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A NOTE FROM TORAH TIDBITS

In May of 1992, thirty-four years ago, the first edition of Torah Tidbits was published and disseminated to a
handful of people. Phil Chernofsky, who served as the educational director of the OU Israel Center, was the
founding editor. He grew the one page Torah Tidbits (hence the name) over the next two and a half decades into
a weekly publication that reached thousands each and every Shabbat.

OU Israel proudly produces Torah Tidbits each week, bringing inspiration, Torah wisdom, and chizuk to tens of
thousands of people across the entire country and is read by thousands of readers online across the world!
As we celebrate this special anniversary of Torah Tidbits we pray to Hashem that we continue to be blessed
to provide our very special and precious readership with a publication which connects us to one another and
enhances each Shabbat in a joyful and most meaningful way!
Shabbat Shalom and be'sorot tovot.

Aaron Goldscheider, Editor of Torah Tidbits
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

In raising our children, my wife and I have
always tried to make a point of looking them
in the eye and engaging with them to under-
stand how their day really went. So often,
our children expect us to read their minds,
to know what is in their hearts even when
they do not express a single word about it.
It becomes harder still once they are away
from home, whether in yeshiva, the army, or
ulpana. Still, we try to speak with them every
single day to find out what is going on and to
make sure they had a good day. Ultimately,
understanding what is happening in some-
one else’s heart and mind is almost impossible
unless they are able to open up, share, and tell
us what is really going on.

Over the last two and a half years, I have
found that this challenge of connection does
not exist only between parents and children
going through hard times. We are privileged
to meet many such families through our pro-
grams for teens at risk and our programs for
English speakers across Israel. This challenge
exists just as much between the Jewish com-
munities on the two sides of the Atlantic. It
is almost impossible to explain to Jews living

In Loving Memory of

Rabbi Dov/Barry Sidelsky 1

on his first yahrzeit

Sadly missed by
his wife Naomi and daughters
Michal Avior, Ariella Sidelsky Alcalay,
Lea Plotkin and their families
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in America what Jews in Israel are living
through. What it means to have a child in the
army. What it means to have a son over ene-
my lines. Or several children serving at once.
What it feels like to stand at the funerals of
your closest friends’ children, or beside the
beds of wounded soldiers. What it means to
schlep your children and grandchildren down
the stairs to a public bomb shelter or, if you
are fortunate, to the mamad inside your own
home, two and three times in the middle of
the night. Very often, we are not communi-
cating that message at all simply because we
ourselves are still living it and have a hard
time putting it into words.

I feel fortunate that through my work at
OU Israel, I have the ability to meet our
brothers and sisters on the other side of the
Atlantic. Fewer of them are able to visit Israel
these days because of the shortage of flights
and the exorbitant cost of those still operating.
But when I travel and sit with our brothers
and sisters in New York, New Jersey, Flor-
ida, Los Angeles, Vancouver, and Toronto,
I try my best to convey what life in Israel is
actually like. So much of what they hear on
the news feels distant from what is happen-
ing here. I tell them it is like being handed
the smallest sliver of cake and believing that
the sliver is the entire cake. Is it part of the
cake? Of course it is. But you are missing the
enormous rest of it: the incredible miracles
we are witnessing, triumphs alongside chal-
lenges, the extraordinary days the Jewish
people are living through, and the clear hand
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu bringing us toward



the geula sheleima very soon. We are, in many
ways, writing the next megilla of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu. I know for certain that the stories
that have come out of the last few years will
be repeated by future generations.

And the truth is that our brothers and sis-
ters overseas do try to feel what we are living
through, each in their own way, and they are
doing whatever they can to help. There is no
denying that the numbers tell a hard story
and that donations have dropped, the num-
ber of missions have dropped, in some cases
dramatically. Yet they continue to send their
support and stand with us through these
unique days.

This past weekend, I once again had the
privilege of marching in the Israel Day Parade
up Fifth Avenue in Manhattan alongside so
many Jews and non-Jews who had come from
all over North America. Knesset Speaker Amir
Ohana, who led a large delegation of Knesset
members from both the coalition and the
opposition, shared a beautiful thought with
our OU Executive Vice President, Rabbi Dr.
Josh Joseph. He explained that for as long as
anyone could remember, the sitting mayor of
New York had always walked in the Israel Day
Parade and that the moment he realized this
would not be the case this year, he decided he
simply had to be there himself. He brought
as many members of Knesset and ministers
as he could so that we would all be marching
together. There was something deeply moving
about Israeli and American public leaders
walking shoulder to shoulder. Moshe Lion, the
mayor of Yerushalayim, came as well, togeth-
er with a number of ministers.

Because so many people were in New York
for the parade, the whole weekend filled up
with gatherings and conferences. There was
a Thursday night event with the mayor of

Yerushalayim centered on real estate projects
across the city, the Arutz Sheva conference at
Young Israel of Kew Gardens on Friday, where
I had the zechut to speak, the Friday night
dinner with Israelis at Park East Synagogue,
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and the B’Sheva conference on Sunday that
drew people from across the Jewish world.
It was, in the best sense, a long weekend in
Israel everywhere you turned, all in the most
positive way. A tremendous yasher koach to
everyone who made it happen.

But when I stood at the parade and asked
myself what the single most important thing
happening there was, the answer was simple.
It was the next generation. It was watching
young people who spend their days seeing
Israel attacked across social media come out,
look around, and realize, “Look how many
people support Israel. Look how many people
feel what I feel.” Jews of every kind, and non-
Jews too, marched together with enormous
pride, giant Israeli flags and floats, from Holo-
caust survivors to the JSU students from our
Jewish Student Union clubs across the North
American public school system. Many of them
were standing up publicly, some for the first
time, to say that they are proud to support

In loving memory of
our parents, grandparents
and great-grandparents

Elaine Zimmerman a”h
MIN) IPOY
y 1190 DYOY O»N NA

PYYn 1o YO NIV
On her 13" yahrzeit

Dr Charles Cohen 21
PRX Py’
o1 197 TPIN D730 )3
Y'yUn 190 77 909
On his 10™ yahrzeit

The Zimmerman family
Nof Ayalon, Kerem Reim,
Jerusalem, Nairobi

Israel, proud to support our IDF soldiers, and
proud to support the good and true values
that Israel tries to bring to this world.

Seeing that next generation with fire in
their eyes, dancing in the streets, proud and
happy to be Jewish, is something I will carry
with me. B’ezrat Hashem, we should contin-
ue to watch our next generation grow up with
the truth, drawing inspiration from Israel and
standing up for Israel.

I daven that just as we try to listen to our
children’s hearts, the Jewish people, both in
Israel and in the Diaspora, take the time to
truly hear one another and understand what
each side is feeling & experiencing. And B’ez-
rat Hashem, K’ish echad b’lev echad, may we
be zocheh to see the binyan beit hamikdash
very soon.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
S:%I;QZE s

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
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Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

Business and Professionals Network Launch

Earlier this month, OU Israel launched the Business and Professionals Network, a new initiative
bringing together Anglo business people in Israel for Torah learning and networking opportunities.
The launch event at the Acosta TLV brought together over 60 business professionals, with plans to
expand into additional industries and fields.

The evening featured a dialogue between Jeremy Lustman, OU Israel Board Member and Managing
Partner at DLA Piper inTel Aviv, and Michael Eisenberg, founder of Aleph venture capital firm,
discussing Israel’s economy, the role of olim, and Torah values of unity and compassion.

The event brought together veteran industry leaders and younger professionals seeking
professional connections and spiritual growth, highlighting the growing Anglo Orthodox
professional community in Israel.

Each week, we share one OU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our homeland,
supporting English-speaking O/im in their klita and supporting Israel’s most vulnerable teens to rebuild
trust, confidence, and a future.
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS

RCA ISRAEL REGION

 PARSHAT SHELACH

"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 13:1-20)
K" Moshe is instructed to send lead-
8 ers, 1 per tribe, to tour the Land.
Their names are listed. They are to travel
from the Negev to the mountainous area. To
see the land, the people, the cities and the fer-
tility: assess them and bring back produce.

Rashi says that Moshe was given the dis-
cretion to send spies. He was not ordered to
do so. It was his choice. Given the bad out-
come, in retrospect it seems like a bad error
in judgement. Why then did he send them?
What was he thinking?

Sending the spies is the first tangible step
in the march to the Land. Entering the Land
is going to be messy business. It means con-
quering through war. Some will want to do
that. Some will not.

And knowing he is facing this contentious
issue Moshe must have been spooked by the
multiple conflicts at the end of last week’s
Parsha. The people are a cantankerous lot.
Complaining. Dissatisfied. Moshe must have
been a bit skittish after all those complaints.
If they complain about meat and about my
leadership, who knows what kind of rebellion
could come from the challenges of entering
the Land. The opinions for and against will
be fierce; we could have a civil war.

Moshe must have wondered: how can I get
the people on board and avoid conflict? What
strategy could avoid civil war?

Iknow. Enlist the support of the 12 leaders
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of the tribes. If the leaders are on board, the
people will feel more willing to shoulder the
challenges of entering the Land. Sounds like
a good idea.

'{" 2ND ALIYA (13:21-14:7)
’/k\‘) So travel they did; entering from

the south, traveling north to Hev-
ron, where descendants of the giants lived.
They gathered grapes, pomegranates and figs,
returning after 40 days, reporting to Moshe,
Aharon and the people, showing them the
fruits. They said: it is a Land of milk and hon-
ey. The people are strong, cities heavily forti-
fied, and we saw giants. Many nations dwell
there, including Amalek. Calev interrupted:
Let’s go and take this Land, we can do it. The
others answered: no, we can’t. They slan-
dered the Land, offering that we are grass-
hoppers in the eyes of the people of the Land.
The people challenged Moshe and Aharon:
better that we had died in Egypt or here in the
desert rather than die trying to take the Land.
Moshe and Aharon are despondent, Calev and
Yehoshua rip their clothes. Yehoshua said:
the Land is very, very good.

The spy’s mission backfires. Instead of get-
ting buy-in from the leaders, the leaders are
scared. They are worried, unconvinced that
the war will be successful. The leaders are
scared and the people not far behind.

There are many themes running through
this story. We could look at the story and try
to analyze the motives of the people, what
they were thinking, why they lacked faith; all
important themes.

But we can also look at the story as a



paradigm. What is the story teaching us
about the dynamic of Jewish history? Or of
the interaction of leaders and followers. Or
of the interplay of G-d and man in the entry
to the Land.

One paradigm we could extract is in
Moshe’s decision making. And in this there is
a powerful and enduring lesson. Moshe made
a terrible error in judgement in sending the
spies. But that is in hindsight. In real time,
following a series of little rebellions from the
people, he was faced with a quandary as to
how to prevent a big rebellion, a civil war.
Moshe felt embattled. The people complained
3 times in last week’s parsha; one complaint
wasn’t even spelled out, then followed by
dissatisfaction with the manna and want-
ing meat, and that followed by his very own
brother and sister criticizing him.

If lack of meat makes them question
Moshe’s leadership, how much more so the
upcoming war. Moshe desperately sought a
remedy for what he saw was an impending
rebellion. His decision seemed wise at the
time, designed to prevent this civil war; send-
ing spies. And it turned tragic.

The lesson to us could well be, and I say this
in our current national turmoil, not meaning
to take any sides: decisions that leaders have
to make are, well, they are tough to get right.
Moshe did what he thought was best and it
turned out bad — and that is Moshe, the great-
est leader we ever had. If he erred, we can be
sure that leaders over the years, lesser people
than Moshe, will inevitably use their best
judgement and sometimes just get it wrong.
It doesn’t mean they are bad people. Just that
they are wrong.

If Moshe can err in judgement, and we
know his good intentions, then any leader
can err, and will err, regardless of their good

intentions.
"‘ 3RD ALIYA (14:8-25)
k\o‘ Yehoshua said: if G-d wants, He
: will bring us there. But do not reb-
el against Him. The people wanted to stone
him. G-d said to Moshe: how long will these
people annoy me, after all the miracles I have
done? I will wipe them out and make you a
great nation. Moshe countered: You can’t do
that. It will appear as if You lack the power to
bring them into the Land. Gird Yourself, God,
and be merciful. G-d said: I forgive them as
you have said. But. These people, witnesses
to all the miracles who now balk; they will not
enter the Land, save Calev.

This story of the spies is one of the 2
national failures of the Torah, right beside
the golden calf. In fact, G-d’s response here
is almost identical to His response there: let
Me wipe them out and make you Moshe the
new nation. And Moshe’s response here too
is identical to there. If you wipe them out,
people will assume You are good at taking the
people out of Egypt. But You can’t bring the
people to the Land. Your power is limited.

Moshe pleads: G-d relents. And thatis a
powerful lesson, the same lesson as the Gold-
en Calf. They are both stories of failure, to be
sure. But more crucially, they are both sto-
ries of forgiveness. G-d wanted to destroy the
Jewish people. But He didn’t. He didn’t at the
golden calf. And He doesn’t here.

Of course, we only know of that near
destruction of the people and Moshe’s plead-
ing to save them because we were given a
glimpse beyond the veil, privy to the exchange
between G-d and Moshe. The people on the
street never know this. All they know is that
they are punished with 40 years in the desert,
never to see the Land.

And that is the power of this story. This
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story is the peek behind the veil. G-d wants to
destroy us. Moshe pleads. We are saved.

It is the story of what could have been. But
wasn’t. Does 40 years in the desert seem
harsh? Well, not when juxtaposed to the
alternative: destruction of the entire people.
We see 40 years as bad. No, no, no. 40 years is
generosity. Forgiveness. Mercy. Love.

We are at such a disadvantage when view-
ing the tragedies of Jewish history. Because
we only see what actually happens; we never
see what could have happened. What we see
may look terrible. But what could have been
might be so much worse.

We must be oh so careful when thinking we
can surmise the Divine way. This story teach-
es us: we never know what could have been,
what may have been. It could have been the
destruction of our people. But it wasn’t; it was
only a 40-year delay.

The 40 years in the desert looks like a trag-
edy. But it is actually Divine love; He did not
destroy us. Only delayed us.

‘}‘ 4TH ALIYA (14:26-15:7)
'/k\O} G-d told Moshe and Aharon to

tell the people: As you have said, so
will it be. You will not enter the Land. You all
will die in the desert. Your children will enter
the Land. The number of days you toured
will be the number of years in the desert, 40
years. The people mourned. They attempted
to rectify their error by arising early to now
journey, but Moshe warned them that G-d is
not with them. They suffered defeat. Moshe
instructed: when you settle in the Land and
bring offerings, bring flour, oil and wine with
the offerings. This will be pleasing to G-d.

While the people are told that they will all
die in the desert, they are also told they will
enter the Land. Well, not them, but their
children.
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That is the crucial element of this story:
the commitment of G-d to His people is
unchanged. His plan merely delayed. Thisis
the story of love of G-d for His people. While
the timetable has been altered, the commit-
ment He has made to bring us to the Land is
in full force.

"/" 5TH ALIYA (15:8-16)
'/k\O) A bull offering’s flour, oil and

wine amounts are higher than for
sheep. Everyone brings these similar liba-
tions: one law for all.

This very short aliya is a continuation of
the previous aliya in which the flour, oil and
wine amounts are given for offerings of sheep
or rams. The previous aliya did not want to
end with the tragedy of the story of the spies.
Instead, it ended with the phrase “a pleasing
aroma to G-d”.

In fact, this description of the libations is
encouragement. You will make it to the Land.
And you will bring offerings there. You will
bring flour, oil and wine that accompany the
offerings.

Those things are the finest of the produce
of the Land. On the heels of the sentence of
40 years in the desert is the promise that you
will harvest wheat, olives and grapes in your
Land. You may be suffering now due to this
terrible sin of the spies. But good times await
you. And I, G-d says, want you to approach
Me with your full noble station of life: your
fine flour, finest olive oil and the joy of wine.

"/“ 6TH ALIYA (15:17-26)
K’) Upon entering the Land, the

mitzvah of taking challah from
bread dough begins. If an error is made and
the entire people accidentally sin as a result,
a sin offering of a bull is brought. Atonement
is granted as the people sinned accidentally.
The post spy encouragement continues. You



will enter the Land. And you will have bread,
not manna. In the midst of a crisis, it is hard to
imagine the smoke clearing. But it does. And
it will. You personally will not make it to the
Land; but the Jewish people will.

'{‘ 7TH ALIYA (15:27-41)
% : A chatat offering atones for an
% :

accidental sin. However, the soul is
cut off for one who blasphemes G-d. A person
was found chopping wood on Shabbat. He
was sequestered, as Moshe and Aharon did
not know what to do with him. They were
told he was to be put to death. Place tzitzit on
the corners of your garment as a reminder to
do all the mitzvot and be holy to Me.

The lessons of leadership continue. Moshe
and Aharon do not know what to do with the
person found chopping wood on Shabbat.
And they have no problem admitting that they
don’t know.

Aleader as great as Moshe does not have all
the answers all the time. No shame in admit-
ting that.

