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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
€ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 Tammuz/ Thurs. night June 18
7 Days After Molad: 8 Tammuz/Mon. night June 22
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Tammuz/Mon. night June 29
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim  7:11 6:18 8:30 7:13 6:19 8:31
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal)  7:29 6:20 8:32 7:30 6:22 8:33

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:28 6:17 8:29 7:31 6:20 8:32
Gush Etzion 7:27 6:18 8:30 7:28 6:20 8:31
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba 7:29 6:21 8:33  7:30 6:22 8:34
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:28 6:19 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:33
Netanya 7:30 6:21 8:34 7:31 6:22 8:35
Be'er Sheva 7:27 6:19 8:30 7:28 6:20 8:31
Rehovot 7:29 6:20 8:32 7:30 6:21 8:33
Petach Tikva 7:11 6:20 8:33 7:13 6:22 8:34
Ginot Shomron 7:28 6:20 8:32 7:29 6:21 8:33
Haifa / Zichron 7:20 6:22 8:35 7:22 6:23 8:36
Gush Shiloh 7:27 6:19 8:31 7:28 6:20 8:32
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:29 6:21 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:34
Givat Zeev 7:32 6:19 8:31 7:33 6:20 8:32
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:27 6:18 8:30 7:28 6:20 8:31
Ashkelon 7:29 6:21 8:33 7:30 6:22 8:34
Yad Binyamin 7:28 6:20 8:32 7:30 6:21 8:33
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 7:23 6:19 8:33 7:24 6:21 8:34
Golan 7:28 6:19 8:32 7:29 6:20 8:33
Nahariya/Maalot 7:20 6:21 8:35 7:21 6:23 8:36
Afula 7:29 6:20 8:33 7:30 6:21 8:34

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Chukat - 9:05 PM e Balak - 9:06 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 51
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Twenty-eight years ago, my wife and I were
blessed with our first child. He was born,
Baruch Hashem, with all four grandparents
and six great-grandparents still living. Sadly,
though, he never had the chance to meet his
two great-grandfathers on my wife’s side. Still,
we had the privilege of naming him Meir,
after one of those grandfathers. Honestly, at
the time, I had never really thought about
how significant the name Meir is. It was only
when I sat down to prepare the Torah thought
for his brit milah that I came across the Tal-
mud passage (Eruvin 13b) that teaches that
the great Sage we know as Rabbi Meir was
in fact named Rabbi Nehorai. He came to be
called Rabbi Meir because he illuminated
(meir) the eyes of the Sages in halacha. Both
names share the same root of “light,” Meir in
Hebrew and Nehorai in Aramaic, and at its
core, it is a name about giving light to others.

In memory of

MYHN 0N 390
o1 NIV YN ja
Hnan’a
Rabbi Dr. Chaim
Eliezer Schertz 21

Beloved husband,
father, grandfather

"‘We miss you

Reva Schertz,
Sara & Ronen Kory
and family
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Years later, after my wife and I had spent
five years running NCSY in Vancouver and
had returned home to Givat Ze’ev, it was
time for our dear Meir’s bar mitzvah. The
rabbi of the community at the time was Rav
Lior Engelman, today a rabbi in Kfar Saba.
He spoke beautifully about Meir, and then
shared something I have never forgotten. He
admitted that when he thinks about his own
name, Lior, which means “I have light,” he
sometimes feels it points inward, toward him-
self. He told all those sitting in the synagogue
that when he sees the name “Meir,” he gets
strangely jealous. “Meir,” he said, “is entirely
about shining onto others, about giving light
to others.” Those words have stayed with me
ever since, especially as I have watched Meir
grow, Baruch Hashem, into an incredible
father who genuinely tries to shine his light
onto others and to help people in so many
ways.

That same idea returned to me a few years
ago, when Rabbi Yosef Zeev Ginsbherg and
Rabbi Moshe Zev (Michael) Kahn told me they
wanted to create a new program, an annual
evening event called YAIR*. I wondered what
it would add; we already have the Orthodox
Union, we have OU Israel, and within that we
have NCSY Israel, the Pearl & Harold Jacobs
Zula Outreach Center (the Zula), our teen cen-
ters, our Frontline support and our Women’s
Division. Why introduce yet another name?
Why not simply call it another NCSY evening
and stay focused?

They explained that the entire essence
of the evening is to help our NCSYers think



seriously about the decisions that will shape
the course of their lives. That is precisely why
they wanted to call it YAIR, from that same
root: to shine, to spread light, and to illumi-
nate a path forward.

The program has now been running for sev-
eral years, and this past Thursday night, just
five days after our NCSY Israel Spring Shab-
baton at Masada, we held another beautiful
YAIR evening at the Nefesh B’Nefesh offices.
It was deeply moving to see the panels assem-
bled there for the sole purpose of inspiring
teenagers to think about life’s challenges,
with speakers Beatie Deutsch, Debbie Hirsch,
Rabbi Ephraim Rimel, Rabbi Leo Dee, Orit
Mark-Ettinger, and Rabbi Uri Pilichowski. This
was alongside a delicious dinner and uplift-
ing music led by Rav Noam Koenigsberg, the
beloved chazan and musician for our Yom
Yerushalayim celebration at the Tayelet and
arabbi at Yeshivat Shaalvim.

The keynote that evening was delivered
by Zvika Mor, the father of Eitan Mor. Eitan
was abducted from the Nova music festival
on October 7th and held captive in Gaza for
738 days, until his release this past Tishrei.
Zvika had been scheduled to come together
with Eitan; in the end Eitan was unable to
join, but Zvika came and spoke. He described
what it means to fight for your son without
knowing whether he is alive or dead, to hold
fast to what you believe is right through the
most challenging chapter imaginable, and at
the same time to keep a household of seven
children, a wife and an extended family mov-
ing forward, and to be carried by their entire
community of Kiryat Arba. It was so powerful
to watch our teenagers listen and then ask
real, searching questions of the panelists and
of Zvika, questions that showed they were
really there to understand and to grow.

All of this brought me back to the weight
of a name. When you tell a child for

May the Torah learned from
this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and y’y%

Bernard Ansel 21
o YWD 12 2T

on his 30" Yahrzeit - tvn 7

Dearly missed
and always in the thoughts
of his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
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twenty-eight, thirty, even a hundred and
twenty years that he is Meir, that he is meant
to enlighten, to shine onto others, or when you
name a child after any great person, you are
not only setting expectations. You are giving
that child a place to dream and to grow. The
goal is never to raise the bar so impossibly
high that a child feels he or she has let you
down, but rather to plant within him or her a
deep and lasting desire to become something
meaningful.

That very same feeling came to me again
only two days earlier, when I took my son
Mordechai Tzemach, who is named after
Rav Mordechai Eliyahu zt”], to Rav Eliyahu’s
memorial service. It was already late at night,
but it was important to me that our 13 year
old Mordechai Tzemach be there alongside
me, among the many thousands who came to
pray and to share in some of The former Chief
Rabbi, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu’s Torah at Har
HaMenuchot on the twenty-fifth of Sivan, his
yahrzeit. Standing at his gravesite, I thought
of what Rav Eliyahu, the Rishon Letzion, told
me personally just two days before his final ill-
ness: that more than anything, what the Jew-
ish people need is unity, that we must learn
to love one another and to bring Klal Yisrael

U]

wwe
The OU Israel Family
sends heartfelt condolences to
Gloria Kestenbaum and family
on the passing of her husband

SANDY 21

Sandy served as an
OU Board Member
for close to 3 decades
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together.

Sixteen years after his passing, I stood with
my son at his tombstone and prayed that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu grant us the strength
to heed Rav Eliyahu’s words and to overcome
the painful divisions in our midst. We all
know how to come together in times of war,
and the war, sadly, is still ongoing. But surely
we can also unite around the values we hold
most precious. We may care deeply about
some issues and less about others going on in
the Jewish world today. Yet we must still be
able to sit down together, around one table,
and hold honest, respectful conversations,
rather than allowing our disagreements to
descend into negative speech and worse. That,
in the end, is the true unity of Klal Yisrael.

May we be privileged to see in all of our
youth—our children, our neighbors’ children,
our nieces and nephews—the very highest
aspirations to which they have been named.
That is what we all hope for: to watch the next
generation grow, thrive, and walk in the ways
of the Torah. And it is a message not only for a
simcha, but for every single day, that we look
at one another with that same hope and that
same vision.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

v o
Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel

* YAIR is sponsored in loving memory of
Phil Konigsberg: 7”1 2py’ 12 Ywo pny

MASSAGE

INVIGORATING. HEA

CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST & REF
MASSAGE IN HAR NOF - REFLEXOLOBY HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

CALL DR WHATSAPP SARAH TENDLER - 0526 333 244

REFLEXOLOGY




Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

o54-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com

Keren Malki empowers
families of children °
with special needs in -
- Israel to choose home
care. Donations are

~ tax-approved in Israel,
~ US and UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 1"'71
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing. :

- @ kerenmalki.org
 ©02-567-0602

y -
= %

g — - — .
e

JszSm )&
(C Madest Suimuear /=
<.g.,w /

3 &
= Hihay ¥OU weant in st

Global Shipping: 050-424-8359

MarSeaModest.com
—

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Wl

i ESh b e

w

Sales & lnstai:tibn of

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063

OU ISRAEL7



f p -
w
lI.IC ‘I'MIHAD THE TORAH TEEN - CAMP LE5. TORAH HCSY EN
ISRJIEL ISIULE]. ULA TIDBITS EENTEIISPH‘EDFWR TAGLIT g INITIATIV/ ISRAEL 0 DIVISIO
L ™
N O
OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

Believing in Every Teen

Located in the heart of Jerusalem, The Pearl and Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center provides a warm,
welcoming refuge for at-risk teens and young adults facing profound personal challenges. Many have
become estranged from their families, schools, and communities, while struggling with homelessness,
substance abuse, and crises of faith. Through the dedication of its counselors and educational
professionals, the Zula offers these young people acceptance, guidance, and hope.

Serving more than 4,500 youth annually, the center helps these “diamonds in the rough” regain
confidence, rebuild relationships, and chart a positive path forward. As summer approaches, Oren Asulin,
Director of Programming, interviewed with Channel 14 and encouraged parents to maintain open lines
of communication with their children and urged teens to seek out positive social circles, engage in
meaningful activities, and make choices that support their physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being.

Thanks to our supporters, the Zula provides thousands of young people with a safe space, caring mentors,
and a sense of belonging, empowering them to rediscover their strengths, realize their potential, and
build brighter futures

Each week, we share one QU [srael initiative empowering lives and communities in our homeland,
supporting English-speaking ofim in their klita and supporting Israel’s most vulnerable teens to
rebuild trust, confidence, and a future.




'AMERICAN- - Bl Now Available to
IN ISRAEL? - g Discerning Buyers!

1,2,3 and 4 bedroom apartments
= with sea-views directly opposite
e — : | Beach, Maring, close to shopping

and Synagogues.

Missed the deadline?

You can still submit Us : Priced from 1.45 mil NIS and up!
% tax return from Israel g h : et

Child Tax Credit

Education Credit

& 03-375-2427 Ext. 201 U Accountant
David Lann
t. 058-528-1996

Ashkemn PropertieS

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

T www.american-taxes.com

¢ david@american-taxes.com

& &

EliteMed

SPECIALISTS

IMMEDIATE ACCESS. | ®] .
TOP SPECIALISTS. | FRF= B 82
BETTER HEALTH. [ = == -19.3.

- —
American-Style Care. World-Class Specialists. —
Right When You Need Them., - -
9 Ma Rederrals, & Mo Delays. a Juit Expert Care,

e I.-l.'umsu !.-ﬁnl m\nlru AMAERCAN-ATTLE CARE PRASORALITID CRAE couusstT

Al Unior Coren e Sume Dy & suvnncnd o iy, o e Thae m"“"“-""

Mct-Dry Wppaimlrraits Hgh Standent b tom W‘
IMMEDMATE ACCESS TO TOP SPECIALISTS IN EVERY MAJDR FIELD
% ke :E;& CARDIREGT {“{5 AR R 42':'1 CAMTRCHRTERCLOET 33 Foguarey | POl (’Er) RO

TF] EHAATOLST G HIMATOLOSY -@ EHEBLEET

i) = 8 e £y PreomTeY & FL
CLJ: e &é Fros sy {} FumATICE '?_. Gl -E' e "-‘_'Dt e lff} SharncAsL sEATH JFI_:';' CETHRATHY & MORE
YRS o >
h
i |l

i ALLINGY & 7
ok = Wi} omwarciosy L oMLY S eamecepecs

I elitemed.co.il

OU ISRAELY



RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT CHUKAT

W 1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 19:1-17)
3 3 Para Aduma: This is the Torah

&
k\,‘ law. Elazar the Kohen shall remove

from the camp an unblemished red heifer
that has never worked. Itis burned. Cedar,
hyssop and red thread shall be burned with
it. The Kohanim involved in the process are
Tamei until evening. The ashes are used to
purify those Tamei from contact with the
dead. On the 3rd and 7th day a mix of these
ashes and water are sprinkled on the Tamei
person. Absent this process, one who has
come in contact with the dead cannot become
Tahor.

The law of the Red Heifer is a colorful one.
A person who has been in contact with the
dead has the most severe type of tuma, impu-
rity. The Red Heifer removes the tuma.

The Red Heifer is taken out of the camp,
burned, ashes mixed with water, sprinkled
twice on the person who is tamei.

Two things shout out for attention. First,
why are we discussing tuma here when we
spent many parshiot in the book of Vayikra
addressing tuma? Vayikra is the book of holi-
ness; Bamidbar the book of national travel to
the Land of Israel.

And second, unlike the purification pro-
cesses of sacrifices in Vayikra, the Red Heif-
er breaks all the rules. It is taken out of the
entire camp, not in the Temple. It is com-
pletely burned, down to ashes, not burnt on
the altar. In a sacrifice the blood is sprinkled

10 TORAH TIDBITS 1665 / CHUKAT

on the altar; here, ashes in water sprinkled on
the person.

It is a purification process of an entirely
different sort.

I would like to offer that this tuma, contact
with death, is placed here deliberately in the
march to the Land.

I would like to offer a theory of tuma. This
is speculative but I feel it is somewhat compel-
ling. We discussed this in the book of Vayikra.

Tuma could be seen as bruised nobility.
Man is created in the image of G-d. Noble, ele-
vated, holy. Regal. In that capacity, he engag-
es with his Creator. In addition, as a Jew, he is
part of a grand covenant. Tuma bruises this
nobility, this regality.

Tuma occurs as a result of our encounter
with the part of the human being that is less
noble, less elevated. Less regal. Those parts
of our experience that we share with animals:
our physical existence, our bodies. Food, pro-
creation, illness and death.

When we walk through life, we have ele-
vated moments. And we have encounters
with our human frailty, our animal side, that
bruise our dignity, our majesty, our feeling of
being in the image of G-d. When we feel cast
about as a driven leaf, subject to the vagaries
of life, to the mortality of our being, no more
than a glorified animal, majesty lost.

We argued in the book of Vayikra that
encountering G-d in the Mikdash, in the Tem-
ple, requires man in his full majesty. When
his sense of grandeur is bruised by tuma,
by an impinging sense of physicality, he
feels bruised majesty. That majesty must be



restored, he must become tahor. Only man
in his full majesty can encounter his G-d in
the Mikdash.

Here in the book of Bamidbar we are not
engaging G-d in the Mikdash, we are march-
ing as a people to our Land, to be a part of that
great covenant of the Jewish people with G-d.
This covenant of the Jewish people redeems
us from the limited circumference of our life
and lifts us into the grand march of human
history. Our little life is part of a grand histo-
ry, the history of the Jewish people. We are
part of something far bigger than ourselves.
The grand march of Jewish history.

It is here that the tuma of death is intro-
duced. Mortality. Death is final. All that we
aspire to in life is, well, left undone. Death
confronts us with our end. There will be a
day in which we will be no more.

That view of the mortality of life flies direct-
ly into the face of our covenant, our view of
the march of history, that we are part of some-
thing larger.

