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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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I made aliya 6.5 years ago. I live in the German Colony. The picture was taken in the 
stunning setting of Migdal David with its historic buildings and silhouettes. I was there for a 
beautiful ceremony honoring people of special achievement of Yerushalayim (יקרי ירושלים) 
and there was a fabulous sound and light show on the walls of the buildings. My wife 
and I were privileged to attend an elementary school graduation at the same site for our 
grandchildren who attend Mamad Harova. So in summary, it is a great venue emphasizing 
continuity with the past, achievements in the present while using modern lighting effects.

Torah Tidbits is proud to share  
a photo each week on the cover  
from our readers!
It is an honor to showcase the immense 
talent from across the country.

Send us your best photos  
and give us the opportunity  
to highlight your story.

Everyone is invited to submit! 
(amateurs and professionals alike) 
Please email to aarong@ouisrael.org
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Sunset (Including Elevation)	  7:41-7:42

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting
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40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Daf Yomi: Chulin 30
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Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Beha'alotcha - 8:56 PM  •  Shelach - 8:59 PM
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Twenty-five years ago, my wife and I went 
on shlichut to Vancouver, British Columbia, 
together with our three sons at the time, in 
order to run NCSY in the Pacific Northwest. 
We met an incredible community, full of giv-
ing, full of Jewish pride, full of caring for one 
another. We were there to work primarily 
with teens, but through these teens we met 
their parents and families, and of course we 
met so many wonderful people as part of 
the wider community. The fact that so many 
teenagers wanted to spend Shabbat with us, to 
come for a meal and enjoy my wife’s delicious 
food, created a bond between us and that 
community that has lasted to this very day.

For the past twenty-five years, I have 
made it a priority to stay in touch with those 

teenagers. Wherever I go around the world, I 
try to visit them, call them for their birthdays, 
and follow up with them. The best part is see-
ing their progress. I have been so privileged to 
watch them earn their degrees, start careers, 
get married, have children, and become 
incredible individuals. It is truly something 
extremely special.

This past week, right before Shavuot, I was 
deeply moved to see two of these former NCSY 
teens reach a very special moment. The first is 
Tammi. Tammi moved with her family from 
South Africa to Vancouver, and she and her 
brother Jesse were integral members of NCSY. 
I was there for Jesse’s bar mitzvah. I was 
there to see Tammi grow in her connection 
to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, taking upon herself 
Shabbat, kashrut, and more and more of a life 
built around Torah. Tammi was very involved 
in NCSY and even received the NCSYer of the 
Year award. After spending her gap year in 
Israel, Tammi earned a scholarship to Touro, 
where she attended, & continued growing in 
both her professional and Torah life.

Then Tammi, baruch Hashem, made aliyah. 
She ended up dating a young man named 
Max, who had grown up in Los Angeles and 
who had also connected to Torah through 
NCSY. He came to Israel, studied at Or Etzion 
under Rav Chaim Druckman zt”l, served in 
the IDF as a combat soldier, and afterwards 
went to Machon Lev to earn his degree. He 
and Tammi got married and built a beauti-
ful family. We have a tradition that Tammi 
and Max and their four children come to our 
house every Sukkot, and it is such a blessing 

In loving memory of  
our parents, grandparents  

and great-grandparents

Elaine Zimmerman a”h
 עלקה ג’אנה 

בת חיים שלום הכהן ע”ה
נפטרה ט”ז סיון תשע”ג
On her 31st yahrzeit 

Dr Charles Cohen z”l
 ישעיה יצחק 

בן מנדל אריה הלוי ז”ל
נפטר י”ד סיון תשע”ו 
On his 10th yahrzeit 

The Zimmerman family 
Nof Ayalon, Kerem Reim,  

Jerusalem, Nairobi 
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to see how they each contribute to life here 
in Israel. Max works in high-tech at Mobileye, 
just a few blocks from the OU Israel office in 
Har Hotzvim, and Tammi has been working at 
OurCrowd, a venture investing platform. 

Tammi’s cousin, who back then went by 
Ricki, came to Vancouver for Jesse’s bar 
mitzvah just a few weeks before heading to 
Israel for the year. I remember sitting down 
and talking to him at length about the year 
ahead. But I never expected the phone call I 
received after he finished his year at Yeshivat 
Har Etzion. He called to thank me, telling me 
that the advice I had given him really helped 
him make the most of his time in yeshiva, and 
that he had decided to stay for a second year. 
After his second year, he returned to Austra-
lia to complete his degree in accounting, and 
ultimately finished his studies back in Israel. 
Baruch Hashem, he married Shelley, who had 
made aliyah from England, and today Shmuel, 
as Ricki is now known, and Shelley live in 
Harish with their four children and are pillars 
of the Anglo community there.

About seven and a half years ago, both Max, 
with the support of Tammi, and Shmuel, with 
the support of Shelley, decided to start par-
ticipating in a program that had begun right 
here at the OU. The Semichat Chaver Program 
was the brainchild of Rav Elyada Goldwicht, 
who came to my office nearly nine years ago 
with an idea. He wanted to create a program 
that would enable baalebatim who felt like 
they constantly had to call a rabbi for every 
halachic question, to come and learn halacha 
in an organized way, topic by topic, and ulti-
mately receive a certificate recognizing what 
they had accomplished.

Rabbi Goldwicht started his first shiur at the 
OU Israel Center on Rechov Keren Hayesod 
in Rechavia. I remember standing at the first 

siyum. It was inside the Seymour J. Abrams 
Jerusalem World Center OU hall downstairs, 
with a small group of a few dozen men who 
came together with their wives and children to 
celebrate having taken a tough bechina on the 
halachot they had learned. And I remember 
seeing Rav Zalman Nechemia Goldberg zt”l, 
together with Rav Shlomo Amar shlita, who 
was then the Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel 
and former of Rishon LeTzion, both come to the 
OU building to give the teudot to those partici-
pants who had excelled. It was extraordinary.

Little could I have imagined how far this 
program would go. Little could I have imag-
ined that participants would take vacation 
days in order to prepare for the tests. Little 
could I have imagined the impact it would 

לעילוי נשמת
Nechama (Nancy) Gaerman a”h

נעכא לאה בת משה ע”ה
On her second yarhzeit, 12 Sivan

She loved learning Torah
and supporting Torah learning 

Forever in our hearts
May we be zoche  

to follow in her footsteps

Families Bokow,  
Gaerman and Harel
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have on the family structure, as proud fathers 
hang up their certificates in their homes and 
show their children how 
much Torah means to them. 
Today, approximately 300 
locations around the world 
are learning the exact same 
material every single week 
in five different languages 
(Hebrew, English, Spanish, 
Russian and French), with 
amazing rabbis teaching that 
material to over 6, 000 baale-
batim across the Jewish world.

I got to watch Max and 
Shmuel receive one teudah, 
then another, then 
another. And then, 
two  days  be for e 
Shavuot this year, as 
we were all preparing 
for kabbalat haTorah, 
I got to see something 
truly incredible. Rav 
Hershel Schachter 
shlita and Rav Shlo-
mo Amar shlita sat 
on the dais and called 
up twenty-nine baale-
batim in a room of 
over a thousand peo-
ple. These thousand 
attendees were the 
Israeli participants 
and their families, 
representing the 6, 000 
participants world-
wide, all gathering to 
celebrate this incredible moment of receiv-
ing Semichat Chaver. But these twenty-nine 
were called up to receive a certificate that has 

been all but lost from the Jewish people for 
decades, the title of Chaver.

The title Chaver goes back 
a long way. David HaMel-
ech says of himself in Tehil-
lim (119:63), “I am a friend 
(Chaver) to all who fear You.” 
The Rambam defines a chaver 
as one who is knowledgeable 
in Torah. The Maharil writes 
that a chaver is not only some-
one who works for his par-
nasah but who dedicates real 
time to Torah. And the Chat-
am Sofer encouraged people 
to earn this title as a way to 

motivate continuous 
growth in learning. 
Seeing Rav Hershel 
Schachter, Rav Shlo-
mo Amar, and Rav 
Avigdor Nebenzahl 
shlita, three giants of 
our generation, sign 
these certificates, 
reviving a title that 
means these men 
will now be called to 
the Torah not just as 
Ploni ben Ploni but 
as HaChaver Ploni 
ben Ploni, was deeply 
moving. It demon-
strates how they are 
investing their lives, 
their time, and their 
families in growing in 
Torah.

It is with tremendous admiration that I look 
at the spouses of these participants. Tammi 
and Shelley, and the spouses of the other 6, 
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000-plus participants, give their husbands the 
time, an evening a week, give them the quiet 
space in the house to review, and encourage 
them to bring the halachot they learned to the 
Shabbos table and discuss how to deal with 
different halachic questions together as a fam-
ily. The certificate was given to these individ-
ual men, but the true recognition should go to 
the families that stood behind them.

It was an incredible evening. Avraham 
Fried sang. Families came with tremendous 
pride. There was a dinner reception before-
hand. And the theme of the evening was 
“Chaverim Kol Yisrael.” I looked at the flyer 
and saw a soldier standing with a sefer, a 
chassid standing with a sefer, and a simple 
Jew, a baal habayit, standing with a sefer. All 
of them are looking at the same Torah, all 
saying that this Torah connects us all. One is 
thinking about the eruv in his neighborhood, 
one about the eruv in his yeshiva, and one 
about the eruv on his army base. They are the 
same halachot that guide us no matter where 
we are when Shabbos comes.

The fact that we, as one nation, are able, 
baruch Hashem, to connect through Torah; 
people I might agree with hashkafically or 
might not, makes no difference. When it 
comes to Torah, we are all able to sit around 
the same table, the same shiur, and learn 
together, no matter what language we speak. 
I cannot recommend enough how much I 
encourage each and every one of us to find 

the closest Semichat Chaver shiur and start 
dedicating an evening or a morning a week 
to learning halacha. It is done in a fun, uplift-
ing, dynamic way, and it truly changes lives, 
changes families, changes the chinuch of chil-
dren. And b’ezrat Hashem, we will continue 
showing HaKadosh Baruch Hu how much 
we are one nation. With all the politics and 
arguments, HaKadosh Baruch Hu can look 
and say, chaverim kol Yisrael. We are all able 
to sit in one room together, celebrate the 
achievements of Torah, and b’ezrat Hashem, 
no matter where we are in the world, no mat-
ter what language we speak, continue learn-
ing His Torah and growing our families in the 
beautiful Jewish way, toward the building of 
the Beit HaMikdash bimhera b’yameinu.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learned  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits  
be in loving memory of and לע”נ

David Sova z”l    
and Rachel Sova a’h

 דוד בן יצחק ז”ל
 רחל בת ליון ע”ה

on their Yahrzeits
ט’ סיון & ט”ו סיון

respectively
Dearly missed  

and always in the thoughts  
of their children, grandchildren

and great-grandchildren 

&

Shabbat afternoon 
Parshat HaShavua Shiur 

Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres 
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak 

Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

BEHA’ALOTCHA
Parshat Beha’alotcha is one of the richest of 

the parshiot of the Torah. In it the prepara-
tion to march to the Land is completed; off we 
go, the march begins. It is the pivot from the 
sublime to the practical, from the ideal to the 
real, from theory to practice. It has more com-
plaints than any other parsha – and all packed 
into the last 2 aliyas. There is complaining, dis-
appointment, pettiness, disputes, frustrations. 
It is communal life in Technicolor. 

And that is its profundity. You see, if we 
were to stop the Torah here, we would imag-
ine Jewish life to be a fairytale: G-d promised 
the Land, sweeps us out of slavery, gives us 
the Torah, wants to dwell in our midst, creates 
a place of rendezvous of man and G-d, gives 
us days to meet with Him, and instructs us in 
choreographed detail how to march in life 
with Him. Beautiful. 

Then we would look at our lives – disagree-
ments, divided, distant, chaotic – where is 
He, where is the order, the choreography, 
the Mikdash? We could feel that the Torah is 

untethered to reality, a fairytale, of living with 
G-d in a way we are unfamiliar. That it does 
not address real life.

But then there is Beha’alotcha and the rest 
of Bamidbar. As if G-d says: I have shown you 
the ideal. And I know full well your complex-
ities. I expect some of you to be dissatisfied, 
bored, jealous, resentful. Skeptical, cautious, 
weak. Man is complicated. I, G-d says, know 
that perfectly well: I made you that way. 

Your job as a people is to figure out a way to 
live reaching for the ideal while living all the 
complexity that man is: all the differences, the 
divisions, the struggles, the talents, the weak-
nesses and the aspirations. 

Beha’alotcha assures us that the ideal is to 
aspire to, while the real is to manage. 

1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 8:1-14)
Aharon is instructed to light the 

Menorah. The instructions con-
cerning how the Leviim are to be purified and 
inaugurated through immersion and offerings 
are given. In so doing the Leviim are to be sep-
arated to be Mine.

These are the last verses of communal, 
national preparation to march to the Land. 
The leviim are to serve the kohanim.

2ND ALIYA (8:15-26)
The leviim are to replace the first-

born who are Mine after the plague 
of the first-born. The leviim are to assist the 
kohanim in maintaining the sanctity of the 
Mikdash. They are inaugurated and purified. 
They are to serve from ages 25-50, but not to 
do the offerings.

Just as for the kohanim and for the leaders, 
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the ceremony of inauguration impresses on 
the Leviim that their special status is not mere 
privilege; it is service of the people, and ser-
vice of G-d. A sense of entitlement or of priv-
ilege is the poison of communal leadership; a 
sense of service, its elixir.

3RD ALIYA (9:1-14)
Moshe instructs the people to 

do the Pesach in the first month 
of the second year. They do so, though some 
are unable due to their Tuma impurity. They 
query Moshe as to why they should be denied 
bringing the Pesach due to contact with the 
dead. Moshe defers to what G-d will tell him. 
He is instructed: all who are unable to do the 
Pesach in its proper time, due to Tuma or 
being distant from the Mikdash, may do it in 
the second month.

The chronology in the book of Bamidbar 
isn’t smooth. We are in the second year since 
the Exodus. The book began on the 1st day 
of month 2. This story here of Pesach is the 
14th of month 1. The leader’s offerings in last 
week’s parsha were the first days of month 1. 

Moving around the events is deliberate. 
We want to begin the book with order and 
preparation of the leaders for the march to 
the Land. And now we want to move to a story 
of the Pesach where the leader, Moshe no less, 
is stumped. 

The story of the offerings of the leaders was 
a wonderful display of what leadership need 
be; leaders are servants of G-d, not self-serv-
ing. So too the bringing of the Pesach. We are 
all, all of us, servants of G-d, not self-serving. 

But the inquiry to Moshe from those who 
are impure stumps him and is dramatic fore-
shadowing. Even though everything has fall-
en into place perfectly – the camp is set, the 
Mishkan in the middle, the leaders altruistic, 
the people dedicated – but get ready. 

Because life does not always go as expect-
ed; in fact, rarely does it go as expected. Be 
prepared for the unexpected. Because things 
unexpected are, well, to be expected. All 
the planning in the world cannot avoid the 
expected unexpected of life. Even the holiest, 
most self-effacing leader will not have all the 
answers all the time. He’ll get stumped once 
in a while. 

And that is a powerful lesson to all leaders; 
infallibility is fallacy. And certainty too. Be 
prepared for uncertainty, like how to accom-
modate the impure and their Pesach. Expect 
that things are going to happen that you just 
didn’t expect. And you won’t have all the 
answers.

4TH ALIYA (9:15-10:10)
The cloud descended on the 

Mishkan by day; by night it 
appeared as a fire. When it lifted, the people 
traveled; where it settled, the people settled. 
It could remain in place for a long time or just 
overnight, or a few days or a month. The peo-
ple encamped and traveled by Divine signal. 
Moshe was instructed to make 2 silver trum-
pets. When both were sounded, the people 
were to gather; when just 1, the leaders would 
gather. A teruah would signal to travel; tekia, 
to gather. In wartime, sound a teruah; on holi-
days and joyful occasions, sound a tekiah.

This aliya poetically describes Jewish trav-
el: guided by the Divine, while called by the 
trumpets. It is the Divine-human partnership. 
He calls; we call (through the trumpets). So, 
while guided by G-d, it is we who manage 
the people. And that foreshadows all that 
is to come; the messy business of managing 
people. 

5TH ALIYA (10:11-34)
On the 20th of the 2nd month 

the cloud lifted; the people traveled 
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The first complaint comes fast; and we aren’t 
even told what they are complaining about. 
Because life will never be satisfying to every-
one. The second complaint, the complaint for 
meat, is the dissatisfaction of the Manna. It is 
boredom. We want the spice of life; pleasure, 
color and variety. Of course, their desire for 
the good life in Egypt is an obvious distortion 
of reality: is the grass of Egypt really greener, 
was Egypt truly so pleasant? G-d will provide 
the meat. 

And Moshe himself complains; I am not cut 
out for cuddling them like infants. Moshe is 
told that his prophecy will spill over to the 
70 elders. But even that goes awry, as Eldad 
and Medad want to bask in the radiance of 
that prophecy. 

Perhaps the clumping of these complaints 
together is to convey that dissatisfaction will 
come in all shapes and sizes. All of human 
history is the story of struggles. Human 
greatness inheres in how to manage the 
struggles; quash them with tyranny and vio-
lence, denigrate the protagonist, or manage 
them with ethics, trying to preserve human 
dignity.

7TH ALIYA (11:30-12:16)
A wind brought quail, covering 

the earth. The place was called 
Kivrot Hataava. Miriam and Aharon spoke 
ill of Moshe’s wife; Moshe was the humblest 
of all people. G-d spoke to Moshe, Aharon 
and Miriam, calling to Aharon and Miriam. I 
speak to you in dreams: not so to Moshe. He, 
I speak face to face. Miriam became leprous. 
Moshe prayed for her healing. 

The complaints continue, this time from an 
unexpected source; Aharon and Miriam. This 
challenge is brief but powerful. 

The challenges, conflicts, and disagree-
ments that arise in life are not to be seen 

from the desert of Sinai to the desert of Paran. 
The camp traveled just as had been instructed; 
each tribe in its designated position. Moshe 
asked his father-in-law Chovev (Yitro) to 
travel with them, for his insight would be 
valuable. He demurred, returning to his land. 
They traveled for 3 days.

The march to the Land of Israel begins. 
And juxtaposed is a dialogue between Moshe 
and his father-in-law Yitro. Moshe knows 
his own strengths and weaknesses. Moshe 
knows how to communicate with G-d; it’s 
dealing with the people that he needs help 
with. And Yitro came to his aid way back in 
designing a court system.

Yitro is the master in managing the people. 
Yitro is just what we need now. Moshe des-
perately wants Yitro’s guidance in managing 
the inevitable, the expected unexpected. 
Moshe knows the challenges of life that await 
him, urging Yitro to be his advisor. 

6TH ALIYA (10:35-11:29)
Moshe would pray upon travel: 

G-d, disperse Your enemies. And 
upon rest: Return the myriads. The people 
complained, angering both G-d and Moshe, a 
fire burning on the camp’s edge. They called 
to Moshe, Moshe prayed and the fire abated. 
A group amongst them cried for meat, recall-
ing the fish and produce they ate freely of in 
Egypt: We are parched with just this Manna. 
G-d and Moshe were angry. Moshe com-
plained: am I to hold them like a baby? Where 
am I to find meat to feed them all? I cannot 
bear them alone. G-d responded: gather 70 
elders. I will give them some of your spirit and 
they will assist you. And I will provide meat. 
G-d’s spirit flowed to the 70 elders; Eldad and 
Medad continued to prophecy. 

Here begins the rest of the book of Bam-
idbar: 3 challenges or failures in one aliya. 
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STATS
36th of the 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in 
Bamidbar.
Written on 240 lines, ranks 10.
16 Parshiyot; 11 open, 5 closed.
One of the parshiyot (a Stuma) is sep-
arated from the parshiyot before and 
after it by more than blank space (as 
is usual) - namely, backwards NUNs. 
Consequently, it is the "loneliest", most 
isolated of all parshiyot in the Torah.
136 pesukim, ranks 11th, 4th in Bamidbar.
1840 words, ranks 12th, 3rd in Bamidbar.
7055 letters, ranks 12th, 4th in Bamidbar.

MITZVOT
5 mitzvot; 3 positives, 2 prohibitions. 
To illustrate the "lopsided" distribution 
of mitzvot in the Torah, Beha’alotcha 
has more mitzvot than 28 other sedras, 
and fewer mitzvot than 25 sedras. Only 
5 mitzvot and it's in the top half.

as pettiness and weakness alone. Even the 
greatest of the great of our people can have 
disagreements with our leaders. That is a 
crucial perspective on all the challenges to 
come; human beings will never be free of 
disagreement or challenge. It is not just lust-
ing for meat. It is even the holiest of the holy 
who legitimately, but here incorrectly, ques-
tion our most holy of leaders.

HAFTORAH: ZECHARIAH 2:14 - 4:7

The highlight of the haftorah describes the 
beautiful golden Menorah in the Beit Hamik-
dash. This parallels the Menorah mentioned 
at the opening of the parsha, which was lit 
daily by Aharon, the Kohen Gadol.

The vision comes to Zechariah prior to the 
building of the second Beit Hamikdash. We 
are able to get a sense from the wording in 
this passage of the great joy that will prevail 
with God’s presence returning to Jerusalem.

The Almighty also speaks of the great 
reward that will be given to Yehoshua, the 
first Kohen Gadol to serve in the second Beit 
Hamikdash, if he and his descendants follow 
the directives of the Torah. The ultimate 
reward is, “Behold! I will bring My servant, 
the Shoot, ” an allusion to Mashiach, the 
Shoot of David.

The prophet then describes the actual 
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seven-branched Menorah that he is able to 
discern in a prophecy. Its deeper meaning 
is to be understood in the following way: 
“Not by military force and not by physical 
strength, but by My Spirit…” The light of the 
Menorah represents the power of the Mashi-
ach to fulfill his task and bring goodness and 
light to the world. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

ויהי בנסוע הארן ויאמר משה )י:לה(

“And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moshe said…" (10:35)
Why is there an inverted letter “nun” before and after this Pasuk?
Rashi explains that G-d made these signs (inverted “nuns”) to inform us that this text 
is not in its proper place. (Talmud Shabbat 115b) It is here to make an interruption 
between one evil story and another one.
The Tiferet Yonatan (Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschutz 1690-1764) explains that the message 
of the inverted “nun” is to realize that any momentary fall of the pride of the Jewish 
nation will not be permanent. 
The letter “nun” usually represents defeat and failure of the people of Israel. The let-
ter “nun” begins the Pasuk “Naflah” –”The maiden Yisrael is fallen, she shall not rise 
anymore. That is why in the Psalm of Ashrei, (145) King David omits the verse that 
begins with the letter “nun”. (Brachot 5b)
By being written in the inverted fashion, the message is to never lose hope. We 
should seek out and appreciate the moments of triumph to carry us over until the 
coming of the full redemption to the Jewish people.  		    - Shabbat Shalom
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

“A Second 
Chance”

I was in a total fog during my first year in 
high school. I am convinced that my experi-
ence then was not unique. I entered a strange 
school, much larger than the one I had attend-
ed previously, and was not given the benefit 
of any orientation to the new environment. I 
did not know what to expect, and I was not 
informed about what was expected of me.

I struggled academically and socially. But I 
knew one thing, and that was that I liked to 
write, and I sought to learn how to do so.

Toward the end of the year, I learned 
that there was a special track in the English 
department for those who were interested in 
writing. The track was called “Journalism for 
Sophomores” and was open to those who did 
well in their freshman English courses. But, as 
I said, I was in a fog that freshman year and 
was merely passing freshman English.

Nevertheless, I applied for entry into the 
journalism class. I was turned down. But I 
persisted and made it my business to arrange 
for an interview with Mr. Joe Brown, the 
instructor for the journalism class, and also 
the advisor for the student newspaper.

I will never forget Mr. Brown, because he 
was impressed by my perseverance and gave 
me a second chance explaining that many 
freshmen often become overwhelmed by 
the novelty of their new environment and 

don’t always excel to their full potential. He 
would allow me into the elite journalism class 
with the condition that I would prove myself 
by doing extra essays, and doing them well, 
during the first six weeks of the semester.

I fulfilled his conditions and spent not one, 
but three years in the special journalism section 
under his tutelage. I enjoyed it, learned a great 
deal, became one of the editors of the prize-win-
ning student newspaper, and was elected edi-
tor-in-chief of the senior yearbook. To this day, 
every time I put a pencil to paper or fingers to a 
computer keyboard, I think of Joe Brown.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Beha’alotecha, we read of a group of people 
who, like me, were unable to fulfill their 
responsibilities the first time around. In their 
case, it was the mitzvah of bringing the Pass-
over offering on the 14th day of the month 
of Nisan, which they failed to do. For them, 
it was not the strangeness of a new school 
that prevented them from doing the mitzvah 
properly. Rather it was because “...they were 
unclean, having come into contact with a dead 
body, so that they could not keep the Passover 
on that day.” (Numbers 9:6)

They could easily have taken the approach 
of shrugging their shoulders and saying 
something like, “We tried our best, but cir-
cumstances were such that we were unable 
to perform the Passover sacrifice. We have a 
good excuse, so let’s move on.”

But that was not their reaction. Instead, “...
they came before Moses and before Aaron 
on that day.” They wanted, nay demanded, a 
second chance.
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“Unclean though we are by reason of a 
corpse, why must we be debarred from pre-
senting the Lord’s offering at its set time with 
the rest of the Israelites?” (Numbers 9:7) They 
persisted and insisted upon having the same 
benefits of the rest of the people, those who 
did not suffer the set of circumstances that 
denied this particular group of men this type 
of privilege.

