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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Q' 7 Days After Molad 9 Av: Wed. night July 22
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Av /Wed. night July 29

(1] The Fast Of Tisba Be AT begins Wednesday evening (July 22) at sundown (Jerusalem: 7:45pm)
and the Fast concludes on Thursday night at 8:11pm (Jerusalem)

Birkat HaLevana is generally recited after Ma’ariv following Tisha B’Av (Rema, O.C. 426:1;
M.B. 426:11; Chazon Ovadia, p. 410), although some recite it during the Nine Days (Gra, O.C. 426).
Ideally, one should first eat something and put on leather shoes (M.B. 426:11).
However, if delaying would mean missing the opportunity to recite it with a minyan,
it may be recited beforehand (Sha’ar HaTziun 426:9; Nitei Gavriel 87:3).

B Tu Be’Av is observed on Wednesday, July 29.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim  7:05  6:15 8:22 7:00 6:11 8:16
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal)  7:23 6:17 8:23 7:18 6:13 8:18

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:24 6:15 8:22 7:19 6:12 8:17
Gush Etzion 7:21 6:15 8:22 7:16 6:11 8:16
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K Saba  7:23 | 6:17 8:24 7:18 6:13 8:18
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:22 6:16 8:23 7:17 6:12 8:17
Netanya 7:23 6:17 8:24 7:19 6:13 8:19
Be'er Sheva 7:21 6:16 8:22 7:17 6:12 8:16
Rehovot 7:23 6:17 8:24 7:18 6:13 8:18
Petach Tikva 7:05 6:17 8:24 7:00 6:13 8:18
Ginot Shomron 7:22 6:16 8:23 7:17 6:12 8:17
Haifa / Zichron 7:14 6:17 8:25 7:09 6:13 8:20
Gush Shiloh 7:21 6:15 8:22 7:16 6:11 8:16
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:23 6:17 8:24 7:18 6:13 8:18
Givat Zeev 7:26 6:15 8:22 7:21 6:11 8:16
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:21 6:15 8:21 7:16 6:11 8:16
Ashkelon 7:23 6:17 8:24 7:18 6:13 8:18
Yad Binyamin 7:22 6:16 8:23 7:18 6:12 8:18
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 7:17 6:15 8:24 7:11 6:11 8:18
Golan 7:21 6:15 8:22 7:16 6:11 8:17
Nahariya/Maalot 7:13 6:17 8:25 7:09 6:13 8:19
Afula 7:22 6:16 8:24 7:17 6:12 8:18

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Va'etchanan - 8:58 PM e Eikev - 8:53 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

The Shema is arguably the most central
prayer in our Siddur. Interestingly, the three
paragraphs we say, morning and night, are
drawn from three different places in the
Torah, all read in the summer season. V’ahav-
ta, the first paragraph, appears in this week’s
parsha, Va’etchanan (Devarim 6:4-9). V’haya
Im Shamoa is found in next week’s parsha,
Eikev (Devarim 11:13-21). And the third, “Par-
shat Tzitzit,” comes from a bit earlier, Parshat
Shelach (Bamidbar 15:37-41). Baruch Hash-
em, my wife and I have had the tremendous
blessing of seven boys and two girls. Among
the seven Bar Mitzvahs we have celebrated,
five have been in the summer; three featured
the Torah readings of precisely these three
passages: one in Va’etchanan, one in Eikev,
and one in Shelach.

For the last two Shabbatot, our family vis-
ited Camp Dror - two weeks ago with Camp
Dror’s girls’ camp in Hodayot, and then this
past week of Shabbat Chazon with the boys’
camp in Kfar Chassidim. They were both

In memory of our mother

Rose Edith Cohen ah
13 Menachem Av

May the learning from this
Torah Tidbits be in her memory

We miss you very much

Janice Weinreb
Barbara Yasgur
Benay Deborah Cohen-Nesher
and Families

4 TORAH TIDBITS 1670 / VA'ETCHANAN

wonderful experiences for us. This past
weekend, when I came to davening on Friday
morning at the boys’ camp, I witnessed a truly
moving moment. The camp began to read the
Shema out loud, word by word, according to
the trop melody. Listening to boys from fifth
grade through twelfth grade sing every word
with its proper intonations, it struck me how
much the trop gives us. Reading it this way
places the emphasis on exactly the right word,
it ensures that not a single word is skipped or
slurred, and it grants us much greater mean-
ing to what we are saying.

It was a great experience to be a part of. I
saw close to a hundred boys sitting with their
counselors, davening at length, with hardly
anyone talking, no phones, all saying togeth-
er, “V’ahavta - you shall love Hashem with
all your heart, your soul, your might.” Right
then, I wished every parent could be a fly on
the wall in that room, to get so much pride
from watching their sons daven so beautifully.
Knowing I had a column to write and report
on this, I took a picture so their parents and
our broader readership can get a glimpse of it.

Then, when we reached the words of She-
ma “v’shinantam lvanecha v’dibarta bam - you
shall teach them to your children and speak of
them” (Devarim 6:7), I couldn’t stop thinking
about how the parents that decided to send
their kids to Camp Dror, whether they sent
their sons or their daughters, or both, were
truly fulfilling the mitzvah of v’shinantam
Pvanecha v’dibarta bam. Because we know
that the mitzvah of chinuch of children is not
only upon the parents to do directly, but also



to hire the right teachers and the right staff
to be able to educate our children in the best
way possible.

The Gemara (Bava Batra 21a) tells us about
how Rabbi Yehoshua ben Gamla established
that teachers of children be appointed in
every city, because by entrusting their chil-
dren to the right teachers and staff, the Torah
can live on in the next generation so much
more powerfully. Throughout both Shabbatot
at Camp Dror, I watched v’shinantam lvan-
echa come alive.

Every morning, a half hour before daven-
ing, the Cocoa Club gathers over hot cocoa
and biscuits for serious personalized learning
sessions to prepare for the morning prayers. I
had the privilege of presenting at one of those
sessions on Shabbat morning, and I saw about
fifteen boys across from me with real thirst,
asking question after question while we dis-
cussed the importance and essence of Shabbat
Chazon, as well as its connection to Parshat
Devarim. I told them how lucky they are that
they have parents who want to make sure that
in their spiritual toolbox they have at least one
summer experience at Camp Dror, which will
undoubtedly enhance their lives with Torah,
with positive role models, with a passion for
Torah that Camp Dror is giving them. The
previous Shabbat on the girls’ campus, I also
spoke about how lucky they were. Not only to
be at Dror, but also about living in the Land of
Israel. And later on towards the end of Shab-
bat, I spoke about how although the war gave
us unfortunately painful moments, we must
understand how lucky we are with the unbe-
lievable miracles we have also seen.

What moved me most was seeing such gen-
uine enthusiasm and passion from our staff at
Dror. I was able to connect to staff over those
Shabbatot at both campuses, and I heard from
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so many of them how they had decided to
dedicate such a large portion of their summer
in order to inspire the younger generation. I
heard from them how they believe in these
kids and teenagers, how they see themselves
as role models to be able to build up the next
generation, to make sure that the next gener-
ation is equipped with everything they need
in order to be our future leaders.

The staff we have is so, so incredible. I was
floored hearing so many campers talk to me
about how they hope to be madrichim and
madrichot when they get older, and madri-
chim and madrichot telling me how they have
been coming to Camp Dror since the fifth or
sixth grade!

This is true v’shinantam - teaching and
inspiring the next generation. On the girls’
side, we have to recognize Zahava Bauer, Shy-
elle Nagel, and Mikki Averick, who dedicate
themselves so completely for their camp-
ers, and on the boys’ side, Rabbi Yonatan
Hirschhorn and Rabbi Leor Brenner doing
the same. I know this is a team that barely
sleeps in order to give campers an incredible
summer. Leading both camps is Rabbi Kenny
Pollack, who does a phenomenal job with
passion, a love of Torah, and genuine love for
every single camper.

I haven’t experienced a Kabbalat Shab-
bat like this in years. There was well over
an hour of dancing and singing, with not a
single camper left sitting on the side. It was

Condolences to
Michaela Levine and family
on the passing of her husband

ALAN 7’1

DY 11X DR INY PIN3 DONNR ONY DIPNRD
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so remarkable that I was grateful to have
brought OU Israel board member Meir Raskas
along, so that someone could help me convey
to our leadership what words can barely cap-
ture. And my wife told me when she attended
the girls’ davening how special it was, and
about the amazing spirit the girls gave to the
singing and the atmosphere of Shabbat.

Our dear readers should know how beloved
the Torah Tidbits are up there in camp. I
brought a huge stack of about 60 Torah Tidbits
up to the girl campus, and every last copy was
taken. Rabbi Pollack had even asked me to
bring more (which was difficult, since our run
of 15,000 copies is so in-demand), so that we
can make sure there is enough for both cam-
puses. The copies I brought to the boys’ cam-
pus were likewise taken without any left over.
And it was really amazing to see. Throughout
Shabbat I saw campers not only reading the
great comic in the back by Netanel Epstein,
but also the divrei Torah. Several told me they
read Torah Tidbits with their parents each
week and say it over at the Shabbat table. To
see the next generation modeling their madri-
chim, learning not from what they are told but
from what they are shown, was so incredible.

Another Torah Tidbits story from this past
Shabbat warms my heart. Right before Shab-
bat on the boys’ campus, I was surrounded by
a crowd of staff members who begged me to
take a picture with them. They said all they
wanted was that the picture would be printed
in this week’s Torah Tidbits! I happily obliged!

I want to thank Esti Moskovitz, our Director
of Anglo Engagement & Programming in Isra-
el, & her associate Nehama Cohen, for taking
everything we do for the English-speaking
community in Israel, and Camp Dror in par-
ticular, to ever greater heights. And to every
parent and grandparent who sent a camper



to Camp Dror this summer: you have made
an extraordinary investment in their future,
and I have no doubt you will shep nachas as
you watch them grow.

May we all merit to say Kriat Shema with a
little more kavanah, finding deeper meaning
in the great work of educating our children,
grandchildren, and all those who are dear to
us, with the words “v’shinantam U’vanecha.”

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,
Rah}ﬁ/f;man
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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JLIC ISRAEL: PLANTING ROOTS ON CAMPUS
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The QU JLIC Isroel program cultivotes o deeply
supportive community where students, young
professionols, bnot sherut & lone soldiers can build
a true home away from home in Eretz Yisroel.

We elevate the collegiate experience into a vibrant
journey of holistic Jewish living and authentic
communal connection. Dedicated Rabbinic couples
open their homes & hearts to guide these students
& young professionals with unwavering warmth and
personglized mentorship, Baruch Hashem, this
beoutiful network spans eleven unique compus
lecations and communities throughout the country.
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These thriving centers include major acodemic
institutions like Bar llan University, Ben Gurion
Uriiversity, Tel Aviv University, and Relchman
University. Whether navigoting o rigorous acodemic
degres or returning from o challenging week on
base, students & young professionals know a laving
community is waiting to welcomae them. Our leadership
provides immersive Shabbat experiences ond deeply
ngpiring Torah leaming that speak directly to the
modarn soul, We aim to forge a supportive chevra
where every individual feels a prefound and persenal
connection to Klal Yisrael, Living and learning in lsroel
is a monumental priviege. JLIC ensures this transition
is emotionally supported and spiritually nourishing at
wvery single step. It is on obsolute zechut to empower
this new generation as they plant deep roots te
strengthen our Jewish future.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT VAETCHANAN

Our parsha begins a majestic section of the
Torah. It is unlike anything in the Torah up
until this point.

All of the book of Devarim is Moshe’s final
charge to the people. He knows he will not
enter the Land of Israel with the people. He
has a lot to say before he takes leave of them.

He began his 30-chapter long speech last
week with how we got to where we are. We
left Mt. Sinai, journeyed to the Land, sent in
spies, that ended badly, and now 40 years lat-
er we are here, poised to enter the Land.

That introduction was descriptive. He relat-
ed the history. But it was just an introduction.
What he really wants to convey to the people
is not a description of history. What he really
wants to convey is how special our entire Jew-
ish enterprise is.

In memory of
BUBBY SPIRO a”h

With every passing day
we wish for
One more day with you.
One more hug.
One more Kiss.
One more book.
One more Shabbat together.

We love you,
Daniel, Sarah, Rakhel Chava
& Zahava
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And that begins with our parsha. The
language changes. It is engaging, uplifting,
expressive. It is emotional. Moshe, who
engaged with G-d “panim el panim”, face to
face as it were, knows that relationship is sim-
ply unique. There has never been, nor will
there ever be such a relationship. And itisn’t
him. He is merely the messenger, the repre-
sentative of the Jewish people.

Moshe urgently wants to convey to the Jew-
ish people how special our relationship with
G-d is. The unique covenant between us. He
doesn’t emphasize what to do but why to do
it. He is conveying the heart, the essence, the
depth of our relationship with G-d, and more
importantly, His relationship with us.

'{" 1ST ALIYA (3:23-4:4)
’/k\‘} I beseeched G-d to allow me to

enter the Land. He refused: ascend
the mountain, gaze at the Land that you will
not enter. Charge Yehoshua, for he will lead
the people. Now, Yisrael Shema, listen to the
commandments so you will remain in the
Land. You saw what occurred with Baal Peor:
those who followed Baal Peor were punished
while those who did not, survived.

Our parsha begins with Moshe’s desire to
enter the Land of Israel. And with G-d’s refus-
al. This really belongs in last week’s parsha,
the parsha describing how we got to where
we are. Where we are is on the banks of the
Jordan, with me, Moshe, about to take leave
because G-d has refused my request to enter.
That is last week’s parsha.

We begin our parsha with Moshe explain-
ing why he is giving this long speech. Moshe



is going to open his heart, his deepest feelings,
trying to convey to the people how glorious
our relationship with G-d is. This descrip-
tion sets the stage for that, for Moshe has to
explain why he is about to make this big long
speech. Because, I am not going into the Land
with you.

I want to give you a heart transplant, taking
my heart and giving it to you, so you will live
in the Land without me physically but with
my heart.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (4:5-40)
K’} Keep the mitzvot, for they are

wise. The nations will look at the
mitzvot and say: what a wise people. And
who has a G-d as close as ours is to us? Or
who has noble laws as our Torah? Remember
the day at Sinai, the mountain on fire and the
darkness of the cloud. The Voice emanated
but there was no form. Make no images. I
taught you the mitzvot; keep them, for they
are the covenant G-d commanded from you.
Your children will make images and be exiled,
flung to the ends of the earth, serving idols
there. They will return to G-d, seeking Him
with all their heart. He will not forget His
covenant. Has any other people heard G-d’s
voice amidst fire? Or another one Who took
His people with wonders from amidst anoth-
er? Know and take to heart that there is none
other than G-d.

Moshe begins with the incredulous. Asifto
say to the people: I can describe how we got to
where we are, you know, leaving Egypt, get-
ting the Torah. But let’s pause a second and
think about what that all means.

It means we have an intimate relationship
with our G-d. Or more importantly, He with
us. He Spoke to us at Sinai! That is unprec-
edented. Unique. He Redeemed us from
Egypt. He wanted us? No other nation has

this embrace from G-d. Itis unique to us.

Moshe has pierced the heart of our Jewish
life. We have a special covenant, a special
bond, initiated not by us, but by Him. His
reach to us.

Everything else, the mitzvot, the prohibi-
tion of idol worship, it all is a seamless con-
sequence of this covenant. How could you
worship idols after He Did all that for you?

W 3RD ALIYA (4:41-49)
% : Moshe separated 3 cities of ref-
N ‘.‘ P

uge for those who kill accidentally
on the east side of the Jordan. Moshe taught
these laws on the east side of the Jordan in the
lands already conquered. These conquered
lands extend from the Dead Sea all the way to
Mt. Hermon.

Moshe’s choosing 3 cities of refuge on the
east side of the Jordan, is his confirmation of
the right of Bnei Gad, Bnei Reuven and half of
Menashe to dwell there.

But also, his confirmation that entering the
Land of Israel is not entering paradise. Our
life will never be paradise. We aren’t entering
a dream. We are entering a special stage in
our history. But people are people. Terrible
things, like manslaughter, will happen. You
are special, the Land is special, while at the
same time we are human beings.

