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“And Israel encamped before the mount.” {2:0') 3N ™ 7X W' DW [Nl - (19:2)

Why does the pasuk use the word “Vayichan” in the singular form when referring to the
group of Israel?

Rashi explains that at this moment the Israelites achieved a level of total unity as one. “As
one person” refers to one unit, “with one heart” signifying one goal.

However, Rashi uses almost the same phrase describing the Egyptians chasing (Nasa-in the
singular) the Israelites into the Yam Suf but in the reversed order. “With one heart” “as one
person”. Is this an insignificant change on the part of Rashi?

Rabbi Yosef Fulstein offers an insight into the comprehensive explanation of Rashi. There is a
major difference between the Egyptians attitude and the Israelites. The Egyptians were ral-
lied together in their animosity towards the Israelites. It was their “lev echad” , their passion
of hatred that forged them together as “ish echad” yet only lasted for that fleeting moment.
However, at the base of Mount Sinai, we first attained a long-lasting unity as a people “k’ish
echad”, which generated the ensuing all-inclusive feeling for one another with common
purpose and objective “b’lev echad”. This everlasting purpose adopted as a nation was the
precondition for receiving the Torah. - Shabbat Shalom

SHAVUOT REMINDERS

i Eruv Tavshilin is prepared on Thursday May 21 before Yom Tov.
# Yizkor is recited on Shavuot. (Light a Yizkor candle before Yom Tov).
] Light an extended candle before Yom Tov in order to light candles Friday night for Shabbat.
|l The Book of Rut is read on the morning of Shavuot
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CANDLE LIGHTING

AND HAVDALA TIMES

*

Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim 6:57 6:58 8:16 7:02 6:10 8:21
Aza Area (Netivot, Sderotetal)  7:14 7:15 8:17 7:19 6:12 8:22

Beit Shemesh/RBS 7:16 7:17 8:16 7:21 6:11 8:21
Gush Etzion 7:13 7:13 8:16 7:18 6:10 8:21
Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/ksaba = 7:15 | 7:15 8:18 7:20 6:12 8:23
Modiin/Chashmonaim 7:14 7:14 8:17 7:19 6:11 8:22
Netanya 7:15 7:16 8:19 7:20 6:13 8:24
Be'er Sheva 7:13 7:14 8:16 7:18 6:11 8:21
Rehovot 7:14 7:15 8:18 7:19 6:12 8:23
Petach Tikva 6:57 6:58 8:18 7:02 6:12 8:23
Ginot Shomron 7:14 7:14 8:17 7:19 6:11 8:22
Haifa / Zichron 7:06 7:06 8:20 7:11 6:13 8:25
Gush Shiloh 7:13 7:13 8:16 7:18 6:10 8:21
Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel 7:15 7:15 8:18 7:20 6:12 8:23
Givat Zeev 7:17 7:18 8:16 7:22 6:10 8:21
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 7:12 7:13 8:15 7:17 6:10 8:20
Ashkelon 7:15 | 7:15 8:18 7:20 6:13 8:23
Yad Binyamin 7:14 7:15 8:17 7:19 6:12 8:22
Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden 7:08 7:09 8:18 7:14 6:11 8:23
Golan 7:13 7:14 8:17 7:18 6:10 8:22
Nahariya/Maalot 7:05 7:06 8:20 7:10 6:13 8:25
Afula 7:14 7:15 8:18 7:19 6:11 8:23

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Naso - 8:51 PM e Beha'alotcha - 8:56 PM

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

* Candles for Naso should : "
be lit from a preexisting flame Daf Yomi Shavuot: Chulin 21
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

I was recently talking to one of my staff
members who is deciding where to send
his son for high school next year. He told
me that there were just too many options to
choose from. Should it be a dormitory or a
day school? A program with a better kodesh
department or a stronger chol program? One
with more of an emphasis on volunteering,
outdoor education, or something else? He is
an oleh from a city in North America where
they didn’t have much of a choice for schools.
“Look at the bright side, ” I said to him. “Back
in America, you had maybe two options for
schooling. Here in Israel, with so many choic-
es, you have the ability to choose a program
that suits your child best.”

This reality touches on a principle I come

May the Torah learned
from this issue of TT
be in loving memory of and y”y5
our dear parents
whose 13th and 33nd yahrzeits
are observed in Sivan

Udy Katz Cherrick z1
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Deeply missed by
their children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren

The Cherrick & Saslow Families
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back to again and again. I've brought it up to
my wife and children, to NCSYers, and to my
colleagues. Chazal teach us, “Ein adam lomed
ela bemakom shelibo chafetz, ” which means
a person only truly learns in a place where
his heart desires (Avodah Zarah 19a). When
you pair that with the pasuk in Mishlei (22:6),
“Chanoch lana’ar al pi darko, ” or educate a
child according to his own way, we see some-
thing so powerful. Our goal is to guide each
Jewish child along the path that is mat’im, or
fitting, for them.

Having nine children and five grandchil-
dren, baruch Hashem, I have a lot of personal
experience in this area. We all know there are
different kinds of children out there. Some are
wired to sit and learn for hours on end. Oth-
ers come alive through sports, volunteering,
agriculture, hiking, or woodworking. Each
child is profoundly different and no single
framework can serve them all.

That same understanding shapes the work
my team and I do here at OU Israel. People
often ask me what programs we have for
teenagers, college students, families, or retir-
ees. I respond by telling them that no single
program will work for everyone. We try to
constantly develop programming that reaches
the widest possible variety of participants by
meeting people where they are.

I must say, I am continually amazed by
what my team produces. We have program-
ming for lone soldiers who might otherwise
fall through the cracks. We have support
networks for olim building their lives in
Israel. NCSY runs diverse programming for



teenagers across the country, as well
as teen centers around the country for
those at risk. We serve families with
special needs members. We offer adult
learning in shuls nationwide, run Shab-
batonim, and so much more.

Each program is designed to meet
a specific need and a specific heart’s
desire.

All of this brings me to a deep connec-
tion with Shavuot. Consider the OU Semi-
chat Chaver program run by Rav Elyada
Goldwicht. It really created a new niche
of halacha learning centers in well over
200 locations around the world. All these
groups study the same halachot together
and earn a Semichat Chaver certificate
upon completion. I am looking forward
to a special gathering they are holding
in the coming weeks in Yerushalayim to
celebrate the limud Torah taking place
through this program.

Between the Semichat Chaver pro-
gram and the special Semichat Chaver booklet
being distributed with Torah Tidbits this week
(which is also available by email) for parents
to learn with their children using beautiful-
ly illustrated comics, we are striving to give
every Jew an opportunity to connect with
Torah in a way that speaks to them. Some of
our programs lean more toward Torah study,
others toward the social or the spiritual, and
still others toward volunteering or tiyulim.
The variety is intentional because every heart
desires something different.

And that is exactly what Shavuot is all
about. On the night of Shavuot, no matter
what corner of the Jewish world a person
comes from, there is a shared awareness
that we try to add a little more Torah to our
lives. Whether someone stays up the entire

night and davens at sunrise or attends a
shiur before heading to bed, the concept is
the same. We receive the Torah anew, each

May the Torah learned
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
Be in loving memory of
and nnwi nYyY

Rabbi David Rebibo z1
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person in his or her own unique way.

I want to be transparent with my readers
about something. As the head of OU Israel,
I am closely in touch with our supporters,
friends, and communities across Israel
and the Jewish world. I must share that it is
getting harder and harder to sustain these
programs. Whether it is our teen programs
serving young people who truly have no one
else looking out for them or initiatives helping
olim build community, the financial pressure
isreal.

Many people assume the OU is a very
wealthy organization, and in one sense that
is true. Baruch Hashem, the OU earns rev-
enue from its kashrut supervision of over
1.5 million products worldwide. However, the
OU has grown into what I often describe as
an octopus with about 25 different legs. The
kashrut income can sustain about four or five
of those legs. It covers salaries and overhead,
but to actually run programs, we rely on gen-
erous Jews from Israel and around the world.

Right now, the declining dollar is hitting
hard. As the dollar has dropped significant-
ly against the shekel, the value of donations
from our brothers and sisters in North Amer-
ica has decreased substantially. That means
we must turn more and more to our friends
right here in Israel. I know that many Israelis
living on pensions or salaries originating in
the United States are feeling the pinch as well.
We are very aware of this reality.

Nevertheless, I am personally asking each
and every one of my readers a favor. As you
prepare for Shavuot, where we ask HaKadosh

THE Professional
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Screens Tracks Trissim Windows at height

Baruch Hu to help us receive the Torah in the
purest and most beautiful way, please take a
moment to consider how you might help us
continue this work. Think about what it costs
on a weekly basis to print Torah Tidbits, to dis-
tribute it to communities across the country,
and to provide programming for all ages and
types.

No donation is too small and none is too
large. Every single contribution means the
world to us. I personally see every donation
that comes in and I am deeply grateful. Feel
free to include a note telling us which program
you would like to support or simply make a
general donation to sustain all of our work.

For some of us, it is easier to sit and learn
Torah all day. For others, it is easier to write
a check. There is a beautiful concept of Yis-
sachar and Zevulun, where those who learn
Torah and those who support Torah work in
an amazing partnership. Even if you are not
someone who learns Torah yourself, this is
your opportunity to be a part of it. If you have
not yet made aliyah but want to support those
who have, this is your chance. If you cannot
attend shiurim yourself but want to ensure
that others can, this is the moment.

I generally try to use this platform to share
what is happening in our world rather than
to solicit support. But the truth is, so much
of what is happening in our world right now
revolves around making sure we can keep our
existing programs thriving and continue to
expand them. We can only continue that with
your support and friendship.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabb_at Hq_‘n_(ia Chag Sameach,

A

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

Never Alone-Supporting Our Soldiers

OU Israel announced the launch of Frantline Support, an innovative new program to support English-
speaking IDF soldiers in their spiritual and personal journey throughout army service. Utilizing a
network of religious mentors with military
experience and backgrounds, Frontline Support

is designed to help soldiers find meaning,
community and address challenges with religious
identity and practice amidst army service.

The program recently celebrated its official
launch in Jerusalem with over 40 IDF soldiers
who met with mentors, under the direction of
Rabbi lan Schwartz, an active veteran who spoke
an the importance of having a non-judgmental
space during moments of uncertainty. Attendees
also heard inspirational Torah from Rav Judah
Mischel, Executive Director of HASC, as well as
from author Gabi Katz, a former Lone Soldier
injured in battle in Lebanon, who shared his
perspective on spiritual support as a core
element of resilience.

Amidst the current war and its lasting impacts,
OU Israel increasingly recognized the need for a
dedicated program that would provide support
to English-speaking soldiers outside of the
traditional Hesder or Yeshiva frameworks & all backgrounds and levels of observance are welcomed.
OU Israel is proud to offer this supportive role through the lens of Torah, community, and connection to
ensure that no soldier has to face the challenges of their service alone.

Each week, we share one OU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our
homeland, supporting English-speaking olim in their klita and supporting Israel’s most
vulnerable teens to rebuild trust, confidence, and a future.
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY

RABBI REUVEN TRAD
RCA ISRAEL REGION

The Torah reading for Shavuot (Shemot
19:1-20:23) is the story of the giving of the
Torah at Mt. Sinai. It describes the prelude to
the giving of the Torah, the preparation for it
and then the 10 Commandments.

There is a tradition to read the 10 Com-
mandments with what is known as “taamei
elyon”, literally, the higher set of notes. There
are 2 sets of trop or how to read these verses.
One version divides the verses as we have
them in our Chumash. The second, the taam
elyon, does not divide by verses but by para-
graphs. For example, the first 6 verses are
combined into one long verse. Similarly, the
3 verses of the commandment of Shabbat are
combined into one long verse. The motiva-
tion for doing this seems to be to want to read
these as 10 Dibrot — utterances. Not to empha-
size the cognitive meaning of the verses but

¥ | ooking for Clarity?
| Loty o i

: watch TALKING T0 GOD

The spiritual comedic fil
about what to do when you

don't know what to do. l L

“Funmy. poignant, he
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the experience.

And that is really an expression of the
meaning of Shavuot. The Torah is filled with
mitzvot. It is not the content of the 10 Com-
mandments that is significant. It is the drama
of G-d speaking to man. The Divine com-
municating with the finite. That is a cosmic
moment, an incredible moment, a unique
moment in history. It is G-d descending,
summoning us to Him, and communicating
directly with man. Amidst fire, smoke, thun-
der and lightning, the mountain shaking. It
is a sublime moment. A moment of intimacy,
of desire of G-d for mankind, of the touch of
heaven and earth.

We reflect this theme of intimacy, of
uniqueness, of experience in 3 ways. One is
by reading Akdamot before the Torah read-
ing, which essentially is an expression in poet-
ry of this sublime moment. And secondly, by
standing for the Torah reading, which is a way
of perhaps emphasizing the experience rather
than the content of this moment. And third, by
using this unique trop, the taam elyon, divid-
ing the reading into utterances, phrases, as if
we are hearing the 10 Dibrot, the 10 utteranc-
es as they heard at Sinai.

This emphasis on the experience of Sinai
motivates the choice of the Haftorah, the first
chapter of the book of Ezekiel. This chapter is
known as Maaseh Merkava, the vision of the
chariot. It is a description of the angels and
the Divine, full of metaphoric perception of
G-d. This is chosen to parallel the Torah read-
ing, emphasizing the sublime, mysterious,
awesome experience of Sinai. B
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT NASO

While the book of Vayikra was the book of
Holiness, the book of Bamidbar is the book of
the national march to the Land.

They share the notion of aspiration. In
Vayikra the aspiration was for Holiness, the
reach beyond, the reach for the Divine. In
Bamidbar, the aspiration is the Land of Isra-
el, the march to the Land, the national aspira-
tion to build our Jewish society in our Land.

And they share aspirations delayed, aspi-
rations marred.

In Vayikra, the reach for the Divine, the
entry to the Mikdash, was marred by Tuma.
One who is Tamei, impure, needed to remove
the Tuma to enter the Mikdash. A setback,
but a setback that is resolved through puri-
fication. In all the aspects of Kedusha of the
book of Vayikra, Kedusha being aspiration
for the beyond, the setbacks have solutions,
are resolvable.

May the learning in this issue of
Torah Tidbits be nnw *>°y5 our
Incomparable Eishet Chayil

CLARA HOROWITZ a”h
Beloved Mother, Grandmother,

and Great Grandmother
on her 26™ Yahrtzeit on 90 ’'n

Mina and Howard Millendorf
Sharon, Shlomo,
Elior, Amiad, and Yagel Rabinowitz

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1661 / SHAVUOT - NASO

And in our book of Bamidbar, the national
march to the Land, the aspirational march
is introduced with structure, with functions,
with a census. The order of the impending
march. But the aspirations are marred by the
spies, by conflicts of Korach, of the failures of
the chase of the Midianite women.

But these, the aspiration for Holiness and
the aspiration of the Land are two entirely
different processes. Holiness, its setbacks
and its resolutions, is an oscillating process.
Circular. We pursue Holiness, achieve it, fall
back and then regain purity. The pursuit
of G-d and of Holiness is an oscillating one,
moving forward, moving backward and
regaining forward. The Holiness of time of
the holidays is oscillating, repeating year
after year. Holiness is achieved, lost and
regained. That is the pattern of religious life.

History and its aspiration are an entire-
ly different process. It does not oscillate. It
moves in a linear motion. History aspires,
interrupts, redirects. History is constantly
changing. While man in his religious life oscil-
lates, history moves linearly, never returning,
ever changing. It is not circular, it is linear.

So, while Tuma prevents entry to the Mik-
dash, it has a process to remove it and allow
entry. That is a circular process, returning to
where we began.

The march to the Land of Israel is man in
history. History never returns to where it
began. History marches forward. The spies
interrupt the march and while the march
will continue, it is not with those people but
with an entirely different group.



The Jew lives a life of oscillation, a reli-
gious life of aspiration. The Nation lives a lin-
ear life, where failures and disappointments
disrupt the march, never to be regained quite
the same, with the line redirected.

Jewish history of the exile was the private
religious life of oscillation, the life of Vayikra, a
circular life of the pursuit of Holiness. We, the
privileged generation of redemption, we are
living Jewish life of Bamidbar, where Nation-
al Jewish history moves forward, where the
aspiration of order is marred and disrupted,
but where we move in a linear fashion, ever
forward, albeit in different directions.

We, the privileged Jews of redemption can-
not view Jewish life only through the lens of
Vayikra, as the same oscillating pursuit of
Holiness with disregard for history for then
we fail to grasp the monumental shift that is
the book of Bamidbar, the pivot from Holi-
ness to history, from oscillation to the linear
reality of the march of history.

”/‘ 1ST ALIYA (BAMIDBAR 4:21-37)
K" A census of the family of Ger-
: shon (son of Levi) is done. The fam-
ily of Gershon is responsible for transporting
the textiles of the Mishkan: the curtains and
the covers of the Mishkan. They are to func-
tion under the supervision of Aharon and his
sons; in their case, under Itamar. The census
of the family of Merari is taken. Their respon-
sibility is the structure of the Mishkan: boards,
sockets, wall braces. Their tasks are assigned
by name, supervised by Itamar. The census,
aged 30 - 50, of the family of Kehat is 2, 750.

The three family units of Levi have special
jobs in transporting the Mishkan. Kehat takes
care of the holy vessels. Gershon is responsi-
ble for the textiles; the curtains and covers.
And Merari transports the building; the walls
and their supports.

The book of Bamidbar is the march to the
Land of Israel. The latter half of Shemot con-
tained the building of the Mishkan. The book
of Vayikra described what will happen in the
Mishkan including the role of the kohanim in
the service in the Mishkan.

Now in Bamidbar we are ready to travel
to the Land. We switch from describing it, to
doing it. This portable sanctuary, well, has to
be transported. How will we do that? That is
the job of the Leviim.

This description of jobs is a crucial piece
of the march to the Land. Everyone has
their role to play. Kohanim have a holy role.
Leviim have the role of support of the holy.
The leaders of the tribes do the census. And
bring offerings for the inauguration of the
Mishkan. The census is necessary to plan for
those who will serve in the military.