Most fascinating is the fact that Moses did 
not know what to tell them. As far as I can 
tell, this is the first time in the Bible, and 
quite possibly the first time in the history of 
the human race, that a group of people asked 
for a second chance. Moses was unaware of 
a precedent for the privilege that this group 
was requesting.

So Moses, having the kind of access that 
none of us has today to the Divine, said to 
them, “Stand by, and let me hear what instruc-
tions the Lord gives about you.” (Numbers 9:8)

The Lord gave them a second chance. He 
told Moses that forevermore in the history 
of the Jewish people, when individuals are 
faced with circumstances that prevent them 
from bringing the Passover offering in its 
proper time, “they shall offer it in the second 
month...” God, in His infinite mercy, gave a 
second chance, a kind of a do-over session, 
to a group of people who could have easily 
given up, but who did not want to be left out 
and therefore persevered in their search for a 
spiritual privilege.

There is so much to be learned from this sto-
ry. Although we cannot play God, we can cer-
tainly emulate Him and give others a second 
chance. We need not strictly enforce all of our 
rules but can recognize that there are circum-
stances in the lives of men that prevent them 
from doing the right thing the first time around 
and who, therefore, require a little “slack.”

But the great lesson for me in the story is 
the value of perseverance, of not taking no 
for an answer but continuing to knock upon 
the doors of opportunity. These men who 
were “unclean because of their contact with 
a corpse” are among the heroes (in their case, 
unnamed heroes) of the entire biblical narra-
tive. Had they not persevered, we would never 
have learned of the Almighty’s provision of a 
Pesach Sheni, an opportunity to compensate for 
the excusable failure to do it right the first time.

So I learned much from Mr. Joseph Brown 
about how an empathic teacher can bring out 
the best in a confused youngster. But I also 
learned, very early in my own life, about the 
value of persistence.
‘Tis a lesson you should heed,
Try, try again.
If at first you don’t succeed,
Try, try again.

I am tempted at this point to hold a contest 
and offer a prize to the reader who can iden-
tify the source of that famous quote. But I will 
forego that temptation and tell you that it was 
first published in A Teacher’s Manual, by early 
19th century educator Thomas H. Palmer.

Or in the words of another relative 
unknown, William Ward:
Four steps to achievement:
plan purposefully, prepare prayerfully,
proceed positively, pursue persistently.

Or, finally, in the words of the famous 
Goethe:
In the realm of ideas everything depends on 
enthusiasm;
in the real world, all rests on perseverance. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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Covenant & Conversation
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Moses’ 
Challenge

It was the worst crisis in Moses’ life. Incited 
by the ‘mixed multitude’, the Israelites com-
plain about the food:

‘If only we had meat to eat. We remember 
the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost - also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 
But now we have lost our appetite; we never 
see anything but this manna.’ (Num. 11:4-6)

It was an appalling show of ingratitude, but 
not the first time the Israelites had behaved 
this way. Three earlier episodes are recorded 
in the book of Exodus (chapters 15-17) imme-
diately after the crossing of the Red Sea. First 
at Marah they complained that the water was 

bitter. Then, in more aggressive terms, they 
protested at the lack of food (‘If only we had 
died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we 
sat round pots of meat and ate all the food 
we wanted, but you have brought us out into 
this desert to starve this entire assembly to 
death’). Later, at Refidim, they grumbled at 
the absence of water, prompting Moses to say 
to God, ‘What am I to do with these people? 
They are almost ready to stone me!’

The episode in this week’s Torah portion - at 
the place that became known as Kivrot Hata-
avah - was not, then, the first such challenge 
Moses had faced, but the fourth. Yet Moses’ 
reaction this time is nothing less than com-
plete despair:

‘Why have You treated Your servant so 
badly?’ asked Moshe of the Lord. ‘Why have I 
found so little favour in Your sight that You lay 
all the burden of this people upon me? Was it 
I who conceived all this people? Was it I who 
gave birth to them all, that You should say to 
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse-
maid carries a baby, ’ to the land that You 
swore to their fathers? Where am I to get meat 
to give all this people when they come wailing 
to me, “Give us meat to eat”? I cannot bear all 
this people alone; the burden is too heavy for 
me. If this is how You treat me, kill me now, if 
I find any favour in Your sight, and let me not 
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see my own misery.’ (Num. 11:11-15)
It is an extraordinary outburst. Moses prays 

to die. He is not the last prophet of Israel to do 
so. Elijah, Jeremiah and Jonah did likewise - 
making us realise that even the greatest can 
have their moments of despair. Yet the case of 
Moses is particularly puzzling. He had faced, 
and overcome, such difficulties before. Each 
time, God had answered the people’s requests. 
He had sent water, and manna, and quails. 
Moses knew this. Why then did the fourth 
outburst of the people (‘If only we had meat 
to eat’) induce in this, the strongest of men, 
what seems nothing less than a complete 
breakdown?

Equally strange is God’s reaction:
‘Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders, 

whom you know to be the people’s elders 
and officers, and bring them to the Tent of 
Meeting. Let them stand there with you. I will 
come down and speak with you there, and I 
will take some of the spirit that is on you and 
place it upon them; they will share the burden 
of the people with you, and you will not have 
to bear it alone. (Num. 11:16-17)

To be sure, this is a response to Moses’ 
complaint, ‘I cannot carry all these people by 
myself.’ Yet both complaint and response are 
puzzling. In what way would the appointment 
of elders address the internal crisis Moses 
was undergoing? Did he need them to help 
him find meat? Clearly not. Either it would 
appear by a miracle or it would not appear at 
all. Did he need them to share the burdens of 
leadership? The answer is again, No. Already, 
not long before, on the advice of his father-in-
law Yitro, he had created an infrastructure of 
delegation. Yitro had said this:

‘What you are doing is not good. You will be 
worn away, and this people along with you. 
It is too heavy a burden for you. You cannot 
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carry it alone. Now listen to me, let me advise 
you; and may God be with you. You speak for 
the people before God, and bring their con-
cerns to Him. And you must acquaint them 
with His precepts and laws, and make known 
to them the path they are to walk and the way 
they must act. You, as well, must seek out 
among the people capable men – God-fearing, 
trustworthy men, who despise corruption; 
and appoint them over the people as leaders 
of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.’ (Ex. 
18:18-21)

Moses acted on the suggestion. He therefore 
already had assistants, deputies, a leadership 
team. In what way would this new appoint-
ment of seventy elders make a difference?

Besides which, why the emphasis in God’s 
reply on spirit: ‘I will take of the spirit that is 
on you and put the spirit on them’? In what 
way did the elders need to become prophets 

in order to help Moses? Being a prophet does 
not help someone in carrying out administra-
tive or other burdens of leadership. It helps 
only in knowing what guidance to give the 
people - and for this, one prophet, Moses, is 
sufficient. To put it more precisely, either the 
seventy elders would deliver the same mes-
sage as Moses or they would not. If they did, 
they would be superfluous. If they did not, 
they would undermine his authority (pre-
cisely what Joshua feared in Num. 11:28.) 

Aware of the multiple difficulties in the text, 
Ramban offers the following interpretation: 

Moses thought that if they had many lead-
ers, they would appease their wrath by speak-
ing to their hearts when the people started 
complaining. Or it is possible that when the 
elders prophesied, and the spirit was on them, 
the people would know that the elders were 
established as prophets and would not all 
gather against Moses but would ask for their 
desires from them as well.

Both suggestions are insightful, but neither 
is without difficulty. The first - that the elders 
would become peacemakers among the peo-
ple - did not call for a new leadership cadre. 
Moses already had the heads of thousands, 
hundreds, fifties and tens. The second - that 
their presence would diffuse the people’s 
anger by giving them many people, not one, 
to complain to - is equally hard to understand. 
We recall that when the people had one other 
person to turn to with their concerns (Aar-
on), this led to the making of the Golden Calf. 
Why did God not ‘take of the spirit’ that was 
on Moses and place it on Aaron at that time? 
It would have prevented the single greatest 
catastrophe in the wilderness years? Besides 
which, we do not find that the seventy elders 
actually did anything at Kivrot Hataavah. The 
text even says, “When the spirit rested on 
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them, they prophesied, but they did not do so 
again.”1 How then did this once-and-never-to-
be-repeated flow of the prophetic spirit make 
a difference? The more we reflect on the pas-
sage, the more the difficulties multiply.

Yet something happened. Moses’ despair 
disappeared. His attitude was transformed. 
Immediately thereafter, it is as if a new 
Moses stands before us, untroubled by even 
the most serious challenges to his leader-
ship. When two of the elders, Eldad and 
Medad, prophesy not in the Tent of Meeting 
but in the camp, Joshua senses a threat to 
Moses’ authority and says, ‘Moses, my lord, 
stop them!’ Moses replies, with surpassing 
generosity of spirit, ‘Are you jealous for my 
sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets and that the Lord would put his 
spirit on them.’ In the next chapter, when 
his own brother and sister, Aaron and Mir-
iam, start complaining about him, he does 
nothing: ‘Now Moses was a very humble 
man, more humble than anyone else on 
the face of the earth.’ Indeed, when God 
became angry at Miriam, Moses prayed on 
her behalf. The despair has gone. The crisis 
has passed. These two challenges were far 
more serious than the request of the people 
for meat, yet Moses meets them with confi-
dence and equanimity. Something has taken 
place between him and God and he has been 
transformed. What was it?

To understand the sequence of events we 
must first place them in their historical con-
text. Rabbi Moshe Lichtenstein, in his insight-
ful book on Moses’ leadership, Tzir veTzon 
(Alon Shvut, 5762) notes that there is a marked 
change of tone between the book of Exodus 
and the book of Numbers. The complaints do 

1. This is the plain sense of Num. 11:25 
according to most commentators, though the 
Targum reads it differently.
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not change, but God’s and Moses’ responses 
do. In Exodus, God does not get angry with the 
people, or if He does, Moses’ prayers are able to 
turn away wrath. In Numbers, the response - 
sometimes God’s, sometimes Moses - are more 
unforgiving. What has changed?

R. Lichtenstein - correctly in my view - sug-
gests that the early volatility of the people is 
forgivable. To be sure, they should have had 
faith in God, but they had never been faced 
with the Red Sea, or the desert, or lack of food 
and water before. Their greatest offence - 
making the Golden Calf - leads to a long pause 
in the narrative, essentially from Exodus 
chapter 25 to Numbers chapter 11. During 
this period, in response to Moses’ prayer for 
forgiveness, God instructs the people to build 
a Tabernacle which will ensure His constant 
presence among them.

Much of the second half of Exodus, the 
entire book of Leviticus, and the first ten chap-
ters of Numbers are dedicated to the details 
of the Sanctuary, the service that was to take 
place there, and the reconstitution of Israel as 
a holy nation camped, tribe by tribe, around 
it. The whole of this sequence of 53 chapters, 
all of which is set in the desert at Sinai, is a 
kind of meta-historical moment, a break in 
the journey of the Israelites from place to 
place. Time and space stand still. Between 
the twin events of the Giving of the Torah and 
the construction of the Tabernacle, the Isra-
elites are turned from an undisciplined mass 
of fugitive slaves into a nation whose consti-
tution is the Torah, whose sovereign is God 
alone, and at whose centre (physically and 
metaphysically) is the Sanctuary (the Mish-
kan), the visible sign of God’s Presence. The 
Israelites are no longer what they were before 
they came to Sinai. They are now “a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.”

Hence Moses’ despair when they grumbled 
about the food. They had done so before. But 
they were different before. They had not yet 
gone through the transformative experiences 
that shaped them as a nation. What caused 
Moses’ spirit to break was the fact that, no 
sooner had they left the Sinai desert to begin 
the journey again, they reverted to their old 
habits of complaint as if nothing had changed. 
If the revelation at Sinai, the experience 
of Divine anger at the Golden Calf, and the 
long labour of building the Tabernacle had 
not changed them, what would or could? 
Moses’ despair is all too intelligible. For the 
first time since his mission began, he could 
see defeat staring him in the face. Nothing - 
or so it seemed - not miracles, deliverances, 
revelations, or creative labour, could change 
this people from a nation that focused on 
food into one that grasped the significance of 
the unique ethical-spiritual destiny to which 
they had been called. Perhaps God, from the 
perspective of eternity, could see some ray of 
hope in the future. Moses, as a human being, 
could not. ‘I would rather die, he utters, ‘than 
spend the rest of my life labouring in vain.’

We now reach the point of speculation. I 
may be wrong (and the Netziv puts it another 
way in his introduction to Haamek Davar, sec-
tion 5) but I interpret the sequence of events 
as follows:

There can come a time in the life of any 
truly transformative leader when the sun of 
hope is eclipsed by the clouds of doubt - not 
about God, but about people, above all about 
oneself. Am I really making a difference? Am 
I deceiving myself when I think I can change 
the world? I have tried, I have given the very 
best of my energies and inspiration, yet noth-
ing seems to alter the depressing reality of 
human frailty and lack of vision. I have given 
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the people the word of God Himself, yet they 
still complain, still they think only about the 
discomforts of today, not the vast possibilities 
of tomorrow. Such despair (lehavdil, Winston 
Churchill, who suffered from it, called it the 
‘black dog’) can occur to the very greatest (to 
repeat, not only Moses but also Elijah, Jeremi-
ah, and Jonah prayed to die). Moses was the 
very greatest. Therefore God gave him the 
greatest gift of all - one that no one else has 
ever been given.