That is the balance we seek; living great

May your learning this Shabbat
be nnwi oYY

YN ' NaY Na YN
ot RIYN DN PHN?
RUTH MILLER 2’1
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on her 21st yahrzeit

The Miller/Kalish/Kram families
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lives with full awareness of our human
foibles.
"‘ 4TH ALIYA (5:1-18)
k\“ Mt. Sinai. Moshe called the
people: Shema Yisrael to the com-
mandments, for our G-d made a covenant
at Sinai. He made it with you, face to face
amidst fire. I communicated it because you
were afraid. And He said: I am G-d who took
you out of Egypt. Do not make images. Or
take My name in vain. Guard Shabbat as a
day of rest to remember that you were slaves
in Egypt. Honor your father and mother. Do
not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false
witness, covet.

Moshe relates the Ten Commandments. But
less for their content than for the broad sweep
of the meaning of Mt. Sinai. The drama of G-d
bending down, reaching for man, initiating an
intimate and direct contact with us. Descend-
ing on the mountain to speak directly with us.

And while the people present were fearful,
and so He spoke with me, Moshe, that is not
because of my uniqueness. He was speaking
with you. He wanted to speak with you. That
is the meaning of the moment. It is an inti-
mate moment; His Love for us.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (5:19-6:3)
k\" When you heard these words
: amidst the fire and the cloud you
were afraid. You approached and said: now
we know man can hear G-d’s voice but we
are afraid we will die. Moshe, you hear from
Him, not us. G-d agreed and said to me: you
stand with Me and I will tell you all the com-
mandments to keep in the Land.

The word Shema appears 8 times in the first
7 verses of this aliya. The people heard the
Voice at Sinai but were afraid. So, Moshe, you
hear it for us. And G-d heard their suggestion
and said it was good. Fine, Moshe will hear
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G-d’s voice.

But who hears is not the issue. The issue is
who hears. I mean, who hears the voice with
his ear; that can be Moshe. That’s fine. But
who hears, I mean, hears, gets it, understands
it, accepts it; that, is you. Hence the last verse
in the aliya, 8 verses later, comes back to She-
ma: Shemata Yisrael, you heard Israel and
hence, you must keep the mitzvot. There is
hearing and there is hearing.

Moshe is your hearing aid to hear; but you
are the ones who need to hear. Do you hear
what is going on? G-d is reaching for you.
You need to hear that loud and clear.

"‘ 6TH ALIYA (6:4-25)
k\" The Shema. Shema Yisrael, G-d

is one. You shall love G-d, and have
that on your heart constantly; teaching of it
to your children, speaking of it, at all times
and in all places. Be bound with love of G-d;
let it guide you and your home. When you
come into the Land, you will find things that
you did not build: large and good cities, homes
full of wonderful things, cisterns, vineyards,
olive groves. But be careful to not forget G-d.
Fear Him, serve Him. Do what is moral and
good in His eyes and He will do good for you.
When your children ask you about all these
commandments, tell them: we were slaves
in Egypt, G-d took us out to give us this Land.
These commandments are to cultivate awe of
Him and bring us merit, to preserve us in this
Land.

While we love the first line of the Shema, it
is the second that is the emphasis of the para-
graph. Love of G-d. All your heart, all your
soul, all your might. We are used to saying
this line so we become numb to its power.

Moshe is speaking to the people: pour your-
self into this. Let it go. Invest all you got into
it. No inhibitions. Love of G-d is to animate



all of your life: bubbling over to your chil-
dren, percolating in you in your travels, your
actions, your thoughts, your home. Wow. Lit-
tle wonder that this paragraph is the heart of
our daily tefila. We need to be G-d obsessed.
Moshe is plain as day here: love G-d with all
your heart, soul and might. All in.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (7:1-11)
k" When you come into the Land,

conquer the seven nations. Do not
make any covenant with them. Do not marry
them, for that will lead to idol worship. You
are G-d’s holy people. Not because you are
numerous but because He loved you and
made a covenant with you. Know: He keeps
His covenant. You too keep the mitzvot.

The love of G-d is exclusive. Idol worship
violates that love. Be wary of the path to infi-
delity: people. Covenants with the idol wor-
shippers of the Land will soften the way to
their gods. And more dramatically, marrying
the people of the land accelerates the path to
their gods. Avoid covenants with the people.
And avoid marrying them.

HAFTORAH
YESHAYAHU 40:1-26

This week’s haftorah is the first of a series of
seven “haftarot of Consolation.” These seven
haftarot start on the Shabbat following Tisha
B’Av and continue until Rosh Hashanah.

This section of Yeshayahu begins with G-d’s
conveying to the prophet: “Console, O console
My people . .. Announce to Jerusalem that her
period of exile has been fulfilled and that her
sins have been forgiven.”

Yeshayahu’s prophecy describes some of
the remarkable events that will unfold with
the onset of the messianic era. These include:
the return of the exiles to Yerushalayim, the

revelation of Hashem’s glory, and the rewards
and retribution that will then be meted out to
the nations of the world.

The navi then goes on to comfort the people,
describing G-d’s power and might, and reas-
suring them of His care for His people. ®

45% of 54 sedras; 2" of 11 in Devarim.
Written on 249 lines in a Torah, rank: 7.
21 parshiyot; 5 open, 16 closed, 7" (tied
with Ki Tavo).

122 pesukim - rank: 17 (2" in Devarim)
same as Vayak'hel & Ki Tavo - but larger.
1878 words; rank: 10 (24 in Devarim).
7343 letters; rank: 10® (2™ in Devarim).
Va'etchanan's pesukim are longer than
average, hence the jump in rank from
17 for pesukim to 10 for words.

O o
’k\’ MITZVOT

12 of 613 mitzvot: 8 pos., 4
prohibitions and many more that
are counted elsewhere - this is so for
several sedras, but it really shows for
Va'etchanan (e.g. Aseret HaDibrot in
Yitro has 14 mitzvot, repeated here
but not counted here).

May the Torah learning
in this Torah Tidbits be a merit
for our beloved mother
Asna bat Reb Schneur a”h
who personified Ahavat Chinam
on her 22" Yartzheit, 8 Av

from her daughters,
Shelley Hirshberg and Helen Sher
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"You shall greatly beware for your souls, for you did not see any manner of form" (4:15)
"Lest you act corruptly and make yourselves a carved image" (4:16)
Why does the Torah make every effort to warn us to steer clear of the sin of idolatry?
The Meshech Chochmah (Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen M'Divinsk 1843-1926) answers
that although Moshe had brought forth great miracles to the Israelites, bringing the Ma-
naa, splitting the Red Sea and conquering the great Emorite king. While alive, those who
saw Moshe remembered him as a simple human being. However, as Moshe's generation
were committed to die in the desert, the new generation entering the Land of Israel, will
have less to base their memories of Moshe on. The Torah was concerned that this new
generation would consider Moshe to be transcendent and Divine, which could eventually
lead them to lose faith in G-d. Already, when beginning to complain, the Israelites began
to equate Moshe with G-d, as it says in Bamidbar 21:5 — "And the nation spoke against
G-d and Moshe". Therefore, the emphasis of the Pesukim to steer clear of the danger of
idolatry becomes obvious.
Shabbat Shalom

Photography by Michael Erenburg
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I am a worrier. My friends and family
tease me about it.

I sometimes worry about personal matters,
and sometimes about professional concerns.
More often, I worry about things that are
going on in the community or in the world.

I worry about the economy, and I wor-
ry about Iran's development of nuclear
weapons.

Because of my background in psycholo-
gy, I sometimes compare my worries to the
thoughts of patients who suffer from obses-
sive compulsive disorder. Like them, I some-
times have one worry on my mind and can
think of nothing else. But I long ago decided
that my worrying, though it may seem obses-
sive, is far from an indication of mental ill-
ness. Many people worry.

It is only very recently that I came to con-
sider the possibility that, although my worry-
ing was not a sign of a psychological disorder,
it might be a sign of a theological disorder, a
spiritual fault.

What prompted that consideration was a
passage in the writings of Rabbi Naftali Tzvi
Yehuda Berlin, the late 19th century head of
the Yeshiva of Volozhin, in Eastern Europe.
In the introduction to his commentary on
Deuteronomy, Rabbi Berlin, or the Netziv, as
he is known, makes a remarkable statement:
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
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"Reading carefully the words of instruction
contained in this book, Deuteronomy, words
which were divinely inspired and uttered
by Moses our teacher, each person will find
'milk and honey’ in accordance with his spir-
itual level... Therefore, each person should
read it contemplatively, according to his
ability, and he will find a straight path upon
which to walk... So let this book be a source
of illumination for one's life journey..."

I decided to heed the Netziv's counsel in
reading this week's Torah portion, Parshat
Va’etchanan, (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11). But I
immediately found myself facing a dilemma.
Among the many themes and topics in this
week's Torah portion are some strong words
prohibiting idolatry. "Do not act wickedly
and make yourself a sculptured image in any
likeness whatever... You must not be lured
into bowing down to them or serving them."
(Deuteronomy 4:15, 19)

How does this apply to me? What "milk
and honey" can I find in proscriptions
against idol worship? When was I last tempt-
ed to make for myself a graven image, or to
bow down to the sun or moon or stars?

The only answer I can find to resolve this
dilemma is to profoundly redefine the mean-
ing of the prohibition against idolatry for our
day and age.

Idolatry in ancient times was a process
by which primitive men identified a single
object to worship. They turned away from
the vastness of the universe and its com-
plexity and isolated either a heavenly body
or some artifact of their own making, and



came to believe that it, and only it, was wor-
thy of their adulation. They became fixated
upon a small fraction of reality. They became
obsessed with one thing, and that thing was
far from representative of the whole picture.

In more modern times, the process of idol-
atry took a different turn. Instead of fixating
upon an object, human beings fixated upon
an ideology. They came to believe that the
vastness of the universe could be reduced
to a set of ideas. Those ideas included the
Enlightenment, nationalism, scientism,
socialism, fascism, and communism. Those
are but several of the idolatries of more
recent history.

What they all have in common is a fixation
or obsession with one set of ideas, as if that
is all there is to life. That is where my nasty
habit of worrying comes into play. The wor-
rier becomes consumed with one fear, which
may be trivial or may be monumental, but
which is only a small part of the totality of
existence.

When worrying is conceived of in this man-
ner, it becomes apparent that worrying itself
may be form of idolatry. When one is con-
sumed by worry, the person is limiting his or
her attention to one idea, or fear, or concern.
Such individuals are ignoring the fact that
there is a big world out there with a lot going
on. They are certainly forgetting all the posi-
tive blessings that probably surround them.

Admittedly, this is a novel interpretation
of idolatry, but it is one that fits our modern
circumstances much better than sun worship
or offering animal sacrifices to a totem.

This redefinition allows for a deeper
understanding of another passage in this
week's Torah portion, the Shema. "Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One".
Only the Lord is One, because only He is

Doron M. Spierer
MD, FAAFP e—p

1NDW |NITAY"T
rINDWNA NN r1NNIN

Is available in Jerusalem for:

Consultations and second opinions
for complex medical cases.

House calls.

Routine and urgent medical care for
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.58.6640293

all-encompassing. Nothing else is One in
that sense — not the sun or moon, and not the
currently popular ideology. They are all but
parts of the greater whole.

Only of God is it said, "He is the place of
the world, and the world is not His place."
He contains the world; the world does not
contain Him.

This is the real meaning of monotheism.
Not that there is one God, but that God
is One. Only He is big enough, complete
enough, total enough, to be worshipped.
Everything else is partial, fragmentary, and
fractional. Everything else, including our
worries, are mere idols which do not deserve
the devotion we give them.

Perhaps the cynical Alfred E. Neumann of
the comic books of my childhood was mak-
ing a profound theological statement when
he said, "What, me? Worry?!"

OU ISRAEL 17



BECAUSE A
DRAWER

" ISN'T A VAULT.

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.

IFIT'S IM ANT - IT SHOU BE
AT HOMI

BRICKSTONE JERU IVATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

International ~\ Personal

) 24/7 ~ e
/ standards Il service

I security

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
WITH THIS AD THRU JULY

o

Clal building, *9936 Ext.2

97 yafo street, Jerusalem.  www.brickstone.co.il

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv

18 TORAH TIDBITS 1670 / VA'ETCHANAN

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment

After Treatment

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

orgi

ll' ZHUBRAK

(.LARK&\\-’A‘»S[R PARSHAT

| VAETCHANAN

Take comfort

when you know your
finances are in good hands.

M mocismepng [ ‘:‘;:“’ ’A;. %) ;:‘\_:"‘_" [ mnrwa ‘;
> @
s X
Chezky Wasser Ari Clark Sean Zhubrak
CPA CPA




DKL

Celebrating
50 years

in Law

Your Inheritanceis

WORTH
fighting for!
Secure your rights with our
Legal Expertise.

amazon Look inside

The Complote Guide To
Call now: Wills And Inheritance
IR |
JERUSALEM || = s e e MH_
mffww

New on the Market!
Baka

3RM, 745QM, Sukka
balcony, high ceilings,
Arab style.

4,090,000 NIS

Extraordinary
Residence Baka

195 SQM, Arab style,
unique charm,

Sukka balcony, needs
renovation, flexible
price

12,000,000 NIS

Nahum Glatzer

050-7225694

WATE R?RDOF

[ PPN

ur home

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture

» Sealing solutions ""il:'{:v

* Water damage expert

* Roof coating

* Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

» High standerd interior -

exterior painting ==
* Licensed & insured

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED

Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC IN
MODIIN
ELITEMED

« Back pain & Sciatica

@ Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

@ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181 EliteMed

OU ISRAEL 19



RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi nYy%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1

mMnwl n»yH
17V 907 PNY’ N2 YN 279 PR 12 IRV N7V TR TIT HRIW N2 DT WK 2Py’ 12 ONID

The First Commandment

One of the most profound disagreements in
Judaism is the one between Moses Maimon-
ides and Judah Halevi on the meaning of the
first of the Ten Commandments.

For Maimonides (1135-1204), the first com-
mand is to believe in God, Creator of Heaven
and Earth:

The basic principle of all basic principles
and the pillar of all sciences is to realise that
there is a First Being who brought every exist-
ing thing into being. If it could be supposed
that He did not exist, it would follow that
nothing else could possibly exist. If, however,
it were supposed that all other beings were
non-existent, He alone would still exist . . .
To acknowledge this truth is a positive com-
mand, as it is said: “I am the Lord your God”.
(Ex.20:2, Deut 5:7, Yesodei ha-Torah 1:1-5)

Judah Halevi (c. 1080-c.1145) disagreed. The
greatest of medieval Hebrew poets, Halevi
also wrote one of Judaism’s philosophical
masterpieces, The Kuzari. It is framed as a
dialogue between a Rabbi and the King of
the Khazars. Historically, the Khazars were
a Turkish people who, between the seventh
and eleventh centuries, ruled a considerable
area between the Black Sea and the Caspian
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Sea, including southern Russia, northern Cau-
casus, eastern Ukraine, Western Kazakhstan,
and northwestern Uzbekistan.

Many Jewish traders and refugees lived
there, and in 838 the Khazar King Bulan con-
verted to Judaism, after supposedly holding a
debate between representatives of the Jewish,
Christian, and Muslim faiths. The Arabic writ-
er Dimashgqi notes that the Khazars, having
encountered the Jewish faith, “found it better
than their own and accepted it”. Khazaria
thus became, spiritually as well as geographi-
cally, an independent third force between the
Muslim Caliphate and the Christian Byzantine
Empire. After their conversion, the Khazar
people used Jewish personal names, spoke
and wrote in Hebrew, were circumcised, had
synagogues and rabbis, studied the Torah and
Talmud, and observed the Jewish festivals.

The Kuzari is Judah Halevi’s philosophy
of Judaism, cast in the form of the imagined
conversation between the king and a rabbi
that led to the king’s conversion. In it, Halevi
draws a portrait that is diametrically opposed
to what would later become Maimonides’
account. Judaism, for Halevi, is not Aristo-
telian but counter-Aristotelian. The God of



the prophets, says Halevi, is not the God of
the philosophers. The key difference is that
whereas the philosophers found God in meta-
physics, the prophets found God in history.

