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A NOTE FROM TORAH TIDBITS
In May of 1992, thirty-four years ago, the first edition of Torah Tidbits was published and disseminated to a  
handful of people. Phil Chernofsky, who served as the educational director of the OU Israel Center, was the 
founding editor. He grew the one page Torah Tidbits (hence the name) over the next two and a half decades into 
a weekly publication that reached thousands each and every Shabbat. 
OU Israel proudly produces Torah Tidbits each week, bringing inspiration, Torah wisdom, and chizuk to tens of 
thousands of people across the entire country and is read by thousands of readers online across the world!
As we celebrate this special anniversary of Torah Tidbits we pray to Hashem that we continue to be blessed 
to provide our very special and precious readership with a publication which connects us to one another and 
enhances each Shabbat in a joyful and most meaningful way!
Shabbat Shalom and be'sorot tovot. 
Aaron Goldscheider, Editor of Torah Tidbits
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The  
Golden MeanThe economist John Kenneth Galbraith 

once commented that the definition of 
a true philosopher is someone who can 
defend two polar opposite theories and 
be comfortable with Galbraith was on to 
something, but he was preceded by Cha-
zon Ish. 

In a letter, Chazon Ish comments on the 
qualifications of a Navi. He quotes Ram-
bam for example who states that Nevu’ah 
can only be received and transmitted if 
the prophet is b’simcha. Remarkably that 
means, comments Chazon Ish, that when  
Yirmiyahu wrote Eicha he was b’simcha! 
This counter-intuitive reality highlights 
the fact that a person has the capacity to 
live with two contradictory qualities and 
function comfortably with both of them 
simultaneously. 

In fact a careful reading of the first and 
second chapters of Rambam’s Hilchot Deot 
will reveal that this is the proper under-
standing of the Golden Mean, the middle 
path in exercising character traits. Contrary 
to the generally accepted understanding of 
this central motif that this “middle road” 
is “moderation” in the classic sense ( not 
extremely arrogant yet not extremely hum-
ble, but somewhere in the middle). Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk was known to 
say “A horse walks in the middle of the road 
not a Jew”.  

A proper analysis of Rambam’s halachot 
will reveal the true understanding of the 
Golden Mean. 

He can also exercise extreme humility and an embracing loveIt is not about a constant positioning “in 
the middle “Deot is about being in total 
control of one’s emotions. True success 
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

In raising our children, my wife and I have 
always tried to make a point of looking them 
in the eye and engaging with them to under-
stand how their day really went. So often, 
our children expect us to read their minds, 
to know what is in their hearts even when 
they do not express a single word about it. 
It becomes harder still once they are away 
from home, whether in yeshiva, the army, or 
ulpana. Still, we try to speak with them every 
single day to find out what is going on and to 
make sure they had a good day. Ultimately, 
understanding what is happening in some-
one else’s heart and mind is almost impossible 
unless they are able to open up, share, and tell 
us what is really going on.

Over the last two and a half years, I have 
found that this challenge of connection does 
not exist only between parents and children 
going through hard times. We are privileged 
to meet many such families through our pro-
grams for teens at risk and our programs for 
English speakers across Israel. This challenge 
exists just as much between the Jewish com-
munities on the two sides of the Atlantic. It 
is almost impossible to explain to Jews living 

in America what Jews in Israel are living 
through. What it means to have a child in the 
army. What it means to have a son over ene-
my lines. Or several children serving at once. 
What it feels like to stand at the funerals of 
your closest friends’ children, or beside the 
beds of wounded soldiers. What it means to 
schlep your children and grandchildren down 
the stairs to a public bomb shelter or, if you 
are fortunate, to the mamad inside your own 
home, two and three times in the middle of 
the night. Very often, we are not communi-
cating that message at all simply because we 
ourselves are still living it and have a hard 
time putting it into words.

I feel fortunate that through my work at  
OU Israel, I have the ability to meet our 
brothers and sisters on the other side of the 
Atlantic. Fewer of them are able to visit Israel 
these days because of the shortage of flights 
and the exorbitant cost of those still operating. 
But when I travel and sit with our brothers 
and sisters in New York, New Jersey, Flor-
ida, Los Angeles, Vancouver, and Toronto, 
I try my best to convey what life in Israel is 
actually like. So much of what they hear on 
the news feels distant from what is happen-
ing here. I tell them it is like being handed 
the smallest sliver of cake and believing that 
the sliver is the entire cake. Is it part of the 
cake? Of course it is. But you are missing the 
enormous rest of it: the incredible miracles 
we are witnessing, triumphs alongside chal-
lenges, the extraordinary days the Jewish 
people are living through, and the clear hand 
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu bringing us toward 

In Loving Memory of
Rabbi Dov/Barry Sidelsky z”l

on his first yahrzeit
Sadly missed by

his wife Naomi and daughters 
Michal Avior, Ariella Sidelsky Alcalay,  

Lea Plotkin and their families
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the geula sheleima very soon. We are, in many 
ways, writing the next megilla of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. I know for certain that the stories 
that have come out of the last few years will 
be repeated by future generations.

And the truth is that our brothers and sis-
ters overseas do try to feel what we are living 
through, each in their own way, and they are 
doing whatever they can to help. There is no 
denying that the numbers tell a hard story 
and that donations have dropped, the num-
ber of missions have dropped, in some cases 
dramatically. Yet they continue to send their 
support and stand with us through these 
unique days.

This past weekend, I once again had the 
privilege of marching in the Israel Day Parade 
up Fifth Avenue in Manhattan alongside so 
many Jews and non-Jews who had come from 
all over North America. Knesset Speaker Amir 
Ohana, who led a large delegation of Knesset 
members from both the coalition and the 
opposition, shared a beautiful thought with 
our OU Executive Vice President, Rabbi Dr. 
Josh Joseph. He explained that for as long as 
anyone could remember, the sitting mayor of 
New York had always walked in the Israel Day 
Parade and that the moment he realized this 
would not be the case this year, he decided he 
simply had to be there himself. He brought 
as many members of Knesset and ministers 
as he could so that we would all be marching 
together. There was something deeply moving 
about Israeli and American public leaders 
walking shoulder to shoulder. Moshe Lion, the 
mayor of Yerushalayim, came as well, togeth-
er with a number of ministers.

Because so many people were in New York 
for the parade, the whole weekend filled up 
with gatherings and conferences. There was 
a Thursday night event with the mayor of 

Yerushalayim centered on real estate projects 
across the city, the Arutz Sheva conference at 
Young Israel of Kew Gardens on Friday, where 
I had the zechut to speak, the Friday night 
dinner with Israelis at Park East Synagogue, 
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and the B’Sheva conference on Sunday that 
drew people from across the Jewish world. 
It was, in the best sense, a long weekend in 
Israel everywhere you turned, all in the most 
positive way. A tremendous yasher koach to 
everyone who made it happen.

But when I stood at the parade and asked 
myself what the single most important thing 
happening there was, the answer was simple. 
It was the next generation. It was watching 
young people who spend their days seeing 
Israel attacked across social media come out, 
look around, and realize, “Look how many 
people support Israel. Look how many people 
feel what I feel.” Jews of every kind, and non-
Jews too, marched together with enormous 
pride, giant Israeli flags and floats, from Holo-
caust survivors to the JSU students from our 
Jewish Student Union clubs across the North 
American public school system. Many of them 
were standing up publicly, some for the first 
time, to say that they are proud to support 

Israel, proud to support our IDF soldiers, and 
proud to support the good and true values 
that Israel tries to bring to this world.

Seeing that next generation with fire in 
their eyes, dancing in the streets, proud and 
happy to be Jewish, is something I will carry 
with me. B’ezrat Hashem, we should contin-
ue to watch our next generation grow up with 
the truth, drawing inspiration from Israel and 
standing up for Israel. 

I daven that just as we try to listen to our 
children’s hearts, the Jewish people, both in 
Israel and in the Diaspora, take the time to 
truly hear one another and understand what 
each side is feeling & experiencing. And B’ez-
rat Hashem, k’ish echad b’lev echad, may we 
be zocheh to see the binyan beit hamikdash 
very soon.
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.orgIn loving memory of  

our parents, grandparents  
and great-grandparents

Elaine Zimmerman a”h
 עלקה ג’אנה 

בת חיים שלום הכהן ע”ה
נפטרה ט”ז סיון תשע”ג
On her 13th yahrzeit 

Dr Charles Cohen z”l
 ישעיה יצחק 

בן מנדל אריה הלוי ז”ל
נפטר י”ד סיון תשע”ו 
On his 10th yahrzeit 

The Zimmerman family 
Nof Ayalon, Kerem Reim,  

Jerusalem, Nairobi 



OU ISRAEL 7

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

Global Shipping: 050-424-8359

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

AIR CONDITIONING
best quality

References in
YOUR neighborhood

Proffessional
& reliable

Only Jewish
labor

polarairbiz@gmail.com |         052-240-5063

 YRS E
X

P
E

RIENCE * ן
סיו
ני

ת 

שנו
 *

20+

Sales & Installation of
VRF | Multi | Inverter | Central

FR
EE

PI
K.

CO
M



8 TORAH TIDBITS 1663 / SHELACH



OU ISRAEL 9

Bein 
 Har l'Kinneret

In Yavne'el

KOSHER 
 VILLA

Spacious grounds  
with lots  

of activities

10 min  
from 

Kinneret

Luxury  
8- bedroom villa 

(For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

A s h k e l n

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

“Relaxing on my porch
overlooking

bless the day
your advice

 the clear blue sea,
I sip my coffee and 
I listened to  and
purchased this apartment.”

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ffoorr  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff
sseeaa--vviieeww  pprrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  rreenntt..

Another satisfied client



10 TORAH TIDBITS 1663 / SHELACH

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT SHELACH
1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 13:1-20)

Moshe is instructed to send lead-
ers, 1 per tribe, to tour the Land.  

Their names are listed.  They are to travel 
from the Negev to the mountainous area.  To 
see the land, the people, the cities and the fer-
tility: assess them and bring back produce.

Rashi says that Moshe was given the dis-
cretion to send spies.  He was not ordered to 
do so.  It was his choice.  Given the bad out-
come, in retrospect it seems like a bad error 
in judgement.  Why then did he send them?  
What was he thinking?

Sending the spies is the first tangible step 
in the march to the Land.  Entering the Land 
is going to be messy business.  It means con-
quering through war.  Some will want to do 
that.  Some will not.  

And knowing he is facing this contentious 
issue Moshe must have been spooked by the 
multiple conflicts at the end of last week’s 
Parsha.  The people are a cantankerous lot.  
Complaining.  Dissatisfied.  Moshe must have 
been a bit skittish after all those complaints.  
If they complain about meat and about my 
leadership, who knows what kind of rebellion 
could come from the challenges of entering 
the Land.  The opinions for and against will 
be fierce; we could have a civil war.  

Moshe must have wondered: how can I get 
the people on board and avoid conflict?  What 
strategy could avoid civil war?  

I know.  Enlist the support of the 12 leaders 

of the tribes.  If the leaders are on board, the 
people will feel more willing to shoulder the 
challenges of entering the Land.  Sounds like 
a good idea. 

2ND ALIYA (13:21-14:7)
So travel they did; entering from 

the south, traveling north to Hev-
ron, where descendants of the giants lived.  
They gathered grapes, pomegranates and figs, 
returning after 40 days, reporting to Moshe, 
Aharon and the people, showing them the 
fruits.  They said: it is a Land of milk and hon-
ey.  The people are strong, cities heavily forti-
fied, and we saw giants.  Many nations dwell 
there, including Amalek.  Calev interrupted: 
Let’s go and take this Land, we can do it.  The 
others answered: no, we can’t.  They slan-
dered the Land, offering that we are grass-
hoppers in the eyes of the people of the Land.  
The people challenged Moshe and Aharon: 
better that we had died in Egypt or here in the 
desert rather than die trying to take the Land.  
Moshe and Aharon are despondent, Calev and 
Yehoshua rip  their clothes.  Yehoshua said: 
the Land is very, very good.

The spy’s mission backfires.  Instead of get-
ting buy-in from the leaders, the leaders are 
scared.  They are worried, unconvinced that 
the war will be successful.  The leaders are 
scared and the people not far behind.

There are many themes running through 
this story.  We could look at the story and try 
to analyze the motives of the people, what 
they were thinking, why they lacked faith; all 
important themes.

But we can also look at the story as a 
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paradigm.  What is the story teaching us 
about the dynamic of Jewish history?  Or of 
the interaction of leaders and followers.  Or 
of the interplay of G-d and man in the entry 
to the Land.

One paradigm we could extract is in 
Moshe’s decision making.  And in this there is 
a powerful and enduring lesson.  Moshe made 
a terrible error in judgement in sending the 
spies.  But that is in hindsight.  In real time, 
following a series of little rebellions from the 
people, he was faced with a quandary as to 
how to prevent a big rebellion, a civil war.  
Moshe felt embattled.  The people complained 
3 times in last week’s parsha; one complaint 
wasn’t even spelled out, then followed by 
dissatisfaction with the manna and want-
ing meat, and that followed by his very own 
brother and sister criticizing him.  

If lack of meat makes them question 
Moshe’s leadership, how much more so the 
upcoming war.  Moshe desperately sought a 
remedy for what he saw was an impending 
rebellion.  His decision seemed wise at the 
time, designed to prevent this civil war; send-
ing spies.  And it turned tragic.

The lesson to us could well be, and I say this 
in our current national turmoil, not meaning 
to take any sides:  decisions that leaders have 
to make are, well, they are tough to get right.  
Moshe did what he thought was best and it 
turned out bad – and that is Moshe, the great-
est leader we ever had.  If he erred, we can be 
sure that leaders over the years, lesser people 
than Moshe, will inevitably use their best 
judgement and sometimes just get it wrong.  
It doesn’t mean they are bad people.  Just that 
they are wrong.

If Moshe can err in judgement, and we 
know his good intentions, then any leader 
can err, and will err, regardless of their good 

intentions.  
3RD ALIYA (14:8-25)

Yehoshua said: if G-d wants, He 
will bring us there.  But do not reb-

el against Him.  The people wanted to stone 
him.  G-d said to Moshe:  how long will these 
people annoy me, after all the miracles I have 
done?  I will wipe them out and make you a 
great nation.  Moshe countered: You can’t do 
that.  It will appear as if You lack the power to 
bring them into the Land.  Gird Yourself, God, 
and be merciful.  G-d said:  I forgive them as 
you have said.  But.  These people, witnesses 
to all the miracles who now balk; they will not 
enter the Land, save Calev.

This story of the spies is one of the 2 
national failures of the Torah, right beside 
the golden calf.  In fact, G-d’s response here 
is almost identical to His response there: let 
Me wipe them out and make you Moshe the 
new nation.  And Moshe’s response here too 
is identical to there.  If you wipe them out, 
people will assume You are good at taking the 
people out of Egypt.  But You can’t bring the 
people to the Land.  Your power is limited.  

Moshe pleads: G-d relents.  And that is a 
powerful lesson, the same lesson as the Gold-
en Calf.  They are both stories of failure, to be 
sure.  But more crucially, they are both sto-
ries of forgiveness.  G-d wanted to destroy the 
Jewish people.  But He didn’t.  He didn’t at the 
golden calf.  And He doesn’t here.

Of course, we only know of that near 
destruction of the people and Moshe’s plead-
ing to save them because we were given a 
glimpse beyond the veil, privy to the exchange 
between G-d and Moshe.  The people on the 
street never know this.  All they know is that 
they are punished with 40 years in the desert, 
never to see the Land.

And that is the power of this story.  This 
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That is the crucial element of this story: 
the commitment of G-d to His people is 
unchanged.  His plan merely delayed.  This is 
the story of love of G-d for His people.  While 
the timetable has been altered, the commit-
ment He has made to bring us to the Land is 
in full force.

5TH ALIYA (15:8-16)
A bull offering’s flour, oil and 

wine amounts are higher than for 
sheep.  Everyone brings these similar liba-
tions: one law for all.

This very short aliya is a continuation of 
the previous aliya in which the flour, oil and 
wine amounts are given for offerings of sheep 
or rams.  The previous aliya did not want to 
end with the tragedy of the story of the spies.  
Instead, it ended with the phrase “a pleasing 
aroma to G-d”.  

