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Surviving  
the Galut

“Ve’et malchei Midyan hargu al chalelei-
hem … ve’et Bilam ben Be’or hargu be’charev 
— And they killed the Midianite kings upon 
their slain... and Bilam the son of Beor they 
slew with the sword.” (Bamidbar 31:8) Why is 
it important to know how Bilam was killed? 
How is that relevant to us?

Rashi expounds: Bilam exchanged the 
accepted mode of warfare, i.e. the sword, 
with the power of speech to curse the Jewish 
people. Likewise here, Am Yisrael exchanged 
their traditional mode of combat, i.e. tefillah, 
and killed Bilam by sword. Indeed, earlier 
in the parashah we find that the Midrash 
teaches that each tribe sent three thousand 
men to fight against Midyan. One thousand 
men went to battle, one thousand men kept 
watch over their possessions, and one thou-
sand men prayed for salvation. The Chafetz 
Chaim zt”l sees a powerful lesson here; our 

main arsenal lies in our power of speech. A 
Jew has the power to facilitate spiritual reali-
ties with words of kedushah. How careful one 
must be to use this awesome gift properly, and 
of course, assiduously avoid words of lashon 
hara and rechilus, evil, harmful speech.

Targum Yonatan describes the unusual 
circumstances of Bilam’s death. When Bilam 
saw that Pinchas was chasing him, he used 
sorcery to fly in the air. Following suit, Pin-
chas uttered the ineffable Name of Hashem 
and pursued Bilam in the air.  As Pinchas 
drew his sword, Bilam pleaded with him, 
saying if he’s spared, he would never again 
harm Am Yisrael.  To which Pinchas replied, 
“You are Lavan who tried to destroy Yaakov 
and you plotted against the Jews in Egypt. You 
continued your evil campaign and instigated 
Amalek against us and conspired with Balak 
to curse us. Finally, you caused further harm 
by suggesting to Balak the horrible scheme 
of Ba’al Pe’or in which 24,000 of our people 
died.” Pinchas then wielded his sword and 
killed Bilam. Rav Salamon in Matnat Chaim 
understands this exchange as a description 
of Jewish history. Throughout the centuries, 
the face of our enemy may have changed, yet 
their goal is always the same—to destroy and 
eradicate our people. Rav Solomon strongly 
believes that it is important to minimize any 
antagonism by staying under the radar. If we 
are careful not to arouse the jealousy of those 
around us, the age-old hatred will hopefully 
stay quiet.  

“Rav lechem sov et hahar hazeh penu lachem 
tzafona—You have circled this mountain long 
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enough; turn northward.” (Devarim 2:3) The 
Kli Yakar echoes our idea in his interpreta-
tion of this verse. The Jews will wander for 
many years around Edom, in the diaspora. 
The directive is to turn “tzafonah,” which can 
mean “to hide,” as on Seder night we have 
“tzafun,” hiding the afikomen. The Kli Yakar 
teaches that if a Jew finds success in the galut, 
he should keep it private and not flaunt it. 
Esav, he continues, still holds bitterness about 
losing the brachot to Yaakov, the gentiles 
believe that all the goodness in this world still 
belong to them. The Kli Yakar therefore cau-
tions against inciting jealousy.  

This message rings true for us all.  Through-
out the world, antisemitism has reached new 
proportions.  Let us remember that Bilam 
lived under many guises but with one evil 
focus.  Until the final geulah, if we need to be 
in the galut, we can protect ourselves with a 
two-pronged approach. Let us be careful how 

we publicize our wealth and status and let 
us increase the use of our greatest weapon—
heartfelt, sincere tefillah for the safety and 
redemption of all Jews, wherever we are. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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