedra lays out the mitzvos associated
with anointing a king in Israel, and details the
limitations placed on his personal life so that he
will maintain perspective while ascending the
royal throne. He is not to acquire too many hors-
es, excessive gold and silver, nor a multitude of
wives; he is commanded to write and carry
with him a personal Sefer Torah, as a constant
reminder “Ivilti rum levavo m’echav — so that
his heart will not be haughty over his brothers”
(17:15-20). Though specifically directed toward
the King, this mitzvah is an important directive
and reminder for all of us regarding a most
basic and fundamental in our avodas Hashem:
maintaining genuine humility, and cultivating a
sincere, deep respect for one another.

This Shabbos marks the start of Chodesh
Elul, our formal entry into the Yemei HaTe-
shuva, the auspicious days leading up to the
New Year, when each of us in our own way is
thinking about the ‘garments’ we need to fix.

On Rosh Chodesh Elul, a sign would hang
at the entrance of the Beis Medrash in Kelm,
Lithuania: Achdus ha’avadim hi kiyum haMal-
chus - “The Kingdom is upheld by the unity of
the servants.” This important reminder comes
at a time when personal introspection and our
own individual growth is at the forefront of
our minds. It directs our focus and intention



toward one another. While reaffirming Hash-
em as the center of our existence, we recog-
nize that the ultimate coronation of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu as our King is only possible when
we are all together: Vayehi bYeshurun Melech,
b’hitaseif rashei am, yachad shivtei Yisrael —
“Then He became King in Jeshurun, when the
heads of the People assembled, the tribes of
Israel together” (Devarim, 33:5).

Dovid HaMelech’s prayer in Sefer Tehillim
(119:63), Chaver ani 'chol asher yorucha — “I
am a friend to all who fear You” is seeming-
ly not just a self-description expressing his
yearning to be a ‘friend’ of all those who strive
to live with awareness of Hashem, but is also a
directive and plea. He is instructing us in how
we ought to see others, and also pleading with
us to be open to others’ different opinions and
ways. We actually have much in common.
Regardless of where we are from, where we
are up to and how we got to where we are,
we are united in our longing for a deeper
connection to the Ribbono shel Olam. There
is an essential friendship among all who seek
to live with a conscious awareness of God.

May this month be one of new beginnings
for us all in deepening our appreciation and
respect for one another, and in serving Hash-
em together, from all our unique vantage
points and perspectives. May Hashem’s King-
dom be upheld by the unity of His servants,
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educational, and effective. Rav Copperman
is personable and a pleasure to w:ufwi%ﬁ.

Yosef Packer, Kiryat Moshe 1M {4ional
i

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Rav Menachem Copperman

Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544-731052
info@kadatvkadin.com

: '”@E@S

-, | Avraham Eey,
0586927574
Property Management
and Mamtenance

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein Lecha B'Chol
Shaarecha- Judges and officers shall you place
at all your gateways.

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe
zy'a offers a novel interpretation of our pasuk.
Each Rosh Chodesh represents a new gateway,
a new path to experience growth in our Avodat
HaShem. So one might come to ask, what are
the specific concepts and ideals we must work
on during this month of Elul, during these days
leading up to Rosh HaShana?

In Likutei Torah, Rebbe Shneur Zalman
M'Liadi, zy"a, describes these days of Elul
with the following parable. Throughout the
year, a King sits in his royal palace and his
many loyal subjects wait with trepidation
for opportunities when the palace might be
open for special occasions and celebrations,
where the kingdom's constituents might catch
a glimpse of or receive a brief word of encour-
agement from their beloved King. But during
this month of Elul, the king departs from
the palace and visits the fields. There in the
fields, the King is accessible, clearly present,
and approachable as he interacts and mingles
among all those who are in the field.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zy'a, elaborates
further on this well known parable. Yes it
may be true, that during these days of Elul, the
melech is more clearly present among us, and

0U Israel wishes Mazal tovto @
™ Rabbi Sam and Henny Shor
on the celebration of their daughter,
Aliza Meira’s Bat Mitzvah, this Shabbat
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may seem more accessible to us. However, the
Rebbe asks the question, if the King shows up
in the fields, do his constituents continue to
plow and work the land, do they continue
uninterrupted with their regular conduct, or
do they pause, and recognize and acknowl-
edge that indeed the King has graced us
with his presence right here among us in the
fields? During these days of Elul, do we simply
carry on with the status quo, with business as
usual, or do we see these days as an opportu-
nity to greet and show honor to our King, even
as he meets us on our proverbial home turf?

Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov, the Bnai
Yissascher zy'a, suggests that the words
bchol shaarecha- all your gateways. is alluding
to the seven openings in a person's face- two
eyes, two ears, two nostrils and our mouths.
It is through these openings that most of our
senses are manifest and activated. Our verse,
explains the Bnai Yissascher, is teaching us
the importance of safeguarding and protect-
ing how we use each of our senses-what imag-
es we might look at, what type of speech we
might choose to listen to, what foods we might
smell and taste, how we use our capacity to
speak-each of these senses can be used for
great good, or can be misused for harm.

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerrer
Rebbe zy'a, adds that the pasuk continues
Shoftim V'Shotrim Titein Lecha B'Chol Shaare-
cha-asher Hashem Elokecha Notein Lecha - if
one would only realize that all our capabilities
and strength, all bracha that comes into our
lives, is indeed a gift from Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
then of course we will use those gifts to elevate



ourselves, and to elevate our surroundings.

Reb Simcha Bunim MiPischiska zy'a, sees
our verse as a warning for each of us to be
cautious and guarded in how we perceive
others' actions, and to always judge our fellow
favorably. If it appears to us that our friend or
neighbor is engaged in some sort of inappro-
priate action or activity, we must take it as a
sign that we need to reflect and look inward,
and assess if all our own actions are up to par!

As we enter into this incredible month of
Elul, may each of us be blessed to embody
these beautiful ideas, and reach great heights
in our Avodat Hashem.

Chodesh Tov! m

Wills * Probate * Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Guardianship * Durable Power of Attorney
(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING

TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.
tirtzaj@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 + (845) 694-7645
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In the Footsteps of the Righteous:
with Rabbi Sam Shor ,(,,!2
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 6:00 PM

Join us for a meaningful Elul experience as we visit the

en S 4 “nan pean AT o
Kivrei Tzadikim in the Sanhedria Cemetery. panagh 18 ToIE

i by bt [= e i
Together, we will explore the lives and legacies of = A%I9T 1 s:fr :

many of Yerushalayim’s great sages and spiritual
leaders who are laid to rest there.

INCLUDING:

+ Rabbi Aryeh Levin ~ + HaRav Ovadia Yosef

+ Chassidic Admorim  + Sephardic Mekubalim

Space is limited. RSVP's required
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/kivrei-tzadikim26/

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | 50 NISPERPERSON

INTHE FOOTSTEPS OF CHANA AND RACHEL
With Rivi Frankel

Thursday, August 27
9:00 AM-2:30 PM

Step into the story of Rosh Hashana through Tanach, history, and personal reflection.
Join us at Kever Shmuel and Ramat Rachel as we explore the stories of Chana and Rachel,
their powerful tefillot, and themes of teshuva, remembrance, and renewal.
Discover the archaeology, history, and deeper meaning of these sites as we prepare for the
Yamim Noraim.

Bus pickup: Beit Knesset Feigenson
More details at the link below.
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Camp Dror 5786 ¥

Adventure that challenged us.
Community that brought us
together.

Ruach that inspired us.
TN that connects us.

A heartfelt THANK YOU to our
incredible campers, phenomenal
staff, supportive families, generous

who made Camp Dror 5786
unforgettable.

Already counting down to

Camp Dror 5787! |
4 E ":il L ! y
www.campdror.com [ -',l“\ Al add
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+972502022085
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Wednesday, Aug 26 i Beit Knesset Mishkan Yosef
8:00 PM : Shimoni 20, Rassco

Ikkarei Rosh Hashana:
A Crash Course for Busy People

In What Matters Right Now
Karen Hochhauser (

Create a beautiful standing display
for your Rosh Hashana tab?e'

30 NIS

Register at: : i e
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgenElul26 h y —

'S YY1y M TITD MR

Director: Menachem Persoff | www.yeshezra.org

Urgent Appeal: @ Website
Please Help Generously! S www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer

“My ex came to my house and beat me. Mercantile (17
I'm trying to pull myself together for  pranch 64, AJG 10747843
my three children. I've no way to buy (Call Sara for tax ID: [as per image])

food and there are debts. I don’t know Checks

who to turn to anymore. Please help me!” Yesh Ezra, POB 31476

Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card
Sara: 058-530-9161
(Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)

[ Donate with: JGive @ J

Food
Relief
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 - MONDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

ELEVATE YOUR YOM KIPPUR WITH AN
INSPIRING DAVENING & MEANINGFUL PROGRAM
BAALEI TEFILLA: RABBI WEINREB & REB SHABTAI EISENSTADT

PRICING: Yom Kippur including Seudat Hamafseket & Break-Fast 1550 Nis p/coupLE
Extra night Bed & Breakfast - Checkout Tuesday, Sept. 22nd 790 nis p/COUPLE

OU ISRAEL, RABBANUT MEHADRIN, & HARAV EFRATI SUPERVISION

RESERVATIONS: GROUPS@SKYLINEJLM.COM | TEL: 02.655.8811




OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

This week, we celebrate Rosh Chodesh Elul,
which is also the yahrzeit of my Rebbe and
mentor, Hagaon Harav Zalman Nechemia
Goldberg zt”1.

Not a day goes by without
Am Yisrael feeling the absence
of Rav Zalman Nechemia’s pres-
ence. Beyond the thousands of
in-depth shiurim he delivered,
his extraordinary intellect and
profound knowledge of Torah
made him one of the greatest
Torah scholars and halachic
authorities of his generation.

Rav Zalman Nechemia was '
the epitome of a righteous Rav and leader.
His incredible depth in Torah enabled him to
become one of the most sought-after dayanim
of his time and to serve as a halachic author-
ity on some of the most difficult and complex
questions of the last several generations.

Yet, despite having every reason to take
pride in his accomplishments, Rav Zalman
Nechemia was among the humblest of people.
He never dismissed anyone. He would answer
questions from anyone who approached him

i 3 i
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Rabbi Zalman
Nechemia Goldberg zt"l

and taught in dozens of yeshivot and kollelim,
regardless of political affiliation, the number
of participants, or their level of scholarship.

All of this stemmed from the Rav’s remark-
able Yirat Shamayim and genuine devotion to
Torah. Rav Zalman Nechemia never sought
political influence, recognition, or rabbinic
honor. His greatness came from a completely
different place. He saw himself as someone
whose responsibility was to pass the wisdom
of Torah and the way of life of mitzvot on to
the next generation.

The following discussion on the halachic
status of gelatin is one of the
many important teachings of
Rav Zalman Nechemia in the
field of Kashrut.

Although there is a constant
shift in food production away
from animal-based ingredients,
certain animal-derived ingre-
dients remain fundamental to
modern food manufacturing.
One of the most common exam-
ples is gelatin.

Gelatin is a clear, flavorless protein used pri-
marily as a gelling, stabilizing, and thickening
agent. It is found in a wide variety of foods,
including marshmallows, gummy candies,
ice cream, yogurt, desserts, and many other
products.

Gelatin is produced from collagen.
Although collagen can also be derived from
certain plant or fish sources, the overwhelm-
ing majority of conventional gelatin has



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

historically been produced from the skin,
bones, and connective tissues of animals, par-
ticularly cattle and pigs.

From a Kashrut perspective, this creates an
obvious concern. If gelatin is produced from
non-kosher animals, or from animals that
were not slaughtered according to halacha,
the source material itself is not kosher.

Gelatin has been used in culinary and
food production for well over 100 years, and
throughout the generations, many of the
greatest halachic authorities have addressed
the question of its kosher status.

Early forms of gelatin were produced from
animal bones left over after the processing
of meat. The halachic discussion therefore
focused on the status of bones from non-ko-
sher animals or from animals that had not
been properly slaughtered.

On the one hand, there is an explicit dis-
cussion in the Gemara (Chullin 77b) indicat-
ing that while the meat of a non-kosher or
improperly slaughtered animal is prohibited,
certain parts of the animal, including its skin
and bones, may not have the same status as
the meat itself.

On the other hand, another discussion in
the Gemara (Chullin 117b) appears to indicate
that there is at least a rabbinic prohibition
concerning the consumption of bones from a
non-kosher source.

This leads to an important question: What
type of bones are we discussing? Is there
a difference between hard bones and soft
bones? What about bones that contain edible

marrow? And does the halachic status change
depending on whether the bones themselves
are normally considered edible?

The Two Opinions

Responsa Achiezer (3:33), however, brings
proof that there is a distinction between hard
and soft bones. Hard bones have no prohibi-
tion in themselves. One indication of this is
the Gemara’s discussion regarding the nul-
lification of non-kosher meat that becomes
mixed with kosher food. The volume of the
bones can be included in calculating the
volume of the mixture, indicating that hard
bones do not have the same status as prohib-
ited food.

We are Proud to Salute the

NEW

of the
BEN ZAK1}
“NCSY’

Rabbi Mordechai Burg

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Rabbi Menachem Genack
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Rabbi David Miller

Jerusalem, Israel

Mayor Michelle Weiss
University Heights, Ohio

Rivka Yudin

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Isabelle Novak
Chair, Ben Zakkai Honor Society
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Soft bones, however, may be subject to a
rabbinic prohibition.

This understanding resolves the apparent
contradiction between the different sources
in the Talmud. Based on this approach, the
Achiezer and other authorities permitted
gelatin produced from hard bones. See also
Chazon Yechezkel, Zevachim 5.

The Pri Megadim (YD 87:22), however, and
other authorities understood the matter dif-
ferently. According to their approach, both
hard and soft bones are prohibited.

They understand the Rambam as ruling that
bones, although not normally considered edi-
ble, are still part of the prohibited animal and
therefore retain the prohibited status of the
animal. Since bones are not ordinarily con-
sidered food, however, the prohibition may
be only rabbinic in nature.

Although many later authorities discuss
the distinction between hard and soft bones,
the Shulchan Aruch (YD 99:1) rules that bones
from a non-kosher animal, or from an animal
that was not properly slaughtered, may be
included in the calculation when determining
whether a mixture has become nullified.

At first glance, this would seem to indicate
that the Shulchan Aruch considers bones to
have a prohibited status, regardless of their
source.

Rav Ovadia Yosef, in Responsa Yabia Omer
(8:11), cites this ruling as evidence that the
Shulchan Aruch would nevertheless permit
gelatin produced from non-kosher animal
bones.

Rav Zalman Nechemia, however, pointed
out an apparent contradiction within the rul-
ings of the Shulchan Aruch.

In Yoreh Deah 87:7, the Shulchan Aruch
rules that when bones from meat are cooked
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together with milk, there is a rabbinic prohi-
bition against consuming the mixture because
the bones themselves have a prohibited
status.

How, then, can the Shulchan Aruch allow
bones to be included in the calculation of a
mixture in one context while treating those
same hones as prohibited in another?

Rav Zalman Nechemia offered a unique
insight to resolve this apparent contradiction.

He explained this through the halachic
concept of Achshevei. Achshevei refers to a
situation in which something that is ordinari-
ly considered inedible, insignificant, or unfit
for consumption is nevertheless intentional-
ly treated as food by a particular person. By
doing so, that person gives the item halachic
significance.

A classic example is chametz on Pesach. If
a person were to consume chametz that had
become completely rotten and would normal-
ly be considered inedible, but that individual
nevertheless considered it edible and ate it,
the concept of Achshevei can give the item
significance for that person and result in a
prohibition of consuming it.

Rav Zalman Nechemia used this concept to
explain the seemingly contradictory rulings of
the Shulchan Aruch.

When discussing the inclusion of bones
in the calculation of a mixture, the Shulchan
Aruch is dealing with a situation in which
the bones entered the mixture inadvertent-
ly. Since bones are not normally considered
food, they can be included in the calculation
and help determine whether the prohibited
substance has been nullified.

In Yoreh Deah 87, however, the case is dif-
ferent. There, a person intentionally cooks the
bones together with milk. Because the person
specifically chooses to use the bones as part



of the food, the bones become Achshevei—
they are being treated as food and therefore
acquire halachic significance.

According to Rav Zalman Nechemia, this
distinction creates a significant concern
regarding gelatin.

Gelatin is not produced from animal bones
accidentally or incidentally. The bones are
specifically selected and processed for the
purpose of producing an ingredient that
will be used as food. The entire purpose of
the manufacturing process is to extract the
collagen and transform it into a usable food
ingredient.

Therefore, the concept of Achshevei
becomes highly relevant. Since the bones are
intentionally being used to produce a food
ingredient, they acquire the status of some-
thing significant and edible. According to this
approach, gelatin produced from non-kosher
bones would remain prohibited, even if the
original bones themselves might otherwise
have been considered inedible.

This provides an important insight into the
halachic discussion surrounding gelatin and
demonstrates how the practical realities of
modern food production can affect the appli-
cation of established halachic principles.

I'had the tremendous zechut to have a spe-
cial relationship with Rav Zalman Nechemia
Goldberg. To me, he represented the ideal
combination of a true Torah giant and a pro-
foundly pious and humble individual.

His depth and genius in Torah were sim-
ply beyond comprehension. Yet, at the same
time, his simplicity and genuine humility
were apparent in his every action. Despite his
extraordinary stature, he never made a per-
son feel insignificant or unworthy of his time.

Rav Zalman Nechemia dedicated his life to

teaching authentic, in-depth Torah to anyone
who wished to learn. His Torah was not mere-
ly about knowledge. He taught a way of think-
ing, a way of living, and a way of approaching
the responsibility of a Torah Jew.

His teachings and his Torah perspective
will continue to echo through generations.
Although his physical presence is deeply
missed by Am Yisrael, the Torah that he
taught continues to live through his students
and through everyone who was fortunate
enough to learn from him.

May we be worthy of continuing his legacy
for generations to come.

Zecher Tzaddik Livracha!

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
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STUDENTS:

% Academic Guidance

Benefit from tailored support in choosing
your course of studies with education fairs
and personalized guidance. Jerusalem is
home to Hebrew University, and other
colleges specializing in STEM, business,
Judaic studies, arts, humanities and more.

& Academic Integration Programs

Start your academic studies in English and
transition to Hebrew courses as your
Hebrew improves. Up to 4 levels of Hebrew
Ulpan are offered during the program,
progressing up to exemption level.

-;_ ‘ler-

T & THRIVE
IN JERUSALEM

JERUSALEM IS YOUR ULTIMATE DESTINATION FOR
ACADEMIC SUCCESS, PROFESSIONAL GROWTH, AND VIBRANT LIVING

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS:

# Finding Your Community

Whether vyou're religious, secular, or
somewhere in between, we'll help you find
the community where you belong — a place
to build friendships, grow your professional
network, and settle in. We can even help you
find the right rental.

1] A city of Opportunities

Jerusalem offers strong work opportunities,
from the country's fastest-growing hi-tech
scene to roles in medicine, education,
non-profits, and more. Let us connect you to
different employment resources in the city.

@& Social and Cultural Activities

lerusalem is packed with culture, from 40+ museums and year-round festivals to live music,
theater, and nightlife. Between community events, volunteering, sports leagues, and language
exchanges, there are endless ways to get involved, make friends, and get to know the city.

SCHEDULE A FREE ;
ONE-ON-ONE SESSION T : r for the
WITH OUR ALIYAH
COORDINATOR HERE

{i} yvette_la@jerusalerm.muni.il

() +972 55-944-3087 (WhatsApp)
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ZIONIST EDUGATION INITIATIVE

The Zionist Education Initiative (ZEI) is Nefesh B'Nefesh’s educational engine,
dedicated to strengthening Jewish identity and Zionist literacy. Through immersive
experiences across North America and Israel ZEI empowers learners of all ages to
meaningfully connect with the story of the Jewish people and the Land of Israel.

BEYOND THE WALLS:

YEMIN MOSHE & WINE TASTING

FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

HIDDEN TREASURES

OF THE JEWISH QUARTER
FOR SENIORS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 | 9:30-12:30

MAGIC PASSPORT:

A TOUR OF THE OLD CITY FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
FOR FAMILIES

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 | 10:00-12:00 | 14:00-16:00




REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Tremendous
Trust

“Tamim te’hiyeh im Hashem Elokecha—
Be wholehearted with Hashem, your God.”
(Devarim 18:13) Rashi: “Conduct yourself
with Him with simplicity and depend on
Him, and do not inquire of the
future.” The Torah prohibits, as
we see in the next verses, seek-
ing out those who may predict
one’s circumstances or fate.

Unlike the Rambam, who
does not count this directive
as one of the 613 mitzvot, the
Ramban does count this as a
mitzvah. He interprets this to
mean that one must believe that
Hashem is the source of all that
happens, and we may only seek direction for
the future from His true prophets. The Ram-
ban further notes that even if such predictions
come true, one must know that anything can
change, as one’s personal situation is depen-
dent on his relationship with Hashem.

Rav Yisrael Weintraub zt”l understands
a fundamental principle from Ramban’s
teaching. Even if one’s mazal is predicted in
the stars, for example, teshuvah and tefillah
can dramatically change the reality. Such is
the way that Hashem designed this world.
This mitzvah commands us to believe with
certainty that our behavior and actions carry
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Rabb1 Yaakov Moshe Hillel
L

significance and can impact our future story
to the degree that we invest in our avodat
Hashem and see ourselves as part of the cos-
mic Oneness.

A story is told that Rav Elya Lopian zt”l was
asked to visit someone in Yerushalayim who
was known to predict the future. Rav Lopi-
an refused, stating that although right now
this person may know what will happen, if
one changes his course, then the outcome
changes as well. “Teshuvah
tefillah and tzedakah can offset
a terrible decree,” empowers
us to participate in the Divine
scheme.

Rav Yaakov Hillel strongly
discourages soliciting advice
from those who purport to tell
one’s future by reading palms,
mezuzot, or ketubot. He warns
against putting one’s faith in
segulot or kamayas that have
no basis in Torah Judaism. Human nature is
drawn toward a feeling of control—control of
one’s circumstances and control of one’s desti-
ny. Ironically, the only way to do this is by sur-
rendering this desire and relying completely
on Hashem and aligning oneself with His Will.

Other commentators find a different mes-
sage within this verse. Chazal teach us that
one who has what to eat today and is worried
about what he will eat tomorrow is of limit-
ed faith. This applies to spiritual aspirations
as well. If one dreams of building a Torah
institution or investing in a Torah project, he
should pursue it with the utmost confidence



that Hashem will help him achieve his vision
regardless of his present situation. This too, is
a manifestation of complete trust in Hashem,
that He will help those who act on His behalf.

“Tamim te’hiyeh” requires that we believe
Hashem is all powerful and can make any-
thing happen. It also teaches us that nothing
is “set in stone;” the more regulated we are
with Divine Oneness, the more we aim to
come close to Hashem, the more we can shift
the course of events. B

I'm Janet Arbiv, 78, a grandmother of four. | live
with chronic kidney failure and need dialysis
three times a week. A kidney donation is my only

way back to life. Can you help?

WHO CAN DONATE
Men aver the age of 27

Women who have finished having children

TALK TO JANET'S CHILDREN

OR VIA MATNAT CHAIM

kilya.org.il/personaltranplat/jant-arbiv

Scan for full info

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

MdY NI
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED REAL ESTATE
OPPORTUNITIES IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM
Ramot Bet
Corner cottage

5 Bedrooms

3 full bathrooms
For renovation
Great investment

5,350,000

JERUSALEM
e Mamilla - Legacy
e Garden
e 3 bedrooms
e Turn key
¢ Parking & storage
¢ High end finishes

Price on Request

NETANYA
e Park Hayam
¢ New building
e 135 sqm ¢ 4 bedrooms
¢ 4 bedrooms ¢ Large balcony
¢ Parking, gym & storage| ® Sunset views
e Sea view. Must sell e Outdoor kitchen

V3,800,000 5,350,000

BEIT SHEMESH
* Rothstein Heights
¢ Penthouse

JERUSALEM

e Presale

e Mekor Chaim

¢ New project

e 2,3 &4 bedrooms
EVENELG

¢ Excellent location

Price on Request

HERZLIYA
e Presale
¢ luxury new project
® 2, 3,4&5bedrooms
e Pool & gym in
complex
e Ready 2030

Price on Request

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Carmei Gat | Beit Shemesh

SWR +972-54-441-5704

m &5 KimBashRealEstate.com g3 =) g
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Democracy in a
Redeemed World

Parshat Shoftim portrays the political and
judicial infrastructure of life in Eretz Yisrael.
It describes a network of courts established
to adjudicate legal disputes and administer
justice. Alongside the conventional judicial
system, the Kohanim maintained their
own courts, presumably to oversee
matters relating to the purity of A§
the Mikdash and korbanot.