God let Moses see the influence he had on 
others. For a brief moment God took ‘the 
spirit that is on you and put it on them’ so 
that Moses could see the difference he had 
made to one group, the seventy elders. Moses 
needed nothing more. He did not need their 
help. He did not need them to continue to 
prophesy. All he needed was a transparent 
glimpse of how his spirit had communicated 
itself to them. Then he knew he had made a 
difference. Little could he have known that 
he - who encountered almost nothing from 
the Israelites in his lifetime but complaints, 
challenges, and rebellions - would have so 
decisive an influence that the people of Israel 
3, 300 years later would still be studying and 
living by the words he transmitted; that he 
had helped forge an identity that would prove 
more tenacious than any other in the history 
of humankind; that in the full perspective of 
hindsight he would prove to have been the 
greatest leader that ever lived. He did not 
know these things; he did not need to know 
these things. All he needed was to see that 
seventy elders had internalised his spirit and 
made his message their own. Then he knew 
that his life was not in vain. He had disciples. 
His vision was not his alone. He had planted 
it in others. Others, too, would continue his 
work after his lifetime. That was enough for 

him, as it must be for us. Once Moses knew 
this, he could face any challenge with equa-
nimity (except, many years later, at Kadesh, 
but that is another story).

Understood thus, there is a message in 
Moses’ crisis for all of us (that, surely, is why it 
is recounted in the Torah). I remember when 
my late father z”l died and we - my mother 
and brothers - were sitting shiva. Time and 
again people would come and tell us of kind-
nesses he had done for them, in some cases 
more than 50 years before. I have since dis-
covered that many people who have sat shiva 
have had similar experiences. How moving, 
I thought, and at the same time how sad, 
that my father z”l was not there to hear their 
words. What comfort it would have brought 
him to know that despite the many hard-
ships he faced, the good he did was not for-
gotten. And how tragic that we so often keep 
our sense of gratitude to ourselves, saying it 
aloud only when the person to whom we feel 
indebted has left this life, and we are comfort-
ing his or her mourners.

Perhaps that just is the human condition. 
We never really know how much we have 
given others - how much the kind word, the 
thoughtful deed, the comforting gesture, 
changes lives and is never forgotten. In this 
respect, if in no other, we are like Moses. He 
too was human; he had no privileged access 
into other people’s minds; without a miracle, 
he could not have known the influence he 
had on those closest to him. All the evidence 
seemed to suggest otherwise. The people, even 
after all God and he had done for them, were 
still ungrateful, querulous, quick to criticise 
and complain. But that was on the surface. 
For a moment God gave him a glimpse of 
what was beneath the surface. He showed 
him how Moses’ spirit had entered others 
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and lifted them, however briefly, to the level 
of prophetic vision.

God did this for no other person - not then, 
not now. But if it was enough for Moses, it 
is enough for us. The good we do lives after 
us. It is the greatest thing that does. We may 
leave a legacy of wealth, power, even fame, 
but these are questionable benefits and 
sometimes harm rather than help those we 
leave them to. What we leave to others is a 
trace of our influence for good. We may nev-
er see it, but it is there. That is the greatest 
blessing of leadership. It alone is the antidote 
to despair, the solid ground of hope. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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The authors offer a sourcebook on their topic 
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

the prophet Chaggai, who also reassured the 
people that Hashem would be pleased with 
the construction of the new Temple. Each navi, 
however, emphasized a different element nec-
essary for the project. Chaggai urged the nation 
to take practical steps and begin the construc-
tion while Zecharya focused upon the spiritual 
change that would be necessary to keep Hash-
em’s presence dwelling within Israel. 

The 15th century commentator, Don 
Yitzchak Abarbanel, differs with most of the 
parshanim and sees the vision of Zecharya 
as one that was not meant to describe the 
events that awaited the prophet’s generation 
but, rather, one that was describing the final 
redemption in the future. Indeed, he suggests, 
the prophet was telling the people that Hash-
em’s call for them to rejoice was based upon 
the fact that the final redemption would not 
be as the past ones for, once redeemed, Israel 
would never again be exiled (an understand-
able explanation from one who was exiled 
himself three separate times!). 

The Abarbanel remains consistent in his 
approach when, in the third pasuk of the 
haftarah, the navi states: “v’nachal Hashem 
et Yehuda chelko al admat hakodesh…”, a 
statement explained by most meforshim as 
meaning that Hashem will take Yehuda as His 
heritage. But Don Yitzchak Abarbanel explains 
this phrase as a promise, no, a guarantee for 
the future that “Hashem will grant Yehuda his 

This week’s haftarah is one that is quite famil-
iar to us as it is read twice each year-on Shabbat 
Chanuka as well as on this Shabbat, Parashat 
B’ha’alotecha. The common thread that con-
nects the two Shabbatot is the navi Zecharya’s 
vision of the menorah, the symbol of Chanukah 
and the opening parshia of B’ha’alotecha. 

Understanding the prophet’s call to the 
nation to rejoice over the impending return of 
Hashem’s shechina, divine presence, that will 
once again dwell in their midst, is a source of 
disagreement among the meforshim. Most 
see this as a prediction of the imminent con-
struction of Bayit Sheni, the Second Temple, 
and Hashem’s reassuring message that He 
supports their undertaking. Zecharya, a navi 
who prophesied during the early Second Tem-
ple era, encouraged the people to rebuild the 
destroyed Beit HaMikdash, focusing primarily 
on the need to retain a level of sanctity they had 
failed to keep during the First Temple. This mes-
sage was similar to that of his contemporary, 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

portion in His Holy Land…” It was this com-
mentary that moved me to write this article. 
The Abarbanel, a remarkable leader of the 
Jewish community in Spain, a man who chose 
to join his people into exile from in 1492 and 
wandered to Naples then to Messina and then 
to Corfu and from there to Monopoli and final-
ly to Venice, the exceptional Rav knew all too 
well what it means to be exiled. And he shared 
with us it means to be redeemed. Redemption 
for the Jews has come, he predicts, when Yehu-
da will once again be granted independence, a 
return to “his portion”, in the Holy Land. 

I imagine that Don Yitzchak Abarbanel 
looks down upon us today with a smile on 
his lips and a tear in his eyes. His peirush has 
been realized. His people have been given 
back their portion. Never to be exiled as he 
was, nor be forced to wander, as he did. 

The message of the menorah has been 
realized. It was not with an army or military 
strength that the holy people returned to their 
holy land. It was with the holy spirit that that 
dwelled within them, generation after gen-
eration, reminding them of the dream that 
Zecharya left with them. 

A dream that we in Israel live each and 
every day. 
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RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

Leadership: 
Power or 

Influence?
Toward the end of Parashat Beha’alotcha, 

the Torah describes a remarkable moment 
in the development of spiritual leadership 
within the Jewish people. Moshe Rabbeinu 
gathers seventy elders and the Divine spirit 
rests upon them. Included in this group are 
Eldad and Meidad who begin to prophesize 
in the camp. A young man runs to inform 
Moshe, and Yehoshua, Moshe’s devoted dis-
ciple, reacts with alarm. Fearing a challenge 
to Moshe’s unique authority, he urges: “My 
master Moshe, restrain them!”1

Moshe’s response, however, is astonishing. 
Rather than perceiving their prophecy as a 
threat, he answers with generous vision:

“Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all 
of Hashem’s people were prophets, that Hash-
em would place His spirit upon them!”2

Moshe dreams not of exclusivity but of 
expansion. In his ideal world, prophecy 
would not be the privilege of a few but 
the spiritual potential of all. Yet only a few 
parashiyot later, in Parashat Korach, a seem-
ingly similar claim provokes the opposite 
reaction. Korach confronts Moshe and Aaron 
with the declaration: “The entire congregation, 

1. Bamidbar 11:28
2. Bamidbar 11:29

all of them, are holy.”3 Here, Moshe does not 
welcome the sentiment. Instead, he recogniz-
es it as rebellion. The confrontation escalates 
dramatically, culminating in divine judgment 
when the earth opens and swallows the 
rebels.

The contrast is striking. When Eldad and 
Meidad prophesize, Moshe celebrates it. 
When Korach claims equality, Moshe opposes 
it forcefully. Why the difference?

POWER AND INFLUENCE
A profound explanation is offered by Rab-

bi Jonathan Sacks,4 who draws a distinction 
between power and influence.

At first glance, the two appear similar. The 
person with the most power often seems to 
have the most influence, while those with 
little authority appear to wield little impact. 
Yet Rabbi Sacks explains that the two operate 
according to entirely different principles.

POWER DIVIDES
Power is finite. If a leader holds the author-

ity to make every decision and then shares 
that authority with someone else, his own 
power diminishes. The more power is distrib-
uted, the less remains concentrated in any 
one individual. Power therefore functions as 
a zero-sum game: one person’s gain is anoth-
er’s loss.

Korach sought precisely this type of author-
ity. His challenge was not about spiritual 
inspiration; it was about who held the reins 
of leadership. By claiming that “the entire con-
gregation is holy” he was effectively claiming 

3. Bamidbar 16:3
4. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Lessons in Leadership 
p. 193-197
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MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

equality and demanding a share in Moshe’s 
governing authority. Moshe understood that 
such a demand threatened the structure nec-
essary for communal stability. Leadership 
based on power cannot be endlessly divided 
without collapsing into chaos.

INFLUENCE MULTIPLIES
Influence works in the opposite manner. 

When a teacher inspires students, and those 
students go on to inspire others, the teacher’s 
influence does not diminish, it expands. The 
more influence is shared, the greater its reach 
becomes. Influence therefore operates as a 
multiplication, not a division.

This is why Moshe rejoiced when Eldad and 
Meidad prophesized. Their prophecy did not 
compete with his leadership but extended 
it. The Divine spirit that rested upon Moshe 
was now radiating outward through others. 
What Yehoshua saw as a threat, Moshe saw 
as a triumph.

TWO MODELS OF LEADERSHIP
The Torah presents two fundamentally dif-

ferent models of leadership.
Korach represents leadership as power.
Leadership becomes a struggle over status, 

authority, and control. When power is the 
goal, leadership becomes competitive and 
confrontational.

Moshe represents leadership as influence.
Leadership becomes the ability to inspire 

others to grow, to think, to teach, and to ele-
vate those around them.

Judaism consistently expresses deep ambiv-
alence about leadership defined primarily by 
power. Kingship itself is surrounded by cau-
tion in the Torah. By contrast, the tradition 
places extraordinary emphasis on prophets, 
teachers, and sages. These figures’ authority 
rests not on coercion but on inspiration.

Indeed, throughout Jewish history the most 

enduring leaders have rarely been those with 
the greatest formal authority. Rather, they 
were those whose words, ideas, and spirit 
transformed others. Their leadership was 
measured not by the power they possessed, 
but by the influence they generated.

The Torah’s vision of leadership challenges 
us to reconsider what it means to make an 
impact in the world. Many people believe 
influence requires position, title, or authori-
ty. The Torah teaches the opposite. The most 
powerful force in Jewish life has never been 
political power but spiritual influence. True 
leadership is exemplified by the ability to 
illuminate minds, inspire hearts, and awaken 
greatness in others.

Every parent who shapes a child’s char-
acter, every teacher who ignites curiosity, 
every friend who strengthens another’s faith 
participates in the same sacred chain of influ-
ence that began with Moshe Rabbeinu. This 
type of influence, unlike power, has no limits. 
When we share wisdom, encouragement, and 
faith, we multiple rather than diminish. One 
inspired person inspires another, and the light 
continues to spread.

Moshe’s dream was not that a few should 
lead while others follow. His dream was that 
an entire nation should become a source 
of prophecy, inspiration, and moral vision. 
“Would that all of Hashem’s people were 
prophets.”5

That dream remains the calling of the Jew-
ish people. May we seek to build a communi-
ty not of competing power, but of expanding 
influence, where every individual becomes a 
source of light for others, and where the spir-
it of Torah flows outward, illuminating the 
world. 

5. Bamidbar 11:29
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Luxury villas in Katzrin 

YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY
IN THE GOLAN

Villas starting
from 2.85m NIS

New premium neighborhood designedNew premium neighborhood designed  
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

New premium neighborhood designed 
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community withWarm, welcoming Anglo community with

nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring HaifaPlanned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.

Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Most villas with private swimming pool.Most villas with private swimming pool.Most villas with private swimming pool.

+972-54-219-6594   daniel@harama.co.il

For more information contact Daniel Cohen



Ra'anana
Tues 2nd & Thurs 11th June

Modi'in & Hashmonaim
Wed 3rd & Fri 12th June

Beit Shemesh, RBS, 
Yad Binyamin
Thurs 4th & Tues 16th June

Jerusalem
Tues 9th & Wed 17th June

Efrat
Wed 10th & Thurs 18th June

Katzrin, Golan
Any time!!