In fact, this description of the libations is 
encouragement.  You will make it to the Land.  
And you will bring offerings there.  You will 
bring flour, oil and wine that accompany the 
offerings.  

Those things are the finest of the produce 
of the Land.  On the heels of the sentence of 
40 years in the desert is the promise that you 
will harvest wheat, olives and grapes in your 
Land.  You may be suffering now due to this 
terrible sin of the spies.  But good times await 
you.  And I, G-d says, want you to approach 
Me with your full noble station of life: your 
fine flour, finest olive oil and the joy of wine.

6TH ALIYA (15:17-26)
Upon entering the Land, the 

mitzvah of taking challah from 
bread dough begins.  If an error is made and 
the entire people accidentally sin as a result, 
a sin offering of a bull is brought.  Atonement 
is granted as the people sinned accidentally.  

The post spy encouragement continues.  You 

story is the peek behind the veil.  G-d wants to 
destroy us.  Moshe pleads.  We are saved.  

It is the story of what could have been.  But 
wasn’t.  Does 40 years in the desert seem 
harsh?  Well, not when juxtaposed to the 
alternative: destruction of the entire people.  
We see 40 years as bad.  No, no, no.  40 years is 
generosity.  Forgiveness.  Mercy.  Love.

We are at such a disadvantage when view-
ing the tragedies of Jewish history.  Because 
we only see what actually happens; we never 
see what could have happened.  What we see 
may look terrible.  But what could have been 
might be so much worse.

We must be oh so careful when thinking we 
can surmise the Divine way.  This story teach-
es us: we never know what could have been, 
what may have been.  It could have been the 
destruction of our people.  But it wasn’t; it was 
only a 40-year delay.  

The 40 years in the desert looks like a trag-
edy.  But it is actually Divine love; He did not 
destroy us.  Only delayed us.   

4TH ALIYA (14:26-15:7)
G-d told Moshe and Aharon to 

tell the people: As you have said, so 
will it be.  You will not enter the Land.  You all 
will die in the desert.  Your children will enter 
the Land.  The number of days you toured 
will be the number of years in the desert, 40 
years.  The people mourned.  They attempted 
to rectify their error by arising early to now 
journey, but Moshe warned them that G-d is 
not with them.  They suffered defeat.  Moshe 
instructed:  when you settle in the Land and 
bring offerings, bring flour, oil and wine with 
the offerings.  This will be pleasing to G-d.  

While the people are told that they will all 
die in the desert, they are also told they will 
enter the Land.  Well, not them, but their 
children.  
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will enter the Land.  And you will have bread, 
not manna.  In the midst of a crisis, it is hard to 
imagine the smoke clearing.  But it does.  And 
it will.  You personally will not make it to the 
Land; but the Jewish people will.  

7TH ALIYA (15:27-41)
A chatat offering atones for an 

accidental sin.  However, the soul is 
cut off for one who blasphemes G-d.  A person 
was found chopping wood on Shabbat.  He 
was sequestered, as Moshe and Aharon did 
not know what to do with him.  They were 
told he was to be put to death.  Place tzitzit on 
the corners of your garment as a reminder to 
do all the mitzvot and be holy to Me.

The lessons of leadership continue.  Moshe 
and Aharon do not know what to do with the 
person found chopping wood on Shabbat.  
And they have no problem admitting that they 
don’t know.  

A leader as great as Moshe does not have all 
the answers all the time.  No shame in admit-
ting that.

HAFTORAH: YEHOSHUA 2:1-24

The Torah portion discusses the twelve 
spies that were sent by Moshe to explore the 
Holy Land. We fast forward in our haftorah 
to the story of the spies that Yehoshua sent to 
scout the city of Yericho, prior to the Jewish 
people’s invasion of the Land.

The two spies arrive in Yericho and lodged 
at an inn operated by a woman named 
Rachav. When their presence is made known, 
she hides her guests and protects them from 
the king. She actually hid them on her rooftop.

The two spies assure her that they will pro-
tect her and her family when the Israelites 
enter and conquer the Land. She is to place a 
scarlet thread in the window as a sign that her 

home is a place of safe haven.  
The haftorah then dramatically describes 

Rachav providing a way for the men to safely 
escape. The men are able to grab onto a rope 
and lower themselves from her window. The 
spies are successful in exiting the city and 
return to Yehoshua with their report. 

STATS
37th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 198 lines, ranks 25th.
10 Parshiyot; 7 open, 3 closed.
119 pesukim, ranks 21, 6th/Bamidbar.
1540 words, ranks 27, 5th/Bamidbar.
5820 letters, ranks 27, 4th/Bamidbar.
Shelach has shorter than average 
pesukim, which explains the drop in 
rank for words and letters, yet the rise 
in rank within Bamidbar indicates that 
there are sedras with even shorter 
pesukim.

MITZVOT
3 mitzvot - 2 positives - Challah & Tzitzit, 
and 1 prohibition, not to follow the 
temptations of your heart and eyes. 
As we point out often, the distribution 
of mitzvot in the Torah is very uneven. 
With only 3 mitzvot, there are 25 sedras 
with fewer mitzvot than Shelach and 26 
with more. 3 is the median number of 
mitzvot per sedra in the Torah. T'ruma 
and Chukat also have 3 mitzvot each.

Mazal  Tov to  
Binyamin & Nancy Chernofsky 

and family on the birth of  
their great- granddaughter
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

ומה הארץ השמנה היא אם רזה היש בה עץ אם אין )יג:כ(

“And what the land is, whether it is fat or lean, whether there are trees therein 
or not” (13:20)
Why did Moshe advise the spies to seek out if there are trees or not?
Rashi quoting Talmud Baba Batra 15a, explains that Moshe was instructing the 
spies to look for a righteous person among the inhabitants of Canaan who would 
protect them by his merits. Perhaps as it states in Devarim 20:19, “For a man is 
like the tree of the field”, just as a tree provides shade and shelter from the ele-
ments, so too a worthy man provides salvation and protection to others by his 
actions and prayers.
Rabbi David Cohen (Rav, Kehillat Gevul Yaavetz, N.Y.- Sefer Otzar Hatefillah) offers 
a deeper insight. Moshe specifically asked the spies to seek out such individuals in 
the fields and orchards and not to search out such a person in the houses of wor-
ship or centers of study. If such an individual was truly worthy, his influence would 
be felt far beyond the study halls and even outside his immediate environment. 
Shabbat Shalom

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments
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Reupholstery in fabric or leather 

Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes

Highly skilled & Professional Work 

Trained in Italy

23 years in business

Fine reupholstery and 
leather repairs

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable? 

Beautifully restored, built to last

Jonathan Pront
052-2388731

jpront@gmail.com
Servicing most of 

the country

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER

ILANA NELSON        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

HISTORICAL HOME IN 
THE CITY CENTER CLOSE 
WALK TO THE KOTEL
HELENEI HAMALKA ST #24, 
GROUND FLOOR WITH EXIT TO 
35 SQM GARDEN IN EXCLUSIVE 
USE, 3.5 ROOM DUPLEX APT 
WITH TWO MASTER 
BEDROOMS AND A 
STUDY/OFFICE ROOM.
VAST LIVING AREA WITH 
SOARING CEILING, 
RENOVATED 5 YRS AGO TO THE 
HIGHEST STANDARD
ASKING PRICE: NIS 6,900,000
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

“Caleb at the 
Crossroads”
Imagine standing at a crossroads. We have 

all been there. We have all experienced 
moments in our life’s journey when we had 
to make a crucial choice and decide whether 
to proceed along one road or along anoth-
er. (Except for Yogi Berra, of course, who 
famously said, “When you come to a fork in 
the road, take it.”)

We have all also experienced moments 
much further along in our journey, often 
many years later, when we reflected back 
upon our decision and wondered what 
would have been if we had pursued the alter-
native road.

Now imagine standing at a crossroads 
together with a close friend. Both of you face 
an identical choice, either this road or that. 
One of you chooses one road, and the oth-
er decides differently and selects the other 
road. 

Each would have an intriguing tale to tell 
if, after many years, they had to meet and 
have the opportunity to compare the results 
of their different decisions.

Throughout my adult life, I have been 

fascinated by the experiences of survivors 
of the Holocaust. Whenever I have been 
fortunate enough to have the time to engage 
in conversation with one of them, I listened 
eagerly to their stories. When they permit, 
and they do not always, I ask them questions 
not just about their experiences, but about 
their choices and decisions.

I especially remember the discussions I 
had with one of them—let us call him Mr. Sil-
ver. He often would tell me about the hellish 
years he spent fleeing and fighting the Nazis 
in the forests of Poland. He had a companion 
then—let us call him Simon. Mr. Silver and 
Simon were boyhood friends who together 
witnessed the murder of their parents, and 
who together managed to escape and join the 
partisans. Eventually, they were both caught 
and incarcerated in prisons and concentra-
tion camps.

In his story, Mr. Silver compared his atti-
tude throughout those horrific times with 
the attitude of his friend Simon. “You know 
me,” he would say, “and you know how 
I’ve always seen the bright side of things, 
the hopefulness of every situation, howev-
er dire.” Indeed, I assured him that I could 
vouch for his consistent optimism.

“As much as I was an idealist,” he would 
continue, “so was Simon a hard-core realist. 
He saw things as they were and dealt with 
them accordingly. He had no illusions what-
soever of hope.”

Many years after my conversation with 
Mr. Silver, I finally met Simon and, together 
with him, was able to compare the life he led 

Professional 
Window Cleaning
Trusted | Local | Reliable

055.978.5095    
Screens  Tracks  Trissim  Windows at height
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subsequent to the Holocaust, and subsequent 
to his crossroad decisions, with the life of 
Mr. Silver. Simon, after the war, chose not to 
marry and chose to live in a rather remote 
American community with little contact with 
other Jews. Mr. Silver married, raised a large 
family with numerous grandchildren, and 
was very much involved with Jewish caus-
es, and eventually chose to live out his final 
years in the state of Israel.

Two individuals at the same crossroads, 
making different decisions, with starkly dif-
ferent life outcomes.

This week’s Torah portion, Shelach, gives 
us the opportunity to witness individuals at 
the crossroads. Individuals who make rad-
ically different decisions and whose lives 
thereby played out very differently.

Let us focus, for example, on the personal-
ities of Nachbi ben Vofsi, prince of the tribe 
of Naphtali, and of Caleb ben Yefuneh, prince 
of the tribe of Judah. Up until the dramatic 
moment described in this week’s parsha they 
led almost identical lives. They both experi-
enced the Exodus from Egypt, the miracu-
lous splitting of the Red Sea, the revelation 
at Mount Sinai, and opportunities for leader-
ship of their respective tribes. 

They were both assigned to spy out the 
land of Canaan, and they both crisscrossed 
the Promised Land and returned to give their 
reports. But then we read (Numbers 13:30-
31), “Caleb...said, ‘Let us by all means go up, 
as we shall gain possession of the land, and 
we shall surely overcome.’ But the men who 
had gone up with him (one of whom was 
Nachbi) said, ‘We cannot attack that people, 
for they are stronger than we.’”

Two individuals, at this very same cross-
roads in their lives; one full of hope and trust 
and confidence, and the other frightened, 

albeit very realistic.
How differently their lives played out from 

this point forward. Nachbi perished in igno-
miny in the desert while Caleb remained a 
prince, enhanced his reputation, and was 
granted his reward, the city of Hebron.

We all face crossroads in our lives; some 
of great significance, and some seemingly 
trivial. Our choices can be Nachbi-like—
practical and safe, but ultimately cowardly. 
Or they can be informed by hope, trust, and 
confidence, and ultimately be brave and 
heroic.

The choice is ours, and so are the conse-
quences for the rest of our lives. 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
GREAT INVESTMENT ON RACHEL IMEINU ST. 
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building 
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master 
bedroom, sunny, quiet, rented 7500 NIS/month, 
Exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS.
GOOD DEAL IN RECHAVIA
Large 5 rooms, 125m neto, on the ground floor of a 
stylish building, 2 balconies with possible exit to  
garden, for renovation with great potential, high ceilings, 
3 directions, mamad, Exclusive, 4,900,000 NIS.
CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON, GANEI ZION 
Great 5 room apt, 120m, in a luxury building with 
Shabbat elevator, 12m balcony, beautifully renovated, 
large living room, master bedroom, quiet, storage 
room, double parking, Exclusive, 5,600,000 NIS.
CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY  
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m,  
140m private garden, in a modern building, large 
living room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage 
room, private parking. RARE!
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Dr. Victor  
Stiebel
PSYCHIATRIST

CONSULTATIONS  IN:
 Pharmacology
 Geriatrics
 Medical Complexity
 Military Psychiatry

is pleased to announce 
that he will be seeing 
patients privately  
at Wolfson Medical 
Center Jerusalem

Wolfson Medical Center: Cell: 

02-563-6265  |  055-500-6240
DrStiebelOffice@icloud.com

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and 
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing: 
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from 
the foundation and external), basements, 
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola 
construction and enclosure of balconies with 
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel  
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor 
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation  
with no obligation.

4 0 +  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E
OSTEOPATH
Alan Nevies

U K  &  I S R A E L  R E G I S T E R E D

CLINIC IN
MODIIN

ELITEMED

Back pain & Sciatica
Headaches & Neck Pain
Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries
Working closely with Orthopaedic 
Surgeons, Neurologists, 
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

SPECIALIZING

Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181 EliteMed

בס׳׳ד

Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center

S c h e d u l e  a n 
a p p o i n t m e n t  t o d a y

02-674-3888Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Mattress

And
more

cleaning
services

CurtainsPolish

050-445-5975
info.talclean@gmail.com

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . T A L C L E A N . C O . I L

Contact us:



20 TORAH TIDBITS 1663 / SHELACH

Covenant & Conversation

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HE-
BREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

COVENANT & CONVERSATION

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

THOUGHTS ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA

FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED HEBREW  
CONGREGATIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Beyond  
the Fringe

Our Torah portion ends with one of the 
great commands of Judaism – tzitzit, the 
fringes worn on the corners of our garments 
as a perennial reminder of our identity as 
Jews and our obligation to keep the Torah’s 
commands:

The Lord said to Moses: “Speak to the 
Israelites; tell them to make fringes on the 
corners of their garments throughout all the 
generations. To the fringe, on each corner, 
they should attach a blue cord. And this shall 
be your fringe: seeing it, you shall remember 
all the Lord’s commands and keep them. You 
will not then go astray, following the lusts of 
your heart or of your eyes. This is to remind 
you to keep all My commands, to remain holy 
to your God.” (Num. 15:37-40)

So central is this command, that it became 
the third paragraph of the Shema, the 
supreme declaration of Jewish faith. I once 
heard the following commentary from my 
teacher, Rabbi Dr Nachum Rabinovitch.

He began by pointing out some of the 
strange features of the command. On the 
one hand, the Sages said that the command 

of tzitzit is equal to all the other commands 
together, as it is said: “Look at it and recall all 
the commandments of the Lord and observe 
them.” It is thus of fundamental significance.

On the other hand, it is not absolutely oblig-
atory. It is possible to avoid the command of 
fringes altogether by never wearing a gar-
ment of four or more corners. Maimonides 
rules: “Even though one is not obligated to 
acquire a [four-cornered] robe and wrap 
oneself in it in order to [fulfil the command 
of] tzitzit, it is not fitting for a pious individual 
to exempt himself from this command” (Laws 
of Tzitzit, 3:11). It is important and praisewor-
thy but not categorical. It is conditional: if you 
have such a garment, then you must put fring-
es on it. Why so? Surely it should be obliga-
tory, in the way that tefillin (phylacteries) are.

There is another unusual phenomenon. In 
the course of time, the custom has evolved 
to fulfil the command in two quite different 
ways: the first, in the form of a tallit (robe, 
shawl) which is worn over our other clothes, 
specifically while we pray; the second in the 
form of an undergarment, worn beneath our 
outer clothing throughout the day.

Not only do we keep the one command in 
two different ways. We also make different 
blessings over the two forms. Over the tal-
lit, we say, “who has sanctified us with His 
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

For sale in BAKA. Fabulous 
renovated 4 room apt. 3 
bedrooms - one is a master 
bedroom and one is a 
safe room (mamad). High 
level finishes, custom built in 
carpentry and cabinets in all 
the rooms. Terrace, parking, 
Shabbat elevator & storage 
Price: 4,350,000 NIS !!!

