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Photographed by Rochel Krantman - | was fortunate enough to capture this photo of a dove
and its shadow on the Kotel wall after davening Mincha on Chol Hamoed Succot 2024. | think
it expresses our yearning for 7N W! 7V DI7W.

My husband and | and our 4 children made aliya to Rehovot in 1991. Baruch Hashem we have
grown to a family of many grandchildren and great grandchildren, all living throughout Israel,
from Rehovot to Ramat Bet Shemesh, Modiin, Efrat, Migdal Oz, Yerusahalim and Yeruchum.

REMINDERS

‘: Rosh Chodesh Sivan is on Sunday May 17th
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SHAVUOT

i Eruv Tavshilin is prepared on Thursday May 21 before Yom Tov. See page 74 for details.
# Yizkor is recited on Shavuot. (Light a Yizkor candle before Yom Tov).
] Light an extended candle before Yom Tov in order to light candles Friday night for Shabbat.
[Rfl; The Book of Rut is read on the morning of Shavuot
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

One of the basic rules at OU Israel’s teen cen-
ters across the country is that the advisors who
work with the teens must live in the city where
they serve. A staff member working with
teenagers in Dimona, Sderot, or Kiryat Shmo-
na cannot be parachuted in every evening
from somewhere else. The reason is simple.
If you don’t live in a certain place, if you don’t
breathe it and walk its streets and daven in its
shuls and shop in its supermarkets and see the
signs plastered on its walls, you can never truly
integrate into the community or feel that you
are fully part of it. Teens will see through you
in a second.

There’s no doubt that we carry a special
bond with the places where we grew up. I
myself moved around a lot, and set roots in
many places. I was born in Brooklyn, then my
family moved to Staten Island, and then back
to Brooklyn. We made aliyah to Kedumim, then
we moved to Ma’ale Adumim, Kochav Ya’akov,
and Har Nof. I got married and moved to Shilo,
then to Vancouver for NCSY, and then back to
Israel, settling in Givat Ze’ev, where, Baruch
Hashem, I have lived with my family for the
last twenty years.

All of those places contributed to who I am

MYl Ny
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Baer 27
on his eighteenth yahrzeit- 2 Iyar
and

Rebbetzin Hannah Baer a”h
on her fifth yahrzeit - 29 Iyar
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today. I am able to relate to North America,
to Canada, to Israel, to Yehuda v’Shomron, to
Yerushalayim. One place that shaped my fam-
ily in a tremendous way was the community
of Har Nof.

When my grandparents, aleihem hashalom,
my Bubby and Zaidy, made aliyah in 1989, they
arrived on the very same day that my youngest
sister Elana was born. They had purchased a
place in Har Nof back in the late 1980s, bought
it on paper, and eventually moved in. Har Nof
became their home, where they had the zechut
of davening in Rabbi Sholom Gold zt"I’s shul,
Zichron Yosef, established in memory of Joe Sil-
ver from Toronto, alav hashalom. That was one
of the main reasons my family ended up mov-
ing to Har Nof, to be close to my grandparents.

After living in Israel for years without
extended family nearby, without grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, or cousins, it was so nice
to know that suddenly we had a Bubby and
Zaidy that we could go to every Friday night
for the Shabbos meal. It created an incredible
bond between us, and I have such wonderful
memories of it. Growing up in Har Nof was a
wonderful time, and I am sure that many of
the Anglos who moved to Har Nof and raised
their families there know exactly what I am
talking about.

I met some amazing friends in Har Nof. But
more than that, I met my best friend, my wife,
there. Her family had moved from France and
eventually settled there. My wife grew up in
Har Nof and was my sister’s friend, and I met
her at my sister’s wedding. Baruch Hashem,
it has been 29 wonderful years since, and



be’ezrat Hashem ad me’ah ve’esrim together.
We continue sending our children to school
in Har Nof, which brings us back there every
single day.

About a month ago, I received a phone call
from a wonderful woman in Har Nof named
Diane. She asked if I would be willing to come
and speak at the 30th yahrtzeit of Dovid Boim,
hy”d. Dovid grew up davening together with us
in Rabbi Yaakov Warhaftig’s shul Naveh Nof,
in Har Nof. In May of 1996, at the age of sev-
enteen, Dovid was tragically killed by terrorists
near Beit El, where he was studying in yeshiva.
He was a real sweet, sweet person, even vol-
unteering with Magen David Adom. It was a
tragic loss to his family and Klal Yisrael.

I couldn’t believe it’s been 30 years since
that day. Diane invited me, telling me that a
group of women were having a siyum Tanakh
in Dovid’s memory, together with his mother
Joyce, Ad Meah Veesrim. I knew I had to be
there.

I did not know exactly what to expect, but I
walked into a room filled with about forty-five
women, many of whose children I grew up
with. The siyum they were having for complet-
ing the Tanakh was not their first time. In fact,
they have been doing this siyum for 30 years,
without interruption, together in memory
of Dovid Boim! I stood there looking at this
incredible group and thinking about the amaz-
ing symbolism in that act. They were studying
the very sefer that promised them, through its
prophecies, exactly what we are witnessing
today. Every prophecy about Kibbutz Galuyot,
the ingathering of the exiles. Every prophecy
about the agriculture and the fruit trees flour-
ishing in the Land of Israel. The growth of the
Jewish population, the roads, the train tracks,
the medicine. All of it unfolding before our
eyes.

I decided that my speech would be to tell
Dovid Boim in shamayim what has happened
in the 30 years since he was taken from us.
Together with the help of my team, I prepared
a presentation of about forty-five slides going
through the incredible things that have hap-
pened to the Jewish people in the last three
decades.

Itis Dovid, and many others who gave their
lives for the State of Israel, who ultimately
enable us to live here today. I wanted to be able
to say to him: Dovid, you gave your life. You are
missed at every Shabbat table, you are missed

May the Torah learning
in this issue
be in loving memory of
my dear brother

Joshua M. Neumann 2’1
13 NI Py’
o1 171937 P 1):'7.7 a9n

On his 31* yahrzeit
173pn R 0”3

Nina & Serge
Neumann Muller

& family
M.a.X8.0.0
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at every Yom Tov table. But I want you to know
that we are continuing on. What you gave your
life for was a yishuv called Beit El, because you
felt that the Torah you were going to learn
there was the right Torah for you. You felt that
every Jew should be able to travel wherever
they need to in the Land of Israel. And I want
you to know that Klal Yisrael is continuing to
do exactly that. I showed how many new yishu-
vim have been built and how many Jews lived
in the Land of Israel in 1996 compared to how
many live here today. It demonstrates so well
the tremendous growth of our nation, growth
made possible because of countless soldiers
and civilians who gave their lives for the Jewish
people, for the Land of Israel, and for the Torah
of Israel.

It was my opportunity to express gratitude to
a boy who davened in shul with me, who was
in my brother’s class, who traveled on the same
roads that I traveled. I was going to Shilo; he
was going to Beit El. But I got to see firsthand
what it means for his mother and father and
siblings to lose a child, and yet to continue on
with strength, to keep building themselves up,
to persevere and build a family in the Land of
Israel while missing Dovid deeply, yet under-
standing that the future is being built because
of Dovid.

I told all the women sitting in that room,
almost all of whom had made aliyah them-
selves from North America and other
English-speaking countries, that they are part
of the geula. The fact that they left their com-
forts, left their houses and families in America,
and decided to move home to Israel to build
a future here, & that they get to see their chil-
dren & grandchildren building up this country
in the most beautiful way possible, is truly
remarkable. It was a zechut to speak to such
incredible women.
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I shared with this incredible group of wom-
en that while it would be natural to expect
friends to return to their busy routines after
the shiva of a friend’s son, seeing these women
learning together to honor Dovid’s memory
for over 30 years is extraordinary and beyond
impressive.

Something that really warmed my heart
that evening was the number of women that
thanked me publicly and profusely for Torah
Tidbits. I told them that I really appreciate
them coming over to thank me because I work
hard on my article every single week but even
more so, there is an incredible team that works
tirelessly to make sure that Torah Tidbits is
published every single week and they deserve
that appreciation and they deserve those
thanks.

My own parents also lived in Har Nof and
knew pretty much everyone in that room.
They made the right move to come to Israel,
and ultimately I am here because of them. I
thank them every day. And I am sure that the
children of all those wonderful women who
listened to my talk on Sunday evening know
that their parents did not have an easy time
making aliyah. But when they look back, they
are so grateful that they made the right move
for the Jewish people and for themselves.

May we continue for many, many more
years in good health, in their name, moving
Klal Yisrael forward. B’ezrat Hashem, may we
merit to see all Jews coming and living in the
Land of Israel and may we see the building of
the Beit HaMikdash, hopefully very, very soon.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

A7
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

aberman@ouisrael.org
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT BEMIDBAR

Sefer Bemidbar is the march to the Land of
Israel. The central story of the entire Torah is
the promise to the Jewish people of the Land
of Israel and the journey to make that happen.

The Promise of the Land was made to Avra-
ham. And Yitzchak. And Yaakov. Moshe was
told at the burning bush that G-d would take
the people out of Egypt because of the prom-
ise He made. To give them the Land of Isra-
el. That has been the goal from the time of
Avraham. The overlay narrative of the entire
Torah is the promise of the Land and the
march to it. There are plenty of other themes
along the way, but that is the grand plan, the
march to the Land.

