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The Torah records Bilam’s striking descrip-
tion of the Jewish people:
“auNm> X2 0PN PO 7725 DY 1"
Behold, it is a nation

RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH

ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

Levadad Yishkon does not mean disconnec-
tion. Rather, it means that the Jewish people
operate under a different reality. We are dis-
tinct. The rules that govern other nations such
as the natural flow of history, rise and fall,
strength and decline, do not fully apply to us.

This idea has been noted not only by our
sages, but even by the greatest thinkers
among the nations.

The French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre

that dwells alone and is
not reckoned among the
nations. (Bamidbar 23:9)

At first glance, this
phrase can sound iso-
lating and even trou-
bling. Are we meant
to be alone, detached
and separate from the
world?

acknowledged that the
Jewish people cannot
be understood through
ordinary historical
frameworks. They are,
in his words, “beyond
time.”

Similarly, figures
such as Winston Chur-
chill recognized that
regardless of one’s per-

Yet, as developed by
Rabbi Greenberg in Midarkei HaParasha, this
description is not a weakness but a statement
of profound uniqueness and strength.

Bilam, a prophet of the nations, recognized
something essential about Klal Yisrael. Am
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sonal feelings toward
the Jewish people, one cannot deny their
extraordinary and unique role in world histo-
ry. And perhaps most famously, Mark Twain
marveled: All the great empires - Egyptians,
Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans -rose
with power and noise, and then disappeared.
“The Jew saw them all... and remains.” What is
the secret of this eternity?

A beautiful insight highlights this unique-
ness. The pasuk states Hein Am Levadad
Yishkon. The word “jn” (hein) hints to some-
thing that stands alone. In numerical patterns,
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most numbers pair naturally. 1 with 9, 2 with
8, and so on. But 5 stands alone. Similarly,
among the tens, 50 stands alone. The two let-
ters from which the word hein is comprised
are the letter hey (5) and nun (50).

So too, the Jewish people, represented by
“Hein”, stand apart, not as outsiders, but as
something fundamentally different.

Throughout history, observers have noticed
the same phenomenon: A small nation that
is numerically insignificant, yet central to
the story of humanity. It is constantly per-
secuted, scattered and challenged, yet never
disappearing. The world asks the question
again and again: What is the secret of Jewish
eternity?

Rav Kook provides the answer with clarity:
The eternity of the Jewish people is not natural,

rather it is divine. It is rooted in our connection
to Hashem. We are not sustained by power,
land, or numbers but by a relationship.

Am Levadad Yishkon is not a statement of
loneliness. It is a statement of identity. We are
not alone because we are abandoned. We are
alone because we are different. Because we
carry something eternal. Because we are con-
nected to something beyond history.

In a world that constantly pressures us to
blend in, to conform, to become like everyone
else, the Torah reminds us: Our strength is
not in being like the nations. Our strength is
in being true to who we are.

The nations rise and fall, but a people con-
nected to eternity endures. May we merit to
embrace that uniqueness, to live it proudly,
and to strengthen our connection to Hashem,
so that we continue to stand, not alone, but
eternally.

OU ISRAEL 35