Fantastic townhouse for sale in OLD KATAMON.  
6 bedrooms and 5.5 bathrooms.  
Safe room. 
Great condition registered garden 74 sqm.
Call me for more information.

Theatron Residences.  
150 sqm on one floor with 
open sukkah terrace and 
magnificent views. Sold 
fully furnished including 
appliances. Safe room - 
private mamad, 2 parking 
spots and storage.

Large rental in BAKA.   
200 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 
duplex, mamad, furnished, 
one flight up. 

Price: 16,000 NIS/month

New exclusive.  
Harav Berlin Street. 
116 sqm, built as 3 bed-
rooms and 2.5 bathrooms. 
Private use of beautiful 
garden.  
Great condition.  
Price: 5,200,000 NIS

commandments, and commanded us to wrap 
ourselves in a fringed garment.” Over the 
undergarment, we say, “who has sanctified 
us with His commandments, and command-
ed us concerning the precept of the fringed 
garment.” Why is one command split into two 
in this way?

Rabbi Rabinovitch gave this answer: there 
are two kinds of clothing. There are the 
clothes we wear to project an image. A king, 
a judge, and a soldier all wear clothing that 
conceals the individual and instead proclaims 
a role, an office, a rank. As such, clothes, espe-
cially uniforms, can be misleading. A king 
dressed as a beggar will not (or would not, 
before television) be recognised as royalty. 
A beggar dressed as a king may find himself 
honoured. A policeman dressed as a police-
man carries with him a certain authority, an 
aura of power, even though he may feel ner-
vous and insecure. Clothes disguise. They are 
like a mask, hiding the person beneath. Such 
are the clothes we wear in public when we 
want to create a certain impression.

But there are other clothes we wear when 
we are alone that may convey more power-
fully than anything else the kind of person we 
really are: the artist in his studio, the writer 
at his desk, the gardener tending the roses. 
They do not dress to create an impression. To 
the contrary: they dress as they do because of 
what they are, not because of what they wish 
to seem.

The two kinds of tzitzit represent these 
different forms of dress. When we engage in 
prayer, we sense in our heart how unworthy 
we may be of the high demands God has made 
of us. We feel the need to come before God as 
something more than just ourselves. We cover 
ourselves in the robe, the tallit, the great sym-
bol of the Jewish people at prayer. We conceal 
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our individuality – in the language of the 
blessing over the tallit, we “wrap ourselves in 
a fringed garment.” It is as if we were saying 
to God: I may only be a beggar, but I am wear-
ing a royal robe, the robe of your people Israel 
who prayed to You throughout the centuries, 
to whom You showed a special love and took 
as Your own. The tallit hides the person we are 
and represents the person we would like to be, 
because in prayer we ask God to judge us not 
for what we are, but for what we wish to be.

The deeper symbolism of tzitzit, however, 
is that it represents the commandments as a 
whole (“look at it and recall all the command-
ments of the Lord”) – and these become part 
of what and who we are only when we accept 
them without coercion, of our own free will. 
That is why the command of tzitzit is not cate-
gorical. We do not have to keep it. We are not 
obligated to buy a four-cornered garment. 

When we do so, it is because we choose to do 
so. We obligate ourselves. That is why opting 
to wear tzitzit symbolises the free acceptance 
of all the duties of Jewish life.

This is the most inward, intimate, intense-
ly personal aspect of faith, whereby in our 
innermost soul we dedicate ourselves to God 
and His commands. There is nothing public 
about this. It is not for outer show. It is who we 
are when we are alone, not trying to impress 
anyone, not wishing to seem what we are not. 
This is the command of tzitzit as undergar-
ments, beneath, not on top of, our clothing. 
Over this we make a different blessing. We 
do not talk about “wrapping ourselves in a 
fringed garment” – because this form of fring-
es is not for outward show. We are not trying 
to hide ourselves beneath a uniform. Instead, 
we are expressing our innermost commit-
ment to God’s word and call to us. Over this 
we say the blessing, “who has commanded 
us concerning the precept of tzitzit” because 
what matters is not the mask but the reality, 
not how we wish to appear, but what we real-
ly are.

In this striking way tzitzit represent the 
dual nature of Judaism. On the one hand it is 
a way of life that is public, communal, shared 
with others across the world and through the 
ages. We keep Shabbat, celebrate the festi-
vals, observe the dietary laws and the laws of 
family purity in a way that has hardly varied 
for many centuries. That is the public face of 
Judaism – the tallit we wear, the cloak woven 
out of the 613 threads, each one a command 
from God.

But there is also our inner life as people 
of faith. There are things we can say to God 
that we can say to no-one else. He knows our 
thoughts, hopes, fears, better than we know 
them ourselves. We speak to Him in the 
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privacy of the soul, and He listens. That inter-
nal conversation – the opening of our heart to 
Him who brought us into existence in love – is 
not for public show. Like the fringed under-
garment, it stays hidden. But it is no less real 
an aspect of Jewish spirituality. The two types 
of fringed garment represent the two dime. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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+972 52-587-8788

office@noamhomes.com

www.noamhomes.com

FOR
SALE

₪11,000,000

₪2,650,000

RAMOT, JERUSALEM
   409 sqm plot | 4 floors

Private villa, 250 sqm with permit to build
350 sqm total, pool & parking.

New Project
Pre 

Sale

Discover Solomon Ridge, upscale living in
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious apartments,

breathtaking views.
For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking

and sukkah balcony.
Estimated cost: ₪ 1,990,000

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪7,450,000

5 units |  105 sqm | Ground floor out of 3
Renovated garden apartment, 180 sqm

private yard, 5 rented units, strong income.

 3 Bedrooms | 80 sqm |  Half-floor up 
City-center duplex. Studio + 2.5 rooms,

separate entrances, Airbnb 15K–18K NIS.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪3,300,000

ZAYIT, EFRAT
3 Bdr | 2nd Floor | Approx. 115 sqm

Sukkah balcony, Mamad, 1.5 bathrooms,
2 storage units & 2 parking spots.

 Sukkah balcony, Mamad, 3 bathrooms,
A/C, storage room, parking.

ZAYIT, EFRAT 

₪3,750,000

5 Rooms | 168 sqm 

₪4,990,000

4 Bedrooms | 135 sqm | 9th floor 
Luxury Ramat Sharett apt: panoramic

views, mamad, parking, storage.

BAIT-VAGAN, JERUSALEM

Dr. Harry Weisman
Former Assist. Clinical  
Professor of Medicine,  

UCLA School of Medicine;  
Div. of Endocrinology & Metabolism

Weight loss Consultation

+972 53 472 2159

Author of  
The 18% Solution –
Lose 18% of Your 

weight in 18 Weeks
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1976-2026

Once-A-Year Sale!

20% off ALL English books,  
including sets and new releases!

 10% הנחה על כל
ספרי ארטסקרול בעברית!
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PRAYER

To order online 
with HOME DELIVERY visit: Call Center: 

artscrollisrael.co.il   02-500-1500

 AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSELLER 

Shipping only 29₪ Free shipping on orders over 199₪
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

myself reluctant to call the event a “battle” - 
because it was anything except that! The text 
makes it clear that the Israelites did every-
thing BUT fight. Upon Hashem’s command, 
the army surrounded the city and, for seven 
days (led by the Aron and seven Kohanim 
blasting their shofarot), proceeded to march 
around the city. On the seventh day, they fol-
lowed this same procedure seven times and, 
after the last circuit, the city’s walls collapsed, 
killing the enemy, thereby allowing the troops 
to enter the city. 

That was it! The army paraded around the 
city and sounded the shofarot –but they never 
even raised a sword throughout that time. For 
that reason, Hashem told the people that they 
were prohibited from taking any of the booty 
because the victory – and its spoils - belonged 
to G-d-and to Him alone. That was precisely 
the lesson that Hashem wanted the people 
to learn. But they didn’t. The subsequent 
p’rakim tell us how Achan ben Karmi DID 
take from the spoils- resulting in the defeat 
of Yehoshua’s army in the next battle, a war 
against the city of Ai.

Rabbi Menachem Liebtag addresses the 
question as to why ALL of Israel was punished 
when but one man sinned and took from the 
spoils. Why does the text TWICE declare that 
“the people of Israel trespassed” when only 
one person did? Rabbi Liebtag’s response is 
both illuminating and satisfying. He explains 
that, although the sin was committed by one, 
the collective attitude, shared by many, was 
that they, as victors, had earned the right to 

The Lesson  
of Yericho

The well-known story related to us in our 
haftarah of Yehoshua’s spies and the events 
that took place in Yericho even before its 
conquest, parallel the key story found in our 
parasha. Over the years, we have mentioned 
the differences between the two stories, pri-
marily, that the sin of Moshe’s spies caused 
the nation to remain in the desert for thir-
ty-nine more years, while Yehoshua’s success-
ful “undercover” mission, paved the entry of 
B’nai Yisra’el into Eretz Yisrael. Yet, it is true 
that, just as the spies in the desert impacted 
the very history of Israel, so too, the account 
related by Joshua’s spies cannot be regarded 
as an isolated incident, but as the first link of a 
chain of events. It is, in reality, a prelude to the 
conquest of Yericho, the resulting defeat at Ai 
and a lesson for the nation and their ensuing 
battles. 

In discussing the conquest of Jericho, I find 

051-595-8404051-595-8404051-595-8404
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

take from the spoils; in other words, that the 
victory was not of G-d’s doing alone. And to 
prove that such an attitude was shared by 
many, Rabbi Liebtag points to what the offi-
cers advised Yehoshua before the next battle.

In preparation for the conquest of Ai, 
Yehoshua’s agents reported that the city was 
small and relatively weak and, therefore, did 
not require to “exhaust the entire army.” Rath-
er, they suggested sending only 2-3,000 troops 
to battle which would suffice to conquer the 
city…and Yehoshua accepted that suggestion. 
Now, Israel had yet to win even one battle! 
She did not even fight against the residents of 
Jericho, yet they felt that they were powerful 
enough not to send the whole army??? They 
could do it alone??? Like Achan, they had not 
learned the lesson of Yericho. And, like Achan, 
they too were punished. 

We are blessed to hear the words of the 
prophets on each Shabbat and Yom Tov. How 
important it is for us, therefore, to spend time 
understanding the haftarah from its source 
and, by doing so, learning more of the mes-
sages that the prophets leave for us! Their 
words were not directed to one generation 
alone, for the words of our nevi’im speak to 
us today! 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.comwww.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185Call now 077-9973185

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla  

DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 
DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 

SINCE 2003
SINCE 2003

A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

Savioni Katamon

60 sqm , new 2br

High floor, view

terrace, parking etc

Only 2,424,000nis

DEAL OF THE WEEK

LAST UNIT AVALIABLE IN A BOTIQUE PROJECT
NEW CONSTRUCTION IN OLD KATAMON

YORDEI HASIRA

NEW PENTHOUSE 

OVER 200 SQM
+TERRACE

Parking and more

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY

10 Hilldsheimer st.

Design your own 

Luxury PENTHOUSE

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

PRIME LOCATION

RECHAVIA

ALCHARIZI STREET

RARE ONE LEVEL

4 BEDROOMS

A residence of this distinction seldom enters the market
Total of 160sqm , elevator and more

Norman Zysblat Your expert
in private health insurance         
    0544258671

Don't wait for a crisis to find out
that you have a serious gap
 in your health coverage
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Specially designed 
for the religious 

community

Professional 
on-call 

medical staff

Guest 
apartments 
for families

A rich social life 
and a variety of 

activities

The first senior living residence of its kind for the 
religious-Zionist community, combining a rich and varied 
life of spirituality and culture, with high quality living.

*The company reserves the right to end the promotion without prior notice.

6 full months of lunch for free, or a suite of home electrical appliances

A gift for new members

Protea in ElkanaReligious-Zionist Senior Living
Protea in Elkana

Protea in Elkana

We are open
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Yehoshua Ben Yehuda

https://hamanche.co.il

hamanche.co.il@gmail.com

Licensed Practical Engineer in Structural Design

Bringing over 40 years of construction
experience and 15 years of academic expertise
in Structural Design at Ariel University.

Expert structural design and construction
consulting for homeowners, contractors, and
developers. Receive practical engineering
solutions that combine technical excellence
with real-world building experience.

Acedemic Institutions and Structural
Engineering Students can visit my website!

052 -489 -0545

(site is in Hebrew)
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Protea in Elkana invites you to enjoy quality 
senior living, a warm community, with culture and 
leisure, prayers, and Torah classes.

The new home for the religious-Zionist 
community in Elkana is now open

“Protea in Elkana - so much 
more than just senior living. 
This is a home for the religious-
Zionist community, combining 
the holy and the secular, for 
high quality living with a rich 
religious community life.”

We are open

There comes a stage in life when 
you want to remain independent 
and enjoy complete privacy, but 
also want to know that you have 
community, security, programming, 
services, and good people who are 
genuinely there for you. This is 
exactly why Protea in Elkana has 
opened - to be a new senior living 
residence for the religious-Zionist 
community, combining the holy and 
the secular, for high quality living 
with a rich religious community life 
(including Daf Yomi!).

Protea in Elkana was built out 
of a deep understanding of the 
religious-Zionist lifestyle. This is a 
place where your day can begin with 
prayer or a Torah class, continue 
with some exercise, swimming, go 
to the club, a lecture, or a social 
gathering, and end with a pleasant 
conversation over coffee with new 
friends who quickly become close 
ones.

At Protea in Elkana, the emphasis 
is on combining real privacy with 
an active, supportive community. 
Residents enjoy a private, 
comfortable apartment alongside 
a social, cultural, and spiritual 
framework that provides security, 
engagement, and a sense of 
belonging.

In this new home, residents will find 
a spacious and welcoming lobby, an 
indoor pool, a spa, a fitness room, a 

Protea in ElkanaReligious-Zionist Senior Living
Protea in Elkana

culture and sports hall, club rooms, 
a library, a bridge room, an events 
hall, and a fancy modern coffee bar.

One of the clearest expressions of 
what makes Protea in Elkana unique 
is its careful adaptation toward 
the daily life of the religious 
community. The pool also operates 
during separate hours, so that every 
resident, men and women, can enjoy 
it in a way that is comfortable and 
fully suited to them.

Shabbat and holidays, too, have a 
special place at Protea in Elkana. 
Prayers in the synagogue, kiddush, 
Shabbat and holiday meals, singing, 
Torah lectures, and a feeling of 
togetherness create an uplifting 
and engaging communal experience. 
The kitchen and bar operate under 
the supervision of the Elkana 
Rabbinate, and meals are served 
in a refined and comfortable 
atmosphere.

One of the core values here is 
closeness to family. At Protea in 
Elkana, we understand that even 
after moving to senior living, 
the desire to host children 
and grandchildren remains a 
natural part of life. Therefore, 
when grandparents want to host 
their grandchildren for Shabbat, 
dedicated guest apartments are 
available, in addition to the option 
of taking part in the Shabbat and 
holiday meals on-site. In this 
way, the family visit becomes a 
complete, comfortable, and dignified 

experience, without giving up the 
feeling of being at home.

The apartments at Protea in 
Elkana are spacious and made for 
the religious way of life. They 
include, among other features, a 
double sink, a dedicated sink for 
hand-washing, a Shabbat clock for 
electricity, and a sukkah balcony 
overlooking the view. Residents 
can choose from 2.5-, 3-, and 4-room 
apartments, with rich features and 
a full sense of privacy.

The location in Elkana, a short 
drive from the central cities, 
allows residents to remain close 
to family and friends while also 
enjoying the quiet, the scenery, 
open air, and a quality community.

Protea in Elkana is so much more 
than senior living. It is a home. 
A home that makes it possible to 
keep living independently, happy 
and secure, within a warm, active, 
and vibrant religious-Zionist 
community.

Come choose the home that’s right 
for you, and begin the next chapter 
in a place built with you in mind.
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, known 
as the Kotzker Rebbe, was one of the greatest 
Hasidic masters of the 19th century, famed for 
his sharp and uncompromising insights. He 
offers a striking perspective on a pasuk in this 
week’s parasha.

When the spies return from Eretz Yisrael, 
they describe what they saw:
חֲֲגָָבִִים וְְכֵֵן  הִִי בְְעֵֵינֵֵינּוּ כַּ�ַ פִִילִִים... וַַנְּ�ְ ם רָָאִִינּוּ אֶֶת־הַַנְּ�ְ ָ וְְשָׁ�

הָָיִִינּוּ בְְעֵֵינֵֵיהֶֶם
“We saw there the giants… We were like 

grasshoppers in our own eyes, and so we 
were in their eyes.” (Bamidbar 13:33)

The spies depict the inhabitants as giants 
and themselves as insignificant grasshoppers. 
But the final phrase is puzzling: “and so we 
were in their eyes.” How could they possibly 
know how they were perceived?

Rashi explains that they overheard the 
locals speaking and comparing them to 

insects in the vineyards. But the Kotzker 
Rebbe offers a deeper explanation. This very 
statement, he suggests, is part of their sin.  A 
person who lives with integrity and clarity 
does not become preoccupied with how oth-
ers perceive him. Such a person is anchored, 
internally secure, guided by truth rather than 
by the shifting opinions of others. The spies, 
however, revealed something deeper: “We 
were like grasshoppers in our own eyes.” Their 
failure began not with the giants outside, but 
with the smallness within.  Once they saw 
themselves as small, they assumed and per-
haps even ensured, that others would see 
them that way as well.

The Kotzker sharpens the point even fur-
ther: how a person sees himself is how he 
will be seen. Inner insecurity projects out-
ward. Confidence rooted in truth commands 
respect. The spies’ fear was not only a fear of 
the inhabitants of the land, it was a lack of 
belief in themselves, and therefore a lack of 
faith in Hashem. Had they truly believed that 
Hashem was with them, they would not have 
felt like grasshoppers at all.

STANDING ON HOLY GROUND
A similar idea emerges from another teach-

ing associated with the Kotzker. When Hash-
em appears to Moshe at the burning bush, He 
tells him:

Self- Perception and  
the Sin of the Spies

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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“Remove your shoes from your feet, for the 
place upon which you stand is holy ground.”  
(Shemot 3:5).

The Kotzker challenges us to reconsider this 
moment. Was that place inherently holy, or 
did it become holy because of what transpired 
there?  His answer is transformative. Kedusha 
is not a function of geography but rather it is a 
function of consciousness and conduct.

The message is not only that Moshe stood 
on holy ground, but that wherever a person 
stands can become holy ground, if he lives 
with awareness, integrity, and an unequivocal 
belief that he stands before God.

The spies failed not only because they 
feared giants, but because they forgot where 
they were standing.  They stood in the pres-
ence of Hashem’s promise, on the threshold 
of destiny and yet saw themselves as grass-
hoppers. Moshe, by contrast, stood before a 
simple bush in the desert and was told that 
he stood on holy ground. The difference is not 
the place. The difference is the person.

An individual who sees himself as small 
will shrink even in the greatest moments. But 
a person who carries within him faith, dig-
nity, and purpose, transforms even the most 
ordinary place into holy ground.  Perhaps 
that is the enduring message of the Kotzker: 
Do not ask how others see you. Ask how you 
see yourself. Ask whether you are living in a 
way that reveals the presence of Hashem in 
your life. When a person stands with truth 
and purpose and follows the path of the Torah 
- he is never standing on ordinary ground. 

 Unique & New apartment for rent, Dubnov 1, 
 Talbieh, luxurious building, 270 sqm, 90 sqm
terraces, high-end finishes, 2 parking spots, storage

 Luxurious new garden apartment in Talbieh, 230 
 sqm,  150 sqm, private garden, fully furnished,
premium finishes, 5-star hotel facilities

 Renovated elegant apartment of 120 sqm,
 Rehavia/Sha'are Chessed, Sukkah balcony, 5
rooms, elevator, full of light

Tel: 054-480-4767 WA:+972-26744000  
www.real-estate- jerusalem.co. i l
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

 Magnificent 300 sqm Penthouse, 200 sqm 
 terraces, private elevator, private roof garden,
panoramic views, private swimming pool, jacuzziTRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's

(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Momentary 
Momentum

It was a moment of high tension; the spies 
had riled up the people against Moshe Rab-
beinu, and bedlam was in the air.  At this 
moment, Kalev steps 
forward and silences 
the people.  He calms 
them down, allows 
them to see all the 
wonderful things that 
Moshe Rabbeinu has 
done, and shifts their 
vision.  Yet in the end, 
his words fall on deaf 
ears, and the Meraglim convince the people 
that it is impossible to conquer the land.  
The Torah praises Kalev for his words, and 
he is given a great reward.  The question 
is obvious; Kalev was not successful in his 
endeavor to convince the people — why is 

he given such a great reward?
Rav Moshe Feinstein zt’l, in Darash Moshe, 

teaches us an important principle.  There 
is a halachic obligation to do whatever is 
necessary to save a person’s life, even if 
one must desecrate Shabbos in order to do 
so.  This is true even if the person’s life will 
only be extended for a short time.  Like-
wise, one is obligated to try and influence 

others to do teshuvah, 
even if the effect of 
those efforts will be 
brief.  It is clear that 
Kalev did, in fact, 
impact the people for 
a short time, since 
the Meraglim had to 
redouble their efforts 
thereafter to convince 

the people that indeed, it was impossible 
for them to enter the land.  Thus, for even a 
momentary element of teshuvah that Kalev 
engendered, he is greatly rewarded.

Rashi teaches us that Kalev’s ploy was 
asking the people, “is this all that ben 
Amram did for us?” This got the attention 
of the people. Then, Kalev mentioned all 
the wonderful things that Moshe Rabbeinu 
did for them.  Rav Chayim Zaitchick zt’l, in 
Ohr Chadash, notes that these words did, 
indeed, impact the people.  The nation at 
this moment was in a state of high emotion, 
riled up against Moshe Rabbeinu.  Kalev’s 
words allowed them to calm down, even 
for a brief time, and their rebellious state 
was slightly subdued.  Therefore, when they 

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l

Moving without

the moving problems.

★★★★★
"Fast and professional, prices were fair. I've used
them four times already."
— DOVID BALLEN · GOOGLE REVIEW

On The Move

054-736-9550
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FOR SALE! 
3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT 

                       
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.   
*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop 

daily program 
*30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim 
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish 

*Trips, excursions & weekly live 
musical performances 

*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in 
private Mamad room 

*Transportation ideal. Walking 
distance to buses & trains. 

*Apartment & Machsan registered in 
Tabu in your name 

*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur 
Mugan in Israel 

 
OWNER   MUST   SELL .   PRICE    NEGOTIABLE. 
To see apartment & ask questions, contact 

Shmuel - Otzma Nechasim 050-7971552 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

were punished, the full wrath of Hashem 
was not measured against them to the same 
extent.

It is well known that Rav Yisrael Salanter 
zt’l taught that one who sins with a sigh and 
a feeling of regret is not punished the same 
way as one who sins with the fullness of 
their being.  The story is told of a merchant 
who ordered all of the sefarim of the Chafetz 
Chayim zt’l, except the sefer on the laws of 
Loshon Hara.  He explained that since he is 
a merchant, and interacts with people all 
day, there is no way he can observe these 
laws.  The Chafetz Chayim told this man that 
he had raised this issue with Rav Salanter 
before publishing the sefer.  Rav Salanter 
responded that it was worth publishing the 
sefer if even one Jew, while still speaking 
Loshon Hara, would feel an angst when 
doing so.  This feeling of remorse will dra-
matically change the nature of the sin.  

Two important lessons from one small 
act.  Our responsibility is to try to save 
another, even for a brief period, from 
their ‘spiritual demise.’  One is considered 
successful if one is able to bring down the 
intensity of the level of the sin. 

Refuah Shleima to  
Norman Brainin
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Luxury villas in Katzrin 

YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY
IN THE GOLAN

Villas starting
from 2.85m NIS

New premium neighborhood designedNew premium neighborhood designed  
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

New premium neighborhood designed 
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community withWarm, welcoming Anglo community with

nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring HaifaPlanned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.

Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Most villas with private swimming pool.Most villas with private swimming pool.Most villas with private swimming pool.

+972-54-219-6594   daniel@harama.co.il

For more information contact Daniel Cohen



Ra'anana
Thurs 11th & Tues 23rd June

Modi'in & Hashmonaim
Fri 12th & Wed 24th June

Beit Shemesh, RBS, 
Yad Binyamin
Tues 16th & Thurs 25th June

Jerusalem
Tues 9th & Wed 17th June

Efrat
Wed 10th & Thurs 18th June

Katzrin, Golan
Any time!!

Why Anglo buyers are choosingWhy Anglo buyers are choosing

Katzrin?Katzrin?

Why Anglo buyers are choosing
Katzrin?

““It’s the chance to have a high quality ofIt’s the chance to have a high quality of
living in the middle of natureliving in the middle of nature””
  — Rob, Katzrin— Rob, Katzrin

““Katzrin offers something truly unique:Katzrin offers something truly unique:

Golan beauty, a fantastic community and aGolan beauty, a fantastic community and a
super-chill way of life.super-chill way of life.””
  — Lucy, Katzrin— Lucy, Katzrin

““Katzrin is the perfect place in Israel toKatzrin is the perfect place in Israel to
raise a family. It has everything you needraise a family. It has everything you need
without any of the stress in the center,without any of the stress in the center,

where kids are free and life is focused onwhere kids are free and life is focused on
simple joyssimple joys.”.”
  — Cathy, Katzrin— Cathy, Katzrin

“It’s the chance to have a high quality of
living in the middle of nature”
 — Rob, Katzrin

“Katzrin offers something truly unique:
Golan beauty, a fantastic community and a
super-chill way of life.”
 — Lucy, Katzrin

“Katzrin is the perfect place in Israel to
raise a family. It has everything you need
without any of the stress in the center,
where kids are free and life is focused on
simple joys.”
 — Cathy, Katzrin

Book a private consultation and discover
HaRama - luxury villa living in Katzrin

OPEN DAYS

To book your one-to-one appointment, or for more information 
contact Daniel Cohen

+972-54-219-6594   daniel@harama.co.il



with a Master’s Degree
in Teaching Tanakh & Parshanut

Expert teaching faculty includes:

Find out more at global.herzog.ac.il/MA   

Master
Tanakh

Learn online with international Tanakh experts
from Herzog College in Israel

Study in your own time plus join a two-week semester in 
Isreal, summer of 2027 for Tanakh & Archaeology courses

Courses include Sefer Shemot, David HaMelech, Yechezkel, 
Shivat Tzion, Hassidut, Parshanut, Ethics & Morals, Intrinsic 
Motivation, and Student-Centered Learning

Earn an M.A. in 2 years at a special low price

Rabbi Prof. Daniel Reiser Dr. Yael Ziegler Dr. Yosefa Fogel Wruble Rabbi Dr. David Fohrman



דיור מוגן בארנונה *6010
migda le i .co . i l

Scan to register:

Register for the lecture and get a glimpse
of life with us 

 May–June 2026 | 10:30–12:00 (90 minutes)

Discover your new living experience in Jerusalem. At Mediterranean 
Towers, in the heart of the vibrant Arnona neighborhood, a high-
quality and diverse community awaits you — a rich world of cultural, 
leisure, and enrichment activities, alongside a meticulously crafted 
living standard. Now is the time to choose an uncompromising quality 
of life, in a perfect location within the city, with the welcoming feeling 

of home from the very first moment

16.6.26 30.6.26

English Hebrew

BRAIN - CRAEITING MIRACLES 
IN OUR LIVES

LECTURER: DR. MERAV YOGEV

WHEN AI MEETS IMAGINATION
LECTURER: TAL LANIR

Always Interesting. Always Central.
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Parshat Shelach concludes with the familiar 
pesukim  of the third passages of Kriat Shema, 
and the mitzva of tzitzit.

The pasuk tells us:
  Ur'Item Oto, Uzchartem et kol mitz-

votai-You shall see the tzitizit and be reminded 
of all my mitzvot.

Chazal in the Sifri, taught: "Kol 
Hamekayem mitzvat tzitzit, k'ilu 
kayeim kol hatorah kula-" All 
who fulfill the mitzva of tzitzit, it 
is considered as if they fulfilled the 
entire Torah."

How are we to understand this 
powerful statement from the Sifri? 
What is the true significance of the 
mitzva of Tztizit, that our Chazal would con-
sider it as being equal to or representative of 
the entire Torah?

The Shelah HaKadosh zy'a, points to a 
verse in Yeshaya 26 -  ָָך י טַַל אוֹֹרֹתֹ טַַלֶּ�ּ  your - כִּ�ּ
dew, is like the dew of light....

Talecha- is referring to talit shelcha- 
your talit! Your talit upon which you have 
attached tzitizit, is a source of light. The 
word orot(Lights) is equal in gematria to 613, 

corresponding to the taryag mitzvot.
The Netivot Slonim, the Slonimer Rebbe 

zy'a, offers a beautiful insight regarding this 
very question. The Rebbe suggests that the var-
ious knots of the tztizit represent the eternal 
connection between Hashem and the Jewish 

people. More so, the Talit  and its 
tzitiziot represent both sides of that 
eternal bond and commitment. 
The Tzitizit, serve not only as a 
vehicle to demonstrate our love 
and fidelity to HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu and the Torah HaKedosha, but 
also by wrapping ourselves in the 
Tzitzit, we are symbolically being 
enveloped by Hashem's proverbial 

embrace, to experience Hashem's  love and 
commitment to each and every member of 
Klal Yisrael.

The mitzvah  of Tzitizit, explains the Rebbe, 
therefore indeed is equal to or representa-
tive of the entire Torah, because it serves to 
remind us that indeed within every single 
mitzvah, lies this inherent dual opportunity- 
to both demonstrate our love and fidelity to 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and simultaneously 
to experience Hashem's loving embrace and 
commitment to each and every one of us.

The Rebbe explains in this beautiful teach-
ing, that even if we view this and every 
mitzvah as an opportunity to cling to God, 
to demonstrate our love and fidelity to the 
Master of the Universe, that love and fidelity 
pales in comparison to the enduring love 
that Hashem feels for the Jewish People.

The Rebbe's keen insight regarding this 

Rabbi Sholom Noach 
Berezovsky zt"l
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The authors offer a sourcebook on their topic 

in a manner that will not only educate and

inform, but console and inspire its readers.

Especially useful are the tips offering concrete

 and practical advice to those who 

confront the trials and tribulations 

inherent in the “journey through loss".

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Jewish Journey
 Through Loss:
From Death to

Healing

New from Maggid/Koren Books
Also available in bookstores

“Nothing less than a five star masterpiece” 
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

Dr. Batya L. Ludman
& Gina Junger

mitzvah of tzitizit really provides us with a 
new understanding of how we relate to each 
of the mitzvot.  (Indeed, those of us who were 
fortunate to learn together with us on Shavuot 
night, might recall that we addressed the 
importance of viewing every mitzvah , exactly 
as the Slonimer Rebbe outlines for us so clearly 
in this beautiful short teaching...)

Mitzvot are not solely an opportunity to 
cling to Hashem, to demonstrate our com-
mitment and trust in the Ribono Shel Olam, 
but also to simultaneously experience Hash-
em's divine embrace, to realize that Hashem 
bestows his unending love upon all of Klal 
Yisrael. 

May each of us be blessed to be able to see 
every mitzvah as a vehicle to demonstrate 
our love and fidelity to the Ribono Shel Olam 
and the Torah HaKedosha, and to simultane-
ously feel and experience Hashem's divine 
embrace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,750,000 NIS 
Zayit: Brand new 150 m garden 
apt. Pitum Haketoret St. 
4.950.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4 room garden apt. 
2.470.000 NIS 
Dagan: Beautiful 5 room apt.  
Succah balcony 3.690.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4 room garden apt. 2.47 M 
5 room apt with balcony 2.55 M 
For Sale in Elazar 
4.5 room garden apt 2.570.000  
200m cottage 3.850.000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.  

BECAUSE A

DRAWER  
 ISN’T A VAULT.

 

A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv

A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

A will. An envelope 
of cash. Your 
grandmother’s ring.
If it’s important -
It shouldn't be
at home.

By appointment only, First month free for July-August clients.

*9936
 www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building, 
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Ext. 2

Because a 
drawer isn’t
a vault.

Private vaults now available.

Brickstone Jerusalem’s premier private vault center.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

 24/7
 security

International 
standards

Personal
 service

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
 WITH THIS AD THRU APRIL

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
 WITH THIS AD THRU JUNE

 

  

A Rare Opportunity 
in Rehavia / Talbiya 

 

 

Elegant luxury living in the heart of 
Jerusalem. Approximately 240 sqm on one 
level, in a prestigious new building, 
featuring a large sukkah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, and storage. 

Enjoy breathtaking 
Jerusalem views, an 
exceptional location, and the 
rare combination of 
spacious single-level living, 
beauty, and modern 
convenience in one of the 
city’s most sought-after 
neighborhoods. 

Nahum Glatzer 
050-7225694 

 

27,000,000 nis 
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EisnerAmper Israel tailors global tax and accounting solutions for both 
individuals and organizations – from family offices to investment funds, 
from startup founders to multi-national CEOs.

Big Thinking. Local Presence.

Connect with our team today to explore how EisnerAmper 
can support your growth and success.
contactisrael@eisneramper.com
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Asking 
9.5m nis
Asking 
9.5m nis

167 Sqm.
6 Bedrooms
Fully Renovated Triplex
5 Balconies (Sukkah)

167 Sqm.
6 Bedrooms
Fully Renovated Triplex
5 Balconies (Sukkah) 052-478-9193052-478-9193

Call RACHEL GLUCKCall RACHEL GLUCK

MOVE TO BAKA. DON’T COMPROMISE ON SPACE!MOVE TO BAKA. DON’T COMPROMISE ON SPACE!

Baka Triplex For Sale!Baka Triplex For Sale!
LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET...RIGHT ON THE MESILA.LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET...RIGHT ON THE MESILA.LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET...RIGHT ON THE MESILA.LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET...RIGHT ON THE MESILA.

Thinking of selling?
 Call me for a free estimate today!

ב"הב"ה

100% Satisfaction
We guarantee that you 
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and 
certified technicians.

Designers & Architects
Send your plans for 
free engineering.

 02-628-8282
AIR CONDITIONING
Engineering, Design & Installation

or Email  us at info@tzviair.com
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New Summer Collection has
Arrived   

Dorot Rishonim 3, Jerusalem 
Tel: 02 563-7155

  Mens and womens hats in all styles and sizes   
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
Mischel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL
BADERECH

K’vod 
Shamayim 

Rav Chanan Porat zt’l was a unique ish esh-
kolot or ‘renaissance man’, a talmid chacham 
and poet, paratrooper and educator, in love 
with the Nation, Torah and Land of Israel. 
A founder of Gush Emunim, he was also a 
pioneer, builder and eventually a Member 
of Knesset. Rav Chanan was often sought 
out for his comments on current events. He 
spoke with passion and wit, and was never 
shy about sharing his opinions. 

Rav Chanan’s daughter Tirtza described 
how one afternoon, he was sitting with a sefer 
open in front of him, pen in hand writing his 
weekly Torah column, and fielding non-stop 
calls on two different phone lines. At one 
point, the producer of a popular prime-time 
Israeli television show called to ask Rav Chan-
an if he would appear on the program.  

In the midst of the hustle and bustle, Rav 
Chanan paused for a moment, furrowed his 
brow in contemplation and calmly asked the 
producer, “Do you think that my participation 
will give nachat ruach to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, 
pleasure to the Holy One? Will it be marbeh 
k’vod Shamayim, increasing the Divine honor?”

Taken aback, the television producer was 
unable to answer definitively, and offered a 
hesitant ‘I’m not sure….”

“Well, if that is the case, then I will have to 
pass. Thank you.”

Our Parsha leads us on a saga of tragic, 
painful events coming on the heels of genera-
tions of suffering and exile. 

According to Ramban, although the end of 
the story is disastrous, the Meraglim had holy 
intentions. Bnei Yisrael had been escorted and 
sustained by the Well of Miriam, led by a pil-
lar of fire and surrounded by clouds of glory. 
Their sojourn in the desert was one of constant 
miracles and revealed Divine providence. Why, 
they considered, should they enter the Land of 
Israel only to be forced to engage its inhab-
itants in battle, build cities and deal with the 
complex material needs of a worldly society? 
Why should they enter a situation in which 
they had to put aside spiritual pursuits enough 
to work the land and cultivate fields, when they 
were enjoying the life of Deveikus and being 
nourished by Manna that fell from Heaven? 

The Meraglim intended to keep us in the 
ideal spiritual environment of the Midbar, 
nestled in a womb-like experience where 
we wouldn’t be busied with ‘lowly’ worldly 
affairs that could interfere with our connec-
tion to Hashem. What they failed to take into 
account was actually the most important fac-
tor: ratzon Hashem, the Divine will and desire. 
In following the report and influence of the 
Spies, we engaged in an embarrassing rebel-
lion against Hashem’s will. 

When we are so certain in our belief of the 
righteousness of our cause, we can become 
filled with kavod atzmi, self-importance. 
This is a subtle act of theft; kavod belongs to 
Hashem. When taking kavod for ourselves, 
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Hashem’s kavod is diminished in the world, 
so-to-speak.

After Moshe’s plea for forgiveness, Hashem 
says, “Salachti k’dvarecha, I have forgiven 
them in accordance with your word. Howev-
er, as surely as I live, v’yemalei k’vod Hashem 
es kol ha-aretz, and the glory of G-d fills all of 
the earth… all the people haro’im es k’vodi, 
who while seeing My glory, and the signs that 
I performed in Egypt and in the desert, have 
tested me these ten times and not listened to 
My voice… they will not see the Land that I 
swore to their fathers.” (14:20-23)

In meting out the repercussions of the 
Nation’s lack of faith and following the 
Meraglim, HaKadosh Baruch Hu reminds us 
that His glory and presence, His kavod, fills 
the earth. There is no place devoid of Hashem. 
The ratzon Hashem is that we should reveal 
this omnipresent glory throughout “all the 
earth” by creating a dira b’tachtonim, a dwell-
ing for Hashem in the ‘lower’, physical world. 
Our mundane, physical day-to-day acts are 
themselves a revelation of Hashem on earth. 

While holy and well-intended, the mistake 
of the Meraglim teaches us how clear we 
must be regarding our higher purpose: to 
bring Nachas Ruach to Hashem and be mar-
beh k’vod Shamayim. May we have the cour-
age to “pass” on any offer that is not aligned 
with Hashem’s desire to dwell here, in our 

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp 
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of 
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com

world and within ourselves. 

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of 
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul 
5786) 



רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה

Tzitzit tying with Ruti 
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin

no experience needed

Mondays 1:15 - 4pm 
Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
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RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR  
Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat  

Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”h
RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN  

TUE. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026  

academic year by the  
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"l 

  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל
צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the  

2025-2026 academic year  
by the Frist family in memory of  
their beloved daughter and sister  

Elisheva Frist z”l
אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ז"ל

RABBI ASCHI DICK’S  
MODIIN SHIURIM  

FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 
Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger  

in loving memory of their parents  
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and  
Herbert & Leonore Shulman,  

zichronam livracha
RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 

Sponsored for the  
2025-2026 academic year  

by Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter  
for the refuah shleimah  
of their granddaughter  

Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona
RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2026 academic year 

  לעילוי נשמת 
 ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

SHIRA SMILES’ SHIUR 
Dedicated for the year in memory of  
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”l  

by Robyn Pocker
RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat  

Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”h

THE WED. MORNING  
BEIT MIDRASH  

PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA 
Dedicated for the 2026 academic year  

l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”l  
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,  

and Mordechai ben Moshe z”l  
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”h, 

zichronam livracha, parents of  
Judy & Menachem Marcus 

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S  
WED. SHIUR 

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year  
לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY  
THUR. PARSHA SHIUR 

Sponsored by  
The Jewish Legacy Foundation 

RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz
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Ages:
24+

JOIN US FOR YACHAD NOFESH!JOIN US FOR YACHAD NOFESH!JOIN US FOR YACHAD NOFESH!

CAMP DATES:
July 15-29 2026

Up North:REGISTER NOW Hodayot 

Nofesh is a Yachad summer program that offers adults with special needs a joyful, meaningful vacation filled
with fun, learning, and connection. Through engaging recreational, educational, religious, and social

experiences, participants build new skills and lasting friendships. Each person leaves feeling rejuvenated,
empowered, and deeply connected.

FINAL SPOTSFINAL SPOTS
FILLING UP -FILLING UP -

REGISTER BY JUNEREGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!10TH!

FINAL SPOTS
FILLING UP -

REGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!

Aviyah Atkin
053-283-2010 atkina@ou.org

FOR MORE INFO
AND TO APPLY:

https://yachad.campintouch.com/
ui/forms/application/camper/App

SUMMER PROGRAMSUMMER PROGRAM
FOR ADULTS WITHFOR ADULTS WITH

SPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDS

SUMMER PROGRAM
FOR ADULTS WITH

SPECIAL NEEDS

Ages:
18-24

JOIN US AT CAMP AMICHAI!JOIN US AT CAMP AMICHAI!JOIN US AT CAMP AMICHAI!

CAMP DATES: Up North:REGISTER NOW Akko

Camp Amichai together with Yachad offers a Vocational Program, which provides a unique opportunity for
yachad participants to gain valuable work experience while making lasting friendships. The program helps

participants develop vocational skills while being fully integrated with the camp staff. They also engage in fun
afternoon activities , running Puelot for campers, and participating in camp events!

FINAL SPOTSFINAL SPOTS
FILLING UP -FILLING UP -

REGISTER BY JUNEREGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!10TH!

FINAL SPOTS
FILLING UP -

REGISTER BY JUNE
10TH!

Aviyah Atkin
053-283-2010

atkina@ou.orghttps://campamichai.org/register/
FOR MORE INFO
AND TO APPLY:

https://yachad.campintouch.com/
ui/forms/application/camper/App

CAMP AMICHAICAMP AMICHAI  
YACHADYACHAD

CAMP AMICHAI 
YACHAD

July 1-20 2026

SUMMER VOCATIONALSUMMER VOCATIONAL
PROGRAM FOR YOUNGPROGRAM FOR YOUNG
ADULTS WITH SPECIALADULTS WITH SPECIAL

NEEDSNEEDS

SUMMER VOCATIONAL
PROGRAM FOR YOUNG
ADULTS WITH SPECIAL

NEEDS
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator 
for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

When Is 
Dairy Bread 
Prohibited?

Our Sages decreed that one may not bake 
dairy bread, meaning bread containing milk, 
butter, or other dairy ingredients mixed into 
the dough. Since the finished product of 
dairy bread is generally indistinguishable 
from pareve bread, and bread serves as a 
staple component of most meals, there is a 
concern that dairy bread may inadvertently 
be eaten together with meat. To prevent such 
confusion, Chazal prohibited the production 
and consumption of dairy bread.

However, the Gemara provides two excep-
tions to this decree. First, if the bread is made 
in a distinctive shape, it serves as a clear 
reminder that the bread is dairy and will not 
be mistakenly consumed with meat. Second, 
if only a small quantity is produced — an 

amount expected to be consumed within a 
single meal or a single day — the concern of 
confusion is significantly reduced. The Shul-
chan Aruch (YD 97:1) and later authorities 
(see Aruch Hashulchan 97:3-6) codify both 
exceptions as acceptable. In this article, we 
will examine the parameters and timing of 
these allowances.

KNEADING THE DOUGH
The Gemara (Pesachim 36:a) explicitly uses 

the term “kneading,” stating that one may 
not knead dough with milk or other dairy 
ingredients. A simple reading suggests that 
the prohibition begins at the moment the 
dairy ingredient is mixed into the dough.

The Yad Yehuda (97:3), however, explains 
that this is not necessarily the case. The mere 
act of mixing milk into dough does not auto-
matically render the dough prohibited, since 
one may still utilize either of the two recog-
nized exceptions after the dough has been 
prepared. For example, one may subsequent-
ly shape the dough into distinctive forms or 
divide it into smaller portions that qualify 
under the allowance for limited quantities.

Later authorities discuss an additional 
scenario: May one intentionally add a small 
amount of milk to dough when the milk will 
be halachically nullified, constituting less 
than one-sixtieth of the mixture?

All authorities agree that if this occurred 
inadvertently, the dough and resulting bread 
may be consumed even with meat. Since the 
milk is halachically nullified, no violation 
of Basar Bechalav has occurred. This is evi-
dent from the ruling of the Rema in a related 

German Colony Unique Apartment! New on 
the market!! 125 + Sukkah balcony, TAMA 

starting immediately, large storage, parking. 
Price: 7.8M NIS (flexible). Rechavia Garden 

Apartment! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
separate unit, massive garden, parking.

Shifra Lopian 0526735300
Rivka Talesnick 0526969956
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we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
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numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
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Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
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behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
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ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
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remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
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In summary:
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sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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area of kashrut (see YD 99:6). Furthermore, 
such bread would not be classified as “dairy 
bread” for purposes of the rabbinic decree.

The question, however, is whether one 
may intentionally add a small amount of 
milk for this purpose. The later authorities 
are divided. The Minchat Yaakov (60:1)and 
the Gilyon Maharsha (YD 97:1) prohibit doing 
so, arguing that intentionally nullifying an 
ingredient is itself prohibited under estab-
lished halachic principles.

The Chavat Da’at (97:2) and Responsa 
Mahari”t (YD 2:18) disagree They argue that 
the prohibition against intentionally nullify-
ing an ingredient applies only to substances 
that are independently prohibited, such as 
non-kosher food. Dairy products themselves 
are entirely permissible; therefore, adding 
a minute amount of milk to dough, where 
it will be nullified, is allowed even if one 
intends to consume the bread with meat.

Since there are many aspects of this specif-
ic Shail”a one should consult with their Rav.
CAN BREAD BE SALVAGED AFTER BAKING?

If dairy bread was baked without utiliz-
ing one of the permitted exceptions, can 
anything be done afterward to permit its 
consumption?

Several later authorities discuss whether 
the bread may be divided into smaller por-
tions after baking. Some cite a tradition from 
an ancestor of Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschitz 
(Kereti U’Pleiti 97:1) who permitted such a 
solution, even if the division occurred after 
baking.

The Chavat Da’at (97:3) and many later 

authorities disagree. In their view, once the 
bread has been baked in a prohibited man-
ner, no subsequent modification can remove 
the prohibition. The bread remains prohibit-
ed regardless of later alterations.
LABELS AND PACKAGING AS A REMINDER

This dispute has important practical impli-
cations for modern commercial bakeries that 
produce dairy bread and indicate its status 
on the packaging.

In Responsa Even Yisrael (9:24) rules that 
a dairy label on the packaging is sufficient to 
permit the bread, even according to the strin-
gent position of the Chavat Da’at. He explains 
that the Gemara’s prohibition applies to the 
act of kneading. Just as it is permissible to 
knead dough with the intention of forming 
it into small rolls or a distinctive shape, so 
too it is permissible to knead dough with the 
intention of placing a clear dairy label on the 
packaging or on the bread itself. According to 
this approach, the stringent authorities only 
prohibit cases where the dough was knead-
ed without any intention to make a special 
shape or small amount and only afterward, 
once the bread had already become pro-
hibited, was an attempt made to rectify the 
situation.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Mesoret Moshe 
3:193) is quoted as rejecting this ruling, 
maintaining that a label does not satisfy 
the requirements of the rabbinic decree. A 
strong proof for this position may be found 
in the rulings of earlier authorities, who 
require that the identifying reminder (hek-
er) be part of the bread itself. The Chamudei 
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Daniel (2:18) writes that the reminder must 
remain on the loaf, since if the identifying 
feature were removed or partially consumed, 
confusion could still result. Since packaging 
is merely an external wrapper and not part 
of the bread itself, it cannot be considered a 
valid heker.

OU Kosher follows this majority position 
and does not permit bakeries to produce 
standard loaves of dairy bread based solely 
on labels or signs placed on store shelves. 
Consumers in Israel should be aware, how-
ever, that several bakeries rely on the more 
lenient opinion and consider labeling suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirements of the 
decree. 
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"He helps the needy when they cry out to Him..."
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HEBRON? 
Let us know and  we will add a new site to the group tour.
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The Voices  
of Faith 

It is difficult to stand against a crowd. It is 
even more difficult when that crowd is led by 
respected and influential figures. Yehoshua 
faced both challenges. He rejected the slan-
derous report of ten distinguished nesi’im or 
tribal leaders and refused to be swept along 
by the panic they created. Where did he draw 
that inner strength from?

ROLE MODELS
The Torah records a private encounter 

between Yehoshua and his mentor, Moshe 
Rabbeinu, just before the mission began. 
Yehoshua was Moshe’s trusted and loyal 
talmid. He had led the Jewish army in bat-
tle against Amalek. He had waited patiently 
at the foot of Har Sinai while our nation 
descended into the frenzy of the egel hazahav. 
He had zealously defended Moshe’s honor, 
urging action against Eldad and Meidad when 
they prophesied in a manner that appeared to 
challenge Moshe’s authority.

On the eve of the mission to Israel, Moshe 
renamed his talmid Yehoshua, changing 
his name from Hoshea. The new name was 
meant to empower him. Moshe believed in his 
talmid and in his ability to stand for truth in 
the face of falsehood and slander.

According to Chazal, the name change was 
not merely a vote of confidence; it was also a 
tefillah. Moshe sensed that this mission was 

perilous and could end in disaster. He prayed, 
“Kah yoshiacha mei’atzat meraglim,” asking 
that Hashem protect Yehoshua from the coun-
sel of the spies. By embedding that prayer 
within Yehoshua’s name, Moshe hoped to give 
him the strength to withstand the conspiracy 
and remain faithful to the truth. Moshe was 
doing more than offering a prayer. He was 
reinforcing a relationship that had shaped 
Yehoshua’s character and faith.

Religious virtues are often learned more 
effectively through people than through 
abstract ideas. Most of us can distinguish 
right from wrong in the tranquility of our 
own thoughts. Yet in the heat of the moment, 
when emotions surge and pressures mount, 
that clarity can become clouded, and we suc-
cumb to lesser instincts.

My rebbe, Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, once 
remarked that when facing a moral challenge 
or a test of character, we should not begin by 
asking what the correct choice is. Instead, we 
should identify a moral role model whose 
integrity and moral judgment we deeply 
admire and ask ourselves how that person 
would respond in these circumstances. Mor-
al wisdom is often learned more powerfully 
through personal example than through 
abstract principles.

The same is true of faith. We can study faith 
as an abstract idea, but our deepest source of 
faith is often the people we encounter who 
embody it in real time. In a landmark essay 
entitled “The Source of Faith Is Faith Itself,” 
Rav Aharon Lichtenstein described the impact 
of the role models who shaped his religious 
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life:
“What I received from all my mentors, at 

home or in yeshiva, was the key to confront-
ing life, particularly modern life, in all its 
complexity: the recognition that it was not so 
necessary to have all the answers as to learn 
to live with the questions. Regardless of what 
issues—moral, theological, textual or histor-
ical—vexed me, I was confident that they 
had been raised by masters far sharper and 
wiser than myself; and if they had remained 
impregnably steadfast in their commitment, 
so should and could I.”

Faith is not sustained solely by arguments 
and ideas. It is strengthened by witnessing 
people of conviction confront uncertainty, 
wrestle with difficult questions, and remain 
steadfast in their commitment. In moments 
of crisis, we do not draw strength only from 
ideas we believe. We draw strength from peo-
ple who maintained belief, and believed in us.

MASORAH AND JEWISH HISTORY
What about the second hero of the 

meraglim debacle? What about Calev, who 
also opposed the conspiracy and refused to 
allow the propaganda campaign to distort 
his judgment? He emerges from the story as 
something of an unknown figure. Although 
Chazal suggest that he married Miriam, the 
Torah itself records no special relationship 
between him and Moshe Rabbeinu. How did 
he find the faith to withstand this campaign 
of slander and fear? Where did he draw his 
inner strength from?

The Gemara in Sotah provides the answer. 
As the spies made their way through the Land 
of Israel, the Torah describes their journey 
southward: “Vaya’alu baNegev.” The contin-
uation of the verse then records a solitary 
detour to Chevron—“Vayavou ad Chevron.” 
All the spies traveled through the south, but 

only one visited Chevron. Chazal explain that 
Calev separated from the group and jour-
neyed to the graves of the Avot in Me’arat 
Hamachpeilah.

Our forefathers sacrificed so much for 
the future of the Jewish people and for the 
Land of Israel. Now, all that they had invest-
ed seemed to be in jeopardy. Standing at 
their graves, Calev prayed for the strength 
to defend their legacy and remain loyal to 
their mission. Though he lacked the personal 
mentorship that Yehoshua enjoyed, he found 
inspiration in a different source. If Yehoshua 
drew courage from his rebbe, Calev drew it 
from the sweep of Jewish history. The past 
gave Calev the courage to defend the future. 
Standing among the graves of the Avot, he 
remembered that he was part of a story far 
larger than himself. Sometimes the strength to 
face an uncertain future comes from remem-
bering the generations who entrusted that 
future to us.

THE BALANCE
These two portraits of Yehoshua and Calev 

present very different sources of strength and 
faith. We draw inspiration from the extraor-
dinary people we encounter in our own lives. 
At the same time, we draw strength from the 
past, from towering figures whom we never 
met but whose lives left an indelible imprint 
upon Jewish history.
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It is important to balance these two sources 
of inspiration. We need living role models who 
can help us navigate contemporary questions 
and modern challenges. It is risky to speculate 
about what figures who lived hundreds of 
years ago would have said about issues they 
never confronted in a world so different from 
their own. It is easy to become a ventriloquist 
for voices that are no longer here to speak for 
themselves. Too often, sweeping claims are 
made about what the Rambam would have 
thought about a particular issue, when in truth 
there is little way of knowing. Faith is transmit-
ted through a mesorah, but every generation 
requires people who can apply that mesorah 
to new realities.

However, there is also a danger that we 
become too locked into the present and lose 
sight of the broader sweep of the past. Con-
temporary trends and hashkafic currents can 
appear so powerful and all-consuming that 
they seem to define the only legitimate path 
of avodat Hashem. At times, it is healthy to 
step back and remember that previous gener-
ations cultivated different models of religious 
life, some of which may resonate with us 
more deeply than contemporary approaches.

A healthy religious life requires perspective. 
We must distinguish between enduring values 
that have guided Jews across the generations 
and assumptions that arise from a particular 
moment in history. A broader awareness of 
the rich diversity of avodat Hashem through-
out our mesorah helps us avoid mistaking 
current fashions for timeless truths.

MODERN ISRAEL
Life in modern Israel makes this calibration 

even more crucial, but also more challenging. 
We often feel that we have entered an entire-
ly new chapter of Jewish history. Many of the 
questions we face have not confronted the 

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption, 
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood, 
and the Storms of War, is available at:  
mtaraginbooks.com.

Jewish people for nearly two thousand years. 
More broadly, modernity has reshaped our 
world so dramatically that it often feels dis-
connected from anything that came before. 
It is easy to become absorbed in the contem-
porary moment, with its unprecedented chal-
lenges and its remarkable opportunities. Yet it 
is essential that we continue to view ourselves 
as the heirs to a tradition and a story that 
stretches back more than 3,300 years.

Equally challenging is our ability to relate 
to the two thousand years of Jewish life in 
exile. With our return to Israel, the biblical 
era of Jewish sovereignty has assumed great-
er resonance and immediacy. We live with a 
connection to the world of Tanach that Jews 
in exile could scarcely have imagined. Yet for 
many Israelis, the long centuries of galut can 
feel less relevant. At times, those two millen-
nia are viewed as an interruption of Jewish 
history rather than as an integral part of it. 
We must resist that temptation. A healthy 
historical consciousness traces an unbroken 
line through every stage of our past, identi-
fying deeply with each chapter of the Jewish 
story. Yet historical consciousness alone is not 
enough. We must also remain attentive to the 
challenges of the present and to the people 
who help us confront them.
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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““TTooggeetthheerr,,  wwee’’llll  sseeee  iiff  yyoouu  nnooww  nneeeedd  nneewweerr  sskkiillllss  ttoo  ccoommppeettee  wwiitthh  tthhee  nnaattiivveess,,  
oouuttssmmaarrtt  tthhee  hhiirriinngg  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  ggrraabb  tthhee  jjoobbss  tthheeyy  nneevveerr  ppoosstt..  II’’mm  SShhlloommoo  
GGeewwiirrttzz  aanndd  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss  II’’vvee  ttrraaiinneedd  AAmmeerriiccaannss  aanndd  IIssrraaeelliiss  ttoo  ssttoopp  hhiiddiinngg  
bbeehhiinndd  tthheeiirr  ssccrreeeennss  aanndd  iinntteerrvviieeww  ttoopp  hhiirriinngg  mmaannaaggeerrss  ,נִים אֶל נִים פָּ פָּ  lleeaarrnn  
wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  wwaanntt  aanndd  sseellll  yyoouurrsseellff  lliikkee  aa  pprroo,,  ggeett  ppaaiidd  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ddeesseerrvvee  aanndd  
cceelleebbrraattee  yyoouurr  lluucckkyy  bbrreeaakk  aass  yyeett  aannootthheerr  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  ggiiffttss  ttoo  yyoouu..”” 

 
  JOIN A SELECT CIRCLE OF JOB-SEEKERS FOR A FOCUSED WEEKLY WORKSHOP.  
NETWORK EFFECTIVELY, DISCOVER NEW CHOICES, PRESENT THE BEST STORIES AND EARN 

WHAT YOU’RE WORTH. CALL MY OFFICE IN ירושלים OR WHATSAPP: 052.306.1783. 
 

 

 

                          ““IIff  yyoouu  tthhaannkk  GGoodd  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  sskkiillllss  bbuutt  yyoouurr  
                                  jjoobb--sseeaarrcchh  iiss  kkiilllliinngg  yyoouu,  pplleeaassee  ccaallll  mmee..””  
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

The View 
from the 

Other Side
The Haftarah of Parshat Shelach appears to 

revisit a familiar story. Once again, spies are 
sent into the Land of Israel. Once again, they 
return with a report. Yet this mission is funda-
mentally different from the one described in 
the parshah. The spies of Moshe’s generation 
stood at the threshold of the Land and saw 
obstacles. Nearly forty years later, Yehoshua’s 
generation stands at that same threshold and 
discovers that the greatest challenge was nev-
er the land itself, but how it was perceived.

This is what makes the spies’ report so sur-
prising. They return with no discussion of 
military strategy, troop strength, or the forti-
fications of Yericho. Instead, they bring back 
a message from Rachav:ּוַיִַּמִַַּס לְְבָָבֵֵנו, Our hearts 
have melted. And when they report to Yehosh-
ua, they echo her words: בֵֵי הָָאָָרֶֶץ ְ ל יֹשְֹׁ�  וְְגַַם נָָמֹגֹּוּ כָּ�ָ
נֵֵינו ָ -All the inhabitants of the land have melt ,מִִפָּ�
ed before us.

The Abarbanel explains that this was the 
most valuable intelligence of all. A city may be 
fortified, but if the spirit of its inhabitants has 
already collapsed, the battle is largely won. 
What Yehoshua needed was not information 
about the walls of Yericho. He needed infor-
mation about the hearts of its people.

Rachav reveals that the inhabitants of the 

Land had been living with the memory of Kri-
at Yam Suf for forty years: For we have heard 
how Hashem dried up the waters of the Sea of 
Reeds before you…The Radak notes that the 
fear of Israel had spread throughout the land 
because of the miracles Hashem performed 
on behalf of His people. The nations had not 
forgotten. They had been watching, listening, 
and trembling. The irony is striking. The gen-
eration that witnessed Kriat Yam Suf struggled 
to believe they could enter the Land. Rachav, 
who had only heard about it, had no doubt.

Modern psychology describes a phenomenon 
known as threat perception—our tendency to 
overestimate the difficulty of a challenge while 
underestimating our ability to meet it. The 
spies in Parshat Shlach fell victim to precisely 
this error. Confronted by the inhabitants of the 
Land, they concluded: חֲֲגָָבִִים הִִי בְְעֵֵינֵֵינּוּ כַּ�ַ  We were ,וַַנְּ�ְ
like grasshoppers in our own eyes. Notice the lan-
guage. Before they worried about how others 
viewed them, they first diminished themselves. 
Their perception became their reality.

Rachav’s testimony exposes how mistaken 
that perception was. The Canaanites did not 
see the Jewish people as grasshoppers. They 
saw them as the nation whose G-d split the 
sea, defeated mighty kings, and was guiding 
them toward their destiny. Perhaps this is why 
the haftarah accompanies Parshat Shelach. 
The greatest obstacles are not always the ones 
standing before us. Sometimes they are the 
assumptions we carry within us. 

רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL TEFILLA
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

Over the past six years, I’ve had the priv-
ilege of writing for Torah Tidbits. I began 
with a column on Tefilla, continued with 
another series on the topic of Shabbos, and 
most recently completed a column 
on Chinuch. I gained tremen-
dously from each of them, 
and Baruch Hashem, the 
feedback was always 
warm and encouraging. 
Yet there was something 
uniquely powerful about 
the response to the Tefilla 
column.

Writing the column affect-
ed me personally in a profound 
way. It pushed me to pay closer 
attention to my own Tefilla, to slow down 
and focus, even if only for a few moments 
each day. More than that, it opened my eyes 

to the beauty of Tefilla itself: the depth of 
the words, the careful structure, and the 
incredible intentionality behind every sec-
tion of davening.

And I discovered that these feelings 
were shared by many others 

as well. Wherever I went, 
people told me how much 

the articles were helping 
them in their own Tefilla. 
Some shared that they 
collected the cut-out box-
es from the column and 

kept them as bookmarks 
in their siddurim, reminders 

of ideas they wanted to think 
about while they davened.  I never 

expected the reaction to a Tefilla column 
to be so overwhelming. And as I continued 
on to write about other topics, I often found 
myself wondering -  Why were people so 
particularly drawn to Tefilla?

That question resurfaced recently at a 
meeting of OU staff focused on Tefilla ini-
tiatives. One director shared that when 
participants were surveyed about which 
topic they most wanted to learn, the over-
whelming response was Tefilla, more than 
Halacha, Machshava, Tanach, or any other 
area of Torah. Why would that be?

Towards Meaningful  
Tefilla: Introduction

Well maintained apartment in Haifa, 
Neve Sha'anan. Walking Distance to 

Technion and Harav Zini Shul, 4 rooms 
(original 5) 110m, Elevator, Parking, 

Storage, Mamad, Attractive Price.

Contact Gal:
0527462199

For Sale
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After thinking about it, I realized some-
thing profoud. We are a generation search-
ing for a deeper connection with Hashem. Of 
course, learning about Shabbos or Chinuch 
is important. Growth in every area of Avodat 
Hashem is important. But what our genera-
tion is seeking more than anything else is a 
real relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

Maybe in previous generations it was 
enough to come to shul, be part of a minyan, 
and say the words. But our generation longs 
for more than that. We are not satisfied with 
externalities alone, we have an existential 
need to get to the inner meaning, the פנימיות. 
We want to understand the words we are 
saying, to feel them, and to experience a real 
connection to Hashem through our Tefilla.

And yet, at the exact same time, we are 
also a generation of unprecedented distrac-
tion. In the age of technology, it has become 
harder than ever to actually focus when we 
daven. And so we are left with tension: we 
crave closeness to Hashem, yet our minds 
constantly pull us elsewhere.

Perhaps that is why people are so drawn 
to learning about Tefilla. Because under-
standing the structure, meaning, and 
depth behind the words gives us a way 
back in. Even if we can only focus on one 
phrase, one bracha, or one idea during 
davening, that itself becomes a real point of 
connection.

And so, after much thought, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that while the other topics 
were valuable, it makes the most sense to 
return to Tefilla in this column. Even though 
we already went through all of the sections of 
davening several years ago, it behooves us to 
do it again. Tefilla is not the kind of Avodah 
that remains in place on its own. When we 
actively work on it, it grows and impacts us. 

But the moment we stop paying attention, 
our concentration weakens and our Tefilla 
begins to slip. The level of one’s Tefilla cannot 
remain stagnant without constant effort. If 
we stop working on it, we lose it.

Therefore, going back and beginning 
again is key. In some articles, we will review 
ideas from previous years and that itself is 
important, because meaningful growth 
always requires review. But I also hope to 
explore new meforshim, fresh perspectives, 
and deeper insights, so that our Tefilla nev-
er becomes static, but continues to develop 
and grow together with us over the years.