Said differently, we have focused in the
Torah up until here on the engagement of
man with his G-d. Now we focus on man and
his people. And in particular, serving his
people.

In loving memory of
our dear Brother and Uncle

Alan Beer Hy”d
a2 0N 09N
70 DI IRMY APV

It has been 23 years since that
terrible pigua that took your life
on the 14 bus on Jaffa Road
Yown o R”

May the Torah learned from
this issue be in his merit

The Maisel, Beer
and Carroll Families
Efrat, Cleveland and Norfolk
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While the theme of the book of Bamidbar
is the march to the Land, it is not an histori-
cal book, a descriptive book. It is also a pro-
scriptive book. We as individuals take our
place as part of our national destiny. With
different roles.

In our time, with the return to the Land of
Israel, we have again become familiar with
this duality, of personal service to G-d and of
service to our people. That notion of serving
our people is not an invention of modern
Zionism; it is the theme of an entire book of
our Torah.

’}‘ 2ND ALIYA (4:38-49)
'/k\‘} The census of Gershon, 2, 630,

and Merari, 3, 200. The total of
those who will serve and carry the Mishkan
is 8, 580.

In this brief aliya, the census of the Leviim
is completed. But in the Leviim’s census, the
number is accompanied by the phrase “and
their task”. Because it isn’t the numbers that
are important, but the number of people avail-
able for these tasks. It is people being prepared
to assume their roles in this national project of
the Jewish people, the march to the Land.

The beginning of the book of Bamidbar is
an accountant’s dream. Orderly, thorough,
numbers, sums, structure.

But we know what will happen in this book
of Bamidbar. There will be rebellions and dis-
putes, the spies and Korach. On paper, there is
order. In life, chaos.

Oh, that our national life would be so neat
and tidy. You here, you here. You doing your
task, you doing yours. All of us recognizing
G-d in our midst. This is a lovely description
of how we ought to live and how we ought to
travel on into the Land of Israel.

But the book of Bamidbar is the meeting of
the ideal with the real.
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"/" 3RD ALIYA (5:1-10)
'7‘\0} Command the people to send

those, male or female, with Tzarat,
or who are Zavim or Tamei out of the camp.
The people did so. A man or woman who
steals, swears denying the theft and then
admits, shall repay the principal plus one fifth
to the owner. If the owner has died leaving no
heirs, the payment is paid to the kohen. The
kohen’s portions fully belong to him.

Following the description of the Jewish
encampment and the Leviim’s role in the
travel of the camp, there is a break in the nar-
rative. A few mitzvot are introduced.

However, these are not a break in the theme
of the book, only a break in the narrative.

The theme of our national belonging is
damaged occasionally by our behavior.

We have mitzvot of kindness, mitzvot of
holiness, mitzvot of memory. And mitzvot
related to our national belonging, to our social
fabric.

Theft and then swearing to cover it up will
not serve our national interest. Mistakes will
happen. But coverups or lying to dismiss them
is far more damaging to our social structure
than admitting guilt. Mistakes are the stuff of
humanity. Honesty and responsibility are the
stuff of society. The Torah does not assume we
will be perfect but it does demand that we be
responsible and honest.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (5:11-6:27)
K’) The Sotah: If a married woman

is suspected by her husband of
being unfaithful with a particular man and
he warns her to not be alone with that man,
and she nonetheless spends time alone with
that man, then she is brought to the kohen.
She brings a simple offering. The kohen plac-
es water and dust in a container. She swears
that she is innocent (of adultery). The kohen



writes in a scroll that should she be guilty, the
water she will drink will cause fatal internal
damage. These words are put in the water.
Her offering is brought; the water is drunk by
her. If she is guilty, this will be fatal. If inno-
cent, this will prove it. The Nazir: When a
person vows to be a Nazir, they may not drink
wine or any product from a grape, may not
cut their hair and may not come in contact
with the dead, including closest relatives. If
the Nazir does come in contact with the dead
before the conclusion of his Nazir status, then
he must bring an offering of 2 birds, one for a
chatat and one for an olah. At the final end of
his Nazir status, he brings animals for a cha-
tat, an olah and a shlamim. He cuts his hair
and burns it. Birkat Kohanim: Tell Aharon
that he shall bless the Jewish people with Bir-
kat Kohanim: in so doing they place My name
on the people and I bless them.

The 2 elaborate mitzvot mentioned here,
Sotah and Nazir, are breaches in communal
life, hence mentioned here in this book of the
communal march to the Land. The Sotah, the
wife suspected of adultery, is a breakdown in
the holiness of family life, a societal foundation.

The Nazir is a breach in the reach for super
holiness; as if to say the Torah isn’t enough,
isn’t holy enough for me. Insufficient holi-
ness is a breach, but no less a breach is super
holiness.

While we like to say that we don’t know
which mitzvot are big ones and which are lit-
tle, we can say that some mitzvot have societal
impact that amplifies them. The violation of
Shabbat was viewed as damaging our reli-
gious social fabric. And here, the holiness of
family life has an outsized place in our Jewish
society, with its breakdown having an out-
sized deleterious effect.

And the Nazir, who desires a super holy

life, can be viewed both positively and nega-
tively. For him personally, the reach for super
holiness seems a good thing. But his reach
for super holiness implies that the Torah is
insufficient. That can have a damaging effect
on society
"‘ 5TH ALIYA (7:1-41)
k" On the day Moshe completed,
~ anointed and sanctified the Mish-
kan and all it contains, the leaders of the tribes
brought a contribution. They brought 6 wagons
and 12 oxen for the transport of the Mishkan:
2 wagons and 4 oxen were given to Gershon,
4 wagons and 8 oxen to Merari. Kehat did not
receive any for they carried the vessels of the
Mishkan on their shoulders. The leaders of
each of the 12 tribes brought offerings as an
inauguration of the Mishkan. Each day the
leader of the tribe is named and his offering
brought. Each leader’s offering is identical.
Our parsha is the longest parsha in the
Torah due to these last 3 aliyot. In fact, these 3
aliyot are only one chapter but a chapter of 89
verses, longer than many full parshiot.

%‘ 6TH ALIYA (7:42-71)

k\ ‘ The description of the leader’s
: offerings continues, outlining days
6to 10.

Each day a different Nasi, head of the tribe
brought an offering, though the offering was
identical each day. What a dichotomy. On the
one hand differentiation; 12 tribes, variety,
distinctions and individuality. On the other,
conformity; the exact same offering from
these diverse men. What an apt description
of the human condition. We share eyes, ears,

Dr Muriel Metzger MD, MSc¢
Endocrinologist-Diabetologist
Emek Refaim 64, Jerusalem, 077-5560562

Nahal Tzeelim 6, Ramat Beit Shemesh, 02-9701100
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Thyroid & Hormonal dysfunctions
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nose and mouth. Yet our inner life is unique,
uniquely our own. Uniformity and diversity.
"/‘ 7TH ALIYA (7:72-89)
K’ : The description of the leader’s
" offerings continues, with days 11 and
12. The Torah enumerates the totals of each of
the offerings brought by the leaders. These
served as inauguration of the anointed altar.
When Moshe entered the Ohel Moed to speak
with G-d, he heard the Voice emanate from
upon the kaporet, the covering of the Aron, from
between the angels and He spoke with him.
The parsha concludes with a repetition that
G-d spoke to Moshe from above the Aron.
Whereas the emphasis previously was on the
magic of the meeting of G-d and man, here
the emphasis is on the content: Moshe acts
on Divine instruction, not his own personal
power and pride. B

LA

35th of 54 sedras; 2nd of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 311 lines in a Sefer Torah.
That's a record breaking 7.4 columns
26 parshiyot; 18 open, 8 closed. Only 4
sedras have more parshiyot.

176 pesukim, 2264 words, 8632 letters.
Indisputably the longest sedra in the
Torah, however you count length.

Naso is well below average, though, in
length of pesukim, but not enough to
affect its first place ranking.

LA

18 mitzvot; 7 positive, 11 prohibitions -
the most of Bamidbar's 10 sedras.
18 might not seem to be that many mitz-
vot, but only 9 sedras in the Torah (of
54) have more mitzvot than Naso.
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Himmelfarb High School
in Jerusalem is looking for
passionate and dedicated
English Teachers for the coming
school year.

We are looking for professionals
who thrive in a collaborative
team setting, where teachers
work together to innovate and
inspire our students.

Please send your C.V. to:
moamadimhm@gmail.com

Doron M. Spierer
MD, FAAFP e

1MW [NITY"T
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Is available in Jerusalem for:

Consultations and second opinions
for complex medical cases.

House calls.

Routine and urgent medical care for
patients of all ages.

Students and tourists welcome!

BenZimra =

REAL ESTATE

The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

GREAT INVESTMENT ON RACHEL IMEINU ST!
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master
bedroom, sunny, quiet, rented 7500 NIS/month.
Exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS

GOOD DEAL IN RECHAVIA

Large 5 rooms, 125m neto, ground floor of a stylish
building, 2 balconies with possible exit to garden,
for renovation with great potential, high ceilings,

3 directions, mamad. Exclusive, 4,900,000 NIS

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON, GANEI ZION

Great 5 room apt, 120m, in a luxury building with
Shabbat elevator, 12m balcony, beautifully renovated,
large living room, master bedroom, quiet, storage
room, double parking. Exclusive, 5,750,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY

WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

Schedule an
appointment today

1=
wokls [\, ¢, 02-674-3888
JPUR DTIN © 8ot on © Sasng Eone

Talpiot/Arnona
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---rlu' Avrum Aaron & Associates
b
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Angel Realty /“

A spouse’s death
can restrict access
to U.S. brokerage =

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:

2,750,000 NIS
Zayit:

4.950.000 NIS
Dekel:
2.470.000 NIS
Dagan:

accounts

(even at Charles Schwab)

3.690.000 NIS
Dekel: 247 M
2.55M
For Sale in Elazar
(® 054-398-4380 2.570.000

Avrum@lop-llc.com 3.850.000 NIS

HOUSE A M[SS? _ _Tlnnitus
LET ME HELPI Ringing of the Ears|

[loy'v

Robert Levine, MD

Otoneurologist

Founder of Harvard Medical School
Tinnitus Clinic
Director for 25 years

Founder of Israel Center for
Advancement of Tinnitus Therapeutics
Director for 12 years

. : Call or WhatsApp +972.58.400.1948
Home Organizing & Decluttering

Liora Pinhas | 0533512938 For more information — Google Search for
“levine advancement of tinnitus”
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FOR SALE!
3 BEDROOM
APARTMENT

in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.

*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop
daily program
#30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish
*Trips, excursions & weekly live
musical performances
*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in
private Mamad room
*Transportation ideal. Walking
distance to buses & trains.
*Apartment & Machsan registered in
Tabu in your name
*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur
Mugan in Israel

OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE NEGOTIABLE.
To see apartment & ask questions, contact
Shmuel - Orgma Nechasim 050-7971552

Bs"d
WATERPROOF

SEALING SERVICES

* Leak detection + moisture

* Sealing solutions

» Water damage

* Roof coating

» Waterproofing, pools, porches,
stone walls, tiled roofs

» High standerd interior -

exterior painting —f==
* Licensed & insured

Mmildew
expert

shmuelnathan4d@gmail.com

052-840-5660

THE ENGLISH

UPHOLSTERER

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable?

Fine reupholstery and
leather repairs

BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED, BUILT TO LAST

Reupholstery in fabric or leather
Beautiful Collection of Fabrics
Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes
Highly skilled & Professional Work

Trained in Italy

23 years in business
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The Ten Commandments and the Book
of Ruth are two very different biblical texts,
yet they both will be read on the upcoming
festival of Shavuot. In Israel, where Shavuot
is celebrated for just one day, they are even
read on the very same day. These two texts
are as important to the intellectual appreci-
ation and religious experience of Shavuot as
blintzes and cheesecake are to the culinary
celebration of this beautiful holiday. Yet they
are strikingly different from each other. We
are puzzled to find them sharing the center
stage of this holiday.

After all, it is “The time of the giving of the
Torah!” What connects the Book of Ruth, a
simple pastoral tale, to the central theme of
this festival? Would not some other biblical
passage serve as a more apt companion to the
Ten Commandments? Why commemorate the
momentous occasion of God’s Revelation on
Mount Sinai with this charming, but surely
not momentous story?

To answer this question let us ponder the
plot of the Book of Ruth. It is often included
in anthologies of the world’s greatest short
stories where it is erroneously classified as a
tale illustrating that good deeds lead to happy
endings. But a careful reading of the book,
which I encourage all of you to undertake in
preparation for Shavuot, reveals that this story
is by no means merely an idyllic morality tale.

The characters of the Book of Ruth suffer
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

almost every conceivable human tragedy:
famine, betrayal, exile, sudden death, bereave-
ment, widowhood, loneliness, poverty and
shame. The book begins with the depiction of
a demoralized nation of Israel, devastated by
famine. One noble family deserts its brethren
and betrays its homeland. The family soon
experiences the pangs of exile. Its sons marry
women of an alien culture, further betraying
their heritage. Death strikes swiftly, leaving
three widows, and one bereaved mother.
Two of the women return home in shame
and loneliness, with a life of poverty in store
for them.

Both women, mother-in-law Naomi and
daughter-in-law Ruth, return home with hope.
Naomi’s is the hope of desperation. She has
no choice but to hope. But Ruth’s is the hope
of courage and commitment: “Wherever you
go, I will go; wherever you dwell, I will dwell;
your people shall be my people and your God
my God.” (Book of Ruth 1:16)

This makes for a stirring and inspirational
narrative. But the question remains: What
does this drama have to do with zeman
matan Torateinu, the “time of the giving of the
Torah?” Does this tale match up to the majesty
and power of the Ten Commandments? What
connection is there between God’s Univer-
sal Laws, His do’s and don’ts for the human
race, and this sad tale? How does this story,
in which God barely plays a role, find its way



into the liturgy of a day which celebrates the
most foundational religious experience? God
Himself utters the Ten Commandments, but
His name appears only incidentally in the
Book of Ruth!

For me, the answer is apparent. Two texts
are chosen for Shavuot. One tells of the laws,
standards, and requirements of a just and
successful society. The Ten Commandments
incorporate, as our Rabbis have demonstrat-
ed, the Torah’s highest values: compassion,
generosity, loyalty, and responsibility for
each other. The Book of Ruth proffers but one
example of a society which defies those values
with disastrous consequences, but achieves
inspiring results when it abides by them.

The Rabbis (Yalkut Ruth, 594) tell us that
the Book of Ruth is read on Shavuot, the anni-
versary of the giving of the Torah, to teach us
that one must be prepared for suffering and
poverty in one’s search to master Torah. Mas-
tery of Torah does not come easy, and a life
led according to the Torah’s precepts calls for
significant sacrifice. But eventually, the diffi-
culties entailed by a total commitment to the
Torah’s demands prove to be the very sources
of a life of happiness and fulfillment.

The tragic circumstances of the Book of Ruth
gradually recede. Loneliness is overcome by a
caring community, shame is lifted by under-
standing and forgiveness, poverty is ended by
charity, and widowhood is overcome by love.
Even the bereavement is eventually softened
by rebirth.

Rabbi Zeira in the Midrash (Ruth Rabbah
2:15) wonders: “This scroll teaches us nothing
about ritual purity or impurity, nor does it
inform us about what is forbidden and what
is permissible. Why then was it given a place
in the Biblical canon?” To which he answers,
“It is in order to teach us about the benefits

which ensue from a life lived with compas-
sion and loving-kindness.”

The Ten Commandments describe the ulti-
mate encounter of Man with God. Our sages
teach us that the Book of Ruth was written by
the Prophet Samuel. In it he tells us a story
which is but an illustration of the lesson that
our father Abraham taught us by his example
centuries before Samuel: “Loving-kindness,
exemplified by simple hospitality, pre-empts
even the direct experience of the Almighty’s
Presence!”

The Ten Commandments declare God’s
expectations of His people. The tale of Ruth
and Naomi epitomizes His people’s history.
Our people have known all of the tragedies
described in the story, and more. But as we
have persisted through those tragedies we
have come to glimpse what a truly benevolent
society can resemble. We have experienced,
albeit thus far never yet completely, the bless-
ings of redemption.

Those blessings result from our adherence
to the values of the Ten Commandments, one
of the texts we read on Shavuot. One example
of those blessings is described in the other text
we read on Shavuot, the exquisitely uplifting
Book of Ruth, which culminates in the birth
of King David, the symbol and progenitor of
the Messiah, with whom will come the final
redemption.

WE ARE HIRING! Amchaye - Health & Detox
Retreats is looking for a Salesperson
Requirements: Fluent English/Hebrew - Strong
communication/sales skills - Warm personality -
Ability to connect with people. We offer: Excellent
conditions for the right candidate - meaningful
work - opportunity to grow within the company

Please send your CV to: Amipykovski770@gmail.com
or call Ami Pykovski:052-896-7701

OU ISRAEL 21



HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
el ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
REHAVIA (HARLAP ST.)
Rare find! 2 apartments one above
the other (~ 110 sqm) + 90 sqm garden,
balconies, private entrances.

Great potential to combineinto a
duplex, high ceilings, near synagogues,
Theater, cafés, green parks, and more .
Exclusive! Zeev 055-4578979

ON QUIET BALFOUR ST., TALBIYA
Jerusalem’s “10 Downing Street.”
Spacious 3.5-room apt., ground floor
surrounded by garden, large Sukkah
terrace, sunny, great potential.
Near synagogues, cafés, restaurants,
City Center, and more.
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

FOR SALE IN MEVASERET ZION:
In the best part of Mevaseret, spacious
& sunny 8-room cottage. Large garden.,
beautiful private entrance, 2 parking
spots and a safe room, spacious attic,
flexible area, for teenager or else. 2-room
separate unit on the ground level -
for renting out or as clinic, studio etc.
High-quality community, near schools,
health centers, parks and playgrounds.
Exclusive! Tami 055-4335593

FOR SALE IN TZUR HADASSAH:
Sunny & spacious 5-room apt., beautiful
large terrace to view, 2nd floor, elevator,
private parking, storage, heating.
Perfect location: central yet near
playgrounds & nature, school &
community services, only 2,690,000NIS
Exclusive! Ronen 055-4337423

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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BECAUSE A
DRAWER
~ ISN'T AVAULT.