Now we know that it is going to take 40
years to get there. But we need to read the
Torah trying hard to stay in real time as the
story unfolds. And as the story is unfolding,
as far as the people know they will enter the
Land of Israel imminently.

Bemidbar is the dawn of the march to the

BROTHERS
MOVING CO

THE STRONGEST.. THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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Land and as such the Torah changes dramat-
ically. Since Mt. Sinai, the focus of the Torah
has been the encounter of G-d and man.
Because the society we are going to build in
the Land will have the encounter of G-d at
its core. We built the Mishkan as a place to
rendezvous. The book of Vayikra outlined
how we approach Him and when we may not
approach Him. And that the approach to G-d
occurs not only in the drama of the Mishkan
but in the holiness of our daily life as well. All
of that is to describe the type of society we are
to build in the Land.

Now, the entire narrative changes. No more
talking about the society in the Land. Now
we need to make it happen. We are pivoting
from holiness to, well, earthiness. Marching.
Conquering. Dividing the Land. Moving
from the rarified air of pursuing holiness to
the messy business of a national aspiration of
taking the Land.

"‘ 1ST ALIYA (BEMIDBAR 1:1-19)
k" On Rosh Chodesh Iyar of the

second year since leaving Egypt,
Moshe and Aharon are to take a census of all
men over the age of 20. The leaders of each
tribe are to assist. These leaders are named.
Moshe, Aharon and the leaders gather the
people who establish to which tribe each per-
son belongs.

The census is to be conducted by tribe. The
leader of the tribe conducts the census. The
names of the leaders of each tribe are listed.

The census numbers are striking. The
book of Shemot began with just 70 Jewish
people. And now, 600,000! My how things




can change.

"/“ 2ND ALIYA (1:20-54)
K’) The census, by tribe, of all men

over the age of 20, the age of army
service is presented. The tribe of Reuven:
46,500. Shimon: 59,300. Gad: 46,500. Yehuda:
74,600. Yissachar: 54,400. Zevulun: 57,400.
Ephraim: 40,500. Menashe: 32,200. Binyam-
in: 35,400. Dan: 62,700. Asher: 41,500. Naftali:
53,400. The total of this census done by Moshe
and Aharon and the 12 leaders of the tribes
was 603,550. However, the tribe of Levi is not
included. They are to safeguard the Mishkan:
camping around the Mishkan, transporting
it, dismantling and assembling it. The tribes
camp in distinct groups, while the Leviim
encamp around the Mishkan.

The census is taken by tribes. The numbers
vary. That too is striking. They all started
from the same spot. One person. And they
vary. Oh how similar beginnings can bear
wildly different results.

The emphasis on tribes, or shevatim, is
new. Up until now, the Jew has functioned
in 2 realms; individual and Am Yisrael, the
Jewish people. We have mitzvot for the indi-
vidual. And we have mitzvot for the people,
like the daily offering. It is for the Jewish
people.

But why is there a notion of tribe? Why
identify in 3 ways, as individual, as tribe and
as a people? Itis somewhat akin to: ITam a
Jew, I am an Israeli, and I am a Yerushalmi.
While that is true, what does it convey?

And this theme of tribal affiliation will ani-
mate much of the book. We camp as a tribe.
The Land of Israel will be divided by tribe.
If land is sold in the Land of Israel, it reverts
back to its original owner in Yovel, in order
to maintain tribal integrity. The tribe is like
a state within the nation, a province within

a country.

Now, we in these parts of the world are
familiar with large family units, hamulas in
the parlance.

But perhaps the persistence in maintain-
ing tribal units is an introduction to diversi-
ty. In the pivot from holiness to the reality
of the march to the Land, we also move
from what we all share, holiness, to how we
are different. We are different due to our
genetics, our upbringing, the influence of our
surroundings.

And in the march to the Land, this diversity
will be challenging. There will be disputes
and disagreements. I don’t think it is an
overstatement to say that diversity is the sin-
gle biggest challenge to mankind. Managing
differences is terribly difficult. Things would
be a lot simpler if we were all the same. And
bland. Diversity brings color to life but that
color comes at a cost.

This book of Bemidbar will be preoccu-
pied with diversity and the challenges that it
brings.

”/“ 3RD ALIYA (2:1-34)
K’) The tribes are to camp in a des-

ignated manner. For each of the
tribes the name of their Nasi, the number of
their tribe and the place in the formation is
given. On the east side, the front, are Yehuda,
Yissachar and Zevulun. Their combined num-
ber is 186,400. On the south side are Reuven,
Shimon and Gad. Their combined number is
151,450. The Ohel Moed, surrounded by Levi,
both camps and travels in the middle. On the
west side are Ephraim, Menashe and Bin-
yamin. Their combined number is 108,100.
On the north side are Dan, Asher and Naftali.
Their combined number is 157,600. The total
count of the army age men is 603,550 without
the tribe of Levi.
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The people travel and camp with the Mish-
kan in their midst. Physically and metaphor-
ically. We travel through history with G-d
in our midst. The distinct feeling you get in
the detailed description of where each tribe
encamped is the feeling of an army encamp-
ment. But with the Mishkan in the middle.

XK 4TH ALIYA (3:1-13)
%‘ Aharon’s sons’ names were
]

Nadav, Avihu, Elazar and Itam-
ar. Nadav and Avihu died without children.
Elazar and Itamar serve as kohanim with
Aharon. Take the Leviim: they are to serve
Aharon. The Leviim are responsible for the
Mishkan: to support the kohanim and the
people, to facilitate the running of the Mish-
kan. The Leviim shall take the place of the
first-born, who became obligated to me when
saved in Egypt.

There are 2 groups mentioned here:
Kohanim and Leviim. The lineage of the
kohanim is given. It just doesn’t take much
room. Because Aharon is a kohen and his
sons are. And he only has 2. So the entire lin-
eage of the kohanim is 3 people. The Leviim,
on the other hand, are an entire tribe, descen-
dants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their lineage, at
quite some length, is given in the next aliya.

‘;‘ 5TH ALIYA (3:14-39)
'/k\O} Count the tribe of Levi by house-

holds, from 1 month and older: the
households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, the
sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat and
Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, from a
month and above, is 7,500. They camp to the
west of the Mishkan. Their task was to trans-
port and be responsible for the curtains and
coverings. Kehat numbered 8,600, camping
to the south. They were responsible for the
vessels: Aron, Menorah, Table, altars. Mer-
ari numbered 6,200, camping to the north.
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Responsible for the structure of the Mishkan;
the walls, supports and beams. The total of
the tribe of Levi is 22,000. On the front side,
east of the Mishkan, Moshe and Aharon and
families camped.

The encampment around the Mishkan had
2 layers. The Leviim were in close, on 3 of the
4 sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, the lead-
ing side, had Moshe and Aharon. The entire
12 tribes were farther removed on all 4 sides.

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups;
Gershon, Kehat and Merari. They had full
responsibility for the Mishkan. Their tasks
fell in categories. Gershon; textiles. Kehat;
furniture. Merari; building. Gershon took
care of the curtains and coverings. Kehat, the
important main vessels of the Mishkan. And
Merari the structure of the building.

"/" 6TH ALIYA (3:40-51)
'/k\O) Count all the firstborn of the age

of a month and above. The Leviim
are to replace the firstborn. There were
273 more firstborn than Leviim; these were
redeemed.

The firstborn are replaced as public ser-
vants by the Leviim. The notion that the first-
born shall be the public servants has great
appeal; every home becomes infused with
public service by virtue of the firstborn dedi-
cated to holy work.

But, as appealing as that is, it is not imple-
mented. The firstborn are switched off for the
Leviim.

Perhaps because it would be an inequitable
burden. The poor families rely on their first-
born to work, to be the first to contribute to
the family wellbeing. The replacement of the
firstborn by the Leviim may be recognition
of the inequity that would inevitably result
in requiring the firstborn of every family to
leave their home for public service.



"/‘ 7TH ALIYA (4:1-20)
K" Take from Kehat all men from
: the age of 30 to 50 to do their work
of the holy of holies. But since Kehat was to
carry the vessels of the Mishkan, Aharon and
his sons covered each vessel to prevent Kehat
from touching them. The Aron was cov-
ered by: the Parochet (curtain), then leather,
then techelet covering. The Shulchan: tech-
elet, then the extra utensils, then red, then
the tachash skin. Menorah: techelet, then
tachash. Incense altar: techelet, then tachash.
Outer altar: purple, then tachash. In this way,
calamity will not befall Kehat in transporting
the holy things.

The Torah describes how the different parts
of the Mishkan are to be wrapped for trans-
port. Because the Leviim are not to touch
these holy vessels.

We have encountered this theme before.
Holiness is desirable, it is our goal. But handle
with care. Too close is dangerous.

Closeness to the Divine, as symbolized by
these vessels, has to be tempered. We want to
encounter the Divine. But we need to keep our
distance. Perhaps to emphasize that while our
deepest desire is to encounter the Divine, we
need to be aware of the Mystery, the Infinite,
the incomprehensible. Mind the gap.