The Sanhedrin HaGedolah was
far more than our highest court
of judicial appeal. Especially
before Torah sheba’al peh was
committed to writing, it served
as the conduit through which the
masorah was transmitted. As the Ram-
bam writes in Hilchot Mamrim 1:1:
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Rav Abraham
Isaac Kook zt”1

“The Great Court in Jerusalem is the foun-
dation of the Oral Torah. They are the pillars
of halachic instruction, and from them law
and justice go forth to all Israel.”

Denying the authority of the Sanhedrin
_ threatened the integrity and legitima-
. cy of the Torah sheba’al peh. This is

-\ why a zaken mamre—a member
of the Sanhedrin who openly
defies its rulings—is punished

so severely. His rebellion is
more than a personal act of
dissent. By rejecting the author-
ity of the institution entrusted
with transmitting the masorah, he
undermines the foundation of Torah
shebe’al peh.
APPOINTING A KING

After establishing the judicial framework of
a Jewish state, the Torah turns to the institution
of monarchy. The Torah appears to command
the appointment of a king, and the Rambam
indeed counts this as a positive mitzvah (Sefer
HaMitzvot, Aseh 173; Hilchot Melachim 1:1).
Yet the Torah carefully circumscribes the
king’s authority. He may not marry too many
wives, acquire too many horses, or excessively
amass silver and gold. These limitations are
meant to preserve his humility despite the
immense power vested in him.




Yet when the time actually arrives to
appoint a king, Shmuel HaNavi is far less
enthusiastic. He warns that a king may abuse
his authority, conscript the nation’s children
for his own service, and seize their property
for personal gain:
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“He will take your sons and assign them to
his chariots and cavalry... He will take your
daughters... He will take your best fields, vine-
yards, and olive groves and give them to his
servants.” (I Samuel 8:11-14)

Hashem likewise expresses disappointment
with the people’s request:
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“Listen to the people... for it is not you
whom they have rejected, but Me they have
rejected from reigning over them.” (I Samuel
8:7-8)

Shmuel’s response casts a shadow over
what appears in Parshat Shoftim to be a
mitzvah.

Most famously, the Abarbanel disagrees
with the Rambam and based largely on the
account in Shmuel I argues that appointing
a king is not a mitzvah but merely a conces-
sion. The Torah is simply establishing the
legal framework should we choose to create
amonarchy.

Either way, Shmuel’s pessimistic prediction
proved all too accurate. The First Mikdash
period was marred by wayward kings who
embraced idolatry, persecuted the prophets,
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and murdered those who challenged their
authority. With only a handful of exceptions,
the monarchy was marked by corruption and
spiritual decline, ultimately leading to the
destruction of the First Mikdash.

The monarchy during the Second Temple
period fared little better. The Hasmonean
dynasty, despite its heroic beginnings, even-
tually became consumed by political rivalries,
dynastic struggles, and violence. The reign of
Alexander Yannai was especially turbulent,
culminating in a bloody civil war that claimed
thousands of Jewish lives. The history of Jew-
ish monarchy is therefore far from an unbro-
ken story of noble and righteous kings.

Nor was this pattern unique to Jewish his-
tory. Across much of human history, concen-
trating absolute power in the hands of a single
ruler repeatedly bred corruption, oppression,
and violence. Monarchs curtailed personal
liberties, waged wars for their own glory, and
diverted national wealth for personal ambi-
tion and luxury.

With the rise of democracy in the eighteenth
century, the political landscape changed dra-
matically. Power was no longer concentrated
in the hands of a single ruler, and the rights of
individuals were no longer dependent upon
the caprice of an absolute monarch. Democ-
racy promised a better world, one in which
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citizens would enjoy equal protection under
the law, choose their leaders through elections,
and preserve human dignity through constitu-
tional rights and personal freedoms. Though
democracy emerged from Western political
thought rather than Torah, it reflected a grow-
ing appreciation that every human being pos-
sesses inherent dignity because each person is
created b’tzelem Elokim.

Democracy also unleashed human creativi-
ty and initiative. Together with the rise of cap-
italism, it created unprecedented opportuni-
ties for people to develop their abilities, build
businesses, accumulate wealth, and improve
their standard of living. The resulting advanc-
es in science, technology, medicine, and indus-
try reshaped the modern world. Although
poverty has by no means disappeared, much
of the developed world has been spared the
chronic starvation and extreme deprivation
that plagued earlier centuries.

For the Jewish people, democracy trans-
formed Jewish life. For the first time in cen-
turies, we were granted freedom of worship
and permitted to practice our religion without
systematic discrimination or legal restriction.
Those freedoms enabled the remarkable
flourishing of Torah study, religious obser-
vance, and Jewish communal life.

Whether the Rambam or the Abarbanel
was correct, history appears to have vindicat-
ed the Abarbanel. Humanity in general, and
the Jewish people in particular, have fared far
better under democratic systems than under
monarchy.

DEMOCRACY AND REDEMPTION

This raises the broader question of how
we view democracy as we return to Jewish
sovereignty and begin the process of redemp-
tion. Now that we have reestablished a Jewish
state in our homeland, how should we regard
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democracy? We certainly do not view it as

the final stage of Jewish political history. Each

day we pray for the restoration of the Davidic

monarchy:
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How, then, should we understand the rise
of democracy within the unfolding process of
Jewish redemption?

First, we should welcome the fact that, at
this stage of history, we are able to build a
state founded upon fairness, equality, and
the rule of law. Rav Kook argued somewhat
provocatively, that our return to Eretz Yisrael
was delayed until humanity had developed a
form of government that more closely reflect-
ed the Torah’s ideals of ethical governance.
Had we returned a thousand years earlier, we
would almost certainly have restored a mon-
archy. Yet the prevailing models of monarchy
were so corrupt and abusive that we would
have struggled to build a Jewish state faithful
to the Torah’s moral vision.

Whether or not one fully accepts Rav Kook’s
historical thesis, his broader insight remains
compelling. History itself had to mature
before the process of redemption could
resume. It is profoundly meaningful that we
have been granted the opportunity to rebuild
a Jewish state upon principles of justice, fair-
ness, and equality.

We should cherish and value the democrat-
ic system, which has contributed so much to
human welfare and has benefited the Jewish
people so dramatically. We should appreciate
the opportunity to rebuild Jewish sovereignty
in a manner that upholds human dignity and
protects basic rights and freedoms.

A JEWISH STATE AND A DEMOCRATIC STATE

At the same time, democracy is not our
ultimate ideal. In recent decades we have



witnessed how political polarization can
paralyze democratic institutions and frac-
ture society. We have also seen the difficulty
democracies often face in preserving a coher-
ent national identity amid increasingly frag-
mented political cultures. Democracy remains
the finest system of government humanity has
developed thus far, but it is far from perfect.
As we continue rebuilding Jewish sovereignty,
we should cherish democracy and preserve it
carefully, while never allowing it to displace
the greater mission of building a Jewish state
that reflects Torah values.

Even if democracy had no shortcomings, it
would still not represent the culmination of
Jewish political destiny. As we rebuild Jew-
ish sovereignty, we should value democracy
deeply without mistaking it for our ultimate
political ideal.

We are often confronted with the question
of whether Israel should be a Jewish state
or a democratic state. In the overwhelming
majority of cases, these two values can be rec-
onciled. Yet our higher aspiration is to build
a Jewish state infused with Jewish spirituality
and, ultimately, religious purpose. Democra-
cy, fairness, and the rule of law are the means
through which we seek to achieve that goal,
but they are not the goal itself.

THE MONARCHY OF REDEMPTION

The problem was never monarchy itself. It
was entrusting unchecked political power to
ordinary human beings. Democracy succeeds
because it begins with a sober assessment
of human nature and therefore disperses
authority among multiple institutions. The
monarchy of the future will succeed for the
opposite reason. It will emerge in a redeemed
world transformed by the unmistakable pres-
ence of Hashem.