HAFTORAH: YEHOSHUA 2:1-24

The Torah portion discusses the twelve
spies that were sent by Moshe to explore the
Holy Land. We fast forward in our haftorah
to the story of the spies that Yehoshua sent to
scout the city of Yericho, prior to the Jewish
people’s invasion of the Land.

The two spies arrive in Yericho and lodged
at an inn operated by a woman named
Rachav. When their presence is made known,
she hides her guests and protects them from
the king. She actually hid them on her rooftop.

The two spies assure her that they will pro-
tect her and her family when the Israelites
enter and conquer the Land. She is to place a
scarlet thread in the window as a sign that her

home is a place of safe haven.

The haftorah then dramatically describes
Rachav providing a way for the men to safely
escape. The men are able to grab onto a rope
and lower themselves from her window. The
spies are successful in exiting the city and
return to Yehoshua with their report. m

LA

37% of the 54 sedras; 4™ of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 198 lines, ranks 25%.

10 Parshiyot; 7 open, 3 closed.

119 pesukim, ranks 21, 6%/Bamidbar.
1540 words, ranks 27, 5%/Bamidbar.
5820 letters, ranks 27, 4"/Bamidbar.
Shelach has shorter than average
pesukim, which explains the drop in
rank for words and letters, yet the rise
in rank within Bamidbar indicates that
there are sedras with even shorter
pesukim.

LA

3 mitzvot - 2 positives - Challah & Tzitzit,
and 1 prohibition, not to follow the
temptations of your heart and eyes.

As we point out often, the distribution
of mitzvot in the Torah is very uneven.
With only 3 mitzvot, there are 25 sedras
with fewer mitzvot than Shelach and 26
with more. 3 is the median number of
mitzvot per sedra in the Torah. T'ruma
and Chukat also have 3 mitzvot each.

% Mazal Tovto ¥
Binyamin & Nancy Chernofsky

and family on the birth of
their great- granddaughter
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“And what the land is, whether it is fat or lean, whether there are trees therein
or not” (13:20)
Why did Moshe advise the spies to seek out if there are trees or not?
Rashi quoting Talmud Baba Batra 15a, explains that Moshe was instructing the
spies to look for a righteous person among the inhabitants of Canaan who would
protect them by his merits. Perhaps as it states in Devarim 20:19, “For a man is
like the tree of the field”, just as a tree provides shade and shelter from the ele-
ments, so too a worthy man provides salvation and protection to others by his
actions and prayers.
Rabbi David Cohen (Rav, Kehillat Gevul Yaavetz, N.Y-- Sefer Otzar Hatefillah) offers
a deeper insight. Moshe specifically asked the spies to seek out such individuals in
the fields and orchards and not to search out such a person in the houses of wor-
ship or centers of study. If such an individual was truly worthy, his influence would
be felt far beyond the study halls and even outside his immediate environment.
Shabbat Shalom
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Imagine standing at a crossroads. We have
all been there. We have all experienced
moments in our life’s journey when we had
to make a crucial choice and decide whether
to proceed along one road or along anoth-
er. (Except for Yogi Berra, of course, who
famously said, “When you come to a fork in
the road, take it.”)

We have all also experienced moments
much further along in our journey, often
many years later, when we reflected back
upon our decision and wondered what
would have been if we had pursued the alter-
native road.

Now imagine standing at a crossroads
together with a close friend. Both of you face
an identical choice, either this road or that.
One of you chooses one road, and the oth-
er decides differently and selects the other
road.

Each would have an intriguing tale to tell
if, after many years, they had to meet and
have the opportunity to compare the results
of their different decisions.

Throughout my adult life, I have been

THE H
N Professional

Window Cleaning
Trusted | Local | Reliable

Screens Tracks Trissim Windows at height
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

fascinated by the experiences of survivors
of the Holocaust. Whenever I have been
fortunate enough to have the time to engage
in conversation with one of them, I listened
eagerly to their stories. When they permit,
and they do not always, I ask them questions
not just about their experiences, but about
their choices and decisions.

I especially remember the discussions I
had with one of them—Ilet us call him Mr. Sil-
ver. He often would tell me about the hellish
years he spent fleeing and fighting the Nazis
in the forests of Poland. He had a companion
then—Ilet us call him Simon. Mr. Silver and
Simon were boyhood friends who together
witnessed the murder of their parents, and
who together managed to escape and join the
partisans. Eventually, they were both caught
and incarcerated in prisons and concentra-
tion camps.

In his story, Mr. Silver compared his atti-
tude throughout those horrific times with
the attitude of his friend Simon. “You know
me,” he would say, “and you know how
I’ve always seen the bright side of things,
the hopefulness of every situation, howev-
er dire.” Indeed, I assured him that I could
vouch for his consistent optimism.

“As much as I was an idealist,” he would
continue, “so was Simon a hard-core realist.
He saw things as they were and dealt with
them accordingly. He had no illusions what-
soever of hope.”

Many years after my conversation with
Mr. Silver, I finally met Simon and, together
with him, was able to compare the life he led



subsequent to the Holocaust, and subsequent
to his crossroad decisions, with the life of
Mr. Silver. Simon, after the war, chose not to
marry and chose to live in a rather remote
American community with little contact with
other Jews. Mr. Silver married, raised a large
family with numerous grandchildren, and
was very much involved with Jewish caus-
es, and eventually chose to live out his final
years in the state of Israel.

Two individuals at the same crossroads,
making different decisions, with starkly dif-
ferent life outcomes.

This week’s Torah portion, Shelach, gives
us the opportunity to witness individuals at
the crossroads. Individuals who make rad-
ically different decisions and whose lives
thereby played out very differently.

Let us focus, for example, on the personal-
ities of Nachbi ben Vofsi, prince of the tribe
of Naphtali, and of Caleb ben Yefuneh, prince
of the tribe of Judah. Up until the dramatic
moment described in this week’s parsha they
led almost identical lives. They both experi-
enced the Exodus from Egypt, the miracu-
lous splitting of the Red Sea, the revelation
at Mount Sinai, and opportunities for leader-
ship of their respective tribes.

They were both assigned to spy out the
land of Canaan, and they both crisscrossed
the Promised Land and returned to give their
reports. But then we read (Numbers 13:30-
31), “Caleb...said, ‘Let us by all means go up,
as we shall gain possession of the land, and
we shall surely overcome.’ But the men who
had gone up with him (one of whom was
Nachbi) said, ‘We cannot attack that people,
for they are stronger than we.”

Two individuals, at this very same cross-
roads in their lives; one full of hope and trust
and confidence, and the other frightened,

BenZimra =
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albeit very realistic.

How differently their lives played out from
this point forward. Nachbi perished in igno-
miny in the desert while Caleb remained a
prince, enhanced his reputation, and was
granted his reward, the city of Hebron.

We all face crossroads in our lives; some
of great significance, and some seemingly
trivial. Our choices can be Nachbi-like—
practical and safe, but ultimately cowardly.
Or they can be informed by hope, trust, and
confidence, and ultimately be brave and
heroic.

The choice is ours, and so are the conse-
quences for the rest of our lives.

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562
Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
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in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »>y%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Beyond
the Fringe

Our Torah portion ends with one of the
great commands of Judaism - tzitzit, the
fringes worn on the corners of our garments
as a perennial reminder of our identity as
Jews and our obligation to keep the Torah’s
commands:

The Lord said to Moses: “Speak to the
Israelites; tell them to make fringes on the
corners of their garments throughout all the
generations. To the fringe, on each corner,
they should attach a blue cord. And this shall
be your fringe: seeing it, you shall remember
all the Lord’s commands and keep them. You
will not then go astray, following the lusts of
your heart or of your eyes. This is to remind
you to keep all My commands, to remain holy
to your God.” (Num. 15:37-40)

So central is this command, that it became
the third paragraph of the Shema, the
supreme declaration of Jewish faith. I once
heard the following commentary from my
teacher, Rabbi Dr Nachum Rabinovitch.

He began by pointing out some of the
strange features of the command. On the
one hand, the Sages said that the command
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of tzitzit is equal to all the other commands
together, as it is said: “Look at it and recall all
the commandments of the Lord and observe
them.” It is thus of fundamental significance.

On the other hand, it is not absolutely oblig-
atory. It is possible to avoid the command of
fringes altogether by never wearing a gar-
ment of four or more corners. Maimonides
rules: “Even though one is not obligated to
acquire a [four-cornered] robe and wrap
oneself in it in order to [fulfil the command
of] tzitzit, it is not fitting for a pious individual
to exempt himself from this command” (Laws
of Tzitzit, 3:11). It is important and praisewor-
thy but not categorical. It is conditional: if you
have such a garment, then you must put fring-
es on it. Why so? Surely it should be obliga-
tory, in the way that tefillin (phylacteries) are.

There is another unusual phenomenon. In
the course of time, the custom has evolved
to fulfil the command in two quite different
ways: the first, in the form of a tallit (robe,
shawl) which is worn over our other clothes,
specifically while we pray; the second in the
form of an undergarment, worn beneath our
outer clothing throughout the day.

Not only do we keep the one command in
two different ways. We also make different
blessings over the two forms. Over the tal-
lit, we say, “who has sanctified us with His



commandments, and commanded us to wrap
ourselves in a fringed garment.” Over the
undergarment, we say, “who has sanctified
us with His commandments, and command-
ed us concerning the precept of the fringed
garment.” Why is one command split into two
in this way?

Rabbi Rabinovitch gave this answer: there
are two kinds of clothing. There are the
clothes we wear to project an image. A king,
ajudge, and a soldier all wear clothing that
conceals the individual and instead proclaims
arole, an office, a rank. As such, clothes, espe-
cially uniforms, can be misleading. A king
dressed as a beggar will not (or would not,
before television) be recognised as royalty.
A beggar dressed as a king may find himself
honoured. A policeman dressed as a police-
man carries with him a certain authority, an
aura of power, even though he may feel ner-
vous and insecure. Clothes disguise. They are
like a mask, hiding the person beneath. Such
are the clothes we wear in public when we
want to create a certain impression.

But there are other clothes we wear when
we are alone that may convey more power-
fully than anything else the kind of person we
really are: the artist in his studio, the writer
at his desk, the gardener tending the roses.
They do not dress to create an impression. To
the contrary: they dress as they do because of
what they are, not because of what they wish
to seem.

The two kinds of tzitzit represent these
different forms of dress. When we engage in
prayer, we sense in our heart how unworthy
we may be of the high demands God has made
of us. We feel the need to come before God as
something more than just ourselves. We cover
ourselves in the robe, the tallit, the great sym-
bol of the Jewish people at prayer. We conceal

AN
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our individuality - in the language of the
blessing over the tallit, we “wrap ourselves in
a fringed garment.” It is as if we were saying
to God: I may only be a beggar, but I am wear-
ing a royal robe, the robe of your people Israel
who prayed to You throughout the centuries,
to whom You showed a special love and took
as Your own. The tallit hides the person we are
and represents the person we would like to be,
because in prayer we ask God to judge us not
for what we are, but for what we wish to be.
The deeper symbolism of tzitzit, however,
is that it represents the commandments as a
whole (“look at it and recall all the command-
ments of the Lord”) — and these become part
of what and who we are only when we accept
them without coercion, of our own free will.
That is why the command of tzitzit is not cate-
gorical. We do not have to keep it. We are not
obligated to buy a four-cornered garment.
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When we do so, it is because we choose to do
so. We obligate ourselves. That is why opting
to wear tzitzit symbolises the free acceptance
of all the duties of Jewish life.

This is the most inward, intimate, intense-
ly personal aspect of faith, whereby in our
innermost soul we dedicate ourselves to God
and His commands. There is nothing public
about this. It is not for outer show. It is who we
are when we are alone, not trying to impress
anyone, not wishing to seem what we are not.
This is the command of ¢zitzit as undergar-
ments, beneath, not on top of, our clothing.
Over this we make a different blessing. We
do not talk about “wrapping ourselves in a
fringed garment” — because this form of fring-
es is not for outward show. We are not trying
to hide ourselves beneath a uniform. Instead,
we are expressing our innermost commit-
ment to God’s word and call to us. Over this
we say the blessing, “who has commanded
us concerning the precept of tzitzit” because
what matters is not the mask but the reality,
not how we wish to appear, but what we real-
ly are.

In this striking way tzitzit represent the
dual nature of Judaism. On the one hand it is
a way of life that is public, communal, shared
with others across the world and through the
ages. We keep Shabbat, celebrate the festi-
vals, observe the dietary laws and the laws of
family purity in a way that has hardly varied
for many centuries. That is the public face of
Judaism - the tallit we wear, the cloak woven
out of the 613 threads, each one a command
from God.

But there is also our inner life as people
of faith. There are things we can say to God
that we can say to no-one else. He knows our
thoughts, hopes, fears, better than we know
them ourselves. We speak to Him in the



privacy of the soul, and He listens. That inter-
nal conversation — the opening of our heart to
Him who brought us into existence in love —is
not for public show. Like the fringed under-
garment, it stays hidden. But it is no less real
an aspect of Jewish spirituality. The two types
of fringed garment represent the two dime. B

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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separate entrances, Airbnb 15K-18K NIS.

FOR
SALE

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM
FOR | 5 units| 105 sqm | Ground floor out of 3

Renovated garden apartment, 180 sqm
SALE private yard, grented units, strong income

7,450,000

409 sqm plot | 4 floors

Private villa, 250 sqm with permit to build

SALE 350 sgm total, pool & parking.

BAIT-VAGAN, JERUSALEM

4 Bedrooms | 135 sqm | 9th floor

Luxury Ramat Sharett apt: panoramic
views, mamad, parking, storage.

4,990,000

3 Bdr | 2nd Floor | Approx. 115 sqm

Sukkah balcony, Mamad, 1.5 bathrooms,
2 storage units & 2 parking spots.

ZAYIT, EFRAT
5 Rooms | 168 sqm
Sukkah balcony, Mamad, 3 bathrooms,
A/C, storage room, parking.

3,750,000

FOR
SALE

(%) +972 52-587-8788
NOAM A
HOMES @ office@noamhomes.com
‘ www.noamhomes.com
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once-A-vyear sale!

Clvaalesin INaiSeier
Wit BreScroll

20% off ALL English books,

including sets and new releases!
73 7V AINJA 10%

DLIULCG [N TE SR

PRAYER

STORIES & INSPIRATION

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSELLER

To order online
EzEmE with HOME DELIVERY visit: Call Center:

& artscrollisrael.co.il / X—RTSCROLL

Shipping only 29 Free shipping on orders over 199




JOIN OUR FESTIVE
SALES BRUNCH

to celebrate the launch of our model apartment

Special benefits, discounts, and payment terms for event attendees

Friday, 12.6.26 | 9:00 AM —1:.00 PM
7 h ;I'al b’!ah.

¥

(7
1OLYLAND

A premium residential complex overlooking the enchanting views of Jerusalem,
combining an iconic tower and two boutique buildings. The project is certified by the
Halperin Institute and offers a luxurious, meticulously designed living experience.
Residents will enjoy: A private park, fitness center, security guard station, business
lounge, and top-level amenities. Choose from a variety of 3-5 room apartments,
garden apartments, sukkah apartments, duplexes, and luxurious penthouses.

ilability. Registration required. Hope to see you there!

9199

ardan-nadlan.co.il

KARDAN

REAL ESTATE

* Photographed in the model apartment.



PROBING THE PROPHETS

The Lesson
of Yericho

The well-known story related to us in our
haftarah of Yehoshua’s spies and the events
that took place in Yericho even before its
conquest, parallel the key story found in our
parasha. Over the years, we have mentioned
the differences between the two stories, pri-
marily, that the sin of Moshe’s spies caused
the nation to remain in the desert for thir-
ty-nine more years, while Yehoshua’s success-
ful “undercover” mission, paved the entry of
B’nai Yisra’el into Eretz Yisrael. Yet, it is true
that, just as the spies in the desert impacted
the very history of Israel, so too, the account
related by Joshua’s spies cannot be regarded
as an isolated incident, but as the first link of a
chain of events. It is, in reality, a prelude to the
conquest of Yericho, the resulting defeat at Ai
and a lesson for the nation and their ensuing
battles.

In discussing the conquest of Jericho, I find

RAVING A SIMCRA?

co P o
MAGNETPHOTOGRAPHY{
INSTANT MEMORIES
YOU CAN TAKE HOME

WWW.BGB.CO.IL
051:595-8404
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

myself reluctant to call the event a “battle” -
because it was anything except that! The text
makes it clear that the Israelites did every-
thing BUT fight. Upon Hashem’s command,
the army surrounded the city and, for seven
days (led by the Aron and seven Kohanim
blasting their shofarot), proceeded to march
around the city. On the seventh day, they fol-
lowed this same procedure seven times and,
after the last circuit, the city’s walls collapsed,
killing the enemy, thereby allowing the troops
to enter the city.

That was it! The army paraded around the
city and sounded the shofarot —but they never
even raised a sword throughout that time. For
that reason, Hashem told the people that they
were prohibited from taking any of the booty
because the victory — and its spoils - belonged
to G-d-and to Him alone. That was precisely
the lesson that Hashem wanted the people
to learn. But they didn’t. The subsequent
p’rakim tell us how Achan ben Karmi DID
take from the spoils- resulting in the defeat
of Yehoshua’s army in the next battle, a war
against the city of Ai.