This is how Halevi’s rabbi states his faith in
The Kuzart:

I believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, who led the Children of Israel out of
Egypt with signs and miracles; who fed them
in the desert and gave them the land, after
having brought them through the sea and the
Jordan in a miraculous way... (KuzariI:11)

He goes on to emphasise that God’s opening
words in the revelation at Mount Sinai were
not, “I am the Lord your God, Creator of Heav-
en and Earth” but “I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land
of slavery” (Kuzari I:25).

Halevi lived before Maimonides. Nahma-
nides (R. Mosheh ben Nachman, 1194-1270)
lived after, but he too disagreed with Maimon-
ides’ interpretation of the opening verse of the
Ten Commandments. His objection is based
on a passage in the Mechilta:

“You shall have no other gods besides Me.”
Why is this said? Because it says, “I am the
Lord your God.” To give a parable: A king of
flesh and blood entered a province. His ser-
vants said to him, “Issue decrees for the peo-
ple.” He, however, told them, “No. When they
accept my sovereignty, I will issue decrees. For
if they do not accept my sovereignty, how will
they carry out my decrees?”

According to Nahmanides, the verse, “I am
the Lord your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery” is not a com-
mand, but a preliminary to the commands. It
explains why the Israelites should be bound
by the will of God. He had rescued them, lib-
erated them, and brought them to safety. The
first verse of the Decalogue is not a law but a
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statement of fact, a reason why the Israelites
should accept God’s sovereignty.

Thanks to a series of archaeological discover-
ies in the twentieth century, we now know that
Nahmanides was right. The biblical covenant
has the same literary structure as ancient near
eastern political treaties, of which the oldest
known are the “Stele of the Vultures” (before
2500 BCE), recording the victory of Eannatum,
king of Lagash, over the people of Umma, both
in southern Mesopotamia, and the treaty of
Naram-Sin, king of Kish and Akkad, with the
people of Elam (c. 2280 BCE). Other, later trea-
ties have also been discovered, involving Hit-
tites, Arameans, and Assyrians. One details a
pact between the Hittite king Hattusilis III and
the Pharaoh Rameses II, regarded by some
scholars as the Pharaoh of the Exodus.

These treaties usually follow a six-part pat-
tern, of which the first three elements were
[1] the preamble, identifying the initiator of
the treaty, [2] a historical review, summaris-
ing the past relationship between the parties,
and [3] the stipulations, namely the terms
and conditions of the covenant. The first
verse of the Ten Commandments is a highly
abridged form of [1] and [2]. “I am the Lord
your God” is the preamble. “Who brought you
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” is the
historical review. The verses that follow are
the stipulations, or as we would call them, the
commands. Nahmanides and the Midrash
are therefore correct in seeing the verse as an
introduction, not a command.

What is at stake in this difference of opinion
between Maimonides on the one hand, Judah
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Halevi and Nahmanides on the other? At the
heart of Judaism is a twofold understanding
of the nature of God and His relationship to
the universe. God is Creator of the universe
and the maker of the human person “in His
image”. This aspect of God is universal. It is
accessible to anyone, Jew or Gentile. Aristotle
arrived at it through logic and metaphysics.
For him, God was the “prime mover” who set
the universe into motion. Today, many people
reach the same conclusion through science:
the universe is too finely tuned for the emer-
gence of life to have come into being through
chance (this is sometimes called the Anthropic
Principle). Some arrive at it not through logic
or science but through a simple sense of awe
and wonder (“Not how the world is, but that
it is, is the mystical” said Wittgenstein). This
aspect of God is called by the Torah, Elokim.

There is, however, a quite different aspect of
God which predominates throughout most of
Tanach, the Hebrew Bible. This is God as He is
involved in the fate of one family, one nation:
the Children of Israel. He intervenes in their
history. He makes a highly specific covenant
with them at Sinai — not at all like the general
one He made with Noah and all humanity
after the Flood. The Noahide covenant is
simple and basic. The Sages said it involved
a mere seven commands. The Sinai covenant,
by contrast, is highly articulated, covering
almost every conceivable aspect of life. This
aspect of God is signalled by the use of the
four-letter name for which we traditionally
substitute (since the word itself is holy and
could only be pronounced by the High Priest)
the word Hashem.!

Maimonides, the philosopher, emphasised
the universal, metaphysical aspect of Judaism
and the eternal, unchanging existence of God.

1. On the two aspects and names, see Kuzari
1V:1-3; and Ramban to Exodus 3:13.



Judah Halevi and Nahmanides, the one a poet,
the other a mystic, were more sensitive to the
particularistic and prophetic dimension of
Judaism: the role of God in the historical dra-
ma of the covenant. Both are true and valid,
but in this case, Halevi and Nahmanides are
closer to the meaning of the biblical text.

Judaism needs both voices: the philosopher
who teaches us to seek God in creation, and
the prophet who teaches us to find Him in his-
tory. But when the Torah introduces the Ten
Commandments, it begins with a hint to the
story of our redemption before the command
of law, a reminder of the journey from libera-
tion to the constitution of liberty. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

N

Dr Natan Silver

MBChB, FRCS, Dip Hand Surg

Hand Surgeon
UK & Israeli Trained

Holistic care for hand disorders
Adults and children of all ages

. Hand, wrist and thumb-bm arthnt:s

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha
Can you sign for a bargain apartment during
o the 9 Days to avoid a financial loss?

e g Permitted, as this is considered a case of potential

financial loss (davar ha'avud). If he waits until after
Tisha B'Av, he may lose the entire deal.
(3"1121 "5V T'7N0I N"7N0 N'IN VI MAI0)

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700
| D ———]

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM
4 Rooms | 90 sqm | 1st floor balcony
Exclusive apt with 3 balconies, 3
exposures, used as clinic, full floor.
r 4,500,000

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM
3 Rooms | 75 sqm | Private Entrance
Renovated apt with balcony, sukkah

porch, with additional unit.

m 3,550,000

RAMAT SHARET, JERUSALEM
2.5 Rooms | 77 sqm | Balcony
Renovated apt, with private storage and
expansion potential.

rI 2,990,000

DEKEL, EFRAT
14 Rooms | Approx. 540 sqm
Free standing home, with 2 income-
producing rental units (50 & 100 sqm).

r 9,800,000

y
=

OWNERS: RECLAIM YOUR SHABBOS.
Stop plunging toilets and chasing rent.
Let Noam Homes handle the tenants, repairs, and
stress, all across Israel.

Delegate to Noam Homes today: 058-793-2222

PAY LESS FOR YOUR NEW HOME.

Enjoy exclusive group benefits and substantial
savings by joining our private buyers circle for new
projects across Israel. Tell us where you want to
live, and we'll secure the best options for you.

it
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DOCTOR
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —

& Ceiling repairs

Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting —
every surface.

Spackling & Prep

Work- Because E
the foundation

matters.
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DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

—= IMPORTANT FOR
AMERICANS
IN ISRAEL
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YOUR TIME RUNS OUT ON AUGUST 1. MISS IT,
AND AUTOMATIC IRS PENALTIES BEGIN
RACKING UP MONTH OVER MONTH.

WORSE, YOU'LL LOOQSE YOUR REFUNDS

51,700 PER CHILD - CHILD TAX CREDIT

51,000 PER YEAR - EDUCATION CREDIT

STOP IGNORING THIS.
APPLY NOW.

2 www.omerican-taxes.com E
E—
9 david@american-taxes.com AMERICAN

& 03-375-2427 Ext. 201 TR SERVICES

\. 058-528-1996 ?

B Google Reviews

We guarantee that you
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians

Highly trained and
certified technicians.

Send your plans for
free engineering.
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AIR CONDITIONING

Engineering, Design & Installation

(© 02-628-8282

or Email us at info@tzviair.com 0 f @
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or Care Profess
y Shlomo Estrin

I am a warm and dedicated senior care specialist with
experience and certification in dementia care and
recreational therapy.

| provide holistic care and support
as well as daily activities like exercise, cognitive
engagement, social stimulation, and Torah learning -
all with a healthy dose of laughter and positivity.

| work together with the family to create a care plan
that is tailored to the senior's abilities and needs.

My goal is to help seniors stay healthy,
happy and high-functioning,
while enabling them to live safely and meaningfully
in the comfort of their own home.

053-481-5787 | shlomoestrin@gmail.com

TURN
UNUSED
GOLD & SILVER
INTO CASH

.
We buy gold and silver items in any condition.
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08D JWRLES RINGS, STRRLING LUXLEY IMMEDIATE
NECKLACES, SIIVER & WATCHES & PAYMENT
EEACELETS & JUDAICA CANLID TSNS

MORS

CALL OF WHATSAPF TODAY

™ 054-572-5549

Launch_;r Advance
Your Career in

U.S. Taxation

@ No prior tax experience required
@ Allinstruction is in English

. Apply by
Septernber 14

ala

THE JIGSAW PUZZLE OF LIFE-
A RABBI’S PERSPECTIVE

by SUNDAY
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o Copies of the book will ke
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

From Galut
to Ge’ulah

After the first thirty-nine p’rakim of Sefer
Yishayahu, chapters that primarily focus
upon Israel’s past sins-their moral and reli-
gious transgressions that led them astray,
the fortieth perek - this week’s well-known
haftarat ‘Nachamu’ - marks the beginning of
Yishayahu’s prophecies of comfort, that con-
tinue through the last twenty-six chapters of
the sefer.

The nevu’ot that fill these last p’rakim speak
of the future redemption of the nation, of their
eventual release from foreign oppression and
even the promise of Israel’s return to their
homeland. Indeed, powerful words of comfort
and solace for the people.

And yet, it is not difficult to understand the
efficacy of such comforting prophecies when
they were addressed to a generation that
preceded the galut and the destruction of the
Bet HaMikdash, by 150 years!? Why, after all,
would Yishayahu dismiss the problems of his
own time and, instead, prophesy comforting
visions of forgiveness for sins-not yet com-
mitted and a return to a land in which they
currently dwelled??

The solution to this seeming “enigma” can
be found by a simple review of Israel’s history.
Yishayahu served as Hashem’s prophet during
the era of Assyrian domination over Shom-
ron and Yehuda. It was during the Assyrian
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

invasion that the Northen Kingdom was exiled
and many of the Judean cities were devastat-
ed. As a result, the population in the Yehuda
feared their own exile-especially when the
Assyrian hordes besieged Yerushalayim itself.
In this light, we better understand the reason
for Yeshayahu’s nevu’ot and the value of his
comforting words to his generation.

However, we might appreciate the depth
of Yishayahu’s message in this nevuah, the
opening to the visions of comfort, and why it
is so fitting as being the first of the prophecies
of consolation.

“Amar Rav: kalu kol hakitzin, v’ein davar
talui-elah b’theshuva uw’ma’asim tovim’;
uSh’muel amar: ‘Dayo la’avel shya’amod
b’evlo’ ” [Sanhedrin 97b]

HaRav Ya’akov Meidan turns to the dis-
agreement found in the Gmara between the
great scholars of the first Tannaitic era, Rav
and Shmuel. In discussing what G-d would
demand of His nation in order to bring about
their final redemption, Rav submits that there
is but one way that could bring the ‘geulah’.
He states: “all depends upon repentance and
worthy deeds”, “T'shuva and Ma’asim tovim
‘. On the other hand, Shmuel disputes the idea
that there is but one way to bring redemption,
arguing that ““Dayo la’avel shya’amod b’ev-
lo’, “It is enough for the mourner [Israel] to
endure his period of mourning.”

According to Rav Meidan, the exceptional
approach of Shmuel was one that Yishayahu
preached throughout these chapters of com-
fort, pointing to the navi’s recurring depictions
of Israel’s years of suffering and repression,



and, in contrast, descriptions of their glorious
future. Such visions were certainly powerful
promises of relief for the Israel and comfort, as
well. But beyond that, the navi’s assurance that
Ge’ulah would come as a result of their suffer-
ing - even if the entire nation did not return
to G-d in complete penitence — was powerful
consolation for the nation! Certainly, we must
strive to return to G-d and His mitzvot, but
Yishayahu’s prophecies implanted real hope
in the future generations, that Hashem under-
stood Israel’s misery and regards their extend-
ed anguish as reason for their liberation.

Today we look back some 2,000 years
after Shmuel articulated his understanding
of bringing redemption, and in doing so, we
fully understand — and even witnessed - the
years of torment and harassment, years of
banishment, pogroms and ghettos. Perhaps,
we would never be able to imagine being
worthy for redemption. But the Tanah Shmuel
told us (as explained by the Yad Ramah) that
“complete repentance is not a prerequisite for
redemption; the very suffering of our exile
atones for the Jewish nation!

And so, you now understand why Shabbat
Nachamu is truly a Shabbat of comfort and
hope.m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can

be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Your story.
A legacy for generations.

(}’?‘ PRI

LIFE STORY VIDLOGEAPEER

m. 050-574-1976 | [57] ABETEKOA @pmal.com

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla
usa# 5164675892, uk# 2037697899

PENTHOUSES OF 4-5 BRS - OLD ARNONA
NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING, ONLY 5 FLOORS
AND TOAL OF 13 APARTMENT, QUIET CUL-DE SAC STREET|
PARKING, STORAGE, SHABBAT LIFT

AS SEEN ON CHANNEL
KANT TV

FOR SALE
VILLA IN
MALCHA

500 \ 720 SQM LUXURY VILLA
FOR SALE IN MALCHA, JERUSALEM
INFINITY POOL, OPEN VIEWS
& EXCEPTIONAL PRIVACY

ZAGLO %

REAL ESTATE
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The first paragraph of Kriyat Shema is deep-
ly personal. It speaks directly to the individu-
al. PoN "N NX NN - You shall love Hashem
your God. %Y .N80 D270 P
3227 - These words... shall be
upon your heart.!

The parasha focuses on a
person’s inner love and fear
of God. Then, suddenly, in '
the middle of this intensely |
personal section, the Torah
interrupts with the following
imperative: 7127 DY) - You
shall teach them diligently to
your children.? Hazal famously
interpreted the term children
broadly to include students as well. 3

The placement is striking. The Torah first
speaks about one’s personal obligation: lov-
ing Hashem, placing Torah upon one’s heart,
accepting His sovereignty. Then, abruptly, it
commands us to teach others, before return-
ing immediately to the personal mitzvot of
wearing tefillin. Why is the phrase of bnaw
722Y - to teach children and students, inserted
specifically in the middle of these personal
commandments?

1. Devarim 6: 5-6
2. Devarim 6:7
3. Kiddushin 30a
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Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l

.J RABBI SH
.v RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
-~ MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

The Likkutei Yehoshua* explains that this
placement is deliberate. The Torah is teaching
that the truest indicator of gen-
uine love for Hashem is wheth-
er one transmits it to the next
generation. An individual may
recite the Shema every day
and outwardly appear com-
mitted, yet external behavior
alone does not always reveal a
person’s deepest convictions.
Sometimes people act against
what they intellectually know
to be true. A person may know
that something is unhealthy
or destructive, yet continue because of habit,
temptation, or weakness.

The Likkutei Yehoshua offers a powerful
analogy. One who smokes excessively, or
drinks irresponsibly, may fully acknowledge
the dangers of his behavior. Nevertheless,
despite his own failings, he will warn his
children never to adopt those negative habits.
Similarly, someone negligent about his own
health will encourage his children to eat prop-
erly and care for themselves. Why? Because
what a person wants for his children reveals
what he truly believes.

4. Rav Yehoshua Shainfeld, Likkutei Yehoshua



A person’s own behavior may sometimes be
compromised by weakness. However, what
he teaches his children reflects the deepest
inclinations of his heart. Therefore, when
the Torah juxtaposes the personal obliga-
tions with teaching one’s children, it teaches
that transmitting Torah is itself testimony
that Torah truly resides in one’s heart. One
who genuinely loves Torah cannot keep it to
himself.

Rav Shimshon Pincus® develops this idea
even further. When one davens or learns,
he feels he is directly serving Hashem. Yet,
when a father spends half an hour learning
Mishnah or Gemara with his child, he may
subconsciously feel that he is sacrificing “his
own” learning time for the sake of his child.
Rav Pincus sharply rejects this mentality.
Learning with one’s child is not secondary.
Teaching one’s child appears in the very
same paragraph as vedibarta bam- that
one should engage in Torah study himself,
because teaching one’s children is itself part
of speaking words of Torah. A father who sits
and learns with his child is not interrupting
his spiritual life. He is fulfilling one of its
greatest expressions.