A WILL. AN ENVELOPE OF CASH.
YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S RING.

IFIT'S It \NT -
AT HOM

IT SHOU -1

'ATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem
) 24/7
T security

International

7\ Personal
/) standards

[ service

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.

300NIS OFF OF A YEARLY PLAN
WITH THIS AD THRU MAY

2. W .
. ‘ 1
) L =

*

36 Ext.2

www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building,
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv




THEATRON RESIDENCES

Refined Living With 5 Star Hotel Facilities

e
="

THE ART OF LIVING IN PRIME TALBIEH

Exquisitely furnished upscale apartments built to
the highest standards

4 LUXU RlOUS Variety of apartments from 170 to 230 sqm on one

level with private garden or succah terraces facing

APA RTM ENTS beautiful views

Experience Luxury & Comfort with MGallery Hotel

LEFT FO R SALE facilities: Indoor Pool & Wellness | Spa & Fitness Center

24/7 Security | Room Service | Chef Restaurant

Wy
il

i

E_%‘ﬁ_@ SOLE EXCLUSIVE MARKETING OFFICE CALL US TO SCHEDULE A VISIT!
: 1 +972-544-804767 | OFFICE@REALESTATEJERUSALEM.CO.IL
WWW.THEATRON-RESIDENCES.CO.IL




RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi »>y%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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What
Counts?

This week’s sedra begins with a continua-
tion of the census begun in last week’s — the
act that gives the entire book its English
name: the book of “Numbers.” Two things,
though, are puzzling. The first is the very act
of numbering the people. Jewish tradition
conveys two quite different - apparently con-
tradictory - attitudes toward the taking of a
census.

Rashi notes that this is not the first time
the people had been counted. Their number
(“about six hundred thousand men on foot,
not including women and children”) had
already been given as they prepared to leave
Egypt (Ex. 12:37). A more precise calculation
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had been made when the adult males each
gave a half shekel toward the building of the
Sanctuary (yielding a total of 603, 550; Ex.
38:26). Now a third count was taking place.
Why the repeated calculations?

Rashi’s answer is simple and moving:

Because they (the children of Israel) are
dear to Him, God counts them often. He
counted them when they were about to leave
Egypt. He counted them after the Golden Calf
to establish how many were left. And now
that He was about to cause His Presence to
rest on them (with the inauguration of the
Sanctuary), He counted them again. (Rashi on
Bamidbar 1:10)

For Rashi, the counting of the people was an
act of Divine love. Yet this is not the impres-
sion we receive elsewhere. To the contrary,
the Torah sees the taking of a census as pro-
foundly dangerous:

Then the Lord said to Moshe, “When you
take the census of the Israelites, as you count,
each must give ransom for his life to the Lord,
so that no plague strikes them when you
count them. (Ex. 30:11-12)

Centuries later, when King David counted
the people, there was a moment of Divine
anger, during which 70, 000 died. It seems
hard to reconcile the idea of counting as an
act of love with the fact that counting involves



great risk.

The second source of perplexity is the
phrase the Torah uses to describe the act of
counting: naso/se’u et rosh, literally, “lift the
head.” There are many verbs available in
classical Hebrew to indicate the act of count-
ing: limnot, lifkod, lispor, lachshov. Why, in the
books of Exodus and Numbers, does the Torah
resort to the strange circumlocution, “lift the
heads” of the Israelites?

To understand the revolution the Hebrew
Bible brought to the world, we have first to
enter imaginatively into the consequences
for humanity of the birth of civilisation. In the
earliest hunter-gatherer societies, people lived
together in small groups. There were, as yet,
no cities, no states, no large concentrations of
population. The Torah attributes the building
of the first city to Cain.! Cities emerged with
the birth of agriculture - in the fertile alluvial
plain in Mesopotamia between the Tigris and
Euphrates, and the well-irrigated Nile delta.

Twice in the book of Genesis the Torah
sketches a portrait of urban culture: first, the
Tower of Babel, second, the Egypt to which
Joseph is brought as a slave. They are both
highly critical accounts. In Babel, human life
was cheap (when the Tower was being built,
said the Sages, if a person fell and died, no one
noticed. If a brick fell, they wept). In Egypt,
entire populations — among them, eventually,
the children of Israel — could be pressed into
service as a labour force to build pyramids,
temples and monuments, many of which still
stand today.

The birth of agriculture and the growth of
towns had huge social implications. For the
first time, surplus wealth was possible and
could be stored in the form of money (initial-
ly, precious metals such as silver and gold). So

1. See Gen. 4:17.
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too, as populations expanded and the division
of labour became more elaborate, social strat-
ification began. Inequality — deep, pervasive,
and systemic — became one of the universal
features of the earliest societies. At the top was
the king, emperor, or pharaoh, seen as no less
than a god or child of the gods, who held a
massive concentration of power. Below him
or her were the various ranks of privilege:
court circles, military chiefs, administrators
and priests. The mass of the people — poor,
illiterate, expendable — was significant, wheth-
er as an army or a construction force, as a
mass, by sheer weight of numbers. Hence the
significance of censuses in the ancient world
(and in this respect, little has changed from
then to now). Size meant strength, military
or economic. Population counts gave rulers
information about the size of the army they
could muster, or of the income they could
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raise by taxation.

The religion of Israel is a sustained protest
against this view — military, political, and
economic — of the human situation. At this
distance in time, it is hard fully to appreciate
the breathtaking novelty, the transformative
potential, of the cluster of ideas generated by
a single revelation — that the human person as
such, man or woman, rich or poor, powerful or
powerless, is the image of God and therefore
of non-negotiable, unquantifiable value. We
are each equally in the image of God, therefore
we stand equal in the presence of God. Much of
Torah, Jewish history, and the development of
Western civilization is about the slow transla-
tion of this idea into institutions, social struc-
tures, and ethical codes.

It should now be clear why the taking of a
census is fraught with spiritual risk. The num-
bering of a people is the most potent symbol of
humankind-in-the-mass, of a society in which
the individual is not valued in and for him- or
herself but as part of a totality whose power
lies in numbers. That is precisely what Israel
is not. The God of Israel, who is the God of all
humankind, sets His special love on a people
whose strength has nothing to do with num-
bers, a people that never sets itself to become
an empire, that is never commanded to wage
holy war in order to convert populations,
that was and remains tiny in both absolute
terms and relative to the empires with which
it was and is surrounded, standing as it does
at the vulnerable crossroad between three
continents.

Both questions with which we began are
now answered. There is a difference between
a human census and one commanded by
God. David’s was a human census. As Israel’s
second king, he had laid the foundations of a
nation. He had waged successful wars, united



the tribes, and established Jerusalem as his
capital. Shortly after his death, Israel reached
its zenith as a power in the Middle East.
Under Solomon, through strategic alliances, it
became a centre of trade and scholarship. The
Temple was built. It must have seemed at the
time as if, after many centuries of wandering
and war, Israel had become a power to rival
any other. It was a short-lived, cruelly-shat-
tered illusion. Almost immediately after Sol-
omon’s reign, the kingdom split in two, and
from then on its this-worldly fate was sealed.
A history of defeats, exiles and destructions
began, which has no parallel in the annals
of any other nation. The Hebrew Bible is
not wrong in seeing the starting-point of this
decline in the moment at which David acted
like any other king and ordered a census of
the people.

A Divine census is utterly different. It has
nothing to do with strength-in-numbers. It has
to do, instead, with conveying to every mem-
ber of the nation that he or she counts; that
every person, family, household is held pre-
cious by God; that distinctions between great
and small, ruler and ruled, leader and led, are
irrelevant; that we are each God’s image and
the object of His love. A Divine census is, as
Rashi says, a gesture of endearment. That is
why it cannot be described by the usual verbs
of counting — limnot, lifkod, lispor, lachshov.
Only the phrase naso/se’u et rosh, “lift the
head”, does justice to this kind of enumera-
tion, in which those entrusted with the task
are commanded to “lift the head” of those
they count, making every individual stand
tall in the knowledge that they are loved, cher-
ished, held special by God, and not merely a
number, a cipher, among the thousands and
millions.

There is a wonderful verse in Psalm 147
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which we say every morning in our prayers:
“He counts the number of the stars and calls
them each by name.” A name is a marker of
uniqueness. Collective nouns group things
together; proper names distinguish them as
individuals. Only what we value, do we name
(One of the most chilling acts of dehumanisa-
tion in the extermination camps of Nazi Ger-
many was that those who entered were never
addressed by their names. Instead they were
given, inscribed on their skin, a number).

God gives even the stars their names, all
the more so human beings — on whom He has
set His image. God counts to signal to us that
each of us counts, for what we are as individ-
uals, not en masse. He “lifts our head” in the
most profound way known to humankind, by
assuring each of us of His special, enduring,
unquantifiable love.

That is the nature of the census in the book
of Numbers. As the Israelites prepared to
become a society with the Sanctuary - visible
home of the Divine Presence - at its centre, they
had to be reminded that they were to become
the pioneers of a new and revolutionary social
order, whose most famous definition was given
by the Prophet Zechariah as the Israelites pre-
pared to rebuild the ruined Temple:

“Not by might, nor by strength, but by My
spirit, says the Lord.” (Zechariah 4:6)m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

“M’lo Khol Ha’aretz K’vodo”

On Chag Shavuot, we read the opening per-
ek of Sefer Yechezkel as the haftarah for the
day. It is in this chapter that the navi portrays
the “Ma’aseh Mercava”, Hashem’s revelation
of His heavenly throne, to Yechezkel. This pro-
phetic vision was considered so impactive, so
mystical and so easily misunderstood, that the
Mishna in Megilla (25a) states: “Ein Maftirin
B’Merkava”, that we may not read this proph-
ecy for the haftarah... so why do we???

The answer lies in the self- same Mishna,
where it quotes the view of Rabbi Yehuda who
does permit the reading and, furthermore,
the Gemara (on 31a) states that we follow his
view. It is, however, quite rare to find the Tal-
mud establishing the halacha according to the
view of the minority! Unquestionably, Chazal
must have found a powerful reason to ignore
the majority opinion in favor of accepting
the view of Rabbi Yehuda, to allow the public
recitation of “Ma’aseh Mercava”. It is up to us,
therefore, to uncover what reason they might

have had and why our Rabbis felt it particu-
larly fitting for the holiday of Shavuot.

In his commentary on that Gemara, Rashi
states that Shavuot marks the day when, like
Yechezkel, Israel experienced a revelation.
And, although the Torah mentions that Israel
heard Hashem’s words but saw no image of
Him (see D’varim 4; 12), the Tanchuma states
that they did see 22, 000 chariots of angels
that accompanied G-d to Har Sinai. Rashi
relies on that Tanchuma.

Rav Yehudah Shaviv, attempting to unravel
the underlying logic of the Tanchuma suggests
that the scholars assumed that, if Hashem
shared the vision of a heavenly chariot accom-
panied by fire and cloud to but one person,
Yechezkel, it is only logical that, if thousands
of people also saw a prophetic vision accom-
panied by fire and clouds, Hashem would
have certainly shown thousands of chariots
to such a gathering.

The Zohar, on the other hand, simply posits
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that Yechezkel’s vision took place on Shavuot,
as did that of B'nai Yisrael, and this was why
Chazal insisted that it be read on Shavuot.

Rav Shaviv, however, shares his own rea-
son for Chazal’s choice of this haftarah. The
theophany experienced by Israel at Har Sinai
was the most powerful revelation of Hash-
em’s glory ever, having been witnessed by
three million people!!! As one of my rebbeim
once said, it was an unimpeachable historical
event, having millions of onlookers who could
testify to its veracity.

Yechezkel, who prophesied in the galut, also
had a revelation. As Israel entered its first Dias-
pora after having seen the destruction of their
land and their Temple, it was only natural for
them to believe that Hashem had abandoned
them. Yechezkel’s then opens his prophecies
with his theophany, that took place NOT at
Har Sinai NOR in Eretz Yisrael, but at N'har
K'var in Babylonia. That important fact taught
the exiles that they were NOT abandoned -
because Hashem is with them even in galut.

If so, we must realize how wise and sensitive
our Rabbis were by leaving such an important
message to the newly exiled nation. Our nation
should understand how G-d watches over
them at the sanctified Mt. Sinai, in the Holy
Land and even in the darkness of Exile.

Two thousand years of the horrors of galut
should have taught us thet.

Indeed, “m’lo khol ha’aretz k’'vodo”.m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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In Parashat Vayigash, the Torah describes
the moment when Yaakov Avinu learns that
Yosef is still alive. The brothers return from
Egypt and deliver the astonishing news:
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“They told him all the words of Yosef that
he had spoken to them... and he saw the wag-
ons that Yosef had sent to carry him, and the
spirit of Yaakov their father was revived.”

At first glance, the verse seems straight-
forward. Yosef sent wagons to transport his
father to Egypt and seeing them convinced
Yaakov that the message was genuine. Yet
Rashi famously cites a Midrash that reads the
verse more deeply. The word Agalot (wagons)
alludes to eglah arufah - the last topic of Torah
that Yosef and Yaakov had studied together
before Yosef was sold. Through this subtle
hint, Yosef demonstrated that he remained
spiritually connected to his father, and Yaakov
recognized the message.

However, the Da’at Zekenim MiBa’alei
HaTosafot offer a different interpretation. The
agalot that revived Yaakov’s spirit were not
symbolic references to eglah arufah. Rather,

1. Bereishit 45:27
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they referred to the actual wagons described
later in the Torah, in Parashat Naso.

In Parasat Naso, the leaders of the twelve
tribes- the nesi’im - bring offerings for the
dedication of the Mishkan. Each nasi brings
his own korban, and the Torah describes their
gifts in painstaking detail. Indeed, the repeti-
tion of these offerings is what makes Parashat
Naso the longest parasha in the Torah.

When the Torah summarizes the offerings,
we find a striking pattern: Twelve silver bowls,
twelve basins, twelve golden ladles - everything
appears in groups of twelve, corresponding to
the twelve tribes. Yet at the beginning of the
section we encounter something unexpected:
Wy DY 2y 12 WY 107 DHTR MR

“DRVIN Y Y N - 2

“They brought their offering before Hash-
em: six covered wagons and twelve oxen—
one wagon for every two princes.”?

Here the pattern changes. Instead of twelve
wagons, one for each prince, there are only
six. Why is that?

Rabbi Yissocher Frand? suggests a profound
explanation. The nesi’im were clearly not try-
ing to economize. These were leaders who
spared no expense in honoring the Mishkan.
If they wished to reduce costs, they could have
done so in many other aspects of the offer-
ings. Rather, their decision was deliberate and
symbolic. Each prince brought his own indi-
vidual korban, representing the unique iden-
tity of his shevet. Yet such individuality carried
a potential danger. If every tribe acted entirely

2. Bamidbar 7:3
3. Rabbi Yissachar Frand; On the Parasha Vol IT



on its own, differences could easily evolve into
competition, rivalry, and division. The princes
therefore made a conscious statement. While
their offerings would be distinct, their wagons
would be shared. Two princes per wagon.

By sharing the vehicles that transported the
sacred materials, they demonstrated that even
while maintaining their individual identities,
the tribes remained interconnected parts
of a single nation. Difference did not mean
separation.

This insight allows us to understand the
comment of the Da’at Zekenim. When the
Torah says that Yaakov saw the agalot and
his spirit was revived, it alludes to the future
wagons of Parashat Naso. It was the wagons
that symbolized the unity of the tribes.

Yaakov Avinu’s life had been shadowed by
a troubling historical pattern. Avraham had
two sons, yet Yishmael was excluded. Yitzhak
had two sons, yet Esav was rejected. Would
the same tragedy repeat itself?

For years Yaakov believed that Yosef had
been lost. Perhaps, he feared, the covenant
would again continue through only some of
his children. Perhaps one tribe, or one broth-
er, would ultimately be cast aside.

Even now, upon hearing that Yosef lived,
another concern remained: What about the
relationship between Yosef and the brothers?
Would old jealousy resurface? Would resent-
ment linger? Then Yaakov saw the agalot. Not
merely wagons, but a vision of the future, a
glimpse of a time when the descendants of his
sons would remain distinct tribes yet united
as one people. He realized that the family
would not fracture. The tribes might differ
in character, mission, and blessing, but they
would still move forward together.

At that moment, “0iyax apy? M7 °NNY” - Yaa-
kov’s spirit was revived.

The symbolism of the wagons carries a
timeless message. Judaism never demanded
uniformity. The twelve tribes were never
meant to be identical. Each shevet possessed
its own personality, strengths, and spiritual
path. Yehudah embodied leadership, Yis-
sachar scholarship, Zevulun commerce, and
so forth. However, diversity was never meant
to lead to fragmentation.

The wagons teach that distinct roles can still
share the same vehicle. One may travel a differ-
ent path yet still journey toward the same desti-
nation. This idea lies at the heart of the Jewish
people’s enduring strength. Our unity does not
emerge from sameness. Rather, it emerges from
the recognition that beneath our differences lies
a shared covenant and shared destiny.

Yaakov Avinu understood that if his descen-
dants could preserve the balance of individu-
al identity alongside collective responsibility,
then the future of Israel was secure. Perhaps
this is why the Torah records that the sight
of those wagons revived him. For in them he
saw more than transportation. He saw the
blueprint of Jewish survival: many tribes,
one nation; many voices, one covenant; many
journeys, one destiny.

When we remember that lesson and we
learn to carry the Mishkan together, even
while standing as individuals, we too fulfill
the vision that gave Yaakov renewed life. For
the true strength of Am Yisrael has always
been the ability to travel forward, side by side
in the same wagon, as a unified people.

