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(T2:22) DTN ATAI DTN AT DNIIN 7IVWNA N XN TRV
"Then the angel of G-d stood in a hollow way between the vineyards, a fence on this side
and a fence on that side." (22:24)
Rashi explains that the usage of the word "fence" without further description, implies the
fence to have been made of stone.
Why is it important for Rashi to share with us the material of which the wall was made?
The Sefer Toldot Yitzchak (Rabbi Yitzchak Karo 1475-1535, Spain-Jerusalem) offers an an-
swer. In Parshat Vayetzei, Lavan and Yaakov founded a covenant by means of constructing
a stone monument. "This heap of stone is a witness, and this pillar shall be a witness, that
I will not go past this heap to your side to harm you and you will not go past this heap and
pillar to my side to harm me" (31:52). Bilaam was a descendant of Lavan (Talmud Sanhe-
drin 105). By breaching this ancient agreement of Lavan and Yaakov, by attempting to curse
Israel, the appropriate reaction is to punish Bilaam using stone- the very material that was
used in building that original covenant. The very witness (stone) of that covenant was used

to exact the price of Bilaam becoming lame (Talmud Sanhedrin 106). - Shabbat Shalom
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