Special Haftorah is read of Machar
Chodesh (Shmuel Alef, chapter 20)

HAFTORAH
1 SHMUEL 20:18-42

Today’s haftorah is read on a Shabbat that is
immediately followed by Rosh Chodesh. The
reading opens with the words, “Yonatan said,
‘Tomorrow is the [first of the] new month.”

The story is one of loyalty and devotion.
David and Yonatan are dear friends. Yona-
tan’s father, King Shaul, despises David, fear-
ing that he will depose him from the throne.
Sensing danger, Yonatan told David to hide in
the field rather than attend Shaul’s Rosh Cho-
desh feast. Yonatan then attended the feast
and gauged the king’s mood. Realizing that
Shaul was determined to kill David, Yonatan
went out to the field, shot three arrows and
called to his assistant, “The arrow is beyond
you,” a predetermined signal to his friend that
it was not safe to return to the king’s palace.

Before parting, the two friends kissed and
wept, and swore to maintain their friendship
for generations to come. ®

s

34th sedra of 54; first of 10 in Bamidbar.
Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd.

30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th.

159 pesukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamidbar).
1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamidbar).
7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamidbar).

LA

None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the
largest of the 17 sedras without mitzvot.

NEVE DANIEL EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE
PROPERTIES FOR SALE/RENT

The community, the landscape,
the privacy, 10 minutes
from Jerusalem/Malha.

Half the price/double size
Onceit's sold, it's gone

CALL NOW: Keren 0544 874 122
K.Yabne Realty
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7% N DY BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
A SHORT VORT 7//,////,/,///////,/,/,// 7777 %7
Z 7 5//‘///’/7/45%‘;%@//22///’//’//’/’/)/%/7/'///// 7.
“Of the children of Yosef, namely of the children of Ephraim (1:32) ...Of the children of Me-
nashe” (1:34) - (77:x) nwan 1a7...(27:X) DNOX 127 QoI 1aY.
When counting the tribes in this week’s Parsha, Ephraim is enumerated before Menashe and
yet in the second reckoning of the tribes in Parshat Pinchas (26:28), Menashe is numbered first.
Why? Is there significance to the order mentioned?
The Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman 1194-1270) answers that as per Yaakov’s blessing,
Ephraim was to be deemed the first born, giving him initial priority over Menashe. However, at
the second counting of the tribes, Menashe is counted first since at this time, Menashe had more
descendants than Ephraim, giving him preference over the two.
However, in the narrative of the spies, the tribe of Ephraim is once again mentioned first
(13:8;11), seemingly, due to the praised role of Yehoshua Bin Nun, the spy from the tribe of
Ephraim who actively interfered with any evil tidings about the Land of Israel, giving his tribe
precedence in the counting.
The Netziv (Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin 1816-1893) explains that the ordering of Ephraim be-
fore Menashe is based on the spiritual and physical reality of the Israelites at that time. In the first
census, the tribe of Ephraim represents the spiritual greatness which the Israelites owed to a mi-
raculous existence in the desert, completely relying on G-d’s open daily participation. The change
to Menashe leading, in the second census, demonstrates the transition from relying on miracles
to working within the laws of nature upon entering the Land of Israel.
Shabbat Shalom
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Ehud Manor 20, For Sale
Endless sea view from this gorgeous, new apartment
on the 30th floor of the newest luxury building in Ir-
Yamim. Modern kitchen, spacious master-suite.

Briga Towers, For Sale
Most luxurious upgraded apartment, in the top-of-
the line building, 1st line to the sea, stunning views,
modern Habitat kitchen, can be sold furnished.

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.
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B\ SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

Specialists in: Tile roof construction and
repairs, shingle roof coating. Waterproofing:
flat roofs, exterior walls, balconies (from
the foundation and external), basements,
swimming pools. Gutter repairs. Pergola
construction and enclosure of balconies with
light construction. Leak detection.

Our clients include: Ben Gurion Airport, Israel
Police, Government Ministries, and more.

Certified waterproofing contractor
(Standards Institute approved).

Free inspection and consultation
with no obligation.

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766 e
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FOR SALE!
3 BEDROOM
APARTMENT
in a new assisted living facility in Kiryat Yovel.

*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-stop
daily program
*30 second walk to Shul and Shiurim
*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot Kiddish
*Trips, excursions & weekly live
musical performances
*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in
private Mamad room
*Transportation ideal. Walking
distance to buses & trains.
*Apartment & Machsan registered in
Tabu in your name
*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any Diyur
Mugan in Israel

OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE NEGOTIABLE.

To see apartment & ask questions, contact
Shmuel - Ofzma Nechasim 050-7971552
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My first exposure to the study of the Bible
was in the Yiddish language. We spoke only
English at home, but almost all the teachers
we had in the yeshiva I attended were Holo-
caust survivors who had escaped to the safe-
ty of these shores only a few years prior.

I must admit that we learned to translate
into Yiddish by rote and had little concep-
tion about what the words meant in English.
Thus, we translated the very first verse of the
Torah as “In der anfang hatte der Oibeshter
bashaffen”, not having a clue that “In der
anfang” meant “in the beginning,” that the
“Oibeshter” was “the One Above,” and that
“bashaffen” meant “created.”

When we reached the Book of Numbers,
Sefer Bamidbar, we finally had a teacher
who, although he continued to provide the
Yiddish translation, told us, in his broken
English, what the words meant in the lan-
guage we understood. And he would even
provide visual aids, photographs and draw-
ings, which would help us truly grasp the
meaning of what we were studying.

I'll never forget his opening lesson. He told
us that we were beginning a new book of the
Torah, and a new weekly Torah portion, that
both went by the name “Bamidbar”. “In Yid-
dish”, he said, “the word means ‘in der veester-
nisht.” “ We were all about nine years old and
the word “veesternisht” triggered a giggle
which soon morphed into hilarious laughter.
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

There is something about the sound of the
word that is comical to me to this very day.

He waited for our laughter to subside, and
then said that “veesternisht” in English meant
“a desert.” And he showed us a picture of
the Saharan desert. “The Jewish people
were wandering through such a desert,” he
explained, “and the entire book that we are
beginning to study took place there.”

He then asked us if we remembered com-
ing across the word “veesternisht” earlier in
our studies, in a slightly abbreviated form.

It was my dear friend Michael, who passed
away some years ago now, who remembered
that first verse in Genesis, which contains the
phrase “tohu va’vohu”, which is generally
translated as “unformed and void”. In Yid-
dish, the phrase is rendered as “poost und
veest, empty and desolate.”

Bamidbar is the Torah portion which we
read this week, and which is always read on
the Shabbat before Shavuot. I researched
about a dozen biblical translations, including
some non-Jewish ones, and found that only a
few translated “Bamidbar” as “in the desert
“. The vast majority preferred the word “wil-
derness” to “desert,” so that the key phrase in
the first verse of our parsha reads “...The Lord
spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai ...”

Although the dictionaries I consulted did
not distinguish sharply between “desert”
and “wilderness,” it is the latter that rings



true as the English equivalent of the Yiddish
“veesternisht.” An empty, confusing, and
frightening wasteland.

It was in that wasteland that our ancestors
wandered for forty years, and it is that waste-
land where we received the Torah.

Why? Why was the Torah given in this
wild and chaotic terrain?

Like most questions of this sort, numer-
ous answers have been given over the ages.
I would like to share with you an answer
which makes great sense to me.

If one reads further than just the first verse
of this week’s parsha (Numbers 1:1-4:20), he
discovers that although the image we have
of the wilderness is one of disorder and con-
fusion, the narrative theme of these several
opening chapters is one of order and sys-
tematic organization. The tribes are divided
into 12 distinct units, each one is assigned
its own unique flag or banner, and its place
in the procession through the wilderness is
precisely specified. The entire parsha can be
summarized as “making order in the midst
of chaos.”

It strikes me that the ability to organize
one’s environment in a beneficial and order-
Iy manner is a basic human skill that every
society must first possess before it can pro-
ceed toward greater cultural achievement.
Having said that, we can appreciate that
before the Torah could be given to the Jewish
people there was a necessary prerequisite:
the establishment of a functional society in
which people could get along with each other
in a peaceful and productive manner. Only in
such a context could the Torah be properly
absorbed.

There is an ancient saying which states
this idea unequivocally: “Derech eretz kadma
leTorah.” Literally translated as, “The way of

the world precedes Torah.” (Midrash Vayikra
Rabba, 9:3). More generally, it means first
one must have an ethical, just and humane
society. Only then can one proceed to Torah.

We can classify this week’s Torah portion
as the parsha of derech eretz, because in it a
nation successfully copes with the trials and
tribulations of its environment. It tamed a
wilderness by creating a civilization. It dealt
with a wasteland by establishing a function-
ing and equitable society.

That is why it is precisely this parsha that
precedes Shavuot. Shavuot is the anniversary
of Matan Torah, of the Divine revelation, the
giving of the Torah. The Almighty does not
reveal Himself to a people who cannot get
along with each other in an orderly and civi-
lized manner. He does not express His will to
individuals, communities, or nations who, in
today’s jargon, “can’t get their act together.”