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
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at Mizrachi-Tzemach David Women'’s Learning Hub
54 King George, Yerushalayim

Shiurim (in English) throughout the night from 10:30 pm until
Tefillat Shacharit kVatikin with Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi, Rav
_ Meir Goldwicht, Sivan Rahav-Meir, Rabbanit S.hani Taragin,
Rav Joel Kenigsberg and chaburot throughout the night offered
: by Mizrachi Lapidot teachers

10:30-11:00 prh. Opening Chaburot
11:15 pm-12:30 am Rabbanit Shani Taragin
- 12:45-1:25 am Rabbanit Yemima Mizrachi
' 1:30-2:20 am Sivan Rahav-Meir
2:25-3:20 am Rav Meir Goldwicht
3:30-4:15 am RavJoel Kenigsberg
4:16 am Walk to Kotel for Tefillat Chag HaBikkurim

Velicious Treals
will be served!
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The only mobility scooter

without Gramma!
SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

————— For a FREE DEMO Call ———

077-9562833

For more information, visit our website at:
movinglife.co.il/torah24

movinglife’

life changing solutions

NAFTALI HAMMER

REAL ESTATE AGENT AND PROPERTY MANAGER

‘Q_ BUY * SELL * RENT * MANAGE
HASHMONAIM * JERUSALEM * MODI'IN * NETANYA

Beautiful 114 sgm, 4 rm apt,

3.5 bath, 23 sgm balcony-

approx 12 sgm Sukkah. Parking
SALE + storage. Move-In Ready!

9.3M NIS

New Construction: 4 rm apt.
136 sgm. 3.5 bath. 44 sgm
FOR Sukkah balcony. Parking +
SALE storage. 20/80 deal

7.7M NIS

New Construction: 4 rm apt
Colony 148 sgm. 2.5 bath, 34 sqm
Sukkah balcony. 2 parking

FOR spots + storage.
10M NIS

New Construction: 3 rm apt
82 sgm. 2 bath, 9.5 sgm
Sukkah. Parking + storage.
SALE 15% now/85% at completion.
3.42M NIS

New Construction: 7rm

Eshkol  pyplex PH apt. 197 sgm plus
FOR 44 sgm Sukkah Balcony.

12.1IM NIS

5rm apt. 150 sgm 2.5 bath,
;9“ enclosed porch, 2-parking
spots + storage. 3.740M NIS

(HASHMONAIM' Spacious House

Semi-Detached ,9-rms., 345 sqgm, 300
sgm lot. 5 BR, 4 BA. Large living/dining
52& area. Eat-in kitchen, garden with
2 pergola & parking. “Bonus 2BR unit
w/safe room, full bath, salon & kitchen
5.99M NIS
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Powertul
Preparation

It is fascinating to realize how much prepa-
ration the Torah dedicates to the holiday of
Shavouth. We have the 49 day count, which
automatically builds anticipation and yearn-
ing. We then have the week itself before Sha-
vouth that is replete with special energy. On
Rosh Chodesh the people come to Har Sinai,
and one feels the anticipation mounting. The
week before Shavouth we have a day referred
to ‘yom hamyuchas’ a day we were told that
we are the chosen and special nation. Like-
wise, we have the ‘shloshet yemei hagbalah’
the three days of preparation. Why does Sha-
vouth have so much build up?

The Sefer Hachinuch offers a classic answer
when explaining the mitzvah of Sefirat HaO-
mer. The count is in order to build an excite-
ment and anticipation towards the receiving
of the Torah. This anticipation is in order to

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
0o58-558-2630

All brands, all models .ﬁ

& In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between.

Service within 24 hours.
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underscore the importance of Torah as the
essence and totality of our lives. Each year as we
enter into this time we remind ourselves of the
centrality of Torah and ensure that we realign
our values with that of the will of Hashem.

R. Biderman in Be’er Hachayim suggests
that one method of tapping into this energy
is through focusing during the week prior
to Shavouth in the tefilla of Ahava Rabbah.
This tefilla is the quintessential tefilla asking
Hashem to help enlighten our eyes in Torah,
and enabling us to experience the beauty and
love of Torah. Indeed, many yeshivot despite
learning the entire night of Shavouth, would
spend a few hours reciting Ahava Rabbah on
Shavouth morning. Where one invests their
heartfelt tefillot is an indication of what is
really important for them.

Another reason why there is so much build
up toward Shavouth is because it is a yom
hadin. Similar to Elul which prepares for the
yom hadin of Rosh Hashana, the 49 days of
sefira, are a preparation of the yom hadin of
Shavouth. The Shelah Hakadosh notes that the
yom hadin of Shavouth is on one’s ruchniyus
for the entire year. On Shavouth it is decided
how many times we will be inspired when we
daven. How often we will be inspired by listen-
ing to a shiur. How much we will be influenced
by our spiritual mentors to make changes in
our lives. While Rosh Hashana decides how
much money we will be given during the
course of the year, Shavouth is how much we
will be inspired spiritually over the year.

Sefirat Haomer is a time of working on one-
self in increased Torah learning, and middot



improvement. It is a time to show Hashem
and ourselves how this is the focal point of
our lives, readying ourselves for this time of
judgement. Minhag Yisrael is to learn Torah
the night of Shavouth, and to complete sefer
Tehiilim on the day of Shavouth. Being moser
nefesh to devote oneself on the day of Sha-
vouth for both learning and tefilla is a zechus
to be able to be judged for a year replete with
spiritual opportunities of growth and connec-
tion. m

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

71979 NNYY NI
77X 12102 APy’ oYY

' ZHUBRAK
CLARK & WASSER

: ‘_H_:'fifhere are more than
- 10 commandments
. inthe tax code.

| Beautlful
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Perhaps the most well known tradition
associated with the Yom Tov of Shavuot is
the custom to stay awake the entire night, in
symbolic anticipation and preparation for
the reenactment of Kabbalat HaTorah. As we
recall this seminal event in Jewish History
each year, we may actually be fulfilling a fas-
cinating mystical concept as well.

There is a teaching in the Mishna, (Pirkei
Avot 1:15) which introduces to us the con-
cept of the frequency of Torah study. The text
teaches us in the name of Shammai: “Asei
Toratcha Keva”- Make your study of Torah a
kviut- an established, regular part of your daily
life.

On the simplest of levels-this is very obvi-
ous, in order for a Jew to live life as a Jew, to
fulfill all aspects of Jewish ritual and living,
one must be engaged in the on-going pursuit
of knowledge, and continue to address all of
life’s issues through the lens and guidance of
the eternal wisdom of the Torah HaKedosha.

The Talmud, (Masechet Shabbat 31 a)
echoes this sentiment: “Amar Rava: beshaa
shemachnisin adam ladin omrim lo....kavata

Kosher villa by the sea in Netanya

rom 000 is pe
inimum two nights,
idweek specials

Pnina:
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42 TORAH TIDBITS 1661 / SHAVUOT - NASO

itim latorah?” “Rava said: When a soul appears
before the Heavenly tribunal to be judged, he
will be asked: ‘Did you set aside time for the
study of Torah?”

The Rambam, in the opening chapter of
the laws of Talmud Torah, spells out in specific
terms the importance of regular Torah study
and some of its parameters. In the eighth
entry he writes:

“ Kol Ish Miyisrael chayav b’talmud torah,
bein ani, bein ashir, bein shalom b’gufo, bein
baal yisurin, bein bachur, bein shehaya zakein
gadol shetashsash kocho. Afilu ani hamit-
parneis min hatzedaka umchazer al hapeta-
chim, v’afilu baal isha uvanim-chayav likboa lo
zeman letalmud torah bayom uvalaylashenee-
mar-“V’hagita bo Yomam Valayla (Yehoshua
1:8)...”

“Every Jew is required to study Torah,
whether impoverished or wealthy, healthy or
ill, young or old and weak. Even a beggar who
is dependent on charity, and who must go door
to door, and a man with a wife and family to
support must devote time to study Torah day
and night, as stated in the verse: “and you shall
discuss it day and night... (Joshua 1:8).”

It seems the Rambam adds an additional
stringency to this idea of regular Torah study-
that one must set aside time to study regular-
ly both bayom-during the daytime as well as
balayla- in the evening.

There is a fascinating statement which
might help us better understand this idea,
in the first comments of the Magen Avra-
ham, the important legal work and com-
mentary on the Shulchan Aruch written by



the 17th Century Sage Rabbi Avraham Abele
Gombiner.

In the very first entry in this work, he Buying in Jerusalem
wrote: “Beshelah Katuv: sod lechibeir yom . .
velayla betorah oh betefilla, bein baboker, bein JUSt gOt BEBlIED
baerev...” “It is written in the Shnei Luchot
HaBrit (two tablets of the law written by
the 16th Century Kabbalist Rabbi Yeshayahu

Guiding English-speaking buyers
through every step - with local
expertise and a personal touch.

Horowitz, of Prague): it is a mystical fundamen-
tal to join together day and night with Torah
study or with prayer, both at daybreak, and at
nightfall...”

What exactly is the Kabbalisitc significance
that the Shnei Luchot Habr:it refers to, in
joining the day and night or night to day,
through either Torah or Tefilla?

Shlomo HaMelech in Mishlei (Proverbs)
wrote- “Ki Ner Mitzva, v’Torah Ohr”-‘Each
mitzva is like a candle and the Torah is light.

The Chasidic Masters often speak of the
analogy of the light of Torah outshining the
darkness in the world. When a Jew brings a
little bit of Torah into the twilight zone at the
end of each day, or from the night into the ear-
ly hours of the morning, symbolically, mysti-
cally they are contributing to bring the light of
the Divine into this world which is often seen
as being full of darkness and confusion.

Perhaps this is another possible reason for
the custom to stay awake studying Torah the
entire night on Shavuot. On the very day we
anxiously and joyously prepare ourselves to
once again symbolically stand and accept the
Torah at Sinai, we simultaneously and sym-
bolically help to bring the light and perspec-
tive of Torah into this world of confusion. On
Shavuot we rejoice that we have received the

Renovation Gem
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B Nachlaot-Sha'arei Hesed
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3.5 bed - 8Im? - Private
garden - Fully furnished
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Prime Rehavia
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gift of Torah as a source of guidance and inspi-
ration which helps to bring light, clarity and
meaning to our lives, and to the world around
us.... Chag Sameach! m
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Luxurious Penthouse in Baka, 175 sqm, Sukkah Elegant apartment in Rehavia/Shaare Chessed, 120
balcony, double-height ceilings, storage room, sqm,4 bedrooms, balcony with open views, elevator,
parking spot. private storage room.
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m, Sukkah terraces with beautiful views, 2 private parking spots,

Prestigious Penthouse in Old Katamon, 376 sq
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Sunlit apartment in Talbieh, 168 Magnificent apartment in Rehavia, Exceptional 300 sqm penthouse,
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\ RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

As a therapist and guide, the prominent
author of Living in the Presence, Rabbi Dr.
Benjamin Epstein, integrates traditional
mindfulness with spiritual and cognitive-be-
havioral techniques. In advance of Zeman
Matan Toraseinu, the celebration of the giving
of the Torah on Shavuos, my dear friend (and
bandmate) shares the following instructive
ma’aseh:

There was a busy Chassidishe businessman
who had been procrastinating and putting
off his regular visit to see his rebbe. When
he finally found time to visit, he decided he
would stay for Shabbos and leave immediate-
ly after.

Normally, he would receive a warm wel-
come from the tzadik upon arrival, but this
time the rebbe barely acknowledged him.
The chasid felt insulted and asked if every-
thing was okay. The rebbe looked at him and
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responded: “A chasid who can’t stay until
Sunday doesn’t need to be here on Shabbos
either.”

The chasid regretted the way he had come
to his rebbe, had a change of heart, and said,
“Im here as long as the rebbe wants me to be.”

That Shabbos at Shalosh Seudos the rebbe
taught the pasuk of Matan Torah: Vayomer
Hashem el Moshe, Alei Alai heHara, veHeyeh
Sham (Shemos 24:12), “Come up to me to the
Mountain and be there.” The rebbe asked,
“What does the seemingly extra phrase
veHeyeh Sham teach us? Sometimes there’s
a chasid who is coming to see his rebbe, and
while on his way, he’s already leaving. So cer-
tainly, even when he is there, he isn’t really
there.”

Hashem tells Moshe — and instructs each
one of us — that it’s not enough to ascend
the Mountain. T just want you to be with Me,
veHeyeh Sham, be there.

When it comes to celebrating Shavuos,
Zeman Matan Toraseinu, the Time of the Giv-
ing of Our Torah, there are a lot of Minhagim
that come along with it. Whether it’s learning
Torah all night, going to the Mikveh at dawn,
or eating milchigs, we sometimes go about the
Yom Tov like busy ‘businessmen’. It’s easy to
forget that the main focus of Shavuos is simply
to stop, be present, and ‘receive the Torah’. On
Shavuos, Hashem invites us to come up to the
Mountain of Revelation and just be there with
Him.

A common misconception regarding Shavu-
os is that the primary way to celebrate it is
through learning Torah. Kabbalas haTorah is



not the same as Limud haTorah; receiving the
Torah is not the same as learning Torah.

Every day, we pursue the value of Talmud
Torah K’neged Kulam, “The Torah study takes
precedence over all.” All year round, we
attempt to observe VeHagisa Bo Yomam v’Lai-
la, “and meditate in it day and night;” there is
no set time for the Mitzvah of Talmud Torah.
We are called to Torah day and night, every-
where, at all times. Thus, ‘Limud HaTorah’,
studying, is not essentially connected to the
observance and celebration of Shavuos.

On Shavuos we simply aim to relive the
experience of Revelation, our Maamad Har
Sinai, “standing in awe at Mount Sinai”. We
focus on experiencing our collective joy
at receiving the Torah. This experience is
beyond the activity of delving into the infor-
mation, the mitzvos, and the philosophy of
Torah. It is beyond observing the specific Min-
hagim of the Yom Tov. Shavuos is a holiday
of Dveikus, “being with Hashem”, connecting
with and celebrating our relationship with the
Nosein HaTorah, the Giver of the Torah.

Zohar teaches, Istakel b'Oraisa uBara Alma,
“Hashem looked into the Torah and created
the world.” Torah predates Har Sinai, and
therefore even when we are not learning, we
are connected to it. On Shavuos, we realize
that Torah is the context of our lives; Ki Heim
Chayeinu... ‘Torah is our life itself.’

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovations

This brings us to a deceptively profound
and deep teaching of our Bubbies and Savtas:
“Shavuos is the best of the Shalosh Regalim,
the Three Festivals. On Pesach we may eat
wherever we want, but not whatever we
want. On Sukkos, we can eat whatever we
want, but not wherever we want. But on
Shavuos, we can eat whatever we want, when-
ever we want, wherever we want!”

Whether we are davening or reciting the
Tikkun Lay! Shavuos in shul, celebrating at
home, or eating Milchigs or Fleishigs at a Yom
Tov Seudah; whether it is day or night, we
are sleeping or awake, the main expression
of Zeman Matan Toraseinu is the awareness
of this special opportunity to “be with Hash-
em.” Whatever we are doing it is to celebrate
our receiving of the Torah by affirming that
Torah embraces and addresses every facet of
our lives. Wherever we are, whatever we are
doing, Hashem wants us to “be with Him, ”
and to enjoy! ®

Excerpt from Rav Judah’s upcoming “Bad-
erech: Along the Path of the Torah” (Summer
2026/5786)

Rav Judah Mischel is executive director of Camp
HASC, the Hebrew Academy for Special Children.
He is the founder of Tzama Nafshi and the author of
the “Baderech” series. Rav Judah lives in Ramat Beit
Shemesh with his wife Ora and their family.

e

SEAVIEW. ISRAEL EORIAUISY.OURSPROPERTA

NEEDS

o= 0586927574
\ E‘,j’ Property Management
and Maintenance =]

ey

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya &beyond ™}

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom

OU ISRAEL 47



This Week's Inspiration
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al Torah Learning with OU Israel (1) Ri(q
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UESDAY OU Israel is supported by the Jewish AR Jewish
Federation of Broward County &/ Federation
~ MAY 26 ) ik

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:10 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaMNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM
Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

Scan to Join the Whatsapp
Group of the OU Israel

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’'s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/!!!

Maodiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

92:15AM
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20AM

Contemporary Issues

in Halacha and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony Mannin

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

DRGE]

#THEOUISRAEL

PLEASE NOTE:

ALL PROGRAMS AND CLASSES
WILL OPERATE STRICTLY

IN ACCORDANCE WITH
HOME FRONT COMMAND
GUIDELINES. PLEASE SCAN
THE ATTACHED QR CODE

TO JOIN OUR WHATSAPP
GROUPS FOR ALL

SCHEDULE UPDATES.

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

Community Beit Midrash Program
@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon, Corner
of Leib Yaffe and Siegfried Moses
Street

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Modern Masters Rabbi Baruch
Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 P.M
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
(the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

SPECIAL EVENT:
Women's Division Sefer

Yehoshua Tiyul




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS 054-281-4604 or to donate onlin

hit

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 Sponsored by
academic year by the The Jewish Legacy Foundation
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David 2"l
'7”T ,0{j727 N2NVI VNN DNNAN A 7TID DN
7’1 ,'7T'N DINI QY7 A'IX N2 A 2aY

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter
for the refuah shleimah
Sponsored for of their granddaughter
the 2025-2026 academic year Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”|

'7’T INYT N2 XN'O VaW'IX Sponsored for
the 2026 academic year

nnwa 171v7
'7”T AW |2 210 DWI A’V DANAN DA DD

Dedicated by Sponsored for the 2026 academic year

Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger AW 177

in loving memory of their parents »
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and TMTINTIT R ATIATY AT N AN

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha [.]