The march to the Land of Israel in our
book of Bamidbar requires a people who see
a vision of the covenant, arching over their
individual lives, into something far grander.
We, little us, are part of a grand history. Death
bruises that vision.

Tuma of our animal nature, like in Vayikra,
bruises the nobility to stand before G-d. Tuma
of encounter with death bruises our vision
of our place in the immortal march of our
covenant.

The purification here is not in the Temple.
Temple purification is for the moment stand-
ing before G-d. This purification is for reaf-
firming our covenant, that our people is great-
er than just ourselves, that it will live on in a
glorious covenant with G-d. We burn the Red
Heifer, symbolic of our vibrant, but physical

life. That physical life has its end. Ash. But
we mix it with “mayim chaim”. Life. Asifto
affirm that life will go on after death. Well,
not that individual life. (I am not addressing
the continued existence of the soul but rather
life in this world). That life will not live on.
But. Our people will.

The bruised, despondent view of our mor-
tality is purified with an affirmation that in
spite of our personal mortality, our national
covenant lives on.

And hence, the tuma of death is placed
deliberately here in the book of the march to
the Land.

"/‘ 2ND ALIYA (19:18-20:6)
% 3 Hyssop is dipped in the purify-
k\" yssop is dipp purify

ing waters and sprinkled on the
person or vessels requiring this purification.
A tahor person sprinkles on the tamei person
on the 3rd and 7th day; this tahor person then
becomes tamei for the day. One who is tamei
through contact with the dead and does not
do this purification and then subsequently
enters the Mishkan has committed a most
grave sin. Miriam dies after the camp trav-
els to Midbar Zin in the first month. There is
no water. The people complain: oh that we
had died like the others (over these 40 years).
Why did you bring us from Egypt to die in this
nasty place? Moshe and Aharon went to the
Mishkan; G-d’s glory appeared to them.

The death of leaders demoralizes in a differ-
ent way. Itis a very practical type of demoral-
ization. Who will lead us? Will we ever have
a leader like Miriam?

Our covenant gives us confidence that while
we may never have a leader like Miriam, the
covenant endures. We will live on, albeit dif-
ferently, with new leaders.

"/“ 3RD ALIYA (20:7-13)
K’) G-d said to Moshe: gather the
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people to the rock. Speak to the rock. Water
sufficient for they and their flock will be pro-
duced. Moshe said: Listen oh rebellious ones.
Will water emerge from a rock? Moshe hit the
rock. Water emerged, enough for the flocks.
G-d said to Moshe and Aharon: since you did
not believe me, you will not enter the Land.

If the loss of Miriam is demoralizing, the
impending loss of Aharon and Moshe com-
pounds that. But the march to the Land will
continue.

The death of Moshe and Aharon can be
seen as a powerful statement of the greatness,
the capability, the trust of G-d in His people.
The Jewish people are greater than any lead-
er or other; even Moshe, Aharon and Miriam.
You, Moshe and Aharon, you will not enter
the Land; but the people will. Had Moshe led
the people into the Land, we would forever
wonder if our fate is due to Moshe’s greatness.
And without him, who are we?

The death of both Moshe and Aharon
before realizing the dream of entering the
Land is jarring. And crucial. The Torah will
end with the greatest leaders falling short of
realizing the dream of entering the Land. But
far from being a dystopia, and while not being
a utopia, it is an affirmation that the Jewish
people as a people rise above the presence
or absence of individual leaders. As great as
some leaders are, the Jewish people are the
story here. And they will enter the Land. The
Jewish people will always have great people;
but the Jewish people is a great people.

‘}‘ 4TH ALIYA (20:14-21)
‘70 : Moshe sends messengers to the
]

King of Edom. You are aware of
your brother Israel’s history: we left Egypt
with G-d’s help. We need to cross your land,
at no cost to you, to enter our Land. The King
said no. The people answered: we will stay
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on the road and pay for water. Edom said no
and came with a large contingent. The Jewish
people circled back.

The journey to the land hits a roadblock.
We need to pass through the land of Edom.
The King says no.

This story parallels the crossing of the sea.
Like here, we journeyed. Hit a roadblock, the
sea. And couldn’t turn back because the King,
Paro, blocked our way.

But the outcomes are opposite. The sea
split. Here, we reroute around Edom.

At the sea, Divine intervention. The sea split
miraculously. Here, the confrontation with
Edom. Nothing. We circle around Edom.

This story is part of the transition from the
life of miracles. To the life of normal human
impediments. There will be roadblocks. And
no miracles. This is the transition from Divine
control to human leadership.

"/" 5TH ALIYA (20:22-21:9)
'/k\O} At Har Hor Aharon is told he

will die. Up the mountain, Moshe
clothes Elazar in the garments of Aharon.
Aharon dies. The entire people mourn for
30 days. The King of Arad in the Negev hears
and does battle with the people. The people
prevail. The people travel to circumvent
Edom. The long journey aggravates the peo-
ple. They complain. Snakes attack. The peo-
ple regret their sins. G-d tells Moshe to make
a copper snake. When the people gaze on it,
they recover.

The death of Aharon and the clothing of
Elazar continues the transition of leadership.
Moshe, Aaron and Miriam led. Now it is going
to be Elazar. The transition occurs before
Aharon’s death. Transitions are inevitable
and need to be planned.

W 6TH ALIYA (21:10-20)
% : The travel takes the people to the
N ‘.‘ peop



east of Moav. They travel north to the area
of the Emori. The travels are recorded in the
books of wars, traveling on to the well. They
sang of their fortune and their travels.

The circuitous route of the march is per-
plexing. From the Sinai desert to Israel is,
well, yashar, yashar. Straight up north. The
direct route into the land of Israel is from the
Negev. Travel north past Beerhseva to Chev-
ron. Then keep going. Straight. Yet, they trav-
el east to the nations on the east bank of the
Jordan. Their path is then north up through
Jordan, ending up opposite Jericho. And from
there, once they enter the Land, they will go
to Shechem.

Why this wide, wide swing to the east, up
north through Jordan? Why not enter from
the Negev straight north? The Torah does not
tell us. But we can speculate.

At this point in Jewish history, the Jew-
ish people have entered the land 3 times:
Avraham. That went well. Yaakov when he
returned from Lavan. That went well. And
the spies. That didn’t go well.

And now we are entering again. Whose
footsteps would you like to follow? Avraham
and Yaakov both entered from the north and
went immediately to Shechem. The spies
came up from the south to Hevron.

The people avoid the path of the spies. And
adopt the path of Avraham. Hence travel
up north on the east side of the Jordan, so
you can enter the Land and head straight to
Shechem. Just like Avraham. And Yaakov.

W 7TH ALIYA (21:21-22:1)
‘7‘\0‘ Messengers are sent to Sichon

for permission to cross his land.
Sichon confronts them for war. Sichon is
roundly defeated. The people settle in the
land of the Emori. They travel to the land
of Og, the king of the Bashan. G-d tells them

they will succeed against Og, as they did with
Sichon. They defeat Og, arriving at the plains
of Moav, opposite Jericho.

In this march up the east side of the Jordan,
the Divine has been conspicuously absent.
Israel sent messengers to Sichon. No Divine
command. Moshe staked out the cities along
the route into the Land.

The march into the Land has begun. And
while the march of the people until this time
has been with the Mishkan in their midst,
the manna falling from heaven, slowly the
transfer of leadership into the hands of man
is occurring. While He lurks, ever present, it
is man leading the march.

HAFTORAH SHOFTIM 11:1-33

The haftorah opens with an attack on the
Israelites from the people of Ammon. The
Israelites call upon Yiftach to lead them into
battle. He sends a message to Ammon which
includes a reference to the conquest of the
lands of Sichon and Og, which apparently is
the tie in with our Torah reading.

Yiftach made a condition with the Jew-
ish people regarding his willingness to
take on this role as commander: “If you
bring me back to fight with the children of
Ammon, and God delivers them before me,
I will become your head.” The Jewish people
accepted his terms.

Yiftach after trying to make peace with
Ammon has no choice but to go to war. He
successfully leads his people in battle and they
eliminate the Ammonite threat. m
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“And he said to them: Hear now you rebels, are we to bring you forth water out of this rock? (20:10)
What does the phrase “Hamorim” really mean? What was Moshe’s accusation of these people who
challenged him?
Rashi explains firstly that he was accusing them of “being those who refuse”. However, in a deeper
explanation, the word “Hamorim” is a derivation from the Greek word “foolish people”, referring to
those who want to become the “teachers” to their teachers.
Why would Moshe use a derivation of a Greek phrasing instead of a Hebrew expression?
Rabbi Yisrael Eliyahu Trunik (Kutno,Poland; 1820-1893) explains that there is a difference between
the Torah perspective as opposed to the Greek perspective. In Torah’s point of view, every gener-
ation is one step further away from the Sinai experience, representing a decline in spirituality and
less connection to our origin. As pointed on in Talmud Shabbat 112b, if in past generations man was
referred to as humans, then subsequent generations should be referred to as donkeys. However, in
accordance with Greek philosophy, as natural science progresses, future generations are superior to
those of previous generations. Later students can be seen excelling above the achievements of their
teachers. The Torah philosophy is just the opposite. Moshe made this known to these rabble rousers
that they were actively adopting the non-Jewish principles of trying to outperform their leaders. This
is why Moshe uses the Greek terminology to accuse their behavior of refuting the Torah perspective
and adopting a foreign one.
Shabbat Shalom
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Everyone has his or her own voice. Some
express it loudly and clearly; some just mum-
ble or whisper. There are those who let their
voices be heard only in their professional
lives and are silent and withdrawn at home.
Others use their voices only within their
families and stifle their voices in the outside
world.

Our voices can be expressed in a variety
of ways: through speech, through the writ-
ten word, and even by means of our pos-
tures and gestures. Our voices can also be
expressed through song.

In a book he wrote for managers of orga-
nizations coping with the complex challenges
of the 21st century work environment, Ste-
phen Covey makes the following statement:
“There is a deep, innate, almost inexpressible
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

yearning within each one of us to find our
voice in life.” That statement is the basis for
his book, The 8th Habit: From Effectiveness to
Greatness, which is designed to help organi-
zational leaders find their voices and inspire
others to find theirs.

Each of the great leaders of the Jewish peo-
ple, from biblical times down to the present,
had his or her own distinctive voice. The
voice of Abraham was heard throughout his
world; the voice of Isaac was almost silent in
comparison. Moses described his own voice
as defective, yet he was capable of supreme
eloquence. Joshua’s voice is never described
as wanting in any way, yet we have few
examples of his personal unique voice.

Some of our great leaders, including
Moses, expressed their voices in song. We
have the Song of the Sea in which the voice of
Moses dominates; his sister Miriam responds
to Moses’ song in her own voice; the Prophet-
ess Deborah and King David are exemplary
in their ability to use the medium of song to
express their unique and distinctive voices.

All of the above are examples of how indi-
vidual Jewish heroes and heroines found and
expressed their voices. This week’s Torah
portion, Parshat Chukat, provides an exam-
ple of an entirely different kind of a voice:
not the voice of one person, but the voice of
an entire group, indeed of an entire nation. It
is the Song of the Well, of the Be’er:

“...the well where the Lord said to Moses,
‘Assemble the people that I may give them
water.’ Then Israel sang this song:

Spring up, O well —sing to it -



The well which the chieftains dug,

Which the nobles of the people started

With the sceptre, and with their own staffs.

And from the wilderness to Mattanah,

and from Mattanah to Nahaliel,

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth...” (Numbers
21:16-19)

This is a much briefer song then the song
that Moses led when the people of Israel
miraculously crossed the Sea. But part of this
passage too, at least in the synagogues with
which I am familiar, is chanted melodically.

I have long been impressed by the fact that
this week’s Torah portion, in which the Song
of the Well appears, describes a critical tran-
sition in the leadership of the Jewish people.
From the time of the Exodus from Egypt, the
Jewish people essentially have had three
leaders: Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. In this
week’s parsha, Miriam dies and is buried;
Aaron too is “gathered unto his people” and
is mourned; and Moses learns that his leader-
ship role will come to an end sooner than he
had thought, before the Jewish people enter
the Promised Land.

This is indeed a story of transition, of the
end of an era, of the passing of the mantle of
leadership to a new generation.

No wonder then that the song sung in
this week’s parsha is so very different from
the song sung by Moses at that triumphant
moment near the beginning of his leadership
career.

Our Sages tell us in the Talmudic tractate
of Sotah that the Song of the Sea was sung
by the people responsively. That is, Moses
said the first phrase, which the people said
after him. He proceeded then to the second
phrase, and the people echoed him. Moses
was an authoritative leader, and the people
were obedient followers. Moses was the

active composer of the song, the choirmaster
as it were, and the people were but the choir.

In this week’s Torah portion, two of the
leaders pass from the scene, and Moses
learns that his leadership authority is wan-
ing. The Song of the Well is an entirely dif-
ferent leadership song from the Song of the
Sea. In this week’s song, the entire people
sing as one. It begins not “Then Moses sang
this song,” but rather “Then Israel sang
this song.” The leadership passes from one
Divinely chosen charismatic leader to the
people as a whole.

The people find their voice, and it is
the voice of song. How beautifully this is
expressed in the Midrash Yalkut Shimoni
(Chukat Note 764):

...after 40 years, the people finally matured
and began to sing a song on their own
accord, saying, “Master of the Universe, it is
now incumbent upon You to do miracles for
us and for us to sing, as it is written: ‘It has
pleased the Lord to deliver us and that is why
we sing our song all the days of our lives...””
(Isaiah 38:20)

Jewish history has known epochs in which
there were clear leaders, gifted and often
charismatic individuals who, by virtue of
their wisdom or heroism, seemed ordained
by the Almighty Himself to lead our people.
But we have also known times, such as the
present, when such prominent leaders are
not apparent.

It is at times such as these that we all must
assume leadership responsibilities. It is at
times such as these that we cannot afford to
humbly refrain from acting as leaders in our
own families and communities. It is at times
such as these that we must, each of us, find
our own voices and sing the songs of lead-
ership.
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Why Was Moses Not
Destined to Enter the Land?

It is one of the most perplexing, even dis-
turbing, passages in the Torah. Moses the
faithful shepherd, who has led the Israelites
for forty years, is told that he will not live
to cross the Jordan and enter the Promised
Land.

No one has cast a longer shadow over the
history of the Jewish people than Moses - the
man who confronted Pharaoh, announced
the plagues, brought the people out of Egypt,
led them through the sea and desert and suf-
fered their serial ingratitude; who brought the
Word of God to the people, and prayed for the
people to God. The name Israel means “one
who wrestles with God and with men and
prevails.” That, supremely, was Moses, the
man whose passion for justice and hyper-re-
ceptivity to the voice of God made him the
greatest leader of all time. Yet he was not des-
tined to enter the land to which he had spent
his entire time as a leader travelling toward.
Why?

The biblical text at this point is both lucidly
clear and deeply obscure. The facts are not
in doubt. Almost forty years have passed

20 TORAH TIDBITS 1665 / CHUKAT

since the Exodus. Most of the generation who
remembered Egypt have died. So too had Mir-
iam, Moses’ sister. The people have arrived
at Kadesh in the Zin desert, and they are
now close to their destination. In their new
encampment, however, they find themselves
without water. They complain. “Why have you
brought the Lord’s assembly into this wilder-
ness only for us and our livestock to die here?
Why did you take us up out of Egypt to bring
us to this dreadful place with no grain, no figs,
no vines or pomegranates — there is no water
to drink!” (Num. 20:4-5) The tone of voice, the
petulance, is all too familiar. The Israelites
have hardly deviated from it throughout.
Yet suddenly we experience not deja-vu but
tragedy:

Moshe and Aharon went away from the
assembly to the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting.