Rav Pincus compares this to physical
health. Parents naturally understand that
a child requires constant nourishment. A
healthy meal today may not transform the
child overnight, but years of proper nutrition
build strength and vitality. So too spiritually.
A father may wonder: “What difference will
fifteen minutes of learning really make?”
But every Mishnah, every pasuk, every
brief moment of consistent Torah learning

5. Rav Shimshon Pincus; Tiferret Shimshon

shapes the soul of a child. Just as healthy
food strengthens the body over time, reg-
ular Torah learning strengthens the soul.
Therefore, the Torah commands not merely
to teach, but sharpen (bnnw). Torah must
become alive, natural, and deeply engraved
within the child.

The Torah does not view Judaism as a pri-
vate religious experience. A person’s level
of religiosity is measured not only by what
a person says, but by what he longs to pass
on. A Jew can daven, learn and outwardly
appear connected, but the deepest proof of
one’s commitment is whether one feels com-
pelled to share Torah with others, especially
with one’s children. When Torah truly enters
the heart, it naturally seeks continuity.

Every moment a parent learns with a
child, answers a question, or models gen-
uine love of Torah, he is building eternity.
Sometimes those moments feel small and
insignificant. Yet spiritual greatness is rarely
created in dramatic flashes. It is formed qui-
etly through consistency, warmth, repetition,
and presence. A few minutes of learning. A
conversation at the Shabbat table. A Mishnah
reviewed on the way somewhere. A father or
mother showing that Torah matters. These
moments shape generations.

Perhaps that is why 7225 onaw stands in
the very center of Kriyat Shema. It highlights
that the ultimate expression of Ahavat Hash-
em is not merely to hold Torah within our
hearts, but to ensure that its flame continues
to burn in the hearts of others in future gen-
erations.

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562

Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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Chazzanut and Songs from the Festivals and more

to Sensatiop: NiSSiIﬁ Saal
aritone Colin Schachat

Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Maestro E“] ]affe

Sunday 26th july, 19:30
Henry Crown Hall Jerusalem Theatre
Tickets from NIS70 at Tel: 1700-70-4000 « www.jso.co.il




Jerusalem Physical Therapy Services

@ Joint replacements @ Parkinsonism -l
@ Stroke rehabilitation @ Sports injuries
@ Back and neck pain gwin EliteMed, Modiin L

M 054-4639463 © www.jsportmed.com

Dr. Yonatan Kaplan
BPT MSc (Med) Ph.D MAPA

"MIWI 11 10129 W.ewensohn Raz & Co

1MV T DY TIWn Law Offices & Notary

Estates, Probate, Real Estate Tama 38 and Renovation

and Inheritances* Transactions Construction Projects Moshe Raz,
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters
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LEGACY __ o
PODCASTS _

YOUR FAMILY'S STORY DESERVES TO BE PRESERVED
BECAUSE ONE DAY, HEARING THEIR VOICE AGAIN WILL MEAN EVERYTHING.

£ PROFESSIONAL AUDIO + VIDEO F . APRICELESS FAMILY KEEPSAKE
ik __,"_i Capture every laugh, smile, and s A legacy your family will cherish
L expression in crystal-clear detai. — for generations.

2 HaMa'ayan Street, Modi'in | 052-640-4414 | info@beineinu.co.l
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Menachem Ussishkin z’1, Secretary of the
First Zionist Congress, was the head of the
Jewish National Fund and one of the great
builders of the Land. He dedicat-
ed his life to encouraging aliyah,
and strengthening agricultural
settlement and made a great
impact in the renewal of Jewish
life in Eretz Yisrael. Having just
returned from an overseas trip,

on Erev Rosh Hashanah 5690
(1929 /v”"0N), just a bit more than
a month after the murderous
Arab pogroms in Tzfat, Yerusha-
layim and Chevron, Ussishkin went to daven
at the Kotel and recorded an account of his
experience:

“Jewish Jerusalem was still wrapped in
mourner’s black and the impact of the frightful
occurrences had not yet subsided. Somber and
depressed, I entered the Old City. On the entire
route to the Kotel, I met virtually no Jews; only
police and Arabs filled the narrow streets.

Soon, I found myself before the Kotel... That
wall, a reminder of our great and glorious past...
and only two Jews were standing there, the
shammas and myself. The entire plaza in front
of the Kotel was filled with British policemen;
above, near the mosque on the site of the Tem-
ple, Arabs stood looking down on the Jewish
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Menachum Ussishkin

ruins; and I stood silently in my distress...

I do not remember how long I stood there
with these depressing thoughts. Dusk fell and
darkness began to engulf the Kotel plaza, lan-
terns began to glimmer nearby, yet here it was
forbidden to light them. I detected the sound
of approaching footsteps. Out of a darkened
side street stepped an elderly Jew of stately
appearance, attired in traditional yom tov
garb, who was accompanied by
two men...”

Ussishin recognized “the elder-
ly Jew”. It was the revered leader
of the Yishuv haYashan, Rav Yosef
Chaim Zonnenfeld, zt’], the righ-
teous “Guardian of Jerusalem”.
As founder of the Eida haCha-
2. X reidis, Rav Zonnenfeld represent-
ed unwavering traditionalism
and uncompromising dedication
to kedusha. Ussishkin was awe-struck in the
presence of the tzadik:

“I did not move or approach him, for I did
not want to disturb his awesome reverence.
He approached the Kotel with bowed head
and began to Kiss its stones with holy fervor. A
deep sigh escaped his lips. He raised his head,
gave the stones a final embrace, and turned to
leave. Then he noticed me and approached.

“How happy I am,” said the Rav, “that I have
found here a brother who shares our anguish
and pain. In recent years I have not visited
the Kotel on Erev Rosh Hashanah, for I find
walking this distance difficult. But after such
events, I felt compelled to come and see this
remnant of our past glory.”

YHiN \



With the dark shadow of a painful summer
hanging over them, the elderly tzadik of the
0ld City and the dedicated builder of the Land
shared a few heavy, silent moments together
in the desolate shadow of nwTn na 1w, ‘the
remnant of our destroyed holy Temple’. Sud-
denly, Rav Zonnenfeld looked up, and with his
eyes shining with hope, exclaimed, “Es vet zei
nisht helfen! It will not help them (the Arabs)
— let us not be dejected! Mmay’ Ny D), ‘this too
shall pass.” We will soon return to this holy
place, not with bowed heads and through the
broken, narrow alleyways, but with pride, in
a rebuilt Yerushalayim!”

On this Shabbos Nachamu, may all of
us, brothers and sisters who have “shared
anguish and pain” be blessed to share joyous
occasions, see and experience revealed good,
with the restoration of Jewish pride and well-
being, mrrnxm myowin n'ixaa, with the arriv-
al of the complete and true Redemption.

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul
5786)m

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
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ACTIVEWEAR
-Sporls & Swim
-Teens to XXL

-Pockets!

0546-393926 chanabana.com
FREE Jerusalem and Efrat Pick-Up
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l!-w Thts Ttsha Bav and Beyond I A5
" Live Kiddush Hashem.,q

Greet everyone with a smile.

&-\ Judge others favorably.

i Forgive a friend, spouse, relative,
e neighbor, or co-worker.

ogether we can bring the _Geu_lﬂr :

Avraham/Levi®
0586927574

Property Management
and Maintenance

Ask us about the vibrant communlty in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyon -'  |
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IN JERUSALEM

JERUSALEM IS YOUR ULTIMATE DESTINATION FOR
ACADEMIC SUCCESS, PROFESSIONAL GROWTH, AND VIERANT LIVING

STUDENTS:

s Academic Guidance

Benefit from tailored support in choosing
your course of studies with education fairs
and personalized guidance. Jerusalem is
home to Hebrew University, and other
colleges specializing in STEM, business,
Judaic studies, arts, humanities and more.

N Academic Integration Programs

Start your academic studies in English and
transition to Hebrew courses as your
Hebrew improves. Up to 4 levels of Hebrew
Ulpan are offered during the program,
progressing up to exemption level

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS:

# Finding Your Community

Whether you're religious, secular, or
somewhere in between, we'll help you find
the community where you belong — a place
to build friendships, grow your professional
network, and settle in. We can even help you
find the right rental.

] A city of Opportunities

Jerusalem offers strong work opportunities,
from the country’'s fastest-growing hi-tech
scene to roles in medicine, education,
non-profits, and more.

@ Social and Cultural Activities

lerusalem is packed with culture, from 40+ museums and year-round festivals to live music,
theater, and nightlife. Between community events, volunteering, sports leagues, and language
exchanges, there are endless ways to get involved, make friends, and get to know the city.

SCHEDULE A FREE
ONE-ON-ONE SESSION
WITH OUR ALIYAH
COORDINATOR HERE

Yvette Latinik

{,_;_J' yvette_la@jerusalem.munkil
(L) +972 55-944-3087 (WhatsApp)




Apartments at Protea in Elkana

PIOTACIENRS @fm =
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Come choose the apartment that suits you best
A range of apartment sizes, including especially spacious 90 and
100 sg m homes. Premium apartment specifications, with luxurious
balconies overlooking a perfect panoramic view

Designed for A rich social life Guest medical 24/7
the religious and a wide range of apartments for oversight
community activities visiting family

Protea in Elkana

Religious-Zionist senior living

#9405 /)




This changed my life in so many ways. | am a much ga&ﬂ'm; calmer, intentional person in
every aspect of my life! My IBD is so much better!

WirePay

Beating the banks
every time

Propertyipurchases. Investment. Living Expenses.
Forward Contracts - lock in the rate up to1 year.

5000+ | $4B+

Customers served < Exchanged
bl T 1§ S il o~
@ 02 624 0288 @ info@wirepayisrael.com

*(Formally Forex Israel)
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PROTEA

IN ELKANA -

SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST
SENIOR LIVING. THIS IS A HOME
FOR THE RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST
COMMUNITY, COMBINING THE
HOLY AND THE SECULAR, FOR
HIGH QUALITY LIVING WITH A

RICH RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY

LIFE."

BSDMT7 TIIRTA

|
‘IA BEAUTIFUL
SME BROADENS

(SLHE MIND
| e

SPACIOUS APARTMENTS IN THE NEW HOME FOR THE RELIGIOUS-

ZIONIST COMMUNITY IN ELKANA. THE COMMUNITY'S PREMIER

SENIOR LIVING PROJECT, PROTEA IN ELKANA, INVITES YOU TO ENJOY

ESPECIALLY LARGE AND SPACIOUS APARTMENTS WITHOUT COMPROMISIG A WARM
COMMUNITY, A FULL CULTURAL AND LEISURE LIFE, PRAYER SERVICES, TORAH
CLASSES, AND A FAMILY ATMOSPHERE YOU WON'T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE.

OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, MORE AND MORE SE-
NIORS HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR SENIOR LIVING THAT
LETS THEM ENJOY ALL THE ADVANTAGES OF COM-
MUNITY, SERVICES, AND SECURITY, YET WITHOUT
GIVING UP THE QUALITY OF LIFE THEY WERE USED
TO AT HOME, WHICH IS SO IMPORTANT TO THEM.

PROTEA IN ELKANA WAS PLANNED WITH ESPECIALLY
LARGE AND SPACIOUS 2.5, 3, AND 4 ROOM APART-
MENTS, DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE WHO PREFER A LOT
OF SPACE FOR HOSTING AND MORE. THAT'S IN ADDI-
TION TO DEDICATED GUEST APARTMENTS FOR FAM-
ILIES.

THE APARTMENTS FEATURE LARGE, LUXURIOUS
LIVING SPACES, MAKING IT EASY TO HOST FAMILY,
TOGETHER WITH PREMIUM APARTMENT SPECIFI-
CATIONS, WIDE BALCONIES OVERLOOKING AN OPEN
AND MAGICAL VIEW, AND THOUGHTFUL DESIGN THAT
LETS YOU ENJOY EVERY MOMENT AT HOME. FROM
THE MOMENT YOU STEP INSIDE, YOU WILL FEEL AT
HOME, A HOME THAT IS A JOY TO LIVE IN FOR A LIFE-
TIME.

PROTEA IN ELKANA IS MUCH MORE THAN SENIOR
LIVING. IT IS A HOME THAT LETS YOU LIVE WITH IN-
DEPENDENCE, SECURITY, AND JOY, WITHIN A WARM,
ACTIVE, AND VIBRANT RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST COMMU-
NITY.

ONE OF PROTEA'S BEST FEATURES IS THE ABILITY
TO HOST GUESTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND FOR FAM-
ILY CELEBRATIONS, WITH A WIDE, OPEN-AIR SUKKAH

COME CHOOSE THE APARTMENT THAT SUITS YOU BEST

Q‘/, PROTEA IN ELKANA . O£ 05

"Z PROTEA IN ELKANARELIGIOUS-ZIONIST SENIOR LIVING

BALCONY THAT FACES A MAGNIFICENT LANDSCAPE.

THE APARTMENTS ARE DESIGNED WITH THE RELI-
GIOUS-ZIONIST WAY OF LIFE IN MIND, AND INCLUDE,
AMONG OTHER FEATURES, A DOUBLE SINK, A SINK
FOR WASHING HANDS, AND AN ELECTRIC BOX SHAB-
BAT TIMER. BEYOND THE APARTMENT ITSELF, RES-
IDENTS ENJOY THE FULL RANGE OF SERVICES AT
PROTEA IN ELKANA: AN INDOOR POOL WITH SEPA-
RATE SWIM HOURS AND DEDICATED FAMILY HOURS,
A GYM, A SPA, A SYNAGOGUE, TORAH CLASSES, CUL-
TURAL AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES, HIGH-QUALITY
MEALS, AND A WARM, SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY.

FOR MANY OF OUR RESIDENTS WHO CHOOSE PRO-
TEA, IT IS PRECISELY THIS ROOM TO HOST GENER-
OUSLY, AND THE SENSE THAT THERE IS SPACE FOR
EVERYTHING THAT MATTERS, THAT MAKES THE EX-
PERIENCE ONE OF TRUE QUALITY OF LIFE.

AT PROTEA IN ELKANA, WE SEE THE MOVE TO SE-
NIOR LIVING NOT AS LIFE GETTING SMALLER, BUT AS
LIFE OPENING UP, WITH MORE

COMFORT, FEWER WOR-
RIES, MORE PEACE,
AND MORE TIME

FOR FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY.




SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

This coming Tuesday evening and Wednes-
day, we will commemorate the sacred, yet
often overlooked day of Tu B’Av—Chamisha
Asar B’Av. The fifteenth day of the month of
Av is filled with an inner joy that is both mys-
terious and deeply redemptive. The Talmud
(Ta’anit 30b) teaches that there were no days
as joyous for the Jewish people as Tu B’Av
and Yom Kippur. While Yom Kippur offers the
joy of forgiveness, Tu B’Av reveals the joy of
reunion—of souls, of hearts, of the collective
soul of Am Yisrael made whole again.

The Apter Rebbe, the Oheiv Yisrael zy'a,
explains the significance of this day through
his deep teachings on the Hebrew letters.
Every letter, he taught, is a vessel of Divine
light, a code of spiritual reality. Tu B’Av is the
fifteenth day of the month of Av(comprised of
the letters alef and bet), corresponding to the
fifteenth letter of the Alef-Bet, Samech (o),
that offers us a key to its meaning.

Samech is unique among the Hebrew let-
ters: it is a perfect circle, closed and complete.
A Samech, like all circles, has a center which
is equidistant from all spaces along the cir-
cle, meaning no matter where an individual

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished, brand new building on
Mekor Chaim street - Spacious 4 room
apartment, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat elevator. From 3.79m NIS

Shachrai Street, Bayit Vega
Ground floor 4 rooms, nicely renovated,
2.5 bathrooms. 2.97m NIS

For Rent on Derech Beit Lechem 158
4 rooms, 100m, Shabbat Elevator, view, parking,
12m mirpeset. 8200NIS/month
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may be standing around that circle, they all
remain equally close to the center of the
circle. The Sameach teaches us that every
individual remains equally close to Hashem,
without hierarchy or condition. The Samech
symbolizes Divine support, surrounding love,
the unshakable embrace of Hashem for every
soul.