The restored Davidic king will not resemble

the corrupt monarchs of history. His author-
ity will be naturally restrained by his fear of
Heaven and by a world in which the Divine
Presence is manifest. Rather than directing
attention to himself, he will serve as the earth-
ly representative of Hashem’s kingship.
Judaism has never viewed politics as an
end in itself. Every political system is merely
a vessel through which Hashem’s presence
becomes more visible in human history.
Democracy protects the dignity of man
because every person is created b’tzelem
Elokim. The restored Davidic monarchy will
reveal something even greater—that political
authority itself exists only to reflect the king-
ship of Hashem.
TN N M NIND DP2 Y IND 92 Y A0 N
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Until that day arrives, democracy remains
the finest political system humanity has
devised. We should cherish it, protect it, and
strengthen it. Yet we also recognize that it is
not the culmination of Jewish political desti-
ny. It is the finest vessel history has yet pro-
duced for rebuilding Jewish sovereignty until
the world is ready for the perfect kingship of
Hashem.m

=T
RECLARING
REDEAPTION

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. lI: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Climbing the
Ladder of
Redemption

YESHAYAHU 51:12-52:12

What does it mean to wait for redemp-
tion? Is waiting an act of patience, or does it
demand something from us?

Our Haftorah offers consolation to a nation
that has endured exile and suffering. Hash-
em promises that the oppression will end, the
captives will be released, and Yerushalayim
will be restored. Yet embedded within these
promises is a striking series of commands:

7ivnn 77ivnn — Awaken, awaken.

MY Ny — Arise, arise.

70yn *WinNn — Shake yourself free from the
dust.

D7Y1P 2 1 — Rise and take your place,
Yerushalayim.

JINIX 7010 *NNoNn — Release the bonds
from your neck.

These phrases form a kind of ladder.

DREAM HOME

{(:2} INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
% REPAIRS

Q JERUSALEM&
SURROUNDING AREAS

@ ELECTRICAL
CARPENTRY

© AVRAHAM
058-7997833

@ PAINTING
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BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN
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INITIATIVE

Yerushalayim moves from sleep to wakeful-
ness, from the dust to an upright position, and
from captivity to freedom. Redemption is not
described as a single dramatic leap. It unfolds
step by step.

But the Malbim adds a profound dimension
to this progression. Earlier, in the previous
perek, the Jewish people cry out: *¥27 >py ny
"N Vi 1y, Awaken, awaken, arm of Hashem!
(Yeshayahu 51:9) We call upon Hashem to
awaken, to reveal His strength, and to inter-
vene in history. But in our Haftorah, Hashem
turns those very words back toward us: * 7y
1Y Y W22 Ny, Awaken, awaken; put on your
strength, O Zion. (Yeshayahu 52:1)

The Malbim explains Hashem’s response:
1910 9270 72,0 >Ny — “You awaken; the
matter depends upon you.” We ask Hashem
to awaken — and Hashem tells us to awak-
en. Hashem is, of course, the Redeemer. The
Haftorah repeatedly assures us that He will
comfort His people and restore Yerushalay-
im. But redemption does not leave us entirely
passive. Hashem’s promise calls for a human
response. We must awaken, shake off the
dust, rise, and release the bonds that hold us
back.

Each rung of the ladder requires move-
ment. First, we must awaken enough to rec-
ognize that change is possible. Then we must
shake off the accumulated weight of disap-
pointment, fear, and spiritual exhaustion. We
must rise from the ground and begin to loosen
the bonds that keep us tied to a galus identity.

These words are deeply familiar because
they became part of the song with which we



welcome Shabbos each week. Lecha Dodi does
not merely describe a future redemption. It
trains us to become ready for it. Every Friday
night, we rehearse the movements of the
Haftorah: awaken, shake off the dust, rise,
and free ourselves from what holds us down.
Before welcoming the Shabbos bride, we
remind ourselves that renewal requires both
Divine promise and human response. We do
not merely wait for Shabbos to transform us;
we prepare ourselves to receive it.

Perhaps this is also how we must wait for
redemption. We pray for Hashem to awaken
His strength, but we must be prepared to hear
His answer: nx >y — You awaken. Take the
next step. Loosen one bond. Shake off some of
the dust. Recover the strength that has always
been yours.

Redemption begins with Hashem’s promise,
but it advances when we begin to climb. B
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Lifted Up: The Deeper Meaning
of Morning Hand Washing

When the Kaliver Rebbetzin finally arrived
at Bergen-Belsen after the six-week-long, tor-
turous death march, she was barely alive. She
was starving, weak, feverish, and her hand
was badly infected from a terrible wound.
One morning, she was rationed a small cup
of black coffee. As she lifted the cup to her
lips, she suddenly thought, “What am I doing?
Is this going to be the last thing I do before
I meet my Creator?” She desperately wanted
to perform one more mitzvah before she died.

She hobbled over to an open window, held
the coffee in one hand, and used the other to
perform Negel Vasser (morning hand-wash-
ing), a mitzvah she had not been able to per-
form in months. As she washed her hands, she
thought, “Father in Heaven, I want to come
home to You as pure and untainted as You sent
me down here.” At that moment, something

Arthur Samuels, DPM

. PODIATRIST
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& America
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CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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incredible happened. She suddenly felt new
strength and energy flowing through her body.
Her infected hand began to heal, even though
she had no medicine, no doctor, and no way to
treat the wound. The Kaliver Rebbetzin knew
that she had been given another chance at life.

What was it about this particular mitzvah
that made it so meaningful to her? And what
is the deeper significance of Netilat Yadayim,
the washing of our hands each morning?

One of the first brachot we recite each
morning is Al Netilat Yadayim. As soon as
we wake up, we wash our hands and recite
this bracha before beginning our day. Often,
we may be half-asleep, stumbling over to the
sink without giving much thought to what we
are doing. But if we take a moment to under-
stand the deeper significance of this mitzvah,
perhaps we can transform this simple morn-
ing ritual into a meaningful reminder of our
purpose and carry that awareness with us
throughout the day.

The Rishonim offer two primary reasons
for this mitzvah.

The Rosh gives a practical, technical rea-
son. While we sleep, our hands may have
touched parts of the body that are normally
covered. Before we daven or engage in mat-
ters of kedushah, our hands must therefore
be washed. The Zohar adds that a ny1



(a “spirit of impurity”) rests upon a person’s
hands upon awakening, and Netilat Yadayim
serves to remove it.

The Rashba, however, offers a more phil-
osophical understanding. Every morning,
Hashem grants us the gift of renewed life.
We awaken as a nwTn i°72, a new creation.
Each day is a fresh opportunity to dedicate
ourselves to His service. Just as the Kohanim
washed their hands and feet each morning
before beginning the Avodah in the Beit
HaMikdash, we begin our own daily Avodah
by washing our hands and rededicating our-
selves to serving Hashem.

This idea is reflected even in the name of
the mitzvah. We recite the bracha n» 01 %y
D»7 rather than 0”7 n¥’n1 %y. The root of
the word netilah can be understood from
Sefer Yeshayahu (63:9): *1? 92 oXiy») nbv»)
02y — “Hashem lifted them up and carried
them all the days of the world.” The Navi uses
the word 0%v» to describe Hashem lifting
and elevating Klal Yisrael. Chazal
intentionally chose this same word

tools through which I act in this world. They
enable me to fulfill my mission as one created
DR YN, Please help me sanctify them.
Help me use them not to pursue my physical
desires, but to accomplish Your will.”

As Rav Pincus writes:

YOWN Y2 17PN Hapn AR N1 1T OwYn
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Everything we receive from Hashem is not
meant merely to satisfy our physical desires.
It is all intended to be elevated and dedicated
to His service.

Through Netilat Yadayim, we symboli-
cally remove Tumaah and everything that
distances us from Hashem. We lift up our
hands, and our entire lives, to Kedusha. As
Rav Pincus concludes: 027w 1% WX Y21 NNIXR
NWITRY D°D»W 12 YOXR - We, and everything
we possess, belong to Hashem and to a life of
Kedushah.

How fitting that this is the very first bracha
we recite each morning. Before we speak to

for the mitzvah of washing our
hands because its purpose is not
merely physical cleansing. Through
Netilat Yadayim, we symbolically
lift up our hands, dedicating them
to a higher purpose. Hashem ele-
vates us from a purely physical
existence to one of holiness and
mission, and we respond by ele-
vating our hands and all that they
accomplish to His service.