They fell on their faces, and the Lord’s glory
was revealed to them. And the Lord spoke to
Moshe: “Take the staff, you and your brother
Aharon, and assemble the community. Speak to
the rock before their eyes and it will give forth



water. You shall bring forth water for them
from the rock, giving the community and their
animals to drink.” Moshe took the staff from
before the Lord, as He had commanded him.
And Moshe and Aharon gathered the assem-
bly together before the rock. He said to them,
“Listen now, rebels! Shall we produce water
for you from this rock?” Then Moshe raised
his hand and struck the rock twice with his
staff. Water gushed out, and the community
and their animals drank. But the Lord said to
Moshe and Aharon, “Because you did not put
your trust in Me to demonstrate My holiness
in the Israelites’ eyes, you shall not bring this
assembly into the land that I am giving them.”
(Num. 20:6-12)

Where had Moses gone wrong? What was
his sin? What offence could warrant so great
a punishment as not to be privileged to see the
conclusion of the mission he had been set by
God?

Few passages have generated so much
controversy among the commentators. Each
offers his own interpretation and challeng-
es the others. So many were the hypotheses
that the nineteenth century Italian exegete
R. Shmuel David Luzzatto was moved to say,
“Moses committed one sin, yet the commen-
tators have accused him of thirteen or more -
each inventing some new iniquity!” One mod-
ern scholar (R. Aaron Rother, Shaarei Aharon)
lists no less than twenty-five lines of approach,
and there are many more.

The following are the most significant:
Rashi, offering the simplest and best-known
explanation, says that Moses’ sin lay in strik-
ing the rock rather than speaking to it. Had
Moses done as he was commanded, the peo-
ple would have learned an unforgettable les-
son: “If a rock, which neither speaks nor hears
nor is in need of sustenance, obeys the word
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of God, how much more so should we.”

Rambam (Moses Maimonides) says that
Moses’ sin lay in his anger - his intemperate
words to the people, “Listen now, rebels.” To
be sure, in anyone else, this would have been
considered a minor offence. However, the
greater the person, the more exacting are
the standards God sets. Moses was not only a
leader but the supreme role-model of the Isra-
elites. Seeing his behaviour, the people may
have concluded that anger is permissible - or
even that God was angry with them, which He
was not.

Ramban (Nachmanides), following a sug-
gestion of Rabbeinu Chananel, says that the
sin lay in saying, “Shall we produce water for
you from this rock?” - implying that what was
at issue was human ability rather than Divine
miracle and grace.

R. Joseph Albo and others (including Ibn
Ezra) suggest that the sin lay in the fact that
Moses and Aaron fled from the congregation
and fell on their faces, rather than stand-
ing their ground, confident that God would
answer their prayers.

Abarbanel makes the ingenious suggestion
that Moses and Aaron were not punished
for what they did at this point. Rather, their
offences lay in the distant past. Aaron sinned
by making the Golden Calf. Moses sinned in
sending the spies. Those were the reasons
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they were not privileged to enter the land. To
defend their honour, however, their sins are
not made explicit in the biblical text. Their
actions at the rock were the proximate rather
than underlying cause (a hurricane may be
the proximate cause of a bridge collapsing; the
underlying cause, however, was a structural
weakness in the bridge itself).

More recently, the late Rav Shach zt”] sug-
gested that Moses may have been justified
in rebuking the people, but he erred in the
sequence of events. First he should have giv-
en them water, showing both the power and
providence of God. Only then, once they had
drunk, should he have admonished them.

Difficulties, however, remain. The first is
that Moses himself attributed God’s refusal to
let him enter the land to His anger with the
people, not just with himself: “At that time, I
pleaded with the Lord: ‘O Lord God, You have
begun to show Your servant Your greatness
and Your mighty hand; what force in heaven or
earth can do deeds and mighty acts like Yours!
Please let me cross over and see the good land
beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and
the Lebanon.’ But the Lord was enraged with
me because of you, and would not listen to me.
(Deut. 3:23)

Similarly, Psalm 106:32 states, “By the
waters of Merivah they angered the Lord and
trouble came to Moses because of them.”

Second: however we identify Moses’ sin,
there is still a disproportion between it and
its punishment. Because of Moses’ prayers,
God forgave the Israelites. Could He not for-
give Moses? To deprive him of seeing the
culmination of a lifetime’s efforts was surely
unduly harsh. According to the Talmud, when
the angels witnessed Rabbi Akiva’s death, they
said, “Is this the Torah, and this its reward?”
They might have asked the same question



about Moses.

Third is the tantalising fact that, on a pre-
vious occasion in similar circumstances,
God had specifically told Moses to take his
staff and strike the rock: precisely the act for
which (for Rashi and many others) he was
now punished:

But the people were thirsty for water. They
railed against Moshe, “Why did you bring us
out of Egypt? Was it to kill me, my children,
and all my livestock by thirst?” “What shall I
do with this people?” Moshe cried to the Lord.
“Another moment and they will stone me.” The
Lord answered Moshe, “Walk out to face the
people taking some of the elders of Israel with
you. Take the staff with which you struck the
Nile in your hand, and go. I will be there before
‘you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock; water
will come out of it and the people will drink.”
(Ex. 17:3-6)

It is with the deepest trepidation that one
hazards a new explanation of so debated
a text, but there may be a way of seeing the
entire episode that ties the others together and
makes sense of what otherwise seems like an
impenetrable mystery.

The Talmud (Avodah Zarah 5a) contains the
following statement of Resh Lakish:

What is the meaning of the verse, ‘This is
the book of the generations of Adam’? Did
Adam have a book? Rather, it teaches that
the Holy One, blessed be He, showed Adam
(in advance), each generation and its inter-
preters, each generation and its Sages, each
generation and its leaders.

One of the most striking features of Judaism
is that it is not centred on a single figure - a
founder - who dominates its entire history.
To the contrary, each age gave rise to its own
leaders, and they were different from one
another, not only in personality but in the
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type of leadership they exercised. First came
the age of the patriarchs and matriarchs.
Then came Moses and his disciple Joshua.
They were followed by a succession of figures
known generically as Judges’, though their
role was more military than judicial. With
Saul, monarchy was born - though even then,
kings were not the only leaders; there were
prophets and priests as well. With Ezra a
new figure emerges: the ‘Scribe’, the teacher
as hero. Then came elders, Sages, masters of
halachah and aggadah. During the Mishnaic
period the leader of the Jewish people was
known as Nasi (and later, in Babylon, as Resh
Galutah or Exilarch). Chatam Sofer in one of
his Responsa (Orach Chayyim, 12) notes that
though the Nasi was a scholar, his role was as
much political as educational and spiritual.
He was, in fact, a surrogate king. The Middle
Ages saw the emergence of yet more new
types: commentators, codifiers, philosophers
and poets, alongside a richly varied range of
leadership structures, some lay, some rabbin-
ic, others a combination of both.

Leadership is a function of time. There
is a famous dispute about Noah, whom the
Torah describes as ‘perfect in his genera-
tions’. According to one view, had Noah lived
in a more righteous age, he would have been
greater still. According to another, he would
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have been merely one of many. The fact is
that each generation yields the leadership
appropriate to it. The Talmud (Sanhedrin
21b) says that Ezra was worthy of bringing the
Torah to Israel, had Moses not preceded him.
In another passage (Menachot 29b) it says that
Moses himself asked God to give the Torah
through Rabbi Akiva rather than himself. One
can speculate endlessly about the might-have-
beens of history, but we are each cast into the
world at a time not of our choosing, and we
have no choice but to live within its particular
challenges and constraints. For that reason,
we do not compare leaders, for there are no
timeless standards by which to judge them.
“Jerubaal in his generation was like Moses in
his generation; Bedan in his generation was
like Aaron in his generation; Jepthah in his
generation was like Samuel in his generation.”

Each age produces its leaders, and each
leader is a function of an age. There may be
- indeed there are - certain timeless truths
about leadership. A leader must have courage
and integrity. He must be able, say the Sages,
to relate to each individual according to his
or her distinctive needs. Above all, a leader
must constantly learn (a king must study the
Torah “all the days of his life”). But these are
necessary, not sufficient, conditions. A leader
must be sensitive to the call of the hour - this
hour, this generation, this chapter in the long
story of a people. And because he or she is of
a specific generation, even the greatest leader
cannot meet the challenges of a different gen-
eration. That is not a failing. It is the existen-
tial condition of humanity.

The remarkable fact about Moses and the
rock is the way he observes precedent. Almost
forty years earlier, in similar circumstances,
God had told him to take his staff and strike
the rock. Now too, God told him to take his



staff. Evidently Moses inferred that he was
being told to act this time as he had before,
which is what he does. He strikes the rock.
What he failed to understand was that time
had changed in one essential detail. He was
facing a new generation. The people he con-
fronted the first time were those who had
spent much of their lives as slaves in Egypt.
Those he now faced were born in freedom in
the wilderness.

There is one critical difference between
slaves and free human beings. Slaves respond
to orders. Free people do not. They must be
educated, informed, instructed, taught - for if
not, they will not learn to take responsibility.
Slaves understand that a stick is used for strik-
ing. That is how slave-masters compel obedi-
ence. Indeed, that was Moses’ first encounter
with his people, when he saw an Egyptian
beating an Israelite. But free human beings
must not be struck. They respond not to pow-
er but persuasion. They need to be spoken to.
What Moses failed to hear - indeed to under-
stand - was that the difference between God’s
command then and now (“strike the rock”
and “speak to the rock”) was of the essence.
The symbolism in each case was precisely
calibrated to the mentalities of two different
generations. You strike a slave, but speak to a
free person.

Moses’ inability to hear this distinction was
not a failing, still less was it a sin. It was an ines-
capable consequence of the fact that he was
mortal. A figure capable of leading slaves to
freedom is not the same as one able to lead free
human beings from a nomadic existence in
the wilderness to the conquest and settlement
of a land. These are different challenges, and
they need different types of leadership. Indeed
the whole biblical story of how a short jour-
ney took forty years teaches us just this truth.

-
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Great change does not take place overnight. It
takes more than one generation - and therefore
more than one type of leader. Moses could not
become a Joshua, just as Joshua could not be
another Moses. The fact that at a moment of
crisis Moses reverted to an act that had been
appropriate forty years before showed that
time had come for the leadership to be handed
on to a new generation. It is a sign of his great-
ness that Moses, too, recognised this fact and
took the initiative in asking God (in Bamidbar
ch. 27) to appoint a successor.

If this interpretation is correct, then Moses
did not sin, nor was he punished. To be sure,
the Torah uses language expressive of sin
(“You did not believe in Me”, “You rebelled
against Me”, “You trespassed against Me”,
“You did not sanctify Me”). But these phras-
es may refer, as several commentators sug-
gest (see the tenth interpretation cited by
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Abarbanel, and the commentary of Luzzatto)
not to Moses and Aaron but to the people, and
the incident as a whole. That would explain
why Moses said that “God was angry with me
because of you”.

The fact that Moses was not destined to enter
the Promised Land was not a punishment but
the very condition of his (and our) mortality.
It is also clear why this episode occurs in the
sedra of Chukat, which begins with the rite of
the Red Heifer and purification from contact
with death. We also understand why it follows
on the death of Miriam, Moses and Aaron’s
sister. Law and narrative are here intricately
interwoven in a set of variations on the inev-
itability of death and the continuity of life.
For each of us, there is a Jordan we will not
cross, however long we live, however far we
travel. “It is not for you to complete the task,”
said Rabbi Tarfon, “but neither are you free to
disengage from it.” But this is not inherently
tragic. What we begin, others will complete - if
we have taught them how.

Moses was a great leader, the greatest of all
time. But he was also the supreme teacher.
The difference is that his leadership lasted for
forty years, while his teachings have endured
for more than three thousand years (that,
incidentally, is why we call him Moshe Rab-
beinu, “Moses our teacher”, not “Moses our
leader™). This is not to devalue leadership:
to the contrary. Had Moses only taught, not
led, the Israelites would not have left Egypt.
The message of the rock is not that leadership
does not matter: it is that leadership must be
of its time. A teacher may live in the world of
ancient texts and distant hopes, but a leader
must hear the music of the age and address
the needs and possibilities of now.

The great leaders are those who, knowl-
edgeable of a people’s past and dedicated to
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its ideal future, are able to bring their contem-
poraries with them on the long journey from
exile to redemption, neither longing for an age
that was, nor rushing precipitously into an age
that cannot yet be. And, as Moses understood
more deeply than any other human being, the
great leaders are also teachers, empowering
those who come after them to continue what
they have begun. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
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The tradition of reading the haftarah on
Shabbat and Yom Tov was instituted during
the Tanaitic period, as found in the Mishnah
[Megillah 4:5], which indicates that the prac-
tice was well-established by then. Its insti-
tution was, according to many, the result of
decrees of foreign rulers who forbade public
Torah readings. In response to these “diktats”,
Chazal then introduced the readings from
Sifrei Nevi’im that would correspond to the
weekly Torah portions, to be read in place of
the banned public Torah readings.

Our Rabbi’s institution of the haftarah read-
ing should keep us mindful of the past reali-
ties and history and its impact on our world.
Reflecting upon the events of ancient Israel
is especially important in understanding the
weekly haftarot! This helps uncover the pro-
phetic messages shared to that generation
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and its importance for us today. It is also why
I often touch upon the preceding-or subse-
quent- events to better understand what the
haftarah teaches us.

The connection between the parasha and
haftarah is quite obvious, as the reading from
the Sefer Shofetim [perek 11] parallels and,
indeed, even uses the exact wording found
in the Parashat Chukat. The parasha relates
how Israel avoided invading the nation of
Ammon when conquering the land from
Arnon to Yabok and the haftarah tells of the
argument of against the Ammonite enemy
who demanded the return of the very same
land, “from Arnon to Yabok” — although it was
never taken from Ammon.

The haftarah certainly recounts an inter-
esting clash (and eventual battle) between
these two opponents. But it is far more than
an “exciting” conflict.

It reveals a sad and difficult era that reflects
the struggles of a failed generation.

Consider:

Gil’ad is threatened by Ammon...but has no
army to fight them!!

No neighboring tribes offered to help
them!

They reluctantly choose Yiftach - whom
they had driven out from Gil’ad!!

Yes, Yiftach was successful in repelling the



enemy —was this a victory?

Consider the sad “epilogue” to this entire
episode:

After Yiftach’s glorious victory, the tribe of
Ephrayim mustered an army and marched
northward to confront the new leader.

Upon reaching Yiftach they threatened to
burn down his house for never having sum-
moned them to join him in the battle.

The disagreement led to a civil war
between Yiftach’s army and the army of
Ephrayim.

That war that led to the deaths of 42,000
men of the tribe of Ephrayim.

This horrific closing to the era of Yiftach
(he ruled for only 6 years) grants us a peek
into the condition of the nation at that time.
Israel was divided! Unable to muster an
army, they manage to gather-only- a group of
malcontents (“anashim reikim”). Even when
victorious, the tribes did not contribute to the
victory but thought only of themselves - not
the nation as a whole. When granted respite
from their enemies, when Israel was miracu-
lously spared a predictable massacre, they still
could find no common ground upon which to
build a united nation.

History teaches us over and over again
that the divisions within our people weaken
us and, all too often, lead to heartbreak and
misfortune. And, yes, once again, our haftarah
DOES, indeed, leave a message for us today.

The most dangerous menace that our
nation confronts is when we forget that we
are one nation and, despite our differences,
we can-and should- move forward.

But we can move forward only when we
move together. B

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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The Gemara (Kedushin 31a) relates the
well-known story of Dama ben Netina. The
Chachamim sought to purchase from him
a precious stone for the Choshen (known as
the yashfeh), corresponding to the tribe of
Binyamin. The key to access the stone, how-
ever, lay beneath his father’s pillow. Despite
the enormous sum offered (sixty ribo), Dama
refused to wake his father.

The following year, Hashem rewarded him:
a Parah Adumah was born in his herd. When
the Chachamim came to purchase it, Dama
acknowledged that he could demand any
price. Yet he requested only the exact sum he
had forfeited in honoring his father.

This Gemara is often cited as a striking
example of the greatness of a non-Jew who
fulfilled kibbud av va’em at the highest level.
And indeed, it is. But as Rav Yaakov Neiman
in Darkei Mussar teaches, there is another

RAVING A SIMCRA?

2R XX
MAGNETJPHOTOGRAPHY;

INSTANT MEMORIES
YOU CAN TAKE HOME

WWW.BGB.CO.IL
051:595:8404
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dimension that reveals not only the greatness
of Dama ben Netina, but the unique greatness
of a Jew.