Tu B’Av reflects that same energy. On this
day, the daughters of Yerushalayim would
dance in borrowed white garments, in the
vineyards; encouraging the young men and
women to forge soul-connections not based
on tribe or status, but essence and values. The
Gemara (Ta’anit 26b) tells us that those who
did not have a white dress of their own would
borrow, so that no one would be ashamed.
Everyone danced together, equal, radiant, and
beloved.

The Apter Rebbe, whose life and Torah were
devoted to Ahavat Yisrael, would say that the
greatest spiritual elevation comes not from
asceticism or isolation, but from loving every
Jew, regardless of background or level. The
circle of the Samech has no corners—no top
or bottom, no inside or outside. So too must
our love and connection flow: whole, uncon-
ditional, and unbreakable.

Perhaps most beautifully, this imagery of
the circle refers to the unity we will experi-
ence in the days of Mashiach. The Gemara
in Ta’anit 31a teaches that in the future,
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu oseh lahem machol
la’tzaddikim—The Holy One will make a circle
dance for the righteous”. Hashem will stand
in the center, and each soul will point and



exclaim: “Hinei Elokeinu, Zeh Hashem Kivinu
Lo!”—“Behold our G-d, this is Hashem for
whom we have longed!”

It will be the final Samech. A circle of
redemption. A dance of equality and Divine
presence, where no one is closer, and no one
is further. Each one will see Hashem from
their place in the circle. No competition, only
joy and love.

This, says the Oheiv Yisrael, is the spirit of
Tu B’Av. A foretaste of the future. A glimpse at
that dance that each of us will experience, as
we greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

Reb Tzadok HaKohain M'Lublin zy'a,
explained that the essential joy of Tu B’
Av emerges specifically after the pain and
sadness of Tisha B’Av, for then the consola-
tion begins to be revealed, and from within
the concealment and destruction itself, the
bestowal of Divine love and mercy is revealed.

The saddest day and the happiest day of
the year occur only six days apart. This is
no coincidence. Redemption is born from
brokenness.The deepest love often follows
the deepest separation.The Jewish calendar
teaches that despair is never the final chapter.

Yehi Ratzon, May we merit to take to heart
these beautiful teachings, and soon gath-
er together to dance in that great circle of
redemption, with Hashem at the center, and
each of us basking in the light of unity. m
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NORTH TALPIOT - New boutique building,
spacious and bright, 5 rooms turned into 4, high
end designed, 130m, panoramic view, 2 bathrooms,
2 parking spots, storeroom, Shabbat elevator.

6.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Haneviim St., modern,
boutique building, 3 rooms, 2 balconies,
furnished, quiet, parking, designed by architect.

3.950.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on one level, 20m
sukkah balcony, 40m? storeroom (office/clinique)

12.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

HAR HOMA
5 rooms turned into 4 spacious rooms, 3rd floor
with elevator, close to public transportation, shops
and shuls, storeroom, private parking.

2.390.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

MEKOR HAIM - 3 rooms, 60m, safe room,
elevator, covered parking.

2.650.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

FOR RENT ARNONA HATZEIRA - Close to Baka,
2 large 3 room apartments, garden/terrace,
furnished, easy access, parking, safe room.

9,500 NIS, AGENTS FEE: 1 MONTH + VAT

b/\ Flying Soon? P
Travel with Confidence l.l,"n
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance

uud
W
at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
T1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

797 NSY N9
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The King is Waiting : nTwa \7nn

Thursday, August 13th
9:15am - 1:00 pm

Beit Midrash Torani Leumi
5 Reuven Street

i : 50 NIS,
Mrs. Elisheva Rav Meir Brunch will be served
Kaminetzky Finkelstein

Additional Full Schedule and Registration at:
speakers and
T ouisrael.org/events/elul2026bs

OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for afim and their families across lsrael

*+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

+ Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across Israel

*+ Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple ®]37[E]
For more information Josh Churney: C [w] =
joshc@ouisrael.org S0an ME

OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP | 054-281-4604
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

The world of kashrut is complex. Kashrut
concerns arise during the production of
nearly every food we consume. Many of
these issues stem from Rabbinic enactments,
while others are rooted directly in the Torah.
Even Rabbinic decrees often exist to safe-
guard Biblical kosher laws.

The laws of shechitah, however, are unique
in that they are primarily Biblical in origin. It
is therefore understandable that many peo-
ple are particularly meticulous in this area
of halachah.

There are many questions regarding which
chickens one should purchase, whether for
home use or the food service industry. This
article will address only the most fundamen-
tal issues relating to chicken shechitah.

In earlier times, society was far less

Lose fat and keep it off.

A structured fitness &
nutrition plan that
actually fits your lifestyle -
so you stop starting over.

Jeff Fantl- Fitness coach
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industrialized. Food production and distri-
bution were local, simple, and transparent.
Bread was purchased from the neighbor-
hood bakery, which obtained its ingredients
from local suppliers, who in turn bought
directly from nearby farmers. Communities
were familiar with the merchants and pro-
ducers who supplied their food.

The meat industry functioned in much the
same way. A person would purchase a live
chicken from the local poultry seller, bring
it to the shochet, who would perform the
shechitah, and then take the bird home to
pluck, prepare, and kasher it. Similarly, local
butchers purchased a small number of cat-
tle, sheep, or goats from nearby farmers and
had them slaughtered by the community sho-
chet. Any halachic questions that arose were
referred to the local rabbi. In rural areas,
many families even raised and slaughtered
their own livestock.

Because shechitah was performed on a
small, local scale during the times of the
Mishnah and Gemara, Chazal generally
addressed individual cases rather than large
industrial operations. They taught that if a
traveler was welcomed into the home of a
religious Jew, he could assume that the meat
served had been slaughtered in accordance
with halachah.



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

Proper supervision of the slaughtering
process is only the first step in ensuring that
meat and poultry are kosher.

The Torah prohibits consuming an animal
that suffered from a life-threatening inju-
ry or illness that would likely have caused
its death even had it not been slaughtered.
An animal with such a condition remains
non-kosher despite having undergone a
perfectly valid shechitah. Such an animal is
called a treifah, and disqualifying injuries or
illnesses are known collectively as treifot.

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh De’ah 39:1)
rules that it is unnecessary to inspect an
animal for every possible treifah. The sole
exception is the lungs of mammals, since
lung defects occur with sufficient frequency
to require examination.

The Shach (ibid) explains that this ruling is
based on the halachic principle that the over-
whelming majority of animals are healthy.
Accordingly, we may presume an animal is
free of treifot unless there is reason to suspect
otherwise. However, whenever a particular
treifah is known to occur with meaningful fre-
quency, it must also be checked (see Rashba,
Chullin 9a). The precise threshold at which a
condition becomes common enough to require
inspection is the subject of halachic debate.

In Eretz Yisrael, defects are found with
notable frequency in chicken lungs and in
the sinews and tendons of the legs. Conse-
quently, these areas require inspection.

The Israeli Chief Rabbinate requires that

a mashgiach examine every chicken’s lungs
and legs. In modern industrial slaughter-
houses, however, more than 30,000 chickens
may be slaughtered in a single day. Thor-
ough manual inspection of every bird would
require enormous manpower, making the
process both slow and expensive.

For this reason, the Rabbinate general-
ly requires only a visual inspection of the
lungs and an external examination of the
legs. While this approach identifies obvi-
ous defects, it may not detect every possible
treifah.

Many mehadrin kashrut organizations
(badatzim) employ a more rigorous system.
They make an incision in each leg, remove
the sinews and tendons, and inspect them
directly. This method is significantly more
thorough, although considerably more
labor-intensive.

OU Kosher follows a system similar to that
used by the badatzim, but with an import-
ant distinction. Rabbi Yisroel Belsky zt”]
maintained that even this approach has
limitations.

HILLEL KRIEF
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REAL ESTATE AGENT
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He explained that if a sufficiently signif-
icant percentage of chickens are found to
have treifot, halachah requires that every
chicken be checked. Once such an obligation
exists, the inspection must be complete and
reliable. In an industrial facility processing
tens of thousands of chickens each day;, it is
virtually impossible to guarantee that every
single bird has been inspected without
exception.

A comparable concept exists in the inspec-
tion of leafy vegetables for insects. We do not
examine every individual leaf. Instead, we
inspect a representative sample from each
batch. If that sample is found to be clean,
halachah allows us to establish a chazakah
that the batch is free of infestation.

Rabbi Belsky applied this principle to poul-
try. By conducting a meticulous inspection
of a substantial representative sample from
each flock, it is possible to establish a chezkat
kashrut — a halachic presumption that the
flock is healthy and free of problematic levels
of treifot.

The challenge arises when such a pre-
sumption cannot be established because the
sample reveals an unacceptable percentage
of treifot.

This presents a significant difficulty for many
lower-standard shechitot. It also creates chal-
lenges for the badatzim. Most badatz organiza-
tions serve specific communities and supervise
numerous caterers, restaurants, and event halls

All your jewelrg needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

that rely exclusively on their certification. As a
result, they often need to continue processing
chickens even when a flock contains a problem-
atic rate of treifot. Their only option is to inspect
every chicken individually and thoroughly eval-
uate each lung and leg.

OU Kosher operates differently. Because
our consumers also rely on other high-end
kosher certifications, we are not obligated to
certify every flock presented to us.

Accordingly, we carefully inspect the first
several hundred chickens from each flock. If
we discover even a relatively low incidence of
treifot — approximately two percent or more
— we simply decline to certify that flock. In
certain situations, we may continue process-
ing the flock only if the slaughterhouse has
the capability to perform a meticulous exam-
ination of every individual chicken.

In shechitah, as in every area of kashrut,
experience is indispensable. Years of practi-
cal expertise develop the judgment necessary
to recognize subtle issues and maintain con-
sistently high standards.

OU Kosher brings decades of experience to
every aspect of the shechitah process, apply-
ing that expertise to ensure the highest stan-
dards of kashrut in the production of kosher
poultry for today’s marketplace.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

RARE JEWS OF DJERBA PHOTOS

Selling very rare 1950's photos of Jews of Djerba
next to the famous Griba Synagogue. Taken by
world-famed photographer Zoltan Glass.
David Herman, Jerusalem 0534736330
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"And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and your gates" -
Deuteronomy 6:9
Every mezuzah needs a doorpost. Every doorpost needs a home
Let us help you find yours in Jerusalem!

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties
is just one search away www.remaxjerusalem.com
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Bar Kochba St, Great French Hill
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Letter’s
Lessons

“Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem
echad — Hear, O Israel: Hashem is our God,;
Hashem is One.” (Devarim 6:4)

This grand verse has been
found on the lips of countless
Jews throughout the ages.
Notably the letters “ayin”
at the end of “shema,” and
“daled” at the end of “echad,”
are written larger than the
other words in the Torah.
Many of the commentators
explain that these two letters,
ayin and daled form the word
eid—witness, as the Jewish
people stand witness to the
veracity of this statement. At the same time,
however, there is much to learn from each of
these letters independently.

BROTHERS
~o* MMOVING CO.

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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Rav Shmuel Brazil

Rav Shmuel Brazil in B’shivili Nivra Ha’ol-
am offers a fascinating insight that highlights
the significance of the daled. He teaches that
when Hashem created Adam, there was
absolute clarity and certainty of Hashem’s
presence in the world. After Adam ate from
the Tree of Knowledge, reality became dis-
torted, good and evil became mixed and
difficult to discern from one another. This
confusion is hinted at in
Adam’s punishment, “arurah
ha’adamah ba’avurecha... kotz
v’dardar tatzmi’ach lach —
cursed be the ground for your
sake...And it will cause thorns
and thistles to grow for you...”
(Bereisheet 3:18).

The word “dardar” is spelled
daled, reish and again, daled,
reish. Rav Brazil explains that
the letter daled here alludes to
the enlarged daled in the word
echad in the Shema. The letter reish alludes
to an enlarged letter reish at the end of the
word acher in the verse, “Ki lo tishtachaveh
le’eil acher — for you shall not prostrate
yourself before another god,” (Shemot
34:14). There is never a random placement of
letters and words in the Torah; each detail is
exceedingly precise and related to the other.
Dardar expresses the obscurity included in
the earth’s curse. Can we recognize Hashem
as echad, the sole authority of the universe?
Or is our allegiance to acher, another? This
is the distinction we must constantly deter-
mine as we go through life making choices



and decisions. Do our thoughts, actions and
deeds take us closer to Oneness or are they
leading us toward another path?

Even the numerical difference between
the letter reish (200) and the letter daled (4)
is compelling. If we subtract 4 from 200, we
are left with 196, the same numerical val-
ue as kotz, a thorn, that tiny little piece that
sticks out of the top line on the daled that
distinguishes it from the reish. Sometimes the
feature that qualifies Oneness as opposed to
“another” can be so small, yet, provokes us
until we find it and make it our primary focus.

It is certainly not arbitrary that the Torah
describes the war with Amalek as lasting,

m’dor dor — from generation to genera-
tion.” (Shemot 17:16) The word dor is spelled
daled, reish as well. The biblical war with
Amalek not only symbolizes the constant
clash between the forces of evil and good
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in the world, but it also represents the daily
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Yashar V’tov

Moshe Rabbeinu is about to begin the mon-
umental task of reviewing the entire Torah, a
process that gives Sefer Devarim its nickname,
Mishneh Torah — the review or repetition of
the Torah. Before launching
into this review, however, he
returns to the defining moment
of Jewish history: Matan Torah
at Har Sinai. He revisits the
mountain where the Torah was
given and, in the process, adds
one important instruction that
had not been explicitly record-
ed earlier:

"...210D1 W Ny

This pasuk demands that we
act beyond the letter of the law
— lifnim mishurat hadin — particularly in the
realm of interpersonal ethics. When dealing
with other people, we should ask not only,
“What am I obligated to do?” but also, “What is
the right and moral path to take?” Rashi offers
one example: the willingness to reach a settle-
ment or compromise (peshara) rather than
insisting on litigating a dispute to the bitter end.

Halachah defines our legal obligations, but
this pasuk reminds us that our moral respon-
sibilities often extend beyond them.

BEYOND THE LETTER OF THE LAW

The demand of Va’asita Hayashar Ve’hatov
in the realm of bein adam lachaveiro parallels
the demand of Kedoshim Tihyu in the realm of
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Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt”1

-

RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

bein adam laMakom. As the Ramban famous-
ly explains, Kedoshim Tihyu calls upon us to
preserve not only the letter of halachah but
also its spirit. In theory, a person can indulge
in endless physical pleasures while remain-
ing technically within halachic boundaries.
Kedoshim Tihyu demands a life of restraint,
moderation, and spiritual purpose, not merely
technical halachic compliance.

Likewise, Va’asita Hayashar
Ve’hatov teaches that our
responsibility to others cannot
be measured solely by legal
obligation. We are expected to
go beyond the letter of the law
and act with kindness, fairness,
and moral sensitivity.

MORAL CONSCIENCE

The concept of yashar ve’ha-
tov is far more than a call to
compromise or to follow the
spirit of the law. It establishes the principle
that not every decision falls within halachic
parameters. The Torah does not leave those
decisions to chance. Hashem also endowed
us with a moral conscience, and He expects
us to use that moral conscience to navigate
moral issues even when they are not directly
addressed by halachic codes.

Of course, moral conscience can never,
chas v’shalom, override halachah. On the
rare occasions when the two appear to clash,
we submit our moral instincts to halachah. A
halachah can never be suspended because
it does not appear moral to us. Yet there
remains a broad range of questions that



halachah does not directly address, and in
those areas Hashem expects us to apply the
moral conscience that He Himself implanted
within the human heart.

This is not an obvious idea. Many would
argue that halachah itself is the sole roadmap
for moral decision-making. Human moral
reasoning is too subjective and too limited to
grasp the full complexity of every situation.
Rather than relying upon our own moral
instincts, we should allow halachah and mitz-
vot alone to shape our moral judgments.

My own mesorah embraced this under-
standing of Va’asita Hayashar Ve’hatov. Mori
V’Rabi, Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, gave it a
clear expression. In a landmark essay, Does
Jewish Tradition Recognize an Ethic Indepen-
dent of Halakha?, Rav Aharon wrote: “Tradi-
tional halakhic Judaism demands of the Jew...
commitment to an ethical moment... The
demand for transcending the din is itself part
of the halachic corpus.”