He does not give His Torah in a wilder-
ness, in a wasteland, in a “veesternisht.” He
expects us to first act toward each other with
derech eretz, respectfully and courteously. He
demands that we first tame that wilderness
and cultivate that wasteland. Only then are
we deserving of His great gift.

Derech eretz kadma leTorah. Humane
behavior first, and only afterwards the
Torah. That’s how it was that very first time
in the wilderness of Sinai, and that’s how it
must be this weekend, when the Shabbat of
Bamidbar immediately precedes the festival
of Matan Torah.

% Mazal Tov to *
Rochelle & Stefan Somogyi
and family on the birth of a

great grandson
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The zim
@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav
Sde llan in the Lower Galilee

Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor
kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and
covered in winter

WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312
Website: Weissman.Farm
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A Rare Opportunity
in Rehavia / Talbiya

Elegant luxury living in the heart of
Jerusalem. Approximately 240 sqm on one
level, in a prestigious new building,
featuring a large sukkah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, private parking, and storage.

27,000,000 nis
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HAS YOUR DISEASE BEEN IMPACTED BY THE WAR IN ISRAEL?
Are the symptoms of your Crohn'’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis worse now?

I WANT TO HELP AND AM OFFERING 50% OFF
FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY THE WAR!
Take back control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will helpyou  Regain energy  Feel in control again
[T} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
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Shrouded
in Mystery

Finally, having completed the Omer count,
we arrive at Shavuot, the festival that is wide-
ly seen as commemorating Matan Torah, the
Revelation at Sinai.

Things, however, are not as simple as they
seem...

By all rights, we should encounter a festi-
val that is clear and direct. Revelation is the
single most important event in Jewish history,
marking the moment of God’s closest contact
with man. The fundamental character of our
nation and the foundation of the world’s mor-
al code emerge from Matan Torah, as Divine
law is handed to man.

We would expect this monumental event to
be clearly demarcated in the Torah and the
festival that marks its onset to be unambigu-
ously defined.

Instead...

We are confronted with a festival and a
historical event shrouded in mystery. A series
of enigmas surrounds both the festival of
Shavuot and the onset of Revelation, clouding
what should have been the clear commemo-
ration of a monumental event:
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Consider the following;:

Nowhere in the Torah do we find a link-
age between Shavuot and Revelation. It
remains for the rabbis, generations later,
to clearly identify the festival as Zman
Matan Torateinu, the time of the giving of
our Torah.

Nowhere in the Torah do we find a spec-
ified calendar date for the festival of
Shavuot. Most glaringly, when the Torah
lists the festivals and their offerings in
Sefer Bamidbar, calendar dates are giv-
en for all, with one exception. Shavuot is
the only festival listed with no calendric
reference, at all.

Strikingly, the Torah is also vague con-
cerning the facts surrounding revelation,
itself. The arrival of the Israelites to the
Wilderness of Sinai, is simply recorded
as follows: “In the third month from the
Exodus of the children of Israel from the
Land of Egypt, on this day, they came to
the Wilderness of Sinai. It is left for the
rabbis to determine exactly “which day”
is the narrative’s “this day.”

To complicate matters further, debate
emerges concerning the timetable of
events immediately prior to Revelation.
At issue is whether or not Moshe “adds
an additional day” to the divinely man-
dated three days of preparation for
Revelation.”

The majority opinion maintains that
Moshe, following God’s instructions to
the letter, retains the count of three days.
Rabbi Yossi argues, however, that Moshe



added a fourth day to God’s three.

o This disagreement leads to an even more

significant divergence of opinion con-
cerning the exact date of Revelation.
According to the majority view, three
days of preparation directly lead to Rev-
elation’s onset on the sixth day of Sivan,
the date of the Shavuot festival. Accord-
ing to Rabbi Yossi, however, an extra day
of preparations delays Revelation by a
day, moving its onset to the seventh day
of Sivan, the day after Shavuot.
We are thus faced with the startling con-
clusion that, according to Rabbi Yossi, the
festival commemorating Matan Torah
does not correspond to the day of the
actual event.

«  Finally, the Festival of Shavuot is note-
worthy for what it lacks. In our time,
there is no unique mitzvah associated
with this day. Shavuot is governed solely
by the generic mitzvot common to every
Biblical Festival.!

In short, there seems to be a deliberate
attempt, Biblical and beyond, to surround
both the festival of Shavuot and the historical
event upon which it is based with mystery.
Why should this be so? As we have noted, one
would think that the single most important
event in Jewish history would be clearly and
decisively marked.

A fascinating, far-reaching answer is hinted
at in a well-known Midrashic observation and
elaborated upon by later authorities.

The Midrash focuses on the aforementioned
Torah passage that describes the arrival of

1. For the sake of completeness, I would point
out that there is another festival that arguably
features this phenomenon-Shemini Atzeret.

A full discussion of the relationship between
these two festivals and the place of each in the
flow of the calendar, however, is beyond the
parameters of this study.

the Israelites at the site of Revelation: “In the
third month from the Exodus of the children
of Israel from the Land of Egypt, on this day,
they came to the Wilderness of Sinai.”

How strange! The Torah is clear about the
calendar date of numerous other events. Why
is it conspicuously silent in this case, leaving
it up to the rabbis to determine which day is
“this day”?

This text, however, is even more puzzling
than it seems at first . Not only is the Torah
ambiguous concerning the timing of the
nation’s arrival at Sinai, but the terminology
actually used by the text is inherently prob-
lematic. The Torah does not say, as we would
expect: “on that day [ba’yom hahu], they came
to the Wilderness of Sinai.” Instead, as indicat-
ed above, the text reads: “on this day [ba’yom
hazeh], they came to the Wilderness of Sinai.”

Why does the Torah refer to a millennia-old
moment as “this day”?

Because, suggest the rabbis, the text means
to convey an overarching message: “When
you study Torah, [its words] should not be
ancient in your eyes, but as if they were given
to you ‘this day.”

Or, as Rashi puts it: “At all times, the Torah’s
words should seem as new to you [variant:
as dear to you] as if they were given to you
today.”

There is, I believe, much more to these
rabbinic observations than meets the eye. In
essence, the rabbis are emphasizing that:

Revelation is not a historical event.

The Patriarchal era, the Exodus, the wan-
dering in the wilderness, the entry into the
land of Canaan, and so much more are peri-
ods and incidents rooted in the past. They are
meant to be learned from, reexamined, reex-
perienced, even seen as prototypes for the
present —but they are all past events.
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Revelation is different. Matan Torah is a
process that continues to this day and beyond.
Every time we study a text, ask a halachic
question, or share a Torah thought, we stand
again at Sinai receiving the Torah. Every time
the rabbis apply the law to changing circum-
stances, suggest new insight into an age-old
text, or enact new legislation to protect the
community, we participate in Revelation.
When concerns ranging from in vitro fertil-
ization to stem cell research to the definition
of death and its impact on organ donation are
actively addressed and debated within Jewish
law, Matan Torah unfolds.

We can now understand the Torah’s reluc-
tance to pinpoint both the date and the holi-
day marking Revelation. Either of these two
acts would root Matan Torah in the past. Like
so many other historical events, Revelation
would become an event to celebrate and com-
memorate, rather than a process in which to
participate.

The Torah, therefore, leaves it to the rabbis
to determine the date on which the Israelites
actually stood at Sinai and to draw the inevita-
ble conclusion that the Shavuot festival marks
that date.

The text itself remains silent concerning
these issues in order to remind us that we stand
at Sinai today

We can now understand, as well, why
no unique mitzvah populates this festival.
Shavuot is a celebration of the entire Torah and
all of its mitzvot.

To the uninitiated, the allure of Torah study
is often difficult to comprehend. What is this
fascination with age-old, seemingly archaic
text? What satisfaction can be found in por-
ing over rabbinic observations authored cen-
turies ago?

The following story begins to answer these
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questions.

Many years ago, I made the acquaintance of
a young man who came to Talmud study late
in his educational development. One day, he
turned to me and said: “You know why I love
the Talmud? Because when I begin to study
Talmud, the boundaries of time disappear.
Suddenly I am sitting at a table, present at a
discussion between Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi
Yishmael, dating back to the beginning of the
Common Era.

“As the conversation continues, Rav Huna
[third century] offers a thought; Abbaye
[fourth century] makes a comment, only to
be countered by Rava [fourth century], as Rav
Ashi [fifth century] joins in.

“Then Rashi [1040-1105] makes an obser-
vation and is immediately challenged by his
descendants, the Tosafists [twelfth-thirteenth
centuries]. Others soon join the discussion,
including the Rambam [1135-1204] and Rabbi
Yosef Karo [1488-1575], all making their posi-
tions known...

“And I, I am there too, at the table, asking
my questions and adding my thoughts to a
dialogue that will continue long after I am
gone, as well.”2

To be part of an eternal conversation, to
connect both with God’s will and with gen-
erations long gone, to stand at Sinai in our
day: that, in essence, is the adventure that
the Torah provides...and that the Festival of
Shavuot celebrates. m

2. Many of you may be familiar with an essay
recorded in the name of Rabbi Soloveichik

in which he eloquently describes a similar
experience. I have chosen to record this
version, because of my personal Involvement.

