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Torah Tidbits is proud to share a
photo each week on the cover
from our readers!

It is an honor to showcase the
immense talent from across
the country.

Send us your best photos
and give us the opportunity
to highlight your story.

Everyone is invited to submit!
(amateurs and professionals alike)
Please email to aarong@ouisrael.org

COVER PHOTO Photographed by llene Cahan

_ | made Aliyah in 2004 from Baltimore to Modi'in. This photo was taken at

Kibbutz Nachshon in May 2026. This photo gives me a feeling of endless hope

and smiley faces (and plentiful garinim (sunflower seeds) for those who might

< worry that there won't be enough to go around. This incredible field filled with

sunflowers gave me such hakarat hatov for Hashem to grant us and our land
such abundant blessings. | love nature and photography.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim  7:00 6:11 8:16 6:55 6:06 8:09
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal)  7:18 6:13 8:18 7:12 6:08 8:11

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:19 6:12 8:17 7:14 6:07 8:10
Gush Etzion 7:16 6:11 8:16 7:10 6:06 8:09
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba = 7:18  6:13 8:18 7:12 6:08 8:12
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:17 6:12 8:17 7:11 6:07 8:10
Netanya 7:19 6:13 8:19 7:13 6:08 8:12
Be'er Sheva 7:17 6:12 8:16 7:11 6:07 8:10
Rehovot 7:18 6:13 8:18 7:12 6:08 8:11
Petach Tikva 7:00 6:13 8:18 6:55 6:08 8:11
Ginot Shomron 7:17 6:12 8:17 7:11 6:07 8:11
Haifa / Zichron 7:09 6:13 8:20 7:03 6:09 8:13
Gush Shiloh 7:16 6:11 8:16 7:10 6:06 8:10
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:18 6:13 8:18 7:12 6:08 8:12
Givat Zeev 7:21 6:11 8:16 7:15 6:06 8:10
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:16 6:11 8:16 7:10 6:06 8:09
Ashkelon 7:18 6:13 8:18 7:13 6:09 8:12
Yad Binyamin 7:18 6:12 8:18 7:12 6:08 8:11
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 7:11 6:11 8:18 7:05 6:06 8:11
Golan 7:16 6:11 8:17 7:10 6:06 8:10
Nahariya/Maalot 7:09 6:13 8:19 7:02 6:08 8:13
Afula 7:17 6:12 8:18 7:11 6:07 8:11

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Eikev - 8:53 PM e Re'eh - 8:47 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 93
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Walk into a shul almost anywhere in the
world and look above the aron where the
Torah scrolls are stored. Somewhere there,
or sometimes stitched into the aron’s curtain
itself, is a verse that in some way represents
the shul and the community. I always find this
so fascinating. Sometimes it’s one that was
argued over, voted upon, and decided. Some-
times it was simply inherited from founders
long gone. But what is written there is what
that community wants to have before it every
time it rises to be present before Hashem
every day.

Because I am constantly visiting shuls
around Israel and North America, I notice
these choices, and to a certain degree they tell
me something about where I am standing.
The shul my family went to in Har Nof when I
was growing up had one that has stayed with
me for years: “Hashkifa mimeon kodshecha
min hashamayim uvarech et amcha et Yisrael
- Look down from Your holy dwelling in heav-
en and bless Your people Israel.” It is a verse
bound up with the Land of Israel, as the Torah

WE REMEMBER

18" of Menachem Av
(Shabbat, Aug. I*
- the actual day this year)
is the anniversary of the

1929 CHEVRON MASSACRE
in which 67 Jews were Killed,
including 24 Chevron
Yeshiva students

DNT O ’'N
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makes clear: the verse ends with “eretz zevat
chalav wdevash - it is a land flowing with milk
and honey” (Devarim 26:15). We will not read
those words for a few more weeks, in Parshat
Ki Tavo. But a very similar idea occurs in this
week’s parsha, where the Land of Israel is
described as a Land that HaKadosh Baruch
Hu constantly seeks out, for “einei Hashem
Elokecha bah - His eyes are upon it” (Devarim
11:12).

The imagery of HaKadosh Baruch Hu
looking toward us in the Land is an import-
ant theme. Years ago at an NCSY Shabbaton,
Rabbi Steven Burg, then the regional director
of West Coast NCSY, was trying to convey to
a room of teenagers how special the divrei
Torah and the singing of that particular
Shabbaton really were. He offered an image I
have borrowed many times since: HaKadosh
Baruch Hu sitting with a map of the world
spread out before Him, watching for the
places where a point of kedusha, of holiness
and goodness, suddenly lights up. He told that
crowd of NCSYers that surely the map was
pointing right there, at that place. It was such
an amazing image for them (and me!) to hear.
And it came with a call for action: how can we
make that map light up more?

This is something I always think about
around every Tisha B’Av, the time of my Bub-
by’s Yahrtzeit — Chana Ita bat Reb Moshe
HalLevi a"h passed away twenty-one years
ago on Tisha B’Av, and on the Yahrtzeit of each
of my four grandparents, I try to pack in as
many mitzvot and as much good as one day
can hold in their memory.



This year that effort had a great deal of com-
pany. All through the fast, message after mes-
sage arrived about OU Israel’s Tisha B’Av film,
Beit HaMikdash: In the Making, which I had
the privilege of preparing together with our
OU Israel team and the amazing Jen Airley.
We released it for Tisha B’Av, though in truth
it belongs to every day of the year, and it has
already passed 73, 000 views. The responses
came from Hebrew-speaking Israelis, from
English-speaking Israelis and from our broth-
ers and sisters across the world, and so many
said the same thing: they had no idea how
much is already underway to show HaKadosh
Baruch Hu that we want the Beit HaMikdash
now.

So I sat through Tisha B’Av thinking, Ribono
Shel Olam, another light is going on, and this
one is on the internet. Are You seeing how
many Jews around the world are pining for
the Beit HaMikdash? On my Bubby’s Yahrtzeit
of all days, I could not have asked for a better
way to honor her.

Then came the final hour of the fast at the
Kotel, sitting on the ground among an endless
stream of NCSY summer program partici-
pants, among olim, among men who learned
beside me in yeshiva and now come in from
Raanana, Beit Shemesh, Modiin and Yerusha-
layim. Teenagers, advisors and counselors
singing together to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
Over a hundred thousand passed through
that plaza over the fast. It remains a highlight
of my year.

Joining us, as he does every year, was the
mayor of Yerushalayim, Moshe Lion, together
with NCSY International Director Rabbi Micah
Greenland, OU Executive Vice President and
COO Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph, OU President
Mitchel Aeder, Elliot Tanzman, Director of
NCSY Summer, Rav Zvi Sobolofsky, Rabbi

Yisroel Kaminetsky, and Rabbi Moshe Beno-
vitz, who leads NCSY Kollel.

One difference from last year was impossi-
ble to miss. Last year we sat with parents of
hostages still held in Gaza and sang Acheinu:

In loving memory of our dear
Mother and Grandmother
who we miss every day

JULIA KAHAN ah

On her 19" Yartzeit - ax onan X2

Le’iluy nishmat
(MIRI9Y) 7Y INON
ry AW 0PN N2

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in her merit.

Channie Kahan,
Elisheva Kahan Ledee,
Yonatan Ledee,
Yitzchak Ledee & Zev Ledee
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“Our brothers, the whole house of Israel,
who are in distress and captivity, on sea or
on land, may Hashem have mercy upon them
and bring them out from narrowness to relief;
from darkness to light, from subjugation to
redemption, swiftly, soon, and in our days.”

Last year when I shouted those last words, I
meant them as urgently as I have ever meant
anything.

This year all of them are home, some to
their families and some to kever Yisrael. They
have carried more than anyone should, and
they are rebuilding themselves and their fam-
ilies. Singing Acheinu this year was an entirely
different experience, one filled with apprecia-
tion and hope for a better future.

And in this Land, the one His eyes are upon,
the chizuk just keeps coming. Close to 2, 000
NCSYers are here this summer, along with
the JLIC students and the Yad B’Yad partici-
pants from Yachad, traveling the country and
drawing strength from it. Having summer
program participants at our home for Shabbat
and hearing what these weeks have done for
them gives every one of us what we need to
keep going.

Another point of kedusha on the map, and
another, and another. B’ezrat Hashem, He is
watching every one of them light up; let's light
as many as possible!

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

Vo

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Dror Baktana Welcomes

the Next Generation

of Camp Dror

This summer, Camp Dror proudly launched MNow completing its inaugural week, Dror Baktana
Dror Baktana, an exciting new program gives first-time campers the opportunity to enjoy
designed especially for children entering the highlights of Camp Dror in a format perfectly
fourth grade who are experiencing overnight suited to their age and readiness. The program
camp for the very first time. While allows children to experience the excitement,
Camp Dror's flagship thr ee-week session friendships, activities, and spirit of camp while
serves campers entering grades 5-10 giving parents the opportunity to see whether
from July 9-30, Dror Baktana offers their child is ready for the full three-week Camp
YOUNger cCampers a unique one-week Dror experience the following summer. For many
introduction to the Camp Dror experience. families, Dror Baktana serves as the perfect

“first taste” of overnight camp.

The program opened with a full girls’ bunk at the Hodayot campus. Campers arrived on
Sunday, immersed themselves in the vibrant Camp Dror atmosphere throughout the week,
and return home on Thursday alongside the rest of the camp community.

We are thrilled with this new initiative and look forward to welcoming these young
campers back next summer as full Camp Dror participants. Dror Baktana is more
than a new program=—it is the beginning of the next generation of the Camp Dror family.

B A 22 & O

A HOME AWAY UNFORGETTABLE BUILDING A TASTE OF JOINING THE
FROM HOME EXPERIEMCES CONFIDENCE CAMP DROR DROR FAMILY
A safe, caring Enciting acthvities, Encouraging growth, The perfect ong-week Tha first step toward
ervwironment whiere nature, sports, and independence, and intreduction to help a summer of growth,
every camper feels mew frierdships self-confidence in a campers. and parents connection, and
part of the family. avery single day suppertive setting feel at homa. lasting memories.

EACH WEEK, WE SHARE ONE OU ISRAEL INITIATIVE EMPOWE G LIVES AND COMMUNITIES
IN OUR HOMELAND, SUPPORTING ENGLISH-SPEAKING OLIM IN THEIR KLITA AND SUPPORTING
ISRAEL'S MOST VULNERABLE TEENS TO REBUILD TRUST, CONFIDENCE, AND A FUTURE.
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For a FREE DEMO Call
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life changing solutions
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of sea view properties to buy
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areas... but they are
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Shopping Center
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT EIKEV

Moshe’s long soliloquy that is the book of
Devarim has a deliberate structure.

The first 3 parshiot, including our parshat
Eikev, are prose. He speaks with the people.
The next 3 parshiot are mitzvot; hundreds of
mitzvot that are the constitution, the princi-
Pples of how to create a unique, model society
in the Land of Israel. And the last 5 are a gaze
into the future.

In these first 3 parshiot, Moshe is preparing
the people to enter the Land — without him
as leader. He is nervous about what could go
wrong. And he tackles these one by one.

Last week he gave a glorious foundation to
the entire Jewish project; Mt. Sinai. Sinai was
an intimate moment of G-d Reaching for you,

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of
and nnwi ">yY

RUTH SANDRA
FRANKS a”h

vy 119°2) APY N2 NIWYW NI
On her ﬁrst Yahrzeit, 21% Av

Deeply missed by her
husband Morley,
sons Adam and James,
daughters-in-law Sara and Shoshana,
brother Brian,
sister-in-law Barbara,
grandchildren and wider family
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Speaking directly with you. That has never
been in human history. G-d Has initiated a
unique covenant, a unique intimate relation-
ship with you. How could you possibly betray
Him after that? And run to idols? I know you
will be exposed to, attracted to idols in the
Land. But they are not for you. You have a
covenant, a bond of love between you and
Him.

Our parsha tackles different challenges;
challenges of riches and success. Blessing will
bring its own challenge. Fear of the nations
will be a challenge. Success in conquering the
Land, a different challenge.

After addressing these challenges, Moshe
rhetorically asks: what is it that G-d wants
from you? He wants you to love Him, to cleave
to Him, to be absorbed with Him. This section
is Moshe sharing his innermost feelings. It is
the most emotive and personal section of the
entire Torah.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (DEVARIM 7:12-8:10)
k" On the heels of you keeping the
mitzvot, G-d will keep His cove-
nant with you. And love you. You will enjoy
success: economic, health, military. Should
you fear the nations in the Land, wondering
how you will prevail over them, remember
what G-d did in Egypt. The signs, the won-
ders, the outstretched arm. He will do sim-
ilar to these nations. When you enter the
Land, remember the manna in the desert.
G-d relieved your hunger through manna, to
teach you that bread comes from Him. Now
when you enter the Land, it will be different:
streams and springs, wheat, barley, grapes,



figs, pomegranates, olive oil and dates. You
will eat and be satisfied and bless G-d for all
this bounty.

In the long list of concerns Moshe knows
the people are feeling, the impending war to
conquer the Land comes first. Moshe draws
on history to address this concern; remember
Egypt. They were more powerful. But G-d
intervened with plagues and wonders. You
need not fear.

Bounty in the Land is a concern. Blessing is
a double-edged sword. On the one hand, G-d
says, I want to provide for you, to bless you. I
will bless you: your food will grow on trees.
The Land will produce wild wheat and barley.
It all grows naturally. But you will naturally
conclude, Who needs Him? Remember the
manna and Who provides. That manna was
a lesson that He provides.

Do not let bounty muscle G-d out; it is still
He Who provides. We, this generation of fabu-
lous wealth know all too well how the success
of the modern Jew has left little room for the
Divine.

"/‘ 2ND ALIYA (8:11-9:3)
K" Be mindful amidst all your suc-

cess that you not forget its Source.
Even after He has led you all these years, you
are apt to say “all this success is my doing”.
Remember: He is the One Who gives you this
success, as an expression of the covenant he
made with you. If you forget Him, He will
vanquish you. As you vanquish nations in the
Land, so too will it be with you, on the heels of
your ignoring Him. Great nations await you;
fortified cities, strong people. Know that He
will champion your cause and they will be
overcome by you.

Material success squeezes G-d out of our
lives. And so too national success, both mil-
itary prowess and economic success can

squeeze Him out too. We will assume that the
architect of our success is me. We will think
that we are simply stronger, smarter and
more capable than the other nations.

’v‘ 3RD ALIYA (9:4-29)
'/k\O} Do not assume your displace-

ment of the nations is due to your
righteousness and their folly. It is rather due
to their failing and G-d’s covenant to you.
Remember: you have a long history of your
own folly. At Horeb: I ascended the mountain
to get the tablets, Divinely inscribed with all
He spoke at Sinai, for 40 days. But He ordered
me to descend for you had made an idol. With
the tablets in hand, I descended, shattering
them upon seeing the golden calf. I ascended
again to plead for you. And there were other
moments of folly. But I pleaded, appealing to
the covenant, that you are His people.

Our success in defeating the people of the
Land will bring hubris. We are a superior peo-
ple to these nations. Well, says Moshe, let me
remind you. Remember the golden calf, your
terrible moment of folly. Don’t delude your-
self, thinking yourself infallible, indestructi-
ble. Remember our history. Learn from it. You
failed with the golden calf.