Rabbi Menachem Liebtag addresses the
question as to why ALL of Israel was punished
when but one man sinned and took from the
spoils. Why does the text TWICE declare that
“the people of Israel trespassed” when only
one person did? Rabbi Liebtag’s response is
both illuminating and satisfying. He explains
that, although the sin was committed by one,
the collective attitude, shared by many, was
that they, as victors, had earned the right to



take from the spoils; in other words, that the
victory was not of G-d’s doing alone. And to
prove that such an attitude was shared by
many, Rabbi Liebtag points to what the offi-
cers advised Yehoshua before the next battle.

In preparation for the conquest of Ai,
Yehoshua’s agents reported that the city was
small and relatively weak and, therefore, did
not require to “exhaust the entire army.” Rath-
er, they suggested sending only 2-3,000 troops
to battle which would suffice to conquer the
city...and Yehoshua accepted that suggestion.
Now, Israel had yet to win even one battle!
She did not even fight against the residents of
Jericho, yet they felt that they were powerful
enough not to send the whole army??? They
could do it alone??? Like Achan, they had not
learned the lesson of Yericho. And, like Achan,
they too were punished.

We are blessed to hear the words of the
prophets on each Shabbat and Yom Tov. How
important it is for us, therefore, to spend time
understanding the haftarah from its source
and, by doing so, learning more of the mes-
sages that the prophets leave for us! Their
words were not directed to one generation
alone, for the words of our nevi’im speak to
us today! m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-librar

Norman Zysblat Your expert
in private health insurance
® 0544258671

Don’t wait for a crisis to find out
that you have a serious gap

in your health coverage

Call now 077-9973185
www.daniels-assets.com

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla
usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899
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LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN CQLONY
10 Hilldsheimer st.

Design your own
Luxury PENTHOUSE

e g ) - :
PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET,
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM
Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

5

otal of 1l60sgm , elevator and more
A residence of this distinction seldom enters the market

m, !
6Sigh ﬂoork?/r:e"é
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S 41.600nis
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First session is almost full!

6-WEEK, ONE-OF-A-KIND .00 session filing fast

UNIQUEE&
AUTHENTIG
SUMMER GA
EXPERIENGE
FOR YOUR i::::

A creative, inspiring space.
Music, singing, kumzitz, and art.

Hands-on farm experience.
Explore and express talents.

Learn practical and outdoor skills.

Meaningful projects and growth. 3
£

10-16

WHATSAPP: EMAIL
(©+972 58-705-6863 = info@morashahleyisrael.org

LEARNMORE AT www.morashahleyisrael.org
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THE FIRST SENIOR LIVING RESIDENCE OF ITS KIND FOR THE
RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST COMMUNITY, COMBINING A RICH AND VARIED
LIFE OF SPIRITUALITY AND CULTURE, WITH HIGH QUALITY LIVING.

% = £ i
PROFESSIONAL GUEST A RICH SOCIAL LIFE SPECIALLY DESIGNED

ON-CALL APARTMENTS AND A VARIETY OF FOR THE RELIGIOUS
MEDICAL STAFF FOR FAMILIES ACTIVITIES COMMUNITY

PROTEA IN ELKANARELIGIOUS-ZIONIST SENIOR LIVING

x\‘Q PROTEA IN ELKANA| % 0405

*THE COMPANY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO END THE PROMOTION WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.



Need Money?

Hurry to claim thousands
dollars of refunds

Even if you have no
American income

Child Tax Credit

Education Credit

t. 058-528-1996 US Accountant
David Lonn
S Www.a merican-taxes.com

? david@american-taxes.com

Yehoshua Ben Yehuda

Licensed Practical Engineer in Structural Design

Expert structural design and construction
consulting for homeowners, contractors, and
developers. Receive practical engineering
solutions that combine technical excellence
with real-world building experience.
Bringing over 40 years of construction
experience and 15 years of academic expertise
in Structural Design at Ariel University.

Acedemic Institutions and Structural
Engineering Students can visit my website!

(site is in Hebrew)

% 052-489-0545

@ https://hamanche.co.il

g hamanche.co.il@gmail.com

HAS YOUR DISEASE BEEN IMPACTED BY THE WAR IN ISRAEL?
Are the symptoms of your Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis worse now?

| WANT TO HELP AND AM OFFERING 50% OFF
FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY THE WAR!
Take back control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient
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My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will helpyou  Regain energy = Feelin control again
[t} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
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NEW HOME FOR THE RELIGIOUS- 1ZIONIST

OP

" EICOMMUNITY INFEEKANA-IS-NOW OPEN

-—_p._n.—-—

"PROTEA IN ELKANA - SO MUCH
MORE THAN JUST SENIOR LIVING.
THIS IS A HOME FOR THE RELIGIOUS-
ZIONIST COMMUNITY, COMBINING
THE HOLY AND THE SECULAR, FOR
HIGH QUALITY LIVING WITH A RICH

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY LIFE.”

THERE COMES A STAGE IN LIFE WHEN
YOU WANT TO REMAIN INDEPENDENT
AND ENJOY COMPLETE PRIVACY, BUT
ALSO WANT TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE
COMMUNITY, SECURITY, PROGRAMMING,
SERVICES, AND GOOD PEOPLE WHO ARE
GENUINELY THERE FOR YOU. THIS IS
EXACTLY WHY PROTEA IN ELKANA HAS
OPENED - TO BE A NEW SENIOR LIVING
RESIDENCE FOR THE RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST
COMMUNITY, COMBINING THE HOLY AND
THE SECULAR, FOR HIGH QUALITY LIVING
WITH A RICH RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY LIFE
(INCLUDING DAF YOMI!).

PROTEA IN ELKANA WAS BUILT OUT

OF A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE
RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST LIFESTYLE. THIS IS A
PLACE WHERE YOUR DAY CAN BEGIN WITH
PRAYER OR A TORAH CLASS, CONTINUE
WITH SOME EXERCISE, SWIMMING, GO
TO THE CLUB, A LECTURE, OR A SOCIAL
GATHERING, AND END WITH A PLEASANT
CONVERSATION OVER COFFEE WITH NEW
FRIENDS WHO QUICKLY BECOME CLOSE
ONES.

AT PROTEA IN ELKANA, THE EMPHASIS
IS ON COMBINING REAL PRIVACY WITH
AN ACTIVE, SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY.
RESIDENTS ENJOY A PRIVATE,
COMFORTABLE APARTMENT ALONGSIDE
A SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND SPIRITUAL
FRAMEWORK THAT PROVIDES SECURITY,
ENGAGEMENT, AND A SENSE OF
BELONGING.

IN THIS NEW HOME, RESIDENTS WILL FIND
A SPACIOUS AND WELCOMING LOBBY, AN
INDOOR POOL, A SPA, A FITNESS ROOM, A

\7,

PROTEA IN ELKANA

PROTEA IN ELKANARELIGIOUS-ZIONIST SENIOR LIVING

PROTEA IN ELKANA INVITES YOU TO ENJOY QUALITY
SENIOR LIVING, A WARM COMMUNITY, WITH CULTURE AND
LEISURE, PRAYERS, AND TORAH CLASSES.

CULTURE AND SPORTS HALL, CLUB ROOMS,
A LIBRARY, A BRIDGE ROOM, AN EVENTS
HALL, AND A FANCY MODERN COFFEE BAR.

ONE OF THE CLEAREST EXPRESSIONS OF
WHAT MAKES PROTEA IN ELKANA UNIQUE
IS ITS CAREFUL ADAPTATION TOWARD

THE DAILY LIFE OF THE RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY. THE POOL ALSO OPERATES
DURING SEPARATE HOURS, SO THAT EVERY
RESIDENT, MEN AND WOMEN, CAN ENJOY
IT IN A WAY THAT IS COMFORTABLE AND
FULLY SUITED TO THEM.

SHABBAT AND HOLIDAYS, TOO, HAVE A
SPECIAL PLACE AT PROTEA IN ELKANA.
PRAYERS IN THE SYNAGOGUE, KIDDUSH,
SHABBAT AND HOLIDAY MEALS, SINGING,
TORAH LECTURES, AND A FEELING OF
TOGETHERNESS CREATE AN UPLIFTING
AND ENGAGING COMMUNAL EXPERIENCE.
THE KITCHEN AND BAR OPERATE UNDER
THE SUPERVISION OF THE ELKANA
RABBINATE, AND MEALS ARE SERVED

IN A REFINED AND COMFORTABLE
ATMOSPHERE.

ONE OF THE CORE VALUES HERE IS
CLOSENESS TO FAMILY. AT PROTEA IN
ELKANA, WE UNDERSTAND THAT EVEN
AFTER MOVING TO SENIOR LIVING,

THE DESIRE TO HOST CHILDREN

AND GRANDCHILDREN REMAINS A
NATURAL PART OF LIFE. THEREFORE,
WHEN GRANDPARENTS WANT TO HOST
THEIR GRANDCHILDREN FOR SHABBAT,
DEDICATED GUEST APARTMENTS ARE
AVAILABLE, IN ADDITION TO THE OPTION
OF TAKING PART IN THE SHABBAT AND
HOLIDAY MEALS ON-SITE. IN THIS

WAY, THE FAMILY VISIT BECOMES A
COMPLETE, COMFORTABLE, AND DIGNIFIED

* 9405

EXPERIENCE, WITHOUT GIVING UP THE
FEELING OF BEING AT HOME.

THE APARTMENTS AT PROTEA IN
ELKANA ARE SPACIOUS AND MADE FOR
THE RELIGIOUS WAY OF LIFE. THEY
INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER FEATURES, A
DOUBLE SINK, A DEDICATED SINK FOR
HAND-WASHING, A SHABBAT CLOCK FOR
ELECTRICITY, AND A SUKKAH BALCONY
OVERLOOKING THE VIEW. RESIDENTS
CAN CHOOSE FROM 2.5-, 3-, AND 4-ROOM
APARTMENTS, WITH RICH FEATURES AND
A FULL SENSE OF PRIVACY.

THE LOCATION IN ELKANA, A SHORT
DRIVE FROM THE CENTRAL CITIES,
ALLOWS RESIDENTS TO REMAIN CLOSE
TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHILE ALSO
ENJOYING THE QUIET, THE SCENERY,
OPEN AIR, AND A QUALITY COMMUNITY.

PROTEA IN ELKANA IS SO MUCH MORE
THAN SENIOR LIVING. IT IS A HOME.

A HOME THAT MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO
KEEP LIVING INDEPENDENTLY, HAPPY
AND SECURE, WITHIN A WARM, ACTIVE,
AND VIBRANT RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST
COMMUNITY.

COME CHOOSE THE HOME THAT'S RIGHT
FOR YOU, AND BEGIN THE NEXT CHAPTER
IN A PLACE BUILT WITH YOU IN MIND.
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, known
as the Kotzker Rebbe, was one of the greatest
Hasidic masters of the 19th century, famed for
his sharp and uncompromising insights. He
offers a striking perspective on a pasuk in this
week’s parasha.

When the spies return from Eretz Yisrael,
they describe what they saw:

12) DN WYY NN DD TN IPKY DY)
DYYY2 IR

“We saw there the giants... We were like
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and so we
were in their eyes.” (Bamidbar 13:33)

The spies depict the inhabitants as giants
and themselves as insignificant grasshoppers.
But the final phrase is puzzling: “and so we
were in their eyes.” How could they possibly
know how they were perceived?

Rashi explains that they overheard the
locals speaking and comparing them to

A o .

Religious

Caregiver:

Car owner

For details
050-323-1107
Yossi
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RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
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insects in the vineyards. But the Kotzker
Rebbe offers a deeper explanation. This very
statement, he suggests, is part of their sin. A
person who lives with integrity and clarity
does not become preoccupied with how oth-
ers perceive him. Such a person is anchored,
internally secure, guided by truth rather than
by the shifting opinions of others. The spies,
however, revealed something deeper: “We
were like grasshoppers in our own eyes.” Their
failure began not with the giants outside, but
with the smallness within. Once they saw
themselves as small, they assumed and per-
haps even ensured, that others would see
them that way as well.

The Kotzker sharpens the point even fur-
ther: how a person sees himself is how he
will be seen. Inner insecurity projects out-
ward. Confidence rooted in truth commands
respect. The spies’ fear was not only a fear of
the inhabitants of the land, it was a lack of
belief in themselves, and therefore a lack of
faith in Hashem. Had they truly believed that
Hashem was with them, they would not have
felt like grasshoppers at all.

A similar idea emerges from another teach-
ing associated with the Kotzker. When Hash-
em appears to Moshe at the burning bush, He
tells him:



“Remove your shoes from your feet, for the
place upon which you stand is holy ground.”
(Shemot 3:5).

The Kotzker challenges us to reconsider this
moment. Was that place inherently holy, or
did it become holy because of what transpired
there? His answer is transformative. Kedusha
is not a function of geography but rather itis a
function of consciousness and conduct.

The message is not only that Moshe stood
on holy ground, but that wherever a person
stands can become holy ground, if he lives
with awareness, integrity, and an unequivocal
belief that he stands before God.

The spies failed not only because they
feared giants, but because they forgot where
they were standing. They stood in the pres-
ence of Hashem’s promise, on the threshold
of destiny and yet saw themselves as grass-
hoppers. Moshe, by contrast, stood before a
simple bush in the desert and was told that
he stood on holy ground. The difference is not
the place. The difference is the person.

An individual who sees himself as small
will shrink even in the greatest moments. But
a person who carries within him faith, dig-
nity, and purpose, transforms even the most
ordinary place into holy ground. Perhaps
that is the enduring message of the Kotzker:
Do not ask how others see you. Ask how you
see yourself. Ask whether you are living in a
way that reveals the presence of Hashem in
your life. When a person stands with truth
and purpose and follows the path of the Torah
- he is never standing on ordinary ground.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading
@ Michael 052.286.8626 a

— Photography with feeling
Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography

Unique & New apartment for rent, Dubnov 1,
Talbieh, luxurious building, 270 sqm, 90 sqm

terraces, high-end finishes, 2 parking spots, storage

1l
Ll
Renovated elegant apartment of 120 sqm,

Rehavia/Sha'are Chessed, Sukkah balcony, 5
rooms, elevator, full of light

Luxurious new garden apartment in Talbieh, 230
sgm, 150 sqm, private garden, fully furnished,
premium finishes, S-star hotel facilities

Magpniflicent 300 sqm Penthouse, 200 sqm
terraces, private elevator, private roof garden,
]palnommﬁc views, pr’i\vme s‘wflmming ]pooL javuzzfl

deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il
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Momentary
Momentum

It was a moment of high tension; the spies
had riled up the people against Moshe Rab-
beinu, and bedlam was in the air. At this
moment, Kalev steps
forward and silences
the people. He calms
them down, allows
them to see all the
wonderful things that
Moshe Rabbeinu has
done, and shifts their
vision. Yetin the end,
his words fall on deaf
ears, and the Meraglim convince the people
that it is impossible to conquer the land.
The Torah praises Kalev for his words, and
he is given a great reward. The question
is obvious; Kalev was not successful in his
endeavor to convince the people — why is

Moving without
the moving problems.

1 8.8 8.8 ¢

"Fast and professional, prices were fair. I've used

them four times already."
— DOVID BALLEN - GOOGLE REVIEW

On The Move 054-736-9550
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

he given such a great reward?

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt’l, in Darash Moshe,
teaches us an important principle. There
is a halachic obligation to do whatever is
necessary to save a person’s life, even if
one must desecrate Shabbos in order to do
so. This is true even if the person’s life will
only be extended for a short time. Like-
wise, one is obligated to try and influence
others to do teshuvah,
even if the effect of
those efforts will be
brief. Itis clear that
Kalev did, in fact,
impact the people for
a short time, since
the Meraglim had to
redouble their efforts
thereafter to convince
the people that indeed, it was impossible
for them to enter the land. Thus, for even a
momentary element of teshuvah that Kalev
engendered, he is greatly rewarded.

Rashi teaches us that Kalev’s ploy was
asking the people, “is this all that ben
Amram did for us?” This got the attention
of the people. Then, Kalev mentioned all
the wonderful things that Moshe Rabbeinu
did for them. Rav Chayim Zaitchick zt’, in
Ohr Chadash, notes that these words did,
indeed, impact the people. The nation at
this moment was in a state of high emotion,
riled up against Moshe Rabbeinu. Kalev’s
words allowed them to calm down, even
for a brief time, and their rebellious state
was slightly subdued. Therefore, when they



were punished, the full wrath of Hashem
was not measured against them to the same
extent.

It is well known that Rav Yisrael Salanter
zt’l taught that one who sins with a sigh and
a feeling of regret is not punished the same
way as one who sins with the fullness of
their being. The story is told of a merchant
who ordered all of the sefarim of the Chafetz
Chayim zt’l, except the sefer on the laws of
Loshon Hara. He explained that since he is
a merchant, and interacts with people all
day, there is no way he can observe these
laws. The Chafetz Chayim told this man that
he had raised this issue with Rav Salanter
before publishing the sefer. Rav Salanter
responded that it was worth publishing the
sefer if even one Jew, while still speaking
Loshon Hara, would feel an angst when
doing so. This feeling of remorse will dra-
matically change the nature of the sin.