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the
OU Press volumes "Unlocking the Torah Text,"
and "Unlocking the Haggada."
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Love as Law,
Law as Love

On the face of it the connections between
the sedra and haftara of Bamidbar are slen-
der. The first has to do with demography.
Bamidbar begins with a census of the people.
The haftara begins with Hosea’s vision of a
time when “the number of the children of
Israel will be like the sand on the seashore
which cannot be measured or numbered.”
There was a time when the Israelites could
be counted; the day will come when they will
be countless. That is one contrast between the
future and the past.

The second goes deeper. The sedra and the
book that bears its name are called Bamid-
bar, meaning “in the wilderness”. The book
is about the wilderness years in both a phys-
ical and spiritual sense: a time of wandering
and internal conflict. Hosea, however, fore-
sees a time when God will bring the people
back to the desert and there enact a second
honeymoon:

...I'will lead her into the wilderness

and speak tenderly to her...

There she will respond as in the days of her
youth,
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As in the day she came out of Egypt.

(Hosea 2:14)

What gives the haftara its special reso-
nance, however, is the fact that Bamidbar
is always read on the Shabbat preceding
Shavuot, the festival of the giving of the Torah
at Mount Sinai. The fact that tradition chose
this of all prophetic passages tells us some-
thing deeply moving about how the Jewish
people understood this festival, and about the
Torah itself as the living connection between
a people and God.

The story of Hosea is one of the strangest
of that great chain of visionaries we call the
Prophets. It is the story of a marriage. The
prophet married a woman called Gomer.
He was deeply in love with her. We can infer
this, because of all the prophets, Hosea is the
most eloquent and passionate on the subject
of love. Gomer, however, proved faithless.
She left home, had a series of lovers, was
serially unfaithful, and was eventually forced
to sell herself into slavery. Yet Hosea, caught
between anger and tender longing, found that
he could not relinquish his love for her.

In a flash of prophetic insight, God leads
him to understand that his own personal
experience mirrors that between God and the
Israelites. He had rescued them from slavery,
led them through the wilderness, and brought



them to their new home, the land of Israel. But
the people proved faithless. They worshipped
other gods. They were promiscuous in their
spiritual attachments. By rights, says God, I
should have abandoned them. I should have
called them (as the prophet called his third
child) Lo-ammi, “you are not My people”. Yet
God’s love is inextinguishable. He too cannot
let go. Whatever the people’s sins, He will bring
them back into the desert, the scene of their
first love, and their marriage will be renewed.

The Talmud in Pesachim gives an extraor-
dinary account of the dialogue between God
and Hosea — the unwritten story of the epi-
sode that precedes chapter 1 of the book of
Hosea.

The Holy One, blessed be He, says to Hosea,
“Your children have sinned.” To this, the proph-
et should have replied, “they are Your children,
the children of your favoured ones, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Be merciful to them.” Not
only does he not say this, but what he actually
says is, “Lord of the universe, the whole world
is yours. Exchange them for another nation.”
The Holy One, blessed be He, says, “What shall
I do with this old man? I will tell him to go and
marry a prostitute and have children by her.
Then I will tell him to send her away. If he can,
then I too will send Israel away.”

There are few more telling passages in the
whole of rabbinic literature. If I were to sum-
marise it, I would say: Who is a leader of the
Jewish people? Only one who loves the Jewish
people. Reading the prophetic literature, it is
easy to see the prophets as social critics. They
see the people’s faults; they speak them aloud;
their message is often a negative one, foretell-
ing disaster. The Talmud is telling us that such
a view is superficial and misses the essential
point. The prophets loved their people. They
spoke not out of condemnation but from the
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depths of deep desire. They knew that Israel
was capable of, and had been summoned to,
great things. They never criticised in order to
distance themselves, to set themselves above
and apart. They spoke in love — God’s love.
That is why, in Israel’s darkest nights, the
prophets always had a message of hope.

There is one verse in the haftara so deep
that it deserves special attention. God is telling
the prophet about the time yet to come when
He will bring His people back to the places
they once visited, the desert where they first
pledged their love, and there they will renew
their relationship:

On that day — declares the Lord — you will
call Me ‘my Husband’; you will no longer call
Me ‘my Master’.

The resonances of this sentence are impos-
sible to capture in translation. The key words
in Hebrew are Ish and Baal, and they both
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mean ‘hushand’. Hosea is telling us about two
kinds of marital relationships — and two kinds
of culture. One is signalled by the word Baal,
which not only means ‘husband’ but is also
the name of the Caananite god. Baal, one of
the central figures in the pantheon of the
ancient Near East, was the storm god of light-
ning and the fertility god who sends rain to
impregnate the ground. He was the macho
deity who represented sex and power on a
cosmic scale.

Hosea, punning on the name, hints at the
kind of world that emerges when you wor-
ship sex and power. It is a world without
loyalties, where relationships are casual and
people taken advantage of and then dropped.
A marriage predicated on the word Baal is
a relationship of male dominance in which
women are used not loved, owned not hon-
oured. The word Baal means, among other
things, ‘owner’.

Against this Hosea describes a differ-
ent kind of relationship. Here, his literary
device is not pun but quotation. In using the
word Ish to describe the relationship between
God and His people, the prophet is evoking a
verse at the beginning of Genesis — the words
of the first man seeing the first woman:

“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of
my flesh. She shall be called ‘woman’ for she
was taken out of man.”

Daringly, Hosea suggests that the making
of woman from man mirrors the creation of
humanity from God. First they are separated,
then they are joined again, but now as two
distinct persons each of whom respects the
integrity of the other. What joins them is a
new kind of relationship built on fidelity and
trust.

How we understand the giving of the Torah
depends on how we see the relationship



between God and the people He chose to be
His special witnesses on earth. Inevitably, the
language of Judaism when it speaks of God
is metaphorical. The Infinite cannot be com-
passed in finite categories. The metaphors the
prophets use are many. God is, among other
things, Artist, Creator, King, Master, Warrior,
Shepherd, Judge, Teacher, Redeemer and
Father. From the point of view of God-as-king,
the Torah is the code of laws He ordains for
the people He rules. From the perspective of
God-as-father-and-teacher, it represents the
instructions He gives His children as to how
they should best live. Adopting the image of
Artist-Creator, Jewish mystics throughout the
ages saw the Torah as the architecture of the
universe, the deep structure of existence.

Of all the metaphors, however, the most
lovely and most intimate was of God as hus-
band, with Israel as His bride. Isaiah says:

For your Maker is your husband, The Lord
Almighty is His name... (Isaiah 54:5)

Likewise Jeremiah:

‘Return, faithless people,” declares the Lord,
‘for I am your husband.’ (Jeremiah 3:14)

This is how Ezekiel describes the marriage
between God and Israel in the days of Moses:

Later I passed by, and when I looked at you
and saw that you were old enough for love,
I spread the corner of My garment over you
and covered your nakedness. I gave you My
solemn oath and entered into a covenant
with you — declares the Lord, God — and you
became Mine. (Ezekiel 16:8)

From this perspective, the Torah is more
than a constitution and code of laws, more
than a set of instructions or even the meta-
physical DNA of the universe. It is a marriage
contract — a token and gesture of love.

When attraction, that most fleeting of emo-
tions, seeks to perpetuate itself as love, it takes
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the form of marriage: marriage as covenant,
in which both parties pledge themselves
to one another, to be loyal, steadfast, to stay
together through difficult times as well as
good and to achieve together what neither
could do alone. A marriage is created not by
force or coercion but by words — the word
given, the word received, the word honoured
in faithfulness and trust. There are such
things as the laws of marriage (the respective
responsibilities of husband and wife), but
marriage of its essence is more than a dispas-
sionate set of obligations and rights. It is law
suffused with love, and love translated into
law. That, according to this metaphor, is what
the Sinai event was.

The supreme poet of marriage was Hosea.
By reading this haftara on the Shabbat before
Shavuot, we make a momentous affirmation:
that in giving the Torah to Israel, God was not
asserting His power, dominance, or lordship
over Israel (what Hosea means when he uses
the word baal). He was declaring His love.
That is why it is no accident that the words
with which the haftarah end - among the
most beautiful in the entire religious liter-
ature of humankind - are the words Jewish
men recite every weekday morning as they
wind the strap of the hand-tefillin like a wed-
ding ring around their finger, renewing daily
the marriage covenant of Sinai:

I will betroth you to Me for ever;

I will betroth you to Me in righteousness
and justice, love, and compassion;

I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness,

And you will know God. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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Renewal Demands Reunion
“Machar Chodesh”

At first glance, we might assume that few
haftarot would have a more obvious reason
for their selection than today’s reading. The
opening words alone express the significance
of this day: “Machar Chodesh” — “tomorrow is
anew month”, and, indeed, it is! And yet, it is
difficult to imagine that these mere two words
would motivate Chazal to choose this selection
from Shmuel A, and none other.