Why Anglo buyers are choosingWhy Anglo buyers are choosing

Katzrin?Katzrin?

Why Anglo buyers are choosing
Katzrin?

““It’s the chance to have a high quality ofIt’s the chance to have a high quality of
living in the middle of natureliving in the middle of nature””
  — Rob, Katzrin— Rob, Katzrin

““Katzrin offers something truly unique:Katzrin offers something truly unique:

Golan beauty, a fantastic community and aGolan beauty, a fantastic community and a
super-chill way of life.super-chill way of life.””
  — Lucy, Katzrin— Lucy, Katzrin

““Katzrin is the perfect place in Israel toKatzrin is the perfect place in Israel to
raise a family. It has everything you needraise a family. It has everything you need
without any of the stress in the center,without any of the stress in the center,

where kids are free and life is focused onwhere kids are free and life is focused on
simple joyssimple joys.”.”
  — Cathy, Katzrin— Cathy, Katzrin

“It’s the chance to have a high quality of
living in the middle of nature”
 — Rob, Katzrin

“Katzrin offers something truly unique:
Golan beauty, a fantastic community and a
super-chill way of life.”
 — Lucy, Katzrin

“Katzrin is the perfect place in Israel to
raise a family. It has everything you need
without any of the stress in the center,
where kids are free and life is focused on
simple joys.”
 — Cathy, Katzrin

Book a private consultation and discover
HaRama - luxury villa living in Katzrin

OPEN DAYS

To book your one-to-one appointment, or for more information 
contact Daniel Cohen

+972-54-219-6594   daniel@harama.co.il
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Lofty Levels
As we read the parashah, it is striking to 

note the pace at which Am Yisrael descends 
from their exalted level of the Har Sinai 
experience, to crying out and expressing 
such a base desire for meat. How are we to 
understand this abrupt shift? As we explore 
the answer, we will discover a fundamental 
perspective in learning Chumash, as well as a 
key mindset for positive spiritual growth.

Rav Bloch zt”l in Shiurei Da’at shares a story 
that, although not found in a written source, 
is known to be of reliable origin. Rav Chaim 
Volozhiner zt”l was asked if he thought that 
had his rebbe, the Vilna Gaon, would have 
been an Amora had he lived in the times of 
the Amoraim. Rav Chaim responded, “Had the 
Gra lived a thousand more years he would not 
have even reached the heels of an Amora, per-
haps, he would have reached the level of the 
Ramban.” If the Gra, a spiritual Torah giant, 
would not have been on the level of an Amo-
ra, we cannot even comprehend the lofty level 

of the generation that stood at Har Sinai!
Rav Broide zt”l in Sam Derech remarks that 

Hashem treats the actions of biblical person-
alities as if with a magnifying glass, enlarging 
each behavior and thought to the highest 
proportions. Hashem holds righteous people 
to a higher standard and enacts consequenc-
es swiftly. Thus, chapter 11 begins, “Vayehi 
ha’am ke’mitonenim ra be’aznei Hashem - The 
nation was as complainers and it was evil in 
the ears of Hashem.” (Bamidbar 11:1) Rashi 
understands “the nation” as the wicked ones 
among the people. The Midrash in the Yal-
kut adds that these people did not even sin 
a complete sin; the verse tells us they were 
“like complainers”! Rav Broide explains that 
this group was only a small segment of the 
population, yet they were being judged by an 
exacting standard. 

Rav Yehudah Leib Chasman zt”l in Ohr 
Yahel addresses the continuation of the story, 
where we see not only the “nation” (i.e. the 
wicked among them) crying out to Hashem, 
but also Bnei Yisrael, who were considered 
the righteous ones among the people. Learn-
ing from the juxtaposition between the laws 
of the Sotah woman and the Nazirite, Chazal 
teach that one who sees a person in a degrad-
ed state, must enact precautions to prevent 
their own downfall. Even the most righteous 
person may experience a spiritual decline and 
can be drawn to the baser parts of this world. 

This section teaches us that if people who 
were on such an exalted level can cry out for 
mortal pleasures, we too must be careful to 
protect ourselves from unholy influences. 

Unique opportunity to buy/rent 
property in Neve Daniel

After years without a real  
estate market, K.Yabne Ltd  
offers unique and exclusive 

properties in the closest yishuv  
to Jerusalem in Gush Etzion. 
Contact Keren 0544 874 122
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FOR SALE! 
3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT 

                       
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.   
*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop 

daily program 
*30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim 
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish 

*Trips, excursions & weekly live 
musical performances 

*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in 
private Mamad room 

*Transportation ideal. Walking 
distance to buses & trains. 

*Apartment & Machsan registered in 
Tabu in your name 

*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur 
Mugan in Israel 

 
OWNER   MUST   SELL .   PRICE    NEGOTIABLE. 
To see apartment & ask questions, contact 

Shmuel - Otzma Nechasim 050-7971552 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!

 

SHELLY LANDAU PROPERTIES LTD 

& EVA AVIAD REALTY

 

bayitsheli@gmail.com
www.aviadrealty.com

052-385-9944 • 054-499-9043

Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

 Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.  DAVID KUSHNER 

 We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
 058-661-0728

בס”ד
OPTIONTO USEAMERICAN

IMPORTEDPAINT!

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS 

THE WALL
DOCTOR
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Our sedra this week, Parshat Behaalotcha, 
includes the instruction to fashion the chatzot-
zrot- two silver trumpets that should be used 
to assemble together the entire nation as they 
are sounded. The chatzotzrot are to be sound-
ed should we need to wage war, and for other 
occasions of significance that the entire nation 
must be alerted to and made aware of.

The verse tells us: Uvyom 
Simchatchem, UvMoadechem, 
Uvroshei Chodsheichem, Utkatem 
bachatzotzrot.... On the day of 
your joy, and on your festivals and 
at the beginning of each month 
you shall sound the trumpets....

Reb Dov Ber, the maggid of 
Mezeritch zy'a pondered why 
Moshe was instructed to craft 
chatzotzrot to gather the com-
munity, and not simply to sound a shofar? The 
Rebbe explained that Moshe Rabbeinu was half 
in this world where he was born, and half in the 
heavens like the malachim. The word Chatzot-
zrot- comprised of letters which make up the 
words chatzi tzurot, Moshe needed to chan-
nel both sides, both halves of his leadership 

capability to bring the community together. His 
humble relatable, human nature, and his spir-
itually ascendant capability. The chatzotzrot 
represent this synthesis of the kochot of Moshe 
Rabbeinu in bringing the kahal together.

Additionally, our commentators are puzzled 
by the apparent redundancy in the opening of 
our verse-the days of our joy, and our festivals 

and Rosh Chodesh. The Moadim, 
festivals are generally associat-
ed to be days of simcha, there is 
an actual mitzva of v'samachta 
b'chagecha- to rejoice on the fes-
tivals. So what is our verse refer-
ring to when it mentions uvyom 
simchatchem- the day of your joy?

There is a beautiful midrash in 
the Sifrei which suggests that uvy-
om simchatchem is referring to 

Shabbat- that even though there is no specific 
mitzva to rejoice on Shabbat, one certainly 
should feel happiness on Shabbat. 

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer Rebbe 
zy'a, further elaborates that uvyom sim-
chatchem is referring to Shabbat, because 
Shabbat represents the proverbial wedding 
day between Hashem and Am Yisrael. The 
joy we inherently feel on Shabbat, represents 
this idea of Shabbat as a day when Am Yisrael 
experiences and feels Hashem's imminent 
presence, a day where we experience the joy 
of feeling close to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

The Ibn Ezra offers a different take on our 
pasuk. The Ibn Ezra suggests that the words 
uvyom simchatchem- represent an instruction 
to sound the chatzotzrot upon those joyous 

Rav Shlomo Aviner
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occasions when the Jewish People have mer-
ited to return to Eretz Yisrael from a foreign 
land, or whenever the Jewish People have 
experienced salvation through overcoming an 
oppressive enemy ruler and to establish days 
of joy to give thanks and recall this miraculous 
salvation as in the days of Purim.

Rav Shlomo Aviner, shlita in his Sefer Tal 
Chermon, points to this Ibn Ezra to make the 
case that there is an absolute obligation to 
establish such commemorations, to gather as a 
community to express our Hakarat HaTov and 
acknowledge that experience of salvation. Rav 
Aviner, points to this Ibn Ezra, as a precedent 
for the establishment of both Yom HaAtzmaut 
and Yom Yerushalayim, two modern day com-
memorations of communal salvation .

As we are all very much aware, these past 
many months have been filled with many 
traumatic days of uncertainty, sadness and 
pain. Yehi Ratzon, may we soon experience 
once again, as a nation, moments of great joy 
and happiness, and may we soon merit to 
sound both the silver trumpets and the Great 
Shofar as we greet Mashiach Tzidkaynu.... 

Pnina:
052-622-3270
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Kosher villa by the sea in Netanya

• 9 bedroom, 22 beds • Heated pool 
• Walking distance to the beach
• beautiful views • Games room  

From 6000 nis per night
minimum two nights,
Midweek specials
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

CALL FOR DETAILS
STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1 (914)-351-1245

www.stephen-epstein.com

 Beautiful Ashkelon 
Sea View Apartment

Wake up and hear the waves!



Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

רפואה שלמה מהרה
לליעם יעקב ניסן בן אורה
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THE CHOIR SESSION 
MON. MAY 18TH

Dedicated by Judy Fridkis in memory of her 
father David Ben Yaakov Yosef Halevi z”l  

on his yahrzeit which was Bet Sivan
RABBI MANNING'S SHIUR  

WED. MAY 27TH

Dedicated in loving memory of  
our dear brother Alan Beer Hy'd,  

Avraham Chaim ben  
Yaakov Shmuel Zanvil hy”d,  
by Cooki and Howie Maisel

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR  
Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat  

Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”h
SHAVUOT NIGHT LEARNING  

FOR ATID BAKA  
Dedicated by Lea Freidman  

in memory of her mother,  
Fradel Baila bas Yehuda Eliezer a”h,  

and her sister  
Alte Mindel bas Moshe Dovid a”h

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN  
TUE. SHIUR 

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year by 
the Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families  

in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"l 
  מנחם מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה, ז"ל

צביה חיה בת אריה לב וחוה אידל, ז"ל

RABBI ADLER’S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year  

by the Frist family in memory of  
their beloved daughter and sister  

Elisheva Frist z”l - אלישבע סימא בת זלמן ז"ל

RABBI ASCHI DICK’S MODIIN SHIURIM 
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger  
in loving memory of their parents  
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and  
Herbert & Leonore Shulman,  

zichronam livracha
RABBI YOSSI GOLDIN'S SHIUR  
Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

THE WED. MORNING BEIT MIDRASH  
PROGRAM IN RECHAVIA 

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year  
l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”l  

and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,  
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”l  

and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”h, 
zichronam livracha, parents of  
Judy & Menachem Marcus 

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER'S  
WED. SHIUR 

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year  
לעילו נשמת

מרים בת אברהם ע''ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז''ל 

SHIRA SMILES’ SHIUR 
Dedicated for the year in memory of  
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”l  

by Robyn Pocker
RABBI TAUB'S WEEKLY  
THUR. PARSHA SHIUR 

Sponsored by  
The Jewish Legacy Foundation 
RABBI ARI KAHN'S SHIUR 

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year  
by Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter  

for the refuah shleimah of their granddaughter  
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

RABBI MANNING'S WED. SHIUR 
Sponsored for the 2026 academic year 

  לעילוי נשמת 
ברנה בת ברנדית ע''ה וזליג בן קלמן זייל

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR 
Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat  

Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”h



44 TORAH TIDBITS 1662 / BEHA'ALOTCHA





46 TORAH TIDBITS 1662 / BEHA'ALOTCHA



OU ISRAEL 47

100% Satisfaction
We guarantee that you 
will be 100% thrilled.

Certified Technicians
Highly trained and 
certified technicians.

Designers & Architects
Send your plans for 
free engineering.

 02-628-8282
AIR CONDITIONING
Engineering, Design & Installation

or Email  us at info@tzviair.com

בסייד

www.keteradvisors.com

We Have Projects & Resales Throughout Israel 

Let’s build your home buying strategy

Hadera:
5 Bedrooms

Starting From

2.7M NIS1.98M NIS
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Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
Mischel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL
BADERECH

From  
the Heart 

Rav Dovid Trenk, zt’l, legendary educator, 
mentor and talmid chacham, was a gadol in 
chinuch and a passionate eved Hashem. As the 
founding rosh yeshivah of Moreshes Yehosh-
ua in Lakewood, Rav Trenk took responsibili-
ty for the financial wellbeing of the program. 
Upon moving into the community and open-
ing the new yeshiva, he launched the initiative 
to dedicate a Sefer Torah as fundraiser for the 
new yeshivah.