He rejected the assumption that every mor-
al question can be resolved simply by con-
sulting a halachic code: “Everything can be
looked up, every moral dilemma resolved by
reference to code or canon... [that] notion is
both palpably naive and patently false.”

Va'asita Hayashar Ve’hatov is therefore much
more than a narrow obligation to extend our-
selves beyond halachic requirements in inter-
personal affairs. It establishes an entire reli-
gious paradigm: follow your moral conscience
as a complement to halachic mandate.

I witnessed Rav Lichtenstein applying this
moral conscience on too many occasions to
recount. I will suffice with two stories.

Forty years ago, public telephones in Israel
(on the rare occasions they actually worked)
operated by inserting special coins called
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asimonim. Each asimon purchased a fixed
amount of calling time, and if the conversa-
tion continued, additional asimonim had to
be inserted. These coins were sold at local
post offices (again, on the rare occasions they
were open). At one point, the post office in
Alon Shevut ran out of asimonim, effective-
ly shutting down the only reliable means of
communication available to us.

The day a new shipment finally arrived,
many of the students rushed to the post office
and purchased as many asimonim as they
could, fearing another shortage. Rav Lichten-
stein delivered a stirring moral rebuke. How
could we act with such moral insensitivity by
hoarding asimonim and preventing others
from purchasing them to make the phone
calls they needed? We were instructed to
return the excess asimonim and keep only
a reasonable supply. There is no halachah
prohibiting someone from buying too many
asimonim. Yet Rav Lichtenstein felt that such
behavior was morally inappropriate.

On another occasion, Rav Lichtenstein
needed to travel to the United States, but every
seat on the flight had already been booked.
We all know the anxiety of needing to trav-
el urgently and discovering that no seats are
available. Someone suggested using personal
connections to secure him a seat. Rav Lichten-
stein refused. He reasoned that obtaining
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a seat through protektzia would inevitably
come at the expense of another passenger
who already held a valid ticket. Though no
halachah prohibited accepting the seat, he felt
it would simply be wrong to do so.

The ability to employ strong moral reason-
ing and make stout moral decisions in areas
of life that aren’t legislated by halachah is one
of the traits I most deeply value in my rebbe.

THE DEBATE BENEATH THE DEBATE

These ideas shape the way different Torah
communities think about contemporary
moral questions. Nowhere has that differ-
ence become more visible than in the current
debate over Charedi military service.

We are living through a moment of pro-
found disagreement, with each side believ-
ing that it is expressing the will of the Torah.
In many ways, this is the quintessential
machloket ’'shem Shamayim. Yet the intensity
of the debate over the practical question of
military service often obscures the more sub-
tle differences in worldview and values that
lie at the heart of each community.

MILCHEMET MITZVAH

Part of the debate centers on the mitzvah of
military service and the question of milchemet
mitzvah. Those who believe — as I do — that
the current war constitutes a milchemet mitz-
vah understand military service to be a hala-
chic obligation that, when necessary, even
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supersedes Torah study. Chazal teach thatin a
milchemet mitzvah, “afilu chatan me’chedero»
— even a groom leaves his wedding chamber
to join the battle. Tragically, since October
7, far too many young husbands have been
called to duty only days after their weddings.

Many in the Charedi community see this
differently. Based on their broader views of
the State of Israel, and on a different under-
standing of what constitutes a milchemet mitz-
vah, they do not classify the current war as a
milchemet mitzvah. Once that is the case, they
no longer see a halachic obligation to inter-
rupt full-time Torah study in order to serve.

My purpose here is not to resolve that hala-
chic debate. But alongside the halachic debate
about milchemet mitzvah lies a more nuanced
question about moral reasoning.

MORAL OBLIGATION

Those who support Charedi conscription
experience the issue not only as a halachic
obligation but as a profound moral imper-
ative. They ask: How can a person not join
in defending the country during an existen-
tial war? How can someone morally justify
allowing others to bear the burden, endure
repeated reserve duty, and shoulder the
sacrifice while remaining on the sidelines?
Many people find this morally outrageous,
and they express that moral outrage openly
and passionately. For many of us, basic moral
sensitivity and basic moral calculus demands
that everyone bear the weight of physically
protecting Israel equally.

In response, many within the Charedi com-
munity would argue that moral reasoning is
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itself a function of halachic and Torah-based
reasoning. Some maintain that Da’as Torah is
the final and most authoritative moral voice.
If a recognized Torah scholar concludes
that remaining in the beit midrash to study
Torah is the correct course, then that decision
becomes not only the halachically correct
position but also the morally correct one, even
if it appears otherwise to human instinct.

Even without invoking Da’as Torah, many
argue that the mitzvah of Talmud Torah is itself
the highest moral good. If Torah study protects
the Jewish people and fulfills Hashem’s will,
then remaining in the beit midrash is not
merely halachically justified — it is the most
moral course of action. The GPS for moral deci-
sion-making is Torah itself. The signal comes
from halachah, the mitzvah of Talmud Torah,
and those entrusted to interpret and teach it —
not from an independent moral intuition.

THE GIFT OF CONSCIENCE

Part of this divide turns on this fundamen-
tal question: Does the Torah expect us to exer-
cise moral reasoning independent of formal
halachic analysis? My mesorah answers that
question with a resounding yes. We were
taught that Hashem endowed us with a moral
conscience and expects us to use it. Beyond
asking whether something is halachically
permitted or prohibited, we were taught to
ask whether it is right, fair, and moral. In the
many areas of life that halachah does not
directly address, that moral conscience is not
foreign to Torah — it is part of Hashem’s will.

BEYOND THE DEBATE

It is supremely important not merely to
engage in the debate over Charedi non-con-
scription, which at this point feels largely
intractable. We need to identify the value sys-
tems that underlie each community and serve
as the foundation for their differing positions.
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Doing so helps us better understand one
another and engage the debate with greater
respect and dignity.

Even more importantly, identifying the val-
ues that define our own community helps us
become more conscious of them. Too often,
we inherit values almost by instinct. When
we stop to identify them and give them a
name, we are more likely to think about them,
speak about them, and actually live by them.
Our goal should not merely be to explain our
position, but to become better Jews by living
the values that define our community more
deeply and more consistently.m

=T
RECLARING
REDEAPTION

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. lI: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN
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INITIATIVE

Who Is Hashem Speaking To?

The opening words of this week’s Hafto-
rah are among the most familiar in all of
Tanach:n2* 9% X2 *ny mn mm, Comfort,
comfort My people,” says your G-d. (Yeshayahu
40:1) Most of us hear these words as Hashem
speaking to the Jewish people: “Be comforted,
be comforted.” After the sorrow of Tisha B’Av,
that seems exactly right. We have entered the
Shivah D’Nechemta, the seven Haftarot of
consolation, and Hashem begins by offering
His people words of comfort.

Yet if we look more carefully at the opening
words, it is not at all clear to whom Hashem
is speaking. The Malbim invites us to hear
these familiar words differently. Comment-
ing on the words, “Nachamu, Nachamu,”
he writes:»ny nx mni ,0°x°220 bpx. You, the
prophets — comfort My people. According to
the Malbim, Hashem is not speaking directly
to Klal Yisrael. He is speaking to the prophets,
charging them to become the bearers of His
consolation.

FOR SALE IN EFRAT (DEKEL)
Spacious Semi-Detached Home
8 HaSherut St. (Quiet Cul-de-sac)

11 240 sgm  40sgm 120 sgm
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Separate 40m? Unit Expansion Rights Approved
Parking & Storage ~ Mear Synagogues & Schools | Shelter

Price: 5,290,000 ILS
Michal: 050-7932585 | Yehuda: 054-6091785

Suddenly, the opening of the Haftarah takes
on an entirely new dimension. Rather than
saying, “T will comfort My people,” Hashem
commissions His prophets to comfort them.
Perhaps this teaches us that Hashem often
chooses to bring His comfort into the world
through the words, presence, and kindness of
another human being.

The prophets were the first to receive this
charge, but they were not the last. Every time
we visit a mourner, call a friend who is strug-
gling, offer a listening ear, or quietly sit beside
someone in pain, we become Hashem’s mes-
sengers. His comfort enters the world through
people who answer His call.

As we begin the seven weeks that lead us
toward Rosh Hashanah, perhaps the journey
toward redemption begins not only by receiv-
ing Hashem’s comfort, but by answering His
call to become messengers of His comfort to
others.

May we merit to answer that call, bringing
hope where there is despair, comfort where
there is pain, and in doing so, hasten the day
when Hashem’s promise of “ny 1mna mna” is
fulfilled completely with the redemption of
Klal Yisrael. m

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh
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SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

_ Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot:
Discovering Righteousness
In Every Jew

“All of Israel has a portion in the World
to Come. As the verse states, “Your nation
is all righteous...” (Yeshayahu 60:21) (Pro-
logue to Pirkei Avot, Sanhedrin 10:1).

The above passage is customarily recited
before each chapter of Pirkei Avot.

What is the reason for the placement of this
Mishnah at the beginning of each chapter?

One explanation offered in a classic com-
mentary on Pirkei Avot by Rav Moshe Almos-
nino (c. 1515-1580) is to give a person encour-
agement at the beginning of a demanding
assignment.

Many directives in Pirkei Avot make stren-
uous demands, and it may feel to the reader
that they are not capable of achieving all of
its lofty goals. The dictum that every Jew has
great worth and potential — that all Israel have
a position in the World to Come — is meant to
motivate a Jew to pursue his or her place and
strengthen his or her resolve to succeed in this
great spiritual endeavor.(See Rav Lau on Pirkei
Avot, vol. 1, pp. 6-7.)

Rav Kook offered an exquisite perspective
on the notion that tzidkut, righteousness, is to
be found in every Jew. The following episode
powerfully spotlights this point of view:

In one of the most startling moments in the
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entire narrative of the Torah, Moshe scolds the
Jewish people and strikes the rock in order to
miraculously release its water. The Talmud
(Shabbat 97b) is quick to amplify Moshe’s
wrongdoing by correlating his actions at this
time with criticism he hurled at the Jewish peo-
ple many years earlier. In his first encounter
with God at the burning bush, Moshe voices
the following criticism concerning the Jewish
people: “They will not believe me, and they will
not listen to me...” (Shemot 4:1). The Talmudic
sage Reish Lakish comments that Moshe’s lack
of faith in the people at the opening stages of
his leadership reappears once again when he
irately strikes the rock.

Rav Kook argued that on both occasions
Moshe failed to see that emunah (faith), in its
purest form, is a hidden and intrinsic quality
of the soul. In the words of Rav Kook: “It is an
integral part of the inner soul, forming the very
basis for life, its light and splendor.” The essence
of emunah, in its true magnitude and strength,
is often concealed. (Ain Aya, Shabbat 97b, piska
#13)

At that moment of crisis and confusion,
when the people of Israel complained for water
and were overwhelmed by gloom, unfortu-
nately even the penetrating eye of Moshe failed
to detect the people’s inner reserve of faith. The



Talmud states that God turned to Moshe at that
moment and told him that the Children of Isra-
el are ma’aminim bnei ma’aminim — “they are
believers, the children of believers” (Shabbat
97b). God is teaching, according to the Talmud,
that unquestionably, the inner fire of faith
always burns within their souls.

The lesson Rav Kook taught regarding
Moshe’s misstep is a critically important
teaching that every Jew must absorb. Indeed,
this notion became a clarion call for Rav Kook
throughout his life. He believed that especially
when we as a people are restoring our nation-
hood and rebuilding the Land of Israel
we can no longer judge our fellow
Jew solely according to external
actions. We must recognize and
extol the sparks of goodness in
every fellow Jew.

The statement, “Your nation is
all righteous...,” which according
to longstanding tradition intro-
duces each chapter of Pirkei Avot,
emphatically declares the righteousness of
every Jew — a sanctity embedded deep with-
in the soul that is a Jew’s eternal heritage and
hidden treasure.

This profound message of the purity of the
Jewish soul is poetically conveyed in a beauti-
ful verse in Shir Hashirim: “Do not look upon
me because I am black; for [it is only] the sun
that has tanned me” (1:6). One can never
claim that the Jewish people fail to believe in
the word of God, even when their behavior
appears dark and tarnished. This discoloration
is only superficial. Purity of faith is the most
natural and enduring state of the soul of a Jew.

A MEMORABLE DANCE:
GUARD YOUR INNER LIGHT

Rav Kook and a small group of prominent

rabbis organized a groundbreaking trip

in 1913 to visit the new settlements in the
northern part of the country. They wanted to
meet the chalutzim (pioneers) on “their turf”
and share a message of unity and spiritual
strengthening.

On a visit to the settlement of Poriah, a beau-
tiful scene unfolded when Rav Kook joined a
gathering in the dining hall where the mostly
secular workers were singing and dancing.

Following the joyful dancing, when the
mutual feelings of brotherhood and camara-
derie were at their height, Rav Kook turned to

the men who served as guards in the new
settlement, who were wearing Arab
b cloaks and kefiyyeh headdresses
with rifles slung over their
shoulders, and said: “You are
heroically guarding the Holy
Land and strengthening our
people’s return to her bor-
ders... Please also guard your
holy souls, your inner Jewish
spark!”
They all responded by crying out, “We
promise!”

Rav Kook then fervently replied, “Happy is
the eye that witnessed such dances of teshuvah
and holiness. Praise be God’s name!” (Stories
from the Land of Israel, Morrison, pp. 38-39.)

Rav Kook, throughout his remarkable life-
time and especially during his leadership in
the Land of Israel, powerfully taught that the
pure soul within every person pulsates with
light and boundless potential. It is merely a
matter of recognizing this singular quality and
consistenly seeing more deeply. B

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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I, an obviously Jewish man, was on
an intercity train (3-hour trip) in Europe, and
took out a salad with onions to eat. Someone sit-
ting a few rows away came over to complain, so
I closed it up. Later I went over to ask him why
it bothered him, whether he was allergic, and
he started cursing me. I wondered afterward
whether according to Halacha, he had a right to
prevent me from opening the salad.

The better guess is that your
unpleasant encounter stemmed from blatant
or partial anti-Semitism (i.e., onions disturb
him greatly but he treated you abusively
because you are Jewish). However, you did
not ask and we will not offer opinions on how
to react to anti-Semitism in its myriad forms.

Most of the discussion of the impact of

www.bitondeals.com Owner Operator - Uzi Bi(on@
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one person’s property or actions on anoth-
er person focuses on one who is rationally
using their own property, but it also affects
his neighbor (see Shulchan Aruch, Choshen
Mishpat 155 at length). Included in the list
of things that under certain circumstances
are major offenses that can be protested are
“pbathrooms” and smoke, which are offensive
to the smell (ibid. 36). The ability to complain
is very similar in the public domain (see Tzitz
Eliezer XV:39). Each of the people have the
right to be there, but one should not cause
undue hardship to the other.

Could food that many/most people enjoy be
considered objectionable? Perhaps the most
instructive source on this is an aggadic gema-
ra (Sanhedrin 11a). Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi
(Rebbe) was giving shiur, and one of the stu-
dents had eaten enough garlic to significantly
disturb him. Rebbe requested that whoever
the “offender” is should leave the room. Rabbi
Chiya, who had not eaten garlic, left the room,
followed by all the others. When confront-
ed by Rebbe’s son, Rabbi Chiya said that he
had to cause the exodus in order to save the
offender from embarrassment.