Dedicated anonymously Lilui Nishmat

Rochel Chana bat Harav Shimon a”’h THAN K Yo U

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year

l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”I :
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”’h, Sponsm A ShlUI‘,"TOr&thb]IS

and Mordechai ben Moshe 2" please contact
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”’h, »
zichronam livracha, Josh Churney.

parents of 054-281-4604
Judy & Menachem Marcus o
or donate online

Dedicated for the year in memory of ://www.ouisrael.or

Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”I donate/ou-israel-center/
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz — @ @ @ | I e




advocate.
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OUISRAE

OU Israel | Women's Division
Dorot: Pllommens (hocr
Weekly Choir Sessions
Under the direction of Hadassah Jacob

Bringing the Words
of Torah to Life!

NEW LOCATION
Diskin 1

To join, call Hadassah at 052-384-7230
OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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SEEERMEHOS HUANMNUBEO RNV ONIEN S

Thursday Morning, May 28 e

Join tour guide Rivi Frankel as we visit the Yarden River, where Bnei
Yisrael crossed into the Land and enjoy a breathtaking view from
Mitzpe Yericho overlooking the entire area. We'll also meet Mitzpe
Yericho Mayor Aliza Pilichowski (a fellow Nach Yomi participant)
and hear from her husband, Rabbi Uri Pilichowski, noted Israel

«Bus Leaving from both Yerushalayim and Beit Shemesh.
S Timing and details available at the registration link below.

o i
L5 -.’:"—".‘,.' --’;*l' ¥
s ) ;_-,‘! U ke
Sl

L.ORG/EVENTS/YEHOSH

Ll

s > ||-.
[ T

ATIYUL

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “*American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shanl. Jersalem

052-713-2224

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

b/\ Flying Soon? PR
Travel with Confidence [HEr.

; \uEd
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting af $40
sales@lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001




’i ‘m i OU Israel and Beit Knesset HaNassi present

_ <~ SHAVUOTNIGHT OV

THURSDAY, LEIL SHAVUOT | 6SIVAN | MAY21 | 10:45 PM-4:45 AM
BEIT KNESSET HANASSI, 24 USSISHKIN STREET, RECHAVIA

10:45PM Ruth’s Return (and her Lessons for us All)
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

11:45PM “A Dilemma at the Front Lines:
Add to Shabbat or Avoid Breaking It? Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg

12:45AM Medinat Yisrael-A State to Celebrate and Contemplate
Rabbi Sam Shor

1:45AM Why Choose a Nation, and Why Choose Us?
Rabbi Jesse Horn

2:45AM Halachic Man:The Stories Rav Soloveitchik
Loved to Tell and Their Meaning for Qur Lives y.
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider :

3:45AM After Mt. Sinai...Why Did We Blow it?
Rabbi YY Rubenstein

+.
%

4:45AM Megillat Rut
5:05AM Shacharit

Schedule is subject to change

Dedicated in the merit of a refua shleima for Itamar Menachem Refreshments
ben Naomi Henia, grandson of Rabbi Nachman and Faiga Kahan Served All Night
- Additional Sponsorship and dedication opportunities k

available, for more info contact jchurney@ouisrael.org

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG



| p] Kids' follel

(ages 9-14) from
0U Israel's Torah Initiatives-meaningful Torah
learning for parents and children together

—

From Rovelstion To Ros ponsibil s
By Rabbi Jeremy Perlow | Deputy Director of Torah Initiatives of OU Israel
PART 2: WHEN MOSHE BREAKS THE ,mim>

What happens after an amazing, clear moment?
BneiYisrael heard Hashem's voice at Har Sinai.
Doing the right thing should have felt obvious and
easy after that, right?

PART 1: AVERY FAST FALL!
n:as mnve
Sapn R N7 TE YRt oyn R ]
oabR N2TNRY P TR 1IN JION-DY Oyn
Right after Har Sinai, when everything was so
clear...B'nei Yisrael made the Golden Calf.

DISCUSSION

» How could they mess up so guickly after
such a powerful moment?

» Do you think they already forgot what it
was like when Hashem spoke with them
all at Har Sinaif!

SHARE Think of a time when:

» You felt really inspired (camp, a shiur, a
special moment)

» You decided:"I'm going to change
something!"

» Did it last? Why or why not?

» Bigldea

Sometimes strang feelings don't last

forever. Real change takes more than just

vray minaw
TR0 KT INEDTOR 37F TURD 'n:!2
ringn IR I RPN Nl qrom nShm
) NOD DOR 3¢
Moshe sees the Golden Calf... and smashes
the Luchot!
Now let's take a look at how Hashem feels
regarding Moshe's decision. ..

13 naw 3
277 Sy N0 P2 erTRED ooenT 1R
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IMMZa PR NAaTee nD e wph
Hashem says to Moshe: "Yasher koach for
breaking them!”
» Wait... What?! Why would Hashem
agree with Mashe’s decision to break the
Luchot?

The first Luchot were fully from Hashem. The

second Luchot? Moshe helps make them,

» Hashem wanted Moshe to break the first
set of Luchot so that B'nei Yisrael could
partner together with Hashem to build
the second set.

DISCUSSION
Is something more meaningful when it's
perfect... or when you help build it?

i o
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Which one of these do you think would be
more helpful for you in the long-run? Why?

PART 3: NOT IN HEAVEN “x*n oomwa R5”
25 oraa
nan ubnzy o nNT 0 opga NS
ey ADN RYRYN 1P NPT
The Torah is NOT in heaven!
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Rabbi Eliezer tries to prove he's
right with open miracles — even a voice
frorn Heaven says that he is correct! Rabbi
Yehoshua responds: s bmaga Y- [The
Torah] is not in Heaven,  rather it is our
responsibility to decide the Halacha.
» Think About This: Even when a Heavenly

voice speaks. .. we don't follow it

DISCUSSION
» Why doesn't a miracle decide the answer?
» RabbiYehoshua responded that the

BIG IDEA

Hashem gave us the Torah and trusts us
to learn it, think about it, and apply it.
That’s a BIG responsibility! Hashem gives
us this responsibility because He wants
us to work hard to understand, further
develop, and apply the Torah to our lives.
He believes we can do it and we have to
believe in ourselves as well!

WRAP UP

Shavuot is not only about hearing

Hashem speak once. It is about

something even harder:

» Keeping going even cnce inspiration
fades (as we learned in Part 1)

» Learning from our mistakes (as we
learned in Part 2)

» Believe in our ability to work hard and
succeed in our efforts to understand
the Torah (as we learned in Part 3)

Maybe the greatest part of Har Sinai

isn't what happened there, but what we

continue to do after the experience ends...

FINAL FAMILY CHALLENGE
TOGETHER, DISCUSS:

» What is one small thing you
can take from Shavuot this
year that you can plan to keep
doing even after the feeling of
inspiration fades?

—add



OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Our Sages instituted many decrees relat-
ing to the possible mixture of milk and meat.
One such decree is the prohibition against
making dairy bread — meaning bread baked
with dairy ingredients such as milk or butter
mixed into the dough. Since dairy bread often
appears identical to regular pareve bread, and
because bread is a staple of nearly every meal,
Chazal were concerned that one might mistak-
enly eat dairy bread together with meat, there-
by violating the prohibition of Basar Bechalav.

Nevertheless, there are certain exceptions
that permit the production of dairy bread, as
we will discuss below. This halacha is partic-
ularly relevant in connection with the upcom-
ing holiday of Shavuot.

The Gemara in Pesachim (36:a) rules that
although making dairy bread is generally
prohibited, if it is made “Ke’ein Tura” it is
permissible both to produce and consume.
There are different interpretations of this
term. Rashi and several other commentators
(see Hagahot Sha’arei Dura 60:2) explain it to
mean that one may bake only a small amount.
In halachic terminology, this is referred to as
a Davar Mw’at — literally, “a small amount.”

The rationale is straightforward: a small
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quantity is typically designated for immediate
use at a specific meal, and therefore the bak-
er will remember that the bread is dairy and
use it only for a dairy or pareve meal. Chazal’s
concern was primarily with larger quantities
that might remain for a later meal, at which
point one could forget that the bread is dairy
and inadvertently eat it with meat.

Shulchan Aruch rules, following Rashi, that
a “small amount” refers to enough bread for
only one meal (YD 97:1). Any quantity beyond
that is prohibited. If one baked more than this
amount, the entire batch would become pro-
hibited for consumption.

Rema (ibid), however, citing the Terumat
HaDeshen, disagrees and maintains that the
amount of bread normally consumed over
the course of one full day is still considered
a Davar Mw’at. Although the source of this
dispute is not entirely clear, it would seem
that according to Rema, one day is still consid-
ered a short enough period that a person will
remember the bread’s dairy status.

The ruling of Rashi appears quite strict and
inflexible. According to Rema, however, sever-
al practical questions arise.

For example, if someone bakes dairy challot
on Thursday for Shabbat, would the passage
of time prohibit the challot from being con-
sidered a Davar Muw’at? Another question con-
cerns Seudah Shlishit. In many communities,
especially in shul, the meal can continue past
shekiyah. Would one then be required to stop
eating dairy challah once Shabbat has ended?

The answer to these questions is



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

straightforward. Although Rema permits
enough bread for one full day, the definition is
based on the amount normally eaten for that
occasion — not necessarily on a strict twenty-
four-hour period. Therefore, if it is clear that
the challot were baked specifically for Shab-
bat meals, they may be baked on Thursday for
use on Shabbat. Likewise, regarding Seudah
Shlishit, if the challah was baked for the meals
of that day, one may continue eating the left-
overs even after shekiyah, since the original
baking was within the permitted amount.

Aruch HaShulchan (YD 97:4) and other
authorities’ further rule that the measurement
of a Davar Muw’at depends not only on one indi-
vidual, but on the number of people partici-
pating in the meal. Accordingly, a large family
may bake a much greater quantity of dairy
bread, provided it will be consumed within
the permitted timeframe. The same applies to
large festive meals, such as a Sheva Berachot or
Brit Milah, where the permissible quantity is
determined by the expected participants.

Based on this ruling, later poskim discuss
a case in which dairy bread was baked for
alarge gathering, but due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances the guests did not arrive or the
meal was canceled. Are the leftovers still
permitted, even though they will not be con-
sumed that day?

The later poskim rule that since the bread
was initially baked in a permissible man-
ner, the decree against dairy bread does not
“reappear” afterward. Therefore, even if the
leftover bread remains for several days, it is
still permitted for consumption (see Arugat

Habosem 97:4, Darchei Teshuva 97:5).

The same principle applies to Shabbat
challah. However, if challah is consistently
left over each week, it would indicate that too
much is being baked, and the amount should
therefore be reduced. Regarding baking dairy
bread for one day and then freezing the left-
overs for future use, this would also appear to
be permitted according to Rema.

As mentioned above, Rema rules that dairy
bread baked for one full day is still considered
a Davar Mw’at and is therefore permissible.
Rema further notes that this opinion is support-
ed by the custom of baking dairy challah for
the dairy meal on Shavuot. Similar customs are
mentioned by other authorities as well.

However, according to those who follow
the ruling of Shulchan Aruch, one would need
to make a recognizable change in the shape
or appearance of the challah to indicate that
it is dairy. This serves as another method of
permitting dairy bread, a topic that will be
discussed further in future installments.

Darchei Teshuvah (97:33) adds that even
according to the Rema, one may bake only

FOR RENT
LUXURIOUS
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enough dairy challah for the first day of Yom
Tov. One would not be permitted to bake
dairy challah initially for Yom Tov Sheni (the
second day observed outside of Israel), since
that exceeds the one-day limit established by
the Rema.

This ruling is relevant in Israel this year
as well. Since Shabbat immediately follows
Shavuot, one should not bake enough dairy
challah for both days together. If this was
done, the challah would be prohibited unless
it was made in a clearly unique and recogniz-
able shape indicating that it is dairy.

However, as explained above, if dairy chal-
lah remains from the Shavuot meals, the left-
overs may still be consumed on Shabbat.

*  Chazal permitted making dairy bread
when it qualifies as a Davar Muw’at (“small
amount”).

Shulchan Aruch defines a Davar Mu’at
as enough bread for one meal, while the
Rema permits enough for an entire day.
The permissible amount depends on the
number of people participating in the
meal. Leftovers from such a permitted
baking remain permissible.

There is a custom to prepare dairy chal-
lah for Shavuot. Ideally, the bread should
only be baked for the first day of Yom
Tov.

If one wishes to bake a larger amount of
dairy bread, the bread should be made
in a distinctive shape so that it is clearly
recognizable as dairy.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?

Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

How docs AIM ASSIST work

O 02-653-T111

all in English

g"_*s o A‘M
S, - ASSIST

4 oficei@aim.co.dl

Trusted medical care in Israel for over 37 years.

Need Medical Assistance in Israel?

With over 37 years of experience assisting English-speaking patients,
ATM Assist removes the stress. AIM conneets you quickly and
privately with leading doctors, specialists, and diagnostic services
across Israel without the confusion, delavs, or language barriers,

Whether vou need routine specialist care or an urgent consultation,
ATIM Assist helps vou get seen faster by the right doctor.

Need to renew your prescription?
AIM Assist can help coordinate a consultation with a local physician
g0 vour medication can be renewed while you are in [srael

£ 054-202-0967
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HARD
IN THE GOLAN RAMA

DESIG

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

MNew premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Villas starting
For more information contact Daniel Cohen from 2.85m NIS

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il

20/80 payment terms
— o ivery Summer 2028
Sl L 0 BN O==ESON Dehveny Summar 2028




MATAN SUMMER YHHY|)M

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES
[4
In memory of Dr. Dodi Fishman Tobin z'l l,'\/ E Ei u\Wv‘/

Sunday, June 28 - Thursday,luly16 )

| T S

THE POWER OF COMMITMENT:
Covenant, Obligation and Choice in Jewish Thought and Text

High-Level, Text-Based Torah Classes | Weekly Tours

cJein us for a shiur, a day, a week, or the whole program

Enjoy classes from scholars such as: Rabbanit Malke Bina - Rabbanit Dr. Adina
Sternberg - Dr. Elana Stein Hain - Gila Fine - Rabbi Johnny Solomon - Rabbanit Karen Miller
Jackson - Leah Silver - Malka Hubscher - Miriam White - Rabbanit Nechama Goldman
Barash - Rabbanit Penina Bernstein - Pnina Savery - Rabbanit Dr. Sharon Galper Grossman
Rabbanit Dr. Tamara Spitz - Sarina Novick - Sepha Kirshblum - Yael Leibowitz - and more!

[ 4240 (]

.d-
e
u

WWW.MATAN.ORG.IL | INFO@MATAN.ORG.IL | E@OEHA|*9862 IE! R

OPEN TO WOMEN AND MEN



Dental OR
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The only private clinic in the Sharon, el

officially certified by the Ministry

of Health to perform dental

treatments under IV sedation and ‘

general anesthesia. n}ﬂﬁgn

Premium dentistry
under ———

GENERAL ANESTHESIA
(3) smemenn AR

while you sleep. “\.._:#

g\ DENTAL IMPLANTS
j Restore function and confidence

with precision and comfort.

"\ FULL MOUTH -
@ REHABILITATION @E? Stress-Free
i Dentistry

quality of life—completely
stress-free.

SAFE & MONITORED SAVE TIME EXPERT TEAM
Your safety is our Comprehensive care Specialsts in advanced

top priority. in faewer appointments.

dentistry & anesthesia.
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The Mountain of Faith

All religion rests upon a leap of faith. Believ-
ers see the traces of Hashem in nature and his-
tory, while atheists attribute history to human
decisions and nature to evolutionary forces.
Faith is ultimately a choice. We choose wheth-
er to accept the traditions handed to us by our
parents and teachers, and whether to see the
hand of Hashem within the world around us.

What makes Judaism distinct is not that it
can be proven through pure reason or ratio-
nal argument. What makes it distinct is where
that leap carries us. Our mesorah does not ask
us to leap back to the dream of a lone mystic
or to the private prophecy of a single individu-
al claiming divine revelation. We leap back to
a singular moment in history when Hashem
spoke directly to an entire people assembled
at the foot of Har Sinai.

We did not merely witness signs or won-
ders, nor did we rely upon someone else’s
prophecy. We heard His voice and received
His word directly. Ma’amad Har Sinai cannot

BROTHERS
8L MOVING CO.

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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be proven with certainty any more than any
other faith claim can. But once we choose to
trust our mesorah and return to Har Sinai,
our faith rests upon direct divine revelation
and not merely upon dreams, visions, or pri-
vate prophecy.

Only Hashem can deliver absolute truth.
Human beings live within a maze of half-
truths. As much as we strive for truth, it
always remains somewhat elusive. Even in
our interpersonal relationships, as much as
we try to be honest, we rarely expose the full
truth. Tact and social etiquette require us to
choose carefully what to reveal and what to
withhold about others. At times, halacha itself
permits, and even encourages, partial distor-
tion of truth for the sake of darchei shalom
and harmonious social interaction.

Even within our own hearts, honesty is
rarely complete. We construct narratives
about who we are, and those narratives are
not always fully true. To some degree, we
need them in order to cope with failure, dis-
appointment, and frustration. When those
self-narratives drift too far from reality, we
begin living duplicitous lives. Yet most people,
even those sincerely striving for honesty, still
reshape parts of the truth in order to preserve
a workable image of themselves.

The closest we come to absolute truth is
through Torah and through commitment
to His will. Truth is the foundation of our



encounter with Hashem. As David HaMelech
asks in Tehillim, “Who may reside in the tent
of Hashem and who may dwell upon His holy
mountain?” One who “speaks truth within his
heart.” The more we strive for truth, the clos-
er we draw to Hashem, who is the ultimate
source of truth.

This is why dishonesty is treated so severe-
ly in the Torah, especially falsehood uttered
under oath or within a courtroom. A legal
system represents humanity’s attempt to
come as close as possible to truth in order to
uphold justice and moral order. False testi-
mony harms not only the immediate victim.
It undermines the fragile human effort to
uncover truth itself.

Modern society is facing a crisis of truth.
The internet revolutionized the manner
in which we exchange information. It was
assumed that free and effortless access to
information would lead humanity toward
greater truth. Unfortunately, the sheer volume
of information and the resulting overload
have made it increasingly difficult to separate
fact from fiction. Social media delivered the
next blow to humanity’s ability to distinguish
truth from falsehood.