At first glance, the story is inspirational.
But upon deeper reflection, it highlights an
even greater characteristic of Am Yisrael. It is
written: 112 NaNNA 12 PN Y5 NN WK 1 OR”
“¥9 w1 - if a person were to offer all the wealth
in his home for love, it would be scorned. (Shir
Hashirim 8:7)

A Jew does not “sell” a mitzvah. A mitz-
vah is not a transaction, not something to be
exchanged for profit. It is an expression of a
relationship with Hashem. Even if, in rare
cases, one may speak of “selling” reward, the
mitzvah itself is never for sale.

Dama ben Netina, for all his greatness, ulti-
mately relates to the mitzvah in transactional
terms. When the opportunity arises, he effec-
tively says: I forfeited money for that mitzvah
-now I will recover it. The act is noble, but the
framework is still one of exchange.

A Jew, by contrast, lives in a different real-
ity. A mitzvah is not something one trades,
rather it is something one lives.

There is a second, equally profound
distinction.

The Gemara states: “nINx MwY” - in a lat-
er year. Not necessarily the following year,
but some time afterward. Yet when the Cha-
chamim arrive, Dama immediately recalls
his earlier act. It remains vivid, present, and
central in his mind. A person of true spir-
itual stature, relates differently to his own



accomplishments. When a Jew performs a
mitzvah, he strives to forget it.

Not out of ingratitude, but out of humility.
Not because it lacks value, but because dwell-
ing on it breeds complacency and arrogance.
The focus must always shift forward: What
more can I do? Where do I still need to grow?

The great figures of Klal Yisrael lived with
this mindset. They did not define themselves
by what they had already achieved. Their
gaze was always fixed on what remained
unfinished. Even Moshe Rabbeinu, the great-
est of all prophets, declares: Mm% nH NN’
“72y NX MXINY - You have only begun to show
Your servant. (Devarim 3:24). If Moshe saw
everything as merely a beginning, how much
more so must we.

This idea is beautifully captured in the
teaching of Rabbi Moshe Leib of Sasso. On
Rosh Hashanah we recite: 991 X 972 vy’
“mnswan Y5 - Hashem remembers all that is
forgotten. This operates in both directions. If
a person performs a mitzvah and then for-
gets it, Hashem remembers it. But if a person
clings to the mitzvah, reliving it with pride,
then, so to speak, Hashem says: You are hold-
ing onto it; I need not.

Conversely, if a person commits a sin and
forgets it, Hashem remembers. But if the
person carries it with him - “nn 71 nxony”
- with regret and teshuvah, then Hashem
allows it to fade.

A Jew’s avodah, then, is paradoxical:

*  Forget your mitzvot
*  Remember your responsibilities

This perspective also sheds light on a strik-
ing question: why did Hashem reward Dama
specifically with a Parah Adumah? Surely,
Hashem has many ways to grant reward.

Dama could have succeeded in business,
found treasure, or prospered in countless
ways. Why orchestrate such a specific and
rather rare event?

The answer is that the reward itself became
part of the lesson. By bringing the Cha-
chamim back to Dama, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
created a moment of contrast, a living encoun-

ter between two worlds:
* Anon-Jew who excels in a rational mitz-
vah he understands

*  AJew who is prepared to give everything
for a mitzvah beyond comprehension

The Parah Adumah represents the ultimate
chok, a mitzvah without logical explanation.
And yet Klal Yisrael embraces it with com-
plete devotion. Dama teaches the power of
human morality at its finest. But Klal Yisrael
embodies something even greater: a relation-
ship that transcends understanding. That is
the deeper greatness of Am Yisrael.

We live in a world that constantly measures
worth through achievement, recognition, and
memory. We are conditioned to catalog our
accomplishments, to build identities around
what we have done. The Torah life asks some-
thing radically different. Perform a mitzvah
and an act of chesed and then move on to the
next. Don’t dwell on past accomplishments,
rather focus on constant improvement. We
ought to serve Hashem as proud individuals
- not for what we have previously accom-
plished but for who we have yet to become.

¥ Mazel Tovto *
the extended Rotter Family
on the Bar Mitzvah of &g
Eitan Youngerwood
and the upcoming marriage of
Rena Rotter to Akiva Allon
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For Sale in Efrat ALL SEAL
Zayit: '

RE-ROOFING 8 WATERPROOFING

2,690,000 NIS

Zayit:

4.950.000 NIS
Dekel:
2.680.000 NIS
Dekel:

Why rEp!ace?' a0
When you can réstore!!

* Re Roofing seamle‘w ? =
UV coating waterproofing =
» Balcony waterproofing 30 7
« Bathroom waterproofing ™™
« Mold Remediation/Removal “

* Comes with a no-leak warrantee

055-307-3148

My, Espariol, Frangais & English

2.550.000 NIS
Gefen:
2.720.000 Nis
For Sale in Elazar
2.570.000
3.750.000 NIS

Dr. Victor
Stiebel

PSYCHIATRIST

is pleased to announce
that he will be seeing
patients privately
at Wolfson Medical
Center Jerusalem

Chamab&ana

MODEST ACTIVEWEAR

V.
-Sports and Swim
-Teen sizes to XXL

™ Pharmacology

Wi |
™ Geriatrics With Pockets!
™ Medical Complexity
™ Military Psychiatry

"h-r Ry
Wolfson Medical Center: Cell: WWW.Cha na ba ha.com

02-563-6265 | 055-500-6240
DrStiebelOffice@icloud.com

FREE Jerusalem and Efrat Pick-Up
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We guarantee that you
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and

certified technicians. AIR CONDITIONING

Engineering, Design & Installation

Send your plans for @ 02_628_8282

free engineering. or Email us at info@tzviair.com

®

the

DIRECTORY

~
Healthcare you understand,
! from doctors who understand you. l
AsK puR SEARCH THE
WHATSAPP BOT: &
i h i Wide range 200+ olim Kupah, g
of specialties  physicians hospital & E
and locations providing private HE
acrosslsrael  trusted care practice

#4972 50-325-0093

www.anglodoctorsisrael.com  supported by: WL‘SJ%EP efgsh
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A Gold Arrow
Y/ Tax is Hiring!

Join our expert team specializing in
US taxes for Americans in Israel.

Opportunities for growth
Competitive salary, including Keren
Hishtalmut

Supportive, tight-knit team

On-site role at our Jerusalem office
2-6 years of experience
Experience with 5471s, Streamlines,
business tax returns, HNWIs

..‘

Apply now and advance your career!

Email your CV to aliza@goldarrowtax.com

/\ TAL CLEAN
h 4

Contact us:

050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

a3

Polish | Curtains

And
more
cleaning
Mattress Services

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL

Unique & New apartment for rent, Dubnov 1,
Talbieh, luxurious building, 270 sqm, 90 sqm

terraces, high-end finishes, 2 parking spots, storage

o 4 -.' p

Renovated elegant apartment of 120 sqm,
Rehavia/Sha'are Chessed, Sukkah balcony, 5
rooms, elevator, full of light

Luxurious new garden apartment in Talbieh, 230
sgm, 150 sqm, private garden, fully furnished,
premium finishes, S-star hotel facilities

Magpniflicent 300 sqm Penthouse, 200 sqm
terraces, private elevator, private roof garden,
]pamm'amﬁc views, p]’i\vanue s\wflmming pooL jax;uzzﬁ

T&T INVESTMENTS

Tel: 480-4767 WA:+972-26744000
ww
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Awareness and Accounting

The end of parashat Chukat describes the
various victories of the Jewish people as they
conquered land approaching the border
of Eretz Yisrael. Most notable was the war
against Sichon, king of the Amorites, whose
capital city was Cheshbon. Interestingly, the
Torah shares some background about
the territory and recounts, “Al kein
yom’ru hamoshlim, “Bo’u Chesh-
bon, tibaneh ve’tikonen ir Sichon
— Concerning this, those who
speak in parables [referring to
Bilaam] say, “Come to Chesh-
bon, may it be built and estab-
lished as the city of Sichon.”
(Bamidbar 21:27) The Gemara
interprets these verses homiletical-
ly. “Hamoshlim”; these are the peo-
ple who rule over their evil inclination. They
will say: “Come to Cheshbon,” mean-
ing: Come and let us calculate the account
of the world, i.e., the financial loss incurred
by the fulfillment of a mitzvah in contrast to
its reward, and the reward for committing a
transgression, i.e., the pleasure and gain

Rabbi Shim:
Dovid Pincus zt"l

All your jewe|r|:] needs in one p]m:ei

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refu:]bish. polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, cangﬁcstid:s. and
any geld/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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received, in contrast to the loss it entails.
(Bava Batra 78b)

Why did our Sages derive this explanation,
when it has no correlation to the plain mean-
ing of the text?

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe answers

this question with an important
» approach. Although the interpreta-
) tion deviates from the context of
the verse, our Sages lived with
. focused awareness that every
moment of their lives matter
and understood that Hashem
keeps a continuous accounting
of our choices and deeds. There-
fore, when they saw these words,
it automatically brought to mind
the concept of reckoning one’s actions,
teaching us this important lesson.

Rav Shmuel Rozovsky zt”l, notes that this
is the intention of the verse, “Ashrei adam
shome’a li — Fortunate is the man who listens
to me.” (Mishlei 8:34) All “listening,” every-
thing one hears, should immediately be asso-
ciated with something spiritual, something
that can help him grow. This is how we live
a life of consciousness mirroring a spiritual
reality.

Conducting an accounting of one’s deeds
and actions indicates an awareness of the
need to fill one’s days with purpose and
meaning. The Chafetz Chaim zt”l was known

shon



https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1438516/jewish/Mitzvah.htm

to reinforce this idea, telling people that after
120 years we will all have to give an account-
ing of our years, days, minutes and even the
seconds of our lives. Each action we do creates
areality and makes an impression. We must
be mindful of how the present moment can
impact eternity.

Rav Pincus zt”1 in Tiferet Shimshon extols
the tremendous value of constant introspec-
tion in that it shows that one cares about his
avodat Hashem. In any relationship, apathy
and lack of concern implies distance and
coldness. In contrast, when we think about
improving our tefillah or our mitzvot bein
adam U’chavero, we demonstrate that our
mitzvah observance and relationship with
Hashem is important.

Continued contemplation is the key for siya-
ta dishamaya, Divine assistance to grow and
develop in our avodat Hashem. m

""ﬁRealEstate

FOR SALE!
3 BEDROOM
APARTMENT
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.

*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop
daily program
#30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish
*Trips, excursions & weekly live
musical performances
*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in
private Mamad room
*Transportation ideal. Walking
distance to buses & trains.
*Apartment & Machsan registered in
Tabu in your name
*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur
Mugan in Israel

OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE NEGOTIABLE.
To see apartment & ask questions, contact
Shmuel - Ogma Nechasim 050-7971552

FINE HOMES

NEEK JERUSALEM

13,180,000 NIS

‘g ==d
o

ZAYIT, EFRAT

Yehuda Hamacabi St

-%1:

oLD I{ATAMON

Shai Agnon St

4 bedrooms + 122 m?*

5 bedrooms + 150 m*

OUR ENGLISH-

§ n 0

Yanlv Gabbay Elia Gabal Aliza Berkowitz

OLIM BUYER'S NOTE
Residency sets your buying power: foreign residents

borrow up to 50%, olim up to 75% on a first home, so
savings go further,

ACROSS ISRAEL

EFRAT -

%,

Chalm Shulman Chanie Silversteln  Stephen Epstein

MA'ALE ADUMIM - BEIT SHEMESH

M. ADUMIM

Hagilgal 5t
8 bedrooms - 355 m?*

R.B.S.

¥israel Grossman St
3 bedrooms + 110 m?

SPEAKING TEAM

' 8 & &

Abe Trultt
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

This Shabbat we will read Parshat Chukat,
which introduces us to the mystical cure for
impurity, the mysterious inexplicable concept
of the para aduma - the red heifer.

The Chasidic Masters saw in these pesukim
not only the halachic remedy to purify those
who have become ritually impure, but also an
eternal message regarding the
relationship between the Jewish
people and the Torah Hakedosha.

One of the perplexing aspects
of the Para Aduma ritual, is that
the Kohanim who were involved
in preparing the ashes of the para
aduma became tamei- impure
through the process. In prepar-
ing the mystical compound which
would return others to purity,
they in turn became tamei.

The Avodat Elazar of
Koshnitz zy'a, offers an original interpreta-
tion to explain the hidden significance of this
peculiar phenomenon based on the opening
verse - Zot Chukat HaTorah -This is the inex-
plicable principle of the Torah.

Our verse not only describes the mysterious
nature of the para aduma, but also teaches us a
very fundamental idea about Torah itself. Like
any remedy, when channeled appropriately it
can transform and cure and bring complete
healing, or if chas v’shalom it is misused, taken
out of context and applied inappropriately then
it can bring further deficiency and harm.

The Admor,Reb Dovid of Tolna zy’a, clari-
fies this important idea further:

Why does the verse state this is the
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| Title page of Bat Ayin, ||
. the Rebbe of Avrich |

inexplicable principle of the Torah? What is
the connection or parallel to be drawn between
the para aduma and the entire Torah? Just as
the para aduma has the capacity to both puri-
fy and render impure, so too the Torah can
either be a source of ultimate purity, or chas
v’shalom, the opposite. One whose scholarship
and knowledge of Torah leads to
haughtiness,rather than humility
and refined character, is one who
has become spiritually deficient.

The Netivot Shalom, the
Admor of Slonim zy'a offers a
different interpretation of our
verse Zot Chukat HaTorah. Our
verse, explains the Rebbe, is not
only introducing us to the para
aduma as a vehicle to restore
purity, but also an eternal mes-
sage which applies even now in
the absence of the Beit HaMikdash and of the
para aduma. Zot Chukat HaTorah- In our
current state, without the Beit HaMikdash
and with no para aduma, the vehicle for we
Jews to experience some form of a return to
purity is by immersing ourselves in the study
of Torah-Zot Chukat HaTorah!

The Bat Ayin, the Rebbe of Avrich zy'a,
similarly points out that the para aduma is on
some level meant to be a tikkun (fixing/cor-
rection) for the impurity introduced into the
world through the Cheit HaEgel(The Sin of the
Golden Calf).

The Rebbe taught:

Our Master, the Toldot Yaakov Yosef,zy'a,
wrote that Cheit HaEgel impacted future



generations, and that the word egel is an acro-
nym for the words arayot(illicit behavior), gezel
(theft) and lashon hara(inappropriate speech).

So too, the tikkun for all of these,as repre-
sented by the para aduma, also comprises an
acronym for the word egel-Avoda,Gemilut cha-
sadim and Limud Torah...

The Bat Ayin taught that the para aduma
not only provided a metaphysical healing
for those who had come into contact with
impurity, but also came to teach us how to
overcome the impact that resulted from the
Cheit HaEgel.

The Noam Elimelech, Reb Elimelech of
Lijensk zy"a, extends this idea even further.
If indeed the essence of the para aduma,
is meant to be a tikkun for the cheit haeigel,
then in its essence it is a vehicle for teshuva,
reminding us that a Jew can always return,
even after inexplicable, inexcusable mistaken
behavior. This very idea, that Hashem allows
us to return, to leave those transgressions
behind, seemingly is beyond our human com-
prehension- HaKadosh Baruch Hu's capacity
to forgive, his compassion is beyond any logic
or human comprehension. Hence, Zot Chu-
kat haTorah, this gift of teshuva represented
by the ritual of the para aduma is indeed a
chok, it is beyond our human capacity to fully
appreciate the magnitude and depth of Hash-
em's mercy and compassion.

Yehi Ratzon, may we merit that our lim-
ud Torah, should indeed bring purity to our
minds and hearts,cultivate an opportunity for
continued personal growth, and that we soon
merit to experience the building of the Beit
HaMikdash, and the return of all its associated
sacred and wondrous rituals. B

MY NNIDY
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

Ashkelon!
2-Minute Walk
tothe Sea

Fully furnished frontline getaway
3 rooms, mirpeset, 1.5 baths
Parking, optional pool/gym

It can be yours by August!
=ns+1795,000 o}

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436

' +1 (914)-351-1245
WWW. stephen epstein.com

HOUSE A MESS!
LET ME HELP!

