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One of the central themes of Moshe Rabbe-
inu’s final words to Bnei Yisrael is the idea of
tochacha - rebuke that inspires growth. True
rebuke is not merely criticism of the past, but
rather it is guidance for the future. The deep-
est form of tochacha is when a person learns
from the consequences of his own actions and
allows those lessons to shape the direction of
his life.

The Gemara in Tamid famously asks:!
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Who is wise? One who sees what is born
[what emerges].

This definition differs from the well-known
teaching in Pirkei Avot:
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Who is wise? One who learns from every
person.”?

1. Tamid 32a
2. Pirkei Avot 4:1
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While Pirkei Avot defines wisdom as open-
ness to learning, the Gemara in Tamid defines
wisdom as the ability to perceive consequenc-
es before they fully unfold.

Rashi explains:3
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One who understands in his heart what is
destined to occur, the events that are likely to
come, and guards himself accordingly.3

A wise person does not merely react to life
after events occur. He studies the present
carefully enough to anticipate the future. He
recognizes that every decision carries con-
sequences and that current behavior shapes
future reality.

This idea is reflected in halacha as well.
The Shulchan Aruch* advises that during the
winter months one should not overeat at the
daytime meal on Shabbat lest he be unable to
eat Seudah Shelishit. The Poskim invoke the
phrase:
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A wise man has his eyes in his head, he sees
what will result* A wise person thinks ahead.

Yet the Eish Kodesh raises a penetrating
question regarding the Gemara’s wording. If
the Gemara wished to describe someone who

3. Rashi, Tamid 32a.
4. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 291



sees the future, it should have said:
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One who sees that which will be born in the
future.

The expression “haroeh et hanolad” literally
means one who sees what has
already been born. But if some-
thing already exists before us,
what great wisdom is required
to see it?

The Eish Kodesh answers
with a profound reinterpreta-
tion: The wise person sees what
has already emerged from his
actions, and from this learns
how to guard himself in the
future. No human being truly
knows the future. We are not
prophets. The wisdom of haroeh et hanolad
is not supernatural foresight. Rather, it is the
ability to honestly analyze what one’s actions
have already produced and to draw conclu-
sions from them.

The fool rushes through life without reflec-
tion. Most people move through this world
like a horse charging into battle. Life becomes
mechanical. Events occur, experiences pass,
opportunities for growth arise and yet noth-
ing changes internally.

The Eish Kodesh’s imagery recalls a power-
ful parable often attributed to Rabbi Yisrael
Salanter. The horses that pulled wagons for
the Chevra Kadisha spent their entire lives
accompanying funerals and carrying coffins
to burial. One might think that constant expo-
sure to mortality would inspire introspection
and repentance. Yet the horses remained
unchanged. Why? Because horses remain
horses. Human beings, however, are not
meant to live mechanically. We are meant to
reflect, interpret, and grow.

Piaseczno Rebbe zt”]

This idea emerges powerfully in the Torah’s
description of Bilam and Balak. After the dra-
matic revelations surrounding Bilam’s failed
attempts to curse Bnei Yisrael, the Torah con-
cludes simply: And he went and returned to
his place.5 Nothing changed.
Despite witnessing extraordi-
nary events, Bilam returned
unchanged to the same life and
worldview. He saw the events,
but he did not become roeh et
hanolad. He failed to extract
meaning from what had
already unfolded before him.

The wise person lives dif-
ferently. He reflects upon his
actions and sees what has
emerged from them and draws
conclusions with respect to the manner in
which to direct his path in the future. Wisdom
is not merely intelligence. Wisdom is the cour-
age to reflect honestly upon one’s life.

Every experience contains within it a mes-
sage. Every success, failure, relationship,
disappointment, and triumph leaves behind
spiritual evidence. The question is whether
we pause long enough to notice it.

This, explains the Eish Kodesh, is the
essence of Moshe Rabbeinu’s tochacha. Moshe
was not merely recounting historical failures.
He was teaching Bnei Yisrael how to look at
their history and extract lessons from it.

One of the greatest spiritual dangers is
not failure itself, but living without reflec-
tion. A person can experience extraordinary
moments, profound challenges, even painful
setbacks, and yet continue unchanged, simply
returning to his place. The Torah calls upon
us to become roeh et hanolad: to study the
patterns of our lives, to recognize what our

5. Bamidbar24:25
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actions produce, and to use that awareness to
shape a better future.

Every day leaves behind nolad - results, con-
sequences and spiritual footprints. The wise
person does not ignore them. He studies them
carefully and asks: What is this experience
teaching me? What direction are my actions
leading me toward? Who am I becoming?

True wisdom is not seeing the distant future
through prophecy. It is seeing the present
with honesty. When a person learns from
what has already been born, he gains the
ability to transform the future. May we be
able to internalize these messages and build a
brighter future.
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1 am a warm and dedicated senior care specialist with
experience and certification in dementia care and
recreational therapy.

| provide holistic care and support
as well as daily activities like exercise, cognitive
engagement, social stimulation, and Torah learning —
all with a healthy dose of laughter and positivity.

| work together with the family to create a care plan
that is tailored to the senior's abilities and needs.

My goal is to help seniors stay healthy,
happy and high-functioning,
while enabling them to live safely and meaningFfully
in the comfort of their own home.

053-481-5787 | shlomoestrin@gmail.com

CAPITIL
FIND YOUR NEW HOME IN JERUSALEM

Upscale Apartment in
Beautiful Green Caspi
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Garden Apartment in the
Heart of the Greek Colony
Elozar Homadal 5t

W 4,700,000 NIS

Old City Views in Luxury
City Center Complex
Haneviim Court, Monbaz 5t

i 6,450,000 NIS

CONTACT US: +972 58-779-8224 | OFFICE@CAPITIL.COM
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