HaRav Yissachar Ya’akovson, in his classic
work “Chazon HaMikra,” wonders why as
well, and therefore, he points to a number of
other connections between the haftarah and
the upcoming Rosh Chodesh. Among them is
the fact that the beginning of a month which
is declared upon witnessing the renewal of
the moon, reminds us of the general concept
of renewal - a fresh beginning, a new start,
a beginning! This simple truth is the most
basic teaching for Israel as she faces a new
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month, a Rosh Chodesh. In the same way,
we can sense an emerging “power struggle”
between the King Sha’ul and the future King
David, a struggle that is reflected in the events
depicted in this haftarah. The eventual flight
of David from the royal family must be seen
as the dawning of a new beginning and fresh
start for the entire kingdom of Israel. In fact,
as Rav Ya’akovson suggests, the Midrash
that declares that the moon’s brightness was
reduced when it complained that “two kings
cannot share the same crown”, can be well
understood as a description of the Sha’ul vs.
David struggle, with these two kings vying for
one Crown.

We would be mistaken, however, were
we to see this struggle as a personal battle
between these two righteous men. Sha’ul,
depicted in the Tanach as having lost G-d’s
“spirit”, struggled with bouts of depression
and as a result, was often not in control of his
own actions. Indeed, during his moments of
clarity, he admitted that he had behaved poor-
ly toward David, admitting that his son-in-law
would succeed him upon the throne. David,
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meanwhile, never actively sought the king-
ship, despite the fact that he had been prom-
ised the throne and had even been anointed
by the navi Shmu’el. When we study David’s
behavior throughout his years, we might well
be surprised to find that he eschewed using
violence to rise to power and punished those
who did so in attempting to place him on the
throne. David would accept the crown only if
he was both the choice of G-d AND the will of
the people.

And with that “mandate”, David left us with
a lesson for today.

David HaMelech understood that there
could not be a renewal, a rebirth, without a
reunification. A new era could not be forced
upon a reluctant people. Change would be
successful only if the nation united behind
the change and supported it. We must there-
fore realize that “Machar Chodesh,” tomorrow
could be the beginning of an age of renewal,
the messianic era. It could be the time when
the Mashiach, the scion of David, arrives.
But he will not take his rightful place on the
throne until we, as a united people, support it,
desire it and work together peacefully to make
ithappen. m
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... Just as they encamped, so must they
travel — each person in his place, by their
banners. (Bamidbar 2:17)

The Menachem Tzion (son-in-law of Rav
Tzvi Pesach Frank) offers a striking drash
on this pasuk.

Human behavior is often inconsistent. At
times, we swing between extremes depend-
ing on where we are and who is watching.
When we are in our own environment like
in our home, our shul, or our neighborhood,
people recognize us, so we are careful to
behave appropriately and preserve our
reputation. Yet when we leave that envi-
ronment and go on vacation or travel out
of town, where no one knows us, we may
allow ourselves liberties that would be
unthinkable back home.

For others, the opposite is true. At home,
among familiar faces, they may feel com-
fortable “letting loose,” assuming that
people understand them or will excuse
their behavior. Yet when they leave their
community, they suddenly become careful,
reserved, and measured, taking special care
to make a good impression on those who do
not know them.
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The Torah speaks directly to this incon-
sistency. “Just as they encamped, so must
they travel.”

Our behavior should not change based on
geography. The same standards that guide
us when we are settled at home must guide
us when we are on the move. Who we are
in familiar spaces should be who we are
everywhere.

Rabbi Benjamin Blech points to a related
idea in the mitzvah of Chanukah. We place
the menorah near the doorway, opposite
the mezuzah. The mezuzah, on the left as
we enter, reminds us to maintain a high
level of spirituality inside our homes. When
we leave the house, the menorah stands on
our right, reminding us that we defeated the
Greeks and must carry that confidence and
commitment beyond our private space into
the public world, even when it feels hostile
or challenging.

True avodat Hashem is not situational.
It does not depend on comfort, familiarity,
or who happens to be watching. The Torah
asks us for integrity. We should exhibit one
identity and one set of values whether we
are encamped or traveling.

May we merit to live lives of consistency
and inner strength, serving Hashem with
the same sincerity at home and on the road,
in the safety of our communities and in the
uncertainty of unfamiliar places. When our
penimiyut (inner- spirit) and chitzoniyut
(outer- behavior) align, we become walking
sanctuaries wherever we go.
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Deep Desire

The book of Bamidbar opens with the com-
mand to take a census of the people. The sec-
tion concludes, “Vaya’asu bnei Yisrael kechol
asher tziva Hashem et Moshe kein asu — And
the children of Israel did according to all
that Hashem had commanded Moshe, thus
did they do.” (Bamidbar 1:54) Why the repe-
tition — “they did, thus did they do”? What is
the relevant message here?

The Alshich Hakadosh finds a fundamen-
tal lesson. Chazal teach that Hashem links a
good thought to an action (Kiddushin 40a); if
one has a good thought he is credited as if he
actually accomplished what he intended to
do. Therefore, by accepting Hashem’s com-
mand, they are credited with doing it. Once
they actually implemented the command, it
is recorded as well.

What is a “good thought” that is consid-
ered as an action? Rav Weissblum in He’arat
Derech understands that these thoughts are
one’s ratzon, his positive intention to do a
mitzvah. One’s sincere desire is the foun-
dational spark of the mitzvah; its actual
fulfillment is solely in Hashem’s hands. Yet,
if one is willing to be moser nefesh, to go to
any extent to do a mitzvah, he will have the
Divine assistance to succeed.

“Bederech she’adam rotzeh leileich bah mol-
ichin oto — along the path a person wishes to
proceed, one leads [and assists] him.” (Makot
10b) The commentators note that molichin
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is expressed in the plural form, meaning,
each determined effort, every step one
takes toward achieving a mitzvah, generates
angels that help and assist him to overcome
any obstacles that may lay in the way of his
goal. The essence of a mitzvah lies in one’s
internal commitment and dedication to its
fulfillment.

It is important to be honest about one’s
desire. How far are we willing to go? At what
point might we give up and blame outside
circumstances? If we really want to do a
mitzvah and can envision all possible chal-
lenges, and are nevertheless ready to push
forward, that desire is credited as a fulfill-
ment of the mitzvah. This was the great dec-
laration of Am Yisrael at Har Sinai, “na’aseh
v’nishma.” Their burning desire to align with
Hashem’s Will expressed itself in the word
NA’ASEH — we will do even before we hear
anything at all!

The Shelah Hakadosh teaches that Shavuot
is a day of judgement. Just like on Rosh
Hashanah, Hashem decides our material
success, on Shavuot, Hashem judges one’s
commitment to mitzvah observance to deter-
mine one’s overall success in Torah learning
for the coming year. Hashem calculates how
much a person will be inspired in his avodat
Hashem, how one’s Torah learning will affect
change and how successfully he will devel-
op his middot. Dovid Hamelech declares,
“Pote’ach et yadecha u’masbia lechol chai
ratzon — You open Your hand and satisfy
every living thing [with] its desire.” (Tehil-
lim 145:16) The He’arat Derech explains



that Hashem fulfills one’s spiritual desires
depending on his ratzon, his level of sin-
cerity. It is no wonder that we spend seven
complete weeks in preparation for Shavuot,
developing and refining our deep desire to
serve Hashem.

The Tosher Rebbe zt”l in Avodat Avodah
teaches that Elul, which is known as an “et
ratzon,” is not solely about adding and com-
mitting to do more and more mitzvot. It is
about strengthening one’s ratzon, engag-
ing one’s drive to do the mitzvot that he is
already doing with heightened resolve.
Similarly, as we prepare for Shavuot, we can
focus on our ultimate desire, to passionate-
ly fulfill the Will of Hashem. This genuine
yearning will merit us the most positive
judgement on Shavuot to have a year filled
with spiritual growth, Torah learning and
continued inspiration. m
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Each year on Shavuot, we are granted the
opportunity to return — if only symbolically
— to that awe-filled moment in Jewish his-
tory, when we stood 7nX 292 TNX VN T,
united as one, to receive the Torah at Sinai.

The first of the Aseret HaDibrot proclaims:

“Anochi Hashem Elokecha Asher Hotzeiti-
cha Me’Eretz Mitzrayim, Mi’Beit Avadim” —
“I am Hashem your G-d, Who has taken
you forth from the Land of Egypt, from the
house of servitude...”

Many of our mefarshim are troubled by a
fundamental question: Why does HaKadosh
Baruch Hu choose to introduce Himself spe-
cifically as the One Who redeemed us from
Egypt, rather than as the Creator of heaven
and earth? Why is the defining attribute,
as it were, in this opening declaration, the
redemption from servitude, rather than the
act of creation itself?

The Kedushat Levi, Reb Levi Yitzchak
of Berditchev, zy”a, offers a deeply mov-
ing insight. HaKadosh Baruch Hu, he
explains, deliberately emphasizes that the
Torah is given to Am Yisrael only after their
redemption from Egypt. Had the Torah been
presented to them while they were still
enslaved, their acceptance might have been
perceived — internally or externally — as
compelled, as though their very freedom
were contingent upon their acquiescence.

By first redeeming them, by lifting them
out of the Beit Avadim, and only then offer-
ing the Torah, Hashem affirms that Kabbalat
HaTorah is not an act born of coercion, but
rather one rooted in love — an expression
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of the deep and enduring relationship
between the Ribbono Shel Olam and His
people.