Home Organizing & Decluttering
Liora Pinhas | 0533512938
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OU Israel | Women's Division
oot Pllommerws (hoir
Weekly Choir Sessions
Under the direction of Hadassah Jacob

Bringing the Words

of Torah to Life!

NEW LOCATION

Diskin 1

To join, call Hadassah at 052-384-7230
OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

THE APPLIANCE =;

DOCTOR 4
SHLOMO ROSHGADOL 1

os58-558-2630 i

All brands, all models ‘ﬁ

Jl In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i

and everywhere in between.

This Week's Inspiration

Service within 24 hours.

Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
)

1979 NNYY NI

AN 12102 APy’ oYY

Safrut Shimush course [advanced)
with Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

OU Israel, 7 Hartom,

Jerusalem

*The schedule is subject
to change
. Subscribe to our OU lsrael
Whatsapp Community for all
- ey information related to OU
o=y lsrael classes and programs,

( P including last minute schedule
changes and updates, by
scanning the OR Code.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY

Dorot Choir with Hadassah Jacob
@ Diskin 1 St.

8:30 PM
The Bais (for Men) Semichat
Chaver Program Rav Elyada

Goldwicht
@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak

Keren Hayesod St.



Il Torah Learning with OU Israel p]

UESDAY 0U Israel is supported by the Jewish
' Federation of Broward County w Federn‘hon
- JUNE 23

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
From Text to Tachlis Understanding Tefila
Rabbi Jeremy Perlow Rabbi Yossi Goldin

10:10 AM 12:20 PM

Rambam: Letters & Introductions Modern Masters
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Sam Shor

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

2:15 AM Scan to Join the Whatsapp
Torah Tapestries with Group of the OU Israel
Mrs. Shira Smiles Women's Division

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Pragrams in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00 PM - NEXX/!1!

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

11 -




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

VEDNESDAY
JUNE 24 JUNE 25

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi, Community Beit Midrash Program
24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia @ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon, Corner

9:15 AM of Leib Yaffe and Siegfried Moses 5t.

“Parashat Balak: Saved From 9:15 AM
Curses by the Shalosh Regalim?” Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

Rabbi James Kennard 10:30 AM

10:20 AM Parshat Hashavua Rabbi Baruch Taub

Contemporary Issues 11:25 AM
in Halacha and Hashkafa Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Anthony Manning Rabbi Neil Winkler

11:25 AM 12:20 PM

Mussar and Self Improvement: Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider @ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM

u @n Halachic Controversies

¥THEOUISRAEL (the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

PLEASE NOTE:

All programs and classes

will operate strictly in

accordance with Home

Front Command guidelines.

Please scan _th_e attached SPECIAL EVENT:
QR code to join our 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
WhatsApp groups for Women's Division
schedule updates. Nach Trip to Shilo




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney
054- 28]‘ 4604 or to donate onImE‘

PROGRAM SPONSORS

Was dedicated by Reva Schertz
in memory of her husband
Chaim Eliezer Ben Moshe Schertz a”’h
on his yahrzeit, Bet Tamuz

Dedicated in honor of Moshe Laub’s
Bar Mitzvah, by his grandparents
Shoshana & Richard Laub

Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat
Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”’h

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026
academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"I
777,072 NA'IVI VXD DANAX 2 7Tan bnan
77T, 7TT'NDINI A7 AN N2 A'h DX

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”I - '7°1 IP'7T N2 Xn'0 VAW 7N

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter
for the refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNWI 171v7
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Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”|
by Robyn Pocker

Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat
Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”’h

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David 2”1
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a’’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe 2”1
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a’h,
zichronam livracha, parents of
Judy & Menachem Marcus

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v7
'7”T AN7W |2 210 DWI 2"V DANANX N2 DD

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

0
THANKYOU

Sponsor A shiur / Torah TdblIS

please contact

Josh Churney:

054-281-4604

or donate online
www.ouisrael.or

donate/ou-israel-center/

000




Glones with Goul!

Prepare for Tisha B'Av with a Special
Twilight Old City Walk with Rabbi Sam Shor

SUNDAY JULY 5, 6:15 PM

Meet at the #38 Bus Stop inside the main parking
lot of Jewish Quarter at 6pm
70 NIS per person-Limited Spaces-RSVP’s Required

Register with the link provided:
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/old-city-wal

umaan THURSDAY JUNE 25, 9:00AM - 3:00PM

Join us as we finish Neveiim Rishonim for a powerful Tiyul to Ancient Shiloh, the
site of the Mishkan-the spiritual center of the Jewish people for centuries.
Connect the depth of this place to our lives today, as we reflect on the power of
Tefillah in the very place where it first transformed history.

+ Meet Llocal residents and hear about life in Shilo

+ Visit the modern-day Shul modeled after the Mishkan

+ Join us at the site where the Mishkan once stood for a mini-shiur
on Tefillat Chana, communal Tefilla, and a short Kumsitz

* Audio-Visual presentation at Ancient Shilo
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MEET THE BOYS’
HEAD STAFF
CAMP DRO

Yaonatan Hirschhorn
Boys' Campus Head

Nissana Shafier
Camper Care Director

Gavi Edery
Night Activities &
Special Events

inkoff

Infirmary Director

9-30 JULY, 2026

Contact Us: +972-502022085 | campdron@ouisraelorg

Wy re vy

apTnna
TR Ny

Monday, June 29
8:00 pm, Menorat Hamaor

i Sunday, July 19
Nachal Maor 6

8:00 pm,

TBD
Pannel Discussion Avigail Sheinfeld: '7'n nwN
Hear the stories behind the sacrifice | An inspiring musical journey of emunah
of miluim families i and resilience since October 7

Both Nights: Mosaics for Miluim Families

Be part of a nationwide project expressing 2100 N2 to our 9

miluim soldiers and the quiet courage of their families. :

We will be creating a mosaic mural to be displayed in Beit
Shemesh honoring these heroes

1Night 30 NIS; Both Nights 50 NIS
Registration required:
www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-heroes2026
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GEULABEGINS
WITHUS

A pre Tisha BAv summer learning
program in the Old City! Sign up for
the whole program or choose the
course that works for you.
Wednesday Mormings July 1-22
9:30 AM-12:45 PM

At the home of Rav and
Rabbanit Nebenzahl

Visit our website for pricing: www.ouisrael.org/events/summercourses
Zoom option available.
© Special rates for communities wishing

CONTACT US: to participate together via Zoom.

WOMENS.DIVISION@OUISRAEL.ORG



Israel & Your Estate Plan

Practical guidance for Americans with personal,
family, or financial ties to Israel

FEATURING

MIRIAM SHATSKY

Israeli Attorney - Estate Planning Specialist

Tuesday, June 23 at 12:00PM EST
Live on Zoom

REGISTER AT:
: ey

NCGdS_Dw oU-oJVsmiBwi#/reqistration

o ORTHODOX
UNION 704




NCSY ISRAEL MATCHING CAMPAIGN
JUNE 21-24, 2026

INSPERED

TEENS.
TOMORROW'S

LEADERS

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL: $200,000

2 ; ¥
m O
i z
2 I A ..
u NCSY ISRAEL m H ISRAEL o
TEEMNM: 2019-2022 4 TEEMN: 2018-2021
o .
1 : |
7
< O =
O =
I
%
TODAY: TODAY: SOLDIER & COMMANDER
EMT IN MADA IN 202 PARATROOPERS UNIT

L THE EXPERIENCES AND PEOPLE | MET THROUGH NCSY ISRAEL HAD A
MAJOR IMPACT ON ME AND INSPIRED ME TO GIVE BACK TO ISRAEL. ”

DONATE TODAY %@;E

e



'GETREADY FOR AN~ .
UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER

“CHA

2 “a% GIRLS GRADES10-12_ 2

APPLY NOW AT CHAIGIRLS.NCSY.ORG!

g} oursmar.

BRING THE MOTHER-DAUGHTER
PRE-TISHA BAV PROGRAM TO YOUR COMMUNITY!

Mother-Daughter Mini-Shi Kahoot
Chavruta Learning L=y Competition

Join the many communities participating in this
vincredible program during the week of July 12!

Art Project

How It Works:
Choose a date during the week of July 12
You provide the venue and facilitator

éWe provide the source material and art
supplies.
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FORADULTSWITH
SPECIALNEEDS .

FINAL SPOTS
FILLINGOP -
REGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!

Nofesh is a Yachad summer program that offers adults with special needs a joyful, meaningful vacation filled
with fun, learning, and connection. Through engaging recreational, educational, religious, and social
experiences, participants build new skills and lasting friendships. Each person leaves feeling rejuvenated,
empowered, and deeply connected.

/) CAMP DATES: Up North: Ages:
REGISTER NOW ) July 15-29 2026 Hodayot
FOR MORE INFO

24+
@ https://yachad.campintouch.com/
AND TO APPLY:

Aviyah Atkin
ui/forms/application/camper/App

053-283-2010

CAMP AMICHAI
YACHAD

T

SUMMER VOCATIONAL

PROGRAM FOR YOUNG

ADULTS WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS

FINAL SPOTS
FILLING 0P -
" REGISTER BY JUNE)
10TH!

p
REGISTERNOW ()

@ https://yachad.campintouch.com/

. R . . Aviyah Atkin
uifforms/applicat amper/App https://campamichai.org/registe

053-283-2010 thina@ou.org
58 TORAH TIDBITS 1665 / CHUKAT




OU ISRAEL

s GPlomen's Division

Sefer Melachim Yom Ilyun

Structure and Eliyahu HaNavi: Shunamit:

When E hi
Significance Then and Now 59:,:5 ;?,?:.ezg

Sunday, July 5 Beit Knesset Hanassi @ 50 NIS
:15 AM - 12:30 PM 3, Ussishkin 24 includes brunch

Register: ouisrael.org/events/Melachim2026

U OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
~ YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for ofim and their families across Israel

+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

* Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across Israel

* Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple ®]37[E]
For more information Josh Churney: C O]
joshc@ouisrael.org 504N M:E'

OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP | 054-281-4604
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

When the beloved tzadik and Rav of Ramat
haSharon, Rav Yaakov Edelstein, zt’l, was a
talmid at Yeshivas Ponovezh, a group of stu-
dents who did not have a strong background
in Torah learning joined the yeshivah in the
fledgling city of Bnei Brak. The Chazon Ish
was aware of the happenings at the yeshivah
and asked Rav Yaakov to prevail upon some
of the other senior talmidim to dedicate time
to learn with and strengthen the weaker, less
experienced bachurim.

Rav Yaakov who was welcoming and gen-
erous with the new talmidim expressed his
concerns to the Chazon Ish, and doubted that
the most serious yeshivah students, those
who were deeply engrossed in their learning,
would be willing to sacrifice their time.

The Chazon Ish answered sternly: “If any

Urgent: Kidney Donor Needed

A young woman in her 30s from Efrat urgently
needs a kidney donation.| know her personally.
Blood type O. The process is through Amuta
Matnat Chaim. If you can help or know someone

who can, please reach out.
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talmid resists giving of their time to strength-
en a fellow student, ask them if they had put
on tefillin that day, and if so, why do they not
feel that putting on tefillin is a waste of time.
After all, they could have been reviewing their
Gemara learning then, as well.”

Rav Edelstein remarked, “The Chazon Ish
equated laying tefillin, a mitzvah d’Oraysa,
a Biblical commandment, with sacrificing
some of one’s own learning time in order to
strengthen a weaker student.”

In the mid-Thirteenth Century, one of the
many expressions of European Christian
antisemitism was the “Trial of the Talmud”,
accusing it of ‘heretical’ statements and ‘blas-
phemous’ passages. In 1242, following this
‘trial’, also called the Disputation of Paris, King
Louis the Ninth decreed that all copies of the
Talmud must be burned. On Erev Shabbos,
Parshas Chukas, twenty four wagonloads with
an estimated 10,000 volumes of irreplaceable
handwritten Torah manuscripts, including
Gemara and Rishonim, were publicly set

ablaze. It was a staggering tragedy,
especially considering that the print-
| ing press did not yet exist. Maharam
of Rotenburg, zt’l, witnessed and
described this horrific scene, which is
detailed in the moving elegy of Sha’ali
Serufa baAish, and incorporated into
our Kinos recited on Tisha B’Av.
Gedolei Yisrael of the era searched
for meaning and a message in that
communal trauma. Many under-
stood the experience in the context



of that week’s sedra — Parshas Chukas —

correlating the burning of the Talmud to the

verses of the Parah Adumah:

2)27OK 3T MK N MYTIYR N7IPD NRN DN
YNR MITN M2 PPN NP SN

“This is the statute of the Torah which God
commanded, saying, ‘Speak to the Children of
Israel and have them take for you a perfect
red heifer...” (Bamidbar, 19:2)

Rashi explains that because Am Yisrael
might doubt the purpose of the Parah Adu-
mah, the Torah uses the term npn, “statute”, a
decree: iPNX 1107 MY 77 PR, “You have no
right to question it.” The ashes of the Parah
Adumah were to be sprinkled by the Kohein
upon one who had become tameh Unefesh,
ritually impure, to remove that form of impu-
rity. And yet, in the process, the Kohein would
himself become ritually impure. This paradox
makes the Parah Adumah the quintessential
7N — chok, decree or mitzvah whose under-
standing is beyond all intellectual grasp and
questioning. "MnN NN NN, “This is a decree
of the Torah,” is translated by Targum Onkelus
as NN M1 N7, it is a gezeira Oraisa, “a Bib-
lical decree”.

Some interpreted the Targum’s translation
as reference to the tragedy of the burning of
the Talmud, as the phrase gezeiras Oraysa can
also mean ‘a decree against the Torah’. Beyond
deriving a message from the wording of the
Targum, however, we should consider the con-
nection between the Parah Adumah and the
burning of the Talmud and commentaries:

Rashi frames the Parah Adumah atonement
for the cheit of the Egel haZahav, the Golden
Calf. He does this by way of a mashal, a para-
ble: the child of a servant soils the king’s pal-
ace. They say to the servant, ‘Let his mother
come and clean up the mess!” Similarly, let the
Heifer, the mother, come and atone for the sin

of the Calf.”
At the Cheit haEgel, by forming an idol in
the image of a calf, Klal Yisrael so-to-speak
‘replaced’ Hashem, the Cause and Source of
all life. Yet, the tikun for this great averah is
not accomplished through addressing the
‘calf’ directly, rather through addressing its
source, its mother, the Parah. The Parah Adu-
mabh thus cleans up the childish mess of the
Egel and reestablishes Hashem as the Source.
Perhaps the tikun for the trial and burning
of the Talmud is not accomplished directly,
through its study alone. Am Yisrael has never
lacked serious students, engrossed in their
studies. Perhaps the ‘source’ of the gezeirah
is addressed when we consider the spiritual
needs of others and strengthen them — even
when it means sacrificing our own Torah
study. In fact, the sacrifice of Torah study can
paradoxically become its fulfilment: n'710'aw
N 1 NN YW, “For the nullification of
Torah is its establishment.” (Menachos, 99b)
Ramchal adds that the sacrifice and burning
of the Parah Adumah achieved taharah, puri-
ty, atonement and a process of restoration.
Throughout our exile, since the destruction of
the Beis haMikdash and with it the offering of
the Parah Adumabh, the Torah allows itself to be
‘burnt’, in a sense, for the sake of Klal Yisrael.
The ‘sacrifice’ of Torah is now our kapparah,
atonement, in place of the red heifer.
Your money made &
“aliyah too.

Aaron Frolich
Certified Financial Planner &
Licensed Investment Advisor
+972.54.320.8077

GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

- i

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!
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This is the suprarational aspect of Torah: it
is the decree against the Torah

The Shibolei haLeket, Rav Tzidkiyahu ben
Avraham Anav, zt’], cites a custom of fasting
on Erev Shabbos of Parshas Chukas to stim-
ulate atonement (this is also codified by the
Magen Avraham commentary on Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chaim). While we may not be
among those who have adopted this noble
custom, we are called upon to reflect on the
destruction of our Temple and the generations
of suffering and negative decrees rooted in
sinas chinam. We are called upon to create a
tikun through ahavas chinam and increasing
our dedication to others.

