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JEN AIRLEY

Every year, as Tisha b’Av approaches, we 
prepare ourselves to mourn absence.

We mourn a destroyed Beit HaMikdash, a 
lost Jerusalem, exile, persecution, and cen-
turies of tears. We sit on the floor and read 
Eicha. We recite Kinot, recalling tragedies that 
span generations. Tisha b’Av is the 
day that seems to embody dis-
tance—distance from our 
land, our Temple, and 
perhaps, most painful-
ly, from the revealed 
Presence of God.

Yet beneath the 
mourning lies one 
of Judaism’s deepest 
paradoxes.

The very day that com-
memorates our greatest 
sense of distance from God 
also offers the possibility of our 
deepest closeness to Him.

Anyone who has walked through profound 
personal loss knows that grief can uncover 
something unexpected. There are moments 
when suffering strips away every illusion of 
control, every carefully constructed certainty, 
every distraction that ordinarily fills our lives. 
We are left with almost nothing.

And somehow, in that terrifying emptiness, 

there is Someone.
Not answers.
Not explanations.
Not even relief.
A Presence.
There is an intimacy with God that none 

of us would ever choose to learn. 
It cannot be acquired through 

scholarship alone or 
manufactured through 

eloquent prayer. It is 
born in places no one 
willingly enters. When 
everything superficial 
falls away and we 
finally acknowledge 

how little is within our 
control, we find our-

selves standing before the 
Ribbono Shel Olam with noth-

ing but honesty.
In Tehillim we read, ּמִִן הַַמֵּּצַַר קָָרָָאתִִי יָּּ־ה — 

“From the narrow place I called to God.” 
Perhaps the emphasis is not only on the call-
ing, but on the narrow place itself. Certain 
encounters with God become possible only 
after life has narrowed, when everything 
nonessential has fallen away.

Judaism never glorifies suffering. We pray 
for healing, not hardship. We ask God to 
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remove pain, not increase it. Yet when suffer-
ing comes despite our prayers, it can reveal 
a relationship with God unlike any we have 
previously known.

Perhaps this is one of the deepest messages 
of Tisha b’Av.

Our relationship with God was never 
destroyed.

Chazal teach that when Israel went into 
exile, the Shechinah went with them — גלו 
 God did not remain behind in the .ושכינה עהמם
ruins of the Beit HaMikdash waiting for His 
children to return. He entered exile alongside 
them. The destruction was real. The loss was 
immeasurable. But Divine companionship 
was never withdrawn.

For years, I understood tza’ar haShechi‑
nah as God’s pain over the destruction of His 
Temple and the suffering of His people. Then, 
on the drive to my son Yehudah’s wedding, I 
began to understand it differently.

We were on our way to celebrate one of the 
happiest days of our family’s life. Yet one chair 
would remain empty. My son, Binyamin, who 
had been killed months earlier defending Am 
Yisrael, would not be there to dance with his 
brother beneath the chuppah.

I found myself thinking that while I believe 
with all my heart that Binyamin’s soul rests 
close to the Kisei HaKavod, surrounded by 
the radiance of the Divine Presence, perhaps 
there was still something he longed for—not 
because Heaven is lacking, but because love 
longs for presence.

He would have wanted to dance with us.
To embrace his siblings.
To celebrate as a family.
And in that moment I wondered whether 

this is, in some small way, what Chazal mean 
by tza’ar haShechinah.

God is perfect. He lacks nothing.

Yet He commands, ועשו לי קמדש ושכנתי בתוכם 
—“Make for Me a Sanctuary, and I will dwell 
among them.”

Not because He needs a home.
Because He desires a relationship.
Because love longs to dwell with the 

beloved.
The destruction of the Beit HaMikdash was 

not merely the loss of a building.
It was the loss of an encounter.
Perhaps Tisha b’Av is not only the day we 

realize how much we miss God.
It is also the day we begin to glimpse how 

deeply God desires to dwell among us once 
again.

If this is true, then the work of Av is not 
merely to mourn the past. It is to prepare our-
selves for that encounter by becoming vessels 
capable of receiving His Presence. Sometimes 
the deepest closeness is found simply by 
remaining present—by saying, “Ribbono Shel 
Olam, I do not understand, but I know You are 
here. And I am with You.”

This insight casts new light on the Jewish 
calendar. There are two remarkable journeys 
of twenty-one days.

The first begins on the Seventeenth of Tam-
muz, when Jerusalem’s walls were breached, 
and culminates in Tisha b’Av with the destruc-
tion of the Beit HaMikdash. Even after the fast 
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ends, the fire continues to rage. Chazal teach 
that most of the Temple burned on the Tenth 
of Av, when it seemed that nothing remained.

The second begins on Rosh Hashanah and 
continues through the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Hoshana Rabbah. 
These are twenty-one days of purification, 
return, and growing closeness to God—אני והוא.

Then comes the day after.
Shemini Atzeret.
After weeks of spiritual ascent, God says, 

 Your departure is difficult“— קשה עלי פרידתכם
for Me.”

Stay one more day.
Not because He needs us.
Because He loves us.
Because He desires one more moment of 

intimacy with His people.
How remarkable that the day following the 

twenty-one days of Tishrei is defined by God’s 
longing to remain with His people, while the 
day following the twenty-one days of mourn-
ing is the day when the fires of destruction 
reach their fiercest intensity.

These are not opposing journeys.
They are mirror images.
One reveals God’s Presence באתגליא 

— openly.
The other reveals it בהעלם גדול — through 

profound concealment.
One is the intimacy of embrace.
The other is the intimacy discovered after 

everything else has been stripped away.
Both lead to the same destination: a rela-

tionship that transcends circumstance.
Perhaps that is the invitation of the month 

of Av.
Not simply to remember what was 

destroyed, but to recognize that even when 
the Temple fell, the covenant did not. The 
walls collapsed, but the Shechinah never 

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

abandoned His people. Sometimes God is 
found in the grandeur of the Mikdash. Some-
times He is found sitting beside us among the 
ruins.

May we merit the day when these two jour-
neys become one—when the hidden close-
ness of exile is transformed into the revealed 
closeness of redemption; when the One who 
walked beside us through every sorrow will 
once again dwell openly among His people; 
when the fast of Tisha b’Av becomes a day 
of joy and gladness; and when Jerusalem is 
rebuilt with the Divine Presence revealed in 
all its splendor. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT - New boutique building,  
spacious and bright, 5 rooms turned into 4, high 

end designed, 130m, panoramic view, 2 bathrooms, 
2 parking spots, storeroom, Shabbat elevator. 

6.200.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
CITY CENTER - Haneviim St., modern,  

boutique building, 3 rooms, 2 balconies,  
furnished, quiet, parking, designed by architect. 

3.950.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
BAKA - New penthouse, 180m on one level, 20m 

sukkah balcony, 40m2 storeroom (office/clinique)
12.000.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

HAR HOMA
5 rooms turned into 4 spacious rooms, 3rd floor 

with elevator, close to public transportation, shops 
and shuls, storeroom, private parking. 

2.390.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
MEKOR HAIM - 3 rooms, 60m, safe room,  

elevator, covered parking. 
2.650.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

FOR RENT ARNONA HATZEIRA - Close to Baka, 
2 large 3 room apartments, garden/terrace, 
furnished, easy access, parking, safe room.

9,500 NIS, AGENTS FEE: 1 MONTH + VAT




