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שמעו נא המרים המן הסלע הזה נוציא לכם מים )כ:י(

“And he said to them: Hear now you rebels, are we to bring you forth water out of this rock? (20:10)
What does the phrase “Hamorim” really mean? What was Moshe’s accusation of these people who 
challenged him?
Rashi explains firstly that he was accusing them of “being those who refuse”. However, in a deeper 
explanation, the word “Hamorim” is a derivation from the Greek word “foolish people”, referring to 
those who want to become the “teachers” to their teachers.
Why would Moshe use a derivation of a Greek phrasing instead of a Hebrew expression?
Rabbi Yisrael Eliyahu Trunik (Kutno,Poland; 1820-1893) explains that there is a difference between 
the Torah perspective as opposed to the Greek perspective. In Torah’s point of view, every gener-
ation is one step further away from the Sinai experience, representing a decline in spirituality and 
less connection to our origin. As pointed on in Talmud Shabbat 112b, if in past generations man was 
referred to as humans, then subsequent generations should be referred to as donkeys. However, in 
accordance with Greek philosophy, as natural science progresses, future generations are superior to 
those of previous generations. Later students can be seen excelling above the achievements of their 
teachers. The Torah philosophy is just the opposite. Moshe made this known to these rabble rousers 
that they were actively adopting the non-Jewish principles of trying to outperform their leaders. This 
is why Moshe uses the Greek terminology to accuse their behavior of refuting the Torah perspective 
and adopting a foreign one.
Shabbat Shalom

STATS
39th of 54 sedras; 6th of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 159.2 lines; rank: 39.
10 Parshiyot; 6 open, 4 closed.
87 pesukim; rank: 43.
1245 words; rank: 40.
4670 letters; rank 41.
Smallest sedra in Bamidbar in lines, 
pesukim, words, letters.
Fewer pesukim than Shmini, more 
words, same number of letters. Chukat 
is a bit longer.

MITZVOT
3 mitzvot of 613; all positive.
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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