A few days into the campaign, Rav Trenk 
called a devoted talmid and friend who was 
heavily involved in this fundraising initiative. 
The fellow was in the middle of his workday, 
unable to answer the phone at the moment, 
and made a mental note to call his Rebbi 
back as soon as he could. A short while later, 
Rav Trenk arrived at his home and urgently 
knocked at the door. “I’m sorry to barge in 
unannounced; I know you are in the middle 
of work, but this is an emergency, it can’t 
wait…”

“What is it Rebbi, is everything alright?” he 
replied, startled, “What can I do?”

Rav Trenk handed his talmid an envelope 
from the Sefer Torah campaign that had 
arrived that morning. The donor sent a check 
dedicating the pasuk of Moshe’s prayer for 
the refuah on behalf of his sister Miriam: אֵֵ-ל 
 I beseech you Hashem, please“ ,נָָא רְְפָָא נָָא לָָהּּ

heal her!” 
Having just moved to the neighborhood, 

Rav Trenk did not yet recognize some of the 
names or addresses of the local residents who 
had donated. “Clearly, whoever purchased 
this specific pasuk needs a refuah. It proba-
bly means they purchased it as a segulah for 
themselves, or a family member or friend. 
There is no doubt that they need support 
and chizuk! Please help me find out who this 
person is, so I can visit them... I need to know 
who it is so I can daven!”

ה אל ה׳... אֵֵ-ל נָָא רְְפָָא נָָא לָָהּּ ֶ צְְעַַק משֶׁ� וַַ�יִִּ
Moshe cried out to the Hashem, saying, “I 

beseech you, God, please heal her.” (12:13)
The Chozeh of Lublin, zy’a, tells us the 

 ,the ‘crying out’ of Moshe Rabbeinu ,”ויצעק“
expressed his uncertainty of how to approach 
Hashem in prayer. He knew his sister was in 
need, afflicted with tzara’as, and he was cry-
ing out for the right way and the right words 
to help her. 

Our sages (Berachos, 34a) relate two parallel 
incidents involving students of Rebbi Eliezer. 
In the first instance, the shaliach tzibur lead-
ing the congregation in prayer was מַַאֲֲרִִיךְְ יוֹֹתֵֵר 
אי  .”excessive in prolonging the davening“ ,מִִ�דַַּ
The chevreh were getting frustrated and com-
plained about the ‘shleppiness’ of the tefillah. 
Rebbi Eliezer pushed back at them: “There is 
no limit to the duration of a prayer. Is he pro-
longing his davening any more than Moshe 
Rabbeinu did when he beseeched Hashem 
for forty days and nights (after Cheit haEgel, 
the sin of Golden Calf)?” 
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In the second anecdote, another student 
of Rebbi Eliezer was leading tefillah and was 
אי ר יוֹֹתֵֵר מִִ�דַַּ  excessively shortening the“ ,מְְקַַ�צֵֵּ
davening”. His fellow students criticized him 
for being too brief. Rebbi Eliezer again coun-
tered them: ‘None abbreviated their prayer 
more than Moshe Rabbeinu, who said, אֵֵ-ל” 
.נָָא רְְפָָא נָָא לָָהּּ“

Rav Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, zy’a, 
in Ein Eyah, explains that tefillah verbalizes 
and reflects what is within the soul. There 
are certain expressions or movements of 
tefillah that require sustained effort over time 
to accomplish the intended goal and out-
come. Following the embarrassing and 
tragic episode of the Eigel, forty days and 
nights of selichos prayers were necessary 
to achieve forgiveness for the Nation. The 
communal betrayal and lack of respon-
sibility taken for the sin demanded pro-
longed inner work and prayer to awaken 
Am Yisrael to teshuvah. 

On the other hand, there are times 
where a very concise tefillah is sufficient, 
and even preferred. In the case of the 
tzadekes Miriam, who had recognized 
and admitted her mistake, the process 
of restoring her physical and spiritu-
al health required but a short, simple 
prayer. As our sages say, אחד המרבה ואחד 
 There“ ,הממעיט, ובלבד שיכוין את לבו לשמים
is no difference between one who does 
more and one who does less, as long as 
one’s heart is directed to Heaven” (Mish-
nah, Menachos, 13:11). There are times to 
be long-winded and מאריך, and there are 
other times where it is preferable to be 
 .times when less is more ,מקצר

Perhaps a lesson to be drawn from 
our sedra is the impact that a direct and 
natural, urgent prayer from the heart can 

have. May we spare no effort in calling out to 
Hashem on behalf of our sisters and brothers, 
and whether we daven long or short, may our 
prayers be answered for the good! 

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path of 
the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press, Elul 
5786) 

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp 
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children. 
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of 
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
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Dairy Bread 
in a Unique 

Shape
Our Sages decreed that one should not bake 

dairy bread, meaning bread made with dairy 
ingredients such as milk or butter mixed into 
the dough. Since dairy bread often appears 
identical to pareve bread, there is concern 
that it may inadvertently be eaten together 
with meat. Because bread commonly accom-
panies meals, Chazal viewed this as a signifi-
cant concern.

Although Our Sages prohibited both the 
production and consumption of dairy bread, 
they also outlined certain exceptions under 
which dairy bread may be permitted.

THE SOURCE
The Gemara in Pesachim (36:b) states that 

when one makes dairy bread “Ke’ein Tura”, 
the bread may be baked and consumed. 
Early authorities dispute the meaning of this 
phrase.

Rashi explains that “Ke’ein Tura” refers to 
making only a small quantity of dairy bread. 
Since the bread will be consumed quickly, 
there is less concern that it will mistakenly be 
eaten with meat.

The Rif and Rambam understand the phrase 
differently. They explain that “Ke’ein Tura” 
refers to the shape of the bread. According to 
their opinion, dairy bread made in a unique 

or distinctive form serves as a reminder that 
the bread is dairy and should not be eaten 
with meat. In halachic terminology, this 
reminder is known as a heker (a recognizable 
sign).

The practical difference between these 
opinions is significant. According to Rashi, 
only a small quantity of dairy bread may be 
produced regardless of its shape. According 
to the Rif and Rambam, even a large quantity 
may be made provided that the bread has a 
clearly distinctive appearance.

The Beit Yosef (YD 97) cites Shaarei Dura, 
who explains that these opinions are not nec-
essarily disputing one another. Rather, each 
identifies a different method of preventing 
confusion between dairy and pareve bread. 
The Shulchan Aruch accepts this approach, 
and later authorities rule that either safe-
guard—a small quantity or a distinctive 
shape—is sufficient to permit dairy bread.

THE REQUIREMENT  
OF A DISTINCTIVE SHAPE

The Rashba writes that the distinguishing 
feature of dairy bread must be highly notice-
able—so noticeable that an observer would 
naturally ask about its unusual appearance. 
Accordingly, a minor color variation or 
small topping is insufficient. The entire loaf 
must possess a significant and recognizable 
difference.

This understanding is consistent with the 
words of the Rambam. In addition, the literal 
translation of “Ke’ein Tura” is “like the eye of 
an ox, ” implying that the bread must appear 
substantially different from ordinary bread.
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Bishul Akum 
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According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION  
OF DAIRY BREAD

The Mahari’t (Responsa 2:18) writes that 
since the identifying feature must be obvious, 
the allowance granted by Chazal was intend-
ed primarily for private households or local 
bakers—not for mass commercial production.

Mahari’t therefore rules that a bakery 
may not produce dairy bread even if it has a 
unique shape. Guests or unfamiliar consum-
ers may not understand the significance of the 
shape and may assume that this is simply the 
bakery’s standard style of bread, leading to 
accidental consumption of meat.

The Pri Chadash (YD 97:1) and Chochmat 
Adam (50:3) rule in accordance with the 
Mahari’t and prohibit the public sale or distri-
bution of specially shaped dairy bread.

The Aruch Hashulchan (97:8) and Yad 
Yehuda (97:7) largely agree with the Mahari’t. 
However, they maintain that if it is common-
ly understood within a particular community 
that a certain shape indicates the bread is 
dairy, then mass production and sale would 
be permitted.

OU Kosher certifies numerous industrial 
and retail baked goods worldwide. OU Kosher 
follows the stricter opinion and does not cer-
tify dairy breads, even in cases where certain 
breads—such as brioche—are commonly 
known to contain dairy ingredients.

Consumers should be aware that some 
kosher certification agencies, both in Israel 
and elsewhere, do certify dairy breads based 
on the more lenient opinions or by relying 
on labels or stickers as identifying signs. 

Individuals should consult their Rav regard-
ing whether to purchase such products.

DESSERTS, PASTRIES,  
AND SWEET PRODUCTS

Mahari’t (Ibid) further explains that the 
decree applies specifically to breads common-
ly eaten as part of a meal. Bread-like products 
generally eaten as desserts are not included 
in the decree.

Mahari’t specifically discusses bread like 
pastries filled with dairy sweets and explains 
that since these items are not normally eat-
en together with meat, there is no concern. 
According to this approach, such products 
were never included in the original decree 
regarding dairy bread and may therefore 
be mass-produced and sold even when they 
resemble ordinary baked goods.

Based on the rulings of Mahari’t and other 
authorities, many pastries and sweet baked 
products are entirely unrelated to the prohi-
bition of dairy bread and may be baked and 
sold without concern.

Donuts, cupcakes, cookies, and similar 
products are generally considered dessert 
items and are not commonly eaten together 

For Rent in Jerusalem
Charming Umique Attic 
Apartment with Terrace in 
the Heart of the German 
Colony - 90m with high 
sloped ceilings + 15m private 
terrace. Bonus: Includes a 
separate studio unit. Unique 
character in a preserved building, parking included,  
2nd floor (no elevator). Price: 13,500 NIS/month.
Contact (K. Yabne Real Estate) Keren - 054-4874122

https://oukosher.org?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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with meat meals. Therefore, there is no pro-
hibition against making them dairy. Accord-
ingly, one may bake dairy cakes, cupcakes, 
and even dairy sufganiyot. Such products are 
certified by OU Kosher with an OUD symbol.

Certain kashrut organizations in Israel 
require bakeries to notify consumers that 
donuts are dairy so that they are not eaten 
within six hours of consuming meat. While 
there is no formal halachic requirement for 
such labeling—since Chazal never enacted a 
decree regarding eating dairy pastries after 
meat—these organizations consider it an 
important safeguard due to widespread con-
fusion between dairy and pareve pastries. 
Some certifications use identifying marks 
such as lines of powdered sugar or other vis-
ible indicators.

VISIBLE CHEESE OR MEAT FILLINGS
Poskim (see Kaf Hachaim 97:10) rule that 

when cheese or meat is clearly visible in a 
baked product, the visible filling itself serves 
as a heker (recognizable sign), and no addi-
tional distinction is necessary.

This is also evident from the ruling of the 
Rema (YD 97:1), who states that meat pies do 
not require a special shape because the meat 
filling is apparent.

Based on this principle, products such 
as pizza, cheesecake, deli rolls, and meat-
loaf are permitted, since the dairy or meat 

component is generally visible to the 
consumer.

BOUREKAS AND COMMON  
PRACTICE IN ISRAEL

In Israel, it is customary to make cheese 
bourekas in a triangular shape to distinguish 
them from pareve or meat bourekas. This is 
because the filling is concealed, like potato or 
meat-filled bourekas, unlike cakes or donuts 
where the dairy nature of the product is gen-
erally obvious (see Responsa Vedarashata 
Vechakarta YD 5:33).

There is discussion among the Poskim 
regarding whether homemade dairy or meat 
bourekas must also be formed in distinctive 
shapes to prevent them from being mistaken-
ly eaten during the wrong meal.

In the coming weeks, we will continue to 
explore additional halachic issues related 
to the production and certification of dairy 
products. 

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond
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Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
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www.israel-properties.com
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RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER
GEULAS YISRAEL
GEULAS YISRAEL
RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

This article was originally composed for 
Parshat Naso and reflects on the gifts of the 
Nesi’im. Its central theme - the need to bal-
ance eternal values with immediate needs 
- continues to resonate in Parshat Beha’alo-
techa, as we struggled on our desert journey 
toward Eretz Yisrael.

Balancing 
Eternity and 
the Moment

Everything was set. The Mishkan had been 
inaugurated. The camp had been carefully 
arranged, each shevet assigned its flag, its 
color, and its place within the encampment. 
Clear boundaries demarcated the different 
sectors of the Jewish encampment. We stood 
ready to march toward Eretz Yisrael, to enter 
the promised land and establish the kingdom 
of Hashem.

The Leviim had replaced the firstborn and 

were entrusted, among other responsibilities, 
with protecting the sanctity of the Mishkan 
and guarding its boundaries, ensuring that the 
unauthorized would not cross beyond them.

Before proceeding, the Torah records the 
gifts brought by the head of each tribe, or 
the Nesi’im. These gifts were likely deliv-
ered much earlier in the timeline, during the 
events of Parshat Shemini, which correspond 
to Rosh Chodesh Nissan and the inaugura-
tion of the Mishkan. Yet the Torah chooses to 
record these gifts only later, in Parshat Naso.

DIVERSITY WITHIN CONFORMITY
The gifts are striking in their similarity. 

