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Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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These days, in Kibbutz Be’eri, the homes 
damaged on October 7 are being torn down. 
But these demolitions are not only acts of 
clearing away ruins. They have become 
ceremonies of memory, grief, faith, and 
rebuilding.

Take Eli Sharabi. He came to see the place 
where his wife, Lianne, and his daughters, 
Noiya and Yahel, were murdered.

“It was important for me to be here,” he 
said as the demolition began. “We are the 
Jewish people. We have a very special DNA 
— the DNA of rebuilding. I think that pre-
cisely in order to honor those who fell, I must 
move forward and build a life of action and 
meaning.”

Not far away, the home of Rachel Fricker 

was also demolished.
“A million emotions are mixed together,” 

she said as she watched the walls come down. 
“For twelve and a half hours, the terrorists 
were inside this house with me.”

Rachel arrived with rabbis and friends. “I 
recited Birkat Hagomel, the blessing said after 
surviving danger. I said Mizmor Letodah, a 
psalm of thanksgiving, and we raised a glass 
— to the home that was, and to the home that 
will yet be built.”

She shared another striking story. Not long 
ago, a rabbi asked to take ashes from her 
house for his son’s wedding, in keeping with 
the custom of placing ashes on the groom’s 
head as a remembrance of destruction. When 
he entered the house, he saw a fox. For those 
familiar with the story, it immediately called 
to mind Rabbi Akiva, who saw a fox emerging 
from the ruins of the Temple and understood 
it as a sign that the place would one day be 
rebuilt.

“It was a sign for me, too,” Rachel said.
After the ceremony, she returned to her car-

avilla in Hatzerim “with a feeling of peace, of 
closure.” Rachel, who also manages the Be’eri 
synagogue, added that a new, large synagogue 
is soon to be built in the center of the kibbutz.

Then there is Avida Bachar, who managed 
Be’eri’s agriculture. On that morning, he lost 

Have You Heard About 
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his wife, Dana, his son, Carmel, and his leg.
“This was a home of life,” he said, standing 

opposite the tractor that had come to demol-
ish his house. “You meet a woman, build 
a family, build a life — and in one second, 
everything is destroyed. But when you look 
at things from above, you say to yourself: We 
must build life and family again.”

Since October 7, Avida has carried with him 
everywhere what he calls his “crying towel.” 
He used it often at the ceremony, especially 
when his friends stood beside him and sang 
Shir LaMa’alot, A Song of Ascents, moments 
before the demolition began.

He also wanted to convey two messages: 
a firm security message to the outside — “I 
woke up. Gaza must cease to exist” — and a 
message of unity within: “For the first time, 
I got to know my people, and I am awed by 
their strength.”

Eli, Rachel, Avida — thank you for these 
words. They, too, are part of the rebuilding. 
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