Two important lessons from one small
act. Our responsibility is to try to save
another, even for a brief period, from
their ‘spiritual demise.” One is considered
successful if one is able to bring down the
intensity of the level of the sin. m

CAREER COUNSELING

Heren Frohlich

Career Guidance

Career Change

Effective Job Search

wiaw_kerencarear.org.il .

Refuah Shleima to
Norman Brainin

WATERPROOF

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture

* Sealing solutions

* Water damage

* Roof coating

» Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

» High standerd interior -

exterior painting —f==
* Licensed & insured

Mmildew
expert

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

FOR SALE!
3 BEDROOM
APARTMENT
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.

*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop
daily program
*30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish
*Trips, excursions & weekly live
musical performances
*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in
private Mamad room
*Transportation ideal. Walking
distance to buses & trains.
*Apartment & Machsan registered in
Tabu in your name
*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur
Mugan in Israel

OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE NEGOTIABLE.

To see apartment & ask questions, contact
Shmuel - Ogma Nechasim 050-7971552
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HA!!
IN THE GOLAN RAINIA

DE S I GN

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

New premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Most villas with private swimming pool.

- g i e ] Villas starting
or more informarion conracr vanie ohen from 2.85m NIS

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il

20/80 payment terms
—a' pm B ‘LM'HJJ'.'B CEESON Delivery summer 2028




OPEN DAYS

Book a private consultation and discover
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HaRama - luxury villa living in Katzrin

® Ra'anana
Thurs 11th & Tues 23rd June

® Modi'in & Hashmonaim
Fri 12th & Wed 24th June

@ Beit Shemesh, RBS,
Yad Binyamin
Tues 16th & Thurs 25th June

® Jerusalem
Tues 9th & Wed 17th June

® Efrat
Wed 10th & Thurs 18th June

o Katzrin, Golan
Any time!!

Why Anglo buyers are choosing
Katzrin?

“It’s the chance to have a high quality of
living in the middle of nature”
— Rob, Katzrin

“Katzrin offers something truly unique:
Golan beauty, a fantastic community and a
super-chill way of life.”

— Lucy, Katzrin

“Katzrin is the perfect place in Israel to
raise a family. It has everything you need
without any of the stress in the center,
where kids are free and life is focused on
simple joys.”

— Cathy, Katzrin

To book your one-to-one appointment, or for more information

contact Daniel Cohen

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il
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Herzog

International
by Herzog College

Master

Tanakh

with a Master's Degree
in Teaching Tanakh & Parshanut

Learn online with international Tanakh experts
from Herzog College in Israel

Study in your own time plus join a two-week semester in
Isreal, summer of 2027 for Tanakh & Archaeology courses

Courses include Sefer Shemot, David HaMelech, Yechezkel,
Shivat Tzion, Hassidut, Parshanut, Ethics & Morals, Intrinsic
Motivation, and Student-Centered Learning

1

Earn an M.A. in 2 years at a special low price

i

Expert teaching faculty includes:
o~ N

Rabbi Prof. Daniel Reiser Dr. Yael Ziegler Dr. Yosefa Fogel Wruble Rabbi Dr. David Fohrman

7i=¢ Find out more at global.herzog.ac.il/MA




RANLEWY?

Discover your new living experience in Jerusalem. At Mediterranean

Towers, in the heart of the vibrant Arnona neighborhood, a high-

quality and diverse community awaits you — a rich world of cultural,

leisure, and enrichment activities, alongside a meticulously crafted

living standard. Now is the time to choose an uncompromising quality

of life, in a perfect location within the city, with the welcoming feeling
of home from the very first moment

Register for the lecture and get a glimpse
of life with us
May-June 2026 | 10:30-12:00 (90 minutes)

o ~0(10
1 Nnon TN
TIIND I T migdalei.co.il



SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Parshat Shelach concludes with the familiar
pesukim of the third passages of Kriat Shema,
and the mitzva of tzitzit.

The pasuk tells us:

Ur'Item Oto, Uzchartem et kol mitz-
votai-You shall see the tzitizit and be reminded
of all my mitzvot.

Chazal in the Sifri, taught: "Kol
Hamekayem mitzvat tzitzit, k'ilu
kayeim kol hatorah kula-" All
who fulfill the mitzva of tzitzit, it
is considered as if they fulfilled the
entire Torah.”

How are we to understand this
powerful statement from the Sifii?
What is the true significance of the F==
mitzva of Tztizit, that our Chazal would con-
sider it as being equal to or representative of
the entire Torah?

The Shelah HaKadosh zy'a, points to a
verse in Yeshaya 26 - 390 n7ix %0 >3 - your
dew, is like the dew of light....

Talecha- is referring to talit shelcha-
your talit! Your talit upon which you have
attached tzitizit, is a source of light. The
word orot(Lights) is equal in gematria to 613,

s SUNDAYS

Live on Zoom
9PMIL [ 2 PM EDT

OLIM PAVEWAY

TOOLBOX TALKS

28 minutes
of tachlis tips
for olim.

{'."-: E=3 _f‘ e = ———
B3 Toolbox Arohives: hitps:fwwwyoulube.com/BOlmPrawyYideo
&) Rogister here: hites/loiremenaycom/ol-evorts/
@ Olim Paveway: hitp/iolmpaveway.com &)

GO0

40 TORAH TIDBITS 1663 / SHELACH

Rabbi Sholom Noach
Berezovsky zt'"l

corresponding to the taryag mitzvot.

The Netivot Slonim, the Slonimer Rebbe
zy'a, offers a beautiful insight regarding this
very question. The Rebbe suggests that the var-
ious knots of the tztizit represent the eternal
connection between Hashem and the Jewish
people. More so, the Talit and its
tzitiziot represent both sides of that
eternal bond and commitment.
The Tzitizit, serve not only as a
vehicle to demonstrate our love
and fidelity to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu and the Torah HaKedosha, but
also by wrapping ourselves in the
Tzitzit, we are symbolically being
enveloped by Hashem's proverbial
embrace, to experience Hashem's love and
commitment to each and every member of
Klal Yisrael.

The mitzvah of Tzitizit, explains the Rebbe,
therefore indeed is equal to or representa-
tive of the entire Torah, because it serves to
remind us that indeed within every single
mitzvah, lies this inherent dual opportunity-
to both demonstrate our love and fidelity to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and simultaneously
to experience Hashem's loving embrace and
commitment to each and every one of us.

The Rebbe explains in this beautiful teach-
ing, that even if we view this and every
mitzvah as an opportunity to cling to God,
to demonstrate our love and fidelity to the
Master of the Universe, that love and fidelity
pales in comparison to the enduring love
that Hashem feels for the Jewish People.

The Rebbe's keen insight regarding this



mitzvah of tzitizit really provides us with a New from Maggid/Koren Books
new understanding of how we relate to each Also available in bookstores

of the mitzvot. (Indeed, those of us who were “Nothing less than a five star masterpiece”
fortunate to learn together with us on Shavuot Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
night, might recall that we addressed the
importance of viewing every mitzvah, exactly

. . The Jewish Journey
as the Slonimer Rebbe outlines for us so clearly Through Loss:
in this beautiful short teaching...) From Death to
Mitzvot are not solely an opportunity to Healing
cling to Hashem, to demonstrate our com- .
mitment and trust in the Ribono Shel Olam, SR SN Dr. Batya L. Ludman
but also to simultaneously experience Hash- GINA JUNGER & Gina Junger
. . . - o
em's divine embrace, to realize that Hashem s . :
bestows his unending love upon all of Klal The authors offer a sourcebook on their topic

Yisrael in a manner that will not only educate and
inform, but console and inspire its readers.

May each of us be blessed to be able to see Especially useful are the tips offering concrete

every mitzvah as a vehicle to demonstrate and practical advice to those who
. . confront the trials and tribulations
our love and fidelity to the Ribono Shel Olam inherent in the “journey through loss’.
and the Torah HaKedosha, and to simultane- LA
. , L. Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb SCAN HERE
ously feel and experience Hashem's divine OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
embrace. ®

qRona N
Angel Realty W

HUNDREDS OF

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

For Sale in Efrat

Everything from R’ Copperman was Zayit:
smooth and easy. Any questions or _ 2,750,000 NIS
problems we had were explained away Zayit:
and answered up for effortlessly.

N 4.950.000 NIS
|ll’ ru A

leey Frank, Arnona, JSM Dekel:
L 2.470.000 NIS
Write Your Halachic Will Today Dagan:
3.690.000 NIS
halachicwill.com Dekel: 247 M
2.55 M
Rav Menachem Copperman For Sale in Elazar
Certified Dayan & Expert 2.570.000
in Jewish Law 3.850.000 NIS
0544-731052

info@kadatvkadin.com
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DRAWER
~ISN'T AVAULT.

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.

IFIT'S IM ANT - IT SHOUI BE
AT HOME

BRICKSTONE JERUS RIVATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

24/7 International 7 Personal
security | standards [ service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
WITH THIS AD THRU JUNE

| C B
- { @ } ‘“ | E o
: Clal building, *9936 Ext.2

BRICKSTONE
1ot 97 yafo street, Jerusalem.  www.brickstone.co.il

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv
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Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment
\ i s "L ‘ ~

2y & T
These anatomical renderings are for illustration purposes only. Individual results may vary.

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

Dr. Gershon Zinger
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeon Israel & US%]
doctorzinger.com/arthritis Chayaco@szmc.or

Elegant luxury living in the heart of
Jerusalem. Approximately 240 sqm on one
level, in a prestigious new building,
featuring a large sukkah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, private parking, and storage.

Enjoy breathtaking 27,000,000 nis
Jerusalem views, an ;
exceptional location, andjt

rare combination of 4%\l

spacious single-levefliving

beauty, and moder \

convenience in on ftht j '

city’'s most sought L
neighborhoods.

Nahum Glatzer
050-7225694




= | EISNERAMPER

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both
individuals and organizations - from family offices to investment funds,
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper
can support your growth and success.
contactisrael@eisneramper.com

@ ANGLO NOW YOU CAN FIND AN AMAZING ANGLO DOCTOR -

the

DOCTORS: RIGHT ON WHATSAPP

DIRECTORY Skip the search. Our Al assistant matches you with the perfect
_ oleh doctor from 200+ on the directory.

Scan to find a

-~ Anglo Doctors in Israel Bot
& Ang Doctor

I'm looking for a Meuhedet endocrinalogist
2854 W

Here is 1 doctor who matches your request:

Dr. Eli Miller MD

Specialty: Endocrinalogy

Cities: Rehovot, Remote

Available: Online, Home Visits

Listing type: Private, Kupah

Kupah: Meuhedet, Maccabi

Link: https./www.anglodoctorsisrael.com 1-972 50- 325'“‘)93
{doctors/eli/miller

« {E_} - Supported by
; There may be more matching doctors in the ng N ESh
full directory. Visit anglodoctorsisrael. com to WO)21B'Nefesh

see them all.

www.anglodoctorsisrael.com
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(1 |
Gluck Real Estate 3&&, 7;%&% ;;/, S;ﬂé@/

LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET..RIGHT ON THE MESILA.

Asking
9.5m nis

MOVE TO BAKA. DON'T COMPROMISE ON SPACE!
167 Sgm. Thinkin a/:ef&'/zyg?
6 Bedrooms  Callme for a free estimale Zfadnﬂ/

Fully Renovated Triplex Call RACHEL GLUCK |
5 Balconies (Sukkah) 052-478-9193 \

We guarantee that you
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and

certified technicians. AIR CONDITIONING

Engineering, Design & Installation

Send your plans for @ 02_628_8282

free engineering. or Email us at info@tzviair.com
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SHERLOCKS
New Summer Collection has

Arrived

Mens and womens hats in all styles and sizes

< IRy J(l/” S
“--D—-."“”:‘.’P* M BAILEY

Denton Hats I

- Dorot RisHoNIM 3, JERUSALEM

TEL: 02 §63-7155

YESHURUMN CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE

'YESHURUN .

YOU HEAR,

% AND PRAYERS 3 °
YOU FEEL.

< YAMIM NORAIM AT YESHURUN ~$=--:;'_

With 2 warm and welcoming community,
uplifting prayers that touch the heart and soul

r’; A HOLY AND

" -".gj .:'@ @ ./ SPIRITUAL

" oauitel and Insptrn Wi the participstion | ATMOSPHERE |
e M...T;‘._J".'.'dkf by - The uplifting chazan %’! \ ;'w.f;:a:;', -11,! i\ FOR THE J
b Moshe Slushtz Avraham Barenholtz Yitzchak Meir Helfgot '\ HIGH HOLIDAYS // \1
Ef5-2 7
¥ =

' . RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY! Sz

SECURE YOUR SPOT NOW!
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Rav Chanan Porat zt’l was a unique ish esh-
kolot or ‘renaissance man’, a talmid chacham
and poet, paratrooper and educator, in love
with the Nation, Torah and Land of Israel.
A founder of Gush Emunim, he was also a
pioneer, builder and eventually a Member
of Knesset. Rav Chanan was often sought
out for his comments on current events. He
spoke with passion and wit, and was never
shy about sharing his opinions.

Rav Chanan’s daughter Tirtza described
how one afternoon, he was sitting with a sefer
open in front of him, pen in hand writing his
weekly Torah column, and fielding non-stop
calls on two different phone lines. At one
point, the producer of a popular prime-time
Israeli television show called to ask Rav Chan-
an if he would appear on the program.

In the midst of the hustle and bustle, Rav
Chanan paused for a moment, furrowed his
brow in contemplation and calmly asked the
producer, “Do you think that my participation
will give nachat ruach to HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
pleasure to the Holy One? Will it be marbeh
kvod Shamayim, increasing the Divine honor?”

Taken aback, the television producer was
unable to answer definitively, and offered a
hesitant Tm not sure....”

“Well, if that is the case, then I will have to
pass. Thank you.”
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Our Parsha leads us on a saga of tragic,
painful events coming on the heels of genera-
tions of suffering and exile.

According to Ramban, although the end of
the story is disastrous, the Meraglim had holy
intentions. Bnei Yisrael had been escorted and
sustained by the Well of Miriam, led by a pil-
lar of fire and surrounded by clouds of glory.
Their sojourn in the desert was one of constant
miracles and revealed Divine providence. Why,
they considered, should they enter the Land of
Israel only to be forced to engage its inhab-
itants in battle, build cities and deal with the
complex material needs of a worldly society?
Why should they enter a situation in which
they had to put aside spiritual pursuits enough
to work the land and cultivate fields, when they
were enjoying the life of Deveikus and being
nourished by Manna that fell from Heaven?

The Meraglim intended to keep us in the
ideal spiritual environment of the Midbar,
nestled in a womb-like experience where
we wouldn’t be busied with ‘lowly’ worldly
affairs that could interfere with our connec-
tion to Hashem. What they failed to take into
account was actually the most important fac-
tor: ratzon Hashem, the Divine will and desire.
In following the report and influence of the
Spies, we engaged in an embarrassing rebel-
lion against Hashem’s will.

When we are so certain in our belief of the
righteousness of our cause, we can become
filled with kavod atzmi, self-importance.
This is a subtle act of theft; kavod belongs to
Hashem. When taking kavod for ourselves,



Hashem’s kavod is diminished in the world,
so-to-speak.

After Moshe’s plea for forgiveness, Hashem
says, “Salachti k’dvarecha, 1 have forgiven
them in accordance with your word. Howev-
er, as surely as I live, v’yemalei k'vod Hashem
es kol ha-aretz, and the glory of G-d fills all of
the earth... all the people haro’im es kvodi,
who while seeing My glory, and the signs that
I performed in Egypt and in the desert, have
tested me these ten times and not listened to
My voice... they will not see the Land that I
swore to their fathers.” (14:20-23)

In meting out the repercussions of the
Nation’s lack of faith and following the
Meraglim, HaKadosh Baruch Hu reminds us
that His glory and presence, His kavod, fills
the earth. There is no place devoid of Hashem.
The ratzon Hashem is that we should reveal
this omnipresent glory throughout “all the
earth” by creating a dira b’tachtonim, a dwell-
ing for Hashem in the lower’, physical world.
Our mundane, physical day-to-day acts are
themselves a revelation of Hashem on earth.

While holy and well-intended, the mistake
of the Meraglim teaches us how clear we
must be regarding our higher purpose: to
bring Nachas Ruach to Hashem and be mar-
beh k’vod Shamayim. May we have the cour-
age to “pass” on any offer that is not aligned
with Hashem’s desire to dwell here, in our

&mnumullng bllh

ALL SEAL

DI 1A B
RE-ROOFING B WATERFROOFING

Why replace?
When you can restore

* Re Roofing seamless

UV coating waterprooﬁng
» Balcony waterproofing
* Bathroom waterproofing
* Mold Remediation/Removal
* Comes with a no-leak warrant :

055-307-3148

My, Espariol, Frangais & English

30

yoars
experience /S8

world and within ourselves. ®

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul
5786)

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

= —

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORVALLYY.OURsR

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143

Sales and
Renovatlons

'I\ Avraham Lev:
0586927574
\ E‘,jf Property Management
and Mamtenance

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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OU Israel | Women's Division
oot Pllommerws (hoir
Weekly Choir Sessions
Under the direction of Hadassah Jacob

Bringing the Words
of Torah to Life!