Rav Shimshon Pincus, in Nefesh
Shimshon, develops this idea beau-
tifully. He explains that the first
thing we say to Hashem each morn-
ing is, in essence: “Ribbono Shel
Olam, these hands are the central \ \—

(Al Netllat Yadayim

The Rashba teaches that each morning Hashem '_ \
gives us renewed life, we awaken as a gmn v,
with a fresh apportunity to serve Him. Just as the =
Kohanim began their daily Avodah by washing their
hands and feet, we begin our own daily Avedah with

Netilat Yadayim.

Rav Shimshon Pincus explains that our hands are

the tools through which we fulfill our mission as beings

created DK 043, By washing them each morning,
we dedicate them, and all that we do, to Hashem,

Al Netilat Yadayim is therefore more than 2 moming ritual,
it is a daily reminder to use our hands and our lives for Torah,
mitzvot, and bringing kedushah into the wodd,

}C Cut and paste into your siddur
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anyone else, before we begin our work or
our responsibilities, we pause to remind
ourselves why Hashem gave us these hands.
They are not merely instruments with which
to earn a living or care for our own needs.
They are the tools through which we build
Torah, perform mitzvot, help other people,
and bring kedushah into the world.

And perhaps this is what made that
moment so powerful for the Kaliver Rebbetz-
in. After months in which almost everything
had been taken from her — her freedom,
her possessions, her ability to live a normal
Jewish life — she suddenly had the opportu-
nity to perform one mitzvah. She lifted her
hands, washed them, and dedicated them
once again to Hashem.

Every morning, with the words n>01 Yy
D» 7, we are given that same opportunity. We
lift our hands, and with them, we recommit
our entire lives to the service of Hashem. m

Pinchus Klahr, MD |
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shaul. Jemsalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

e
Deservea Master's ‘75;4-[

A Sth-generation craftsman repairs, refurbishes, and polishes gold
and silver jewelry, Kiddush cups, and candlesticks.

DETAILS: SANTO 052-228-9627

HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
st B ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

winw anglo-saxon coil
JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
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ALIYAH INSPIRATION

This summer, thousands of Olim are
coming home. Follow along and celebrate
every arrival!

NBN ANSWERS

Available to answer your post Aliyah
questions and provide guidance by phone

e LA ion at *3680 or email at answers@nbn.org.il
—ecnnugnn

NBN JOB BOARD

Embrace a world of career possibilities
with NBN in Israel. Our dedicated Job
Board opens up a range of opportunities,
featuring 1000+ roles across 280+

companies in diverse industries.

ISRAEL CALENDAR

The NBN Israel Calendar is your go-to
place for finding English-speaking events
taking place all over the country.

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
ALIYAH PROGRAM (IMAP)

Nefesh B'Nefesh (and partners) is now
expanding its dedicated physicians
Aliyah track to include assisting doctors
worldwide through the process of having

their medical licenses recognized in Israel.

FIND OUT MORE AT NBEN.ORG.IL




WVO)Nefesh
VO)A B'Nefesh

NEFESH B'NEFESH CELEBRATES ITS

100,000th Oleh!

e T e

I

We applaud every Oleh who has chosen to build their life and legacy in
our homeland, leading the way for thousands more to follow.

100,000 Olim have put down roots, built families, and are thriving in Israel.
Their impact extends far beyond this extraordinary milestone.
They have built families and developed communities, and have grown to
become hundreds of thousands of Israeli citizens, strengthening Israel and
helping shape its future for generations to come.

PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL, ISAAC HERZOG

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

¥4} 7/7F /\ ‘ /
W, N7 THE |/
| ; M JEWISH AGENCY 17771

N7 FOR ISRAEL ]

JEWISH
NATIONAL
FUND

yyyyyy



RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Avot 1:10: Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot
The Magnificence of Work

“Shemayah says: Love work...”
(Avot 1:10)

Rashi explains that this mishnah emphasiz-
es the importance of earning one's livelihood
so that one does not become reliant on char-
ity. One should therefore never regard any
occupation as being "below one's dignity." The
value of self-sufficiency and independence is
held in the highest esteem by our sages.

Rav Kook, however, sees in this mishnah
a far deeper message. Work is not merely a
means of avoiding dependence on others.
More profoundly, pursuing a profession is an
integral part of discovering one's purpose in
life, developing one's character, and cultivat-
ing one's spiritual well-being.

The profound significance of productive

labor is reflected in one of the Talmud's most
remarkable statements:

"Greater is one who benefits from the toil of
his own hands than one who possesses fear of
Heaven (yirat Shamayim).” (Berachot 8a)

At first glance, this statement is astonishing.
How can the Talmud place such extraordi-
nary value on work, seemingly elevating it
above even fear of Heaven?

Rav Kook explains that part of the answer
lies in the concept of nehama d'kisufa (Arama-
ic: xo10T xnm), commonly translated as the
"Bread of Shame." This foundational idea in
Jewish philosophy and Kabbalah describes
the psychological and spiritual discomfort a
person experiences when receiving unearned
rewards or goodness without personal effort.

Human beings are created with an innate

desire to earn rather than merely

A RARE ( FER

OLD KATAMON

JERUSALEM

470..

Ruih Abrahami

L 054-8070677
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receive. We seek the dignity that comes
from personal accomplishment and
meaningful contribution. Therefore, Rav
Kook explains that the Talmud praises
the toil of one's own hands because a
person naturally aspires to be self-suf-
ficient rather than dependent upon
the charity of others, even when those
benefactors are fulfilling the heavenly
mitzvah of giving tzedakah. (Ein Ayah,
Berachot, piska 101.)



Yet Rav Kook sees an even deeper dimen-
sion to this teaching. In his classic work Ein
Ayah, he explains that the highest level a per-
son can attain is the sense of accomplishment
born from personal effort and achievement.
Through disciplined effort, one experiences the
satisfaction of self-actualization and the aspi-
ration to attain greater shelemut (wholeness).

Consistent effort and honest labor cultivate
self-respect and healthy self-esteem. More
importantly, meaningful work becomes one
of the primary avenues through which we
fulfill our potential and bring forth our best
selves. The essence of life lies in discovering
one's unique mission and striving faithfully
to fulfill it.

The benefits of meaningful work do not
remain confined to one's professional life.
A sense of accomplishment generates confi-
dence, optimism, and purpose that naturally
extend into other areas as well. The positive
energy created through productive labor
can deepen one's Torah study, enrich one's
prayer, and inspire greater dedication to acts
of kindness.

with the Creator in perfecting His world.
ELEVATING A STREET CLEANER

Rav Aryeh Levin was renowned for extend-
ing the utmost honor to every individual,
treating each person with exceptional dignity
and recognizing their intrinsic worth. It was
well known that the street cleaners of Jerusa-
lem, whom Rav Aryeh encountered each day
on his way to prayer, Torah study, and acts
of kindness, could always count on receiving
a warm greeting and a kind word from the
saintly rabbi.

After Rav Aryeh passed away, one of the
street cleaners who worked daily in the alley-
ways of his neighborhood was asked wheth-
er he had any memories of the "Tzaddik of
Yerushalayim."

He replied that he vividly remembered
Rav Aryeh warmly wishing him "Good morn-
ing" each day as he made his way to the
synagogue.

He was then asked whether anything
else about those encounters stood out in his
memory.

"There was one morning in particular," the

Fear of Heaven (yirat Shamay-
im) reflects a person's close rela-
tionship with God. Yet Rav Kook
cautions that genuine fear of
Heaven should never lead one to
become overly reliant upon divine
providence while neglecting the
personal effort required to earn a
livelihood and contribute produc-
tively to society.

Thus, "loving work" is far more
than practical advice. It is a pro-
found religious ideal. Through
our labor, we not only sustain ourselves with
dignity but also fulfill our God-given potential,
refine our character, and become partners

Ao
Rabbi Aryeh Levin zt”1

e

street cleaner recalled. "Rav
Aryeh approached me and said,
'My dear friend, Reb Yehudah,
I am envious of the important
work you do each day.'

"I replied, 'How could you
possibly be envious of me? You
are a learned rabbi, while I am
a simple street cleaner who
sweeps up garbage and empties
the bins each day.'

"Rav Aryeh stopped me and
explained exactly what he
meant. Tam not sure you appreciate your true
importance and merit. Trust me, your merits
are greater than mine. You are cleaning the
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sacred streets of Yerushalayim. You are helping
perfect God's world. With your own hands, you
make His creation cleaner and more beautiful.
I'am jealous of you!"

