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ומה הארץ השמנה היא אם רזה היש בה עץ אם אין )יג:כ(

“And what the land is, whether it is fat or lean, whether there are trees therein 
or not” (13:20)
Why did Moshe advise the spies to seek out if there are trees or not?
Rashi quoting Talmud Baba Batra 15a, explains that Moshe was instructing the 
spies to look for a righteous person among the inhabitants of Canaan who would 
protect them by his merits. Perhaps as it states in Devarim 20:19, “For a man is 
like the tree of the field”, just as a tree provides shade and shelter from the ele-
ments, so too a worthy man provides salvation and protection to others by his 
actions and prayers.
Rabbi David Cohen (Rav, Kehillat Gevul Yaavetz, N.Y.- Sefer Otzar Hatefillah) offers 
a deeper insight. Moshe specifically asked the spies to seek out such individuals in 
the fields and orchards and not to search out such a person in the houses of wor-
ship or centers of study. If such an individual was truly worthy, his influence would 
be felt far beyond the study halls and even outside his immediate environment. 
Shabbat Shalom

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 
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Unique garden duplex
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Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments




