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Momentary 
Momentum

It was a moment of high tension; the spies 
had riled up the people against Moshe Rab-
beinu, and bedlam was in the air.  At this 
moment, Kalev steps 
forward and silences 
the people.  He calms 
them down, allows 
them to see all the 
wonderful things that 
Moshe Rabbeinu has 
done, and shifts their 
vision.  Yet in the end, 
his words fall on deaf 
ears, and the Meraglim convince the people 
that it is impossible to conquer the land.  
The Torah praises Kalev for his words, and 
he is given a great reward.  The question 
is obvious; Kalev was not successful in his 
endeavor to convince the people — why is 

he given such a great reward?
Rav Moshe Feinstein zt’l, in Darash Moshe, 

teaches us an important principle.  There 
is a halachic obligation to do whatever is 
necessary to save a person’s life, even if 
one must desecrate Shabbos in order to do 
so.  This is true even if the person’s life will 
only be extended for a short time.  Like-
wise, one is obligated to try and influence 

others to do teshuvah, 
even if the effect of 
those efforts will be 
brief.  It is clear that 
Kalev did, in fact, 
impact the people for 
a short time, since 
the Meraglim had to 
redouble their efforts 
thereafter to convince 

the people that indeed, it was impossible 
for them to enter the land.  Thus, for even a 
momentary element of teshuvah that Kalev 
engendered, he is greatly rewarded.

Rashi teaches us that Kalev’s ploy was 
asking the people, “is this all that ben 
Amram did for us?” This got the attention 
of the people. Then, Kalev mentioned all 
the wonderful things that Moshe Rabbeinu 
did for them.  Rav Chayim Zaitchick zt’l, in 
Ohr Chadash, notes that these words did, 
indeed, impact the people.  The nation at 
this moment was in a state of high emotion, 
riled up against Moshe Rabbeinu.  Kalev’s 
words allowed them to calm down, even 
for a brief time, and their rebellious state 
was slightly subdued.  Therefore, when they 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
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Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren
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Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"
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Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
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shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

were punished, the full wrath of Hashem 
was not measured against them to the same 
extent.

It is well known that Rav Yisrael Salanter 
zt’l taught that one who sins with a sigh and 
a feeling of regret is not punished the same 
way as one who sins with the fullness of 
their being.  The story is told of a merchant 
who ordered all of the sefarim of the Chafetz 
Chayim zt’l, except the sefer on the laws of 
Loshon Hara.  He explained that since he is 
a merchant, and interacts with people all 
day, there is no way he can observe these 
laws.  The Chafetz Chayim told this man that 
he had raised this issue with Rav Salanter 
before publishing the sefer.  Rav Salanter 
responded that it was worth publishing the 
sefer if even one Jew, while still speaking 
Loshon Hara, would feel an angst when 
doing so.  This feeling of remorse will dra-
matically change the nature of the sin.  

Two important lessons from one small 
act.  Our responsibility is to try to save 
another, even for a brief period, from 
their ‘spiritual demise.’  One is considered 
successful if one is able to bring down the 
intensity of the level of the sin. 

Refuah Shleima to  
Norman Brainin