The street cleaner concluded with a moving
reflection:

"When Rav Aryeh walked away, I stood
there with my broom in one hand and my
garbage can in the other. I felt something in
my heart that I had never experienced before.
For the first time in my life, I felt proud of my
work, and, more importantly, proud of myself.
I felt dignified and worthy."

This touching story beautifully illustrates
Rav Aryeh Levin's profound wisdom. He
understood that every honest occupation pos-
sesses inherent dignity because every person
who labors faithfully contributes something
of lasting value to God's world.

In this sense, Rav Aryeh gave a living

expression to Rav Kook's teaching. To "love
work" is to recognize that our daily labor is
not merely a way to earn a living. It is one of
the primary ways we fulfill our unique mis-
sion, become partners with God in perfecting
His world, and transform ordinary work into
an act of sacred service. (Derech Avot, Stern-
berg, pp. 63-64.) 1

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm

CAPITIL
EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES IN JERUSALEM

Luxury Garden Apartmentin

Old Katamon
Old Katamon, Rabbi Halafta St

v 9,600,000

Luxury Penthouse Duplex
w/Large Balcony

Caspi Neighborhood, Caspi St

&2 5.5rooms

[J 170 sgm

CONTACT US: 053-822-4336 | BEN@CAPITIL.COM
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FINE HOMES ACROSS ISRAEL

4,280,000 NIS | | Coming Soon ‘- ' 7 200, 000 NIS D sau 000 NIS _

Ly

OLD KATAMON M. YEHUDA DEKEL, EFRAT ZAYIT, EFRAT

HaPalmach St HaEshkm St Halamed Hey St Pitom Haketoret St
3 bedrooms - 118 m?* 2 bedrooms - 59 m? 5 bedrooms - 360 m® & bedrooms *« 273 m?

~3 U P ﬂ &
Yﬂn Gabhay E Gﬁw N'lﬂ Bﬂkwlch CMlm Slwlma.n CMNE SlNefoQm Meir Rumteln M&Tﬂlm

QOLIM BUYER'S NOTE

Buying an additional property? Israeli banks cap morigage
financing at 50% — foreign buyers included, unless the
home in Israel is the only property they will own worldwide.

= | EISNERAMPER

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both
individuals and organizations - from family offices to investment funds,
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper
can support your growth and success.
contactisrael@eisneramper.com
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BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

mpest: in motion * e St

AUGUST 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 24, 25 @17:30" .

BLOOMFIELD GARDENS, JERUSALEM! | 052-5532521|[FREE'DONATION 40

"IWI 11 10229 W-ewensohn Raz & Co.

Il T 371 TIWn Law Dffices & Natary ‘t !

Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation

and Inheritances* Transactions Construction Projects Moshe Raz,
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

2 PREMIUM
MOVING '

PREMIUM MOVING
e

=],

MOVING - STORAGE - PREMIUM SERVICE

REWW  PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
W'  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il
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. . HEBRON FUND

AL “f Get the NEW 16 Month
‘& " "

LT R
ﬂrtzfsts Caém&r }

for 2026-2027

""’T

1 Tl S % YOUR
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FOR THE NEW YEAR!

» English-Hebrew
calendar

» Jewish holidays
& American and
Israeli important
dates

> Beautiful
Paintings from
3 Hebron Artists

» Supports

Hebron’s

IDF soldiers
& Jewish
community ‘

(limited supply) |

Donate to receive your
print & digital copies of the calendar.

For USA 501(c)3 donations visit For Israeli 46X donations visit
hebronfund.org hebron.org.il

Please forward your receipt and address
to info@hebronfund.org to get the English Calendar.

Hebronfund.org  718-677-6886 « info@hebronfund.org




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

W NYH
5”1 102N IPHR OV 12 PN’ PRND

CanlSet Up
the Guy I
Used to Date?

Naomi asks:

Hey, love your column! Weird question, but
how can I contact someone I dated to set him
up with a friend of mine? I feel so awkward,
but I think it can be a match!

Aleeza answers:

The good news, this situation is usually far
less awkward than we make it in our heads.

If you dated respectfully, and ended respect-
fully, there’s nothing strange about reaching
out. In fact, I'd consider it a compliment. You're
essentially saying, “I don’t think we’re the right
match, but I think highly enough of you that I'd
introduce you to someone I care about.”

That’s a wonderful message to send.

HILLEL KRIEF

—YOURLOCAL—

CARMEI GAT

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Living in Carmei Gat and helping families with

7\ 1= A’

BUYING& | RENTALS | PREMOVE-IN | PROPERTY
SELLING ASSISTANCE  MANAGEMENT

wh

© +97258 609 5129
A @ beithillelhomes.com
e ___ .
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If you're still feeling awkward, here are five
ways to make it easier.

1. REMEMBER THAT YOU'RE
OFFERING, NOT IMPOSING.

You’re not asking him to marry your friend.
You’re simply asking whether he’d be open to
hearing about someone you think could be a
good fit. One introduction. That’s all.

2. KEEP THE MESSAGE SHORT.

Don’t over-explain or apologize for reach-
ing out. A simple message works best: “Hi! I
know this is a little unexpected, but someone
came to mind that I think you might really
enjoy meeting. If you’re open, I'd love to tell
you about her.” That’s it.

3. LEAVE THE PAST IN THE PAST.

There’s no need to revisit your dating his-
tory together or explain why the two of you
didn’t work out. The conversation isn’t about
your relationship. It’s about a possible new
one.

4. CHECK YOUR MOTIVATION.

Ask yourself whether you’re making the
suggestion because you genuinely see com-
patibility or because you’re trying to resolve
unfinished feelings. If your only goal is to help
two good people meet, you're on solid ground.
5. ACCEPT THAT “NO”

IS A PERFECTLY GOOD ANSWER.

He may say yes. He may say no. He may
already be dating someone. None of those
responses make your outreach embarrassing.
You offered an opportunity with kindness,
and that’s something to feel good about.

One of the things I love most about match-
making is that it reminds us dating isn’t just



about finding our person. It’s about building a
community where introductions are normal,
and people are looking out for one another.

So if your instinct is telling you they’d make
a good match, embrace the awkwardness.
Some of the best relationships begin because
someone was willing to send one slightly
uncomfortable text.

May Hashem give you the courage to make
thoughtful introductions, and the joy of seeing
your kindness become the beginning of some-
one’s love story.

Blessings,

Aleeza.m

Ny
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EF[E en.shagririm.org.il
E 3 0585323242

Mg ) 'lCT MIZRACHI

——

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

b/\ Flying Soon? o
Travel with Confidence (==,"AJ
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

QC/Z’;JM Pmlacrljcs Ied.

For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 Halzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

* STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
* FAST DELIVERY

N

€ OLDEES —

info@foldees.co.il __f\
Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181 g
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G L EROSH AL AY MY

NOW, SEE HERE, BENTZI'S CAT! YOU CAN'T KEEP
CLIMBING UF THIS TREE AND GETTING 5TUCK BY
MY WIKDOW! 1'M IN THE MDDLE OF
A CONFERENCE CALL, AND YOUR PATHETIC MEWING

Netanel Epstein

LOOK, GO AWAY! | CANT DO
ANYTHING WITH YOUR MEWLING
IN THE BACKGROUND! GO!

YES, | REMASE YOU'RE STUCK...
A JUMP INTD MY ARMS....

15 HEURIATINGLY DASTRACTINGY

NO! SHOD! 60 AWAY!!

NOT... HOT YOU,
MISTER INVERSTOR,

PLEASE EXCUSE ME FOR A MOMENT,

| MEAN...

GENTLEMEN...

OH, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE...
CLIME DKTO THIS BRODM,

DON'T JUST LIE THERE, MEWLING...

00 SOMETHING!

URGH... COME O,
COME ON...

SLOWLY...
SLOWLY...




OF COURSE I'M SURE! - sruut - AN
ARMY MAY KOT - gt - CHOP DOWN
FRUIT TREES TO BUILD - grunr -A SEIGE

ARDUND AH ENEMY TOWN, BUT..!

THAT'S ONLY IF THERE ARE MON-FRUIT Y
TREES AROUND' IF THERE ARE OWLY
FRUIT TREES, OF COURSE THEY MAY BE
UISED FOR THE GREATER GOOD!