In loving memory of our dear
Mother, Grandmother
& Great Grandmother

ANNA BEER a”h
197 APy NA RV PN
7y 02993 11°D)

on her 10" Yahrtzeit - ax onan’s

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in her merit

Cooki & Howie Maisel, Efrat
Lenny & Penny Beer, Cleveland
Esther Sarah Carroll, Norfolk
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You survived due to G-d’s loyalty to His cov-
enant with you. Moshe has emphasized this
covenant over and over. He took you out of
Egypt because of his promise, His covenant
with our forefathers. He created an enhanced
covenant at Sinai, an intimate one, that we
will be His treasured people.

He champions our cause. He is the source
of our success. But don’t let it go to your head.
You suffer foibles like all others. Bad mistakes.
However, He does not give up on you. Because
of that covenant.

Moshe will get to our part of the covenant
soon. But if we were to search for Moshe’s
interpretation of the ways of G-d, it would
easily be reduced to one thing: He Made a cov-
enant with you. He committed Himself, bound
Himself. The essence of Judaism is this bond;
He to us, us to Him.

’}‘ 4TH ALIYA (10:1-11)
'/k\‘} G-d said to me: chisel 2 stone tab-

lets to replace the first and make an
Aron for them. A second set as the first was
made and put in the Aron. I descended with
the Aron. The Leviim shall be G-d’s servants;
they bore the Aron. I implored successfully for
you not to be destroyed. G-d said: go up and
take the Land I promised to your forefathers.

While Moshe told the people the story of the
golden calf in order to temper their feelings
of superiority, here, in describing the second
set of tablets, he is addressing a different
concern. Well, what if we enter the Land and
we are rotten again? Will we then forfeit the
Land, will we fail and be rejected?

No, Moshe says. Remember, we received a
new set of tablets. We were completely forgiv-
en, wholly reconciled with G-d. As if to say:
you are not a perfect nation. You have failed
and you will in the future too. But despair
not. If G-d forgave the golden calf - and that
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was bad, really bad, then obviously His com-
mitment to you is more powerful than your
failures.

"/" 5TH ALIYA (10:12-11:9)
K’) Now, what really does G-d want

of you? Only this: fear Him, walk in
His ways, love and serve Him and keep all He
commands of you. His is the universe, yet He
chose to love your forefathers. So, circumcise
your heart and quit stiffening your neck. Fear,
serve, cleave to Him. He is your G-d. As you
yourself have seen: you descended to Egypt with
70 souls, all the wonders He wrought, the defeat
of Egypt’s might at the sea, the desert, the earth
swallowing the rebellious ones in the Korah
rebellion. You have seen all this; hence, keep the
mitzvot to prolong your stay on the Land.

These 20 verses are very difficult to summa-
rize, as they are so stunningly beautiful. This
is Moshe with his hair down. It is like he leans
a bit closer, elbows on the table, and confides:
listen, really, what does G-d want? I have been
talking about how He relates to you. Now,
what about you. What does he want of you?

One would think maybe a one word, one
phrase answer. Like: loyalty. Or walk humbly
with Him. Or truth.

Moshe’s answer is not what to do but how
to feel. Moshe answers: you know what G-d
wants? He wants emotion, aspiration, feel-
ings, sensitivity. He wants your deepest being
to want Him, love Him, cleave to Him. Drop
the inhibitions, the distractions, the fluff of
life and give your deepest self to Him. What a
phrase: circumcise your heart, quit stiffening
your neck. Meaning, give Me your true heart,
don’t be stubborn.

This aliya ranks up there with the most
powerful of the Torah. For Moshe baits us
with a simple question: after all, what does
G-d want? And in his answer, shares with us



his deepest feelings, a most profound answer:
He wants you all in, to want Him, love Him,
be preoccupied with Him. Hold nothing back.

”/“ 6TH ALIYA (11:10-21)
’/k\O} The Land of Israel is not like

Egypt: Egypt is fertile, with an
abundance of water. Israel relies on the rain
from the heavens; hence G-d gazes upon the
land the entire year. (2nd paragraph of She-
ma) And if you will keep the mitzvot and love
G-d with all your heart, then there will be
rain. If you sway from this and serve other
gods, then there will be no rain, nor will the
crops grow. Be cognizant of this all the time,
speaking of it with your children and in all
you do. As this love of G-d will prolong your
success in the Land.

This is a new twist on the theme of lov-
ing G-d. Not only will your military success
depend on your love of G-d. But the rain too.
And you’ll need rain; not like Egypt.

It’s almost like G-d is saying: I am bringing
you to the promised Land because of My love
for you. But it is a tenuous place. Vulnerable.
It requires My showering it with rain. And
that rainfall is dependent on your love of Me.

So, in a nutshell: I love you and I am bring-
ing you to a Land where you will need to love
Me.
7TH ALIYA (11:22-25)

%
‘7"‘ If you do the mitzvot, love G-d
k\‘ and cleave to him, then i1l
s you wi

prevail over the powerful nations of the Land.
G-d will make them fear you and none will be
able to stand up to you.

Love, cleaving, the heart. The word love
appears 6 times, the word heart 4 times in
these last aliyot. Moshe has pivoted. From
doing. To feeling. From law. To spirit. Doing is
not enough. Love, cleave, your heart. Give all
in your love of G-d.

HAFOTRAH
YESHAYAHU 49:14- 51:3

This week's haftorah is the second of a
series of seven "haftorot of Consolation."
The exiled Jewish people are concerned
that Hashem has abandoned them. Hashem
responds by reassuring them that it is not so.
God compares His love and mercy for His
people to that of a mother for her children.

The navi then describes the ingathering
of the exiles which will occur when the
Mashiach arrives and then concludes with
encouraging words, reminding us of what
had happened to our ancestors, Abraham
and Sarah. Just as they were blessed with
a child when it seemed impossible, so too,
Hashem will send us the Redemption at the
end of days. m

46" of the 54 sedras; 3" of 11 in
Devarim.

231.83 lines in a Torah; rank: 14™,

10 Parshiyot; 6 open, 4 closed.

111 pesukim - rank: 26™ (4™ in Devarim).
Same number as Vayikra, but larger.
1747 words - rank: 16" (3*¢ in Devarim).
Same number as Ki Tavo; Ki Tavo has
more pesukim; Eikev has more letters.
6865 letters - rank: 14" (3*¢ in Devarim).
Eikev's pesukim are long - 37 longest

in the Torah in words and letters per
pasuk. This accounts for the rise in
ranking in those categories.

e
’k\’ MITZVOT

8 of 613: 6 positives, 2 prohibitions.
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“Not for your righteousness, or for the uprightness of your heart do you go into
possessing their Land” (9:5)

“You should know that not for your righteousness that G-d, your L-rd, gives you this
good Land to possess it” (9:6)

What is this message of Moshe that needs to be repeated twice, one verse after
the other?

The Chidushe HaRim (Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Alter, 1799-1866, founder of Chasidut
Gur) answers that these two pesukim were emphasizing an important message
from Moshe. The Land of Israel was being presented to the Israelites not simply
because one generation deserved it more or had more merits than any other. The
legacy of receiving the Land of Israel was to all the people of Israel, for each genera-
tion and generation. Every generation will earn the gift of the Land of Israel accord-
ing to which it deserves. Moshe wanted to instill the motivation in every generation
to do its utmost towards deserving and appreciating the Land of Israel with their
fulfillment of the Torah. - Shabbat Shalom
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Ah, the benefits of Google and, more
recently, of Al For, you see, I have long had a
special interest in the saying, “Be careful what
you pray for lest it come true.” I attributed this
advice to the British playwright, George Ber-
nard Shaw.

As Thope to demonstrate in this week’s col-
umn, there is much to support Shaw’s counsel
in traditional Jewish sources. But I wanted to
first ascertain the true author of those words.
Was it really this famous but non-Jewish scep-
tic, or could I find some other wise individual
who said something similar. And, especially,
could I find authoritative Jewish sources that
promulgated a similar approach to prayer?

In loving memory of
our dear Mother, Grandmother
& Great-grandmother

Ruth Friedson an
7y ANY 32 NP9

on her second yahrzeit
20 Menachem Av

Arlene Saslow and the Friedson family
Billauer, Wimpfheimer, Ehrlich,
Fleischer and Saslow families
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

I began, as I often do, by consulting Google
and AL I immediately discovered that I need-
ed to abandon my assumption that the source
of the saying was George Bernard Shaw. Nor
was it the product of another British literary
hero, Oscar Wilde. Rather, it dated back to
Aesop’s Fables, circa 260 B.C.

Iimmediately had an “aha” moment. That
date coincided with the Second Temple peri-
od and the years of prominence of the Anshei
Knesset HaGedolah (the Men of the Great
Assembly). Perhaps Aesop’s saying had its
origins, or at least some parallels, in Jewish
sources dating back to late biblical or early
rabbinic times.

But first, permit me to describe the roots of
my fascination with the saying. I trace that
fascination with the need for cautious prayer
back to my high school days. More specifically,
to the late spring of my eleventh-grade year at
Rabbi Jacob Joseph High School on the Lower
East Side of Manhattan.

Like most of my peers, I was preoccupied
with finding a summer job, preferably one
with at least a modest salary and a location
such as the Catskill mountains. Like a good
Yeshiva bachur, I incorporated my ardent
desires in my three daily prayers. I specified
in detail exactly what I was looking for: mini-
mum wage, vacation days so that I could tour
the Catskills, opportunities to swim, go boat-
ing, play basketball, and friendly companions.

Of course, in my prayers I promised the
Almighty that I would gratefully “compen-
sate” Him for answering my prayers by
devoting the entire next year, my senior year,



to diligent Talmud study, perfect attendance,
obedience to my rabbis, and impeccable con-
formity to every halachic stringency.

Had my prayers come true, I may have had,
at most, a pleasant summer. With certainty, I
would have wasted a precious summer and
gained little spiritual substance.

Suffice it to say that my prayers were
unsuccessful. Denied summer employment, I
instead accepted an invitation from my elev-
enth grade rebbe, Rabbi Yitzchak Tendler, of
blessed memory, to join a study group at his
home during the months of late June and July.
The curriculum would focus upon the hala-
chic disputes between two early nineteenth
century Talmudic scholars, Rabbi Aryeh Leib
HaCohen Heller (author of Ketzos HaChosh-
en), and Rabbi Yakov Loberbaum (author of
Nesivos HaMishpat).

The group met twice a week for six weeks.
During that time, we learned that the dis-
putes between these two dazzling scholars
were based upon fundamentally different
approaches to Talmudic analysis. We were
asked to choose which of the two approach-
es appealed to us acolytes. We were twelve
students, as I recall, and we were split evenly
between those who advocated the style of the
author of Ketzos versus those who favored his
opponent, the Nesivos.

I aligned myself with the Nesivos and con-
tinue to this very day to study the many other
works that he published. One of those works
is his commentary on Chumash, entitled
Nachalas Yaakov. It is there that I discovered
his teaching on a verse in this week’s Torah
portion, Ekev (Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25), spe-
cifically the verse (ibid. 9:26) which reads, “I
prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord G-d, do
not annihilate Your very own people, whom
You redeemed in Your majesty and whom You

Doron M. Spierer
MD, FAAFP e—p
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.58.6640293

freed from Egypt with a mighty hand.”

Upon this verse, the author of Nesivos cites
this Talmudic passage (Berachot 32b): “Any-
one who prolongs his prayer is assured that
his prayer will not return unanswered. From
where do we derive this? From Moses our
teacher.” The passage continues to cite the
very verse that we just quoted in the previous
paragraph! The Talmud continues to inform
us of the Lord’s response to Moses’ prolonged
prayer: “And the Lord heard me that time as
well...”

The Talmud proceeds to question the above
teaching: “Is that so? Did not Rabbi Yochanan
say that anyone who prolongs his prayer and
expects it to be answered will ultimately come
to heartache (as it will not be answered), as it
is stated: ‘Hope deferred makes the heart sick.’
(Proverbs 13:12)?”

The author of Nesivos suggests the following

OU ISRAEL 17



interpretation of the above passage: “Prolong-
ing prayer’ in this context refers to one who
specifies at length and in detail precisely what
he is asking for, and what he is convinced is
good for him. But truth to be told, no person
really knows what is good for him! It is prefer-
able to recite the standard prescribed prayer or
leave it up to the Almighty to determine what is
best for him. Thereby he will avoid heartache
and demonstrate his trust in the Lord. If one
thinks that he knows what is good for himself,
and doesn’t achieve the goals of his prayers,
that is when he will suffer heartache.”

It is in this passage in his lesser-known
work, Nachalas Yaakov, that the author of
Nesivos discourages the specification of par-
ticular personal requests in one’s prayers.

It must be pointed out, in all fairness, that
other authorities disagree. Two examples are
offered in the edition of Nachlas Yaakov pub-
lished by Machon Yerushalayim. One is the
author of Chayei Adam who writes that “it is
appropriate for everyone to pray daily for his
personal needs and sustenance and for what
he knows in his heart is good for him”. The oth-
er, an earlier authority, is Rabbi Yonasan Eybe-
shutz in his Yaaros Devash, book 1, sermon 1.

I dare not intervene between these out-
standing authorities, despite my personal
affinity with the teachings of Rabbi Yaakov
Loberbaum. After all, I discovered him during
the summer that my adolescent prayers were
denied, but when I was rewarded with a
summer of spiritual and intellectual growth
and by becoming acquainted with one of my
lifelong rabbinic heroes, the author of Nesivos
HaMishpat, Nachalas Yakov, and numerous
other masterpieces.

Ileave it up to you, dear reader, to choose
the approach to prayer that appeals to you
upon reflection. One way or the other, pray!
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Greatness
and Humility

A sequence of verses in this week’s sedra
gave rise to a beautiful Talmudic passage —
one that has found a place in the Siddur. It is
among the readings we say after the Evening
Service on Saturday night as Shabbat comes to
an end. Here is the text on which it is based:

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great, mighty and awe-in-
spiring God, who shows no favouritism and
accepts no bribe. He upholds the cause of the
orphan and widow, and loves the stranger,
giving him food and clothing.” (Deut. 10:17-18)

The juxtaposition of the two verses — the
first about God’s supremacy, the second about
His care for the low and lonely - could not be
more striking. The Power of powers cares for
the powerless. The Infinite One great shows
concern for the small. The Being at the heart
of being listens to those at the margins: the
orphan, the widow, the stranger, the poor, the
outcast, the neglected. On this idea, the third
century teacher Rabbi Yochanan built the fol-
lowing homily:

Wherever you find the greatness of the
Holy One, blessed be He, there you find His
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humility. This is written in the Torah, repeat-
ed in the Prophets, and stated a third time in
the Writings. It is written in the Torah: “For
the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord
of lords, the great, mighty and awe-inspiring
God, who shows no favouritism and accepts
no bribe.”

Immediately afterwards it is written, “He
upholds the cause of the orphan and widow,
and loves the stranger, giving him food and
clothing.” It is repeated in the Prophets, as it
says: “So says the High and Exalted One, who
lives for ever and whose name is Holy: I live in
a high and holy place, but also with the contrite
and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the
lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”
It is stated a third time in the Writings: “Sing
to God, make music for His name, extol Him
who rides the clouds — God is His name — and
exult before Him.” Immediately afterwards it is
written: “Father of the fatherless and judge of
widows, is God in His holy habitation.” (Baby-
lonian Talmud, Megillah 31a)

It is this passage that found its way into the
(Ashkenazi) service at the end of Shabbat. Its
presence there is to remind us that, as the day
of rest ends and we return to our weekday
concerns, we should not be so caught up in
our own interests that we forget others less
favourably situated. To care only for ourselves



and those immediately dependent on us is not
“the way of God”.