On this week of Parshas Chukas may we con-
sider: if the Torah itself is ‘willing’ to sacrifice
itself for the sake of the Jewish People, what we
are willing to sacrifice for Torah? What are we
willing to sacrifice for each other?

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul
5786)m

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

SUNDAYS

Live on Zoom
9PMIL [ 2 PM EDT :l

OLIM PAVEWAY
TOOLBOX TALKS

~ pavéway

28 minutes
of tachlis tips
for olim.

B3 Toolbox Archives: hiips: fwwiyoulube.com/BOlimPaewiyViteo
Q Register here: hitos//oimesrewarycomiall-evenis)
@ Olim Paveway: hitp/ slimosvewny com G

GO0

L Maor URinneret 4

I Yavneel
Spacious grounds | 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

=
F

&) D11ownin

= ik AMISHHENCT

NORTH TALPIOT - Boutique building, spacious
& bright 4 rooms, high end design, 130m?,

panoramic view, 2 bathrooms, 2 parking spots,

store room, Shabbat elevator

6.200.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

CITY CENTER - Savion View, luxurious
2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator

3.050.000 NIS MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Tzipora St., 4 rooms, 3" fl., Sukkah balcony,
store room, parking, pinoui binoui in process.

3.100.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA - New penthouse, 180m? on one
level, 20m? sukkah balcony, 40m?
storeroom (office/clinique)

12.000.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

HAR HOMA - 4 spacious rooms, 3rd floor with
elevator, close to public transportation, shops
and shuls, store room, private parking.

2.390.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

MEKOR HAIM - 3 rooms, 60 m2,
safe room, elevator, covered parking.

2.650.000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HA!TT
IN THE GOLAN RAMA

DE S I GN

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

New premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Most villas with private swimming pool.

For more information or to book a one on one . .
Hation in R’ T TS - Villas starting
consultation in Ra’anana, Modi’in, Beit Shemesh, from 2.85m NIS

Jerusalem, Efrat or Katzrin contact Daniel Cohen:

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il 20/80 payment terms

Delivery Summer 2028

T o fpgm UIN  ganzzes  CEE2S0N




OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Biblically, the mixture of meat and milk
through cooking, eating, and, in certain cases,
even deriving benefit from it, is strictly pro-
hibited. Our Sages instituted numerous addi-
tional safeguards regarding the laws of meat
and milk to distance a person from even the
slightest possibility of transgression.

The rationale for these safeguards is clear.
Unlike other areas of kashrut, such as non-ko-
sher meat or fish, both kosher meat and
kosher dairy products are inherently permit-
ted and are commonly found in every kitchen.
Because these foods are individually permis-
sible, the possibility of inadvertently mixing
them is quite real.

When discussing the various rabbinic
restrictions related to meat and milk, it is
important to evaluate both the source and
scope of each safeguard.

Under 74 and a half

Don't wait until too late

To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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In recent weeks, we learned that our Sages
prohibited the production and consumption
of dairy bread, that is, bread made with dairy
ingredients such as milk or butter mixed into
the dough. Since dairy bread often appears
identical to pareve bread, there is a concern
that it may inadvertently be eaten together
with meat.

Later authorities debated whether the ratio-
nale behind this decree should be extended
to other areas of Kashrut. Since the purpose
of many rabbinic safeguards is to distance a
person from the possibility of mixing meat
and milk, some authorities argued that simi-
lar restrictions should apply elsewhere.

The Taz (YD 97:1) maintains that any situa-
tion involving a realistic concern of meat and
milk being mixed should be included within
the spirit of this decree. He cites the case of
a spice grinder. In halacha, when a sharp
spice is ground, the grinder may absorb the
halachic status of the food being processed.
Therefore, if a grinder that had always been
used for pareve foods was used even once to
grind a meat-based spice mixture, for exam-
ple, garlic that had been cooked with beef—
the grinder would require koshering before
being used again for pareve foods.

The Taz goes even further. He rules that



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

spices subsequently produced in such a grind-
er should not be eaten together with meat,
drawing a parallel to the prohibition of dairy
bread.

Later authorities discuss another applica-
tion of this principle. The Responsa Tzemach
Tzedek and others (see Pitchei Teshuva YD
97:1) were asked about the permissibility of
mixing milk into wine. The Tzemach Tzedek
ruled that since wine is commonly consumed
at both meat and dairy meals, adding milk to
wine should be prohibited for the same rea-
son that dairy bread is prohibited.

Many later authorities, however, strong-
ly disagree with these extensions. As the
Aruch HaShulchan (YD 97:2) explains, the
decree concerning dairy bread is unique and
should not be expanded to unrelated cases.
Bread serves as the staple accompaniment
to most meals and is consumed with a wide
variety of foods. Because of bread’s central
role at the table, the Sages enacted a specific
decree regarding dairy bread. According to
the Aruch HaShulchan, no additional appli-
cations should be inferred from this ruling.
This approach is also adopted by numerous
authorities, including the Chavot Da’at, Pri
Chadash, and Minchat Yaakov.

Practically speaking, since the accepted
halacha follows the more lenient view, a
utensil that was designated as pareve and was
accidentally used with either meat or dairy
does not become subject to a similar decree.
The owner may redesignate the utensil if
desired and is not required to label it. Fur-
thermore, pareve food produced with such a

utensil may still be eaten with the correspond-
ing category of food.

For example, if a pareve knife accidentally
cut hot dairy food and was then used to cut a
sharp food such as onions or garlic, that garlic
may be eaten with dairy. We do not impose an
additional prohibition based on an analogy to
dairy bread.

Similarly, these authorities disagree with
the ruling of the Tzemach Tzedek and permit
dairy ingredients to be mixed into alcoholic
beverages such as wine (See Chatam Sofer YD
97).

There appears to be one notable exception
to the principles discussed above. The Magen
Avraham (OC 509:11) records a custom not
to routinely interchange utensils between
meat and dairy use through the process of
kashering.

The Magen Avraham explains that if people
were accustomed to kashering utensils back
and forth between meat and dairy use, con-
fusion could eventually arise. As a result, one
might improperly kasher a utensil, leading to
the use of dairy in a meat utensil or vice versa.

For practical reasons, this custom has been
preserved by many communities and remains
widely observed today. It is noteworthy, how-
ever, that the Aruch HaShulchan strongly dis-
agrees with this position, consistent with his
broader rejection of extending meat-and-milk
safeguards beyond their original scope. His
criticism of the Magen Avraham parallels his
disagreement with the Taz discussed above.
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It should also be noted that Sephardic
communities generally never adopted such a
custom and have traditionally permitted the
kashering of utensils from meat to dairy and

versa. Since the details of these situations are
nuanced and involve numerous halachic con-
siderations, one should consult a competent
Rav regarding any specific case.

vice versa.

Furthermore, even according to the Magen
Avraham, there are many circumstances
in which a utensil may be kashered and
redesignated from meat to dairy use or vice

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

"MIWI 11 [1012Y W.ewensohn Raz & Co.

MBI T 270V TIWn Law Dffices & Notary

o

Moshe Raz,
Ady. & Notary

Tama 38 and Renovation
Construction Projects

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

2 PREMIUM
MOVING |

PREMIUM MOVING |
iliplblalasidi

MOVING - STORAGE - PREMIUM SERVICE

REMNY  PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
W  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il
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B8 PULSE or ISRAEL -
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Speakers Include:

Gila Gamliel
Minister of Innovation,
Science and Technology

Oren Solomon
IDF Brigadier General, Oct.
7th Hero

Kenneth Abramowitz
Founder of
T SavetheWest.com

'!-1'— ‘
Yishai Fleisher
Podcast Host, Pro-lsrael
Advocate, Political Advisor
Hillel Fuld
Business Advisor, Blogger,
Influencer

.and more

Dr. Mordechai Kedar
Expert on Islam and the
Middle East

Avi Abelow
Host | Founder | CEOQ, Pulse of Israel

From Victims

to Victors:

The Jewish People’s
Next Chapter

Tuesday, July 7th

18:00 - 22:00
Doors open at 17:30

Menachem Begin
Heritage Center,
Jerusalem

Entrance Fee: 50
To register:

pulseofisrael.com/2026

Join our exclusive Pulse of Israel
Mission Day Trips before and after
the conference.

Learn more here:

pulseofisrael.com/trip




GEULAS YISRAEL

N
ZION

RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

The Quiet Song

Keriat Yam Suf was one of the most dramat-
ic moments in Jewish history. The sea split
before us, opening a dry path to freedom.
Behind us thundered the Egyptian army, clos-
ing in for the kill. Then the waters crashed
back into place, swallowing Pharaoh’s forces
and ending Egypt’s pursuit forever.

Additionally, Keriat Yam Suf brought
an unprecedented revelation of Hash-
em. Chazal comment that a simple maid-
servant perceived Hashem more clearly
at Yam Suf than did Yechezkel, despite
his extraordinary prophetic visions.
We erupted in joy and song. Moshe led the
nation in a stirring shirah of praise and grat-
itude. Az Yashir contains some of the most
iconic pesukim in the entire Torah:

TMIDAIND A IR IR M)

“This is my God and I will glorify Him; the
God of my father, and I will exalt Him.”

Y N N wr'n

“Hashem is the Master of war; Hashem is
His Name.”

T2, A

“Hashem shall reign forever and ever.”

Keriat Yam Suf was a once-in-history spec-
tacle, and the grandeur, regality, and majes-
ty of Az Yashir capture that transformative
moment.

THE SECOND SONG

There is only one other national shirah in

the entire Torah, and it appears in Parshat
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Chukat. It is much shorter and much quieter.
It does not celebrate grand and spectacular
miracles. It does not capture a breathtaking
encounter with the Shechinah. There are no
vanquished enemies, nothing dramatic, and
nothing loud. It is the Shirat HaBe’er, the Song
of the Well.

To be sure, Chazal do provide a dramatic
backstory. Our Emorite enemies attempted
to ambush us by forcing our route through
a narrow valley surrounded by steep moun-
tains on either side. We would have been
sitting ducks as we passed beneath the
looming cliffs. Hashem caused the moun-
tains to converge and crush the ambushers
waiting to massacre us. Their blood flowed
down through the valley and was carried by
the waters of the be’er. We were completely
unaware of the danger and only discovered
our rescue when we saw the blood-stained
waters surrounding the well.

According to Chazal the shira of Chukat cel-
ebrates a dramatic military miracle. Yet this
is not the simple reading of the shirah. The
song itself makes no mention of the defeated
ambushers. Instead, it briefly celebrates the
well that accompanied us through the desert
and the water that sustained us throughout
forty years of wandering.

In other words, this song does not focus on
a dramatic miracle but on Hashem’s daily
care. It celebrates water and the other gifts



that sustained us in the desert. Significantly,
the song’s progression leads directly to the
word Yx7n), which can be understood as “the
inheritance of God” or “the gift of God,” evok-
ing the greatest gift we received in the desert
— Hashem’s Torah.

The contrast between the Torah’s two
national songs is striking. One celebrates overt
and dramatic miracles. The other celebrates
the quiet routines through which Hashem
sustained us during forty difficult years in
the desert. Both experiences warrant song,
though the praise each inspires is expressed
very differently.

HEARING HASHEM IN ROUTINE

The balance between these two songs is
vital for our lives and even more vital as we
navigate our return to Israel and the process
of redemption. We naturally sense Hashem’s
presence during life’s dramatic moments.
We more readily sense Hashem’s presence
when we experience events at either end of
the emotional spectrum. Routine often masks
His presence.

This challenge is even greater in the
modern world because our daily lives have
changed. On one hand, life has become more
stable. Science and technology have created a
more predictable world, making it harder to
sense our dependence upon Hashem. This is
one reason why COVID was so unsettling. In
earlier eras, people were far more vulnerable
to disease, and epidemics, though tragic, were
not as shocking or apocalyptic. We assumed
that advances in medicine had largely tamed
infectious disease, and COVID shattered that
confidence.

Additionally, the pace of modern life has
become frenetic. We are constantly busy, con-
nected, and distracted, leaving less time for
contemplation and reflection. Together, these

two factors make it more difficult to sense
Hashem’s presence in everyday life.

The second shirah of Chukat, the Song of
the Well, reminds us to recognize Hashem
not only in dramatic moments but also in the
quiet rhythms of daily existence. It teaches us
to find Him behind the curtain of a world that
appears stable and highly functional.

This lesson carries even greater significance
in Israel. We believe that our return to Eretz
Yisrael is divinely inspired and marks the
beginning of a process that will ultimately
culminate in redemption. When trying to
identify redemptive moments in our national
return, we naturally focus on the miraculous:
great military victories, stunning moments of
national achievement such as the return of
hostages, or historic shifts such as our return
to the biblical heartland in 1967. We are
always searching for moments that resemble
Keriat Yam Suf.

Baruch Hashem, we have experienced
many such moments. The Hallel we recite on
days of national triumph and the gratitude we
feel for the restoration of Jewish sovereignty
reflect our recognition of these extraordinary
moments.

We are less accustomed to identifying
redemption in the ordinary and the everyday.
REDEMPTION IN THE ORDINARY

My rebbe, Rav Amital, noted that the final
berachah of Sheva Berachot is rooted in
Yirmiyahu’s description of the sounds that
will fill a redeemed Yerushalayim. However,
when Chazal incorporated the prophecy into
the berachah, they modified its ending in a

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562

Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
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notable way. The original prophecy is:
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“The sound of joy and the sound of glad-
ness, the voice of the groom and the voice of
the bride, the voice of those who say: ‘Give
thanks to Hashem of Hosts, for Hashem is
good, for His kindness endures forever,” as
they bring thanksgiving offerings to the House
of Hashem.”

Yet when Chazal formulated the concluding
berachah of Sheva Berachot, they replaced the
fifth voice with a different one:
nNYRN DIyH DNoNKY 0INN Md¥ Hip
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“The sound of grooms rejoicing from their
chuppot and young men from their festive
celebrations and song.”

Rav Amital suggested that Chazal intention-
ally shifted the focus. Instead of highlighting
the sounds of pilgrims bringing korbanot
to the Beit HaMikdash, they emphasized
the sounds of ordinary life. They wanted us
to recognize redemption not only in great
religious ceremonies or dramatic national
moments, but also in the simple joy of young
people celebrating together. Redemption is
found not only in the spectacular but also in
the everyday.

Similarly, Zecharyah, whose prophecies
often employ sweeping and apocalyptic imag-
ery, describes redemption in remarkably ordi-
nary terms:

YNR) DY’ N1INT2 NRT 0RY 12Y Tiy
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“Old men and old women shall yet sit in the
streets of Jerusalem, each with a staff in hand
because of great age.”

Zecharyah trains us to recognize redemp-
tion not only when the sea parts, but also in
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the slow and steady progress of ordinary life.
READING OUR MOMENT

As these wars continue, the story has
become more difficult to read. There have
been important victories, but there have
also been painful losses. The confidence that
accompanied the early stages of our response
to October 7 has gradually given way to uncer-
tainty. More recently, the conflict with Iran
has left many Israelis wondering how history
will assess this chapter.

These questions matter, but we cannot
allow this ambiguity to distract us from the
larger arc of our national story. Redemption
does not always announce itself through
dramatic moments. Sometimes it advances
quietly.

Our state is stronger and more secure than
at any point in Jewish history. Baruch Hash-
em, our economy continues to flourish. For
the first time in nearly two thousand years,
more Jews live in Israel than in any other
country. Hopefully, we are moving toward a
reality in which the majority of world Jewry
will once again live in the Land of Israel.

These are not minor achievements, even
if they are less dramatic than the military
victories we celebrate or the historic break-
throughs for which we continue to hope.

It is easier to stand at the edge of a splitting
sea and sing to Hashem. It is harder to stand
in a desert and thank Him for slower and
more gradual progress. The second shira of
the Torah reminds us just how important that
quieter song can be. m

=T
RECLARING
REDEAPTION

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. lI: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

The Story
We Must Tell

The haftorah of Chukat presents one of
the longest speeches in Sefer Shoftim. Before
Yiftach wages war against Bnei Amon, he
recounts the history of the Jewish people in
remarkable detail. He reviews the travels
through the desert, the requests made peace-
fully to Edom and Moav, the confrontation
with Sichon and the eventual settlement
of the land. At first glance, the speech feels
almost excessive. Why revisit events that took
place three hundred years earlier?