ALL THE MORE S0 IF A TREE CAUSES
DAMAGE... LIKE RUINING A BUILDING'S
INFASTRUCTURE... OR... DRAWS PESTS TO

THE PLACE! ESPECVALLY PATHETICLY
MEWLING ONES THAT ARE mrumnnniy
DISTRALTING!

WELL, OF COURSE 1 KNOW THE
RAMBANS TAKE ON THE MATTER!

|
HE SAYS THAT ARMIES OFTEN DESTROY
ANYTHING IN THEIR PATHS WOT FOR ANY
BEWEFAT, BUT YUST T0 SHOW OFF THEIR
STREKGTH, TO DEMORALISE THE ENEMY!
AND THAT'S FORBIDDEN BECAUSE..

YES... BECAUSE WE OUGHT TO
TRUST IN G-D THAT HE'LL HELP
US WIN THE WAR, WITHOUT LS

STOOPING TO THE LOWLINESS

OF WRECKING GOOD THINGS FOR

\__ HO REASOM...

0... S0 YOU'RE IMPLYING THAT )
MY AWGER 15 ACTUALLY LIKE A
DESTRUCTIVE ARMY? 4
FORCEFULLY PLOUGHING MY WAY
THROUGH ANYTHING IN MY PATH, A
INSTEAD OF...

... TRUSTING THE ALMIGHTY THAT HE'S GOT
EVERYTHING UNDER CONTROL... AND THERE'S O
HEED TO BLOW MY TOP...

LET'S G0 INSIDE....

COME ON, (LIMB
ON MY BACK...

WELL, CAT. I'VE HEARD BENTII
SAY OFTEN THAT YOU HAVE THE
INTELLECT OF A TEA-TOWEL, BUT...

| MEAN, YES, IT'S QUITE AN IMPORTANT
CALL, BUT IT'5 NOT WORTH LOSING A FRUIT-
TREE FOR, OR EVEN MY TEMPER...

HELP! GET ME
DOWM! I'M STUCK!

WILL WHOEVER'S RUNNING THIS 100M
MEETING KINDLY DO SOMETHING ABOUT
THAT PATHETIC MEWLING COMING FROM
THE WINDOW BEHIND YOU?

175 INFURIATINGLY DISTRACTIN



TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

ELI & TEHILLA CRAIMER
MODI'IN CHAPTER DIRECTORS

THE POWER OF INFLUENCE

In this week’s parsha, n'ooiw nwno , Hashem
commands Bnei Yisrael to destroy every sin-
gle evil influence from other nations in order
to prevent Y& 12 from adopting their sinful
actions and behaviors.

The importance of removing evil influences
on Bnei Yisrael is stated clearly in the pasuk
DAY 5252 Nivy? DINX 1T N7 WX N7

:DYPYN N DORON) DIPTONRY WY WK

Why does Hashem require complete
destruction? Why can’t Bnei Yisrael live
beside them, each with their own beliefs and
practices?

The Ramban states that even one 721y
11 NMay living amongst them can influence
the entire nation.

We learn from this just how powerful the
people around us are. We can strive to do all
the right things, but even a single negative
influence in our environment can affect us

NCSY ISRAEL

more than we realize.

The Ramchal, in Mesillat Yesharim, explains
this idea of mw>19 in depth. The thought that
we can be surrounded by a certain atmo-
sphere and not become part of that atmo-
sphere is false. Often, the desires we have in
life are a result of being surrounded by those
things exactly.

Hashem is telling Bnei Yisrael to be very
careful about who they allow to be their
neighbors.

Today, most of us aren’t surrounded by
N7 N1y, but we are surrounded by influ-
ences every single day. The friends we spend
time with, the videos we watch, the music we
listen to, and the people we choose to admire
all shape the people we become. We often
think we’re strong enough not to be affected,
but this commandment reminds us that our
environment has an incredible impact on us,
whether we realize it or not.

Our ultimate goal should be to surround our-
selves with people who impact and uplift our
lives, who push us to be kinder, more honest,
and more connected to Torah and mitzvot.

ﬁ*‘ Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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DANYA FRIEDMAN
10™ GRADE, EFRAT
CHAI GIRLS PARTICIPANT

JUDGES AND OFFICERS

At the beginning of Parshat Shoftim, the
Torah says:

PWW $3197 1NN DIV DO - “You shall
appoint judges and officers for yourself in all
your gates”

At first, this command brings up a question.
If we already have judges who decide what is
right and wrong, why does the Torah need to
add another role? What can officers contrib-
ute that judges cannot?

Rashi explains that the officers were respon-
sible for carrying out the decisions of the judg-
es. The judges determined the ruling, while the
officers made sure that it was followed.

This teaches us a deeper idea about justice.

A correct decision is important, but it is only
the beginning. Justice cannot remain only as
an idea; it needs people who are willing to
take responsibility and make sure it happens.

The Torah’s message goes beyond the role
of judges and officers. A community does not
become better just because people know what
is right. It improves when people are willing
to stand behind those values and act on them.

The same idea applies to each of us. Many
times, we know the right thing to do, but the
challenge is following through. The Torah
reminds us that having good values is import-
ant, but turning them into actions is what
allows those values to truly make an impact.

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

Israel

Home

Katamon

San Sirmon

';*c 5
*LAST *
4 unITS
FOR SALE

® 2 &4 bedrooms
® Penthouse
® High-end specs
® Parking+storage

® Succah

Flease contact
Yael

© 050-4401004

GOLD

GOLD | REAL ESTATE

Boutique building
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY!
' Aminadav - across the street from the first station

FOR SALE

©® 1-2 bedroom units

® Walking distance
to Kotel

FOR RENT

® 2-3 bedrooms
for long term

Flease contact

Eliezer

® 050-5258080
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I,.th GroupBuy
M Investments

When unity creates opportunity

INTERESTED

JERUSALEM‘?

| GroupBuy Investments
has secured an exclusive
opportunity for just

10 buyers.

| #%2 ONLY 6 SPOTS AVAILABLE! |

APARTMENTS STARTING FROM

33,000

SHEKELS PER SQUARE METER

15% DISCOUNT

FROM ANYTHING IN THE AREA

Prime Location
o In Arnona,

right next to Baka

& the German Calany

Luxury Apartments
EE[ with High-End Finishes

Spacious, modern living

with premium specifications

Shul in the Complex
Thare is a shul that will be
buwilt in the complex of the
project for the residents
'ﬂ"l' State-of-the-Art Gym
A fully equipped gym
axclusively for residents

ey L8 ) £

EXCLUSIVE GROUP BUYING BETTER DEALS SMARTER WAY
OPPORTUNITY ADVANTAGE BETTER TERMS TO INVEST
SCAN HERE SCAN HERE
FOR MORE TO FOLLOW OUR
INFORMATION INSTAGRAM PAGE

Gat free real estate
v tips every week

on this exclusive
v dealin Jerusalem

CONTACT US:
CHAIM KESSELMAN GABRIEL SCHICKMAN
+972-50-283-8683 +972-52-374-2380

W HEHN UHITY CREATES OPFPPFPORTUMNITY




ACADEMY
HOUSE TALBIYA

230SQM+ONONELEVEL

@ Ee%'wwag E@%bog@mt(/a/é E%/?e%()@/b&e
2% Z%w H @a/%lf @% T@%{,W

S v Ea £k

Bedrooms Bathrooms Garage Space Swimming Pool

OVERVIEW

230 sgm+ on one level,
this elegant 5-room apartment offers
3 bedroom en-suites, including
a double-sized primary suite,
plus a family room / study
SWIMMINGPOOL that may serve as d 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining areaq,
N floor-to-ceiling windows, green
e i PR views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
T gl 2 parking spaces,
storage rooms and full accessibility.
24/7 concierge, swimming pool,
gym, tenants room, security , Miklat

OVERSIZED MASTERBR SUCCAHBALCONY

EXCLUSIVE LISTING BY DOV EHRMAN

Q 972-54-451-3049 () dovehrmani@yahoocom ®© Jerusalem.Israel




EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING
The New Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

Scan for more

Whether you choose a cozy one-bedroom just for you,
or a sprawling 2,700 sq ft Villa in the sky, your VIDA memories will last forever.

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea

ASDEN

IS R A E L

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

O] +‘I-917 697 3233 @ WWW. V|datowers com [J +972-58-500-5086