Hashem first freed us, teaches Reb Levi
Yitzchak, so that we might shed the very
mindset of servitude, so that we could stand
at Sinai not as subjects under duress, but as
1N 212 — free souls — capable of entering
into a covenant of love. The Torah, then, is
not imposed; it is bestowed. It is a gift — like
that of a loving parent to a cherished child.

In this spirit, we find a foundational
teaching of the Baal HaTanya zy’a is that
the Torah and mitzvot are an expression
of divine chesed, through which HaKadosh
Baruch Hu, metaphorically, binds Himself to
Knesset Yisrael. Like a parent who gives not
as a formal obligation but as an expression
of essential love and identity, so too Matan
Torah is the revelation of an unbreakable
bond between Hashem and His children,
the Jewish People.

This foundational idea, embedded within
the very first of the Aseret HaDibrot, is one
that we are called upon to revisit each year
on Shavuot. It reminds us that the Torah is,
at its core, a manifestation of divine love,
and that our acceptance of it is meant to
mirror that love in return.

Yehi ratzon, as we prepare for Chag Matan
Torateinu, may we merit to internalize this
profound message — to receive the Torah
anew, not because we feel compelled to
accept it, but rather to accept it with love.

Chag Sameach m
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Rebbe Yitzchak of Vorka, zy’a, was respect-
ed for his deep, inner work, and beloved for
the close friendship that defined his Chasidic
court. Once, one of his Chasidim, R’ Yankel,
needed to marry off his daughter, but lacked
the funds for dowry. He approached his good
friend and neighbor R’ Moishe, and asked
for a loan of 1,000 rubles, promising that he
would do everything he could to pay back the
money right after the wedding.

R’ Moishe happily lent him the money,
suspecting that his friend wouldn’t be able
to follow through with his good intentions
to repay anytime soon. And that’s what hap-
pened. Years passed and R’ Yankel was never
able to get the money together. Then, money
became tight for R’ Moishe as well, and the
friends awkwardly avoided the issue of the
debt.

One day, R’ Moishe happened to see Reb-
be Yitzchok on the way to visit R’ Yankel. R’
Moishe stepped out onto the street, hoping for
an opportunity to broach the sensitive subject;
perhaps the Rebbe would help broker a solu-
tion to the outstanding loan. R’ Moishe was
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successful and the Rebbe agreed to speak with
the two friends together.

“My dear Yankeleh,” said the Rebbe in a
soothing, low voice, “the time has come for
you to repay your debt to Moishe.” The Reb-
be was fully aware that there was no real
possibility for the simple yid to gather the
funds, but he also knew of Yankel’s sincerity
of heart, and that Hashem would help.

Yankel went and turned over his house
searching for anything he could find. Half a
rubble here, a kopek there... After searching
high and low, he came up with a whopping
total of 57 rubles. The Rebbe smiled at Yan-
kel with gratitude, then closed his eyes and
entered a meditative state. With deep kava-
na, intention and concentration, he then
proceeded to count the rubles one by one: 1,
2, 3...55, 56, 57... However, the Rebbe didn’t
stop there, and continued counting the same
57 coins, over and over again until counting
the small pile of rubles a thousand times.

With a joyful wink, the Rebbe pushed
the small pile of coins across the table to R’
Moishe, and told him, “Here is your 1,000
rubles!”

Soon thereafter, R” Moishe became the
most wealthy gvir in Vorka.

Our sedra opens with these verses: “Hash-
em spoke to Moshe, Bamidbar Sinai, saying,
‘Take the sum of all Bnei Yisrael, by families
following their fathers’ houses; a head count
of every male according to the number of
their names... you and Aharon shall count
them.””(1:1-3) This begins another census of
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the Jewish People, and Moshe and Aharon
are instructed once again to collect half-shek-
els to make this accounting of Am Yisrael.

Rashi tells us that we are directed to count
Am Yisrael “often”: mitoch chibasan Ufanav,
“because they are dear to Him.... When they
left Egypt He counted them; when many fell
because of the Sin of the Golden Calf, He count-
ed them to know the number of the survivors;
when He came to cause His Divine Presence
to rest among them, He counted them. On the
first of Nissan, the Mishkan was erected, and
on the first of Iyar, He counted them.”

A Divinely mandated census aims not
just to clarify how many Jews there are, but
also to “lift up the heads” of Am Yisrael and
show that every one of us is important and
beloved. When we each contribute a half
shekel, we express our value as part of an
inseparable whole.

Rabbeinu Bachayei explains the reason for
the hanhaga, the custom we have until this
day of not counting people individually: as
individuals, we may not have enough person-
al zechus or merit to withstand judgment, so
we refrain from singling anyone out. Howev-
er, when we are counted as part of a commu-
nity, even if an individual is lacking merit, the
shared spiritual assets and identity as part of
the larger whole is always meritorious.

The incessant counting of Am Yisrael
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suggests that ‘we count’ in an infinite way.
Hashem sees us in terms of His promise
that we will be as the stars and the sand —
uncountable in quantity, as well as measure-
less in quality.

In the world of nature, the act of counting
is a quantification, defining and limiting
the amount that is observed. This is a cold,
objective assessment, the goal being an
abstraction, a specific number. However,
Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk teaches that the
counting of Am Yisrael has to be done spe-
cifically by Moshe and Aharon, the tzadikim
of the generation. With eyes of chiba, love,
they see the infinite worth of each individu-
alin Klal Yisrael. They understand the value
of the struggles and small victories of each
person, and the infinite treasure of every
mitzvah they perform, whether in ease or
under duress.

Imagine for a moment the immeasurable
value of all the mitzvos and acts of kindness,
all the impassioned words of prayer and
emunah, and all the loving self-sacrifices of
every Jew throughout history.... May we be
blessed with the ability to count as the tzadi-
kim — and to know our own infinite worth!

Excerpt from Baderech: Along the Path
of the Torah, forthcoming (Mosaica Press,
Elul 5786)
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

The prohibitions against cooking, consum-
ing, or deriving benefit from a mixture of
meat and milk are well known and exten-
sively detailed in Halacha. Equally significant
are the rabbinic safeguards instituted by Our
Sages surrounding these prohibitions. These
include restrictions such as eating meat and
dairy on the same table without a separation,
waiting between the consumption of meat
and milk, and many others.

Chazal established these safeguards
because both meat and milk are independent-
ly permissible foods. Since they are intrinsi-
cally kosher and commonly consumed, the
possibility of accidentally mixing them is
substantial. Therefore, strict preventative
measures were enacted to avoid any violation
even close to Basar Bechalav.

One of the lesser-known rabbinic decrees in
this area is the prohibition against producing
dairy bread.

The Gemara in Pesachim (31:a) relates
that »% )2 ywy» >27 advised his sons to knead
dough with milk. The Gemara questions this
practice and concludes that it is prohibited to
bake bread with milk because it may lead to
sin. Rashi explains that the concern is straight-
forward: dairy bread may mistakenly be eat-
en together with meat, resulting in a violation
of Basar Bechalav.

The Pri Chadash (YD 97:1) further explains
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the rationale behind this decree. Bread is a
staple food served at virtually every meal, and
it is uncommon to designate bread specifically
for either dairy or meat meals. Chazal there-
fore feared that if dairy bread were permitted,
it could easily be consumed with meat.
Although the Gemara discusses dairy bread
explicitly, it is evident from other sources that
the same concern applies to meat bread as
well (see Pesachim 30:b). The Gemara does not
focus on meat bread because such cases were
either less common or because visible pieces
of meat in the bread would generally make its
status obvious, thereby reducing the concern
for confusion (see Aruch Hashulchan YD 97:3).

Like many rabbinic enactments, this decree
functions as a broad and binding prohibition
with practical ramifications in numerous sit-
uations. Although the Gemara itself records
certain exceptions, we will focus here on the
fundamental parameters of the prohibition.

If milk or dairy products such as butter
or cream are mixed into dough and baked
into bread, the bread becomes prohibited
for consumption — even when eaten with
dairy foods. Once such bread is produced in
violation of the decree, it may not be eaten
and must be discarded. It may not be given to
others for consumption (Shulchan Aruch YD
97:1).

This prohibition applies regardless of the
circumstances. For example, it remains in
effect even if the baker is vegetarian or if the
bread was made during the Nine Days, when
meat consumption is traditionally avoided.



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

Likewise, the decree still applies even if the
only available meat is chicken, even though
the prohibition against mixing chicken and
milk is rabbinic rather than Biblical in nature
(see Pri Megadim 97:1).

The Chatam Sofer (YD 107) adds that the
prohibition is not limited to bread kneaded by
a Jew. Even if a Jew instructs a non-Jew to pre-
pare the dough, the resulting bread remains
prohibited because it was produced on behalf
of a Jew.

The Poskim discuss a case in which milk
was inadvertently added to bread dough. Does
the prohibition still apply bedi’eved (after the
fact)?

The Pri Megadim (Ibid) analyzes this issue
by examining the nature of the decree itself.
He questions whether the prohibition serves
primarily as a penalty for disregarding the
enactments of Our Sages, or whether it is fun-
damentally rooted in the practical concern
that dairy bread may eventually be eaten with
meat.

If the prohibition is punitive in nature, one
could argue that bread baked accidentally
with milk should remain permitted, since no
intentional violation occurred. However, if
the decree is based on the ongoing concern
of confusion and accidental mixing, then the
bread would remain prohibited regardless of
how the milk was added.