The Abarbanel explains that Yiftach was
doing far more than reviewing historical facts.
He was establishing the moral legitimacy of
Klal Yisrael’s presence in the land. Yiftach
wanted to make clear that the Jewish people
were not a nation of violence or conquest.
Bnei Yisrael had requested passage peace-
fully. They avoided unnecessary conflict. The
land under dispute had already been con-
quered from Ammon by Sichon before Isra-
el ever fought for it. For the Abarbanel, this

DREAM HOME
@ ELECTRICAL @}v INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
CARPENTRY @ PAINTING % REPAIRS
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speech is fundamentally about moral clarity.

Yiftach understands that a nation must
know how to tell its story truthfully and con-
fidently. If a people loses clarity about its own
history, others will define that history in its
place. The Malbim develops this further. He
notes that although Yiftach was introduced
as a “'n 112a,” a mighty warrior, he does not
begin with battle. He begins with words,
trying to provide explanation and explicit
memory. Only after attempting diplomacy
and historical clarification does war become
unavoidable.

There is something profoundly significant
about this sequence. Yiftach recognizes that
strength alone cannot sustain a nation. A peo-
ple also needs memory to understand where
it came from, what it stands for and the prin-
ciples that shaped its journey. Perhaps that is
why the speech reaches back centuries. Jewish
history in Tanach is never treated as distant
or irrelevant. The past remains alive because
it defines identity in the present. Memory is
not nostalgia, it is responsibility. A nation that
remembers its story preserves not only its past,
but its moral compass for the future.

In many ways, this feels deeply contempo-
rary. We are living in a moment when history
itself is contested, simplified and rewritten
with startling speed. The haftorah reminds us
that memory is not passive. It requires trans-
mission, clarity and responsibility. Yiftach
teaches that telling our story is not merely an
act of self-defense. It is an affirmation of who
we are, where we came from and the values
that continue to guide us forward. B
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TOWARDS MORE MEANINGFUL TEFILLA

AROWSKI
L WOMEN’S DIVISION

OU ISRAEL
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Unlocking Tefilla
Through Its Words

One of the greatest challenges in our Avodat
Hashem today is developing a genuine con-
nection to Hashem through Tefilla. We daven
regularly, attend shul, and faithfully recite
the words, but how often do we truly feel that
we are standing before Hashem and speak-

3

ing with Him? If
we are honest with
ourselves, many of
us would admit that
although we occa-
sionally experience
moments of inspi-
ration, our Tefillot
often feel routine,
dry, and disconnect-
ed. We do not want this to be our reality, yet
many of us struggle to know how to change it.
So where do we begin?

SEQUL * HOUSE

A kosher Korean experience

i
Kosher b

right in the heart of Jerusalem

§ 34 CHABAD 5T, OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM
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The Tziyunei Derech suggests that perhaps
we should start from a place that feels acces-
sible: the words themselves. By exploring the
meaning and depth embedded within the text
of our Tefillot, we can begin to awaken the
emotions, awareness, and yearning that lead
to a genuine rela-
tionship with Hash-
em. Rav Shlomo
Wolbe writes that
when a person finds
himself unable to
concentrate during
davening, he should
focus on the specific
words he is recit-
ing and work to understand their meaning.
Through that process, he can regain focus and
reconnect to his Tefilla.

The Saba of Kelm teaches that when the
Anshei Knesset HaGedola composed the sid-
dur, they infused every word with profound
ideas and spiritual depth. If we seek inspi-
ration in our tefilla, we must invest time in
uncovering those layers of meaning. He offers
a beautiful analogy - Just as Hashem created
food with taste so that we would enjoy eating
and nourish our bodies, the Anshei Knesset
HaGedola “seasoned” our Tefillot with rich
and meaningful concepts so that we would

%m& Q?)*t



find pleasure in Tefilla and nourish our
Neshamot. Our task is to delve beneath the
surface and discover those treasures.

It is my hope that through this column, we
can explore some of these ideas together and
deepen our experience of Tefilla. Writing a
column on Tefilla is a daunting task because
it almost implies that the writer is an expert
on the subject, which could not be farther
from the truth. But as Rav Yissachar Rubin,
the author of the sefer

1200 >N MR *YY0 writes, “It would be
appropriate for me to be too scared and intim-
idated to delve into the Kodshei HaKedoshim,
the most holy words of the Anshei Knesset
haGedola, words which are from another
world, and to say to myself—who am I to take
on this monumental task, this place where you
are “standing” is holy ground - .xin &7 nnTX
Yet upon reflection, I realized that my role is
merely to gather together and to organize the
ideas of all of our sages throughout the genera-
tions regarding Tefilla, and to make those ideas
more accessible to people who want to work on
their Tefilla.”

Inspired by these words, I will try b’Ezrat
Hashem to focus each week on a different
section of the davening, sharing insights
from our meforshim. Some of the material
will be familiar to those who participated in

our previous Tefilla series, drawing primar-
ily from Talalei Orot and Olam HaTefillot,
while much of it will be new, based largely
on the teachings found in Nefesh Shimshon. 1
encourage you to clip sections that resonate
with you and place them in your siddur, or
jot meaningful insights in the margins. In this
way, these ideas can become a lasting part of
your daily Tefilla rather than something that
is quickly forgotten.

It is my hope that the process of researching
and writing this column will strengthen my
own Tefilla, and that together we can grow
steadily and learn to connect with HaKadosh
Baruch Hu in a more real and meaningful
way each day. m

This year, the OU Israel Women’s Divi-
sion was privileged to welcome several
new staff members: Aliza Back, our
Yerushalayim Coordinator; Basya Teitel-
baum, our Beit Shemesh Coordinator;
and Chaya Kesselman, our ATID Young
Olot Coordinator. Throughout the year,
they will contribute on a rotating basis
additional insights on Tefilla, enriching
our collective journey toward more
meaningful Tefilla.

Journey with us from
SELF-TRUST to SELF-RESPECT to
SELF-LOVE to YOUR BLESSED LIFE

“Life-changing! This can make such a
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HaRav Yitzhak

it

OU ISRAEL 75



VO)Nefesh
WO)A B'Nefesh

UPCOMING ISRAEL EVENTS

HEBREW HAPPY HOUR

Nefesh B'Nefesh and Beit Daniel invite you to join us for a
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Wednesday, June 24 | Beit Daniel

THE KING OF SHLOCK
SHLOCK ROCK DOCUMENTARY SCREENING

Nefesh B'Nefesh invites you to a screening of “The King of Shlock”
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TRANSLATION STATION
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Rav

v Aryeh Levin on Pirkei Avot (5:7):

Making Space for Others

“No man ever said to his friend, ‘There
is insufficient space for me to sleep in
Yerushalayim.” (Avot 5:7)

Rav Chaim Volozhin interpreted the above
Mishnah to mean that people often feel that
they are in competition with one another in
their professional careers and in pursuit of
financial gain. At times, enmity
develops between people as a
result of thinking that one’s fel-
low’s financial success is responsi-
ble for one's own financial woes.

But a person of faith recogniz-
es that the amount of money a
man is destined to earn is fixed
at the beginning of the year
(Beitzah 16a). No man can even
touch a hairsbreadth of what is
prepared for his friend. Thus,
when one was exposed to the
sacred environs of Yerushalayim and entered
the hallowed space of the Beit Hamikdash, a
Jew was cognizant of this truth and therefore
never felt that a friend was pushing him out
or, God forbid, that a fellow Jew was the cause
of his financial misery. (Ruach Chaim 5:7)

FINDING ROOM IN ONE’S HEART

The eminent Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau cited

a beautiful insight offered by the Rebbe of
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Rabbi Aryeh Levin zt”]

Kotzk, who interpreted this Mishnah homilet-
ically. Those who feel that there is insufficient
room are people who want everything for
themselves and are not prepared to compro-
mise with anyone else. One who feels that
there isn't adequate space is one who refuses
to yield to others. In order to live together,
people must make way for one another. They
must lower their heads in humil-
ity and make do with little. Then
they will have breadth. (cf. Emet
MiKotzk Titzmach) (Rav Lau on
Pirkei Avos, vol. 3, p. 760)

In a similar vein, Rav Chaim
Volozhin commented on the cus-
tom of taking three steps back
at the conclusion of the daily
Amidah: “Why do we take three
steps back before mentioning the
concept of peace? We step back-
wards to show that we are ready
to retreat from our seemingly intractable
position for the sake of peace.” (ohr.edu, The
Amidah, part 36)

NOT ENOUGH SEATS

In regard to the above Mishnah in Avot (5:7),
Rav Aryeh Levin offered a novel insight by
citing the well-known Talmudic passage that
tells of the new policy adopted in the study hall
of Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah. Under his new



leadership, he accepted whoever wanted to
study and allowed them to enter the beit mid-
rash, even those whose “inner thoughts did
not match his outer appearance.” The Talmud
says that at least 400 benches were added that
day, and some say 600 benches were newly
installed. (Berachot 28a)

Rav Aryeh asked why there was a need for
an enormous number of new benches to be
placed in the study hall when not nearly that
many new students entered. He answered
that the change in policy meant that many
of the students who now entered the study
hall possessed unrefined character traits.
Thus, the new students were less accommo-
dating and tolerant of their fellow students.
Although it had previously been crowded in
the study hall, the students’ loving-kindness
and compassion for one another meant that
they never felt cramped. Regrettably, the
new students had not yet developed the lofty
character traits necessary to make space for
others, both in a physical and spiritual sense.
(Rav Aryeh Haya Omer, Raz, p. 326)

THE SHECHINAH RESTS IN THIS HOME

This teaching of Rav Aryeh was evident
in the way he lived his life and how he and
his wife literally found space for others in
their tiny home. The following story captures
this exceptional lesson. Professor Benzion
Werbin, who served as the head of the Pedi-
atric Department at Hadassah Hospital in the
mid-1900s, shared the following moving rec-
ollection from his childhood:

“In 1923, when only a boy of ten, I fell and
broke my leg. My dear mother rushed me
from our home in Be’er Ya’akov to Hadassah
Hospital, where I underwent a complicated
operation.

“I'was obliged to remain in Jerusalem under
the doctors’ close supervision. My mother

took me to see Rav Aryeh, who was a cousin
of my father, and when Rebbetzin Tzipporah
Chanah, Rav Aryeh's wife, heard about this
medical requirement she insisted: ‘You must
stay with us!” So it came to be that I was privi-
leged to stay for a time with the great Tzaddik
and his wife.”

“I lived in their home for two whole
months, and even though the Rebbetzin had
her hands full with their six small children,
a few of whom slept in the hallway, I felt at
home there. Never have I encountered such
a loving and hospitable family. Never did I
hear a voice raised in anger, never a word of
complaint or sign of irritation from either the
Rav or the Rebbetzin.”

“When Rav Aryeh came home each eve-
ning after a long day of teaching and study,
he would go straight to his wife and greet
her, asking how she felt and how her day had
been. Then he would turn to his children,
caress them, and ask: ‘What did you learn in
cheder today?’

“Once I had gained a reputation in the med-
ical world and had ample means, I longed to
do something for the Tzaddik in the way of
financial support to repay him. He invariably
replied, T have everything I need, thank God,
more than enough! What can I tell you? Mon-
ey has never meant much to me’...”

In closing, Professor Werbin added, “Now,
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thank God, I have reached my elder years, but
a memory I cherish above almost all others is
that of those two months I spent in the pres-
ence of two saintly souls, Rav Aryeh and his
wife, in a home where you could truly say:
Here the Shechinah resides!” (A Tzaddik for
Eternity, Raz, pp. 153-155)
EXCEPTIONAL HACHNASAT ORCHIM
IN YERUSHALAYIM

The simple meaning of the miracle of there
being ample space enumerated in the Mish-
nah above (Pirkei Avot 5:7) is that everyone
had sufficient room due to the generosity of
the residents of Yerushalayim, who sought out
guests and never expressed impatience, even
if someone stayed for several weeks. We find
a similar teaching in the Talmud, which states
that when people love each other deeply, they
can lie together on the edge of a sword, but
if the love between them wanes, then even

Visit Hebror\Fund .org |
to view upcomlng
tour dates

a bed ten cubits wide is not large enough for
them (Sanhedrin 7a).

This mishnah in Avot teaches us that when
there is room in the heart, there is room in
the home. When there is love and affection
among people, then no one ever tells his fel-
low, “T have no place for you to stay.” ®
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OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
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In chutz la’aretz, when they do
Birkat Kohanim (on Yom Tov), men cover their
faces with their tallit. Upon making aliya, 1
rarely see people doing so. Is there a halachic
machloket on the matter, or is it just a matter
of minhag? What should I be doing?

The main halachic issue here
is that one is not supposed to look at the
kohanim during Birkat Kohanim. The sourc-
es begin with the mishna (Megilla 24b) that
a kohen with blemishes on his hands must
not do Birkat Kohanim because it can cause
people to stare at the kohen’s hands. The
Yerushalmi (Megilla 4:8) says that this shows
that it is forbidden for the congregation to
look, irrespective of whether the kohanim
have blemishes, because it can cause them to
not properly concentrate on the berachot. This

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished, brand new building on
Mekor Chaim St. - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
& Shabbat elevator, 2 rooms - 1.97m nis;

3 rooms - 3.07m nis; 4 rooms - from 3.79m nis

Shachrai Street, Bayit Vegan - Ground floor,
4 rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms, 2.97m nis

Great opportunity to buy a brand new
apartment in Rechavia! 3 apartments left.
3-5 rooms from 3.97m nis

82 TORAH TIDBITS 1665 / CHUKAT

is codified by the Rambam (Tefilla 14:7) and
the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 128:23).
(This concern is best understood according
to the opinion that the tzibbur has a mitzva to
accept the kohanim’s beracha; see Be’ur Hala-
cha to 128:1; Dvar Avraham I:31.) The Mishna
Berura (128:89) says, that since concentration
is the problem, one should not be looking any-
where, and that the halacha only precludes
extended looking, as only this would impair
one’s concentration.

The explanation that most people think of is
that it is disrespectful and potentially danger-
ous to look at a kohen’s hands during Birkat
Kohanim because of a special Divine Presence
(Shechina) that exists there. Indeed, the gema-
ra (Chagiga 16a) says that doing so could dam-
age one’s vision. The Beit Yosef (OC 128) points
out that the Shechina is on the hands only in
the Beit Hamikdash, where they would use
the Shem Hameforash during Birkat Kohanim,
and so our present-day practice of not looking
relates only to concentration. (Some kabbal-
istically oriented sources say that the danger
effect still exists — see Da’at Torah to the Shul-
chan Aruch ibid.) Although we have seen that
it should thus be permitted to look casually,
the Mishna Berura (ibid.) comments that the
minhag is to not look at all as a remembrance
of the care taken in the Beit Hamikdash.

In fact, some take further precautions. The
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Beit Yosef (ibid.) reports a minhag, which is
indeed followed broadly today, for each kohen
to pull their tallit over his head and even his
hands. This prevents the kohanim from being
distracted by the people, and the people from
being distracted by the kohanim. By the same
token, it also prevents seeing the hands, with
the Shechina implications.

If this is not enough, there is the minhag you
ask about, which is mentioned and encour-
aged by the Kaf Hachayim (OC 128:142), that
members of the tzibbur also cover their heads
with a tallit. He says that if one does not cover
his eyes with a tallit, he at least should shut
his eyes. Some mention (see Piskei Teshuvot
128:55) covering children with a tallit. This
is probably more logical if the problem is the
Shechina issue as opposed to concentration,
as the latter is unlikely to be important for a
child. At some point, apparently quite recently
and as a grass roots idea, some fathers started
putting their hands on their child’s head, as
some sort of conduit for the beracha of the
kohanim to land well on the children. It could
be that this was borrowed from the practice of
fathers to put their hands on their children’s

heads when blessing them (including with
Birkat Kohanim) on Friday night.

We have seen how the minhag you experi-
enced in chutz la’aretz, was an extension of
an extension of an extension. It could be that
it just did not spread to Israeli communities
here as much as abroad. The explanation
could be that when Birkat Kohanim is a rare,
highly anticipated event, people are more
inclined to seek every possible enhancement,
but not in Israel, where its frequency fosters
a more hasic approach.

Now that you live in Eretz Yisrael, we sug-
gest to follow the local practice. However,
especially since people do not look around at
this time, you may;, if you prefer, cover your
head during Birkat Kohanim, as this is not
divisive.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f -1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit
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Have You Heard About
These Ceremonies?

These days, in Kibbutz Be’eri, the homes
damaged on October 7 are being torn down.
But these demolitions are not only acts of
clearing away ruins. They have become
ceremonies of memory, grief, faith, and
rebuilding.

Take Eli Sharabi. He came to see the place
where his wife, Lianne, and his daughters,
Noiya and Yahel, were murdered.

“It was important for me to be here,” he
said as the demolition began. “We are the
Jewish people. We have a very special DNA
— the DNA of rebuilding. I think that pre-
cisely in order to honor those who fell, I must
move forward and build a life of action and
meaning.”

Not far away, the home of Rachel Fricker

Yo B

T —
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was also demolished.

“A million emotions are mixed together,”
she said as she watched the walls come down.
“For twelve and a half hours, the terrorists
were inside this house with me.”

Rachel arrived with rabbis and friends. “I
recited Birkat Hagomel, the blessing said after
surviving danger. I said Mizmor Letodah, a
psalm of thanksgiving, and we raised a glass
— to the home that was, and to the home that
will yet be built.”

She shared another striking story. Not long
ago, a rabbi asked to take ashes from her
house for his son’s wedding, in keeping with
the custom of placing ashes on the groom’s
head as a remembrance of destruction. When
he entered the house, he saw a fox. For those
familiar with the story, it immediately called
to mind Rabbi Akiva, who saw a fox emerging
from the ruins of the Temple and understood
it as a sign that the place would one day be
rebuilt.

“It was a sign for me, too,” Rachel said.

After the ceremony, she returned to her car-
avilla in Hatzerim “with a feeling of peace, of
closure.” Rachel, who also manages the Be’eri
synagogue, added that a new, large synagogue
is soon to be built in the center of the kibbutz.

Then there is Avida Bachar, who managed
Be’eri’s agriculture. On that morning, he lost



his wife, Dana, his son, Carmel, and his leg.

“This was a home of life,” he said, standing
opposite the tractor that had come to demol-
ish his house. “You meet a woman, build
a family, build a life — and in one second,
everything is destroyed. But when you look
at things from above, you say to yourself: We
must build life and family again.”

Since October 7, Avida has carried with him
everywhere what he calls his “crying towel.”
He used it often at the ceremony, especially
when his friends stood beside him and sang
Shir LaMa’alot, A Song of Ascents, moments
before the demolition began.

He also wanted to convey two messages:
a firm security message to the outside — “I
woke up. Gaza must cease to exist” —and a
message of unity within: “For the first time,
I got to know my people, and I am awed by
their strength.”

Eli, Rachel, Avida — thank you for these
words. They, too, are part of the rebuilding. m

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of five.
Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served as the
World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan
lectures in Israel and overseas about the media,
Judaism, Zionism and new media. She was voted by
Globes newspaper as most popular female media
personality in Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as
one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world.
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It is difficult to think of a teacher and stu-
dent more different from one another than
Elyahu and Elisha. Consider the contrast
between Eliyahu, the unyielding advocate of
absolute loyalty to God, who preferred isola-
tion to life in an imperfect society; and Elisha,
the man of the people, who almost casually
performed miracles to help those around
him, creating a dynamic environment within
which God’s Presence would be felt palpably
by those around him.

Despite their different personalities, we
find many parallels between the two proph-
ets, perhaps most blatantly the revival of a
child from the dead. According to Hazal, the
child revived by Eliyahu was Yonah ben Ami-
tai. Yonah was called the son of Amitai from
the root nnx, Truth, for upon his revival his
mother cried out, “Now I know that the word
of God in your mouth is indeed Truth”. The
child revived by Elisha was the prophet Haba-
kuk, the Navi whose prayer is held up as a
paradigm of successful dialogue with Hashem
and who reduced the entire Torah to one fun-
damental principle: “°n> nnnxa P87 - the
righteous live by faith.

Together, reflecting the personae of their
spiritual fathers, Yonah and Habakuk repre-
sent nanw~i nnx. Not coincidentally, these are
the opening words of the concluding bracha
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following Kriat Shema at Maariv. The morn-
ing bracha, ¥y nnN, refers to the chessed
that Hashem performed for us in the past -
taking us out of Mitzrayim, splitting the sea
and sustaining us miraculously in the desert.
In contrast, the bracha of namxi nnx recited at
night refers to the future Geulah, which we
await expectantly. The first part of this bracha
is written in the present tense - all the actions
that Hashem performed on our behalf in the
past are still relevant and applicable, and
re-occur on a daily basis, as Hashem contin-
ues to save us from the hands of our enemies.

Living with a foundation of Emunah means
living with an awareness of Yad Hashem in
our lives on a daily basis. This is the message
of Eliyahu and Elisha, Yonah and Habakuk. If
we feel a profound sense of attachment and
connection to Hashem through the chessed
that He performed for us in the past, which
cemented our relationship in the realm of
R, then we can continue to live each day
with a feeling of N3N, the expectation that
the N%)1x) is imminent.

This explains the sudden departure from
the narrative of the kings in Sefer Melachim,
with its focus on the miracles of the prophets
rather than on the continuing decline into
complete spiritual dissolution on the part of
the kings of Israel. We had reached a point



where it seemed as though the kingdom of
Israel was approaching its end. The dynasty
of Yerov’am was short-lived after his having
deviated from the word of Hashem, as fore-
told by Ahiyah HaShiloni. It seemed as though
Ba’asha had established his own dynasty, until
his son Elah ruled for only two years before
being conspired against by Zimri, who ruled
for only 7 days before he himself was put to
death, and the nation split their allegiance
between Tivni ben Ginat and ‘Omri. And
then, all of a sudden, out of nowhere, ‘Omri
revealed himself to be a source of national
strength; he built the foundation of a strong
malchut, moving the capital to Shomron and
fortifying the city. His son, Achav, followed
in his father’s footsteps, building roads and
trying to improve the material welfare of
the people. Nevertheless, the spiritual level
of these kings and their subjects was abys-
mal, with the introduction of new powerful
and diverse forms of Avodah Zara into the
nation. It is precisely then that the narrative
is interrupted with the miracles of Eliyahu
and Elisha. Precisely when the situation is
so dire, when the very kings who are meant
to bring us closer to Hashem are the source
of greater distance, we are reminded of His
eternal Presence among the Jewish people.
Even that which appears beyond hope, with-
out any sign of life, may be revived. Before the

1702
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052-854-4504
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Malchut declines and dissolves, we are taught
that ultimately Emunah will carry the day,
and the Geulah will come. Emet vVEmunah,
the eternal truth of the Chessed of past salva-
tion, and firm belief in the light of the future
redemption which is being revealed daily,
slowly but surely dispelling the darkness; this
is the enduring legacy of Eliyahu and Elisha.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.
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Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Do Shared Hobbies Reall ;7
Matter in a Relationship?
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Chayim asks:

Hi Aleeza! I'm sorting through the system
and I see a lot of potential matches for my
candidate, and I wanted your advice -

How important is it to have mutual hobbies/
interests?

My candidate loves hiking, but does that
have an actual effect on a relationship?
Doesn't personality matter more?

Aleeza answers:

This is such a great question because it’s
one of the common places people get stuck
when evaluating a match.

The short answer is this: shared hobbies are
nice to have, but they are not the foundation
of a healthy relationship. Shared values, life
goals, and relationship skills matter far more.

Many people assume that because two peo-
ple both love hiking, photography, pickleball,
or travel, they must be compatible. The truth
is that shared interests can make the begin-
ning of a relationship easier and more fun,
but they don’t necessarily tell you whether
two people can build a life together.

I've worked with thousands of singles, and
I’'ve seen wonderful marriages where the
couple shares very few hobbies. What they

88 TORAH TIDBITS 1665 / CHUKAT

do share is a vision for their future, mutual
respect, emotional maturity, and a commit-
ment to growing together.

Let’s take hiking as an example.

If one person loves hiking and the other
prefers spending weekends reading at home,
that alone is not a problem. The question isn’t
whether they enjoy the same activity. The
question is whether they can support and
appreciate each other’s interests. One part-
ner can go hiking with friends while the oth-
er enjoys their own hobbies. Healthy couples
don’t need to do everything together.

However, there are situations where an
interest becomes much more important
because it is tied to a person’s values or life
goals.

For example, if someone dreams of spend-
ing every free weekend backpacking through
national parks, taking adventure trips around
the world, and living a highly outdoors-orient-
ed lifestyle, then hiking isn’t just a hobby. It’s
part of how they envision their future. In that
case, finding someone who enjoys a similar
lifestyle may be important.

Another example might be someone whose
religious life is centered around music. If lead-
ing communal music experiences is a major
part of their identity, then a partner’s comfort
with that lifestyle could significantly impact



the relationship.

Notice the difference. The activity itself isn’t
the issue. The question is whether it connects
to something deeper.

When assessing a match, I encourage peo-
ple to ask: What does this hobby represent?
Is it simply something fun they enjoy, or is it
an expression of a core value, identity, or life
vision?

So when you’re reviewing potential match-
es for your candidate, don’t focus first on
whether they both love hiking. Focus on
whether they share the things that sustain a
relationship over decades: values, character,
communication, commitment, and a compat-
ible vision for the future.

Those are the things that carry a marriage
long after the hiking boots come off.

Blessings, Aleeza ®
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WORRY NOT, MY PRINCESS,
S DADDY IS HERE!
[ WHAT APPEARS TO BE
THE PROBLEM?

Y FILES™

by
Netanel Epstein

ARGH! THE CALL OF THE WILD!

REALLY?
POOR DEAR...
ODOLY ENDUGH,
| KROW EXALTLY
HOW ARRDYING
THAT FEELS...

(Y

INTRIGUING! DOES SHE HAVE BLONDE PIGTAILS
AND A PINK HEADBAND?

7' N000O, 1 SAW A MOVIE AT \
TENNY'S HOUSE, AND THERE
WAS A SCARY BAD-GUY MAN

-
AND THE BADDY CALLED JAFAR

TURNED INTO A HUGE SNAAAKE!

(OMIKG,
COMING, MY
LITTLE
PIRANHA FISH!

OH, FUNNY, DADDY.
REALLY...

HILARIOUS...

OHKH... NOW WE'RE |

GETTING SOMEWHERE.., h
| KEEP SEEING IT WHEN |
1 CLOSE MY EYes!!!
\ MAKE IT 60 AWRAAY!

SWEET-NATURED TEMPERAMENT OF A
HYDROGEN BOMB,

BUT MAYBE UNDER ALL THAT T

TYRANNY IS A FRIGHTENED LITTLE |

[HILD THAT NEEDS PARENTAL CARE... |

O, | REALLY HOPE HE'S NOT THINKING
WHAT | THINK HE'S THINKING...

FEAR HOT, MY LITTLE
BLAST-ENDED
SKREWT!
DADDY KNOWS THE
VERY THING FORIT...

[ REVERSE- 1
[ PSYCHOLOGY |
TREATEMENT.

THIS CALLS FOR SPECIALIST REVERSE-
PSYCHOLOGY TREATEMENT!



V AWAAAAYT
AWAAAAY!Y

| FEAR YOU'RE COMPLETELY
MISSING THE POINT,
L YOUNG LADY!

50 BY SEEING THE COPPER SNAKE,
WE REMEMBER THAT OUR LIVES ARE
CONSTANTLY SURROUNDED BY
MILLIONS OF UNSEEN PANGERS
THAT G- CONSTANTLY SAVES

COULP ANP PROBABLY SHOULD HAVE BEEN
LOADS WORSE, WE CAN APPRECIATE G-0°S
LOVING PROTECTION OF US IN EVERY |
SAFE STEP ANW BREATH WE TAKE!

UPON THEMSELVES A PLAGUE OF
FIERY SNAKES, MOSHE RABBEINY
PUT A STOP 10 IT BY SHOWING
THEM A COPPER SNANE, RIGHT?

O, WHAT DY0U KHOW, MY GENTLE
WORDS OF SENSITIVE WISDOM
CALMED HER 50 MUCH THAT SHE FELL
ASLEEP...

OR MAYBE SHE
BURNED HERSELF QUT
ﬁ WITH ALL THAT YELLING...

WELL, EITHER WAY, IT WORKED!
MY INGENIUS SPECIALIST CARE

WHY'S THAT, S0N?
BECAUSE 1 50 \

CLEVERLY [LIMBED

A LADDER TO MIMIL

MOSHE™S HIGH-5ERPENT -

TOPPED-POLE?

| THINK
YOU SHOULD
AL
"SHAKES BHD
LADDERS”
TREATMAENT,

| SHALL CALLIT
NAKEOTHERAPY!
(R SERPANTSORTIA!
NO... "THE

BENTZI YERUSHALMI
REVOLUTIOMARY
S METHOD OF CURING...”

l .

WAAAAAAH!! COPPER-
\_ SNAKES DREAMS!!!

BECAUSE 1|
THIHK YU MIGHT
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: CHASHMODIIN CHAPTER
DIRECTOR

UNDERSTANDING ANTISEMITISM

When we think of antisemitism, we often
think of Amalek. But our parsha offers anoth-
er lens.

Moshe asks Edom for permission to pass
through their land on the way to Israel. Despite
a respectful request, Edom refuses and mobi-
lizes for war. Reading the pesukim, it is difficult
to understand such hostility. Rashi connects
this to the ancient conflict between Yaakov and
Esav— Edom being Esav’s descendants.

This illustrates the famous principle from
the Sifri on Bereshit: X)iv iwyw wra xn 10
Jpy’? — it is a known rule that Esav hates
Yaakov.

The Torah is teaching us something time-
less: certain hatred is irrational and deep-root-
ed. But the Torah also models how to navigate
it — with dignity, patience, and realism. This
is a message we must internalize when con-
fronting our enemies today.

Y@ IAT\RY NCSY ISRAEL

JESSE MUSKATT

% 9TH GRADE MODIIN
STRENGTH OR FAITH?

In Parshat njpn , Bnei Yisrael once again
find themselves without water. Hashem com-
mands Moshe to speak to a stone, and water
would rush out. Instead, Moshe strikes the
stone. Although water comes out, Hashem is
displeased with him and decrees that Moshe
will be forbidden from entering Eretz Yisrael.

Why was this considered such a serious sin?
Hashem wanted to teach Bnei Yisrael that all
blessing comes from Him alone. By speaking
to the rock, Moshe would have demonstrated
the power of Hashem’s word and the impor-
tance of relying on Him. By striking the rock,
that message was diminished.

For someone as great as Moshe, even a
small departure from Hashem’s command
carried great significance. From this we learn
an important lesson: although we are expect-
ed to make an effort, our trust must always
remain in Hashem, the true source of every-
thing we achieve. m
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ACADEMY
HOUSE TALBIYA

230SQM+ONONELEVEL
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Bedrooms Bathrooms Garage Space Swimming Pool

OVERVIEW

230 sgm+on one level,
this elegant 5-room apartment offers
3 bedroom en-suites, including
a double-sized primary suite,
Sty S0 = plus a family room / study
SWIMMINGPOOL SWIMMINGPOOL that may serve as a 4th bedroom.
Spacious living and dining areaq,
f & RO o floor-to-ceiling windows, green
e W views, separate kitchen, 2 balconies,
Es o e, 2 parking spaces,
storage rooms and full accessibility.
24/7 concierge, swimming pool,
gym, tenants room, security , Miklat
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EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING
The New Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

Scan for more

Whether you choose a cozy one-bedroom just for you,
ora sprawling 2,700 sq ft Villa in the sky, your VIDA memories will last forever,

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea
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