The internet provided a vast library of
information, while social media became a cul-
tural force shaping human perception. Algo-
rithms further distort the search for truth.
Earlier forms of the internet still required
people to actively search for information.
Social media constantly pushes information
toward us, selecting content designed to keep
our attention. Since anger, conflict, and sensa-
tionalism attract more attention than careful
thought or nuance, distortion spreads more
quickly than truth.

And now we stand before a tsunami that
may further sabotage humanity’s ability to

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

detect truth. Artificial intelligence allows
for the manufacture of information, videos,
images, and even human voices that can
appear entirely authentic. It can generate
an exponential flood of content, making the
search for truth feel like searching for a nee-
dle in a thousand haystacks. We still have little
understanding of where this revolution will
ultimately lead or how deeply it may reshape
humanity’s relationship with truth itself.

The further we drift from truth, the further
we drift from Hashem. This danger is not
merely social or moral; it is deeply religious.

It therefore should not surprise us, even if
it is deeply frustrating, to watch our enemies
weaponize falsehood against our people and
our country. They fabricate bizarre myths
about the way we conduct our wars and level
wildly disproportionate accusations against
us. Neither our country nor our army is
entirely free of mistakes or wrongdoing, but

German Colony Unique Apartment! New on
the market!! 125 + Sukkah balcony, TAMA
startingimmediately, large storage, parking.
Price: 7.8M NIS (flexible). Rechavia Garden
Apartment! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
separate unit, massive garden, parking.

Shifra Lopian 0526735300
Rivka Talesnick 0526969956
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the scale and imagery used to portray us often
bear little resemblance to reality.

During the recent confrontation with Iran,
this contrast became even more pronounced.
Iran poured enormous resources into an end-
less stream of fabricated videos and manipu-
lated images designed to conceal the scale of
its actual losses on the battlefield. At times it
felt as though two entirely different realities
were being presented: one rooted in distortion
and the other far closer to reality.

None of this is incidental. Our struggle in
Eretz Yisrael is not merely about building a
Jewish state. It is about bringing Hashem into
this world through His people, in His Land.
Those who oppose us may not articulate it in
theological language, but beneath the hatred
often lies a deeper resistance to the presence
of Hashem within history. It is therefore not
incidental that falsehood becomes one of the
primary weapons used against us, while we
struggle to hold firmly to truth.

Every year on Shavuot we renew that choice.
We once again take that leap and return to
the mountain of faith. We return not only to
strengthen our emunah, but to deepen our
inner religious life and reaffirm our commit-
ment to Hashem’s word and His will. Shavuot
also renews our mission of bringing Hashem
into a world that often refuses to believe.

That process began at Har Sinai, when

Hashem first revealed Himself to our people.
We were tasked with representing His will
and modeling a life of covenant and com-
mitment. Part of that mission is to spread
the truth of Hashem throughout the world.
By standing up for truth and battling false-
hood, we strengthen His presence within this
world. m

=
T Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the market at a Great price!

Shachrai Street, Bayit Vegan - Ground floor

4 rooms, nicely renovated, 2.5 bathrooms, 2.97m NIS
Great opportunity to buy a

brand new apartment in Rechavia!

3 apartments left, 3-5 rooms from 3.97m NIS

In a finished, brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 &4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking and
Shabbat elevator, 2 rooms - 1.97m NIS; large 86m

3 room - 3.07m NIS and 4 rooms - from 3.79m NIS

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm

b Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

PROF. MENACHEM MARCUS, M.D.
BOARD-CERTIFIED RHEUMATOLOGIST

Specizlizing in Arthritis and Osteoporosis
Ultrasound guided injections for carpal tunnel trigger fingers

Do you have painful or swollen joints?
Have you fractured a bone over age 60?

60 REHOV DISKIN, JERUSALEM 02-563-5673
Voted one of the "Best Doctors" in the NY/NJ region for 22 consecutive years
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Ehud Manor 20, For Sale

Endless sea view from this gorgeous, new apartment
on the 30th floor of the newest luxury hui]ding in Ir—

Yamim. Modern kitchen, spacious master-suite.

Briga Towers, For Sale
Most luxurious upgraded apartment, in the top-of-
the line building, 1st line to the sea, stunning views,
maodern Habitat kitchen, can be sold furnished.

H&T Property Investments

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

+ High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205
Midreshet ‘?}],‘T,I?_JI Moriah

Family, friends, alumnae, past & present faculty, are invited to an

Evening in Memory of

Rabbi Meyer Berglas 21

Wednesday, May 27, 2026

Doors open: 7:00 pm
Event begins: 7:30 pm

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Led.

077-2320996

17021

SiMm
Tanach

Midreshet Moriah - Azarya 1, Baka, Jerusalem
info@midreshetmoriah.org
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VO)Nefesh
WO)A B'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS

ISRAEL

MAHJONG AFTERNOON

Join us for a lively afternoon of Mahjong—where every tile brings
excitement, connection, and the chance to show off your skills.

Monday, May 25 | NBN TLV Center

HEBREW HAPPY HOUR

Nefesh B'Nefesh and Beit Daniel invite you to join us for a
short Hebrew lesson followed by mingling with Israelis and
fellow Olim over cocktails!

Wednesday, May 27 | NBN TLV Center

wh Bl
Irqnf_lpjlun

i r—

TRANSLATION STATION

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.

Tuesdays, NBN Aliyah Campus JLM | Thursdays, NBN TLV Center

OVERSEAS - TELL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

& MEDEX

MEDEX NEW JERSEY

An exclusive opportunity to advance your medical career in Israel.
Connect with Ministry of Health officials and get hands-on support
for every stage of your licensure process.

SUNDAY, MAY 31| NEW JERSEY

ISRAEL DAY PARADE ON FIFTH

March for Israel alongside the Nefesh B'Nefesh float
in the 2026 Israel Day Parade on Fifth.

SUNDAY, MAY 31 | NEW YORK

b
S aa CELEBRATE ALIYAH PARTY
" ceLeeraTE | Come support and celebrate 2026 Olim as they begin their incredible
ALIYAH journey. Enjoy an evening of BBQ, bounce houses, family-friendly
PARTY activities, and music with DJ Raphi.
- y.‘aﬁ NEW JERSEY | MONDAY, JUNE1 | TORONTO | TUESDAY, JUNE 2
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot 1:4 -
The Ideal Way to Study Torah with Others

“Yosi ben Yoezer of Tzereidah said: Make
your house a meeting place for sages. Roll
in the dust of their feet and thirstily drink
in their words.” (Avot 1:4)

The phrase, “roll in the dust of their feet”
implies that one must humbly interact with
rabbis when one is in their presence. Rashi
takes this approach and understands “roll in
the dust of their feet” as directing a student to
serve the sages. He must become an aid avail-
able to him at all times.

Rav Chaim Volozhin offers a novel way
to understand this phrase ‘mitabek be’afar
ragleithem’ (roll in the dust). He compares this
phrase with the verse in the Torah: “A man
wrestled (avak) with him” (Bereshit 32:25), a
reference to Yaakov wrestling with the angel.
Thus, this term in the Mishnah, mitabek sim-
ilar to avak, is teaching that we are required
to ask, challenge, and debate Torah teachings

| =sze SUNDAYS
' Live on Zoom
9PMIL [ 2 PM EDT

OLIM PAVEWAY

TOOLBOX TALKS

of tachlis >
pavéway

for olim.

B3 Toolbox Archives: hiips: fwwiyoulube.com/BOlimPaewiyViteo
Q Register here: hitos//oimesrewarycomiall-evenis)
@ Olim Paveway: hitp/ slimosvewny com G

GO0
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- even when learning from rabbis. At the
same time, “we sit in the dust of their feet, ”
which means the debate must be carried out
respectfully and with a recognition that we
are learning from those who possess much
great knowledge. (Ruach Chaim, 1:4).

One of the remarkable qualities of the
time-honored way we study as Jews is the
healthy debate which animates Torah study.
We arrive at the truth when we learn from
one another and sincerely evaluate the
redeeming qualities in differing viewpoints.
Rav Kook, in one of his celebrated teachings,
comments on the phrase “The Sages increase
peace in the world” (Berachot 64a) with the
following insight:

“Some mistakenly think that world peace
will come about only through uniformity of
opinions and characteristics, and for that rea-
son, when they behold sages investigating the
Torah , and thereby multiplying the sides and
opinions, they assume that the sages bring
controversy, which is the opposite of peace.
In truth, this is not so. True peace cannot
come to the world other than by diversifica-
tion. There must be made visible all sides and
opinions, and it must be clarified how all have
their place, each according to its value...”(Olat
Re’iyah, vol. 1, pp. 330-331, translation Naor,
The Koren Rav Kook Siddur, p. 267)

Only when we are willing to challenge one



another and be open-hearted and open-mind-
ed can we as a community arrive at truth
which brings wholeness and peace to the
world.

Rav Kook's dear friend, Rav Aryeh Levin, lov-
ingly known as ‘the tzaddik of Yerushalyim,’
emphasized the humility needed when we
study together with others. Rav Aryeh cited
the beautiful teaching of the sages quoted by
Rashi (Shemot 12:3) which depicts the way
in which Moshe studied together with his
brother Aharon. Rav Aryeh expounded on
Rashi’s words; “Moshe would lower his head
and say to his brother Aharon,
“You speak first.” Aharon would
then lower his head and say to
Moshe, ‘You speak first.” A sin-
gle voice then emerged between
them.”

Rav Aryeh explained that
Moshe could easily have
thought to himself: ‘If I heard
the Law directly from God, why
must I first hear the opinion
of my brother Aharon?” And
Aharon could have also had the
thought in his heart: ‘I am the
older brother, why must I give precedence to
my younger brother?” And yet, each one want-
ed to learn first from the other. Both displayed
exquisite modesty and humility. (R’Aryeh
Haya Omer, Raz, p. 282)

Rav Aryeh placed special emphasis on the
sensitivity that must be shown to others in
every area of life. This sensitivity must be car-
ried over when studying Torah with others as
well.

r" ’,\

A CARING SHIELD
In a similar vein, Rav Kook offered an
exquisite explanation of a unique term
employed to describe the Sages in the Talmud:

Rabbi Aryeh Levin zt”]

o2
o'oY
m e

077-2050015
052-2678749

golanechasim@gmail.com
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REHAVIA: 4-room apartment, large terrace,

great view, elevator, bright, parking, 5,600,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4-room apartment, 88m, ceiling height
5.3m, Shabbat elevator, balcony, 4,850,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Selection of 4-5 room apartments
and stunning penthouses in a brand-new project,
high-end finish

baalei tresar (master of the shield), which
refers to the sages when they are debating
an issue (see Berachot 27b). Why does the
Talmud refer to the rabbis as
“shield bearers?” Rav Kook
explains that Talmudic scholars
engage expressly in a defensive
war - not a debate with an all
out assault to annihilate the
opposition.

Since the rabbis recognize
there may be an aspect of truth
in the opposition, the true schol-
ar must primarily bolster and
affirm their own position. Thus,
one defends their position, the
same way a shield is used for
defense. A scholar never looks to demean or
belittle the other. When engaged in a sincere
search for truth one remains ever aware of
disagreeing honorably and with deep mutual

g Do AVRAHAM, CUMDLE DO

Are you still living with
Digestive Issues?

1-on-1 personalized program for women
struggling with 185, Constipation,
Reflux, Bloating & Brain Fog, backed by
30+ years of experience

Book Your Consultation Today
Pencnal cars. Bsal reulta. Lanting changs.

(5] thogutheatingecialista eom 7154 FILIEN
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respect. (Ain Aya, Berachot 27b, piska #5, p.111)
HARMONIZING TORAH STUDY
IN THE HOLY LAND

Rav Kook believed that Torah study has
been impacted negatively by the long exile.
Torah study has been plagued by excessive
debate and a lack of harmony among the
great sages. With the return of Torah study to
the sacred atmosphere of the Holy Land, Rab-
bis will interact more amicably and a more
natural, organic flow of Torah thought and
intuition will once again come to the fore.

What is the basis for Rav Kook’s novel
idea? A striking source found in the Talmud
is the amazing episode regarding Rav Zeira.
In preparation for his aliyah to the Land of
Israel, he fasted one hundred fasts in order
to forget his learning of the exile, so that he
could learn Torah afresh in the Land of Israel.
(Bava Metzia 85a)

What in particular did Rav Zeira intend to
forget? Rashi offers the following stunning
idea:

Rav Zeira wished to forget the style of study
practiced in Babylonia. The method of study
in Eretz Yisrael was one of cooperative anal-
ysis and an unargumentative search for the
truth, which flowed smoothly as oil. In con-
trast, the Babylonian scholars of that period
were accustomed to joust with each other and
attempt to disprove each other without always
training an eye on the objective truth. (Rashi
according to the Maharsha, Ben Yehoyada,
also see Artscroll Talmud which quotes this
explanation: Bava Metzia p. 85a note #32) m

._ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
g on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price

s 10T Torah Tidbits readers.
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Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

* STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
* FAST DELIVERY
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BEN BARD PLAYERS
present

COPENHAGEN

A Play by Michael Frayn
Winner of the Tony Award 2000

Produced & Directed by Barak Bard

THE STORY OF HOW THE NAZIS
NEVER GOT THE BOMB

May 27 & 28 June 2,3,4,10& 11
At The Jerusalem Khan Theatre

David Remez Street 2, Jerusalem

Tickets 110
02-630-3600 www.khan.co.il

RENOVATED 3 BDRM APT FOR SALE
IN SAN SIMON CLOSE TO KATAMON
HORKANIA ST #16, SHORT WALK TO SAN
SIMON PARK, ACROSS FROM GONENIM

84 SQM, 3 BDRMS, 1.5 BATHS, PARKING
2ND FLOOR WALK UP (34 STEPS)

9 SQM STORAGE WITH PRIVATE ENTRANCE
AND WINDOW ON ENTRANCE LEVEL

OPEN VIEW OVER WEST JERUSALEM
ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,490,000

ILANANELSON  054.5341403
www.integrityrealestate.co.il

Moy URinnevet

In Yavneel

10 min
from
Kinneret

Luxury
8- bedroom villa
(For up to 25 people)

Spacious grounds
with lots
of activities

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
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Days of Health eills
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Last Chance
Only 10 Rooms Left!
R. Yuval Asherov Hacohen

Real Solutions for Real Health

® ¢ @ ¥
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A Life- Changing Health & Detox
Experience at the Nir Ezion Resort

Dudu Fisher Dr. Rachel Shapira Sivan & Yedidya
Live Concert Cancer Researcher Rahav Meir

31/5 - 4/6 2026 @ 055-2119918
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MATALE
ADUMIM
NEW PRICE

™ PRIVATE OASIS
FULLY RENOVATED

Hagilgal St
355 SQM Built

GREEK
COLONY
RENT

LOCATION
Yehoshafat S5t
47 SQM

RECHAVIA
RENT

GARDEN
APARTMENT

- Ben Maimon Blvd
o E'E"'"' 134 SQM Built

KIRYAT
HALEOM
»! RENT

I

MODERN

LUXURY
Heichal Hamishpat

ARNONA

¥ TRUE FAMILY
APARTMENT

Hashofet Chaim Cohen
95 5QM

o | zAvYIT,

312104 == EFRAT

VA =

sl DUPLEX
PENTHOUSE

Mattityahu Hacohen

Yaniv Gabbay
052-614-1442 4

Elia Gabai
052-8629208

GABAIREALESTATE.COM

EIN KAREM
UNDER 2M NIS!

SINGED URBAN
RENAWAL

4 Amazing Investment
% Opportunity

ARNONA

gNEW

SOPHISTICATED
LIVING

Israel Eldad St
106 SQM

SAN SIMON

SPACIOUS INTERIOR,
VIEW, BRIGHT

Shai Agnon St
122 sgQM

GREEK
COLONY

I8 PRIVATE HOUSE
8 Yoav St
588 SQM Built

DEKEL,
EFRAT

COTTAGE
Ma'ale Kfar Etzion

167 SQM

m"  DEKEL,

4 ﬂ EFRAT

SEMI-ATTACHED COTTAGE
INCREDIBLE VIEWS

Zecharia St
206 SQM Built

Aliza Berkovich % LM

058710-4119 S




RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE

AN PAYP)
977 1251 YT DTN )2 DIDN HNRY

On Shabbat, with our kids put-
ting their shoes on my husband’s pants, in an
Israeli climate etc., my hushand’s clothes often
get dusty/dirty to a degree that embarrasses
me. The other week, I hit his suit firmly with
my hand to remove most of a particularly bad
patch of dirt. He said that was assur; I was
taught otherwise. Who is right?

Each of you has a reasonable
claim. We will explore different factors,
approaches and gray areas.

Classical libun involves using an agent
(usually, water) to remove a substance that
is embedded in a fabric. Cleaning that lacks
either water or absorbed substance is apt to
either only violate a Rabbinic prohibition or,
often, be permitted.

One of the test cases is found in Shabbat
147a. The gemara says that one who shakes

DREAM HOME @
@ ELECTRICAL {i:/} INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
CARPENTRY @ PAINTING % REPAIRS

© AVRAHAM :058-7997833 o JERUSALEM & SURRONDING AREAS
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out his garment on Shabbat violates a Torah
prohibition. Rashi explains that this refers to
shaking out dirt, and Tosafot says that this
could not be libun (due to lack of water — Rit-
va) but rather it must be talking about shaking
out dew. The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim
302:1) rules like Tosafot, but the Rama cites
Rashi’s position, which includes dirt in the
prohibition. Sephardi poskim disagree about
which opinion to follow (Ohr L'Tzion 11:24:1
— stringent; Yalkut Yosef (OC 302:9) — lenient),
but the consensus among Ashkenazi poskim
is that libun could apply to shaking off dirt
(Mishna Berura 302:6).