One of the more unusual aspects of being a
Chief Rabbi is that one comes to know people
one otherwise might not. These were three
moments that made a deep impression on me.

From time to time, Elaine and I give dinner
parties for people within, and also outside,
the Jewish community. Usually, at the end, the
guests thank the hosts. Only once, though, did
a guest not only thank us but also ask to be
allowed to go into the kitchen to thank those
who had made and served the meal. It was a
fine act of sensitivity. No less interesting was
who it was who did so. It was John Major, a
British Prime Minister. Greatness is humility.

The oldest synagogue in Britain is Bevis
Marks, in the heart of the City of London. Built
in 1701, it was the first purpose-built syna-
gogue in London, created by the Spanish and
Portuguese Jews who were the first to return
to England (or practice their Judaism in public:
some had been marranos) after Oliver Crom-
well gave permission in 1656 for Jews to return
after their expulsion by Edward I in 1290.

Modelled on the Great Synagogue in Amster-
dam, it has stayed almost unchanged ever
since. Only the addition of electric lights has
marked the passing of time — and even so, on
special occasions, services are candle-lit as they
were in those early days.

For the tercentenary service in 2001, Prince
Charles came to the synagogue. There he met
members of the community as well as leaders
of Anglo-Jewry. What was impressive is that
he spent as much time talking to the young
men and women who were doing security
duty as he did to the great and good of British
Jewry. For security reasons, people volunteer
to stand guard at communal events — part of
the work of one of our finest organisations, the

Eta Morris

|ERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN
COLONY

In old Katamon: =
2 new apts for sale. 115
sgm on one floor. 65 sgqm
of terrace. 7,500,000 NIS
In addition there is a
duplex apartment

of 125 sgm with 45

sgm on 2 terraces.
Parking and storage.
Price: 8,100,000 NIS

Opportunity to buy two
properties in old Katamon.
Primary residence 141 sqm
built as 4 bedrooms and
2.5 bathrooms.

Additional unit of 19 sgm.
Large garden in private use
of this apartment.

Price 7,800,000

New exclusive.

Harav Berlin Street.

116 sgm, built as 3 bed-
rooms and 2.5 bathrooms.
Private use of beautiful
garden.

Great condition.

Price: 5,200,000 NIS

For sale in BAKA. Fabulous
renovated 4 room apt. 3
bedrooms - one is a mas-
ter bedroom and one is a
safe room (mamad). High
level finishes, custom built
in carpentry and cabinets
in all the rooms. Terrace,
parking, Shabbat elevator
& storage

Price: 4,200,000 NIS !!!

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\ Eta: 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.ilr

OU ISRAEL 23



Community Security Trust. Often, people walk
past them, hardly noticing their presence. But
Prince Charles did notice them, and he made
them feel as important as anyone else on that
glittering occasion. Greatness is humility.

Sarah Levene (not her real name) died
tragically young. She and her husband had
been blessed by God with great success and
they were extremely wealthy; but they did
not spend their money on themselves. They
gave tzedakah on a massive scale — within and
beyond the Jewish community, in Britain, Isra-
el and elsewhere. They were among the great-
est philanthropists of our time.

When Sarah died, among those who felt
most bereaved were the waiters and waitress-
es of a well-known hotel in Israel where they
often stayed. It transpired that she had come
to know all of them — where they came from,
what their family situation was, the difficulties
they were going through, the problems they
faced. She remembered not only their names
but also the names of their spouses and chil-
dren. Whenever any of them needed help, she
made sure it came, quietly, unobtrusively. It
was a habit she had wherever she went.

After her death I discovered how she and
her husband came to be married. He was old-
er than she was, a friend of her parents. She
had some weeks free in the summer before
the start of the academic year, and Mr Levene
(not his real name) gave her a holiday job. One

Mazal tov to

Yehudit Collins

on the occasion of
her 90" birthday
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evening after work they were about to join her
parents for a meal.

In the street they passed a beggar. Mr Lev-
ene, punctilious about the mitzvah of tzeda-
kah, reached into his pocket and gave the man
a coin. As they were walking on, Sarah asked
him to lend her some money - a fairly large
sum, which she promised she would repay at
the end of the week when he paid her wages.

He did so. She then ran back to the beggar
and gave him the money. “Why did you do
that?” he asked, “T had already given him some
money.” “What you gave him, ” she said, “was
enough to help him for today but not enough to
make a difference to his life.”

At the end of the week, Mr Levene gave
Sarah her wages. She handed him back most
of the money, reminding him that she had to
repay him for the sum he had lent her. “I will
accept the money, ” he told her, “Because I do
not want to rob you of your mitzvah.” But — as
he himself told me after her death, “It was then
that I decided to ask her to marry me —because
her heart was bigger than mine.”

Throughout their marriage they spent as
much time and energy on giving their money
to charitable causes as they did on earning it.
They were responsible for many of the most
outstanding educational, medical, and envi-
ronmental projects of our time. I have had
the privilege of knowing other philanthro-
pists — but none who knew the names of the
children of the waiters at the hotel where they
stayed; none who cared more for those others
hardly noticed or who gave help more quietly,
more effectively, more humanly. Greatness is
humility.

This idea - counter-intuitive, unexpected,
life-changing - is one of the great contribu-
tions of the Torah to Western civilisation
and it is set out in the words of our sedra,



when Moses told the people about the “God
of gods and Lord of lords, the great, mighty,
and awe-inspiring God” whose greatness lay
not just in the fact that He was Creator of the
universe and shaper of history, but that “He
upholds the cause of the orphan and widow,
and loves the stranger, giving him food and
clothing.” Those who do this are the true men
and women of God. ®

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

Dr Natan Silver

MBChB, FRCS, Dip Hand Surg

Hand Surgeon
UK & Israeli Trained

N

Holistic care for hand disorders
Adults and children of all ages

» Hand, wrist and thumb-base arthritis
+ Joint replacement of all joints in the

d [=liale]

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

3B Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

D Is it permissible to leave personal belongings
§ in the building's stairwell?

@ Personal belongings may not be left in the building's

common areas without the approval of the building
committee.

(MaNM N"ON'Dj701 N'MMIN"D 70 NIM V' "210,
1"U0I).

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

|
New Project

A rare boutique residence on Maavar
HaMitla 4, in the heart of Ramat Eshkol.
Featuring high-end design, luxury
finishes, open living spaces, and an
exclusive community feel — a unique
opportunity for refined living in
Jerusalem.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
2 Rooms | 41 sqm | Balcony
i Private entrance, 3 air exposures, Gan
Sacher views, Perfect to live or invest.
® 2,200,000

§ NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUALEM
100 Sgm built | 180 Sgm plot
House facing Gan Sacker, rented unit,
and 240 sgm expansion rights.
m 10,850,000

FRENCH HILL, JERUSALEM
4 Rooms | 98 sqm | 3" Floor

Boutique building, parking, Pinui-Binui,
prime location, investment or living.

m 3,150,000

‘ NEVE DANIEL
| 6 Rooms | 160 Sgm | 150 Sqm Garden

New 6-room apt in "Neve Nof," perfect
for families, with parking and storage.

m 5,500,000

WAIT. WHO IS MANAGING YOURS?
You're reading property listings, but who is handling your
tenant headaches and midnight leaks? Get Anglo-standard
management all across Israel.

Call Noam Homes: 058-793-2222

NOAM
HOMES
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T 25 specialties physicians hospital & —

and locations providing private
across Israel trusted care practice E
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.anglodoctorsisrael.com Supported by: 0% pilefesh

We guarantee that you
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and

certified technicians. AIR CONDITIONING

Engineering, Design & Installation

Send your plans for @ 02_628_8282

free engineering. or Email us at info@tzviair.com
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1 CARAT AND LARGER
LAB-GROWN DIAMONDS
SET IN WHITE/YELLOW
GOLD FROM m 2,900

ZHUBRAK
CLARK & WASSER
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Blessings follow
good accounting
of your actions.

-
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unmatched savings

JEWELRY WITH
A PEDIGREE

TEVAULT

ON KEREN KAYEMET
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KEREN KAYEMET 8 KNISA1

JERUSALEM 054-3976161
S-TH:17:00-21:00 F:12:00-14:00

Ari Clark Sean Zhubrak
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FREE JEWELRY CLEANING VAT REFUND AT BEN GURION

“ou RE/MAX

VISION/|ITN

Amazing Penthouse
with panoramic
views !
Jabotinsky, Talbieh

Custom Design your Dream

Special Luxury
Opportunities

Penthouse ! . in Jerusalem
176 sgm on two levels with
20 sqm sukkah balcony
(shell ready for custom TALBIEH

buildout)
Building permit issued for
additional 80 sqm
(3rd level of penthouse)
Roof above 3rd level can
become roof top garden
2 private registered parking
spaces
Large 30 sqm private
storage room (with windows)

Price: ONLY 15,000,000 NIS
for total of 256 sqm property

Jabotinsky Floorplan Suggestions

A0

Magnificent Old-World
Jerusalem Charm in Talbieh
on prestigious Marcus Street
A rare opportunity to own an
authentic historic Arab home

full of character and
elegance.
Approx. 140 sqm
* 4 spacious rooms
* Over 3.5-meter soaring
ceilings
« Original mosaic flooring
* Preserved original window
and door frames
« Beautifully maintained in
authentic condition
* Two lovely wrap-around
sukkah balconies
(app. 25 sqm)

Asking price: 14,000,000 NIS

Specializing in LUXURY LISTINGS
For Video tours of these properties or
o FREE market analysis of YOUR property,

: i +972-54-
Photos and floorplans of Jabotinsky CALL Alyss: IFI;ES‘:: "d01 :Z!itsl? 668-4111
are for illustration and suggestion only —

s
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Punishment is not Rejection

The tragic words that open this week’s
haftarah (“Vatomer Tziyon ‘azavani Hashem,
Vashem shechechani”) reflect the hopeless-
ness of post-exile Israel who exclaim that
G-d had abandoned and forgotten her. But
these words also reflect the belief, held by
many in the nation, that the exile and the
destruction of the Temple meant that they
need no longer worship the One G-d. Hav-
ing been overwhelmed by the Babylonian
military and having seen the enemy destroy
Hashem’s “house, ” convinced many that
they must now worship the Babylonian “god”
who, clearly, they believed, proved his power
to be greater than that of Hashem (r”]).

This unfortunate attitude, one that spread
within the suffering generation, should not
surprise us. We find it repeated numerous
times over succeeding eras, and bemoaned
by different prophets. After the destruction
of Yerushalayim and the Churban of the Beit
HaMikdash, Yirmiyahu HaNavi authors the
Sefer M’lachim as a response to this very

Your money made &
aliyah too.

-

ithrng‘é

Aaron Frolich
Certified Financial Planner &

Licensed Investment Advisor |
+972.54.320.8077 L [

| [ N
GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!
aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

28 TORAH TIDBITS 1671 / EIKEV

attitude:

The Jewish population had witnessed the
victory of Babylonia over the Southern King-
dom of Israel and saw it as proof of the “fail-
ure” [ch”v’sh] of Hashem’s ability to protect
His nation. But they never accepted it as their
own shortcoming, as a result of ignoring the
decades of warnings issued by numerous
prophets. For this reason, Yirmiyahu detailed
in Sefer M’lachim the growing sinfulness of
the people and the recurring refusal of Isra-
el to repent so that the people would realize
that it was their defeat - NOT Hashem’s. The
tragedy that befell them was due to their cor-
ruption and immorality; and their refusal to
heed G-d’s warnings.

Likewise, we find this argument (that Isra-
el should now turn to others “gods”) open-
ly disputed in the words of Yechezkel who
clearly warned the exiled Judeans (chapter
20; 32): “And that which you believe will
not be, when you say: ‘We will be like oth-
er nations and worship (gods of) wood and
stone’ “

However, Yishayahu’s responds to these
false ideas differently from both Yirmiyahu
and Yechezkel. In this week’s haftarah we
hear the prophet turn to Israel in a soothing
tone and comforting words. He explains that,
as a mother could never forget her baby or
fail to be compassionate to it, so true it is that
G-d could never forget His nation or fail to
be merciful to them. The navi reasserts that



Israel is eternally bound to G-d through the
covenant made to their ancestors and, sin
though they might, they remain chosen by
G-d. To put it simply, Yishayahu reminds
them that punishment does not mean
rejection.

The navi supports his comforting words
with a prophecy of a massive return to Isra-
el, of a repopulating of the now-barren cities
and of the rebuilding of destroyed edifices.
He additionally promises that other nations
will lend their support to Israel’s return and,
as a result, joy and gladness will return to the
grieving land that will be filled with joyful
music and prayers of thanksgiving.

It is, is it not, a vision that we see with our
own eyes today.

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can

be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

Dr. Gershon Zinger
Board-Certified Orthopedi §u1tleun Israel &
doctorzinger.com/arthritis Chavacom'szmc orgt il

Authentic garden apartment of about 300 sqm,
quiet lane of Baka, 150 sqm private garden, 7
rooms, separate unit, high ceilings, full of charm

Magnificent Penthouse in Talbieh, 360 sqm on one
level, 80 sqm Sukkah terrace, high ceilings,
panoramic views, enjoying S-star hotel facilities

Renovated elegant apartment of 120 sqm,
Rehavia, Sukkah balcony, 5 rooms, elevator, full

of light
-

Charming 66 sqm apartment in Old Katamon, 3
rooms, equipped kitchen, full of light, shelter in the
building

054-480-4767 © +972-26744000
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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One of the most powerful and recurring
words in Sefer Devarim is the word ynv (She-
ma). At first glance, it appears simple enough:
hear or listen. Yet, the Hebrew word Shema
contains layers of meaning that cannot be
captured by any single English
translation.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
famously described what he
called the fallacy of translatabil-
ity - the mistaken assumption
that every word in one lan-
guage can be perfectly trans-
lated into another. Languages
reflect cultures, values, and
spiritual worlds. Therefore,
certain words carry dimensions of mean-
ing that simply do not exist elsewhere. The
Hebrew language is especially rich in this
regard. Words in Lashon HaKodesh are not
merely labels; they express essence and spir-
itual reality.

Rabbi Sacks! notes that Shema is one of
those untranslatable words. Depending on
context, it can mean: to hear, to listen, to pay
attention, to understand, to internalize, to
heed, or even to obey. Indeed, various English

1. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Lessons in Leadership
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Viktor Emil Frahkl “'
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translations of the opening verse of Parashat
Eikev render the word differently: “If you
hearken...”; “If you obey...”; “If you pay atten-
tion...”. Yet none fully captures the depth of
Shema.

The Torah’s concept of lis-
tening is not passive hearing.
It is active receptivity. Shema
means allowing another voice
to enter one’s inner world.

Listening is difficult. Seeing
is immediate and effortless.
Listening, however, demands
patience, humility, focus, and
emotional presence. True lis-
tening requires setting aside
one’s own inner noise in order
to make room for someone else. Rabbi Sacks
describes listening itself as an avodah, a form
of spiritual labor. Modern life conditions
people to speak, react, argue, and persuade.
Rarely are we trained simply to listen. Yet
some of the deepest human healing emerges
not from brilliant speeches, but from attentive
presence.

Viktor Frankl once recounted that he
received a late-night phone call from a wom-
an contemplating suicide. For two hours he



spoke with her, offering every conceivable
reason to continue living. Eventually she
agreed not to take her life. Later, Frankl asked
her which argument had convinced her. She
answered: none of them. What changed her
mind, she explained, was the realization that
someone was willing to listen to her for two
hours in the middle of the night. That alone
convinced her that life was worth living.

This story reveals a profound truth: to be
heard is to be affirmed. Listening tells anoth-
er person- your existence matters. Your pain
matters. You matter. In many ways, the deep-
est human need is not merely to be helped,
but to be understood.

Rabbi Sacks applied this principle in his
own rabbinic work. He once described his
involvement in resolving difficult agunah
cases, situations in which husbands refused
to grant a get. Surprisingly, many of these
painful disputes were resolved not primar-
ily through legal mechanisms, but through
deep listening. By allowing each side to ful-
ly express their pain and sense of injustice,
healing and reconciliation became possible.
Listening is therapeutic because it restores
dignity. Very often people do not become
angry simply because of disagreement; they
become angry because they feel unheard.

In Tanach we find the importance of
attentive listening: DynY) NNia D020 *7137
- the words of the wise are heard when spoken
gently.?

The ability to hear another person deeply is
therefore not only an interpersonal skill; it is
a Torah value.

This insight sheds new light on one of the
Torah’s great mysteries.

2. Kohelet 9:17

When Hashem first appeared to Moshe
Rabbeinu at the Burning Bush, Moshe
protested:

7221 197229 .. 2N D127 WX XD °)T-X *2”
“OM VY

Please, my Lord, I am not a man of wordes...
for I am heavy of mouth and heavy of tongu

Why would Hashem choose someone who
struggled with speech to become the great-
est leader in Jewish history? Perhaps one
who struggles to speak learns how to listen.
Moshe’s greatness may not have begun with
eloquence, but with receptivity. Before he
could transmit the word of Hashem, he first
had to hear it. The foundation of Torah lead-
ership is not rhetoric, it is listening.

In a world saturated with noise, true listen-
ing has become rare. People rush to respond
before understanding. Conversations become
performances. Even relationships often suffer
because individuals seek to be heard more
than they seek to hear. Yet the Torah teaches
that holiness begins with Shema.

Shema Yisrael is not merely a declaration
of faith. It is a call to cultivate an inner pos-
ture of attentiveness, toward Hashem, toward
Torah, and toward other human beings. To
truly listen is to recognize that another soul
carries infinite dignity. Sometimes the great-
est act of kindness is not advice, persuasion
or brilliance, but presence. A listening ear can
restore hope. A listening heart can heal pain.
A listening soul can hear the voice of Hashem
hidden within the noise of life.

May we merit to become not only people
who speak words of Torah, but people who
embody the Torah’s deepest command: Shema
- to hear, to understand, and to truly listen.

797 NSY N9
AN 12102 APy’ DWHY
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Jerusalem Municipality'

Aliyah and Integration Departmehl
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P\| BADERECH

\ RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Rav Mordechai KamenetzKy, shlit’a, Rosh
Yeshiva and Dean of Toras Chaim South Shore
is a beloved talmid chacham, prolific author
and columnist. A grandson of the venerable
Reb Yaakov Kamenetzky, zt’], he often shares
first hand experiences and personal encoun-
ters with Gedolei Yisrael, many of whom are
family. Rav Kamenetzky described one such
memorable visit with his cousin, the great
mashgiach and baal mussar, Rav Shlomo
Wolbe, zt’], in Yerushalayim.

Educators, rabbanim and administrators
flocked to Rav Wolbe for his sage advice and
guidance. As ‘mishpacha’, Rav KamenetzKky’s
visit however was more personal and famil-
ial in nature, and the two cousins chatted
about the years Rav Wolbe spent in Sweden
during and after the War, as well as the time
spent learning in Yeshiva in Montreux, Swit-
zerland. Somewhere in the conversation, the
magnificent beauty of the Swiss Alps came
up. Rav Kamenetzky shared a comment he
had heard in the name of the Brisker Rav that
when Moshiach arrives, the Swiss Alps will be
uprooted and transplanted to Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Wolbe was a man of equanimity and
inner calm. Upon hearing the comment, he

Mazal Tov to
Moshe & Evelyn Elbogen
and family on the Bar Mitzva
of their grandson
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drew himself up to his full height and shook
with intensity. With fire in his eyes and a
voice filled with emotion he declared “No! It
can’t be! Der Brisker Rav hut das kain mohl
nisht gezagt; the Brisker Rav could never have
said that!”

“Reb Mordechai, listen carefully, ” Rav
Wolbe continued, “there are no mountains
as beautiful as the ones by 7z'fas. There are
no lakes as beautiful as the Kineret. And there
is no city that sparkles like Yerushalayim!
Moshiach does not need to bring anything
here! It is all here!”

Y N2 ANYI? MY DX IR YWD D
PY TN ANK UIT PROR NIYR VIR .RID DX
MY TPINN TY) MWD Y M2 TR N

“For the Land that you are about to enter
and possess is not like the land of Egypt from
which you have come... It is a Land which
Hashem looks after, upon which Hashem
always keeps His eye, from the year’s begin-
ning to its end.” (Devarim, 11:10-12)

Torah assures us that Eretz Yisrael is under
God’s direct and watchful protection, and
as such, this land merits a clearer and more
present expression of hashgacha p’ratis,
Divine providence. The powerful imagery and
promise of being a land which Hashem ‘looks
after’ follows another meaningful directive in
our Parsha:

PIPRY IANYN TINY) PO N DX D20
DIPN7DD YN YUY

“Love Hashem your God, and always keep
His charge, His laws, His rules, and His com-
mandments.” (11:1)



Ramban understands this verse as empha-
sizing our obligation to walk in God’s ways:
Ve-halachta be-derachav, “And you shall
walk in His ways.” And this means to ‘imi-
tate’ Him, 9w pwnw nn Mmwnv, “that you
shall look after and guard what Hashem is
looking after and guarding”. The command
ve-shamarta mishmarto, “keep His charge, ”
encourages us to be aware of the needs of the
poor, widows and orphans, just as Hashem
watches out for those who may be on the
periphery of society.

In other words, we are asked to be con-
cerned with, and actively look after, that with
which Hashem is concerned. And this is a hint
in the verse: “It is a land which Hashem looks
after, upon which Hashem always keeps His
eye...”

We instinctually imitate Hashem’s concern
for Eretz Yisrael because our connection
to this land is fundamental and inherent.
Its holiness and pull is interlaced with our
spiritual identity and DNA. There is nothing
external about our kesher to the land, from its
holy history and topography to its politics and
economic development. A spiritually healthy
Jew appreciates and connects with Hashem’s
Promised Land naturally — simply because it
is ours.

Israel’s first President, Dr. Chaim Weizmann
spent years dedicated to working to garner
international diplomatic support for the estab-
lishment of a Zionist state and Jewish home-
land. Meeting with British politicians while
lobbying in the United Kingdom, a member
of the House of Lords publicly accosted him:
“Why do you Jews insist on Palestine when
there are so many undeveloped countries you
could settle in more conveniently?”

Ever ready and always sharp, Weizmann
answered immediately, “Well my good chap,

that is like me asking you why you drove
twenty miles to visit your mother last Sunday
when there are so many other old ladies liv-
ing on your street.”

Rav Yitzchak Hutner, Rosh Yeshivas Chaim
Berlin and author of Pachad Yitzchok shared
a memory of time spent with Rav Avraham
Yitzchak haKohen Kook:

“I once took a walk with the Rav and anoth-
er man amid the mountains of the Land of
Israel. Rav Kook told how impressed he was
by the landscape. The fellow replied, with
surprise, “But you were in the Alps! What’s
so special about these mountains?” Rav Kook
replied, “The Alps didn’t speak to me... the
mountains of Eretz Yisrael call me by name.”

May we be blessed to hear the mountains
and streams, rivers and valleys of Eretz Yisra-
el calling to us by name, and with our eyes to
ook after what Hashem is looking after,” and
to see what the Ribbono Shel Olam is seeing...
from the year’s beginning to its end.

“Ten measures of beauty were bestowed
upon the world;

nine were received by Jerusalem, and one
by the rest of the world.” (Kidushin, 49b)

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul
5786)

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

W Mazal Tov to *
Dr. Dovid Hurwitz and family
on the birth of a great- grandson
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HAS YOUR DISEASE BEEN IMPACTED BY THE WAR IN ISRAEL?
Are the symptoms of your Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis worse now?

I WANT TO HELP AND AM OFFERING 50% OFF
FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY THE WAR!
Take back control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you Regain energy = Feelin control again
{7} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com

KLY |I g

Take Your
Master’s Degree e
to the Next Level

with Clinical Training

For Diati and 2year ‘ _,
Haredi men s 1‘ L

and women | Lon
Prerequisite

waster’s degres i

a bl bt
reared fieid

Training includes: - T
Advanced clinical training in
Trauma and Working with
Young Children and Families
L ]

Minirmem 4 years supervised clinical
training required to apply for
adwvanced training programs

@ WhatsApp: 0526955675 @ Email: dmendlowita@newyorg
www.nevefamilyinstitute.org
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Launch ;r Advance

Your Career in
U._S. Taxation

@ Mo prior tax experience required
@& Allinstruction is in English

= Apply by
September 14

AR

New on the Market!
Baka

3RM, 745QM, Sukka
balcony, high ceilings,
Arab style.

4,090,000 NIS

Extraordinary
Residence Baka

195 SQM, Arab style,
unique charm,

Sukka balcony, needs
renovation, flexible
price

12,000,000 NIS

Nahum Glatzer

050-7225694

I WATER ALWAYS
" FINDS A WAY IN...
Dun't ignere small laaks.
Thary can bead io big problems
and expensive repairs.

OUR WATERPROOFING SOLUTIONS
PROTECT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
FROM THE TOP DOWN.

* Re Roofing seamless UV coating walerproo

= Balcony waterproofing

» Bathroom waterproofing

* Mold Remediation/Remowal

= Comes with a no-leak warranty

Reduces snergy consumption,
resulting in lower Summer cooling bills

I'm Janet Arbiv, 78, a grandmother of four. | live
with chronic kidney failure and need dialysis
three times a week. A kidney donation is my only
way back to life. Can you help?

WHO CAN DONATE
Men aver the age of 27
Women whao have finished having children

TALK TO JANET'S CHILDREN

OR VIA MATNAT CHAIM

Scan for full info

kilya.org.il/personaltranplat/jant-arbiv

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Correction:

The Simchat Shmuel column for this week - Parshat Eikev, was inadvertently shared last
week in place of Rabbi Shor’s article about Tu B’Av, which falls on Wednesday July 29th.
As such, we have included both of these articles in this week’s edition.

We apologize for the confusion.

Tu B‘Av

This Tuesday evening and Wednesday, we
commemorated the sacred, yet often over-
looked day of Tu B’Av — Chamisha Asar B’Av.
The fifteenth day of the month of Av is filled
with an inner joy that is both mysterious and
deeply redemptive. The Talmud (Ta’anit
30b) teaches that there were no days as joy-
ous for the Jewish people as Tu B’Av and Yom
Kippur. While Yom Kippur offers the joy of for-
giveness, Tu B’Av reveals the joy of reunion —
of souls, of hearts, of the collective soul of Am
Yisrael made whole again.

The Apter Rebbe, the Oheiv Yisrael zy’a,
explains the significance of this day through
his deep teachings on the Hebrew letters.
Every letter, he taught, is a vessel of Divine
light, a code of spiritual reality. Tu B’Av is the
fifteenth day of the month of Av (comprised of
the letters alef and bet), corresponding to the
fifteenth letter of the Alef-Bet, Samech (o),
that offers us a key to its meaning.

Samech is unique among the Hebrew let-
ters: it is a perfect circle, closed and complete.
A Samech, like all circles, has a center which
is equidistant from all spaces along the cir-
cle, meaning no matter where an individual
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may be standing around that circle, they all
remain equally close to the center of the circle.
The Sameach teaches us that every individual
remains equally close to Hashem, without hier-
archy or condition. The Samech symbolizes
Divine support, surrounding love, the unshak-
able embrace of Hashem for every soul.

Tu B’Av reflects that same energy. On this
day, the daughters of Yerushalayim would
dance in borrowed white garments, in the
vineyards; encouraging the young men and
women to forge soul-connections not based
on tribe or status, but essence and values. The
Gemara (Ta’anit 26b) tells us that those who
did not have a white dress of their own would
borrow, so that no one would be ashamed.
Everyone danced together, equal, radiant, and
beloved.

The Apter Rebbe, whose life and Torah were
devoted to Ahavat Yisrael, would say that the
greatest spiritual elevation comes not from
asceticism or isolation, but from loving every
Jew, regardless of background or level. The
circle of the Samech has no corners — no
top or bottom, no inside or outside. So too
must our love and connection flow: whole,



unconditional, and unbreakable.

Perhaps most beautifully, this imagery of
the circle refers to the unity we will experi-
ence in the days of Mashiach. The Gemara
in Ta’anit 31a teaches that in the future,
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu oseh lahem machol
la’tzaddikim — The Holy One will make a cir-
cle dance for the righteous”. Hashem will stand
in the center, and each soul will point and
exclaim: “Hinei Elokeinu, Zeh Hashem Kivinu
Lo!” — “Behold our G-d, this is Hashem for
whom we have longed!”

It will be the final Samech. A circle of
redemption. A dance of equality and Divine
presence, where no one is closer, and no one
is further. Each one will see Hashem from
their place in the circle. No competition, only
joy and love.

This, says the Oheiv Yisrael, is the spirit of
Tu B’Av. A foretaste of the future. A glimpse at

that dance that each of us will experience, as
we greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

Reb Tzadok HaKohain M’Lublin zy’a,
explained that the essential joy of Tu B’
Av emerges specifically after the pain and
sadness of Tisha B’Av, for then the consola-
tion begins to be revealed, and from within
the concealment and destruction itself, the
bestowal of Divine love and mercy is revealed.

The saddest day and the happiest day of
the year occur only six days apart. This is
no coincidence. Redemption is born from
brokenness.The deepest love often follows
the deepest separation.The Jewish calendar
teaches that despair is never the final chapter.

Yehi Ratzon, May we merit to take to heart
these beautiful teachings, and soon gath-
er together to dance in that great circle of
redemption, with Hashem at the center, and
each of us basking in the light of unity.

Parshat Eikev

In our sedra this week we read the familiar
verse- (Devarim 8:10):
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When you have eaten and been satiated, you
shall bless the Lord your G-d upon the good
land that he has given unto you.

According to the Sefer HaChinuch-This
verse serves as the basis for the recitation of
birkat hamazon, as well as the recitation of
brachot in general before or after eating, as a
sign of our appreciation and acknowledgment
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has provided that
sustenance to us- Mitzva levareich et HasHem
Yitbarach achar sheyaacheil haadam, vayesova
milechem oh mishivat haminim.

The Maggid, Reb Dov Ber of Mezritch

zy’a, taught that we learn from this verse that
birkat hamazon requires even more kavana
than tefila, since tefila is proscribed by our
sages, and birkat hamazon is learned from
this specific Torah verse.

Our Chazal in the Gemara in Brachot (35b)
explain this idea further:
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NI DD XN P2 WiTpn? D1iaa»RD 272 ND3

Rabbi Chanina bar Pappa said: Anyone who
benefits in this world without reciting a bless-
ing is considered as if he has stolen from G-d
and from Knesset Yisrael...”

The concept of acknowledging that Hash-
em has provided us with sustenance and the
importance of declaring our appreciation for
that sustenance makes sense, but how are we
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to understand this statement that if we fail
to recite a bracha upon deriving benefit, that
somehow we have also stolen from the Jewish
People as well?

Rabbeinu B’Chaya, points to this gemara
in his commentary on our verse. He explains
that we need to understand that a bracha is
not solely a vehicle for expressing our appre-
ciation to G-d, but also the vehicle, the pipe-
line to bring further blessing, sustenance and
goodness into the world. If we were to derive
Ppleasure or benefit in this world without recit-
ing a blessing, we would not only be coming
up short in our show of gratitude to Hashem
for that sustenance, but we would also be
missing out on the opportunity to help others
by the power inherent in that bracha to meta-
physically channel and provide additional
sustenance to descend into this world.

Similarly, the Be’er Moshe, the Admor of

USH @HUDESH éLUL

Women’s Seminar in Yerushalayim

hﬁ'ﬁﬂ"' i
AVIGAIL GIMPEL

Finding Emunah
in the Field

IEMIRA DZAROWSKI
Director, OU ksrael Women's Division
‘Words of Introduction

~ Thursday, August 13
95 am - 1:00 pm

Elul Unocked- Parscnalizing
and Personifying Teshuva

Ozerov zy’a, explains that each time we recite
a bracha, the spiritual cognition of the gifts
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu bestows upon us,
is not only a manifestation of Hakarat HaTov
for all we have received, but simultaneously
becomes the catalyst to experience further bra-
cha. When we acknowledge and are cognizant
that Hashem Yitbarach is indeed the source
of all blessing, then it opens us up spiritually
and metaphysically to seeing and experiencing
more and more bracha each and every day.
Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to recall
the incredible dual capacity for goodness con-
tained within every bracha we recite.

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

)

SHANI TARAGIN

Elul- Whao is Knocking
on Our Door?

Beit Knesset Hanasi
Ussishkin 24

50 shekel
includes brunch

Register at: ouisraelorg/events/elul2026
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| Please do not skip this

It’s never too late to help someor

\N Director: Menachem Persoff | www.yesh
PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY Website
to advance our crucial work. %*wa.iejls_hezr:iorg
We help those less fortunate ank transyer
than us, with no family Branch ea3 A/ 19747843
support, with compassion, (Call Sara with ID for tax break)

empathy, advice, referrals,
and financial assistance. Yesh Eggepcokasm 476,

Romema, Jerusalem

Credit Card
Sara: 058-530-9161
(Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)

{ Donate with: JGive @ }

=

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff - 050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com
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- ' !
BASYA TEITELBAUM  ELISHEVA KAMINETSKY RAV MEIR FINKELSTEIN NILI COUZENS
Words of Introduction  The Call of the Is the Past Setin  Welcome to Planet Earth:
Shofar Stone? Do You Know What
Understanding the You're Doing Here?
Process of Teshuva

Thursday, August 13 Beit Midrash Torani Leumi 50 NIS,
9:15am - 1:00 pm 5 Reuven Street Brunch Included

Musical Hallel by Yocheved Shull and
Yocheved Kornfeld Register at ouisrael.org/events/elul2026bs
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Meat is one of the most complex, yet highly
sought-after, foods in the kosher kitchen. Red
meat, in particular, is served not only on Shab-
bat and Yom Tov, but also forms a regular part
of the daily diet for many Jewish families in
Israel and throughout the world.

Proper shechitah of cattle requires exception-
al expertise and attention to detail. In today’s
global food industry, kosher beef production
presents numerous technical and logistical
challenges. One of the most significant is loca-
tion. Israel produces less than 30% of the beef
consumed domestically, with more than 70%
imported from animals slaughtered overseas.
Maintaining kosher standards across such an
extensive international supply chain requires
modern slaughterhouses, highly trained shoch-
tim and bodkim, and sophisticated tracking sys-
tems capable of monitoring every animal from
the moment of shechitah until the finished

" Your path'to a
fulfilling career

Karen Frohlich
Career Counselor

Career & Academic
Guidance

Career Change
Career Development

Effective Job Search

EipE
kerencareer.ce.ll
| OS0-BE88950 [OF
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product is packaged, sealed, and distributed.
Likewise, much of the kosher beef supplied to
the North American market is now produced
in South America under the supervision of
leading kosher certification agencies.

Although the subject of kosher beef pro-
duction is both broad and intricate, this arti-
cle will introduce some of the fundamental
principles of beef shechitah and discuss their
practical application in Israel today.

Every kosher slaughter operation requires
meticulous planning and supervision. This
includes the qualifications and expertise of
the shochtim, the health and suitability of
the animals, properly maintained chalafim
(shechitah knives), and approved restraining
equipment. The actual act of shechitah is only
one stage in the overall process.

Following slaughter, additional procedures
must be carefully supervised. These include
the inspection of the animal’s organs to deter-
mine its kosher status, the removal of prohib-
ited fats and the koshering process of soaking,
salting, and washing the meat.

Each of these stages requires experienced
kashrut professionals and trained rabbinic
supervisors. All procedures must be per-
formed with precision while operating with-
in modern facilities that process hundreds of



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

animals each day. Kashrut certification agen-
cies invest tremendous resources to ensure
that kosher beef reaches consumers in full
compliance with halachic requirements.

One of the unique aspects of kosher beef
production is the prohibition against consum-
ing certain portions of an otherwise kosher
animal. Even after a cow has been properly
slaughtered, the Torah prohibits the consump-
tion of specific forbidden fats (cheilev) as well
as certain blood vessels, all of which must be
removed.

Additionally, the Torah prohibits consump-
tion of the Gid HaNasheh (the sciatic nerve).
Chazal further prohibited certain surrounding
tissues associated with the nerve. The removal
of these prohibited portions is a highly special-
ized process, since not all fats are forbidden.
Permitted fats (shurnan) remain allowed, as do
many muscles and tissues surrounding the sci-
atic nerve. Distinguishing between these per-
mitted and prohibited areas requires extensive
knowledge and practical experience.

The individual trained to perform this work
is known as a Menaker. The process, called
Nikkur, is known in Yiddish as treibering
and in English as porging. Unlike many other
areas of halachah, the techniques of nikkur
are based largely upon practical tradition.
The Shulchan Aruch explains that because
this expertise is acquired through hands-on
training rather than written instruction, it
must be transmitted from one generation of
experts to the next.

Although different customs and methods of

nikkur developed over the centuries, the pro-
cess was successfully practiced for generations,
allowing the consumption of the hindquarters
of the animal, including premium cuts such as
the Sheitel, Filet, Sinta, and others.

Over time, however, many Ashkenazic com-
munities gradually discontinued the practice
of nikkur. This eventually became the accept-
ed custom throughout much of the Ashkenazic
world. There remains considerable discussion
among halachic authorities whether limiting
consumption to the forequarters—where virtu-
ally no cheilev is present—is based on a binding
halachic tradition or developed primarily for
practical reasons. Regardless, today there is
relatively little continuous Ashkenazic tradition
regarding the detailed practice of nikkur.

As a result, OU Kosher and virtually all
major kosher certification agencies outside
Israel do not perform nikkur and therefore
certify only the forequarters of the animal
(more precisely, the portion forward of the
twelfth rib). Consequently, the issue of kosher
hindquarters is largely absent from kosher
meat production outside Israel.

5

Check out my new website

PRIVATEHEALTHISRAEL.COM

Norman Zysblat Insurance
WhatsApp 054-425-8671

Free Review of Existing Health Policies
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In Israel, however, the situation is markedly
different. Nikkur has continued to be practiced
for many decades. Although Ashkenazic com-
munities originally performed nikkur even
after the establishment of the State of Israel,
as kosher meat became more readily available
and the economic necessity diminished. Sep-
hardic and Yemenite communities, by contrast,
have maintained a tradition of nikkur.

Today, several Mehadrin kosher certification
agencies in Israel continue to perform nikkur,
maintaining that their methods preserve the
accepted traditions, including those histor-
ically practiced by Ashkenazic authorities.
Consequently, Israeli consumers regularly
encounter both forequarter and hindquarter
cuts. Hindquarter meat is commonly served
in restaurants, hotels, and catering establish-
ments throughout the country and includes
many of the most desirable premium cuts.

Although, as noted above, the widespread
Ashkenazic custom has been to refrain from
consuming hindquarters, practical questions
may arise when one is served such meat as a
guest or when it has been prepared in shared
utensils. In such circumstances, one should
consult a competent halachic authority who is
familiar with the relevant customs and hala-
chic considerations.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
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RARE

NEVE DANIEL

A HOME LIKE NO OTHER

Space, Light & Freedom = Just Minies from ferusalem

Breathtaking Views - bahed in Narural Light
Priced to Sell - podt Mis Oart

it Immense Land - g Opporunay

En AV fillion
ol perty in Efra

You Dese
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All gourjewelrg needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

Keren Or Levy | 054-487-4122
Z4 mownn
= ik AMISHHENCT

ARNONA - Hashofet Haim Cohen St., Anglo speaking
community, 3 large rooms. 80m, 2 full bathrooms,
1+ floor with balcony, covered parking,

2.850.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Haneviim St., modern,
boutique building, 3 rooms, 2 balconies,
furnished, quiet, parking, designed by architect.

3.950.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on one level, 20m
sukkah balcony, 40m? storeroom (office/clinique)

12.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

HAR HOMA
5 rooms turned into 4 spacious rooms, 3rd floor
with elevator, close to public transportation, shops
and shuls, storeroom, private parking.

2.390.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

MEKOR HAIM - 3 rooms, 60m, safe room,
elevator, covered parking.

2.650.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

FOR RENT ARNONA HATZEIRA - Close to Baka,
2 large 3 room apartments, garden/terrace,
furnished, easy access, parking, safe room.

9,500 NIS, AGENTS FEE: 1 MONTH + VAT

44 TORAH TIDBITS 1671 / EIKEV




YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HATR
IN THE GOLAN RAMA

Your new home. In nature. In Katzrin

""We wanted a place for our family- a
vacation home where we could create
amazing memories together.

We love the north, we wanted an Anglo
community, and the private pool was a
real wow! The fact that it was so
affordable made HaRama the clear

Penthouses from 2.2m NIS choice.!

Garden Apartments from 1.85m NIS — Buyer from Ra'anana (April 2026)
Designer Duplexes from 2.95m NIS

Luxury Villas from 5.7m NIS

New premium neighbourhood in Katzrin, designed by award-winning architects
Vacation Home - Investment - Aliyah - Year-round living - Equity Release

Warm, welcoming Anglo community | Mediterranean climate year-round
Zionist purpose | Strong investment potential
Anglo shul | Bet Midrash | Mikveh | Local amenities | Transport links
Option for private swimming pool | Nature, hiking & wine country

For more information or to book a one on one Favourable payment terms
consultation in Ra’anana, Modi’in, Beit Shemesh, on request

Jerusalem, Efrat or Katzrin contact Daniel Cohen:
+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il First units delivery
Spring 2027
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Beautiful
Blessing

“Ve’achalta ve’savata u’veirachta et Hash-
em Elokecha al ha’aretz hatovah asher natan
lach—And you will eat and be sated, and you
shall bless Hashem, your God, for the good
land He has given you.” (Devarim 8:10) This is
the source for Birkat Hamazon in
the Torah. (Berachot 48b)

Let us examine the begin-
ning of the second brachah that
begins with, “Nodeh lecha—We
give thanks to you Hashem, ” to
learn powerful, inspiring insights
and meaning.

Rav Moshe Meir Weiss points
out that Yehoshua composed this brachah
in the plural form to represent Am Yisrael,
thanking Hashem for facilitating the con-
quest and settlement of the land. The bra-
chah continues, “Hashem Elokeinu, ” which,

BROTHERS
~o* MMOVING CO.

=

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt"]

as Rav Dovid Cohen notes, echoes the Torah
commandment, “...u’veirachta et Hashem
Elokecha.” The Beis Aharon zt”l teaches that
the greatest thanks comes from the feeling
that we have a personal relationship with
Hashem.

R Chaim Kanievsky zt”l notes that like the
“Shema, ” each section of Birkat Hamazon
follow a pattern, two words succeeded by
the name of Hashem, “Nodeh lecha Hashem”,
“V’al hakol Hashem”, “Rachem na Hashem”,
“Yiru et Hashem.” This paral-
lel draws our attention to the
importance and primacy of Bir-
kat Hamazon. Just as the Shema
declares the oneness of God, the
brachah we say after a meal testi-
fies to the omnipotence of Hash-
em as the source of everything in
this world.

Eretz Yisrael is described here as an “eretz
chemdah, ” a desirable land. The Midrash
points out, and we have seen with our own
eyes, that every king in the world desires the
land of Israel. The Levush adds that Yehoshua
characterized the land as such, seeing how
passionately his rebbe, Moshe Rabbeinu,
prayed to enter the land. Additionally, accord-
ing to the Midrash, this land is so treasured
and coveted since it is the place where Hash-
em desired to dwell.

The brachah further describes Eretz Yisra-
el as, “tovah u’rechavah, ” good, and spacious.
The Talmud teaches that one only fulfills his
obligation for Birkat Hamazon if he mentions
all three words of praise. The Meiri notes that



using these descriptions follow the known
principle to praise something when mention-
ing it, as Hashem did when He described the
land to Moshe Rabbeinu at the scene of the
burning bush, using the same three words.
The Avudraham zt”1 adds that speaking its
praise fuels one’s desire to connect and bond
with the land.

Accordingly, the Olat Tamid explains that
this brachah is meant to elicit feelings of
gratitude for the gift of Eretz Yisrael, and
appreciation for the opportunity to live in
the land where one can fulfill a mitzvah at
every moment. He further comments that one
should only leave the land under extenuating
circumstances, and even then, only for a short
time, so as not to forgo the chance to observe
this important mitzvah.

It is significant that this brachah expresses
thanks to Hashem first for the land and only
afterward for taking us out of Egypt, when in
fact the events were reversed — we only came
to the land after leaving Egypt! Aish Tamid
explains that we can only appreciate a process
in retrospect. So often we are consumed by a
challenge that it is difficult to fully recognize
the goodness that occurs along the way. Rav
Avraham Schorr shares in Halekach Ve’hale-
buv, that expressing gratitude must include
not only appreciation for salvation but for the
difficulties and troubles as well. By acknowl-
edging the complete picture, we can then real-
ize the kindness and generosity of Hashem in
everything we experience.

T'01
Keep your work abroad

and get paid in Israel

TRI Consulting will charge your employer abroad
and issue you an Israeli payroll

Udi: +972-52-6144-350

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED REAL ESTATE
OPPORTUNITIES IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM

¢ Old City

¢ Jewish Quarter
2 bedrooms
Ground floor

L]
L]
e Small courtyard
¢ Full renovation

3,500,000

NETANYA
e Park Hayam
¢ New building
* 135 sqm
¢ 4 bedrooms
¢ Parking, gym & storage
e Sea view. Must sell

V3,800,000

HERZLIYA
¢ Amazing deal
¢ New building
¢ 3renovated bedrooms
e Parking & storage
e 7 min to IDC
e Motivated seller

V4,000,000

JERUSALEM
Mamilla - Legacy
Garden

3 bedrooms

Turn key

Parking & storage
High end finishes

Price on Request

HADERA

Olga Beach
Penthouse

5 bedrooms

Large terraces
Private pool, Sea views

¢ Price drop

6,700,000

HERZLIYA

Luxury Project
Brand New

2-5 bedrooms
Fitness & yoga center
Presale prices

Starting Price:
V3,340,000

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Carmei Gat | Beit Shemesh

3E +972-54-441-5704

R
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& #E5 KimBashRealEstate.com g = 2
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“+=|7'S TIME FOR
BAIT YERUSHALMI
IN HAR HOMA

BAIT YERUSHALMI ‘BY', one of Jerusalem's leading real estate groups,
brings its signature standard of luxury living to Har Homa.

Two boutique projects featuring apartments with 3-5 bedrooms and penthouses.

MAHARLST |

PRICE PROTECTED
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The balance upon occupancy | INCREASES i’;f,ﬁ,gﬂ?féﬁé

Subject to contractor financing approval and its terms,
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EXPERIENCE AN UNFORGETTABLE

ROSH HASHANAR
INJERUSALEM

Begin the New Year with an meaningful chag at the Ramada Jerusalem

Deluxe accommodation
Full-board gourmet meals, including special simanim by our renowned chef
Jerusalem Rabbinate Mehadrin, OU Glatt, Bishul Yehudi
Inspiring tefillot led by Alex Holz and family | Shiurim and drashot

e
e

A warm, welcoming community atmosphere for families, couples, and guests of all ages
Ramada Jerusalem - where every Rosh Hashanah is a sweet memory

WWW.j com

reserva com | Reser 2-659995(
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Remember
the Journey

As Moshe Rabbeinu prepares us for our
entry into Eretz Yisrael, he is gripped by a
series of profound fears. He worries that we
will be drawn to the worship of lifeless idols
of wood and metal. He fears that prosperity
in Israel will breed arrogance and erode our
awareness of Hashem. He worries that we
will become self-righteous, attributing our
military victories to our own virtue rather
than to Hashem’s promise and kindness.
Self-congratulation breeds complacency and
self-sufficiency.

Most poignantly, Moshe knows that he will
not be there to guide us through this unchart-
ed territory.

REMEMBER THE DESERT

Facing these concerns, Moshe Rabbeinu
repeatedly turns the nation’s attention to
the past. He reminds them that the Hashem
who shattered the might of Egypt will also
deliver the kings of Canaan into their hands.
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Yet memories of Egypt alone will not suffice.
Three times in Parshat Eikev he returns to the
wilderness, urging us to remember the Divine
providence that sustained us. At one point he
becomes remarkably specific: the manna, the
clothing that never wore out, and the feet that
never swelled despite forty years in the des-
ert. As Moshe commands:
Y PREYR N 92710 WK TP TN HIN)
(2:n ©127) 12792 MY Y2

“You shall remember the entire journey
along which Hashem your God led you during
these forty years in the wilderness.”

AMBIVALENT MEMORIES

This was a bold gamble. The wilderness
experience was, by and large, a tragic one.
The first year and a half after leaving Egypt
was marked by a series of rebellions, culmi-
nating in the sin of the spies, which doomed
that generation to wander the desert until it
died out. Thirty-eight years later, after nearly
the entire generation had perished, the trag-
edies still had not ended. Twenty-four thou-
sand more died in the aftermath of the sin of
Pe’or.

The wilderness was not simply a story
of miracles, but of miracles and failures, of
extraordinary faith alongside devastating
spiritual collapse.

A midrash in Shir Hashirim Rabbah (3:1)
sums up the mixed legacy of those forty years:
12 NMN.I2THN I NNIPA LLI2TIN I MDY
72702 YO 17N RNY 12 PYNY " INR.IITIN

227N 2 Y AN 1270 13 XD NP0

Her ascent came from the wilderness... her
death came from the wilderness. Her Torah



came from the wilderness; the Mishkan came
from the wilderness ... Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai said: In the wilderness they became
burdened (or: they complained), and in the
wilderness they cast it off.

Undoubtedly, we were eager to turn the
page on the frustration and futility of those
difficult forty years. Yet Moshe refuses to
allow us to forget. Instead, he insists that we
remember the entire journey.

Although entry into Eretz Yisrael marks a
new era, Moshe is determined to preserve
continuity with the past. He does not want
this generation to think they are starting over.

The desert taught enduring lessons about
faith, loyalty, and Divine providence. The
spectacular miracles of the wilderness would
not be repeated in the same overt fashion in
Eretz Yisrael. There, Hashem’s hand would
be hidden behind nature, history, and poli-
tics. Remembering the desert would help us
recognize Him even when He was less visible.

The wilderness also taught painful lessons
about the fragility of faith. Before we grow
too confident in the permanence of the Beit
Hamikdash or Jewish sovereignty, we are
meant to remember how quickly spiritual
greatness can unravel. Mere weeks after hear-
ing Hashem’s voice at Sinai, we fashioned a
golden calf. Only months later, standing at
the threshold of destiny, we rejected the very
gift of Israel. The desert reminds us that even
extraordinary religious experiences do not
guarantee enduring faith.

That generation had been granted the
extraordinary privilege of entering and set-
tling Eretz Yisrael. Life in the Land would
demand new ways of thinking, new respon-
sibilities, and new opportunities to serve
Hashem. They would cultivate fields, defend
their borders, build a government, and create
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a society guided by Torah. Yet despite these
profound changes, they must never imagine
that they were starting over.

Our generation faces a similar challenge.
Life in the modern State of Israel presents the
same challenge of blending the old with the
new, of combining tradition with innovation.
We believe that we have entered a new stage
of Jewish history, one that, Iy”H, will ultimate-
ly lead to the end of history. We are confront-
ing questions Jews could only dream about
for nearly two thousand years: how to govern
a Jewish state, how to build a society shaped
by Jewish values, and how to bring Torah into
every area of national life.

Many mitzvot that lay dormant throughout
exile have returned to the center of Jewish
life. Jewish sovereignty has reopened entire
areas of halachah that had remained largely
theoretical throughout the centuries of exile.
Returning to our homeland has created reli-
gious opportunities previous generations
could scarcely imagine.

We are trying to reverse one of exile’s deep-
est legacies—its splintering of the Jewish peo-
ple. Centuries of dispersion gave rise to dif-
ferent communities, customs, and traditions.
In Israel, we are challenged to weave these
diverse strands back into a shared national
fabric. At the same time, we are building a
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common future with fellow Jews who do not
yet share the same level of religious commit-
ment. Since 1948, Jewish history has entered
unfamiliar territory.

Moshe’s warning feels especially relevant in
Israel. So much has changed, and it is easy to
feel as though we are living through a com-
plete break with the past. We aren’t. We are
adding a new chapter to a story that began
long before us.

The challenge is to cultivate a pioneering
spirit while remaining deeply faithful to our
past. This is what makes religious life in Israel
so different from religious life in the Diaspo-
ra. In Chutz LaAretz, the primary religious
instinct is preservation—to safeguard the
mesorah and faithfully transmit it from one
generation to the next. Continuity remains the
defining principle.

In Israel, the primary impulse is one of
renewal and change. Every day presents new
religious and national challenges. That is
exactly why Moshe’s warning is so important.
We are building something new, but it must
grow out of everything that came before it.

EXILE WAS NOT A HIATUS

This tension between continuity and renew-
al did not begin in our generation. This temp-
tation has deep historical and cultural roots.
The founding fathers of secular Zionism—to
whom we owe an enormous debt—were
nevertheless determined to break from the
previous two thousand years of Jewish expe-
rience. The image of the weak, powerless Jew
wandering through exile stood in sharp con-
trast to the proud, self-reliant Jew defending
his homeland. Exile was often portrayed as a
long interruption in Jewish history, with the
true story of the Jewish people resuming only
with the rebirth of the State of Israel.

We must not accept that narrative. Galut
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was a punishment, and many of the fullest
expressions of Jewish life could not be real-
ized without a homeland. Yet those centuries
weren’t empty. Across the globe, we built
vibrant communities, produced towering
Torah scholarship, and fashioned a rich reli-
gious world that endured despite persecution
and displacement. Within the walls of the
Beit Midrash we created an eternal spiritual
universe that no hostile society could destroy.
Without the faith, sacrifice, and resilience of
those generations, there would have been no
Jewish people to return home in 1948.

Perhaps that is why I sometimes think we
need to create a Jewish legacy trip for young
Israelis—one that takes them to the communi-
ties from which their parents and grandpar-
ents came.

Let them see the courage and commitment
that sustained Jewish life in exile. Let them see
how deeply Jews throughout the world cher-
ished Eretz Yisrael, prayed for it, sacrificed for
it, and eventually helped rebuild it. Let them
see that the road home did not begin in 1948.
It was not merely a story of darkness, frustra-
tion, and helplessness. It was also a story of
faith, creativity, endurance, and hope.

Standing once again in our own Eretz Yisra-
el, Moshe’s charge remains as relevant as ever:
“You shall remember the entire journey.” m
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Can a Mother Forget?

YESHAYAHU 49:14-51:3

Now that Tisha B’Av has passed, how are
we expected to move on from the mourning
of the Nine Days? Can mourning be turned on
and off like a light switch?

We spend seven weeks reading Haftarot of
consolation. Perhaps Chazal understood that
genuine comfort cannot be rushed. Just as our
national mourning unfolds gradually, so too
does our healing. While weddings celebra-
tions have begun, we refrain from initiating
court cases because the shadow of the Chur-
ban still lingers. If we are truly mourning,
consolation cannot come overnight. It must
be rebuilt, one step at a time.

That is precisely where this week’s Haftorah
begins — not with redemption, but with raw
emotion. Zion cries,)n2vY 'm0 121y, Hashem
has abandoned me; Hashem has forgotten me.
The progression is striking. To feel abandoned
is painful; to feel forgotten is even more so.
Abandonment suggests distance. Forgetting
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suggests that the relationship itself has been
lost.

Hashem does not answer with an explana-
tion. Instead, He responds with the strongest
relationship we know: DN ,A21y NYX N2YNN
7M1 )2 Can a woman forget her nursing
child, cease to have compassion on the child
she bore?

The Malbim notes that the verse deliberate-
ly describes two dimensions of motherhood.
“a'ny” is the nursing infant, wholly dependent
on its mother in the present. “mupa ]2” is the
child she carried in her womb, recalling a
bond that began long before birth. Together,
they encompass the deepest attachment a
human being can experience. Hashem offer
His reassurance: X *21X) ,NN2YR NPX D)
INOUN. Even if such a thing were possible, I will
never forget you.

Perhaps this is the purpose of the Shivah
D’Nechemta. Healing does not begin by
erasing our grief, but by restoring our trust.
Before the navi speaks of redemption, he first
restores our confidence in the relationship
itself. The journey back to Zion begins with
the assurance that, even in exile, Hashem has
never forgotten His people. B

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
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Asher Yatzar:
A Moment to Stop and Focus

When my seven year old daughter Ayelet
walks out of the bathroom, she doesn't rush
back to what she was doing. Instead, she stops,
stands completely still, and recites Asher
Yatzar slowly and with complete concentra-
tion. She does this numerous times a day and
has been doing it ever since she was three! .

Watching her always gives me pause. Here
is a little girl who instinctively understands
that this bracha deserves her full attention.
Every time I see her, I ask myself: When was
the last time I truly stopped to appreciate the
incredible miracle my body has just performed?

Not long ago, I was reminded of this lesson
in a very different way. As I sat writing this
article, sipping a cup of coffee, a large gulp
somehow went down the wrong pipe. What
should have happened? The coffee should
have continued into my airway, interfered
with my breathing, and sent me rushing to

e W S Y
llﬂw e BeyonthshaBav

lee Kiddush Hashém,.q

Greet everyone with a smile. .
Judge others favorably.

Forgive a friend, spouse, relative,
neighbor, or co-worker.

J‘og‘ether we can brmg‘ the Geulah
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the emergency room. Instead, before I even
had time to realize what was happening, my
body sprang into action. Instinctively, I began
coughing, expelling the coffee and protecting
me from serious harm.

Is that unusual? Not at all. In fact, it's so
ordinary that I didn't even think to mention it
to anyone afterwards. I certainly wasn't going
to recite Birkat HaGomel. It was simply one
of the countless miracles our bodies perform
every single day—miracles we rarely stop to
notice.

That, in essence, is what the bracha of Asher
Yatzar is all about: recognizing and appreciat-
ing the extraordinary miracles hidden within
the ordinary functioning of our bodies.

We recite Asher Yatzar each time we use
the bathroom (Gemara Berachot 60b). In
addition, the Rama writes that it is considered
one of the morning blessings and should be
recited first thing in the morning, beginning
our day by acknowledging these remarkable,
often-overlooked miracles.

The Mashgiach of Ponevezh used to say
that the functioning of all of the body's sys-
tems is an even greater miracle than Yetzias
Mitzrayim. The more one studies medicine
and learns anatomy, the more one comes to
appreciate the incredible wisdom reflected
in the human body. Examining the digestive



system, the reproductive system, or any other
aspect of the body's design should naturally
lead us to a profound recognition of, gratitude
to, and love for Hashem.

Let's take a closer look at some of the phras-
es in this beautiful bracha.

715N DTRN NN ¥ WX — Who formed man
with wisdom. Hashem created the human
body with infinite wisdom, providing every
detail necessary for it to function properly.
This phrase can also be understood another
way: Hashem created man with the innate
instincts that keep us away from danger—for
example, avoiding rotten food or blinking
when something approaches the eye.

919N 0°99N 0221 B3P 12 XY — He cre-
ated within him many openings and many hol-
low spaces. Rashi (Gemara Brachot) explains
that if one of the body's openings, such as the
mouth or nose, were completely blocked, or if
one of its enclosed organs, such as the heart or
intestines, were to rupture, life itself would be

a fraction of the body's incredible complexi-
ty. When we praise Hashem for creating the
human body, we acknowledge that although
we may not understand the purpose of every
organ and every system, He knows precisely
why each one was created.

The mention of 91> 80> 19Y is particular-
ly striking. One might have thought that it is
inappropriate to mention the Kisei HaKavod
in a blessing associated with the bathroom.
More broadly, many people feel uncomfort-
able making a bracha about something as
mundane as bodily functions.

The Gra teaches the opposite. This bra-
cha reminds us that Hashem's involvement
extends to every aspect of our lives. Not only
is the creation of the body itself guided by
Divine wisdom, but every one of its daily func-
tions, even the body's elimination of waste, is
carried out under Hashem's constant supervi-
sion and Divine Providence.

N DONN THX ONO? INX ONN THXR NNH* DORY

impossible.

77125 RDS *19Y 1T N9 — It
is revealed and known before
Your Throne of Glory. Rav
Shaul Rubin, author of Tziyunei
Derech, explains that there is still
so much we do not know about
the human body. For many | |
years, doctors believed that the
appendix served no purpose
and routinely removed it during
other abdominal surgeries.
Only later did researchers dis-
cover that it plays an important
role in maintaining healthy gut

bacteria. 1.
This reminds us that even "{(.

with all the advances of modern | ! N

medicine, we understand only * L\

Asher Yatzar s\ )

The Mashgiach of Ponevezh i
used to say that the functioning
of all of the body's systems is an
even greater miracle than

Yetziat Mitzrayim!

The more one studies medicine and
learns anatomy, the more one can
appreciate all of the amazing details
found within the human body.

Analyzing the digestive system or the
reproductive system, or any other
aspect of the body should automatically
bring us to an overwhelming recognition
and love for Hashem.

}: Cut and paste into your siddur
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P19% TNy, DpnnY YWHN — If one of them
were to be opened when it should be closed,
or closed when it should be open, it would be
impossible to survive and stand before You.

The continued functioning of our bod-
ies depends on countless delicate systems
working together in perfect harmony. The
slightest malfunction can have devastating
consequences, reminding us how complete-
ly dependent we are upon Hashem every
moment.

NMYYY NXPHHNMY WA Y5 XD N NNR P2 -
Blessed are You, Hashem, Who heals all flesh
and performs wonders.

Here we acknowledge not only the extraor-
dinary design of the human body, but also its
remarkable ability to heal itself. Cuts close,
bones mend, infections are fought, and count-
less repairs take place every day without our
even being aware of them. The combined
operation of all these intricate systems truly
is niwy"? X79n, nothing short of wondrous.

The Chofetz Chaim taught that reciting
Asher Yatzar with concentration is a segulah
for good health, and many inspiring stories
have been shared illustrating this idea. One
such story involves a twenty-year-old yeshi-
va student, Yossi Hecht, who underwent a
ten-hour surgery to remove a spinal tumour.
Following the operation, he was unable to
relieve himself without the aid of a catheter.
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Two hundred of his friends accepted upon
themselves to stand still while reciting Ash-
er Yatzar, saying every word with complete
concentration. Two days later, the catheter
was removed, and he was able to function
independently.

Let’s try and follow the lead of these 200
Yeshiva students and of my 7 year old daugh-
ter Ayelet to stop, stand still, and give this bra-
cha the attention it deserves. Even if we begin
with just one Asher Yatzar each day, perhaps
the first one we recite in the morning, and say
it slowly and with genuine concentration, it
can transform the way we view our bodies
and our relationship with Hashem. m
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Shabat elevator

116 sgm
3 rooms
Premium finishes
2 balconies
Parking & storage
/20,000/month 5,650,000 NIS

‘Wm‘"‘ il ; ALREADY
sl 1EBRON FUND - HEB RO,
_ Letus hOwa.n
VISIT THE PARENTS ON A
. L new sijte to the

AMILY FRIENDLY—— ‘o=

~

: ~
-
i Visit HebronFunq.org
to view upcoming ¥
tour dates

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.
Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!
GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM

OFFICE: 718-677-6886 TOURS: ® 052-431-7055 - tour@hebronfund.org ?E‘:'.:r-

www.hebronfund.org
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SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot (5:16):
Supreme Tzedaka

“There are four types of givers of
tzedaka:...he who gives and wishes
others to give is a pious person...”
(Pirkei Avot 5:16)

EXEMPLARY GIVING

The Talmud (Berachot 58b) tells the story of
two rabbis who, when walking past the for-
mer residence of the great sage, Rav Chana
bar Chanilai, reminisced about the extraor-
dinary charity which was performed in that
home: “Sixty bakers baked breads day and
night for the needy; Rav Chana bar Chanilai
kept his wallet with him at all times so that
he need not cause a beggar to wait unneces-
sarily; there were four entrances made avail-
able for those in need to enter, and in times of
desperate need, wheat and barley would be
placed outside the home so even those who
were not impoverished could take without
embarrassment.

Rav Kook exquisitely suggested that the
saintly practices of the great sage illustrate
four ways one is to endeavor to give tzedaka
in the most exemplary fashion.

The description of sixty bakers baking
bread represents that the abundant and
plentiful gifts that God bestows on us should
be lovingly shared with others. Providing for
others with an open heart and giving to others
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in abundance is emblematic of the overflow-
ing kindness of a Jewish heart.

Second, Rabbi Chanilai was mindful to
always have his wallet in close proximity so
that he could immediately give charity to oth-
ers. Tzedaka must also be given with extreme
sensitivity so that the recipient does not suf-
fer any loss of dignity. When the recipient is
forced to wait, or worse, to ask a second or a
third time, he suffers further embarrassment.

Rav Kook offered a novel interpretation to
the description of the Rabbi Chanilai’s home
being “open to all four directions.” Often
people are particular on judging whether the
organization or individual that he is giving
to aligns with their own viewpoint. One who
sincerely and wholeheartedly gives tzedaka
is much less concerned about others’ specific
viewpoints. A person in need is a person in
need. The righteous give tzedeka to a wide
variety of people with a generous heart no
matter which "direction” they come from or
viewpoint they maintain.

Finally, one who gives tzedaka in the most
elevated fashion does not seek recognition.
Making it possible for people to receive the
donation without the giver being present
or known is an unadulterated act of righ-
teousness. In the Talmudic passage above,
Rabbi Chanilai placed the “wheat and barley



outside” - which is emblematic of giving with
the purest of intent and not in order to bolster
one’s own personal fame or glory.
THE SCHOOL CHILDREN’S
GIMEL AND DALET

Another stunning Talmudic passage teach-
es the lesson of giving tzedaka with sensitivity
and care. In this teaching, it is the very shape
of the Hebrew letters which convey this essen-
tial lesson.

The Talmud reports that young school chil-
dren, stepping out of their school building,
offered their interpretation of the message
contained in the shapes of the letters gimel
and dalet and say that they represent the
relationship between the giver and the poor
person. The letter gimel is similar to the term
gomel which means to give, and the dalet is
similar to the word dal (poor), representing
the impoverished. The shape of the gimel, say
the children, looks similar to a stick figure of a
person with two legs. The gimel, with its front
leg extended, is pursuing the dalet, the poor
person and seizing the opportunity to give
tzedaka. (Shabbat 104a)

Additionally, say the youngsters: “Why does
the dalet turn its face away from the gimel?
[To show that the giver] should give [the poor
person] clandestinely, so that [the poor per-
son] will not be ashamed of him.” Rav Kook
comments: “The giver is obligated to protect
the basic element of the recipient's dignity
in order not to debase the nobility of engag-
ing in the mitzvah of giving charity...and the
effort must be great.” (Ain Aya, Shabbat, Vol.
2, Chapter 12, #16).

It is noteworthy that this lesson, emphasiz-
ing the need to be compassionate and sensi-
tive to the feelings of the impoverished, is spe-
cifically being articulated by school-children.
They instinctively perceived these lessons

BenZimra =

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

GREAT INVESTMENT IN RASKO CLOSE TO
KATAMON - Nice 3 rooms + garden, with potential
for 4 new room apt: 97m, 12m balcony with view,
storageroom, parking, rented 6000 Nis/month,
2,950,000 Nis

GREAT INVESTMENT ON RACHEL IMENOU ST
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master
bedroom, sunny, quiet, rented 7500 Nis/month,
Exclusive, 3,400,000 Nis

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON, GANEI ZION - Large

4 room apt, 105m, in a modern building with Shabbat
elevator, balcony with view to the park, good shape,
large living room, master bedroom, mamad, quiet,
storage room, double parking, 4,700,000 Nis

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY WITH
GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m private
garden, in a modern building, large living room,
master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem

Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

simply by noting the unique forms of certain
Hebrew letters.

Perhaps the Talmud is emphasizing that
these truths are basic to the human condi-
tion. Even a child at a young age recognizes
these values to be foundational and true. Thus
the Talmud is suggesting that when it comes
to helping others it would be wise for us to
return to the innocent child-like response of
natural sensitivity to the suffering of another
person.

“THE NECKLACE WAS MEANT FOR YOU”

Acts of tzedaka come in many forms. The
following moving episode tells the story of Rav
Aryeh Levin’s pious wife and an act of tzeda-
ka directed toward her beloved sister; how
her act of exquisite selfishness ensured that
peace and love would continually flourish in
the family.

Rav Aryeh’s wife was Tzipora Chana
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Shapira, daughter of Rav Dovid Shapira, the
eminent rav of Kovno, and sister of Rebbetzin
Malka Frank, wife of Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank,
the eminent rav of Yerushalayim. When Tzi-
pora Chana left for her aliyah to Eretz Yisrael
her father gifted her a precious pearl neck-
lace which belonged to her mother who had
passed away at a relatively young age. He felt
that this could also be helpful to her if she
was ever desperate for funds when facing the
adversities of her new life in Palestine.

When she met her sister in Jerusalem
for the first time, her sister, Malka Frank,
inquired if she knew the whereabouts of
their mother’s precious pearl necklace. She
expressed her hope that she would be able to
have at least one item which could be inher-
ited as a keepsake and hold on to a tangible
memorial from her mother.

Before she even finished speaking, Tzipo-
ra Chana presented her sister with the pearl
necklace, and, with fullness of heart said, "Our
father actually sent the necklace with me in
order to give it to you.”

Rav Simcha Shlomo Levin, Rav Aryeh and Tzi-
pora Chana’s son, would later report that he can
testify to the fact that his mother, the righteous
Tzipora Chana, never for a moment regretted
giving her sister the inner-joy and satisfaction
of owning and frequently wearing her mother’s
pearls. (Derech Avot, Sternberg, pp. 272-273).

THE REBBETZIN’S BURIAL PLACE

Rav Aryeh Levin often made reference to
the remarkable conduct of the Jewish people’s
matriarch, Rachel. She selflessly allowed her sis-
ter to take her place and marry her beloved Yaa-
kov, not knowing what the future would hold.
In a word, our mother Rachel heroically relin-
quished her own hopes and dreams in order to
protect the honor and dignity of her older sister.
Rav Aryeh suggested that it is for this reason that
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praying at her burial place - Kever Rachel - has
special significance. She personified concern
with the needs of others and placing those who
are suffering first and foremost.

Rav Aryeh beautifully added that for this
reason he felt that it is especially propitious
to pray at the burial place of his wife, Reb-
betzin Tzipora Chana. She was a holy woman
because she personified the character trait of
relinquishing was rightfully hers for the sake
of others who would benefit. Her first concern
was that others be alleviated of their pain and
help them feel more joy and blessing in their
lives. (Ibid.) m

- Uk Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
0o58-558-2630

All brands, all models

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh
and evenywhere in between.
Service within 24 hours.




How Hard Can It Be
To Rent Out My Apartment
In Rechavia?

| have a 145-meter ground floor apartment in Rechavia that's been a bit
difficult torent out. The problem is it’s on the ground floor and only 2 out of 3.5
bedrooms get sunlight from the patio. One large bedroom also serves as a
Mamad and never had a window. The Master Bedroom has an on-suite
bathroom, plus there’s a large dining/living room, a second bathroom, a
substantial washer/dryer room, and a cozy alcove.

If the criteria was only “Location! Location! Location! | could easily rent the
apartment for 15,000 nis. After all, there’s a kid’s park across the street, a 24/6
grocery store and a quality fruit and vegetable store right up the block, 4 shuls
withina 7 minute walk, and lots of buses.

But it is what it is and all I'm asking is just 11,500 nis, and offering FREE
Arnona and Utilities!

Can you solve my problem? Call or WhatsApp Yaacov 050-361-2342

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
YAHRZEIT EVENT IN MEMORY OF

@ﬂéé& gﬂf%/ WM ZT'L

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2026 - 7"5Wn 2R 2"

MINCHA AT 7:00 PM - PROGRAM BLGINS AT 7:20 PM

BEI'T KNESSET HANASSI
24 USSISHKIN ST - JERUSALEM

e ()

I8P OU
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RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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We will soon complete building
a tzimmer (vacation cabin) attached to my
house (separate entrance). I will definitely
put mezuzot up, even if just for the “feel” or
protection, but am I really obligated, since I
do not live there? I guess that will determine
whether I make a beracha or not.

The gemara (Bava Metzia 101b)
does say that the obligation of putting up
mezuzot on rental property is on the rent-
er, implying not on the landlord (see also
Avoda Zara 21a). While this is practical for
a lengthy rental, a tzimmer owner could not
expect that vacationers will bring mezuzot
with them. Actually, though, the vacationers
do not need them. True, in Eretz Yisrael, a
renter is required to affix mezuzot right away,

www.bitondeals.com Owner Operator - Uzi Bi(on@

68 TORAH TIDBITS 1671 / EIKEV

as opposed to in chutz la’aretz, where there
is a 30-day “grace” period (Menachot 44a;
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 286:22). Howev-
er, even in Eretz Yisrael, one who stays in a
pundak (an inn for travelers — Rashi ad loc.)
is exempt from mezuza (ibid.). This applies
to hotels and tzimmers as well (Chovat Hadar
3:5), atleast for 30 days (see S’dei Chemed vol.
V, p. 63; Mishneh Halachot IV:134).

Then, the question becomes — if your guests
are exempt, does that mean you are obli-
gated? This depends on the rationale of the
gemara (Bava Metzia 101a) that mezuza is the
obligation of the dar (the renter who is living
there). Some posit that if one owns a house
but does not live in it (i.e., the landlord) he is
fundamentally exempt from mezuza (Tosafot,
Avoda Zara 21a). If so, if you never use the
tzimmer as part of your “living quarters, ” you
should not be obligated. On the other hand,
Rav Yehonatan (cited in Shita Mekubetzet,
Bava Metzia 101b) posits that according to
Torah law, the landlord is obligated in mezu-
za, but they obligated the renter because he is
the one who benefits from the mezuza’s pro-
tection. According to this latter approach, if
the guests are not obligated during their insuf-
ficiently significant stint, the owner would be
obligated.

Even if a permanent landlord is not obli-
gated on any level in attaching mezuzot, you
might be obligated. One possibility is that the
fact that you are dealing with the tzimmer
commerecially, to make money, on an ongoing
basis rather than on a one-time basis, makes
it considered a use of the money maker (see



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
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Enhancing Jewisir Life

Torat Hamezuzah p. 104). This is enhanced if,
as proprietor, you often have to go in and take
care of the tzimmer (see Igrot Moshe, Yoreh
Deah II, 141). Also, the Shevet Halevi (II:156)
says that even if hospital patients do not
require a mezuza on their room (due to the
nature of the stay), a Jewish hospital would
require mezuzot on all its doors. This is not
only because the Jewish staff frequent the
rooms, but also because of the Jewish owner-
ship. (He does not discuss whether they are
affixed with a beracha.)

The approach that the owner does not
need to live there like a home depends on the
question of mezuzot for the workplace (which
we discussed in Living the Halachic Process,
I:G-4). The Rambam (Mezuza 6:9, accepted
by the Shulchan Aruch, YD 286:11) says that
a store in a marketplace does not require
mezuzot seems to imply that mezuza requires
domestic living. However, some attribute the
Rambam’s exemption to other factors - it is
used only in the daytime; the market was only
on certain days. Still, most poskim suggest not
making a beracha on attaching the mezuza to
a commercial space due to doubt about the

requirement (see LTHP ibid.).

The simplest advice is to affix the mezu-
zot without a beracha. If you want to find a
way to make a beracha appropriate, you can
use the tzimmer for personal needs either
before turning it commercial or even after-
wards, if you do so from time to time. This
includes having close family and friends being
semi-frequent occupants, as many consider
the living use of such people like your own
(see Torat Hamezuza ibid.). Note common
practice is that one who moves into a house
that has a room set aside as a guest room
affixes a mezuza on it without a beracha, even
if the guests are not constant!

Having a dispute?

L) For a Din Torah in English
i, or Hebrew contact:
- -
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

MY NI
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial

\S

SHIMOFF AZOULAY

Law Firm

Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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UPCOMING ISRAEL EVENTS

THE DAY THE DEVIL WENT ON
TRIAL: TEL AVIV BOOK LAUNCH

Please join us for a conversation and book signing
with author, Rabbi lan Pear!
Sunday, August 2 | NBN TLV Center

SAL GAL
NITZACHOMN
HARUACH

SAL GAL NITZACHON HARUACH

Nefesh B'Nefesh invites Olim to experience first-hand the Winning
Spirit Basketball Tournament! Featuring a special opportunity to
watch and participate in wheelchair basketball games.

