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Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Are Preferences
Meant to Be Tested?

AN PAYP)
9”7 109N IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

Judy asks:

If a candidate says, "I don't want to meet
anyone who doesn't want to make aliyah”
should a shadchan indeed only suggest ali-
ya-minded people?

Aleeza answers:

When someone tells you, “I don’t want to
meet anyone who doesn’t want to make ali-
yah,” I believe we should take that seriously.

One of the fastest ways to build trust as a shad-
chan is to show people that you're actually listen-
ing. If someone has clearly identified aliyah as an
important part of the future they envision, then
your first suggestions should absolutely reflect
that preference. It communicates, “I hear you. I
respect what's important to you.”

That trust matters.

In the beginning, I would focus on intro-
ducing them only to people who also want
to make aliyah. Give that preference a real
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opportunity. If after five or more strong,
aliyah-minded suggestions they still haven’t
found the right person, then you have earned
the credibility to broaden the conversation.

At that point, if someone exceptional comes
along who doesn’t currently plan to make
aliyah, you can ask if they would be open to
someone who isn’t planning on Aliyah.

You might say, “I know you’ve been clear
that aliyah is important to you. I also know
what you’re sincerely looking someone and
(name) came to mind who aligns with you in
so many meaningful ways although he’s not
committed to Aliyah. Would you be open to
hearing more about him?”

Notice that you’re asking permission, not
trying to convince them.

As matchmakers, we constantly balance
two responsibilities: honoring what people
ask for and using our own experience to
recognize compatibility they may not imme-
diately see. I always look for both. What does
the person say they want? And who do I gen-
uinely believe has the potential to become
someone’s spouse?

That also means asking yourself an honest
question: Would someone who doesn’t want
to make aliyah actually work for this person?

If the answer is no, don’t force it. Not every
preference is flexible. For some people, ali-
yah isn’t simply a location - it’s a life mission,



a value, or part of their spiritual vision for the
future. If that’s the case, trying to persuade
them otherwise may only create frustration
for everyone involved.

On the other hand, if you believe the differ-
ence is one of timing, uncertainty, or limited
exposure rather than a deeply held convic-
tion, then after you’ve built trust and respect-
ed their preferences, it may be worth opening
the conversation.

Good matchmaking isn’t about ignoring
people’s criteria. It’s about knowing when to
honor them exactly as stated and when you’ve
earned the opportunity to gently explore what
else might be possible.

May you be blessed with the wisdom to
listen carefully, the insight to recognize true
compatibility, and the privilege of helping
many couples build a shared future together.

Blessings, Aleeza |
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

NORTH TALPIOT
BETWEEN CASPI ST. & BAKKA
Beautiful 4-room apartment, bright,
functional and pleasant, Sukkah balcony,
private double parking & storage. Near,
the promenade, parks & playgrounds,
synagogues, shopping centers,
healthcare, education, culture and
leisure hubs, and public transportation
(bus & light rail!). Immediate occupancy .
Exclusive! Jean Pierre 055-4578977

HAR HOMA, HARAV YITZHAK NISSIM
Stunning 5-room apartment, bright
& spacious, Mamad, large Sukkah
balcony, breathtaking panoramic views,
6th (top) floor, elevator, private parking.
Small, well-maintained building.
Near public transportation, schools,
synagogues, and all essential amenities.
Immediate occupancy! Exclusive!
Jean Pierre 055-4578977

CITY CENTER, MESILAT YESHARIM ST.
Rare opportunity in the beating heart
of Jerusalem! Spacious, bright, pleasant
3-room apt., balcony, convenient floor,
elevator. Perfect location between
Mahane Yehuda, and the Downtown
“Triangle”. Near the light rail,
restaurants, cafes. Immediate entry.
Exclusive! Zeev 055-4578979

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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