Each nasi delivered the exact same collection 
of gifts: korbanot, utensils that would serve 
as klei sharet, and wagons drawn by bulls. 
Chazal explain that although the gifts were 
physically identical, each nasi invested them 
with a different vision, seeing within them an 
allusion to the future destiny and character of 
his own shevet.

For this reason, and to stress that identical 
actions can carry profoundly different mean-
ings, the Torah records each gift separately 
rather than summarizing them collectively. 
Though externally identical, the offerings 
reflected different intentions and different 
spiritual worlds.

The gifts of the Nesi’im are then a paradigm 
for diversity, especially within a religious 
world that demands conformity. We all daven 
with the same words, composed thousands of 
years ago by the Anshei Knesset Hagedolah. 
Yet no two tefillot are identical, each is shaped 
by different emotions, hopes, fears, and 

Selling the following Sefarim
Shney Luchot Habrit - Set of three  
by Rabbi Horowitz, translated by Eliyahu Munk  
(This book is mainly unobtainable) 800₪
Set of five 200₪ - פנינים משלחן גבוה
The Weekly Daf  - by Mendel Weinbach 80₪
שו"ת תשובות והנהגות חלק א' & ב'

Email elebe128@gmail.com for more info.
50% of the sales will be given as a donation to Torah Tidbits

 - 500₪
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experiences. Likewise, we all perform the 
same mitzvot, but ideally those mitzvot are 
animated by deeply personal intentions and 
inner worlds. Shared ritual should not erase 
spiritual individuality.

But the gifts of the Nesi’im symbolized more 
than individuality within conformity. They 
also reflected the balance between enduring 
impact and immediate utility.

ETERNAL GIFTS
The korbanot the Nesi’im offered were 

timeless. This was the inauguration of the 
Mishkan, and it was only fitting to launch 
the site of korbanot with special offerings. 
By bringing korbanot during that first week 
of inauguration, the Nesi’im established 
the Mishkan’s central identity. From that 
moment onward, korbanot became the 
enduring rhythm of the Mishkan and later of 
the Mikdash.

Similarly, the plates, cups, and ladles they 
donated initially served a practical purpose. 
The ke’arot and mizrakim carried flour 
offerings, while the ladles held ketoret gifts. 
Yet even after those inaugural offerings had 
been brought, the vessels themselves were 
incorporated into the Mishkan as klei sharet. 
Presumably, these original utensils delivered 
by the Nesi’im continued to serve throughout 
the history of the Mishkan and perhaps even 
later in the Mikdash built by Shlomo Hamel-
ech. Like the korbanot, these vessels became 
part of the enduring life of the Mishkan and 
later the Mikdash.

WAGONS FOR THE JOURNEY
The third component of the Nesi’im’s gifts 

were the wagons. These wagons, drawn by 
bulls, were given to the Leviim to help trans-
port the massive structure of the Mishkan 
from location to location throughout the des-
ert journey. Unlike the korbanot and the klei 

Flawless 
Service  
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Diamond  
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052-854-4504
Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

בס״ד

sharet, these wagons were purely functional. 
They addressed an immediate logistical need, 
one that would eventually disappear.

Presumably, once the Jewish people entered 
Eretz Yisrael, these wagons were no lon-
ger necessary. Certainly, once the Mishkan 
reached Shiloh, where it stood for 369 years, 
the wagons no longer served any purpose. 
Eventually they were discarded. These wag-
ons served only a temporary function. They 
served an important role during the journey 
through the desert, but not beyond it.

By combining these different elements 
within their package of gifts, the Nesi’im sym-
bolized the dual importance of both long-term 
and short-term needs. Public servants such as 
Nesi’im are responsible not only for eternal 
values, but also for immediate and practical 
concerns.

We must first learn to distinguish between 
transience and eternity. The gravest sins 

German Colony Unique Apartment! New on 
the market!! 125 + Sukkah balcony, TAMA 

starting immediately, large storage, parking. 
Price: 7.8M NIS (flexible). Rechavia Garden 

Apartment! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
separate unit, massive garden, parking.

Shifra Lopian 0526735300
Rivka Talesnick 0526969956
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occur when we lose sight of eternity because 
of the pressures of the moment. We surrender 
to temporary fears, desires, or pressures with-
out sufficiently considering the impact those 
choices have upon our eternal neshamah.

Even when we do not sin, we often blur 
the distinction between the world of netzach 
and the world of transience. I still remember 
the best advice I received as a college student 
struggling under the dual curriculum of 
Yeshiva University, unsure how to budget my 
time between Torah study and the computer 
science courses required for my degree. An 
older student told me: “Always remember the 
difference between chayei olam and chayei 
sha’ah.”

This adage served me well throughout col-
lege, helping me focus upon my Torah stud-
ies even under academic pressures. My class-
es, important as they were, belonged to the 
world of chayei sha’ah. They were necessary 
for the profession I imagined pursuing at that 
stage of life. But my Torah study belonged to 
the world of netzach, shaping a neshamah 
whose significance would long outlast the 
practical value of any degree.

Sometimes we overinvest in a world of 
transience, in accomplishments that quickly 
fade and are replaced, while neglecting the 
quieter investments which endure eternally.

Just the same, we sometimes trivialize the 
transient and fleeting precisely because it is 
not permanent. We naturally prefer invest-
ing in things that endure rather than in 
things that quickly pass. People of long-term 
vision can sometimes dismiss short-term 
needs, so captivated are they by sweeping 
and lasting ideals. Yet temporary needs are 
still real needs. A wagon which serves only 
for a brief desert journey may not possess 
the permanence of a korban or a kli sharet, 

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption, 
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood, 
and the Storms of War, is available at:  
mtaraginbooks.com.

but without it the Mishkan remains frozen 
in place.

The Nesi’im assigned importance to both. 
They brought gifts that would last eternally, 
such as the korbanot and the klei sharet, but 
they also contributed wagons whose value 
was entirely temporary.

Not every meaningful contribution must 
endure forever. Some acts are important 
precisely because they answer the needs of 
a particular moment. The wagons did not 
survive into the era of Shiloh or the Mikdash, 
but without them the Mishkan could not 
move forward through the desert. 

ILANA NELSON        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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OHR TORAH  STONE CONGRATULATES

the Beren-Amiel and Straus-Amiel Institutes,  
their Founding Director, Rabbi Eliahu Birnbaum  
and the entire team on being awarded the 

Jerusalem Unity Prize 
in the category of International Unity 
For over two decades, these programs have  
trained and supported more than 1,500 rabbis,  
rabbaniyot and educators to serve as emissaries in  
Jewish communities, congregations and campuses  
around the world—building bridges between Israel  
and the Diaspora, connecting people and identities,  
and bringing the values of unity to life in practice.

With pride and deep appreciation,
Rabbi Dr.  

Kenneth Brander 
President and  
Rosh HaYeshiva

Rabbi Dr.  
Shlomo Riskin 
Founder and  
Rosh HaYeshiva

Menachem  
Spitz 
Chairman, 
Israeli Board

and the entire Ohr Torah Stone network
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

What’s the 
Backstory?

The Haftorah opens with a striking and 
almost unexpected call: ת צִִיּּוֹֹן מְְחִִי �בַַּ י וְְשִׂ�ִ  Sing ,רָָ�נִִּ
and rejoice, daughter of Zion. But to fully 
appreciate these words, it is important to 
know the backstory. The penultimate pasuk 
preceding the Haftorah contains Hashem’s 
warning to the nations who persecuted the 
Jewish people during exile: ַַכֶֶם נֹגֵֵֹע גֵֵֹעַַ �בָָּ י הַַ�נֹּ  �כִִּ
בָָבַַת עֵֵינוֹֹ  Whoever touches you touches the ,�בְְּ
pupil of His eye. Only after this declaration 
does the Navi turn to Zion and say: “Now 
sing.”

The Malbim explains that the joy of this 
opening emerges specifically after the reas-
surance that Hashem never stopped watch-
ing over His people. The nations may have 
believed that exile meant abandonment. 
Jewish suffering may have appeared to be evi-
dence of Divine distance. But Zechariah insists 
otherwise. Every wound was seen, every 
humiliation registered, every tear mattered. 
And therefore: מְְחִִי י וְְשִׂ�ִ .Sing and rejoice ,רָָ�נִִּ

The imagery of ֹֹבָָבַַת עֵֵינו  is itself deeply �בְְּ
powerful. The pupil of the eye is among 
the most delicate and protected parts of the 
human body. Instinctively, a person shields it 
from harm. The Navi teaches that this is how 
Hashem relates to His people. Harm done 
to Israel is not distant to Him; it is personal. 

And at the same time, joy does not emerge 
in a vacuum. It emerges from the realization 
that even in periods of concealment, there 
is always Divine attentiveness beneath the 
surface.

The Navi then continues with an even great-
er promise: ְְי בְְתוֹֹכֵֵך כַַנְְ�תִִּ ָ י הִִנְְנִִי בָָא וְְשָׁ�  ,For behold ,�כִִּ
I am coming, and I will dwell among you. The 
Malbim explains that this refers to the future 
redemption, when the Shechinah will once 
again rest openly among the Jewish people. 
During exile, Hashem’s presence may feel hid-
den, fragmented, difficult to perceive. In the 
future, that relationship will no longer require 
interpretation. It will be clear.

Perhaps this is one of the deepest forms of 
consolation. Redemption is not simply the 
promise that pain will end. It is the realiza-
tion that even during the pain, we were never 
alone. So often people carry burdens quietly. 
Struggles are hidden beneath routine, smiles, 
and responsibility. There are moments when 
individuals wonder whether anyone truly sees 
what they are carrying. Zechariah reminds us 
that the Jewish people are never unseen. Even 
in exile, even in concealment, Hashem watch-
es over His people with the protectiveness one 
has for the “pupil of His eye.”

Perhaps that is why the Haftorah begins not 
with rebuke, but with song. Because sometimes 
the ability to sing again begins with knowing 
that all along, Hashem was listening. 

רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER
EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHUL
BAKA, JERUSALEM

RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

“Rav Shimon says: Be scrupulous with 
reciting the Shema and prayer…” 
(Avot 2:18)

The basic understanding of the above teach-
ing is that this is a warning to be punctual 
in reading the Shema and praying at 
the proper time (Rashi). However, 
let us examine another layer of 
meaning regarding the Shema 
exquisitely articulated by Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen 
Kook.

In thinking about the signif-
icance of the Shema, it is worth-
while noting that the very first 
subject addressed in the Talmud is 
the law and meaning of its recitation. 
Indeed, the Shema is seen as fundamen-
tal in that it represents a Jew’s declaration in 
belief in one God. 

Strikingly, Rav Kook, in his opening com-
ment in his work Ain Aya (Berachot 1:1), 
draws our attention to another critical dimen-
sion of the Shema which is often overlooked. 
The first Mishna (Berachot 1:1) delineates 

the time that the evening Shema must 
be recited. Instead of simply saying 

“nightfall", the Mishna says that it 
is the time that the Priests enter 
to eat their Terumah. Why then 
does the Mishna associate the 
Shema recited at night with the 
kohanim privately eating their 
sacred food?

Rav Kook suggested that the 
night is symbolic of the exilic 

experience of the Jew. The Jew scat-
tered to the four corners of the world 

is characterized by feelings of vulner-
ability and danger. In these hostile settings 
we as a people faced an immense threat to 
our physical and spiritual well-being. Thus 
we have been forced to focus on protecting 
ourselves in order to withstand the turbulent 
waves which have threatened our very sur-
vival. Thus we have acted as “priests, ” pri-
vately observing the rituals and holding fast 
to the Torah in a frightening and contentious 
situation. The nighttime Shema is symbolic of 
declaring our faith internally and privately to 
our people in order to bolster our faith and 

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot 2:18 
The Spiritual Significance of the Shema 

SPECIAL PIRKEI AVOT SERIES

Rav Abraham 
Isaac Kook zt”l
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commitment to God.
However, at a time of geula (redemption), 

when the stature of Israel will be elevated, 
the Shema recited in the morning contains a 
very different theme and message. Namely, it 
is a message of the oneness of God that will 
ultimately be heard by all the nations. The 
nations of the world will recognize that the 
light of Israel is indeed the guiding light for 
all mankind. (Berachot Ain Aya 1:1)

At first glance Rav Kook’s novel interpre-
tation of the recitation of the Shema appears 
to reflect his unique emphasis on the univer-
salistic ideal, often highlighted in his thought. 
However, we need only to turn to Rashi’s com-
mentary on the verse in the Torah to discover 
that Rashi himself elucidated the verse of the 
Shema as a prayer for a universal recognition 
of God and his kingship. The following is a 
citation of Rashi’s explanation on the Torah 
verse of the Shema: ‘Hashem who is our God 
now, but not the god of the other nations, He 
is destined to be the “One God, ”...as it says, 
“On that day, Hashem will be One and His 
name One” (Zecharia 14:9).

Rashi is plainly suggesting that the intent 
that a Jew should elicit when reciting this 
all-important verse is to envision a day that 
not only will the Jew know the oneness of God 
but all mankind will share in this essential 
belief.