Sunday, August 2 | YMCA, Jerusalem

PERSOMNAL
FINANCE
HELP DESK

.~

PERSONAL FINANCE HELP DESK
Have questions about your personal finances? Register
today for a meeting with Suzy Kahati, certified family
financial advisor & mediator!

Monday, August 3 | NBN TLV Center

Tuesday, August 11| NBN TLV Center

TECHNOLOGY MADE SIMPLE
Join Nefesh B'Nefesh for a fun, hands-on afternoon to
boost your digital skills and make life in Israel easier!

MAHJONG AFTERNOON w
Join us for a lively afternoon of Mahjong—where every tile brings

excitement, connection, and the chance to show off your skills.
Tuesday, August 11| NBN TLV Center

VOTING IN
US ELECTIONS

ERG ERARL

e

US EMBASSY VOTING FROM ISRAEL

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh and the US Embassy in person or virtually
to learn about the process of voting via absentee ballot in US
Elections following Aliyah.

In Person | Wednesday, August 12 | Online | Sunday, August 16




WO)Nefesh
] VO)2 B'Nefesh

B4 | The Israel
l‘l Calendar

The best place to find events for Olim
happening all over Israel!

The Israel Calendar is your go-to place for exciting virtual and in-person English-
speaking events taking place all over the country. From social gatherings and
networking opportunities to workshops, classes, and community experiences,
connect with like-minded Anglos and build your community in your new home.

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your
program with the Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.
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®.ANSWERS

NBN Answers is available to answer your
post-Aliyah questions and provide guidance
by phone at *3680 or answers@nbn.org.il,
Sunday - Thursday 9am-5pm.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
AYELET GLATT | Head of Diaspora and Olim

W NYH
5”1 102N IPHR OV 12 PN’ PRND

What Do
We Share?

One of the most delicate parts of being a
Shagrir (ambassador) is knowing how to
hold two important values at the same time:
protecting the privacy of the person we are
representing, while also making sure the
other side has the information they need in
order to make a real decision.

At our recent Shagririm Balev Shabbat
for head volunteers, we had the privilege
of learning together with Rabbanit Sharon
Rimon about these types of situations. We
spoke about the moments where there is no
obvious answer, where honesty, sensitivity,
privacy, and responsibility all come into play.

I want to share one of the dilemmas we
discussed. I'm intentionally not sharing the
“answer, ” because these are exactly the

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished, brand new building on
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 4 room
apartment, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat elevator. From 3.79m NIS

Shachrai Street, Bayit Vega
Ground floor 4 rooms, nicely renovated,
2.5 bathrooms. 2.97m NIS

For Rent on Derech Beit Lechem 158
4 rooms, 100m, Shabbat Elevator, view, parking,
12m mirpeset. 8200NIS/month
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conversations we, as ambassadors, need to
think about together.

Elad is a wonderful young man.

He has excellent middot, works hard, is
loved by his friends and family, and every-
one who knows him speaks highly of him.

Someone wants to suggest him to Shira.

While making inquiries, they discover a
complicated detail: Elad’s older brother has
a significant criminal past. Several years ago,
he was involved in serious situations, served
time in prison, and even today there is still
some complexity surrounding him and the
family.

Elad’s ambassador, who knows him well,
says:

"Elad is not his brother. Why should Shira
reject someone because of something he didn’t
do? Elad has built his own life, and he should
be judged by who he is.”

But Shira’s ambassador sees it differently:

"If they get married, she won’t only be con-
nected to Elad, she will also become part of
his family. Maybe this is something she should
know before stepping in."”

So what is the right thing to do?

Is information about a sibling’s past some-
thing that belongs in the conversation when
suggesting someone?

Does it make a difference how close Elad is
to his brother? Would we look at it different-
ly if this was a sibling who is very involved in
the family’s daily life, compared to someone
who's “cut out”?

Who should make the decision about
sharing this information: Elad himself, the



ambassador, or the person on the other side?

And perhaps the hardest question: when
information has the potential to cause some-
one to reject a wonderful person before ever
meeting them, are we protecting them by
sharing it, or are we taking away an oppor-
tunity unfairly?

These questions are not easy. That is exact-
ly why they are important.

As ambassadors, we are not only match-
makers. We are people who are trusted with
someone’s story. That trust requires us to see
the whole person, to act with sensitivity, and
to recognize that every detail carries weight.

There is no single rule that can answer
every situation. Each person, each family,
and each circumstance requires thought and
care.

And this is only one example.

During the Shabbat, we continued explor-
ing other situations where the answer is
not always simple. For example: What
about a 22-year-old who was married for
two months and divorced, and now finds
it difficult to find a shidduch? Should we
leave it to him to share this part of his story,
or is it our responsibility to make sure this
information is known before they meet?
And what about someone with a medical
issue that isn’t visible at first glance? Or
someone who went through a period of life
when they were not religious, but has since
gone through a deep process of change?
When do we share? When do we wait? And
how do we make sure that in our effort to
be responsible, we never forget the person
behind the information?

And perhaps that is the most important
part of being a Shagrir: not having all the
answers, but being willing to ask the right
questions.

Ay
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EFE en.shagririm.org.il
B 0585323242

0) »

BRTHADOX JCT MIZRACHI

Uit

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

(@
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 Halzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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BUT... DON'T YOU THINK FHOWH T RUSH OUT TO WORK

L YOU'VE FORGOTTEN SOMETHING? WITHOUT REMEMBERING T0 TAKE

A EVERYTHING | NEED... ‘

LIKE TROUSERS,

FOR IRSTANCE...

BUT THOSE ARE MINOR DETAILS, |
WOULD NEVER FORGET SOMETHING
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',l JUST WANT TO PROTECT YOU FROM ALL
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DEAD SEA MUD?
YOUR ORDERED ME A BASKETFUL OF...
A LOAD OF VARIATIONS OF... ¢

WHY, THE LAND OF ISRAEL'S BOUNTY
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WHEAT, BARLEY, GRAPES, FIBS... ETC...
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B LAND WHOSE VERY STONES KRE AS VALUABLE
AS METAL, AHD FROM WHOSE WILLS YOU SHsLL

WEW COPPERY A LAND THAT WAS ENERYTHING W ITY"

I 15 HOLY A AL
_‘h___E‘l'fN TS MWD 15 HOLY AND SPECIAL

FOR IS THAT HOT WHAT IS 50 SPECIAL ABOUT
THE LAND OF ISRAEL 7! HOLINESS HERE 1S NOT
THEORETICAL OR PHILOSOPHICAL! 1T'S 50 REAL
YOU CAN MASSAGE ITINTO YOUR SKIN!

(HARMING THOUGHT.
AND TO THINK | THOUGHT
THE"SURPRISE™ BIT OF |
THIS SURPRISE PICHIC
WAS THE PLANKING!
| DIDN'T REALISE THE
MENU WAS MEANT TO BE
S0 SURPRISIHGLY
MupDY!

THANK YOU, DARLING.
BAGELS WOULD BE

ER...HO. DRATTED lel}-'\
CORRECT TYPING MUST
HAVE MESSED UP MY
GO0GLE SEARCH.

"BEATY BASKET"
INSTEAD OF "BOURTY
BASKET" ...

I'LL ORDER US
SOME BAGELS.

| WILL HOT LET
THIS HAPPEN AGAIN!

PERFECT.

STILL... WHILE HOT ENTIRELY
EDVBLE, THIS BASKET 15 A LOVELY
AND PATRIOTIC GIFT...

IT MAY HOT BE
"FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD,"
BUT IT CERTAINLY 15..._

DO | FEEL A 50HG
COMING ONT

ER.. HELLD?

e
MDY
RO, MDY GLORIDUS
ROTHING QUITE \."i'ﬁ.':n: ;
FOR (OOLMG THE BLE‘__

ER... BENTZI YERUSHALMI?

YOUR ORDER?
OUR FINEST SELECTION
FOR THE LOVELY LADY?

WHAT'S HE
HOLDING?!
——

0K, LET ME GUESS...
]

ER...
SURPRISE!




TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

JULIA BROWN
CHAI SUMMER MADRICHA

Parshat Eikev opens with the phrase:
NN DLIYRD NN PYAYA 2RY M)

I saw a really nice idea from Sivan Rahav-
Meir on the word eikev, which literally means
“heel.” Rashi explains that it’s referring to the
small mitzvot, the ones people tend to step
on or brush aside because they don’t seem so
important. We usually think spirituality has
to come from big, meaningful moments, but
the Torah is shifting our focus to the simple,
everyday things.

Then the parsha describes Hashem:

N7 MWD TN H-ND

But right after that, what does Hashem actu-
ally do?

N'70w1 DNY i7 NN7 13 20K NINTNI DIN! VYN NYY

It’s all about the small, human things: tak-
ing care of people, noticing who needs some-
thing, giving in a real, practical way. That’s
what real greatness looks like.

And it connects to how we influence the
people around us:

HILLEL KRIEF
YOUR LOCAL

CARMEI GAT
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Living in Carmei Gat and helping families with

s =7~ R

BUTING & REMTALS PREMOVE- PROPERTY
SELLING ABUSTANCE  MARAGEMENT

() +972 58 609 5129 Jam=rs
y BEIT HILLEL
&} beithillelhomes.com
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It’s not about big speeches. It’s the in-be-
tween moments: walking somewhere, sitting
at home, dealing with something small or
annoying. That’s when people are actually
watching and learning from us-how we speak,
how we react, and how we treat others.

This Shabbat, Parshat Eikev is reminding us
that the biggest things aren’t the big moments.
They’re all the small choices we make every
single day.

TALYA KRUGER
10™ GRADE, MODIIN
CHAI GIRLS SUMMER PARTICIPANT

TRUST OVER FEAR

In this week’s parsha, we read about Moshe
talking to Am Yisrael about worries they
might have when going into Israel 1NN >3
DYIINZ 2R NPX I NN DD D°31,72272

In this pasuk, Moshe is saying that you
might be scared to conquer the Land because
our enemies are greater than us, and wonder
how we will be able to overcome them.

But then Moshe reminds them how Hash-
em protected them back in Egypt and what
He did to Pharaoh. He tells us that this time
Hashem will do the same when we enter
Eretz Yisrael. These days, during the war, it’s
hard to stay positive, and we start thinking,
how will we overcome all these countries? But
it’s important to remember what we learned
in this parsha: that no matter what, or how
great the enemy we are fighting is, Hashem



will always be with us, like He was with us in
Egypt, and when we entered Eretz Israel, and
in the Six-Day War.

Hashem is always with us, and He will keep
on being with us in these times of war.

Amichai Vanino, a fallen soldier from
this war, once said, YN2NX DX WM 21PN ‘D
12 pnoam — “Hashem is with me; I feel His love
and trust in Him.” What Amichai is saying is
that in every situation Hashem will be there
and take care of us. So in these days when we
feel worried, stressed, or even afraid, we can
remember what Amichai and Moshe are tell-
ing us: always believe in Hashem and trust that
He will always take care of us. ®

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

* STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
* FAST DELIVERY

o

!
A \
FO0EES L
info@foldees.co.il J\

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173

HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
st B ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

winw anglo-saxon coil
JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
IN THE HISTORIC “RED HOUSE”
IN MOTZA
Charming high standard 4.5-room
duplex. Modern functionality with historical
charm. Near blooming nature, pastoral,
green serene environment, walking trails
and nearby cafés Exclusive!

Aime 055-4315796

GERMAN COLONY, GRETS ST
Exceptionally spacious 4-room, 157 sqm on a
single level - originally 2 apartments, beau-
tiful balcony, overlooking stunning open
views. Just steps from Emek Refaim, the
Orient Hotel, the First Station complex, and
more. Exclusive! Haim 055-4574163 |
Anita 055-4549429

AT THE JERUSALEM GARDENS HOTEL
Privately owned, renovated and luxurious
private suite: 2 rooms, 55sqm plus
balconies, high floor, sunny, partially
furnished, master bedroom suite, spacious
living room, two bathrooms, parquet
flooring, double glazing, fully equipped
kitchen. Full hotel services: Shabbat
elevator, water, electricity, cleaning and
maintenance, swimming pool, chef
restaurant, and more. Quiet yet central
location, near the light rail, synagogues,
shopping centers, and easy access out
of the city. Excellent deal! Exclusive!
Liora 055-4578978

FOR SALE IN TZUR HADASSAH:

IN THE NEWEST
NEIGHBORHOOD, SENSAN
Bright, spacious and very comfortable
4-room apartment, largr Sukkah balcony
with open and green view, well-maintained
boutique building, storage room, private
indoor parking. Near park, commercial
center and educational institutions.
Exclusive! Ronen 055-433-7423

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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ACADEMY
HOUSE TALBIYA

230SQM+ONONELEVEL

@ Ee%'wwag E@%bog@mt(/a/é E%/?e%()@/b&e
2% Z%w H @a/%lf @% T@%{,W

S v Ea £k

Bedrooms Bathrooms Garage Space Swimming Pool

OVERVIEW

230 sgm+ on one level,
this elegant 5-room apartment offers
3 bedroom en-suites, including
a double-sized primary suite,
plus a family room / study
SWIMMINGPOOL that may serve as d 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining areaq,
N floor-to-ceiling windows, green
e i PR views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
T gl 2 parking spaces,
storage rooms and full accessibility.
24/7 concierge, swimming pool,
gym, tenants room, security , Miklat

OVERSIZED MASTERBR SUCCAHBALCONY

EXCLUSIVE LISTING BY DOV EHRMAN

Q 972-54-451-3049 () dovehrmani@yahoocom ®© Jerusalem.Israel




Action packed days for children
or calm days for you

Come when its good for you!

THURSDAY NEDNESDAY

" 2 " Face " . " 7 1 "
1 n 31 T painting 29 "o 28 g T 2 X 26 2
Open until Open +
11:30 PM 8:30- 12:00 "NNNON" Crafts Balloon
Screening program
8 n 7 ™ 6 N 5 21D 4 ND 3 p] 2 &
Open until Open Balloon
1:30 PM 8:30- 12:00 program "223nnow’ gﬁﬁﬁ\
Screening P 9
15 al 14 N 13 7 12 g U'D | no 10 9 ">
Open until Open n % Face
1:30 PM 8:30-12:00 "29nnowN" Crafts paintings
Screening

5 A

Cream from Children's activities Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim
Free;cson <olectdays between 12:00-18:00 with a discount for the wig
‘Katsete
Wl B (© 02-376-2010 | Kiriyat Hamada 3, Entrance to Har Chotzvim, Jerusalem —
Sun-Thu: 8:30-22:00 | Fri: 8:30-12:00 | Motzash: Hour & quarter after Shabbat until 23:30 ,:‘;;;."E:.‘_.

PIND TITI0 TNDA OANA see rules and policies | For more details visit Wigbox.coiil | Limited to twice per family A couple and up to four children



EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING
The New Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

Scan for more

Whether you choose a cozy one-bedroom just for you,
or a sprawling 2,700 sq ft Villa in the sky, your VIDA memories will last forever.

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea

ASDEN

IS R A E L

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

O] +‘I-917 697 3233 @ WWW. V|datowers com [J +972-58-500-5086