י לְְפָָנֶֶיךָָ וְְהֶֶגְְיוֹֹן לִִבִּ�ִ  May — יְְהִִי רָָצוֹֹן אִִמְְרֵֵי פִִי 
Hashem grant us the siyata d’Shmaya to 
discover new depth and insight in Tefilla 
together, and may our learning inspire us 
to strengthen our Tefilla and grow in our 
Avodat Hashem. 
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL
BAKA, JERUSALEM

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

He [Rebbe Akiva] used to say: Beloved 
is man who was created in the Image of 
God…Beloved  are Yisrael who are called 
the children of the Omnipresent…Beloved 
are Yisrael who were given a desirable 
instrument (i.e. the Torah)…” (Avot 3:18)

Rabbi Chaim Volozhin points out a striking 
contrast between the opening mishnah in 
chapter three and Rebbe Akiva’s teaching in 
this Mishnah, which comes toward the close 
of the chapter.

Avot 3:1 painted a bleak picture of man’s 
past, present, and future. Man is to be aware 
that his life begins with a putrid drop (of 
semen). Man is buried and one’s body is 
placed in the earth alongside the worms and 
maggots. Man will then be summoned to 
stand before the King of Heaven and make 
an accounting of his transgressions. This per-
spective on life is meant to elicit reverence 
and fear so that man refrains from sin and 
lives humbly.

Rebbe Akiva in Mishnah 3:18 counters 
those points and highlights the positive in 
each step of the way. Man is born of a putrid 
drop, but more significantly, man is creat-
ed in the image of God. Death is certainly a 
cause for sorrow, but do not be overly trou-
bled, for each Jew, when passing from this 
world, is reunited with his Father in Heaven. 

And lastly, while it is true that man must 
give a final reckoning before God, we have 
been gifted the Torah, which has guided us 
throughout our lifetime and has saved us 
countless times from succumbing to the evil 
inclination. With this “desirable instrument,” 
this treasure of having the Torah, the Jew will 
be vindicated from harsh judgment in heav-
en. (Ruach Chaim, 3:18)

Rebbe Akiva presents a perspective that is 
empowering and uplifting. He sees the posi-
tive and instills hope and faith.

Of the many sages of the Talmud, the Jew-
ish people have been magnetically drawn to 
the personality of Rebbe Akiva and his heroic 
courage and positivity.

Rav Kook also took special note of the 
qualities found in Rebbe Akiva’s remarkable 
character and highlighted one particular 
teaching of Rebbe Akiva that has left a last-
ing impact. We begin with the backdrop of 
the Mishnah (Yadayim 3:5 and see Megillah 
7a), which discusses the status of the book of 
Shir Hashirim and considers whether or not 
to include the book in the holy canon. Rebbe 
Akiva forcefully argued for its holiness and 
its inclusion among the sacred writings. He 
famously asserted: “For the whole world 
is not as worthy as the day on which Shir 
Hashirim was given to Israel! For all the writ-
ings are holy, but Shir Hashirim is the holy of 

Avot 3:18 - Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot: 
Rebbe Akiva’s Boundless Optimism

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES
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holies.” (Ibid.)
Rabbi Akiva felt the need to strenuously 

underscore the sanctity of Shir Hashirim. Rav 
Kook wrote a soaring passage emphasizing 
why Rebbe Akiva was most suited to take this 
stand:

“A soul that is insensitive to feelings of 
romance cannot relate to the tender sensibili-
ties expressed in songs of love. Such a person 
will pervert those poetic yearnings, reducing 
them to the level of his own base desires. 
Similarly, one who has never ascended the 
heights of holy contemplation, one who has 
never experienced the uplifting surge of love 
for the Rock of all worlds - such a person will 
fail to grasp how the sublime yearnings of 
Shir Hashirim truly reflect the highest aspi-
rations of the Jewish 
people.” (Olat Reiyah, 
Commentary to Shir 
Hashirim)

Rav Kook argued 
that a sensitive soul, 
who relates to oth-
ers with a delicate 
and abiding love 
and develops a sim-
ilarly deep and passionate love toward the 
Almighty, is a person who will embrace the 
depth and pure elegance found in each verse 
of Shir Hashirim. However, one who lacks 
this sensitivity, the book will appear impure 
and perhaps even profane. Rebbe Akiva's 
lofty and sensitive soul was able to perceive 
the book's majesty. Rav Kook goes on to elu-
cidate this point:

“But an insightful person will recognize 
that the body of literature of this holy nation, 
whose long history is replete with extraordi-
nary displays of self-sacrifice and martyrdom 
to sanctify God’s name, would be incomplete 

without a suitable expression of their bound-
less love for God. As he was cruelly put to 
death at the hands of the Romans, Rebbe Aki-
va told his students, “All my life I have been 
troubled by this verse, ‘You will love God…
with all your soul’ - even if He takes your 
soul. When will I have the opportunity to 

fulfill this?” Rebbe Aki-
va recited the Shema, 
and his soul departed 
when he reached the 
word echad, declaring 
God’s unity (Berachot 
61b).” (Ibid.)

Rav Kook points to 
a profound moment 
during Rebbe Akiva’s 

life when he expressed his genuine and effu-
sive love for God. Even as he was being tor-
tured, he took it as an opportunity to express 
his boundless faith and attachment to God.

Rav Kook concludes this passage by shar-
ing the reason why Rebbe Akiva was emi-
nently qualified to teach us about the pro-
found sanctity of Shir Hashirim:

“Only a soul as great as Rebbe Akiva 
could testify that Shir Hashirim is the Holy 
of Holies, and that ‘the entire universe is 
unworthy of the day that Shir Hashirim was 
given to Israel.’ In his life, Rebbe Akiva expe-
rienced love in all of its levels: the personal 
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

love for Kalba Savua’s daughter, in its natu-
ral purity; the idealistic love for his people, 
including its fight for independence against 
Roman occupation; and the lofty love for 
God, in all of its noble beauty. Thus, Rebbe 
Akiva was eminently qualified to evaluate 
the true nature of the love so poetically 
expressed in Shir Hashirim.” (Ibid.)

For Rav Kook, Rebbe Akiva’s love for his 
wife and for his nation were bound up with 
the love that he shared with God.

It is worthwhile noting that not only was 
the book of Shir Hashirim canonized as part of 
Tanach, but perhaps unlike any other book of 
Tanach, it has become traditional practice to 
recite Shir Hashirim at key junctures. Its pub-
lic recitation is on Pesach. Many recite it after 
the Pesach Seder. Additionally, many observe 
the custom to recite the book during the late 
afternoon on the eve of Shabbat.

Rabbi Akiva’s abundant faith in God and 
faith in his people are emblematic of the pos-
itive way he opted to view the world. Return-
ing to his teaching in the Mishnah from Avot 
above (3:18), Rebbe Akiva emphasizes the 
redeeming qualities in a Jew that must be 
acknowledged: A Jew contains within him 
the tzelem Elokim, the image of God, and thus 
every Jew is holy; every Jew is a child of God 
and therefore, ipso facto, has a loving Father 
who is merciful and loving; and thirdly, a 
Jew is immensely fortunate to be the recipi-
ent of Torah, which provides every Jew with 
the wisdom and inspiration needed to lead 
meaningful and noble lives. 
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
REHAVIA/SHAAREI CHESED, DISKIN ST. 

Wolfson Towers, luxurious, exceptionally 
spacious 316sqm apartment, originally two 

apartments, 2 living rooms, large dining area, 
5 bedrooms, high floor - stunning panoramic 

view, fully furnished and equipped, commercial 
and medical center right below, overlooking the 
Knesset, Israel Museum, Sacher Park. Exclusive! 

Haim 055-4574163 | Moshe 055-4549428

CITY CENTER, MESILAT YESHARIM ST. 
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Jerusalem! Spacious, bright, and pleasant 
3-room apt., balcony, convenient floor, elevator. 
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shopping centers. Immediate entry Exclusive!  
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neighborhood, near supermarket, shops,  
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views, beautifully designed kitchen - perfect 
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Enjoy crisp, cool mountain air, three exposures, 
private parking, and a small, well-maintained 
building. Property with rare potential that’s 

hard to find elsewhere, exceptional location - 
quiet street, surrounded by pastoral greenery, 
high-quality neighborhood and community. 

Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464
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From the Virtual Desk of the
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לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Teaching 
Hagbaha  
to a Son

Question: I can get permission from the 
gabbai to take out a sefer Torah to teach my 
teenage son how to do hagbaha properly. Is 
this permitted? 

Answer: We start with the potential 
problems. 

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 135:14) 
disallows taking a sefer Torah from its place 
so that people who cannot come to shul can 
lain. The source is a Yerushalmi (Yoma 7:1), 
which says, before bringing exceptions, that 
proper respect is that people should be the 
ones to go to where the Torah is. Within the 
shul, we obviously do not expect people to 
climb into the aron kodesh to read from it, 
but Dirshu (135:60) cites a machloket about 
whether it can be taken from room to room 

in one building. 
A related problem that could be more diffi-

cult to solve is that it is prohibited to disgrace 
a holy object (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 154) 
and certainly a sefer Torah (see ibid. Yoreh 
Deah 282) by using it for a mundane purpose. 
What if the mundane use advances a religious 
value? The Taz (YD 282:13) forbids using one 
sefer to raise up another one to make it easier 
to read, as one must not use something holy 
for a use that is fitting for “wood or stone.” 
The Magen Avraham (154:14) disagrees and 
allows one to bring one sefer in order to prop 
up another.

We should now try to determine what we 
accomplish with hagbaha and whether learn-
ing/practicing doing it has value. The gemara 
(Megilla 32a) discusses the importance of 
gelilla, which is more like what we call hag-
baha, as does the Ramban (to Devarim 27:26). 
While Sephardim do it before laining to show 
the people the holy text to be read (as appears 
in the original source, Nechemia 8:5), Ashke-
nazim changed to doing it after kri’at haTorah. 
The change focuses our attention on the ele-
ment of allowing people to honor our beloved 
Torah scrolls (see development of this idea in 
Living the Halachic Process V, D-5).  

Is the honor of sifrei Torah raised by your 
teaching/practicing with your son? Hagbaha 
will be done whether or not you teach your 
son its finer points. The major difference is 
probably whether he will have the confidence 
to accept the honor/task when asked, which is 
about him, not the sefer Torah. On the other 
hand, there may be a time that he will accept AVRAHAM :058-7997833
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hagbaha, and the better the job, the better the 
Torah is honored. Arguably, it also lessens the 
albeit tiny chance that an untrained boy will 
drop a sefer (people are usually vigilant). If we 
assume that the lesson increases the honor of 
sifrei Torah, we can eliminate the problem.

Even if we focus on your son, there is a con-
cept of making allowances regarding certain 
rules in order to educate children. It is permitted 
for a child to make berachot which are objective-
ly l’vatala to train him in making the beracha, 
and an adult may even feed him the “problem-
atic” wording (Shulchan Aruch, OC 215:3; Mish-
na Berura 215:14). This applies even for post-bar 
mitzva men who need education (Igrot Moshe, 
OC II:56). However, if one views your training 
as more about “empowering” your son than 
necessary mitzva training, use of a formal chi-
nuch allowance becomes questionable (see one 
application in LTHP VI, A-4). 

But this case is probably not “forbidden” 
per se. Even the Taz (above) was bothered by 
the prospect of a sefer being used for some-
thing any object of that size could have been 
used for. Here, one would be hard pressed to 

find a full replacement to learn the special 
techniques of hagbaha. 

The only explicit source I found on this 
question is Chashukei Chemed (Megilla 26b) 
who quotes Rav Elyashiv as considering such 
training improper. I see this as a strict ruling, 
if it is a clear ruling. I suspect he is assuming 
an audience in which enfranchising a teenag-
er in shul is not a recognized need. While my 
father just discussed strategy with me and did 
not practice in this way, which is what I did 
for my sons, if you think such training will be 
significant for your son, then do it. If you do 
so, it is preferable to first learn together from 
the Torah or review halachic qualities (see 
ibid.) and to stress the sefer Torah’s beauty 
and preciousness. 
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG
OU ISRAEL FACULTY

The division of the kingdoms of Israel was 
a cataclysmic event that continues to rever-
berate in our contemporary era. The Maggid 
of Mezeritch, the primary disciple of the Baal 
Shem Tov, taught that since the division of 
Malchut Beit David, there is no one who intro-
duces a teaching of Torah or Avodat Hashem 
without someone offering an opposing view. 
The origins of machloket, of the intellectual 
argument that characterizes our study of 
Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Oral Law, lie in the 
splitting of the Malchut. 

Hazal trace the roots of the division of the 
Malchut to an earlier episode, in which upon 
David HaMelech’s return to Yerushalayim 
after Avshalom’s rebellion was successfully 
quelled, he encountered Mephiboshet, the 
son of Yonatan, who had come out to greet 
him. Previously, upon David’s departure from 
the city, Mephiboshet’s servant Tziva had met 

David with the report that his master had 
allied himself with Avshalom, a report which 
Mephiboshet now assiduously denied. David 
was in a quandary, for upon hearing Tziva’s 
report he had decreed that all that belonged to 
Mephiboshet be transferred to Tziva. When he 
heard Mephiboshet’s account of his enduring 
loyalty to David, David decreed that the prop-
erty be split between the two. Hazal teach that 
at that moment, a heavenly voice emerged and 
stated that Rechav’am and Yerov’am would 
split the kingdom between them. The gemara 
continues: Rabbi Yehudah taught in the name 
of Rav - Had David not accepted the slander of 
Tziva, the malchut would not have been split, 
the Jewish people would not have worshipped 
Avodah Zarah and we would not have been 
exiled from our land.

The division of the malchut is inextricably 
linked to the power of speech. The Zohar, in a 
passage that explains the sefirot in correspon-
dence with parts of the body, likens Malchut 
to the mouth. This idea is explained further 
through a pasuk in Kohelet: ְְבַַר מֶֶלֶֶך ר דְּ�ְ ֶ אֲֲשֶׁ�  בַּ�ַ
לְְטוֹֹן ִ -The words of the king are authorita - שִׁ�
tive. An effective king rules by the decree of 
his mouth; thus, his power of speech must be 
under careful control. Misuse of the power 
of speech can have disastrous consequences. 
While this is true for all kings, it is especially 
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true of David HaMelech, whose extraordinary 
power of speech still provides us with daily 
inspiration in our Avodat Hashem.

The Zohar provides the basis for the teach-
ing of the Maggid mentioned earlier. Since 
Malchut is associated with the power of 
speech and argument, there is an inherent 
relationship between Malchut and Torah 
Shebe’al Peh. The ability to respectfully 
communicate and debate ideas is critical to 
our understanding of the Torah and of one 
another. The splitting of the Malchut between 
Rechav’am and Yerov’am was a direct result 
of an argument in which personal dignity 
was placed above the integrity of the institu-
tion of Malchut. Had Rechav’am listened to 
the elders, he might have built a relationship 
with the people he led, establishing connec-
tion rather than leading to rupture. So too 
today, when we debate ideas within the Jew-
ish nation, we must strive to do so respectfully 
and in unadulterated pursuit of Truth, with a 
desire to connect with, rather than distance 
the other.

The Ozherover Rebbe, Rav Moshe Yechiel 
Halevi Epstein zt”l, teaches that true under-
standing of Torah is dependent upon rectify-
ing our power of speech. In the bracha pre-
ceding Kriyat Shema, Ahavat ‘Olam (Nusach 
Sfard), we conclude with the following 
request: אֱֱמֶֶת דוֹֹל סֶֶלָָה בֶּ�ֶ מְְךָָ הַַגָּ�ָ ִ נּוּ מַַלְְכֵֵּנוּ לְְשִׁ�  וְְקֵֵרַַבְְתָּ�ָ

אַַהֲֲבָָה לְְהוֹֹדוֹֹת לְְךָָ  ,You have brought us close - בְּ�ְ
our King, to Your great Name in absolute 
truth and with love, that we may give thanks 
to you… Similarly, at the end of Shmoneh 
Esrei, we pray that Hashem preserve us from 
evil speech, followed by a request that He 
open our hearts to Torah. Malchut, speech 
and Torah are inherently intertwined. 