NEW LOCATION
Diskin 1

To join, call Hadassah at 052-384-7230
OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

This Week's Inspiration

THE APPLIANCE =;
DOCTOR £
SHLOMO ROSHGADOL 1
os58-558-2630 i
All brands, all models ‘ﬁ

Jl In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i

and everywhere in between.

Service within 24 hours.

Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
)

1979 NNYY NI

AN 12102 APy’ oYY

*The schedule is subject
to change

Subscribe to our

OU Israel Whalsapp
Community for all
information related to
OU lsrael classes and
programs, including
last minute schedule
changes and updates,
by scanning

the QR Code above.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY

The Bais (for Men) Semichat
Chaver Program Rav
Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel
YitzchakKeren Hayesod St.

7:00 PM

Dorot Choir with
Hadassah Jacob
@ Diskin 1 St.




Il Torah Learning with OU Israel p]

UESDAY 0U Israel is supported by the Jewish
- Federation of Broward County w Federn‘hon
JUNE 9

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:10 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaMNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM : EI ik

- : Scan to Join the Whatsapp gt
Torah T_apEStr!Es with Group of the OU Israel I‘ .
Mrs. Shira Smiles o

Women's Division [E=Es

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Pragrams in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!1!

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

11 -




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

EDNESDAY
JUNE 10

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,
24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20AM

Contemporary Issues

in Halacha and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

DR O

#THEOUISRAEL

PLEASE NOTE:

All programs and classes
will operate strictly in
accordance with Home

Front Command guidelines.

Please scan the attached
QR code to join our
WhatsApp groups for
schedule updates.

JUNE 11

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Community Beit Midrash Program
@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,
Corner of Leib Yaffe and Siegfried
Moses Street

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parshat Hashavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 P.M
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

PROGRAM SPONSORS

hit

Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat
Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”’h

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026
academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David 2"l
'7”T,0{727 N2V V'NN DNANAN A 7TID DNIn
7T, 7T'N AINI A7 AN N2 A'h DY

Sponsored for the
2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist 2”I
'7°T IN'7T N2 XN'O VAW'IX

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Sponsored for the
2025-2026 academic year
by Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter
for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNW1 171v7
707 Y77 2 27T A"V N'TINA NA AN

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”|
by Robyn Pocker

Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat
Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”’h

054-281-4604 or to donate onlin

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”’|
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”’|
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a’’h,
zichronam livracha, parents of
Judy & Menachem Marcus

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v7
'7”T AN7W |2 210 DWI A’V DANANX N2 DD

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

U

THANKYOU
f /, onr'S /)gnga‘f & /

Sponsor A shiur / Torah Tidbits

please contact S
Josh Churney: S
054-281-4604 (‘ Wfe
or donate online gmt e
www.ouisrael.or
donate/ou-israel-center/

*HC000




Glones wilh Gou!:

Prepare for Tisha B'Av with a Special
Twilight Old City Walk with Rabbi Sam Shor

SUNDAY JULY 5, 6:15 PM

Meet at the #38 Bus Stop inside the main parking
lot of Jewish Quarter at 6pm
70 NIS per person-Limited Spaces-RSVP’s Required

Register with the link provided:
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/old-city-wal

Wi rea vy

apTnnn
TR AN’y

BASYA TEITELBAUM LEAH HERZOG RAV YOSEF ZVIRIMON  RAV MICHAEL FRIEDMAN
Words of Introduction  To Be in the Midbar:  Finding Strength in the Tammuz and Trauma:
Finding Hashem in In-Batween A Helistic Approach to
Unlikely Spaces National Healing

Monday, June 15 Beit Midrash Torani Leumi 50 NIS,
9:15 am = 1:00 pm 5Reuven Street Brunch Included

Musical Hallel by

Yocheved Shull and Yocheved Kernfeld, . Register at:
musical accompaniment by Miri Miller  -OUisraelorg/events/tammuz20268S
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0CANMP DROR |

AVAILABLE

DON'T WMISS DROR ‘26
Register Today
" www.campdror.com +972502022085

——



FOR ADULTS WITH I
SPECIALNEEDS .

FINAL SPOTS:
FILLINGOP =
REGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!

i . {

JOIN US FOR YACHAD NOFESH!

Nofesh is a Yachad summer program that offers adults with special needs a joyful, meaningful vacation filled
with fun, learning, and connection. Through engaging recreational, educational, religious, and social
experiences, participants build new skills and lasting friendships. Each person leaves feeling rejuvenated,

empowered, and deeply connected.

() CAMP DATES: Up North:
REGISTERNOW (> )

Ages:
July 15-29 2026 Hodayot 24+

FOR MORE INFO @ https://yachad.campintouch.com/
AND TO APPLY:

Aviyah Atkin
ui/forms/application/camper/App

053-283-2010 @ atkina@ou.org

SUMMER VOCATIONAL

PROGRAM FOR YOUNG

ADULTS WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS

FINAL SPOTS
FILLINGOP -
REGISTER BY JUNE'}
»' 10TH!

REGISTERNOW (>)

R MORE INFO @ https://yachad.campintouch.

. . . Aviyah Atkin
ui/forms/application/camper/App /campamichai.org/registel

053-283-"
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NCSY ISRAEL PRESENTS

5 INSPIRATION & _.
i TORAH LEARNING F
W

FOR9™.12™ GRADE BOYS &GIRLS
& NCSY ALUMNI

SDEROT YITZCHAK RABIN 10, JERUSALEM
WITH HOLY BAGEL LUNCH & ZALMAN'S DINNER

SPECIAL WORKSHOPS WITH

BEATIE DEUTSCH, DEBBIE
HIRSCH & R’ URI PILICHOWSKI
EXCLUSIVE PANEL FEATURING

R’ EPHRAIM RIMEL, R’ LEO DEE
AND ORIT MARK-ETTINGER
INSPIRING MUSICAL EVENING WITH

R’ NOAM KOENIGSBERG
AND FEATURED KEYNOTE SPEAKER
TZVIKA MOR

REGISTERBY JUNE 7 AT

W9o) Nefesh
ISRAEL.NCSY.ORG R URBS

YAIR is sponsored in loving memory of Phil Konigsberg: 71 2j7U' 12 '7&'D 7Ny




ZEMIRA DZAROWSKI REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES ~ MIRIAM TANNENBAUM DR. IVIKA MOR

Director, OU isael Wormen's Givision Ahavat Chinam: From Personal Pain
Core of Chessed
Words of Introduction Froblems and Possibiilties  to Jewish Strength

- Tuesday, Junelé  Beit Knesset Hanasi 50 shekel

L . 915am-100pm  yssishkin 24 includes brunch

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/tammuz2026

[rETr—— . '!“ m
GET READY FOR
UNFORGETTABLE SUMME‘

A

‘4% GIRLS GRADES10-12 - §.

APPLY NOW AT CHAIGIRLS.NCSY.ORG!
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Wednesday, June17 ; Matnas Meitarim
8:00 PM . (Bat19, Kiryat Moshe

Avigail Sheinfeld: 77"n nwN
Through music and personal reflection, a
miluim wife shares her ongoing story of
nunx and resilience since October 7
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Our Sages decreed that one may not bake
dairy bread, meaning bread containing milk,
butter, or other dairy ingredients mixed into
the dough. Since the finished product of
dairy bread is generally indistinguishable
from pareve bread, and bread serves as a
staple component of most meals, there is a
concern that dairy bread may inadvertently
be eaten together with meat. To prevent such
confusion, Chazal prohibited the production
and consumption of dairy bread.

However, the Gemara provides two excep-
tions to this decree. First, if the bread is made
in a distinctive shape, it serves as a clear
reminder that the bread is dairy and will not
be mistakenly consumed with meat. Second,
if only a small quantity is produced — an

German Colony Unique Apartment! New on
the market!! 125 + Sukkah balcony, TAMA
startingimmediately, large storage, parking.
Price: 7.8M NIS (flexible). Rechavia Garden
Apartment! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
separate unit, massive garden, parking.

Shifra Lopian 0526735300
Rivka Talesnick 0526969956
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amount expected to be consumed within a
single meal or a single day — the concern of
confusion is significantly reduced. The Shul-
chan Aruch (YD 97:1) and later authorities
(see Aruch Hashulchan 97:3-6) codify both
exceptions as acceptable. In this article, we
will examine the parameters and timing of
these allowances.

The Gemara (Pesachim 36:a) explicitly uses
the term “kneading,” stating that one may
not knead dough with milk or other dairy
ingredients. A simple reading suggests that
the prohibition begins at the moment the
dairy ingredient is mixed into the dough.

The Yad Yehuda (97:3), however, explains
that this is not necessarily the case. The mere
act of mixing milk into dough does not auto-
matically render the dough prohibited, since
one may still utilize either of the two recog-
nized exceptions after the dough has been
prepared. For example, one may subsequent-
ly shape the dough into distinctive forms or
divide it into smaller portions that qualify
under the allowance for limited quantities.

Later authorities discuss an additional
scenario: May one intentionally add a small
amount of milk to dough when the milk will
be halachically nullified, constituting less
than one-sixtieth of the mixture?

All authorities agree that if this occurred
inadvertently, the dough and resulting bread
may be consumed even with meat. Since the
milk is halachically nullified, no violation
of Basar Bechalav has occurred. This is evi-
dent from the ruling of the Rema in a related



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

area of kashrut (see YD 99:6). Furthermore,
such bread would not be classified as “dairy
bread” for purposes of the rabbinic decree.

The question, however, is whether one
may intentionally add a small amount of
milk for this purpose. The later authorities
are divided. The Minchat Yaakov (60:1)and
the Gilyon Maharsha (YD 97:1) prohibit doing
S0, arguing that intentionally nullifying an
ingredient is itself prohibited under estab-
lished halachic principles.

The Chavat Da’at (97:2) and Responsa
Mahari”t (YD 2:18) disagree They argue that
the prohibition against intentionally nullify-
ing an ingredient applies only to substances
that are independently prohibited, such as
non-kosher food. Dairy products themselves
are entirely permissible; therefore, adding
a minute amount of milk to dough, where
it will be nullified, is allowed even if one
intends to consume the bread with meat.

Since there are many aspects of this specif-
ic Shail”a one should consult with their Rav.

If dairy bread was baked without utiliz-
ing one of the permitted exceptions, can
anything be done afterward to permit its
consumption?

Several later authorities discuss whether
the bread may be divided into smaller por-
tions after baking. Some cite a tradition from
an ancestor of Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschitz
(Kereti U’Pleiti 97:1) who permitted such a
solution, even if the division occurred after
baking.

The Chavat Da’at (97:3) and many later

authorities disagree. In their view, once the
bread has been baked in a prohibited man-
ner, no subsequent modification can remove
the prohibition. The bread remains prohibit-
ed regardless of later alterations.

This dispute has important practical impli-
cations for modern commercial bakeries that
produce dairy bread and indicate its status
on the packaging.

In Responsa Even Yisrael (9:24) rules that
a dairy label on the packaging is sufficient to
permit the bread, even according to the strin-
gent position of the Chavat Da’at. He explains
that the Gemara’s prohibition applies to the
act of kneading. Just as it is permissible to
knead dough with the intention of forming
it into small rolls or a distinctive shape, so
too it is permissible to knead dough with the
intention of placing a clear dairy label on the
packaging or on the bread itself. According to
this approach, the stringent authorities only
prohibit cases where the dough was knead-
ed without any intention to make a special
shape or small amount and only afterward,
once the bread had already become pro-
hibited, was an attempt made to rectify the
situation.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Mesoret Moshe
3:193) is quoted as rejecting this ruling,
maintaining that a label does not satisfy
the requirements of the rabbinic decree. A
strong proof for this position may be found
in the rulings of earlier authorities, who
require that the identifying reminder (hek-
er) be part of the bread itself. The Chamudei
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Daniel (2:18) writes that the reminder must
remain on the loaf, since if the identifying
feature were removed or partially consumed,
confusion could still result. Since packaging
is merely an external wrapper and not part
of the bread itself, it cannot be considered a
valid heker.

OU Kosher follows this majority position
and does not permit bakeries to produce
standard loaves of dairy bread based solely
on labels or signs placed on store shelves.
Consumers in Israel should be aware, how-
ever, that several bakeries rely on the more
lenient opinion and consider labeling suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirements of the
decree.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

I'm Janet Arbiv, 78, a grandmother of four. | live

> and need dial

way back to life. Can you help?

WHO CAN DONATE
Men aver the age of 27
Women who have finished having children

TALK TO JANET'S CHILDREN

.com

OR VIA MATNAT CHAIM

kilya.org.il/personaltranplat/jant-arbiv

Scan for full info

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE
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Join the OU Israel Partnership
Be part of strengthening Jewish life across Israel

Annual support from just

360 NIS per couple ®]37[E]
For more information Josh Churney:
joshc@ouisrael.org
OUISRAEL.ORG/PARTNERSHIP

0] OU ISRAEL IMPACTS THOUSANDS.
YOUR PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT
POSSIBLE

* Enhancing life for afim and their families across lsrael

+ Expanding Torah and community programming nationwide

* Distributing 14,000 Torah Tidbits weekly across lsrael

* Saving and transforming the lives of thousands of teens at risk

| 054-281-4604
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U e helps the needy when they cry out to Him..."

"&% Director: Menachem Persoff |
. www.yeshezra.org

Please donate generously
to advance our crucial work.

Assisting: the sick, elderly,
financially challenged, substance
abusers,single mothers, terror
victims, Bar/Bat Mitzvas,
Hachnassat Kallah and more.
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GEULAS YISRAEL

N
ZION

The Voices
of Faith

It is difficult to stand against a crowd. It is
even more difficult when that crowd is led by
respected and influential figures. Yehoshua
faced both challenges. He rejected the slan-
derous report of ten distinguished nesi’im or
tribal leaders and refused to be swept along
by the panic they created. Where did he draw
that inner strength from?

ROLE MODELS

The Torah records a private encounter
between Yehoshua and his mentor, Moshe
Rabbeinu, just before the mission began.
Yehoshua was Moshe’s trusted and loyal
talmid. He had led the Jewish army in bat-
tle against Amalek. He had waited patiently
at the foot of Har Sinai while our nation
descended into the frenzy of the egel hazahav.
He had zealously defended Moshe’s honor,
urging action against Eldad and Meidad when
they prophesied in a manner that appeared to
challenge Moshe’s authority.

On the eve of the mission to Israel, Moshe
renamed his talmid Yehoshua, changing
his name from Hoshea. The new name was
meant to empower him. Moshe believed in his
talmid and in his ability to stand for truth in
the face of falsehood and slander.

According to Chazal, the name change was
not merely a vote of confidence; it was also a
tefillah. Moshe sensed that this mission was
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perilous and could end in disaster. He prayed,
“Kah yoshiacha mei’atzat meraglim,” asking
that Hashem protect Yehoshua from the coun-
sel of the spies. By embedding that prayer
within Yehoshua’s name, Moshe hoped to give
him the strength to withstand the conspiracy
and remain faithful to the truth. Moshe was
doing more than offering a prayer. He was
reinforcing a relationship that had shaped
Yehoshua’s character and faith.

Religious virtues are often learned more
effectively through people than through
abstract ideas. Most of us can distinguish
right from wrong in the tranquility of our
own thoughts. Yet in the heat of the moment,
when emotions surge and pressures mount,
that clarity can become clouded, and we suc-
cumb to lesser instincts.

My rebbe, Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, once
remarked that when facing a moral challenge
or a test of character, we should not begin by
asking what the correct choice is. Instead, we
should identify a moral role model whose
integrity and moral judgment we deeply
admire and ask ourselves how that person
would respond in these circumstances. Mor-
al wisdom is often learned more powerfully
through personal example than through
abstract principles.

The same is true of faith. We can study faith
as an abstract idea, but our deepest source of
faith is often the people we encounter who
embody it in real time. In a landmark essay
entitled “The Source of Faith Is Faith Itself,”
Rav Aharon Lichtenstein described the impact
of the role models who shaped his religious



life:

“What I received from all my mentors, at
home or in yeshiva, was the key to confront-
ing life, particularly modern life, in all its
complexity: the recognition that it was not so
necessary to have all the answers as to learn
to live with the questions. Regardless of what
issues—moral, theological, textual or histor-
ical—vexed me, I was confident that they
had been raised by masters far sharper and
wiser than myself; and if they had remained
impregnably steadfast in their commitment,
so should and could I.”

Faith is not sustained solely by arguments
and ideas. It is strengthened by witnessing
people of conviction confront uncertainty,
wrestle with difficult questions, and remain
steadfast in their commitment. In moments
of crisis, we do not draw strength only from
ideas we believe. We draw strength from peo-
ple who maintained belief, and believed in us.