However, the gemara sets conditions for
violating libun in this case: the clothes are
black and new, and one is makpid on their
cleanliness. This is because a non-classic
cleaning is forbidden only when these factors
make the cleaning significant enough. The
Be’ur Halacha (to 302:1) posits that there are
not fully three separate conditions. Rather,
when it is black and new, particularness is
assumed until it is clearly missing, whereas
without those objective factors, only when
one is particularly makpid is it forbidden.

Each of the factors needs clarification.
Poskim say that black includes other dark
colors (see Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 15:28-
29). New also likely includes something that
“looks new” (ibid.). These qualities are hard to



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.
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Enhancing Jewisir Life

quantify, but note that, generally, most people
save their best-looking clothing for Shabbat.
The degree of hakpada is also elusive. Orchot
Shabbat (13:25) describes it as whether one
will go out with it without cleaning (what lev-
el of alternative existing is unclear.) Shemirat
Shabbat K’hilchata (ibid.) differs slightly — he
would not put it on dirty. Perhaps there is a
machloket if he would not choose to wear it
but he would not remove it once on. He adds
that if one is makpid only because of Shabbat’s
honor, that is not called makpid.

Another factor relates to the modes of clean-
ing. Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata (ibid.) says
that even when it is permitted based on the
above parameters, that is to bang it softly, not
to shake vigorously or hit hard with a hand.
In the context of removing a clump of mud
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 302:7), the Be’ur Halacha
(ibid.) says that it is permitted when a mark
of dirt remains. He similarly argues (to 302:1)
that the prohibition of shaking off dirt when
one is makpid is only when it becomes totally
clean. Some argue that in the standard case,
a mark from dirt/dust will remain and yet it
is still forbidden (see Dovev Meisharim I1:61;

Halichot Shabbat (Lintzer) VIII:11).

A factor that is difficult to decide is whether
the threshold of hakdpada is different for the
clothes’ owner and the person who is clean-
ing (i.e., your case). The Be’ur Halacha (ibid.)
leaves it as an unanswered question whether
that is considered makpid. It is also unclear
if your husband is not personally makpid
but defers to you — does that turn him into
makpid?

In summary, there are many opinions and
factors with gray areas, and so both your
claim and your husband’s claim each have a
reasonable basis. If you do this often, it is even
possible that sometimes it is permitted and
sometimes not. What your policy should be
in the future is a good question that we cannot
solve unequivocally.

Having a dispute?

¢ For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Netanel Shimoff
Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice
Work Accidents | Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

\S

SHIMOFF AZOULAY

Law Firm

Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial
Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts
Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Wills & Estates

O 02-5660002 9 King George 16 A Jerusalem @ Office@aslegal.co.il @ aslegal.co.il

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
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Shavuot is a holiday that seems to include
two very contradictory concepts. On one hand
it is the day we received the Torah from God -
a very spiritual day. On the other hand it also
includes many physical components which
are listed below.

1) The holiday is also called Chag HaKatzir (
The Harvest Festival ), celebrating the produce
from their hard physical work in the fields.

2) During the time of the Beit Hamikdash
one of the special mitzvot of the holiday was
the mitzvah of hanafat shtei halechem — the
korban of raising the two breads. This cere-
mony was in order that their breads and oth-
er foods ( physical objects) would be blessed
and be bountiful.

3) The korban of the Shtei Halechem is
also called Mincha Chadasha - a new mincha
sacrifice. While all other mincha sacrifices
must not be chametz - this one, brought on

American Trained and Licensed Acupuncturist,

Premium Services brought to your Home!
Specialized senvioes aleo include;
1 v s Ami-Agisg Tochniques
v » Persanal Pysieal Tesising
» Traditionad Chinese Medicine

Prognamy £ Bresdh buses « Herbal Medicines
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win-Site bn the Jerasalem and Maodiin areax

Wery Reasnaahle Rates?

053-365-7737
michaelmbennettél3@gmail.com
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Shavuot, is actually supposed to be chametz .
Chametz is usually connected to the physical
aspects of man.

4) During the time of the Beit Hamikdash
Shavuot was when people began bringing
bikurim - first fruits to the MIkdash. Again,
most korbanot must not include honey or
leavening - dvash or seor which are actually
brought in the Bikurim ( “honey” from the
dates).

5) It is a judgment day for fruits - (physical
blessings).

6) In the Torah there are two seemingly
contradictory verses related to Azeret, another
name for Shavuot. One says “ Azeret ’lHashem
Elokecha - the holiday of Azeret is for God”
(Dvarim 16:8) and “ Azeret Tehiye Lachem —
the holiday of Azeret is for you.” (Bamidbar
29:8). Are we supposed to celebrate Azeret by
only doing spiritual things for God — daven-
ing, learning Torah, all day and night- which
would seem appropriate for such an auspi-
cious day as the giving of the Torah? Or are
we supposed to spend the time doing things
for ourselves as well- like eating and drinking
festive foods? The Gemara ( Psachim 58:2) says
that whereas with the other holidays there is
a dispute whether they are all for God or part
for God and part for us — all agree that related
to Azeret it is 50-50. It is not meant to be a day



like Yom Kippur —only spirituality. Why so?

The Torah was given to humans - as it says
in Berachot ( 25:2) "Lo nitna Torah Imalacehi
hasharet — the Torah wasn’t given to angels".
The spiritual Torah was given to us to teach
us how to live in this physical world. That’s
why the holiday has those two names "Chag
matan Torah" - spiritual, and "Chag Hakat-
zir" — physical. We are not meant to live like
hermits removing ourselves from the world
around us. The Torah helps us bring the spir-
itual into the physical world that we live in.
Half the day for Hashem and half the day for
us to celebrate our receiving the Torah and its
mitzvot while eating, drinking, singing, and
rejoicing. The Torah was given and is contin-
uously given to us humans. Let us enjoy this
amazing present. Chag Sameach!

Sorry to disappoint all those who wanted
another new cheese cake recipe for Shavuot
—this year I decided to include a cute meaty
recipe instead. This is an easy, yummy dish
that comes out looking like the small modest
mountain where God gave us the Torah. Chag
Sameach.

¢ 1/2kilo ground chicken, turkey or meat
e 1-3tsp Cumin
. tsp Pepperl

¢ 1-3tsp Garlic
*  Salt, to taste

e Oliveoil

*  8small potatoes, peeled and cooked
» Paprika

*  Parsley

Combine the first 5 ingredients to form one
mixture. If you like things spicy add more
spices —less spicy if you like it less spicy. Mix
well. Spread out on a baking sheet. Spray with
olive oil. Bake at 200 for 15-25 minutes or until
done. Take out and cool. Slice into small rect-
angles. (These meat sticks can be made ahead
and frozen). Arrange the cooked potatoes on a
flat baking dish. Sprinkle with a bit of paprika
and parsley ( the flowers of the Har Sinai pota-
to). Lay two of the meat sticks on top of each
potato. You can attach them upright with a
toothpick or skewer if you prefer. Spray with
a hit of oil on top. Serve hot. Have fun with
this recipe — let the kids come up with their
own additions.

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your heme in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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[0 T 21V TIWnN

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Law Offices & Notary

‘l.

Tama 38 and Renovation

Construction Projects Moshe Raz,

Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

IN JEWISH HISTORY
AND JEWISH EDUCATION

», Apply for Summer ‘26 | gsjs.touro.edu

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet
Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish history and
thought or Jewish education. Or audit courses that interest and

inspire.

Fully online via ZOOM (offered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships ¢ Noted faculty experts « Small classes

TOURO

Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu UNIVERSITY
for more information Graduate School

of Jewish Studies
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DOCTOR "4
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —
& Ceiling repairs

Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting -
every surface.

Spackling & Prep

Work- Because Wt
the foundation h

matters. DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.

UK & ISRAEL REGISTERED

Alan Nevies

40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

CLINIC IN
MODIIN
ELITEMED

« Back pain & Sciatica

@« Headaches & Neck Pain

@ Musculoskeletal & Sports Injuries

@ Working closely with Orthopaedic
Surgeons, Neurologists,
Rheumatologists & Family Doctors

< Email: a.nevies@outlook.com
Tel: 073-321-4181 EliteMed

We represent International
& Local Buyers, Investors
& Olim across Israel

New Projects & Developments - Project
Management - Property Management
+Non-Exclusive Properties & Select
Rentals - Anglo Communities

CARMEI GAT

Perfect location, residential
complex of nine low-rise
boutique buildings. Modern
design. 3 to 5 room options
with balconies or garden

ASHKELON

New area, new options,
10 minute drive to the sea.
2 Luxury towers, urban living
with green spaces. 3 to 5
room & penthouse options.

HAVATZELET

(Netanya North) New
neighbourhood & exciting
project. 3 towers, highest
standards, with or without
sea views. 4 or 5 room
options with balconies

BAT YAM

New Investment
opportunity, walking
distance to stunning
beaches. Part of the city’s
impressive urban renewal.
2,3,4 Rooms

HAIFA

Boutique high end projects
with sea views in prime
locations. Project includes
parking, storage room, air
conditioner and balcony
garden. 3 Rooms

"
——— R RORERTIES =

BY BTAMELMAM & PARTHERS

Tel/WhatsApp: +972 50 446 9515
www.israel-properties.com
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

Opening the Door to the
Light of the Aleph-Bet

On our trips to Poland, we usually begin
at the Warsaw Jewish Cemetery. When I call
this cemetery one of my favorite places in the
world, people give me strange looks. But I am
a historian and a person who is constantly
seeking connection with Am Yisrael and, with
that goal in mind, the Warsaw Jewish Ceme-
tery is almost unparalleled. You can walk in
any direction and find a treasure trove of
great personalities and stories going back
almost 10 generations. Communal leaders,
artists, teachers, writers, Rebbes and many
many more. It is awesome and inspiring.

On my last journey, we entered a recently
renovated ohel. Since I had never been in it, I
was very curious.

When we got there, we saw that there was
a keypad lock on the door. As in many plac-
es across Europe, the code for the lock was a
Hebrew word that had to be converted to its
numerical counterpart using gematria.

FOR SALE IN ARAD

5.5 room cottage, including mamad
and a patio situated in a quiet
courtyard off main road in Arad

For further details contact:
Naomi 054-933-8557
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I'love these locks.

Whenever I encounter them, it touches
something very deep inside of me. I feel like
an explorer receiving a secret handshake
from another Jew across space and time. It
gives me a sense of belonging and heritage.
The feeling of being part of something bigger
than myself.

And huge gratitude for my Jewish
education.

Aside from the “codebreaker” aspect, the
force of the Hebrew letters is what makes this
experience so powerful.

Kabbalah understands the Hebrew let-
ters as portals of connection and channels
of energy. Aside from the sound associated
with each letter, there are countless layers
to engage with — physical shape, numerical
value, name, and so on. Each facet is a lens
to deeper understanding of words, concepts,
personal names, pesukim, etc.

Chazal teach us that through 10 Utterances
the world was created and the Baal Shem Tov
explains that those same words are still being
“said” by Hashem to continue bringing the
world into existence. In other words, the Aleph-
Bet letters are the building blocks of Creation
and powerful tools of attachment to Hashem.

In a talk from 1992, the Lubavitcher
Rebbe said that the Hebrew letters are the



mechanism through which Bnei Yisrael
receives the flow of blessings from Hashem.
He references a pasuk in Parashat VaYechi
in which Yaakov Avinu blesses Ephraim and
Menashe. The Torah says:

72X 112 93 70RZ XND D2 DY)

And he blessed them that day saying,
“through you will Israel be blessed”

The Rebbe points out that 7a has the
gematria of 22, referring to the 22 letters of
the Aleph-Bet. And he makes the point even
stronger by citing the Zohar that g kn'mMix
TN X719 NN 772, Hashem and His Torah are
one. In other words, the very essence of Hash-
em shines through the Hebrew letters of the
Torah into Am Yisrael whenever we engage
with them.

Entering that ohel shifted the energy of the
group.

The code, after all, was nyw.

A small word charged with many connota-
tions: salvation, rescue, help, and Geulah.

Using the Hebrew letters didn’t only enable
us to open a door in Warsaw, they empowered
us to open a channel in our hearts. Hashem’s
light shining through the letters effected an
atmosphere of possibility, hope, and love. And
our davening in that ohel was a gateway for
the whole journey.

This Shavuos, may we be blessed to recog-
nize the precious gift Hashem is giving us, to
meet the Torah with renewed love, and to
open our hearts to His healing light shining
through every letter. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around lIsrael,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.

v

167 Sgm.
6 Bedrooms
Fully Renovated Triplex
5 Balconies (Sukkah)

(x
Gluck Real Estate 220 £ & WQ’Z&K Fer Sjﬂé&/

LIVE YOUR DREAM ON HARAKEVET STREET..RIGHT ON THE MESILA.

MOVE TO BAKA. DON'T COMPROMISE ON SPACE!

Asking
9.5m nis

Thinking of setling?
Call me for ﬂ?/‘i& eslimale L’M:ZE;/,/ :
Call RACHEL GLUCK f
052-478-9193 {
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2 PREMIUM |jj
MovinG |jf &

PREMIUM MOVING
e

MOVING » STORAGE - PREMIUM SERVICE

PREVWWY  PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
W  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il

T

" Great is charity because it brings the Redemption near.
. '#R  Director: Menachem Persoff | mny '
& www.yeshezra.org -

Website
www.yeshezra.org
Please donate generously Bank Transfer )
to advance our crucial work. ffgfgggg!fafgl Branch 642,

Assisting: the sick, elderly, SN

financially challenged, substance yesn rora pOB 31476,

abusers,single mothers, terror = Romema, Jerusalem
victims, Bar/Bat Mitzvas, Credit Card

Sara:
Hachnassat Kallah, and more. (535309161

EXE (Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
' : Donate with: JGive@®
e, Scan Me! - *Tax benefic available for

s z . 0] donations according to section
i % /ﬁ d6a of te [sraeli tax code
(8] I1F! fe Darso f - 050-570-106 p : ’
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AN 02
- KETER ADVISORS
‘SIHATEE'{. GUIDANCE, RESULTS.
Your Home. Your Financing. One Advisor ERCON C[Nq
Jerusalem: Haifa Area: = Netanya: Mortgage Acquisition for
7% Now~No Index 3 Bedroams 3 Bedrooms English-Speaking Buyers in Israel
& Eanne Stigting Fyoos jaeting Enoen Clear strategy. Strong bank relationships,
Starting From 1.7M NIS 2.7M NIS Better outcomes.
2. 7M NIS
2
o & @ B
Carmel Gat: Bat Yam: Zichron Yaakov: FIRST-TIME UPGRADE OVERSEAS | FOREGN-MCOME
BUYERS BUVERS PURCHASERS BORROWERS
3 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms
Starting From Starting From Starting From Unlimited Guidance:
\ " Where To Buy v Money Transhers
2.15M NIS 2.8M NIS 2.97M NIS + HowToBuy ey
+" What To Buy v Management
+ Buy Or Rent PP *

Izzy Leizerowitz
BROKER - OWNER

‘e \,I‘
\ -/

. 7702
i T i

English Confidence*
starts here

Friendly private English lessons for kids & teens

' r
d

; 4
G :’ Native English speaker from London - On Zoom or in Jerusalen) _\‘
. . Start speakin
Experienced Fun, personalised Real € 7 h 9
ﬁ tutor lessons conversations nglis
Previously at Built around your ‘ Social &school from the very
JPost LiteTalk child English first lesson.

Grammar at school. Real English with Ari.

Interested? : L
g :e:::i:li @ 050-702-3127 \%‘ ariwohlgemuth@icloud.com
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Question: My child is acting up and I'm feel-
ing lost when it comes to parenting. Should I
go to parenting classes/counseling or does my
child need therapy?

The world of therapy can be overwhelm-
ing and confusing to navigate. I will try to
clarify the distinctions between the thera-
pies/services and discuss what type is most
effective when managing different parenting
situations.

Parenting classes, usually in a group setting,
are recommended for parents at any stage.
They provide general parenting tools and
strategies related to discipline, communica-
tion skills and managing daily routines. Par-
enting classes also provide basic information
on normal child development. Parents can
gain confidence, knowledge and direction
from these classes which helps to create a sta-
ble home environment.

When parents feel that their problems
are consistently overwhelming or they feel
stuck, it may be a good idea to seek private
one on one parenting guidance or counsel-
ling. This is when a professional provides
tailored guidance based on your family’s
needs. Parents may seek parenting guidance
when they notice negative patterns in the
family that repeat themselves and feel hope-
less or at a loss for what to do. The counsel-
ing process allows parents to reflect on their
past experiences and what they bring to the
parent child relationship. With professional
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guidance, parents can decide what patterns
and parenting styles they’d like to hold onto or
develop and what they’d like to discard. Par-
ents become empowered and more mindful
about their parenting choices and create new,
healthier patterns.

Parenting guidance is also helpful when a
parent is triggered by a specific child’s behav-
ior and gets into repeated power struggles
with that child and resentment builds. Parents
learn how to tolerate behaviors, set boundar-
ies and reduce conflict. They also develop a
communication style that’s effective in build-
ing a positive relationship and connection
with that child.

Change in the home begins with the
parent/s. Many times lack of boundaries,
chaos and constant negative cycles can be
remedied by parents seeking counseling.
This tends to trickle down to the children and
things many times fall into place. Families
can definitely benefit and get back on track
when parents seek help and apply consistent
parenting skills.

When a child suffers from anxiety, depres-
sion, o.c.d, fears, etc, he may need more indi-
vidual support. The child can benefit from
one on one therapy sessions where he can
express his complex feelings in a safe space
guided by a skilled professional. Even if par-
ents have great parenting skills, when a child
has a chemical imbalance or struggles with
emotional distress, it may not be enough.



Parents can set the tone in the home and have
a good rhythm but when you have a child
who can’t or won’t follow the rules, then he
may need more support in the form of one on
one sessions. Usually the combination of par-
enting counseling and individual therapy for
the struggling child is a winning combination.
Be’hatzlacha
Michal Silverstein has a MS in educational psychology

and counseling. She facilitates parenting workshops in
and around Jerusalem and maintains a private practice.

