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Chanah asks: What do I do when I 
receive two “yes” responses for one of my 
members at the same time? Who do I say 
yes to first or do I set them up on two dates 
at once?

Aleeza answers:
If you’re receiving two “yes” responses 

for the same member at the same time, 
that’s not a matchmaking problem. That’s 
a matchmaker success. It means people are 
interested, opportunities are opening up, 
and you have done the work to find relevant 
matches. 

This situation is more common than many 
new matchmakers realize. Often, we send 
multiple suggestions on behalf of a member 
and then wait. Sometimes responses trickle 

in one at a time, and sometimes we hear 
nothing for weeks on end. Other times, two 
people happen to become available, interest-
ed, and ready to move forward at the exact 
same moment.

So what should you do?
Your job is not to set up two first dates 

simultaneously. Your job is to make the best 
professional judgment you can and move 
forward with the match that feels most 
appropriate first.

Consider the factors that led you to make 
both suggestions. Which match appears 
stronger based on values, goals, stage of 
life, personality, or other important compat-
ibility indicators? Which one gives you the 
greatest confidence as a first introduction?

Once you make that decision, proceed 
with that setup.

For the second person, simply let them 
know that the member is currently pur-
suing another introduction and that you 
will happily reach back out if they become 
available. There is no need to overexplain 
or apologize. This is a normal part of the 
matchmaking process.

Remember, matchmaking is not only 
about navigating suggestions. It is also about 
navigating timing, availability, schedules, 
and human emotions. Two excellent people 
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can become available at the same time. A 
member can be traveling. Someone may 
need an extra week to respond. Life rarely 
unfolds in a perfectly organized sequence.

The goal is not to eliminate these challeng-
es. The goal is to navigate them gracefully, 
respectfully, and with clear communication.

Trust your judgment. Make the best deci-
sion with the information you have today. If 
the first match progresses, wonderful. If it 
doesn’t, you have another potential date for 
your member. 

May you be blessed with wisdom in your 
decisions, patience in your process, and the 
clarity to guide your members with confi-
dence and care. And may every challenge 
you encounter become another step toward 
helping build lasting Jewish homes.

Blessings,  
Aleeza 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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