MASORAH AND JEWISH HISTORY

What about the second hero of the
meraglim debacle? What about Calev, who
also opposed the conspiracy and refused to
allow the propaganda campaign to distort
his judgment? He emerges from the story as
something of an unknown figure. Although
Chazal suggest that he married Miriam, the
Torah itself records no special relationship
between him and Moshe Rabbeinu. How did
he find the faith to withstand this campaign
of slander and fear? Where did he draw his
inner strength from?

The Gemara in Sotah provides the answer.
As the spies made their way through the Land
of Israel, the Torah describes their journey
southward: “Vaya’alu baNegev.” The contin-
uation of the verse then records a solitary
detour to Chevron—*“Vayavou ad Chevron.”
All the spies traveled through the south, but

g DR AVRESAS GUNDLE D0
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& Brain Fog
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only one visited Chevron. Chazal explain that
Calev separated from the group and jour-
neyed to the graves of the Avot in Me’arat
Hamachpeilah.

Our forefathers sacrificed so much for
the future of the Jewish people and for the
Land of Israel. Now, all that they had invest-
ed seemed to be in jeopardy. Standing at
their graves, Calev prayed for the strength
to defend their legacy and remain loyal to
their mission. Though he lacked the personal
mentorship that Yehoshua enjoyed, he found
inspiration in a different source. If Yehoshua
drew courage from his rebbe, Calev drew it
from the sweep of Jewish history. The past
gave Calev the courage to defend the future.
Standing among the graves of the Avot, he
remembered that he was part of a story far
larger than himself. Sometimes the strength to
face an uncertain future comes from remem-
bering the generations who entrusted that
future to us.

THE BALANCE

These two portraits of Yehoshua and Calev
present very different sources of strength and
faith. We draw inspiration from the extraor-
dinary people we encounter in our own lives.
At the same time, we draw strength from the
past, from towering figures whom we never
met but whose lives left an indelible imprint
upon Jewish history.
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It is important to balance these two sources
of inspiration. We need living role models who
can help us navigate contemporary questions
and modern challenges. It is risky to speculate
about what figures who lived hundreds of
years ago would have said about issues they
never confronted in a world so different from
their own. It is easy to become a ventriloquist
for voices that are no longer here to speak for
themselves. Too often, sweeping claims are
made about what the Rambam would have
thought about a particular issue, when in truth
there is little way of knowing. Faith is transmit-
ted through a mesorah, but every generation
requires people who can apply that mesorah
to new realities.

However, there is also a danger that we
become too locked into the present and lose
sight of the broader sweep of the past. Con-
temporary trends and hashkafic currents can
appear so powerful and all-consuming that
they seem to define the only legitimate path
of avodat Hashem. At times, it is healthy to
step back and remember that previous gener-
ations cultivated different models of religious
life, some of which may resonate with us
more deeply than contemporary approaches.

A healthy religious life requires perspective.
We must distinguish between enduring values
that have guided Jews across the generations
and assumptions that arise from a particular
moment in history. A broader awareness of
the rich diversity of avodat Hashem through-
out our mesorah helps us avoid mistaking
current fashions for timeless truths.

MODERN ISRAEL

Life in modern Israel makes this calibration
even more crucial, but also more challenging.
We often feel that we have entered an entire-
ly new chapter of Jewish history. Many of the
questions we face have not confronted the
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Jewish people for nearly two thousand years.
More broadly, modernity has reshaped our
world so dramatically that it often feels dis-
connected from anything that came before.
It is easy to become absorbed in the contem-
porary moment, with its unprecedented chal-
lenges and its remarkable opportunities. Yet it
is essential that we continue to view ourselves
as the heirs to a tradition and a story that
stretches back more than 3,300 years.

Equally challenging is our ability to relate
to the two thousand years of Jewish life in
exile. With our return to Israel, the biblical
era of Jewish sovereignty has assumed great-
er resonance and immediacy. We live with a
connection to the world of Tanach that Jews
in exile could scarcely have imagined. Yet for
many Israelis, the long centuries of galut can
feel less relevant. At times, those two millen-
nia are viewed as an interruption of Jewish
history rather than as an integral part of it.
We must resist that temptation. A healthy
historical consciousness traces an unbroken
line through every stage of our past, identi-
fying deeply with each chapter of the Jewish
story. Yet historical consciousness alone is not
enough. We must also remain attentive to the
challenges of the present and to the people
who help us confront them.m

=T
RECLARNING

L Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer

entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:
mtaraginbooks.com.

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161
Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions.
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

The View
from the
Other Side

The Haftarah of Parshat Shelach appears to
revisit a familiar story. Once again, spies are
sent into the Land of Israel. Once again, they
return with a report. Yet this mission is funda-
mentally different from the one described in
the parshah. The spies of Moshe’s generation
stood at the threshold of the Land and saw
obstacles. Nearly forty years later, Yehoshua’s
generation stands at that same threshold and
discovers that the greatest challenge was nev-
er the land itself, but how it was perceived.

This is what makes the spies’ report so sur-
prising. They return with no discussion of
military strategy, troop strength, or the forti-
fications of Yericho. Instead, they bring back
a message from Rachav:n2Y on'l, Our hearts
have melted. And when they report to Yehosh-
ua, they echo her words: ¥ >2¢° 92 1) D))
101, All the inhabitants of the land have melt-
ed before us.

The Abarbanel explains that this was the
most valuable intelligence of all. A city may be
fortified, but if the spirit of its inhabitants has
already collapsed, the battle is largely won.
What Yehoshua needed was not information
about the walls of Yericho. He needed infor-
mation about the hearts of its people.

Rachav reveals that the inhabitants of the
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Land had been living with the memory of Kri-
at Yam Suf for forty years: For we have heard
how Hashem dried up the waters of the Sea of
Reeds before you...The Radak notes that the
fear of Israel had spread throughout the land
because of the miracles Hashem performed
on behalf of His people. The nations had not
forgotten. They had been watching, listening,
and trembling. The irony is striking. The gen-
eration that witnessed Kriat Yam Suf struggled
to believe they could enter the Land. Rachav,
who had only heard about it, had no doubt.
Modern psychology describes a phenomenon
known as threat perception—our tendency to
overestimate the difficulty of a challenge while
underestimating our ability to meet it. The
spies in Parshat Shlach fell victim to precisely
this error. Confronted by the inhabitants of the
Land, they concluded: 02302 2»yy1°n, We were
like grasshoppers in our own eyes. Notice the lan-
guage. Before they worried about how others
viewed them, they first diminished themselves.
Their perception became their reality.
Rachav’s testimony exposes how mistaken
that perception was. The Canaanites did not
see the Jewish people as grasshoppers. They
saw them as the nation whose G-d split the
sea, defeated mighty kings, and was guiding
them toward their destiny. Perhaps this is why
the haftarah accompanies Parshat Shelach.
The greatest obstacles are not always the ones
standing before us. Sometimes they are the
assumptions we carry within us. B
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Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL TEFILLA

AROWSKI

L WOMEN’S DIVISION

Towards Meaningful
Tefilla: Introduction

Over the past six years, I've had the priv-
ilege of writing for Torah Tidbits. I began
with a column on Tefilla, continued with
another series on the topic of Shabbos, and
most recently completed a column
on Chinuch. I gained tremen-
dously from each of them,
and Baruch Hashem, the
feedback was always
warm and encouraging.
Yet there was something
uniquely powerful about
the response to the Tefilla
column.

Writing the column affect-
ed me personally in a profound
way. It pushed me to pay closer
attention to my own Tefilla, to slow down
and focus, even if only for a few moments
each day. More than that, it opened my eyes

Contact Gal:
0527462199
Well maintained apartment in Haifa,
Neve Sha'anan. Walking Distance to
Technion and Harav Zini Shul, 4 rooms
(original 5) 110m, Elevator, Parking,
Storage, Mamad, Attractive Price.
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to the beauty of Tefilla itself: the depth of
the words, the careful structure, and the
incredible intentionality behind every sec-
tion of davening.

And I discovered that these feelings
|». were shared by many others

L as well. Wherever I went,
people told me how much

the articles were helping
them in their own Tefilla.

Some shared that they

collected the cut-out box-

es from the column and
kept them as bookmarks
in their siddurim, reminders
of ideas they wanted to think
about while they davened. I never
expected the reaction to a Tefilla column
to be so overwhelming. And as I continued
on to write about other topics, I often found
myself wondering - Why were people so
particularly drawn to Tefilla?

That question resurfaced recently at a
meeting of OU staff focused on Tefilla ini-
tiatives. One director shared that when
participants were surveyed about which
topic they most wanted to learn, the over-
whelming response was Tefilla, more than
Halacha, Machshava, Tanach, or any other
area of Torah. Why would that be?



After thinking about it, I realized some-
thing profoud. We are a generation search-
ing for a deeper connection with Hashem. Of
course, learning about Shabbos or Chinuch
is important. Growth in every area of Avodat
Hashem is important. But what our genera-
tion is seeking more than anything else is a
real relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Maybe in previous generations it was
enough to come to shul, be part of a minyan,
and say the words. But our generation longs
for more than that. We are not satisfied with
externalities alone, we have an existential
need to get to the inner meaning, the n»n°1o.
We want to understand the words we are
saying, to feel them, and to experience a real
connection to Hashem through our Tefilla.

And yet, at the exact same time, we are
also a generation of unprecedented distrac-
tion. In the age of technology, it has become
harder than ever to actually focus when we
daven. And so we are left with tension: we
crave closeness to Hashem, yet our minds
constantly pull us elsewhere.

Perhaps that is why people are so drawn
to learning about Tefilla. Because under-
standing the structure, meaning, and
depth behind the words gives us a way
back in. Even if we can only focus on one
phrase, one bracha, or one idea during
davening, that itself becomes a real point of
connection.

And so, after much thought, I’ve come to
the conclusion that while the other topics
were valuable, it makes the most sense to
return to Tefilla in this column. Even though
we already went through all of the sections of
davening several years ago, it behooves us to
do it again. Tefilla is not the kind of Avodah
that remains in place on its own. When we
actively work on it, it grows and impacts us.

Close But Not
Too Close

f | 'in Ashkelon

Call to discuss both cities
STEPHEN EPSTEIN

Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
— +1(914)-351-1245
www.stephen-epstein.com

But the moment we stop paying attention,
our concentration weakens and our Tefilla
begins to slip. The level of one’s Tefilla cannot
remain stagnant without constant effort. If
we stop working on it, we lose it.

Therefore, going back and beginning
again is key. In some articles, we will review
ideas from previous years and that itself is
important, because meaningful growth
always requires review. But I also hope to
explore new meforshim, fresh perspectives,
and deeper insights, so that our Tefilla nev-
er becomes static, but continues to develop
and grow together with us over the years.

P399 721130 °9 2N 1i¥7 °N) — May
Hashem grant us the siyata d’Shmaya to
discover new depth and insight in Tefilla
together, and may our learning inspire us
to strengthen our Tefilla and grow in our
Avodat Hashem. m
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Avot 3:18 - Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot:
Rebbe Akiva’s Boundless Optimism

He [Rebbe Akiva] used to say: Beloved
is man who was created in the Image of
God...Beloved are Yisrael who are called
the children of the Omnipresent...Beloved
are Yisrael who were given a desirable
instrument (i.e. the Torah)...” (Avot 3:18)

Rabbi Chaim Volozhin points out a striking
contrast between the opening mishnah in
chapter three and Rebbe Akiva’s teaching in
this Mishnah, which comes toward the close
of the chapter.

Avot 3:1 painted a bleak picture of man’s
past, present, and future. Man is to be aware
that his life begins with a putrid drop (of
semen). Man is buried and one’s body is
placed in the earth alongside the worms and
maggots. Man will then be summoned to
stand before the King of Heaven and make
an accounting of his transgressions. This per-
spective on life is meant to elicit reverence
and fear so that man refrains from sin and
lives humbly.

Rebbe Akiva in Mishnah 3:18 counters
those points and highlights the positive in
each step of the way. Man is born of a putrid
drop, but more significantly, man is creat-
ed in the image of God. Death is certainly a
cause for sorrow, but do not be overly trou-
bled, for each Jew, when passing from this
world, is reunited with his Father in Heaven.
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And lastly, while it is true that man must
give a final reckoning before God, we have
been gifted the Torah, which has guided us
throughout our lifetime and has saved us
countless times from succumbing to the evil
inclination. With this “desirable instrument,”
this treasure of having the Torah, the Jew will
be vindicated from harsh judgment in heav-
en. (Ruach Chaim, 3:18)

Rebbe Akiva presents a perspective that is
empowering and uplifting. He sees the posi-
tive and instills hope and faith.

Of the many sages of the Talmud, the Jew-
ish people have been magnetically drawn to
the personality of Rebbe Akiva and his heroic
courage and positivity.

Rav Kook also took special note of the
qualities found in Rebbe Akiva’s remarkable
character and highlighted one particular
teaching of Rebbe Akiva that has left a last-
ing impact. We begin with the backdrop of
the Mishnah (Yadayim 3:5 and see Megillah
7a), which discusses the status of the book of
Shir Hashirim and considers whether or not
to include the book in the holy canon. Rebbe
Akiva forcefully argued for its holiness and
its inclusion among the sacred writings. He
famously asserted: “For the whole world
is not as worthy as the day on which Shir
Hashirim was given to Israel! For all the writ-
ings are holy, but Shir Hashirim is the holy of



holies.” (Ibid.)

Rabbi Akiva felt the need to strenuously
underscore the sanctity of Shir Hashirim. Rav
Kook wrote a soaring passage emphasizing
why Rebbe Akiva was most suited to take this
stand:

“A soul that is insensitive to feelings of
romance cannot relate to the tender sensibili-
ties expressed in songs of love. Such a person
will pervert those poetic yearnings, reducing
them to the level of his own base desires.
Similarly, one who has never ascended the
heights of holy contemplation, one who has
never experienced the uplifting surge of love
for the Rock of all worlds - such a person will
fail to grasp how the sublime yearnings of
Shir Hashirim truly reflect the highest aspi-
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without a suitable expression of their bound-
less love for God. As he was cruelly put to
death at the hands of the Romans, Rebbe Aki-
va told his students, “All my life I have been
troubled by this verse, ‘You will love God...
with all your soul’ - even if He takes your
soul. When will I have the opportunity to

rations of the Jewish
people.” (Olat Reiyah,
Commentary to Shir
Hashirim)

Rav Kook argued
that a sensitive soul,
who relates to oth-
ers with a delicate
and abiding love
and develops a sim-
ilarly deep and passionate love toward the
Almighty, is a person who will embrace the
depth and pure elegance found in each verse
of Shir Hashirim. However, one who lacks
this sensitivity, the book will appear impure
and perhaps even profane. Rebbe Akiva's
lofty and sensitive soul was able to perceive
the book's majesty. Rav Kook goes on to elu-
cidate this point:

“But an insightful person will recognize
that the body of literature of this holy nation,
whose long history is replete with extraordi-
nary displays of self-sacrifice and martyrdom
to sanctify God’s name, would be incomplete

—- fulfill this?” Rebbe Aki-
va recited the Shema,
and his soul departed
when he reached the
word echad, declaring
God’s unity (Berachot
61b).” (Ibid.)

Rav Kook points to
a profound moment
during Rebbe Akiva’s
life when he expressed his genuine and effu-
sive love for God. Even as he was being tor-
tured, he took it as an opportunity to express
his boundless faith and attachment to God.

Rav Kook concludes this passage by shar-
ing the reason why Rebbe Akiva was emi-
nently qualified to teach us about the pro-
found sanctity of Shir Hashirim:

“Only a soul as great as Rebbe Akiva
could testify that Shir Hashirim is the Holy
of Holies, and that ‘the entire universe is
unworthy of the day that Shir Hashirim was
given to Israel.” In his life, Rebbe Akiva expe-
rienced love in all of its levels: the personal
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love for Kalba Savua’s daughter, in its natu-
ral purity; the idealistic love for his people,
including its fight for independence against
Roman occupation; and the lofty love for
God, in all of its noble beauty. Thus, Rebbe
Akiva was eminently qualified to evaluate
the true nature of the love so poetically
expressed in Shir Hashirim.” (Ibid.)

For Rav Kook, Rebbe Akiva’s love for his
wife and for his nation were bound up with
the love that he shared with God.