The simple reading of the gemara is that
Rebbe decided that the talmid had no right to
go to a shared place with the smell of garlic,
and that Rabbi Chiya agreed in principle, just
that he felt that this needed to be carried out
in a manner that protected the offender’s dig-
nity. It is possible to claim that the place of the
shiur was Rebbe’s personal domain, so that he
could remove someone without “legal cause.”
However, it is unlikely that he would have
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taken a step in that manner without it being
something that anyone could have demanded.
It is difficult to say clearly how to apply this
to your case, as one might argue that garlic
has a more potent and offensive odor than
onions. Also, on a long train ride with many
passengers, where people regularly eat full
meals, it is more surprising that one would
object to some onion in a salad than it would
be to the same smell in a shiur room.
However, this does not totally close the door
on protest. The gemara (Bava Batra 23a) dis-
cusses what we could call neighborly “super-of-
fenses,” in which even if one seems to have
acquired chazaka (the affected party’s implied
acceptance of the situation), he can be forced to
stop his usage. The gemara brings Rav Yosef’s
claim that even something that is not objective-
ly considered damaging is treated as such if the
affected person is particularly sensitive to it.
The Shulchan Aruch (CM 155:39) codifies this
ability of the sensitive to protest. On the other
hand, he clarifies (ibid. 41; see Be’ur Hagra,
CM 155:119; Aruch Hashulchan CM 155:33)
that to enjoy special power to object one must
prove his sensitivity. In your case, the likely

anti-Semite would have difficulty doing so,
and he also preferred to curse you rather than
explain any hardship on his part. Regarding
future consideration, if you believe someone
who is claiming hardship, you should refrain
from eating rather than cause him to suffer.

It is likely that the operators of the train
have guidelines that include such cases, which
would obligate passengers. Therefore, if a dis-
pute arises, one might seek assistance from
a member of the staff, who may be familiar
with the policies and/or able to suggest prac-
tical solutions.

Having a dispute?
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Machon Puah for Fertility and

Last time we spoke about the history and
current practice of uterine transplants.

In Houston, a remarkable group of physi-
cians and researchers is quietly reshaping the
future of fertility medicine. At Baylor College
of Medicine and Texas Children’s Hospital,
their work on uterine transplantation is help-
ing turn what was once science fiction into
real possibility.

At the heart of this effort are two remark-
able physicians; Dr. Giuliano Testa and Dr.
Liza Johannesson, whose pioneering spirit
has driven the field forward. Together with
multidisciplinary teams of surgeons, fertility
specialists, and researchers, they are pushing
the boundaries of what medicine can achieve.

Their work is not simply about performing
surgeries, it is about solving an intricate med-
ical puzzle. The uterus is one of the most com-
plex organs to transplant, requiring delicate
connections of tiny blood vessels and careful
coordination with fertility treatments like IVF.
The Houston team has played a critical role in
refining these techniques, improving success
rates, and making the procedure safer for
patients.

Closely connected with their clinical part-
ners at Baylor University Medical Center, this
Texas-based program has become one of the
most successful uterine transplant efforts in
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the world. It was here that some of the first
successful births in the United States took
place, marking a turning point in reproduc-
tive medicine.

What sets the Houston group apart is its
spirit of innovation. These physicians are not
content with repeating what has already been
done, they are constantly improving. They
study how to reduce the risk of organ rejec-
tion, how to better support pregnancies in
transplanted uteruses, and how to make the
entire process more accessible in the future.
Each case adds to a growing body of knowl-
edge that benefits patients worldwide.

But beyond the science, there is a deeply
human mission. For women born without a
uterus or who have lost it, this work offers
something that did not exist just a few years
ago: the chance to carry a child themselves.
That possibility is what fuels the dedication of
the Houston team.

Of course, challenges remain. The proce-
dure is still complex, expensive, and limited
to a small number of centers. Yet the prog-
ress made in Houston shows what is possible
when expertise, determination, and compas-
sion come together.

In many ways, this team embodies the pio-
neering spirit, venturing into uncharted terri-
tory, not for discovery alone, but to transform
lives.

It was with this spirit that Dr. Testa and
Dr. Johannesson came to israel and came to
PUAH.

More on this next time.
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As we study the Masa’ot of Yeshayahu con-
cerning the ultimate destruction of a series of
world powers, we are guided by the same two
questions that direct our study of Nach in gen-
eral: What was the message of the Navi to his
generation, and what was his message for the
future that warranted the inclusion of these
prophecies in Tanach? To further complicate
the issue, many of the nations addressed by
Yeshayahu in his Masa’ot did not exist in
Yeshayahu’s own times, and/or no longer exist
today. How could their destinies occupy a role
so significant that they merit no fewer than
ten chapters of our holy Scriptures?

Many of the commentators ask to whom
these prophecies of Yeshayahu were direct-
ed. There is no indication that Yeshayahu
left Yerushalayim and its environs to deliver
these messages to the nations of whom he
spoke. It is reasonable to assume that word
of Yeshayahu’s prophecies of doom and
destruction did reach the relevant empires
even in those days before the advent of social
media, but that does not seem to be his pri-
mary concern.! Thus we have to assume that

1. There are several examples in Tanach that
demonstrate that nations outside of Israel
were aware of prophecies delivered only
within Yerushalayim; for example, when
Nevuzaradan released Yirmiyahu from prison
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the Navi’s message was intended for his Jew-
ish audience, then and now.

Speaking several generations before the
destruction of Yerushalayim and the Mik-
dash and the exile of the Jewish people,
Yeshayahu directs our attention to the uni-
versal. We do not, nor are we intended to,
live in a vacuum. Every nation has a role to
play on the international stage, with Israel at
its center. While the light of Torah is meant
to radiate outward from Yerushalayim to the
nations of the world, as Yeshayahu taught
earlier, the nations of the world are sum-
moned to serve as messengers of Hashem
and instruments of His providence over
Israel. The Navi demands that we see our-
selves not only within the confines of our
own communities, insulated from the reality
surrounding us, but that we engage with that
reality and learn from it.

Furthermore, the Navi projects a long view
of the historical process. Even if our present
situation is one of war and existential threats,
such an outlook enables us to confront the
challenges of the present with Emunah and
Bitachon. Rav Soloveitchik, zt”], taught that
a Jew lives with a sense of time-awareness.
“To exist as a Jew means to be at the juncture
of past and future, of that which is no lon-
ger real and that which is not yet real. Our
mission is to live in both dimensions.”? The
key to living such a life is the study of Tanach,

at the time of the Churban he expressed
awareness of Yirmiyahu’s prophecies
concerning the city.

2. Festival of Freedom, p. 177



and the discernment of its eternal relevance.

An apocryphal story is told of Napoleon
passing by a synagogue on the night of Tisha
B’Av and observing the Jews inside sitting
on the floor in darkness, crying bitter tears.
When he asked what tragedy had befallen
the community that caused them to cry so
bitterly, he was told that they were mourn-
ing the destruction of the Temple in Jeru-
salem nearly 2,000 years earlier. Napoleon
purportedly responded admiringly, “Any
nation that still mourns the destruction of its
homeland after 2,000 years will surely see its
rebuilding.”

In Orot HaTechiyah, Rav Kook zt”] taught:
“Our path in the national life and its orienta-
tion vis-a-vis the general human relation is
very long... We are great, and great are our
mistakes and therefore great are our trou-
bles, but great also are our consolations.”

Living with a sense of eternity, with an
awareness of our connection to both the past
and the future, enables us to experience the
present with a greater sense of purpose. May
we merit to soon see the fulfillment of Yesha-
yahu’s prophecies, and until then be inspired
by them to live a meaningful life.

3. Orot, Orot HaTechiya 5

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.
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The New Synagogue in
Kissufim, myzlilthgtl%elrlOld
Torah Ark from Gush Katif

This is not the day’s main headline — but it
should be. Take a look at what is happening
right now in Kibbutz Kissufim, step by step:

First of all, the mem-
bers of Kissufim are % '
: 0 gy

coming home. On Octo-
ber 7, twelve kibbutz |
residents and six Thai |
workers were mur-
dered. Kibbutz member
Shlomo Mansour was
abducted to Gaza and murdered that same
day. Dozens of homes were destroyed, and
public buildings were burned to the ground.
Devastation. And now, after more than two
years, comes rebuilding.

Most of the community had been living
temporarily in the town of Omer. Now, Kib-
butz Kissufim chairman Lior Carmel has
announced that 90 percent of the residents
have decided to return, and that the kibbutz
will also welcome new families who would
like to join them. Agriculture, education, infra-
structure: everything is coming back to life.

“The kibbutz that once looked like a disaster
zone now looks like a construction site,” one
of its younger members told me this week.

But something entirely new is happening
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as well. The young kibbutz member sent me
moving photographs.
“Seventy-five years have passed since our
w7 parents founded this
kibbutz, and this week,
* for the first time, a syn-
agogue was inaugurated
here. We decided that
we are coming back, but
that we also want to come
back stronger.”

The ceremony was led by Rabbi Ariel Igra
of the nearby community of Shlomit.

“We are brothers,” he said. “The moment you
reached out and asked for help establishing the
synagogue, I knew exactly what we could do.”

And this was Shlomit’s extraordinary con-
tribution to Kibbutz Kissufim:

On October 7, four residents of Shlomit
were Kkilled after setting out to defend the
nearby community of Pri Gan. They fought
off the terrorists and saved the community.
In their memory, a beautiful new synagogue
was recently built in Shlomit.

“We were delighted to donate the furnish-
ings from our previous synagogue to our
friends in Kissufim,” Rabbi Igra told me. “But
only during the ceremony did I tell them who




had built and restored them. Our friends, the
heroes Reuven Sasportas and Bechor Sweid,
may their memories be a blessing, who fell in
battle on Simchat Torah, were the ones who
refurbished the bimah and the Torah ark.
Today, that bimah and Torah ark stand in the
new synagogue in Kissufim.”

When Rabbi Igra finished telling the story,
one of the Kissufim members approached
him, visibly moved.

“Do you see this menorah, which we placed
here in the synagogue?” he asked. “It was
made by my friend Shlomo Mansour, may his
memory be a blessing.”

But it turns out that the Torah ark from
Shlomit has an even longer history. Rabbi Igra
continued: “The ark came to Shlomit from the
synagogue of the small community of Shalev
in Gush Katif. Eliraz Peretz lived in Shalev,
where a synagogue had been established in
memory of his brother, Uriel Peretz, may his
memory be a blessing. Later, Eliraz himself
was killed in battle in the Gaza Strip.

“When the community was tragically
destroyed during the 2005 Disengagement,
the synagogue’s Torah ark eventually found
its way to Shlomit. Just think of it: an ark from
a synagogue in the destroyed communities of

Gush Katif has now arrived at the first syna-
gogue ever opened in Kibbutz Kissufim.”

The synagogue dedication continued with
the first, deeply moving Mincha service. At the
entrance to the new synagogue, a mezuzah
was affixed to the doorpost. One of the kib-
butz members recited the blessing and then
added the blessing of Shehecheyanu.

Rabbi Igra said to him: “Let us stop and
think about how meaningful these words are.
For me, as a resident of Shlomit; for all of you,
whose community’s name, Kissufim, means
longing; and for your return to this place. You
are the representative of the entire kibbutz as
you recite Shehecheyanu.

“My blessing to you is that before long, we
will be affixing another mezuzah to a new
and larger building, because this synagogue
will no longer have enough room for all the
new worshippers.”

And then the words rang out: “Blessed are
You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who
has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled
us to reach this moment.”

Amen!

MY NXI9
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

5 Points About
the Ari HaKadosh

1. This past Sunday, the 5th of Av, marked
the passing of the Ari Hakadosh, Rab-
bi Yitzhak Luria. One of the greatest
Kabbalists, he immersed himself in the
secrets of the hidden Torah in the city
of Tzfat, and passed away in 1572 at the
age of 38. He made the Zohar a central

text in Jewish learning, and in the
course of time, it would have a seminal
influence on the Hasidic movement.

2. The Ari Hakadosh explained that the
secrets he revealed and the heights of
understanding that he reached were
due mainly to the joy he experienced
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when performing the mitzvot. In other
words, he did not perform the mitzvot
solely out of obligation,
but rather due to the hap-
piness and excitement
that come when bask-
ing in the Infinite Light
through fulfillment of
Hashem’s will.

3. His students related that ;
he could have accessed
heavenly guidance when
studying the Zohar, but he
preferred to study and toil
without assistance, reach-
ing the highest levels of understanding
through his own efforts.

4. He left behind very few writings
and Rabbi Chaim Vital, his venerable
student, published most of his mas-
ter’s teachings. However, we do have
three Shabbat zemirot written by the
Ari Hakadosh himself: “Azamer Bish-
vachin” (I will sing His praises) for the
Friday night meal, “Asader LeSeudata”
(I will prepare the feast) for the Shab-
bat morning meal, and “Bnei Heichala”
(Princes of the Palace) for the third
meal toward the close of Shabbat. In
these three piyutim, there are profound
hints as to the essence of Shabbat.

Arthur Samuels, DPM

N\
' PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
™ & America

053-427-6363

¢ ' ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com
- g

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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5. He inserted many kavanot and esoteric

meditations into his siddur, but there
is one line that he added, also
written on his gravestone,
y  thatall of us can understand.
Before beginning the morn-
ing prayers, he asked that we
say the following: “I hereby
take upon myself to fulfill the
mitzvah of ‘And you shall love
your fellow as yourself.”

This Motzaei Shabbat, you
are invited to light a candle in
his memory and to bring one
of his practices, teachings, or
zemirot into your life. m

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of five.
Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served as the
World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan
lectures in Israel and overseas about the media,
Judaism, Zionism and new media. She was voted by
Globes newspaper as most popular female media
personality in Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as
one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world.
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How Hard Can It Be
To Rent Out My Apartment
In Rechavia?

| have a 145-meter ground floor apartment in Rechavia that's been a bit
difficult to rent out. The problem is it’s on the ground floor and only 2 out of 3.5
bedrooms get sunlight from the patio. One large bedroom also serves as a
Mamad and never had a window. The Master Bedroom has an on-suite
bathroom, plus there’s a large dining/living room, a second bathroom, a
substantial washer/dryer room, and a cozy alcove.

If the criteria was only “Location! Location! Location! | could easily rent the
apartment for 15,000 nis. After all, there’s a kid’s park across the street, a 24/6
grocery store and a quality fruit and vegetable store right up the block, 4 shuls
withina 7 minute walk, and lots of buses.

But it is what it is and all I'm asking is just 11,500 nis, and offering FREE
Arnona and Utilities!

Can you solve my problem? Call or WhatsApp Yaacov 050-361-2342

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
YAHRZEIT EVENT IN MEMORY OF

@Mé& CEM WM AT

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2026 * 1"5WnD aX 2"D

MINCHA AT 7:00 PM - PROGRAM BLGINS AT 7:20 PM

BEIT KNESSET HANASSI
24 USSISHKIN ST - JERUSALEM

sAls )

e OU

OU ISRAEL 67




TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

In The Future

When tomorrow your son asks you: "What
are the... laws and ordinances that ... our
G-d has commanded?'

You shall answer: "We were slaves to Pha-
raoh in Egypt and G-d took us out of Egypt
with a strong hand... G-d commanded us
to perform all these laws... to fear G-d, for
our good, so that we may live... and He will
treat us kindly, if we are careful to perform
the commandments as He has instructed us'
(6:20-25).

The question and answer appear to be
mismatched. The son seeks detailed informa-
tion on the Torah's demands. The words 'our
G-d' indicate the son's commitment. But the
father's answer does not appear to answer
the son according to his question. He does
not recount a single specific commandment.
Instead, he explores the roots of the experi-
ences of his people with the Creator, recount-
ing the Exodus, and uses it to stress that the
observance of the commandments is the key
to G-d's continued goodwill. Why not a direct
answer: Shabbat, Kashrut, honoring parents,
and so on?

The use of the second word above - 'tomor-
row’ - suggests an answer. Rashi, following the
Mechilta, renders the Hebrew word 'machar’
to mean 'in the future' — not necessarily the
same day. That may indicate the following:

In recounting the educational advancements
of Joshua ben Gamla, the Talmud (Baba Bathra
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21a), implies that the best age for child to start
to receive his first intensive Torah education is
at age six. If that is postponed for a decade, the
young man may simply rebel and walk out'.
That is probably because he has reached an
age where he has become too critical and cyni-
cal to let the Divine-originated scheme of things
flow into him without resistance.

But a youngster's lifelong commitment must
never be taken for granted - even with a good
basic Torah education acquired in childhood. If
his further education 'tomorrow’ - at age sixteen
-isnot correctly handled, he might still go back
on his commitment and 'rebel and walk out'. It
is therefore essential that the father/educator
manages to get behind the son's question and
think for himself: "'What is he really asking?'

That could be a meaning of the word 'mach-
ar'-'in the future' — when he is a mature teen-
ager, and begins on his own account to reassess
the body of information fed to him in his child-
hood. That is what the son is doing in asking:
"What are the... laws and ordinances that ...
our G-d has commanded?' And the father/
educator must read that question for what it is.

