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Enough  
vs. Exalted

There are multiple levels of understand-
ing for every word of Torah. The beauty 
of Torah study is that a single phrase can 
evoke a positive message, and at the same 
time, can also be viewed 
with a lens of critique. Such 
an example is found in Par-
shat Korach. Korach and his 
entourage confront Moshe 
Rabbeinu and Aharon Hako-
hen with a serious accusation 
of taking too much honor for 
themselves, “rav lachem ki kol 
ha’eida kulam kedoshim — It 
is too much for you! For the 
entire assembly — all of them 
— are holy!» In response, Moshe Rabbeinu 
performs the test of the Ketoret, and echoes 
Korach’s words as he replies, “rav lachem 
b’nei Levi — it is too much for you, b’nei 
Levi”. This phrasing is understood by the 
mepharshim in diametrically opposite ways.

Chazal note that Hashem uses this same 
phrase, “rav l’cha, ” when Moshe Rabbe-
inu is begging to enter into Eretz Yisrael. 

Rav Shmeulevitz zt’l, in Sichos Mussar 
explains that Hashem’s response is midah 
k’neged midah. Although Moshe Rabbeinu 
was correct in chastising Korach, he should 
not have used this language of “you have 
enough”. When a person has a spiritual 
quest to grow further, to become greater, 
one should not quell this desire. Therefore, 
measure for measure, Hashem tells Moshe 
Rabbeinu, “you have enough, and it is not 

necessary to go into Eretz 
Yisrael and gain even more 
mitzvot.” 

Moshe Rabbeinu should 
have encouraged them to see 
how they could develop them-
selves as b’nei Levi to an even 
higher degree. Indeed, this is 
one explanation of the Ram-
bam’s teaching that everyone 
can become as great as Moshe 
Rabbeinu. It is not that we 

can become a Moshe Rabbeinu, but rath-
er, we can develop ourselves to our fullest 
potential, just as Moshe Rabbeinu developed 
himself.

In contrast, one can see this phrase in 
a positive light. Rav Pincus zt’l, in Tiferet 
Shimshon lauds Moshe Rabbeinu for this 
expression. He notes that normally, when a 
person is upset, they lash out, and a stream 
of complaints ensue. Moshe Rabbeinu, 
however, weighs his response very care-
fully. In this short phrase, Moshe Rabbeinu 
is reminding them of their greatness. How 
elevated and special they are — “rav” — and 
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how conscious they should be of their exalt-
ed status, and therefore, act appropriately. 
Moshe Rabbeinu models for us how to focus 
on the positive elements within a person, 
and not to get drawn into the specifics of 
the argument.

Fascinating, how one word can be 
understood completely differently. “Rav” 
as “enough”, or “rav” as “how great”. Our 
mandate is to see how great we are, realize 
that we can never say “enough” in our avo-
dat Hashem, and be continually inspired to 
move forward. 

FOR SALE! 
3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT 

                       
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.   
*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop 

daily program 
*30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim 
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish 

*Trips, excursions & weekly live 
musical performances 

*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in 
private Mamad room 

*Transportation ideal. Walking 
distance to buses & trains. 

*Apartment & Machsan registered in 
Tabu in your name 

*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur 
Mugan in Israel 

 
OWNER   MUST   SELL .   PRICE    NEGOTIABLE. 
To see apartment & ask questions, contact 

Shmuel - Otzma Nechasim 050-7971552 

  

 

PESACH WITH

FELDART GRAND SUMMER SALE
YO U R  FAVO R I T E  I T E M S ,  N OW  WI T H  I R R E S I ST I B L E  PR I C E  TAG S !