As we repeatedly encounter the refrain 
declaring that a state of war existed between 
the two kingdoms of Israel, let us bear in mind 
the roots of that conflict, and contemplate how 
the misuse of our power of speech perpetu-
ates the divisions in our contemporary com-
munity. May Hashem grant us success in our 
attempt to effectively communicate respect-
fully with others as we await the renewed 
kingdom of Beit David. 
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Ora asks:
Hi Aleeza. I have this awesome friend that 

I'm trying to set up, and men keep rejecting 
her resume because of the photo. I know this 
photo isn't the most flattering of her, is it that 
bad to maybe touch it up a little artificially? I 
just want to get her to the date stage.

Aleeza answers:
I know the temptation.
Your friend is wonderful. Kind. Smart. 

Deep. Funny. The kind of person who would 
make an incredible spouse. And yet every 
time their shidduch resume goes out, the 
answer comes back the same way: “No thank 
you.”

Then you look at the picture and think, 
Honestly? This photo is doing them no favors.

Maybe the lighting is harsh. Maybe they 
look tired. Maybe the angle is awkward. May-
be you know that in real life they’re much 
more attractive, warm, and magnetic than 
this one frozen image suggests.

So the question becomes: is it okay to touch 
up the photo a little to help them get more 
opportunities?

My answer is no.
And not because I think people need to post 

the most real version of themselves online. I 

absolutely believe people should choose flat-
tering photos. Good lighting matters. A gen-
uine smile matters. Wearing colors that suit 
you matters. Confidence matters.

But digitally enhancing someone’s appear-
ance beyond reality creates a new problem 
instead of solving the original one.

Because eventually the person has to walk 
into the date.

And if the reaction becomes, “Wait… this 
isn’t what I expected,” then the photo didn’t 
help them find love. It helped them get 
through a door that immediately becomes 
uncomfortable for both people.

That’s not a foundation you want to build 
on.

The goal of a shidduch photo is not to cre-
ate fantasy. The goal is accuracy with warmth. 
You want someone to look at the picture and 
think, “I’d love to meet them,” and then feel 
pleasantly surprised in person, not confused.

So what should you do if a friend is getting 
rejected because of photos?

Get different photos.
Not enhanced ones. Better ones.
Go outside during golden hour. Use natural 

lighting. Let them wear clothing that makes 
them feel confident. Capture them laughing 
instead of posing stiffly against a wall. Ask 
people who know them well which photos 

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

Should You Touch Up Your 
Friend’s Shidduch Photo?
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actually feel like them.
Some people are incredibly photogenic. 

Others come alive in motion, conversation, 
energy, and presence. The answer isn’t to 
manufacture beauty that disappears in per-
son. The answer is to communicate who they 
genuinely are in the most appealing and 
authentic way possible.

And also, let’s be honest, if someone is 
rejecting based on one imperfect photo alone, 
that may not be the right match anyway.

Real relationships are not built on filtered 
perfection. They’re built on truth, chemistry, 
comfort, and connection.

May we all have the courage to present our-
selves honestly, the confidence to know our 
worth goes far beyond a photograph, and the 
blessing to be loved for who we truly are.

Blessings, Aleeza 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
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initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
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Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!
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ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
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Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
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10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il Anat Riesenberg
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320978

Bnei-Binyamin Street, For Rent
A beautiful furnished 3 br. apartment with a

balcony overlooking the sea in South Netanya.
2 parking spaces, Shabbat eevator and Gym.

Givati Street, Nof-Galim For Sale
A 3 bedroom apartment, with a balcony to the west,
Mamad, elevator and parking. Short walk to Lagoon

beach. Asking 2,190,000 NIS
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Call us for a free consultation!

Sefarim for sale (as new)
50% of the sale will be donated to the OU Torah Tidbits

SHNEI LUCHOT HABRIT  800₪
by Rabbi L. Horowitz, translated & annotated  
by Eliyahu Munk. 3 volumes.
TORAH COMMENTARY  800₪
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27 Nachal Maor  
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The Parasha opens with the chet ham-
eraglim, the sin of the spies:

“Send men… and they shall spy out the 
Land of Canaan… and (addressing those 
chosen for the task) you shall see the Land 
for what it is” (13:2, 18).

Two key words: veyaturu - and they shall 
spy out, and u-re-eetem – you shall see.

The Parasha closes with the mitzva of 
tzitzit:

“You shall see them and remember G-d’s 
mitzvot. You shall not stray after your own 
hearts and after your own eyes after which 
you go astray” (15:39).

Same two key words: ve-lo taturu, and the 
identical u-re-eetem.

It may be suggested that performing the 
mitzva of tzitizit contains a deeper meaning, 
which does connect us to the chet meraglim. 
That helps us to not make the same mistake 
as the meraglim did in reporting on the Land, 

and in not going the way Am Yisrael behaved 
when they heard what the meraglim told 
them.

Let’s first consider the mitzva of tzitzit. 
As an approach, the Gemara (Sotah 17a) 
offers the following insight into the techeilet 
(blue wool) in Parashat Tzitzit. Each of the 
tzitziot on the four corners of the garment 
has four threads, tied and doubled. Three of 
the threads are lavan (white) and one - the 
longer one - is techeilet. Techeilet, the Gemara 
suggests, communicates the sea which, like 
the sky, spiritually connects with the kisei 
hakovod, G-d’s celestial throne: the higher, 
the infinite, the beyond human perception, 
the beyond human understanding, and the 
unbound by time and space. We can also say 
that the lavan, in contrast to the techeilet, sug-
gests clarity, purity, and accessibility.

The Torah tells us ure-item otam u-zechar-
tem et mitzvot hashem: you shall see them 
and remember G-d’s mitzvot. ‘Them’ 
includes both the techeilet and the lavan 
threads. The lavan tells us to access the acces-
sible: study Torah, practice the mitzvot, and 
keep what you learn clear in mind, incor-
porating it into your behaviour and mental 
operating system. The techeilet reminds us 
that there exists very much more than we 
can see, sense, or perceive, which we cannot 
access as we are only human. The limits of 
human understanding and human ingenuity 

White and Blue of Tzitzit

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the market at a Great price!  
Shachrai Street, Bayit Vegan - Ground floor  
4 rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms, 2.97m NIS
Great opportunity to buy a 
brand new apartment in Rechavia!  
3 apartments left, 3-5 rooms from 3.97m NIS
In a finished, brand new building on  
Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms 
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking and 
Shabbat elevator, 2 rooms - 1.97m NIS; large 86m  
3 room - 3.07m NIS and 4 rooms - from 3.79m NIS
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do not extend to the infinite. This applies 
even to observable phenomena. For example, 
the simplest cell in a banana skin. Everything 
new we find out about cells opens another 
dozen questions that until then were not 
even conceived.

Let’s now turn to the chet hameraglim. 
Moshe told the men u-re-eetem et ha’aretz 
ma hi – see the land for what it is. Make a 
brief assessment about the practicalities of 
conquest. As Rashi explains, if the cities are 
walled they are likely to be weaker as their 
defence depends on their city fortifications. If 
these cities are unwalled and open, the inhab-
itants are likely to be stronger as they rely and 
trust on their own strength. But he did not tell 
them le-ragel, to actually spy out the land as 
sleuths do, although elsewhere, (D’varim 1:24) 
the Torah reports that’s what they did.

It was one thing to see the land and work 
out the logistics of conquest following 
Moshe’s guidelines. They would then u-re-ee-
tem, see and obtain a general impression of 
the Land of Canaan which was possible in a 
reasonable time frame. Like the lavan of the 
tzitzit, learn what could be learnt by tour-
ing. That would be enough; G-d would take 
care of the rest when the time would come. 
But it was quite another thing to raise that 
to the level of espionage which, unbidden, 
the meraglim had done. They did not know 
Canaanite culture, their way of looking at 
things. For example, they thought that they 
were like mere grasshoppers in the eyes of 
Canaan’s giant inhabitants. Yet following 
Egyptian pursuers dying in the Red Sea only 
a year previously, they had all been singing 
out loud “The people heard, they trembled… 
the inhabitants of Canaan fairly melted” 
(Shemot 15:14-15).

As the techeilet symbolises, there were lots 

they didn’t understand and couldn’t have 
understood as they didn’t grow up among 
them. The meraglim thus looked too hard 
and got it wrong instead of following Moshe’s 
instructions. Instead of keeping in the region 
of the lavan which was represented by the 
samples of fruit they brought back, they 
“strayed after their own hearts and after 
their own eyes” into what they drew the 
wrong, panic-inducing conclusions. As the 
techeilet implies, a little supposed knowledge 
of what you don’t understand, but are cer-
tain that you do, is dangerous…

It is the lavan that symbolizes our ideal 
day-to-day life. It is the techeilet that com-
municates G-d’s Infinity that accommodates 
our aspirations. It is their combination that 
prompts us that things are not always as they 
seem, and that we often have to be patient, to 
give things time to unfold, instead of imme-
diately dismissing a challenge or rejecting a 
suggestion. 

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!

Aaron Frolich  
Certified Financial Planner &  
Licensed Investment Advisor
+972.54.320.8077

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

Shabbat afternoon 
Parshat HaShavua Shiur 

Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres 
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak 

Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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Six words in this week’s Torah portion, 
Shelach, reveal a great secret.

Ten of the twelve spies sent to the Land of 
Israel return to the people in the desert filled 
with despair. According to them, there 
is no point in continuing the journey 
to Israel. As they describe their 
encounter with the inhabitants 
of the land, they say:

“We were in our own eyes like 
grasshoppers, and so we were in 
their eyes.”

In other words: We saw ourselves as 
grasshoppers, and therefore that is how we 
appeared to the people living there as well. 
We lacked self-confidence. We thought we 
were small and weak, with no chance of suc-
cess, and that is how the people we met in the 
Land perceived us too.

Our self-perception is the foundation. It 
radiates outward. If we see ourselves as peo-
ple of worth and meaning, if we go out into 
the world with optimism, vision, and faith, 
that is how others will look back at us as well.

This is true with our children. It is true in 
the workplace, in society, and also on the 
national level, as a people and as a state.

It is worth asking ourselves: Where, and in 
what ways, do we see ourselves as grasshop-
pers? Can we see ourselves differently, and by 
doing so cause the world to look at us differ-
ently too?

 Who Is Telling You the Story? 
Our Sages ask us to note that most of the 

time during our journey through the desert, 
the problem was not an external enemy but 

our internal state: our unity, our faith, 
our motivation. When these are 

absent, it is impossible to keep 
moving forward.

Last week, I saw a video featur-
ing the Greek Minister of Health 

being interviewed on Greek 
television. In case you didn’t see it, 

this is what he said: “Really, is there a 
nation like the Jews? These people took a strip 
of desert land, smaller than half of our Pelo-
ponnese Peninsula, and they have a GDP of 
500 billion. If you go there, you see that they 
produce abundance out of nothing. They are 
at war with Lebanon, with Iran, with Yemen, 
with Hamas, with Syria, and they have 3% GDP 
growth! And when they ask who the happiest 
people in the world are, they are in the top five. 
And here, in our Greece, the weather is perfect, 
everything is beautiful, and whoever you ask 
how he is responds: ‘Misery, sadness.’ Stop for 
a moment: he has rockets on his right, rockets 
on his left, and he says, ‘How happy I am to live 
in Israel.’ And by us? Here, everything is black. 
Do you have an explanation?” The minister 
concludes: “There is no explanation!”

In another incident, Elon Musk, the richest 
man in the world, was supposed to visit Israel 

Let Us Not Be Grasshoppers 
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for the Ministry of Transportation’s Innova-
tion Conference. In the end, he traveled with 
Trump to China, but he still made the effort to 
join from there by video call for half an hour. 
This is what he said: “I am a big fan of Israel. I 
think, objectively, you are number one in the 
world.” Applause was heard in the hall, and 
he continued: “You achieve incredible results 
relative to the size of your population. I take 
my hat off to Israel for its innovation and for 
everything it does.”

There’s more: Mathias Döpfner is an 
important German publisher and the CEO 
of a media group that owns Bild and Politi-
co, among other outlets. Just two weeks ago, 
he said in a speech: “Zionism is racism? No. 
Anti-Zionism is racism! Zionism is a natural 
response to thousands of years of persecution, 
expulsion, and genocide. What seems illogical 
to me is that Zionism is an idea embraced only 
by Jews. I am a gentile, and I am a Zionist. 
Wholeheartedly. With conviction and passion. 
Israel is our values.”

When I told friends about these incidents, 
they were surprised. They hadn’t heard these 
stories and are under the impression that the 
world is against us. Who makes them think 
that way? Who makes us focus only on nega-
tivity, on the criticism directed at us, and not 
on the deep and widespread appreciation that 
exists as well? Just like in the parashah: who is 
telling us the story, and who is providing the 
interpretation of those events?  
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HOW MUCH OF OUR LIFE  
IS SHAPED MORE BY FEAR  

THAN BY REALITY?
In פרשת שלח , the מרגלים return from ארץ 

-terrified. They describe giants, forti ישראל
fied cities, and impossible battles. The תורה 
records their report, but חז״ל teach that the 
real failure lay not in what they saw — but in 
how they interpreted it. 

After everything בני ישראל had already 
experienced — יציאת מצרים, קריעת ים סוף, מתן 
 מרגלים the — משכן and the תורה, ענני הכבוד,
still concluded that entering the Land was 
impossible. Instead of interpreting chal-
lenges through the lens of השגחת ה׳ , they 
reframed everything in terms of fear. 

Sometimes we do the same thing. We 
know there are things we need to face — 
conversations, responsibilities, personal 
growth — but instead of admitting fear, we 
build explanations that make avoidance feel 
logical. Fear becomes disguised as “realism.”

That is what made כלב different. While the 
other spies were swept up in panic and pub-
lic pressure, כלב remained steady and loyal 
to the truth. The תורה describes that he had 
 a different ,”רוח אחרת עמו“ )במדבר י״ד:כ״ד (
spirit. He refused to be carried away by the 
fear around him. 

The punishment reflected the mistake 
itself. Hashem says, ”יום לשנה יום לשנה“ 

-each day of the spies’ jour —)במדבר י״ד:ל״ד( 
ney becomes a year in the desert. When a 
person refuses to move forward, they can 
remain stuck far longer than they ever 
intended. 

teach that חז״ל  when the nation 
cried that night,  Hashem respond-
ed, ואני אקבע חנם  בכיה של  בכיתם   ”אתם 
. ע״א( כ״ט  ית  )תענ רות“  לדו בכיה    לכם 
Fear that is not confronted does not simply 
disappear — it shapes future generations. 

The מרגלים had everything they needed: 
-Hashem’s promise, and open mir , משה רבנו
acles in front of them. Yet they still hesitated. 

The question the פרשה leaves us with is 
simple but uncomfortable: how often do we 
let fear define our decisions, even when we 
already have everything we need to move 
forward? 

SHALOM NUER
9TH GRADE, ZICHRON YAAKOV

HOW A NAME  
INFLUENCED COURAGE 

In this week’s parshah, we see that even 
when faced with death threats, Yehoshua 
and Calev have the courage to stand up 
against nearly all of Am Yisrael and stand up 
for what they believe in. Where and how did 
they get the courage to stand up against Am 
Yisrael and speak the truth?

Well, we should first inspect who they are 
and what shaped them to have such courage 
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in such a dangerous situation. Yehoshua was 
Moshe’s disciple, and Calev had so much 
faith in Hashem that he went and prayed 
in Chevron for the strength to not be influ-
enced by the ten other meraglim. Accord-
ing to Rashi, Moshe also went and prayed 
for Yehoshua and changed his name from 
Hoshea to Yehoshua, asking Hashem to save 
him from the council of the meraglim.

When a name is changed in the Tanakh, 
it is because of success in a divine struggle. 
For example, Yaakov was named Yisrael 
after wrestling with an angel, and Avram 
became Avraham after he left his home 
and journeyed to Israel. So too here, when 
Yehoshua went and tried to calm the angry 
and fearful horde, standing up in defense of 
Moshe and Aharon, he proved that his name 
change was not in vain. It had, in fact, given 
him the strength to stand up and do what is 
right. Ultimately, that is what enabled him 
to stand up to thousands of people in such a 
dangerous situation, demonstrating the kind 
of courage that Hashem wants from us. 
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