Thus the Torah is telling the father/educator
to put it all into a perspective that the son will
appreciate. G-d, who created the universe, has
a special relationship with His People which
he showed demonstrably in the Exodus and
more subtly today. And it is on both the father
(/educator) and the son to do their bit (as
equals) in working with the Creator to ensure
that this relationship will continue... And with
that knowledge, his Torah studies will contin-
ue to further heights...m
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ALIYAH INSPIRATION

This summer, thousands of Olim are
coming home. Follow along and celebrate
every arrival!

NBN ANSWERS

Available to answer your post Aliyah
questions and provide guidance by phone

e LA ion at *3680 or email at answers@nbn.org.il
—ecnnugnn

NBN JOB BOARD

Embrace a world of career possibilities
with NBN in Israel. Our dedicated Job
Board opens up a range of opportunities,
featuring 1000+ roles across 280+

companies in diverse industries.

ISRAEL CALENDAR

The NBN Israel Calendar is your go-to
place for finding English-speaking events
taking place all over the country.

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
ALIYAH PROGRAM (IMAP)

Nefesh B'Nefesh (and partners) is now
expanding its dedicated physicians
Aliyah track to include assisting doctors
worldwide through the process of having

their medical licenses recognized in Israel.

FIND OUT MORE AT NBN.ORG.IL
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Thousands of Olim are making Aliyah
this summer!

Interested in greeting them at the airport?
Send an email to events@nbn.org.il




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Are Preferences
Meant to Be Tested?

AN PAYP)
9”7 109N IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

Judy asks:

If a candidate says, "I don't want to meet
anyone who doesn't want to make aliyah”
should a shadchan indeed only suggest ali-
ya-minded people?

Aleeza answers:

When someone tells you, “I don’t want to
meet anyone who doesn’t want to make ali-
yah,” I believe we should take that seriously.

One of the fastest ways to build trust as a shad-
chan is to show people that you're actually listen-
ing. If someone has clearly identified aliyah as an
important part of the future they envision, then
your first suggestions should absolutely reflect
that preference. It communicates, “I hear you. I
respect what's important to you.”

That trust matters.

In the beginning, I would focus on intro-
ducing them only to people who also want
to make aliyah. Give that preference a real

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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opportunity. If after five or more strong,
aliyah-minded suggestions they still haven’t
found the right person, then you have earned
the credibility to broaden the conversation.

At that point, if someone exceptional comes
along who doesn’t currently plan to make
aliyah, you can ask if they would be open to
someone who isn’t planning on Aliyah.

You might say, “I know you’ve been clear
that aliyah is important to you. I also know
what you’re sincerely looking someone and
(name) came to mind who aligns with you in
so many meaningful ways although he’s not
committed to Aliyah. Would you be open to
hearing more about him?”

Notice that you’re asking permission, not
trying to convince them.

As matchmakers, we constantly balance
two responsibilities: honoring what people
ask for and using our own experience to
recognize compatibility they may not imme-
diately see. I always look for both. What does
the person say they want? And who do I gen-
uinely believe has the potential to become
someone’s spouse?

That also means asking yourself an honest
question: Would someone who doesn’t want
to make aliyah actually work for this person?

If the answer is no, don’t force it. Not every
preference is flexible. For some people, ali-
yah isn’t simply a location - it’s a life mission,



a value, or part of their spiritual vision for the
future. If that’s the case, trying to persuade
them otherwise may only create frustration
for everyone involved.

On the other hand, if you believe the differ-
ence is one of timing, uncertainty, or limited
exposure rather than a deeply held convic-
tion, then after you’ve built trust and respect-
ed their preferences, it may be worth opening
the conversation.

Good matchmaking isn’t about ignoring
people’s criteria. It’s about knowing when to
honor them exactly as stated and when you’ve
earned the opportunity to gently explore what
else might be possible.

May you be blessed with the wisdom to
listen carefully, the insight to recognize true
compatibility, and the privilege of helping
many couples build a shared future together.

Blessings, Aleeza |

v
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E7E en.shagririm.org.il
E ; 0585323242

~

onliagor JCT  MizrACHI

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

ﬂE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
st B ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

NORTH TALPIOT
BETWEEN CASPI ST. & BAKKA
Beautiful 4-room apartment, bright,
functional and pleasant, Sukkah balcony,
private double parking & storage. Near,
the promenade, parks & playgrounds,
synagogues, shopping centers,
healthcare, education, culture and
leisure hubs, and public transportation
(bus & light rail!). Immediate occupancy .
Exclusive! Jean Pierre 055-4578977

HAR HOMA, HARAV YITZHAK NISSIM
Stunning 5-room apartment, bright
& spacious, Mamad, large Sukkah
balcony, breathtaking panoramic views,
6th (top) floor, elevator, private parking.
Small, well-maintained building.
Near public transportation, schools,
synagogues, and all essential amenities.
Immediate occupancy! Exclusive!
Jean Pierre 055-4578977

CITY CENTER, MESILAT YESHARIM ST.
Rare opportunity in the beating heart
of Jerusalem! Spacious, bright, pleasant
3-room apt., balcony, convenient floor,
elevator. Perfect location between
Mahane Yehuda, and the Downtown
“Triangle”. Near the light rail,
restaurants, cafes. Immediate entry.
Exclusive! Zeev 055-4578979

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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.&H, MALKL, CAN
| BORROW YOUR
STAPLER FOR A

I',I‘P- For mare works and books by

Netanel Epstein

the cartoonist. wisit

www.netbateps.com

FIVE MINUTES LATER
[T WOE BETIDE THE
SHE DIDN'T WEED NEXT PERSON

T0 SHOUT AT ME...!
I ORLY ASKED iF T ASK ME

1 COULD BORROW.. ) FOR MY
STAPLER...

0H, MALKI, COULD
1 BORROW YOUR STAPLER
FOR A MOMENT?

WHY, HO, YOU
MAY NOT!

...CAN | BORROW
YOUR STAPLER?

DVIR!

SURE vou can,

WHY DON'T YOU TAKE MY CREPIT CARD
PETAILS, tio MY CHILOREN, anp ip
outT My MEART AND KIDNEY'S, wuiLe

OK! OK! 1 GETIT! | 4

A WOMAN'S STAPLER IS WER PRIDE!
HER SELF-RESPECT! HER LIFE!!Y! AND

IMMWMTMMW
L ]

PS3511 DO, KID, YOURE
| GOweR ABOUT I ALL
0 THE WRONG WAT...

y
r g;-

w

YOU HEED & MORE Wl
EMOTIONAL APPROACH. J8

O, DON'T YOU ALWAYS SAY

I"S6 A SULLEW TEENAGER WITH

THE EMOTIONAL RANBE OF A
TEASPOONT

DK, FINE,
YOU WM.

WHAT DO
HAYE TO DO

100w DO
EMOTIONAL,
MAN,
WELL, THEW 1 GUESS
YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE
-_ T0 MANAGE WITHOUT 1
THAT STAPLER, THEM...




HOW, KID, COWCENTRATE ON HOW
BADLY YOU NEED THAT STAPLER...

O, PLEEEASE, FAR LADY, 1 BEG
THEE, HAVE ANEART Y PLECEEAAASE,
EASE, PON'T TURN ME AWAY!!

GOOD. NOW GO AND TURN THAT
RAW EMOTION LODSE...
THINK OF HOW UTTERLY LOST WORK IT INTD YOUR REQUEST....
YOU WOULD BE WITHOUT IT!
HOLD OH TIGHT T THAT EXPERIENCE

AND LET IT'WELL UP INSIDE YOU..,

ARE WE GETTING THAT DESPERATE
DESIRE?! THE LONGING? THE
INSUFFERABLE (RAVING...”

DVIR
CODSHOW!!

WHAT IS A MAN WITHOUT A
STAPLER?! A STAPLER IS
PIGNITY! SELF-RESPECT! LIFE!
- "GRO-0-OVEL, GRO-VEL!
CRINGE, BOW, STOOP, paasaLL >

f THAHKS. I'LL BRING IT BACK
1N ABOUT A MINUTE...

YOU'D BETTER...

FINE, FINE, TAKE IT!
ANYTHING TO ESCAPE
THESE THEATRICS...

WHERE DID YOU GET
THAT IDEA FROM? OH... WELL, IF
YOU MUST KNOW...
MOSHE RABBEINL...!

FOR A PRAYER TO REALLY
“HIT THE MARK", WE LET THE
LOKGING FOR WHAT WE WANT
REALLY WELL WP INSIDE 5!
0BYVIDUSLY,
THAT'S TRUE BEFORE EVERY
PERSOMAL PRAYER, BUT
ALSD, SAY, BEFORE EACH
BLESSING WE SAY IN THE
AMIDA, FOR EXAMPLE!

WELL, NOW THAT
WE'VE ALL CALMED
DOWH & BIT, MAYBE

YOU CAN TELL ME ER...0UR 35-PAGE LIST OF ALL
WHAT IT WAS THAT THE OFFICE SUPPLIES WE'VE
THE BOY WANTED TO BORROWED FROM YOU AND
STAPLE 5D BADLYZ! ACCIDENTALLY LOST...

HE PLEADED WITH TO G-D TO BE

LETINTD THE LAND. AND HE PRAYED

S0 WELL, THAT ONE MORE SUCH
PRAYER WOULD HAVE DOKE IT!
=

BUT THE ALMIGHTY, FOR HIS 0WHN
INFINITE REASONS HAD WD CHOICE
BUT T0 BLOCK THAT LAST PRAYER
FROM CHANGING THE COURSE OF
~ HISTORY FOR THE WORSE...

Eli‘i MOSHE TEACHES US THE SECRET
TO HIS REALLY POWERFUL PRAYERS:
"VAETCHANAN!”
SFORND EXPLAINS...
“LRILLED MYSELF 0P WATH

PLEKS,."

d RIGHT, WELL,
VGUESS | DESERVED THAT
HORRERDOUS MELODRAMA. ..
MAYDE | WAS & SHADE T00
MELDDRAMATIC MYSELF...




TORAH 4 TEENS

LEORA SPIRGEL
CHAI SUMMER MADRICHA

Rabbi Ephraim Luntschitz, in his com-
mentary Kli Yakar on Devarim, highlights a
subtle but significant change in the Torah’s
wording. Throughout the earlier books of
the Torah, the Jewish people are usually
referred to as Bnei Yisrael (“the children
of Israel”). However, in Devarim, the Torah
repeatedly uses the expression Kol Yisrael
(“all of Israel”). According to the Kli Yakar,
this change reflects an important transfor-
mation in the nation’s identity as they pre-
pare to enter the Land of Israel.

Until this point, the Jews were united
primarily by their ancestry. They were all
descendants of Yaakov, whose name was
changed to Israel, making them one extend-
ed family. Their connection was rooted in a
shared past and a common lineage. As they
stood on the border of the Promised Land,
however, Moshe was preparing them for a
new stage in their development.

In this week’s parsha, Moshe reinforces that
transition through the giving of the Shema:
»~Shema Yisrael“—a call addressed not merely
to individuals, but to the entire nation. Once
they entered the land, they would need to
function as a nation rather than simply a fam-
ily. They would establish systems of justice,
provide for one another, defend themselves,
and take collective responsibility for society.
During their years in the wilderness, Hashem
had miraculously supplied their needs and
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protected them. In the future, they would
still rely on Hashem, but they would also be
expected to act responsibly and uphold the
covenant through their own actions.

The shift from Bnei Yisrael to Kol Yisrael
symbolizes the transition from dependence to
maturity. Their unity would now be based not
only on their shared origins but also on their
shared mission, responsibility, and commit-
ment to building a society founded on the val-
ues of the Torah. It is therefore fitting that on
Shabbat Nachamu, as we begin the journey of
consolation and renewal after Tisha B’Av, we
are reminded that our greatest strength lies in
our ability to come together as Kol Yisrael—
united by a shared covenant, shared purpose,
and shared responsibility for one another.

SIMONA HOOK
ENTERING 11™ GRADE,
EFRAT CHAI SUMMER
PARTICIPANT

WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM
MOSHE IN HIS FINAL DAYS?

Parshat Va’etchanan opens with one of the
most emotional moments in the Torah. Moshe
Rabbeinu pleads with Hashem to allow him
to enter Eretz Yisrael. Chazal tells us that he
davened 515 tefillot to Hashem, yet despite all
of his prayers, Hashem tells him that he will
not enter the Land. But why?

If Moshe Rabbeinu, whose relationship with
Hashem was stronger than anyone else’s, did
not receive the answer he hoped for, what
does that teach us about tefillah?



Maybe it isn’t for us as a wish list but
instead to strengthen our relationship with @7;{5; l,m e
Hashem. We often think that a successful tefil-
lah is one that gets the answer we want. The
Torah reminds us that sometimes the greatest

accomplishment of tefillah is not changing
what happens, but changing our wants and

“Forsalein the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 Halzfira Street - Last apartment available

our neshamas. ' ’ in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
What is most remarkable is Moshe’s with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),

response. Although he is denied his lifelong Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.
dream, he does not become discouraged or :

give up. Instead, he

dedicates the rest of his life to preparing
Bnei Yisrael to enter without him.

Moshe teaches us that even though we can’t
choose what we want, we can choose how we
respond to them. Disappointment does not
have to define us. Instead, it can become an

opportunity to grow and to become the people For more details, please contact
we are capable of being. m Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

= | EISNERAMPER

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both
individuals and organizations - from family offices to investment funds,
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper
can support your growth and success.

contactisrael@eisneramper.com
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recommended
College

Join Our Live Information Session
for English Speakers and New Olim.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration
and the Israel Student Authority.

Limited Openings for the Upcoming Academic Year

Discover Internationally Focused Degree Programs Designed for English Speakers and New Olim

B.O.T. NI LL.E. JEE.A B M.A. BRI M.B.A Ji MB.A.

Occupational | Bachelor | Double Visual Art Finance, Hybrid English-
Therapy of Laws Major in Therapy Fintech Hebrew with diverse
Real Estate and Capital | specializations
& Finance Markets

’ %Da%nal ﬁ ‘ 71-‘251 ‘ f

School

PN AMYYn TIWN
Ministry of Aliyah and Integration
o771y DWwaTIvY? Ynann
Israel Student Authority

® WhatsApp: +972-54-323-5786 | @ internationalschool@ono.ac.il




ACADEMY
HOUSE TALBIYA

230SQM+ONONELEVEL

a E@%(M@Oz E@%{)&Z@Vbt(/a/z E %/}e%/(’/ww@
iy ?%o@ Hea,%t @% Ta/%(%a/

== © 35 =1 o

Bedrooms Bathrooms Garage Space Swimming Pool

OVERVIEW

—— ._""
’ 230 sgm+on one level,

: : s B this elegant 5-room apartment offers
i—_____—’ F -\;\ e . i 3 bedroom en-suites, including
“ﬂ%. : a double-sized primary suite,
AT plus a family room / study
SWIMMINGPOOL that may serve as a 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining areg,
floor-to-ceiling windows, green
: views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
1 2 parking spaces,
] storage rooms and full accessibility.
" | 24/7 concierge, swimming pool,
- gym, tenants room, security , Miklat
OVERSIZED MASTERBR SUCCAHBALCONY

EXCLUSIVE LISTING BY DOV EHRMAN

QY 972-54-451-3049 () dovehrmani@yahoocom © Jerusalem.lIsrael




Investments

When unity creates opportunity

HH””“HH GroupBuy

FNETRERESTED |IN

Carmel Gat?

GroupBuy Investments
has secured an exclusive
opportunity for just

15 buyers.

Limited availability.
Reach out to learn more.

EXCLUSIVE GROUP BUYING BETTER DEALS SMARTER WAY
OPPORTUNITY ADVANTAGE BETTER TERMS TO INVEST

SCAN HERE SCAN HERE

FOR MORE TO FOLLOW OUR
INFORMATION INSTAGRAM PAGE
on this exclusive Get free real estate
deal in Carmei Gat tips every week

' |
CONTACT US:
e CHAIM KESSELMAN e GABRIEL SCHICKMAN
+972-50-283-8683 +972-52-374-2380

WHEMN UNITY CREATES OPPORTUNITY