PRAYING NEAR A WINDOW
The Talmud (Berachot 34a) teaches that 

one should pray in a room that has windows: 
“Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said in the name of 
Rabbi Yochanan, ‘A person should pray only in 
a house .that has windows, as the pasuk says, 
“And there were windows opened in the upper 
floor facing Yerusahalayim”’ (Daniel 6:11).

What is the importance of praying in a 
place with windows? Some commentators 

have suggested that the window open to the 
sky will inspire the one praying to be aware 
of the heavens above and more readily feel 
God’s presence. Rav Kook offered his own 
novel perspective and suggested the window 
signifies the notion that the one praying be 
concerned with the greater world in which he 
lives. Prayer is not meant to isolate or sepa-
rate a person from society. Quite the contrary. 
Prayer is supposed to give the person even 
greater energy, drive and fortitude to share 
the values and wisdom of the Torah with all 
humanity and to impact the world with the 
light of God’s goodness.

This is why a person should pray in a house 
where there are windows, so that the ability 
to look outside reminds of his obligation to the 
world in which he lives.

Rav Kook takes note of one more detail 
which must not be overlooked in the talmu-
dic teaching above. Praying where there are 
windows is not sufficient. Rather, they must 
face Yerushalayim, as the verse emphasizes: 
“facing Yerushalayim,” We can only change 
the world when the Jews message is grounded 
in the values and ideals that emanate from the 
holy city of Yerushalayim. In other words, by 
committing ourselves to a deep faithfulness 
to the mitzvot and halacha we then radiate 
our illumination and wisdom to the world 
and work towards achieving perfection for 
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Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

all mankind.
RAV KOOK’S PERSONAL PRACTICE

Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop, Rav Kook’s emi-
nent student, recalled the way that his master, 
Rav Kook, recited the Shema when they prayed 
in the Yeshiva. When reaching the Shema, Rav 
Kook would elongate the first line of the Shema 
to such an extent that the rest of the students 
praying had finished the entire recitation of 
Shema while Rav Kook still had not finished the 
opening line. Rav Charlop once asked his mas-
ter why he elongated the opening line of the 
Shema to such a degree. Rav Kook answered in 
the following way: “I will not move on from the 
sentence of the Shema until I have implanted 
faith in God in every member of Am Yisrael." 
(Haggadah Ayalet Hashachar, Yitzchak Dadon, 
pp. 171-172)

One lesson to be gleaned from the above 
beautiful vignette is that the reciting of the 
Shema was not seen by Rav Kook as merely 
serving as a personal acceptance of God's 
sovereignty but a truth that must be lovingly 
diffused among all the Jewish people. 

In addition to the Jewish people embracing 
a deep faith in God, the message of God’s one-
ness, kingship and compassion must also be 
disseminated to all mankind. This is emblem-
atic of the messianic vision of the Jewish peo-
ple and is to be in the consciousness of the 
Jew’s mind. Indeed, a Jew steadfastly articu-
lates this exalted vision at the conclusion of 
all the three prayers of the day (in the Aleinu 
prayer): “On that day, Hashem will be One 
and His name One” ( Zecharia 14:9). 
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For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,750,000 NIS 
Zayit: Brand new 150 m garden 
apt. Pitum Haketoret St. 
4.950.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4 room garden apt. 
2.470.000 NIS 
Dagan: Beautiful 5 room apt.  
Succah balcony 3.690.000 NIS 
Dekel: 4 room garden apt. 2.47 M 
5 room apt with balcony 2.55 M 
For Sale in Elazar 
4.5 room garden apt 2.570.000  
200m cottage 3.850.000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Returning 
Unclaimed 

Items
Question: Balls and other  items land in our 

yard. I am happy to return them, but I do not 
know from which of five surrounding prop-
erties, from multiple buildings, each came. 
Sometimes objects remain in our yard for 
months, and get damaged by the elements. 
Am I responsible to track down the owner, 
some of whom I do not know? Does the fact 
that they do not care enough to retrieve their 
items absolve me of the responsibility to store 
them somewhere safe and proactively return 
them?

Answer: There are two questions – about 
returning and about protecting the objects. 
They are, though, quite related. 

In the past (Living the Halachic Process, 
V, I-6), we have brought the question that 

Acharonim have discussed – whether it is 
enough for one to inform the owner that his 
item is available by you, or whether you must 
actively return it. Regarding the mitzva to 
return that which he stole, it suffices to tell the 
victim that he can come get his object (Shul-
chan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 367:1). It is 
unclear whether this is the standard halacha 
regarding mitzvot of returning or a special 
dispensation to promote teshuva (see Shach 
ad loc. 2). There are different possible ways 
to read the p’sukim (Devarim 22:1-3) in this 
regard. The more accepted approach is that 
informing suffices (Pitchei Choshen, Aveida 
7:(2)). 

Along with the obligation to return, there 
is an obligation to protect the object until you 
have succeeded to return it (see Devarim 22:2 
and Shulchan Aruch, CM 267:17). If inform-
ing him counts as returning, it should also 
remove the requirement to guard them (see 
Torat Ha’aveida (Tzabari) 12:11). The main 
point is that at this point, the item is no longer 
lost, and therefore its welfare is the owner’s 
responsibility. 

This is in line with the Rama’s opinion (CM 
261:4) on aveida mida’at (one who knowingly 
leaves his object in a precarious situation). 
Even though he holds that this does not make 
the object hefker (ownerless), the finder does 
not have to care for it. Also, one could argue 
that your yard is not considered a precari-
ous place, as you would not take someone’s 
property. However, it is still likely in a precar-
ious position regarding protection from the 
elements.AVRAHAM :058-7997833

DREAM HOME

HANDYMAN
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INSTALLATION

PAINTING REPAIRS

ELECTRICAL

JERUSALEM & SURRONDING AREAS

Handyman Services
 Fixing It Right
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Nevertheless, in this case, it does not appear 
clear that all of the items’ owners are aware 
where their object is. Sometimes the owner did 
not know the object “flew” over a fence. Espe-
cially if we can assume that for example, par-
ents own the family’s balls, if a child kicks the 
ball over the fence and does not tell them, from 
the owners’ perspective, it is an aveida. Anoth-
er scenario is that they originally knew where 
the item is but procrastinated about getting it 
until they forgot its whereabouts. Once they 
forget, it is an aveida (see Bava Metzia 25b).

The gemara (ibid. 26b) says that the pos-
itive mitzva begins from the time the finder 
takes the object. Could it be that if the things 
are where they fell, you have no obligation? 
Halachically, in many ways, things that are in 
one’s property are as if they are in his hand 
(ibid. 10b). The Ra’avad (Aveida 7:14) says 
that the fact that the lost item is in the finder’s 
property creates an obligation of hashavat 
aveida (in his context, it prevents the finder 
from claiming it after the owner’s subsequent 
yeiush). Even Haezel (ad loc.) clarifies that this 
obligation without moving the object begins 

only from the time the property owner knows 
it is in his domain. But from that point, which 
you are already at, the obligation exists until 
the loser receives it or finds out about it and 
can get it. 

Therefore, we suggest the following. Be 
in touch with the neighbors who could own 
things in your yard. Come to an agreement 
about their expectations of you. If they all 
agree, you can leave them where they are, or 
set them aside in a convenient place for them 
to claim. Only if (common these days) the 
people trust each other not to take that which 
is not theirs (Bava Metzia 27b), we have mod-
ern arrangements to more easily share with 
a group of people what is missing so they can 
come and claim their lost items. 



72 TORAH TIDBITS 1662 / BEHA'ALOTCHA





74 TORAH TIDBITS 1662 / BEHA'ALOTCHA

Can People 
Change?

Rachel asks:
My friend has an on again off again rela-

tionship. Now the guy is back and promises 
that this time it’s different and he’s ready to 
marry her. Should she trust him?

Aleeza answers:
“People change” is one of the most hopeful 

thoughts in the world.
It’s also one of the most dangerous when 

someone wants love so badly that they stop 
looking at reality.

So should your friend trust him?
Maybe.
But not because he came back with a 

speech. And definitely not because he sudden-
ly says he’s “ready.”

The real question is: what changed between 
the last breakup and now?

Because relationships don’t magically heal 
during silence. Time alone doesn’t create 
maturity. Missing someone isn’t the same 
thing as being capable of building a healthy 
marriage with them.

On-again off-again relationships usually 
happen for a reason. One person can’t com-
mit. Someone keeps pulling away. There’s 
instability, confusion, inconsistency, emotion-
al highs and lows. And after enough cycles, 
people stop dating from clarity and start 
dating from memory. They remember the 
chemistry, the hope, the potential, the good 
moments… and slowly forget how painful the 
uncertainty actually felt.

The problem is that “this time is different” 
only matters if something is actually different.

Did he go to therapy? Did he work on the 
issue that caused the breakup? Did he sudden-
ly develop emotional availability, communica-
tion skills, accountability, consistency? Or did 
he just get lonely? This is what she needs to 
figure out.

I would tell your friend not to focus on his 
words right now. Focus on patterns. Patterns 
tell the true story more than promises do.

And I’d also ask her something import-
ant: When he left before, what happened to 
her emotionally? Did she become anxious, 
insecure, obsessed, unable to trust herself? 
Because even if he now wants marriage, she 
has to ask whether this relationship brings out 
the healthiest version of her.

A relationship preparing for marriage 
should feel increasingly stable, not constantly 
resurrected from emotional wreckage.

 לעילוי נשמת 
מאיר יצחק בן יוסף אליהו הכהן ז”ל

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
New on the market at a Great price!  
Shachrai Street, Bayit Vegan - Ground floor  
4 rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms, 2.97m NIS
Great opportunity to buy a 
brand new apartment in Rechavia!  
3 apartments left, 3-5 rooms from 3.97m NIS
In a finished, brand new building on  
Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms 
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking and 
Shabbat elevator, 2 rooms - 1.97m NIS; large 86m  
3 room - 3.07m NIS and 4 rooms - from 3.79m NIS
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Now, to be fair, some couples genuinely do 
break up, grow separately, reconnect later, and 
build beautiful marriages. It happens. But usu-
ally the difference is obvious. There’s humili-
ty. Ownership. Changed behavior. A deeper 
emotional maturity. Not just urgency because 
someone fears losing the other person.

I’d encourage her not to rush because he 
suddenly sounds certain. Real readiness can 
survive healthy pacing. If he truly wants 
marriage, he should be willing to rebuild her 
trust again slowly and consistently instead of 
demanding instant belief.

Love is not proven by coming back.
Love is proven by staying steady once you do.
May your friend have the wisdom to see 

clearly, and the patience to see if this is now 
the right time and the right one.

Blessings, Aleeza 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!
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THE PROCESS OF  
ACHIEVING OUR GOALS IN LIFE

In our parsha, we are told that עם ישראל 
would follow Hashem’s sign on their travels 
through the Midbar: ״על פי ה׳ יחנו ועל פי ה׳  
 would stay for בני ישראל Sometimes .יסעו“
a while, Rashi tells us a year or more, and 
sometimes they would not stay even a full 
day.

Although we no longer have ענני הכבוד 
guiding us, there is still a powerful lesson 
here. Am Yisrael is on a long journey toward 
the final goal: reaching Eretz Yisrael. Similar-
ly, in each of our lives, we pass through dif-
ferent stations on the way to our destination. 
We must listen to ourselves and let Hashem 
guide us, knowing when to stay and when to 
move on. That “gut feeling” we experience is 
really Hashem’s guidance.

The same applies on a national level. We 
must turn to Hashem and seek His guidance 
regarding where to dwell and where to keep 
moving. But unlike in the Midbar, we must 
make those decisions ourselves in order to 
bring the Mashiach and the Geula.

BIDI BERNSTEIN
10TH GRADE, MODIIN ILLIT

LIGHTING UP EVERY JEW
In Parashat Beha’alotcha, the Torah says: 

“When you light the lamps.” Rashi teaches 
that Aharon had to hold the fire to the wick 
until the flame could burn on its own.

There is a beautiful lesson here: when you 
help another Jew, one moment of inspiration 
is not enough. You need to stay with him and 
support him until he is strong enough to keep 
going by himself.

This was what made Aharon so special. 
He did not just give people a quick spark, 
he gave them a real, lasting light that stayed 
with them.

There is also another idea here: the Meno-
rah was made from one single piece of gold, 
showing us that all Jews are one. When you 
help another Jew grow, you do not lose any 
of your own light. Everyone simply shines 
more.

That is the power of a true Jew: to light up 
the people around him, so that even when he 
is gone, the light keeps going. 

Handyman / Plumber
Shmuel Rosenzweig

Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418 

בס"ד

FOR SALE IN ARAD
5.5 room cottage, including mamad  

and a patio situated in a quiet 
courtyard off main road in Arad

For further details contact:  
Naomi 054-933-8557
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There are projects where everything simply connects. 
Carasso Nia, a rare combination of a high-quality 
community, a winning location, and a perfect living 
experience. Join dozens of high-quality families from 
Israel and abroad who have already secured their 
future in the most sought-after project on Derech 
Beit Lehem, Jerusalem.
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