It is worthwhile noting that not only was
the book of Shir Hashirim canonized as part of
Tanach, but perhaps unlike any other book of
Tanach, it has become traditional practice to
recite Shir Hashirim at key junctures. Its pub-
lic recitation is on Pesach. Many recite it after
the Pesach Seder. Additionally, many observe
the custom to recite the book during the late
afternoon on the eve of Shabbat.
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Rabbi Akiva’s abundant faith in God and
faith in his people are emblematic of the pos-
itive way he opted to view the world. Return-
ing to his teaching in the Mishnah from Avot
above (3:18), Rebbe Akiva emphasizes the
redeeming qualities in a Jew that must be
acknowledged: A Jew contains within him
the tzelem Elokim, the image of God, and thus
every Jew is holy; every Jew is a child of God
and therefore, ipso facto, has a loving Father
who is merciful and loving; and thirdly, a
Jew is immensely fortunate to be the recipi-
ent of Torah, which provides every Jew with
the wisdom and inspiration needed to lead
meaningful and noble lives. B

___ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
: OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
g on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price

s O Torah Tidbits readers.
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IN CHODESH SIVAN
by Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter

Senior Scholar, Center for the Jewish Future;
University Professor of Jewish History
and Jewish Thought, Yeshiva University

Sunday June 7 - 22 Sivan 20:30
Kehillat Ramban
4 Amazia Street, Jerusalem
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
REHAVIA/SHAAREI CHESED, DISKIN ST.
Wolfson Towers, luxurious, exceptionally
spacious 316sqm apartment, originally two
apartments, 2 living rooms, large dining area,
5 bedrooms, high floor - stunning panoramic
view, fully furnished and equipped, commercial
and medical center right below, overlooking the
Knesset, Israel Museum, Sacher Park. Exclusive!
Haim 055-4574163 | Moshe 055-4549428

CITY CENTER, MESILAT YESHARIM ST.
Arare opportunity in the beating heart of
Jerusalem! Spacious, bright, and pleasant
3-room apt., balcony, convenient floor, elevator.
Perfect location between the Shuk and the
Downtown “Triangle”. Near the light rail,
restaurants, cafes, entertainment, and
shopping centers. Inmediate entry Exclusive!
Zeev 055-4578979
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ON QUIET AND GREEN RAV BERLIN ST.
Arare apartment. , 1.5-room apartment, 2nd
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neighborhood, near supermarket, shops,
and cafes on HaPalmach and Azza streets,
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Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

IN GIVAT CANADA, GILO
The quality of life you’ve always dreamed of.
Spacious and sunny 5.5-room duplex - 133sqm
plus expansive sukkah terraces with breathtaking
views, beautifully designed kitchen - perfect
for cooking and hosting, luxurious master suite
with a huge private terrace overlooking the view.
Enjoy crisp, cool mountain air, three exposures,
private parking, and a small, well-maintained
building. Property with rare potential that’s
hard to find elsewhere, exceptional location -
quiet street, surrounded by pastoral greenery,
high-quality neighborhood and community.
Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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I can get permission from the
gabbai to take out a sefer Torah to teach my
teenage son how to do hagbaha properly. Is
this permitted?

We start with the potential
problems.

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 135:14)
disallows taking a sefer Torah from its place
so that people who cannot come to shul can
lain. The source is a Yerushalmi (Yoma 7:1),
which says, before bringing exceptions, that
proper respect is that people should be the
ones to go to where the Torah is. Within the
shul, we obviously do not expect people to
climb into the aron kodesh to read from it,
but Dirshu (135:60) cites a machloket about
whether it can be taken from room to room

DREAM HOME
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in one building.

A related problem that could be more diffi-
cult to solve is that it is prohibited to disgrace
a holy object (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 154)
and certainly a sefer Torah (see ibid. Yoreh
Deah 282) by using it for a mundane purpose.
What if the mundane use advances a religious
value? The Taz (YD 282:13) forbids using one
sefer to raise up another one to make it easier
to read, as one must not use something holy
for a use that is fitting for “wood or stone.”
The Magen Avraham (154:14) disagrees and
allows one to bring one sefer in order to prop
up another.

We should now try to determine what we
accomplish with hagbaha and whether learn-
ing/practicing doing it has value. The gemara
(Megilla 32a) discusses the importance of
gelilla, which is more like what we call hag-
baha, as does the Ramban (to Devarim 27:26).
While Sephardim do it before laining to show
the people the holy text to be read (as appears
in the original source, Nechemia 8:5), Ashke-
nazim changed to doing it after kri’at haTorah.
The change focuses our attention on the ele-
ment of allowing people to honor our beloved
Torah scrolls (see development of this idea in
Living the Halachic Process V, D-5).

Is the honor of sifrei Torah raised by your
teaching/practicing with your son? Hagbaha
will be done whether or not you teach your
son its finer points. The major difference is
probably whether he will have the confidence
to accept the honor/task when asked, which is
about him, not the sefer Torah. On the other
hand, there may be a time that he will accept
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hagbaha, and the better the job, the better the
Torah is honored. Arguably, it also lessens the
albeit tiny chance that an untrained boy will
drop a sefer (people are usually vigilant). If we
assume that the lesson increases the honor of
sifrei Torah, we can eliminate the problem.

Even if we focus on your son, there is a con-
cept of making allowances regarding certain
rules in order to educate children. It is permitted
for a child to make berachot which are objective-
ly Pvatala to train him in making the beracha,
and an adult may even feed him the “problem-
atic” wording (Shulchan Aruch, OC 215:3; Mish-
na Berura 215:14). This applies even for post-bar
mitzva men who need education (Igrot Moshe,
OC II:56). However, if one views your training
as more about “empowering” your son than
necessary mitzva training, use of a formal chi-
nuch allowance becomes questionable (see one
application in LTHP VI, A-4).

But this case is probably not “forbidden”
per se. Even the Taz (above) was bothered by
the prospect of a sefer being used for some-
thing any object of that size could have been
used for. Here, one would be hard pressed to

find a full replacement to learn the special
techniques of hagbaha.

The only explicit source I found on this
question is Chashukei Chemed (Megilla 26b)
who quotes Rav Elyashiv as considering such
training improper. I see this as a strict ruling,
ifitis a clear ruling. I suspect he is assuming
an audience in which enfranchising a teenag-
er in shul is not a recognized need. While my
father just discussed strategy with me and did
not practice in this way, which is what I did
for my sons, if you think such training will be
significant for your son, then do it. If you do
S0, it is preferable to first learn together from
the Torah or review halachic qualities (see
ibid.) and to stress the sefer Torah’s beauty
and preciousness.

Having a dispute?

L) For a Din Torah in English
f -‘l__ or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

"MIWI T 10229 W-ewensohn Raz & Co.

Law Offices & Notary

[0 T 21V TIWnN

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il

OU ISRAEL 81



OU ISRAEL FACULTY

Torat Imecha Q‘

NACH YOMI

7"02

Division, Debate
and Koach HaDibbur

The division of the kingdoms of Israel was
a cataclysmic event that continues to rever-
berate in our contemporary era. The Maggid
of Mezeritch, the primary disciple of the Baal
Shem Tov, taught that since the division of
Malchut Beit David, there is no one who intro-
duces a teaching of Torah or Avodat Hashem
without someone offering an opposing view.
The origins of machloket, of the intellectual
argument that characterizes our study of
Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Oral Law, lie in the
splitting of the Malchut.

Hazal trace the roots of the division of the
Malchut to an earlier episode, in which upon
David HaMelech’s return to Yerushalayim
after Avshalom’s rebellion was successfully
quelled, he encountered Mephiboshet, the
son of Yonatan, who had come out to greet
him. Previously, upon David’s departure from
the city, Mephiboshet’s servant Tziva had met
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David with the report that his master had
allied himself with Avshalom, a report which
Mephiboshet now assiduously denied. David
was in a quandary, for upon hearing Tziva’s
report he had decreed that all that belonged to
Mephiboshet be transferred to Tziva. When he
heard Mephiboshet’s account of his enduring
loyalty to David, David decreed that the prop-
erty be split between the two. Hazal teach that
at that moment, a heavenly voice emerged and
stated that Rechav’am and Yerov’am would
split the kingdom between them. The gemara
continues: Rabbi Yehudah taught in the name
of Rav - Had David not accepted the slander of
Tziva, the malchut would not have been split,
the Jewish people would not have worshipped
Avodah Zarah and we would not have been
exiled from our land.

The division of the malchut is inextricably
linked to the power of speech. The Zohar, in a
Ppassage that explains the sefirot in correspon-
dence with parts of the body, likens Malchut
to the mouth. This idea is explained further
through a pasuk in Kohelet: 771 127 7WUx2
110%Y - The words of the king are authorita-
tive. An effective king rules by the decree of
his mouth; thus, his power of speech must be
under careful control. Misuse of the power
of speech can have disastrous consequences.
While this is true for all kings, it is especially



true of David HaMelech, whose extraordinary
power of speech still provides us with daily
inspiration in our Avodat Hashem.

The Zohar provides the basis for the teach-
ing of the Maggid mentioned earlier. Since
Malchut is associated with the power of
speech and argument, there is an inherent
relationship between Malchut and Torah
Shebe’al Peh. The ability to respectfully
communicate and debate ideas is critical to
our understanding of the Torah and of one
another. The splitting of the Malchut between
Rechav’am and Yerov’am was a direct result
of an argument in which personal dignity
was placed above the integrity of the institu-
tion of Malchut. Had Rechav’am listened to
the elders, he might have built a relationship
with the people he led, establishing connec-
tion rather than leading to rupture. So too
today, when we debate ideas within the Jew-
ish nation, we must strive to do so respectfully
and in unadulterated pursuit of Truth, with a
desire to connect with, rather than distance
the other.

The Ozherover Rebbe, Rav Moshe Yechiel
Halevi Epstein zt”], teaches that true under-
standing of Torah is dependent upon rectify-
ing our power of speech. In the bracha pre-
ceding Kriyat Shema, Ahavat ‘Olam (Nusach
Sfard), we conclude with the following
request: N2 N70 YiTaN 7RY7 1991 101

37 NiTin% N2X3a - You have brought us close,
our King, to Your great Name in absolute
truth and with love, that we may give thanks
to you... Similarly, at the end of Shmoneh
Esrei, we pray that Hashem preserve us from
evil speech, followed by a request that He
open our hearts to Torah. Malchut, speech
and Torah are inherently intertwined.

As we repeatedly encounter the refrain
declaring that a state of war existed between
the two kingdoms of Israel, let us bear in mind
the roots of that conflict, and contemplate how
the misuse of our power of speech perpetu-
ates the divisions in our contemporary com-
munity. May Hashem grant us success in our
attempt to effectively communicate respect-
fully with others as we await the renewed
kingdom of Beit David.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.

Netanel Shimoff

Injury & Health Claims . Civil & Commercial
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Work Accidents | Negligence & SHIMOFF AZOULAY  Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Insurance | Bituach Leumi Law Firm Wills & Estates

Avia Azoulay

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

Should You Touch U

Your

Friend’s Shidduch Photo?

n)alUARAPLYP)
9”1 102N IPHR GO 12 PN’ PRND

Ora asks:

Hi Aleeza. I have this awesome friend that
I'm trying to set up, and men keep rejecting
her resume because of the photo. I know this
photo isn't the most flattering of her, is it that
bad to maybe touch it up a little artificially? I
just want to get her to the date stage.

Aleeza answers:

I know the temptation.

Your friend is wonderful. Kind. Smart.
Deep. Funny. The kind of person who would
make an incredible spouse. And yet every
time their shidduch resume goes out, the
answer comes back the same way: “No thank
you.”

Then you look at the picture and think,
Honestly? This photo is doing them no favors.

Maybe the lighting is harsh. Maybe they
look tired. Maybe the angle is awkward. May-
be you know that in real life they’re much
more attractive, warm, and magnetic than
this one frozen image suggests.

So the question becomes: is it okay to touch
up the photo a little to help them get more
opportunities?

My answer is no.

And not because I think people need to post
the most real version of themselves online. I
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absolutely believe people should choose flat-
tering photos. Good lighting matters. A gen-
uine smile matters. Wearing colors that suit
you matters. Confidence matters.

But digitally enhancing someone’s appear-
ance beyond reality creates a new problem
instead of solving the original one.

Because eventually the person has to walk
into the date.

And if the reaction becomes, “Wait... this
isn’t what I expected,” then the photo didn’t
help them find love. It helped them get
through a door that immediately becomes
uncomfortable for both people.

That’s not a foundation you want to build
on.

The goal of a shidduch photo is not to cre-
ate fantasy. The goal is accuracy with warmth.
You want someone to look at the picture and
think, “I’d love to meet them,” and then feel
pleasantly surprised in person, not confused.

So what should you do if a friend is getting
rejected because of photos?

Get different photos.

Not enhanced ones. Better ones.

Go outside during golden hour. Use natural
lighting. Let them wear clothing that makes
them feel confident. Capture them laughing
instead of posing stiffly against a wall. Ask
people who know them well which photos



actually feel like them.

Some people are incredibly photogenic.
Others come alive in motion, conversation,
energy, and presence. The answer isn’t to
manufacture beauty that disappears in per-
son. The answer is to communicate who they
genuinely are in the most appealing and
authentic way possible.

And also, let’s be honest, if someone is
rejecting based on one imperfect photo alone,
that may not be the right match anyway.

Real relationships are not built on filtered
perfection. They’re built on truth, chemistry,
comfort, and connection.

May we all have the courage to present our-
selves honestly, the confidence to know our
worth goes far beyond a photograph, and the
blessing to be loved for who we truly are.

Blessings, Aleeza |

(7]

Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[Ei7E en.shagririm.org.il
EFi 0585323242
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Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Wills * Probate * Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements
Guardianship * Durable Power of Attorney
(Financial/Health/Personal Decisions)

HALACHIC ESTATE PLANNING

TIRTZA JOTKOWITZ, ESQ.
tirtzaj@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * 02-625-6475
(845) 425-8871 * (845) 694-7645

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED REAL ESTATE
OPPORTUNITIES IN ISRAEL

BEIT SHEMESH
RBS Gimmel

5 bedrooms

3 balconies
Gorgeous views
Prime location
Covered parking

4,300,000

EDEN HILLS

2 semi-detached
homes for sale
Can be connected
Over 400 SQM

7 Min to RBS

Sold as a shell

5,500,000/per unit

lis
e

CARMEI GAT
Presale

Only 10% down
North

Right by the train
Ready: 4 years

2 bdrms starting at:
1,880,000

ASHKELON
* 600 SQM lot
¢ 370 SQM built
¢ 6 bedrooms
e Outdoor Kitchen
¢ Private pool
¢ Close to the beach

9,900,000

JERUSALEM
e Penthouse
¢ 3rd floor walk-up
¢ Very high ceilings
e Large bedrooms
e Full of sunlight
e Direct roof access

4,350,000

JERUSALEM

Presale

15% down payment
Luxury Project
Close to Baka

Pool & Gym

By new light rail

Price Upon Request

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Carmei Gat | Beit Shemesh

3E +972-54-441-5704

KimBashRealEstate.com @ =) g3
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11270110 =R
Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

Bnei-Binyamin Street, For Rent

A beautiful furnished 3 br. apartment with a
balcony overlooking the sea in South Netanya.

2 parking spaces, Shabbat eevator and Gym.

Givati Street, Nof-Galim For Sale
A 3 bedroom apartment, with a balcony to the west,
Mamad, elevator and parking. Short walk to Lagoon
beach. Asking 2,190,000 NIS

il -

Anat Riesenberg
Top-Home Properties Ltd.
077-2320978

THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us
on Twitter (@IsraelBayit) and join our Facebook
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

86 TORAH TIDBITS 1663 / SHELACH

CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
benjysinger@israelb.org or
053-285-1526




Sefarim for sale (as new)
50% of the sale will be donated to the OU Torah Tidbits

SHNEI LUCHOT HABRIT 800

by Rabbi L. Horowitz, translated & annotated

by Eliyahu Munk. 3 volumes.

TORAH COMMENTARY 800

by Rabbi Bachya ben Asher, translated & annotated
by Eliyahu Munk. 7 volumes.

ATVIIN Y NIV 800my

by 11221770 TN ATVIZN 100

in 8 volumes, 7-~ including a general reference.

Allinquiries to elebe128@gmail.com

Tzitzit for Tzahal in RBSA
Every Tuesday night

1

%ﬁ 27 Nachal Maor ﬁjﬁ

(Ohr Shalom Shul) |

19:00 - 21:30
0542133350 whatsApp only

M WOLGEL LAW

w S IMMIGRATION & NAT LRALIZATION

American Immigration
& Naturalization Law

Michele Coven Wolgel

US Citizenship for Children &
Grandchildren

Green Cards for Spouses
and Immediate Family

www.wolgelaw.co.il
lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
Tel: 02 580 3444
facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

Call us for a free consultation!

Tel.: +972.2.624.0299 | www.mortgageisrael.com

MORTGAGE ISRAEL

Israel's Leading Mortgage Company Since 2003

Helping you purchase your home in Israel
Mortgages Refinancing Home Equity
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White and Blue of Tzitzit

The Parasha opens with the chet ham-
eraglim, the sin of the spies:

“Send men... and they shall spy out the
Land of Canaan... and (addressing those
chosen for the task) you shall see the Land
for what it is” (13:2, 18).

Two key words: veyaturu - and they shall
spy out, and u-re-eetem — you shall see.

The Parasha closes with the mitzva of
tzitzit:

“You shall see them and remember G-d’s
mitzvot. You shall not stray after your own
hearts and after your own eyes after which
you go astray” (15:39).

Same two key words: ve-lo taturu, and the
identical u-re-eetem.