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm

Ben Levene, license #31099552

CAPITIL

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment
=tk ——
|

for illustration pu suts

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

Dr. Gershon Zinger
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeon Israel & US
doctorzinger.com/arthritis Chayaco@szmc.org!

Photos by Michael Erenburg

TURNKEY LUXURY APARTMENTS IN JEURSALEM

Premium Apartmentin
Old Katamon
Halamed Hey St
116 sgm | 4 rooms
Lovely balcony
[elgale]

Option to buy fully furnished
Fully accessible
IV 7,250,000 NIS

Upscale Apartmentin
Beautiful Green Caspi
Caspi St
~115 sqft | 4 large rooms
Lovely balcony
Shabbat elevator
Storage & shared parking
Fully accessible

IV 5,950,000 NIS

Elegant Home in The
German Colony
Klein St
133 sgm | 4 rooms
Large sukkah garden (~80 sqm)
Parking & storage
Beautifully designed interior

v 9,285,000 NIS

CONTACT US: +972 58-779-8224 | OFFICE@CAPITIL.COM
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First session is almost full!

6-WEEK, ONE-OF-A-KIND .00 session filing fast

UNIQUEE&
AUTHENTIG
SUMMER GA
EXPERIENGE
FOR YOUR i::::

A creative, inspiring space.
Music, singing, kumzitz, and art.

Hands-on farm experience.
Explore and express talents.

Learn practical and outdoor skills.

Meaningful projects and growth. 3
£

10-16

WHATSAPP: EMAIL
(©+972 58-705-6863 = info@morashahleyisrael.org

LEARNMORE AT www.morashahleyisrael.org



CAPITIL

EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

Baka - Dan
Baka - Gad
E» | + Sukkah balcony
B « AT * Parking
+* Parking * Storage
+ Storage « Fully furnished
+ Balcony .
5.5 rooms = 145 sq Leased land until 2078

Old Katamon - Old Katamon -

~ ;. Halamed Hey Hachim
TT Q ‘ +« Lovely balcony | @ * Brand new
T : + Parking g * Partial sukkah balc.
+ Option to buy + A/C & floor heating
furnished 3 rooms + 113 sqm *» Parking & storage
I/ ia - .
‘ :ecllm(gwa . '+ Kiryat Shmuel -
arkis ™~ s Charlap
+ 2 sukkah gardens e -.._;#. 8%+ sukkah balcony
+ Parking f . * 1" floor
+ Storage * 2 bathrooms

+ Fully accessible

City Center - German Colony -

- *  Haneviim Court i g3 Klein
l# ; + Lovely balcony - Toypid
| “ 0 } === * Sukkah garden
. ilu » Parking _ [LH - S Farkingg
L gl = Fully accessible =R Nt + Storage
» Old City views + Luxury interior

Leased land until 2110 4 rooms + 133 sqm

| Katamonim - #_ Ganei Tzion -
_ 1! Ben Zakai .\ _ Eliezer Hagadol
' EE « Renovated . . = ~ ¢ Partial sukkah balc.
[ ! = In Pinui Binui AV a W - Parking
process (subject to = Storage
permits) 5 rooms * 116 sqm * Fully accessible

North Talpiot -
Caspi

1 Ramot - Mishol
Hadekalim

4 floors
Private home
Sukkah garden
Swimming pool

o
—

11 rooms () m

2 balconies
Storage

Shared parking
Shabbat elevator

[E : -

- & & @

4 rooms * =115 sgm

CONTACT US: +972 58-779-8224 | OFFICE@CAPITIL.COM




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
AYELET GLATT | Head of Diaspora and Olim

Megilat Ruth: When We
Don’t Leave It to Chance

A UM PRYP)
9”7 102N IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

On Shavuot we celebrate the “marriage”
between Hashem and Am Yisrael. We wear
white, we stand as Hashem’s beloved bride,
and we relive a moment of deep connection,
commitment, and destiny.

And yet the book we read on this day does
not tell the story of Har Sinai. It tells the story
of a widow.

Megilat Ruth centers on a woman who lost
her husband, her stability, and her future as
she imagined it. And at the heart of the story
stands Naomi, her mother-in-law, who takes
responsibility to ensure that Ruth does not
remain alone. Naomi does not say, “You have
suffered enough, now just survive.” She does

e -
I - il
. We are looking for
.l L ]
|- amzilies
- b . s
interested in settling together
in Geva Binyamin/Adam
as carly as this summer and
hui]l.ling a fike-minded community.
Icdeal For youarg [-J"I”;\-"‘ﬂ the spectrum of
Dati Leumi Torani and Chardal.
young Bmilies priced out of Jenasalem

socking a warm, shul-centric commianiy.
S—
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not wait passively for something to happen.
She guides Ruth, encourages her, and actively
pushes her toward building a new home.

Helping people get married is not presented
as a side detail in our tradition. It is part of
the story we read on the day we celebrate our
own bond with Hashem.

We see this same idea in the world of shid-
duchim today. When the community decides
to care, things move. When people take
responsibility for others, things that were not
happening begin to happen.

Recently, through Shagririm Balev, a shid-
duch came together that many people would
have assumed “someone must have already
suggested this.”

This is couple number 518: Miriam and
Ofek. Miriam is the widow of Ori Shani HY”D,

who fell in the battles of October 7th.

Ofek was Ori’s commander. They

had shared circles and many natural

points of connection, and on paper

it feels like a match that could easily
have been made earlier.

But in reality, nothing moved for-

ward until Rachel Flesher, an experi-

; enced ambassador, opened her mind

| to the possibility and simply made

«f the introduction. She didn’t even

know at first that he had been Ori’s

commander.



This story is not shared to suggest that
attention in Shidduchim should be focused
on one group instead of another. Rather, this
story highlights something else: how much
the community is capable of when people put
their minds and hearts into helping others to
marry.

Megilat Ruth reminds us that matchmak-
ing is not only logistics. From Ruth and Boaz
came David HaMelech, the beginning of Mal-
chut Beit David and the unfolding of geulah.
When we help Hashem bring shidduchim
together, we are not only helping one couple
build a home, we are taking part in building
the future of Am Yisrael.

On Shavuot, as we stand dressed like brides,
we are reminded that being part of Am Yis-
rael means caring deeply about who gets to
build a bayit within it.

When we read about Naomi guiding Ruth,
we are reading about what we can be for one
another. A small nudge, a conversation, a sug-
gestion, can change the course of someone’s
life. We never know how much Geula is going
to come from this one family we helped cre-
ate.m

f
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 Halzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

¥
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

7R en.shagririm.org.il
B 0585323242

0) »

ORTHODOX
AR

JCT . mizracH

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

ISRAEL

WILL SERVICES

FOR YOUR ISRAELI ASSETS

* HALAKHIC WILLS

« ENDURING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

« GENERAL WILLS

« END OF LIFE
DIRECTIVES b
Michael Hayman, Adv.

Personal, personable, and professional tallored
service from an Anglo oleh, happy to make home visits

OBLIGATION FREE CONSULTATION

Tel & WhatsApp: 053-722-9212
Email:michael@wills4olim.com
www.willsdolim.com
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by For mare works and boo

Netanel Epstein www.netbateps.com

THE Y FILES'

L NERUSHALAY M)

i AMNVAL
Lrasur Nasso  Posr-Shavwor

I Wine &% Cuzese KivvusH @

BRiNg WUk LszvERTDguc.q:gy From (Hae
Wb =Tk sfjoy THEM TodmTwer |

/ YOu CAN RUN BUT YOU CAN'T HIDE! | KNOW

WHERE YOU LIVE AND I'M COMIN' FOR YOUL!

BENTZIY! SURRENDER THAT BOTHERSOME
MOG OF YOURS, OR ELSE!!

OH DEAR, IRUBAVEL.
YOU HAVE EVOKED
THE WRATH OF
MR, KICHELSBURG!

)
NICE FELLOW, BUT A
IT UNSETTLED WHEN IT
COMES TO HIS ANNUAL
WINE-AND-CHEESE
KIDDUSH...

HOWEVER, | SHALL ATTEMPT
TO REPRESENT YOU...

ER... GOOD SHABBOS, ARNIE!
IS5 THERE A PROBLEMT

[ ER... HAVE YOU RULED
QUT OTHER SUSPECTS,
LIKE , SAY,
MRS5. GREENB-

OH, NO HO NO!
ER... COULDN'T HAVE
BEEN MINE...

QUR IRUBAVEL WOULD NEVER
DO THAT...

BECAUSE... ER.. HE'S...
HOT JUST AWY OLD CAT, HE'S...
ER... SOMETHING SPECIAL!

ANYONE CAN TELL, JUST BY
LOOKIMG AT HIM THAT HE'S... ER...

A NAZIR-CAT!




ER... SHAME OM YOU, SIR, FOR
HOT RECOGNISING THE... ER...

\ GOOLY AORA THAT HE EXUDES!

50 HE'DWEVER G0 NEAR
YOUR WINE STALL!

NOT EVEN YOUR... 1970~
MERLOT"S BEARD OR
WHATEVER IT WAS...

"ALL THE DAYS OF WIS HATIRITE-HESS,
THE (ROWH OF W5 G-0 SHALL BE O DI YOU SEE HIM ENGAGING
| HIS HEADL" I "CHEVRA KADISHA™ ACTIVITIES?

= “AHD AFTER THIS, THE HAZIR SHALL E
/:Wmm THIS LUNACY FOR 0‘—\] DRINK WINE,” IT SAYS!
MOMENT, AND ASSUME THAT YOUR CLUELESS MOG ALSCHICH EXPLAINS THAT EVEN THOUGH
PIP PECLARE HIMSELF A NAZIR AT SOME POINT - IN MOST CASES BEING A NAZIR IS A
STANDARD NAZIR-NESS IS THIRTY DAYS! WOW TEMPORARY THING, MEANT TO ELEVATE
THE INDIVIDUAL FOR A SHORT TIME,
THE MARK OF WHETHER IT WORKED
OR NOT IS WHETHER HE OR SHE
MAKAGE TO RETAIN THE HOLINESS
EVEN AFTER THEY'VE GONE BACK T0

REALLY, ARMIE,
A CAT OF SUCH SUPERNAL
HOLINESS GRACES YOUR KIDDUSH
AND INTEAD OF BASKING IN

AH, BUT THAT™S EXACTLY THE POINT, ISH'T IT?! EVEN
AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE NAZIRITE

50, CHECK-MATE, YOUR HONOUR! MY
SPECIAL CAT HAD HOTHING TO DO WITH THE
WELL, NOW, WAIT A MINUTE... \\x PERIOD, THE TORAH STILL CALLS HIM/

“THE RAZIR™ - BARBARIC CONSUMPTION OF YOUR WINES!

PON'T GIVE ME THAT TRIPE! I'M NOT -
T ST e 73 O O ||l s

Q

|

Asout!
THERE'S NO NAZIRITE-NESS AGAINST THAT,
15 THERE?!

HOT JUST AWY OLD CAT, HE'S...
b, ER... SOMETHING SPECIALL!

AH... WELL... COULDN'T BE MINE!
QUR ZRUBAVEL WOULD NEVER...

AMYONE CAN TELL, JUST BY
LOOKIMG AT HIM THAT HE'S... ER...
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ALYSSA GREENBERG
GUSH ETZION
CHAPTER DIRECTOR

TRUE PEACE

In Parshat Naso, the Torah presents a wide
range of seemingly unrelated topics, and
in the center of it all is Birkat Kohanim. Rav
Jonathan Sacks, in his article “The Pursuit of
Peace,” explains that the placement of these
blessings is not accidental. The final words of
the blessing, “May Hashem lift His face toward
you and grant you peace,” are key to under-
standing the entire parsha.

Rav Sacks explains that peace in Judaism is
more than the absence of conflict. True peace
is harmony: a state in which different people,
roles, and ideas are able to exist together with
mutual respect. The Torah recognizes that
human beings are naturally different, and
that those differences can easily lead to jeal-
ousy, resentment, or division. The challenge is
to create a society in which every person feels
valued and included.

Each section of the parsha reflects this

Arthur Samuels, DPM
\ ———y

PODIATRIST

’ ‘ Over 30 years experience
Licensed in Israel
™ & America
053-427-6363

_/ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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idea. The Sotah ritual seeks to restore peace
between husband and wife. The detailed rep-
etition of the princes’ offerings teaches the
importance of giving honor and recognition
to every tribe equally. The Levitical families
are each assigned their own meaningful role,
while the Nazirite allows an ordinary person
to aspire to greater holiness. Together, these
laws create a framework for harmony within
the nation.

Parshat Naso teaches us that peace is not
something we simply hope for, it is something
we must actively build through respect, sen-
sitivity, and care for one another every day.
According to the Rambam, it is for this pur-
pose that the whole Torah was given: to create
peace in the world.

As we transition from the beautiful holiday
of Shavuot, when we receive the Torah, into
the holiness of Shabbat, may we remember to
continue the work of the final bracha of Birkat
Kohanim. Shabbat Shalom!

CHANA KENTON
11™ GRADE, NEVE DANIEL

NOT OUR GIFTS,
ONLY OUR CHOICES

The parsha introduces the laws of compen-
sation and teshuvah with the words “When
a man or woman sins...”. Bamidbar Rabbah
states that “a man or woman” refers to tzadi-
kim, “whom God loves,” because unlike the
Kohanim and Leviim, whose status is a birth-
right, tzadikim are defined by an active choice
to follow God. Although their situation is not



ideal, they are on a path of improvement.

Converts are described as those “whom God
especially loves.” Why is this so? Bamidbar
Rabbah brings a metaphor: A gazelle joined
the king’s flock of sheep, and when asked why
he favored it, he explained that although the
sheep behave just as well as the gazelle, they
are only acting on instinct, while the gazelle
went against its nature to join the king’s flock.

A person’s value is not in their gifts; it is in
how they apply them. When we act within
our comfort zone, even if it is a good place, we
remain static. Possessing a good quality can
feel like success, but progress only happens
when we use and develop it.

Later in the parsha, in Birkat Kohanim, we
see an emphasis on personal growth over
societal hierarchy.

Bamidbar Rabbah discusses the thoughts
of a non-Kohen, who may feel that because of
his lower status, he will not receive the same
blessings. His answer lies in the verse: “When
you eat the labor of your hands... it is good
for you in this world and the next.” Our merit
is in our work. It is earned. A Kohen and a
non-Kohen have different roles, but they can
both receive equal reward for reaching their
unique potential.

Rabbi Sacks speaks about the right way to
compliment a person. We should applaud not
perfection, but effort. When people receive

positive feedback for things out of their con-
trol, such as beauty or talent, it creates a fear
of failure. However, celebrating a person’s
effort to become a new version of themselves,
even if incomplete, motivates them to keep
trying and keep moving toward the goalpost
of their life’s mission.

“A righteous person cannot stand in the
place of someone who has done teshuvah.”
A person’s position is not what defines them;
it is the distance they have traveled to arrive
there.

Hashem is infinite and does not need quan-
titative measures of success to see how far
we have come. The only true benchmark for
progress is who we were yesterday. May we
all merit to be the tzadikim described in Par-
shat Naso, who are not handed greatness on a
silver platter, but choose, struggle, grow, and
transform themselves in their journey toward
Hashem.m

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
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Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice
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As we celebrate receiving the Torah at Sinai,our eternal foundation,
may you find your own solid foundation in a home in Jerusalem.
Wishing you a chag of meaning, growth, and new beginnings!

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties is just
one search away www.remaxjerusalem.com
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Derech Beit Lechem 158, Talpiot Talbeih magnificence - Marcus St. German Colony
Magnificent 4-room penthouse. High-end Authentic Jerusalem Charm - 4 rooms Charming,unique 450 sqm private home,
architectural design, safe room, and (over 140 sqm) Original mosaic flooring, 200 sqm registered wrap around garden,
stunning views. The height of Jerusalem 3.5 meter ceilings, 2 wrap-around sukkah sun-filled rooms, 8 bdrms, 3 parking spots,
luxury. NIS 5,990,000 balconies. Asking: 14,000,000 NIS safe rooms. Call for price.

Micha Paul 052-511-6340 Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 | Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069
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Palmach 66, Katamon Mevo Hamatmid St, City Center

post-TAMA building, 4RM, 100 sqm, 48sgm 2 room apt in fullservice wonderful
balcony(partial sukkah), safe room, storage building with parking, pool, gym, security.

San Martin 23, Katamonim
Brand new project, 4th floor,
3.5 rooms, parking, balcony,

elevator and mamad P » : . !

g unit, beautiful views, Sold with appliances.

. NIS 8,150,000 NIS 4,950,000 Price: NIS 2,690,000
David Weiser +972-55-276-2960 David Weiser +972-55-276-2960 Orna Even Parker 054-621-6069

Shimon Mishori 8, Arnona Hills Ben Hillel St 15, City Cener
Brand new luxury penthouse, entire private | | Jerusalem city center right off Ben Yehuda.
floor. Four air directions, safe room, fully 60 sqm, 3 rooms, 2 porches, 2 bathrooms,

Heart of Rehavia -Hatibonim st.
Old World Charm !4 rms (3 BR ) 2
balconies, 1.5 floors ,mandate building ,

high ceilings, great investment ! Needs accessible. Call for private viewing. reovated, elevator, A/C
renov. ONLY NIS 3,550,000 NIS 6,350,000 NIS 2,999,000
Micha Paul 052-511-6340 Menachem Sklar 053-224-8751

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111

Join Our Team | Ariyel Maresky | 02-673-1661

02-673-1661 .70 | 790 ,2 ' TIT
info@remaxjerusalem.com | www.remaxjerusalem.com



EXQUISITE BEACHFRONT LIVING |
The New Olga Beach, Hadera, Israel

Whether you choose a cozy one-bedroom just for you,
or a sprawling 2,700 sq ft Villa in the sky, your VIDA memories will last forever.
Prices start at 700K USD

Private Shul | Shabbat elevators | Infinity pool | State-of-the-art gym | His/Hers sauna | Community room
Business lounge | 24 HR Doorman | Just steps from the sea
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