It may be suggested that performing the
mitzva of tzitizit contains a deeper meaning,
which does connect us to the chet meraglim.
That helps us to not make the same mistake
as the meraglim did in reporting on the Land,

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the market at a Great price!
Shachrai Street, Bayit Vegan - Ground floor
4 rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms, 2.97m NIS

Great opportunity to buy a
brand new apartment in Rechavia!
3 apartments left, 3-5 rooms from 3.97m NIS

In a finished, brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 &4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking and
Shabbat elevator, 2 rooms - 1.97m NIS; large 86m
3room - 3.07m NIS and 4 rooms - from 3.79m NIS
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and in not going the way Am Yisrael behaved
when they heard what the meraglim told
them.

Let’s first consider the mitzva of tzitzit.
As an approach, the Gemara (Sotah 17a)
offers the following insight into the techeilet
(blue wool) in Parashat Tzitzit. Each of the
tzitziot on the four corners of the garment
has four threads, tied and doubled. Three of
the threads are lavan (white) and one - the
longer one - is techeilet. Techeilet, the Gemara
suggests, communicates the sea which, like
the sky, spiritually connects with the kisei
hakovod, G-d’s celestial throne: the higher,
the infinite, the beyond human perception,
the beyond human understanding, and the
unbound by time and space. We can also say
that the lavan, in contrast to the techeilet, sug-
gests clarity, purity, and accessibility.

The Torah tells us ure-item otam u-zechar-
tem et mitzvot hashem: you shall see them
and remember G-d’s mitzvot. ‘Them’
includes both the techeilet and the lavan
threads. The lavan tells us to access the acces-
sible: study Torah, practice the mitzvot, and
keep what you learn clear in mind, incor-
porating it into your behaviour and mental
operating system. The techeilet reminds us
that there exists very much more than we
can see, sense, or perceive, which we cannot
access as we are only human. The limits of
human understanding and human ingenuity



do not extend to the infinite. This applies
even to observable phenomena. For example,
the simplest cell in a banana skin. Everything
new we find out about cells opens another
dozen questions that until then were not
even conceived.

Let’s now turn to the chet hameraglim.
Moshe told the men u-re-eetem et ha’aretz
ma hi — see the land for what it is. Make a
brief assessment about the practicalities of
conquest. As Rashi explains, if the cities are
walled they are likely to be weaker as their
defence depends on their city fortifications. If
these cities are unwalled and open, the inhab-
itants are likely to be stronger as they rely and
trust on their own strength. But he did not tell
them le-ragel, to actually spy out the land as
sleuths do, although elsewhere, (D’varim 1:24)
the Torah reports that’s what they did.

It was one thing to see the land and work
out the logistics of conquest following
Moshe’s guidelines. They would then u-re-ee-
tem, see and obtain a general impression of
the Land of Canaan which was possible in a
reasonable time frame. Like the lavan of the
tzitzit, learn what could be learnt by tour-
ing. That would be enough; G-d would take
care of the rest when the time would come.
But it was quite another thing to raise that
to the level of espionage which, unbidden,
the meraglim had done. They did not know
Canaanite culture, their way of looking at
things. For example, they thought that they
were like mere grasshoppers in the eyes of
Canaan’s giant inhabitants. Yet following
Egyptian pursuers dying in the Red Sea only
a year previously, they had all been singing
out loud “The people heard, they trembled...
the inhabitants of Canaan fairly melted”
(Shemot 15:14-15).

As the techeilet symbolises, there were lots

they didn’t understand and couldn’t have
understood as they didn’t grow up among
them. The meraglim thus looked too hard
and got it wrong instead of following Moshe’s
instructions. Instead of keeping in the region
of the lavan which was represented by the
samples of fruit they brought back, they
“strayed after their own hearts and after
their own eyes” into what they drew the
wrong, panic-inducing conclusions. As the
techeilet implies, a little supposed knowledge
of what you don’t understand, but are cer-
tain that you do, is dangerous...

It is the lavan that symbolizes our ideal
day-to-day life. It is the techeilet that com-
municates G-d’s Infinity that accommodates
our aspirations. It is their combination that
prompts us that things are not always as they
seem, and that we often have to be patient, to
give things time to unfold, instead of imme-
diately dismissing a challenge or rejecting a
suggestion. m

CFP

Am |l on track to
retire comfortably
inlsrael2. . “‘-ﬁ;e

Aaron Frolich

Certified Financial Planner &

Licensed Investment Advisor |

+972.54.320.8077 i / 1 f
i

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!

GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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Let Us Not Be Grasshoppers

Six words in this week’s Torah portion,
Shelach, reveal a great secret.

Ten of the twelve spies sent to the Land of

Israel return to the people in the desert filled
with despair. According to them, there
is no point in continuing the journey
to Israel. As they describe their
encounter with the inhabitants
of the land, they say:

“We were in our own eyes like
grasshoppers, and so we were in
their eyes.”

In other words: We saw ourselves as
grasshoppers, and therefore that is how we
appeared to the people living there as well.
We lacked self-confidence. We thought we
were small and weak, with no chance of suc-
cess, and that is how the people we met in the
Land perceived us too.

Our self-perception is the foundation. It
radiates outward. If we see ourselves as peo-
ple of worth and meaning, if we go out into
the world with optimism, vision, and faith,
that is how others will look back at us as well.

This is true with our children. It is true in
the workplace, in society, and also on the
national level, as a people and as a state.

It is worth asking ourselves: Where, and in
what ways, do we see ourselves as grasshop-
pers? Can we see ourselves differently, and by
doing so cause the world to look at us differ-
ently too?
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Who Is Telling You the Story?

Our Sages ask us to note that most of the
time during our journey through the desert,
the problem was not an external enemy but
our internal state: our unity, our faith,
our motivation. When these are

absent, it is impossible to keep
. moving forward.

Last week, I saw a video featur-
e ing the Greek Minister of Health
! being interviewed on Greek
television. In case you didn’t see it,
this is what he said: “Really, is there a
nation like the Jews? These people took a strip
of desert land, smaller than half of our Pelo-
ponnese Peninsula, and they have a GDP of
500 billion. If you go there, you see that they
produce abundance out of nothing. They are
at war with Lebanon, with Iran, with Yemen,
with Hamas, with Syria, and they have 3% GDP
growth! And when they ask who the happiest
people in the world are, they are in the top five.
And here, in our Greece, the weather is perfect,
everything is beautiful, and whoever you ask
how he is responds: ‘Misery, sadness.” Stop for
amoment: he has rockets on his right, rockets
on his left, and he says, ‘How happy I am to live
in Israel’ And by us? Here, everything is black.
Do you have an explanation?” The minister
concludes: “There is no explanation!”

In another incident, Elon Musk, the richest

man in the world, was supposed to visit Israel



for the Ministry of Transportation’s Innova-
tion Conference. In the end, he traveled with
Trump to China, but he still made the effort to
join from there by video call for half an hour.
This is what he said: “I am a big fan of Israel. I
think, objectively, you are number one in the
world.” Applause was heard in the hall, and
he continued: “You achieve incredible results
relative to the size of your population. I take
my hat off to Israel for its innovation and for
everything it does.”

There’s more: Mathias Dopfner is an
important German publisher and the CEO
of a media group that owns Bild and Politi-
co, among other outlets. Just two weeks ago,
he said in a speech: “Zionism is racism? No.
Anti-Zionism is racism! Zionism is a natural
response to thousands of years of persecution,
expulsion, and genocide. What seems illogical
to me is that Zionism is an idea embraced only
by Jews. I am a gentile, and I am a Zionist.
Wholeheartedly. With conviction and passion.
Israel is our values.”

When I told friends about these incidents,
they were surprised. They hadn’t heard these
stories and are under the impression that the
world is against us. Who makes them think
that way? Who makes us focus only on nega-
tivity, on the criticism directed at us, and not
on the deep and widespread appreciation that
exists as well? Just like in the parashah: who is
telling us the story, and who is providing the
interpretation of those events? B

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of five.
Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served as the
World Mizrachi Shlicha to North America. Sivan
lectures in Israel and overseas about the media,
Judaism, Zionism and new media. She was voted by
Globes newspaper as most popular female media
personality in Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as
one of the 50 most influential Jews in the world.
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On Living an Observant

Jewish Lifestyle:
The Challenge of Choice

Wed, June 10 at 20:30
Lecture in English
No Charge

Kehilat Nitzanim

Asher 3, Baka
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SHUSH, YOU. IN l'E FACE OF SUCH
BASELESS LIES ABOUT OUR HOLY LAND,
TODAY, VIEWERS, WE SHALL DIVE INTO

THE WODDEW DEPTHS OF...

h—l_m"f.f:';:-src'fu

CUT? WHY COT?
WHAT HAVE | DONE
WRONG THIS TIME?

HOTHIN', YOU'RE JUST
TOO CLOSE TO
THE CAMERA.

THE VIEWERS WILL HAVE
A LOVELY VIEW OF
THE WWDDEW DEPTHS OF
YOUR NOSTRILS.

Far mare works and books by
the cartoonist. wisit

www.netbateps.com

| FAIL TD SEE WHAT'S WRONG WITH
THAT... -
BUT IF IT'S 1N THE WAY, MM‘BE
YOW TAKE A STEP BACK, INSTEAD OF
INTERRUPTING MY FLOW OF
GENILS...

'WHERE WAS I7 AH, YES, AS WITH
EVERYTHING IN JEWISH LIFE, UNDER
THE SURFACE, IS A WHOLE WORLD OF

DEEPER...

(UT? WHO SAID "CUT?”

'WHERE'D Y0 GO?

Kip?

HIS GANG GET SWALLOWED UP BY
THE EARTH! HO WAY WOULD SUCH A

THING HAPPEN ON THIS WEEK...

[ WELL, IT SEEMS TO HAVE HAPPENED
10 ME ALL THE SAMEII

INWEXT WEEK'S PARSHA KORACH “_ﬁ\

HOW EXTRAWBERRY...
A POTHOLE AHEAD OF ITS
TIME...

WO, HO, THAT CAN'T BE RIGHT..
THAT'S WEXT WEEK!

Y'KNOW, "THE HITCHIKER™S GUIDE TO
THE GALAXY " COMMENTS ON THE
RATHER OBVIOUS DBSERVATIONS
THAT HUMAMN BEINGS MAKE, LIKE:

“IT'S A WICE DAY,” OR
"YOURE VERY TALL, BREWT YOUT*
OR... GET THIS...

“OH DEAR, YO SEEM, TO WANE FALLEW
DOWH B THIRTY -FOOT WELL,
BRE YU BLRIGHT?”




GREAT. WELL, IF THAT'S
YOUR WAY OF SHOWING
SYMPATHY, DUDE...
WELL...
I CAN'T SAY
"M SURPRISED...

KOW HOW ABOUT HELPING ME
UP OUT OF HERE?

HMM.... THINKING...

HURRY UF, DUDE!
THERE'S A RAT DOWN
HERE THAT'S GIVING
ME A "HARD STARE"...

THINKING...
YOU'LL HAVE TO
FORGIVE ME,
THIS DOESNT
COME NATURALLY
T0 ME...

I'VE GOT IT!
EUREKA!
I'VE GOT IT!!

BEING SWALLOWED UP

8y THE GRounp \S
RELEVANT FOR
PARASHAT SHALCH,
AFTER ALLM

' THE SPIES SAY TO MOSHE THAT
“IT 15 A LAND THAT DEVOURS ITS
INHABITANTS®, RIGHT?

WHICH IS A TERRIBLE THING TO
SAY AGAINST DUR PRECIOUS HOLY
LAND, ISN'TIT?

“GIARTS", THEY SAID.
“PLAGUES”, THEY SAll

"Ell'f REBBE NACHMAN OF BRESLOV SAYS THAT IF IT
APPEARS IN THE TORAH, THERE MUST BE SOME
TRUTH IHIT!

IT 15, IN FACT, A WONDERFUL
COMPLIMENT FOR THE LAND!
(EXCEPT THAT THE SPIES DBVOUSLY DIDH'T
MEAN | TO BE...)

»

THE LAKD OF ISRAEL "ENVELOPES™ ANYOHE WHO LIVES IN 1T,
AND "DIGESTS” THEM INTO ITS OWN HOLINESS! WE DON'T

JUST LIVE OW THE LAND, WE LIVE YW THE LAND, WE BECOME
COMPLETELY AT OWE WITH ITS HOLINESS!

YEAH, COOL, GREAT,
THANKS FOR THAT,
DUDE, REAL
INSPIRING AHD ALL...

DOESN'T THAT JUST SEND
A CHILL DOWN YOUR SPINE,
WHAT A PRINILEGE 1T IS TO
LIVE IH THIS LAND OF 6-D7

TOTALLY. HEY, Y'KNOW WHAT ELSE
SENDS A CHILL DOWN MY SPINE?
THE DRIP OF THIS SEPTIC TANK
DIRECTLY ABOVE ME...

OH, DON'T BE SUCH A GROUCH, KID!
GRAB HOLD OF THIS ROPE...

THINK HOW LUCKY ¥OU ARE! SOME
PEOPLE LIVE THEIR LIVES CONSUMED
BY ANGER, OR BY HATRED...

.. \WWHEREAS YOU, MR. KID, ARE FORTUNATE
ENOUGH TO LIVE HERE, WHERE THE ONLY THING
CONSUMING LIS 15 THE HOLY LAND,
'WHICH...

" ..FAR FROM HAVING GIAMTS ONIT...
1N 1T5 HIDDEN DEPTHS ARE THE HOLIEST AND
GODLIEST... -‘

...SEWEGE ZOMBIES!!!

PON'T EAT ME!Y!

" SOMEONE GET ME
{ THE CONSUMER'S HELPLINE!




TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

ELIAV SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER
DIRECTOR

HOW MUCH OF OUR LIFE
IS SHAPED MORE BY FEAR
THAN BY REALITY?

In nYw nwIo , the 23 M return from Y IN
xwr terrified. They describe giants, forti-
fied cities, and impossible battles. The nn
records their report, but %”1n teach that the
real failure lay not in what they saw — but in
how they interpreted it.

After everything 7x1w' 12 had already
experienced — NN, MO D’ NY I ,DINND NRY?
,M250 >0y ,n1n and the 1own — the %M
still concluded that entering the Land was
impossible. Instead of interpreting chal-
lenges through the lens of 'n nnawn , they
reframed everything in terms of fear.

Sometimes we do the same thing. We
know there are things we need to face —
conversations, responsibilities, personal
growth — but instead of admitting fear, we
build explanations that make avoidance feel
logical. Fear becomes disguised as “realism.”

That is what made 27> different. While the
other spies were swept up in panic and pub-
lic pressure, 170 remained steady and loyal
to the truth. The nnin describes that he had
(77277 92702) “Mmy NINR M7”, a different
spirit. He refused to be carried away by the
fear around him.

The punishment reflected the mistake
itself. Hashem says, “mw% oy mw?5 Dy»”
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NCSY ISRAEL

(772:7” 12711)— each day of the spies’ jour-
ney becomes a year in the desert. When a
person refuses to move forward, they can
remain stuck far longer than they ever
intended.

9”1n teach that when the nation
cried that night, Hashem respond-
ed, yapx )X DN YW 1’52 bn’d2 DNR”
ANR”Y 0”5 DYDY “MMNMTY n°oa Doy
Fear that is not confronted does not simply
disappear — it shapes future generations.

The 9291 had everything they needed:

1127 Nwn, Hashem’s promise, and open mir-

acles in front of them. Yet they still hesitated.

The question the Nw1o leaves us with is
simple but uncomfortable: how often do we
let fear define our decisions, even when we
already have everything we need to move
forward?

SHALOM NUER
9™ GRADE, ZICHRON YAAKOV

HOW A NAME
INFLUENCED COURAGE

In this week’s parshah, we see that even
when faced with death threats, Yehoshua
and Calev have the courage to stand up
against nearly all of Am Yisrael and stand up
for what they believe in. Where and how did
they get the courage to stand up against Am
Yisrael and speak the truth?

Well, we should first inspect who they are
and what shaped them to have such courage



in such a dangerous situation. Yehoshua was
Moshe’s disciple, and Calev had so much
faith in Hashem that he went and prayed
in Chevron for the strength to not be influ-
enced by the ten other meraglim. Accord-
ing to Rashi, Moshe also went and prayed
for Yehoshua and changed his name from
Hoshea to Yehoshua, asking Hashem to save
him from the council of the meraglim.

When a name is changed in the Tanakh,
it is because of success in a divine struggle.
For example, Yaakov was named Yisrael
after wrestling with an angel, and Avram
became Avraham after he left his home
and journeyed to Israel. So too here, when
Yehoshua went and tried to calm the angry
and fearful horde, standing up in defense of
Moshe and Aharon, he proved that his name
change was not in vain. It had, in fact, given
him the strength to stand up and do what is
right. Ultimately, that is what enabled him
to stand up to thousands of people in such a
dangerous situation, demonstrating the kind
of courage that Hashem wants from us. ®
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Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418
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The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!
SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-9562833

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah24
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EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING |
The New Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

Whether you choose a cozy one-bedroom just for you,
or a sprawling 2,700 sq ft Villa in the sky, your VIDA memories will last forever.
Prices start at 700K USD

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea

© +1-917-697-3233 @ www.vidatowers.com [J +972-58-500-5086