The accepted ruling appears to follow the
more stringent approach: even when milk
was added inadvertently, the bread remains
prohibited (See Pesakim Uteshuvot 97:3).

Later authorities discuss whether this
decree applies only to bread or also to other
baked goods made from dough whose bera-
chah is Borei Minei Mezonot. Although prod-
ucts such as bourekas and croissants warrant
separate discussion, crackers present a par-
ticularly relevant case because they are com-
monly eaten with both meat and dairy foods.

Some Poskim adopt a stringent position
regarding dairy crackers (Pesakim UTeshuvot
97:5). However, Yisroel Belsky maintained
that crackers were never included in the orig-
inal decree of Chazal, which was directed spe-
cifically toward bread and bread-like staples.

Based on Rav Belsky’s ruling, OU Kosher
certifies certain dairy crackers and labels
them with an “OU-D” designation.

We will continue in the coming weeks by
exploring additional details and applications
of these halachot.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
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This Week's Inspiration
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COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:10 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaMNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM
Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEXX/1I!

Maodiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH

IN RECHAVIA
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24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia I latatcRenBamaic

9:15 AM val n2vvn
Holy Poetry
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20AM
Contemporary Issues in Halacha

& Hashkafa Rabbi Anthony Manning 5‘“ | : ﬂy
11:25 AM nwpwzw

Mussar and Self Improvement:

A study of Rav Kook's sefer No Daytime Classes
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:

External Threats and Internal SPECIAL EVENT:
Developments Dr. Deborah Polster 10:45PM-4:30AM

Shavuot Night Learning

in Rechavia
Subscribe to our OU Israel s
ers /
Whatsapp Community for al in 2l Stship With _
information related to OU Israel Beit Knesset HaNassi,

classes and programs, including 24 Ussishkin St
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning
the OR Code above.
THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY

ORGE]

#THEQUISRAEL

*The schedule is subject to change




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS

hit

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026
academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"|

'7°T,0{727 N2Q'LI VNN DANAN 2 '7Tan bNID

'7°T,'7T'N QINE AT A'™IX N2 AN NfAY

Sponsored for
the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”|
'7°T IN'7T N2 XN'O VAW'TX

Dedicated by
Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and
Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
l'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”I
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”I
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of
Judy & Menachem Marcus

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham 2’|
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

054-281-4604 or to donate onlin

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter
for the refuah shleimah
of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for
the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v7
'7’T AN7W |2 210 DWI A”Y DANAN N2 DN

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 177
70T IN'7{7 2 A'7TI N’V A'TANA DA AN

0
THANKYOU

"Spc:-nsor A shiur / Torah T'dt:uts

please contact

Josh Churney:

054-281-4604

or donate online
://www.ouisrael.or

donate/ou-israel-center/

000




In Memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brochfeld a’h

5@ osH (ZHoDESH S VAN

Women's Seminar in Yerushalayim

ZEMIRA OZARDWSKI RABBANIT CHANA HENKIN SHALVIE FRIEDMAN AYALA HART (PRUWER)
Director, OU Israel Womnen's Division 0N [N and the Importance  How to Keep Torah Women's Avodah:
Words of Introduction of Understanding Halacha Fresh Every Doy  Becoming Torah Receivers

Sunday, May 17 Beit Knesset Hanasi 50 NIS
915 am - 1.00 pm Ussishkin 24 Includes brunch

Register at: ouisrgelorg/events/sivan2026

wow N3 frry
n."l "_‘-'.; s @
ﬂr"" fg. T¥ B e

# 7H1wl U\fllllll. d
o ;: 1 K
e peey & J: o
b %-—%M » o
: ¥ £ ] _;.J
> 4 s
for Young Women ages 18 25 /4
Sunday, May17 ~ Menorat Hamaor
8:00PM Nachal Maor 6
U s Insightsinto Shawuot | Bake Challah for
Y .;f{ with Rebbitzen | Families in Need
" @' ‘-{ Andrea Schulman | with Leman Achai
! ??:.1; # »> FREE EVENT | Register at <.~ §
[ ¥ 3

i & www.ouisrael.org/events/challahbake
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’i ‘m i OU Israel and Beit Knesset HaNassi present

_ <~ SHAVUOTNIGHT OV

THURSDAY, LEIL SHAVUOT | 6SIVAN | MAY21 | 10:45 PM-4:45 AM
BEIT KNESSET HANASSI, 24 USSISHKIN STREET, RECHAVIA

10:45PM Ruth’s Return (and her Lessons for us All)
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

11:45PM “A Dilemma at the Front Lines:
Add to Shabbat or Avoid Breaking It? Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg

12:45AM Medinat Yisrael-A State to Celebrate and Contemplate
Rabbi Sam Shor

1:45AM Why Choose a Nation, and Why Choose Us?
Rabbi Jesse Horn

2:45AM Halachic Man:The Stories Rav Soloveitchik
Loved to Tell and Their Meaning for Qur Lives y.
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider :

3:45AM After Mt. Sinai...Why Did We Blow it?
Rabbi YY Rubenstein

+.
%

4:45AM Megillat Rut
5:05AM Shacharit

Schedule is subject to change

Dedicated in the merit of a refua shleima for Itamar Menachem Refreshments
ben Naomi Henia, grandson of Rabbi Nachman and Faiga Kahan Served All Night
- Additional Sponsorship and dedication opportunities k

available, for more info contact jchurney@ouisrael.org

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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- Women’s Seminar in Beit Shemesh

Matan Torah: Ready To Receive
™~

BASYA TEITELBAUM RABBANIT CHANA HENKIN  RABBI ELI WAGNER ~ RABBI DOVID GOTTLIEB
Words of N jnn and the Maaseh V'nishma  The Aseret HaDibrot:
Introduction Importance of Beyond “Just Do It* Custom and
Understanding Halacha Controversy

Sunday, May 17 Eeit Midrash Terani Leumi 50 NIS,
9:15 am - 1:00 pm 5 Reuven Street Brunch Included

Musical Hallel by Register at:
Yocheved Shull and Yocheved Komfeld,

israel. ts) si 20268S
musical accompaniment by Miri Miller ouisrel org/events/sivan

N-C 5 ¥ o5 sBasAREall

SPRING REGIONAL

’_-. -t

Opan to 9-12“‘ Grade Boys & Girls

Apptyét Israel.ncsy.org
; .ﬂ.ppligatn_oﬂ" Close Sunday, May 24 at 12:00 PM
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PRE-SHAVUOT
gl o8 Learning

Monday May 18 : Ohel Ephraim
110 "7 N it Sitvanit 1

Join us for a community-wide event as we
= complete all of Chumash together, followed by
Divrei Torah from:

“Mrs. Jen Airley Mrs. Shira Smiles — Dr. Yael Ziegler

“Rabbanit Malke Bina — Rabbanit Shani Taragin

In memory of Rabbi Meyer Berglas 7”31

Scan QR code to
register - bring a
chavruta!!

Ben and Jerry's ice cream bar,

cheesecake buffet, -
‘ and iced coffee : P'
will be served! Ad !




Yachad Nofesh has a few spots left for male advisors!
A great opportunity to grow, build connections, and
make a real impact.

xﬂx Spots are limited-reach out today!

YACHAD Post12th gmde + b
| CAMP DATES: Up North!
REGISTER NOW! 6 July 15-29 2026 Kfar Hodayot- Minutes from
the Kineret
FOR MORE https://www.yachad.org/summer/

Rochal Sultan rochal.sultan@ou.org

INFO: become-a-summer-staff-member, 054-7548182

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
) Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
no experience needed

97 NNIYY NI
719X 132 102 2apy’ oYY

|
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance ‘«‘\"}

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

V Flying Soon? o
Travel with Confidence [HEr.
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Dental OR

o R R T T
n'770 NNnTIN2 0"1'Y NRIDNYT 1270 -

o T PP P P

The only private clinic in the Sharon, el

officially certified by the Ministry

of Health to perform dental

treatments under IV sedation and ‘

general anesthesia. n}ﬂﬁgn

Premium dentistry
under ———

GENERAL ANESTHESIA
(3) smemenn AR

while you sleep. “\.._:#

g\ DENTAL IMPLANTS
j Restore function and confidence

with precision and comfort.

"\ FULL MOUTH -
@ REHABILITATION @E? Stress-Free
i Dentistry

quality of life—completely
stress-free.

SAFE & MONITORED SAVE TIME EXPERT TEAM
Your safety is our Comprehensive care Specialsts in advanced

top priority. in faewer appointments.

dentistry & anesthesia.




GEULAS YISRAEL

N
ZION

RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Yom Yerushalayim: A City
the World Cannot Ignore

In the Moreh Nevuchim (3:45), the Ram-
bam addresses the striking absence of
Yerushalayim from the Torah. Though
Tanach later overflows with references to the
city, the Torah itself never names it explicitly,
even when describing visits to it. The Ram-
bam explains that this omission is deliber-
ate. Had the Torah clearly identified the site
of the Mikdash and the resting place of the
Shechinah, it would have drawn the atten-
tion and hostility of surrounding nations,
who might have seized or desecrated it. The
city would have been engulfed in violence.

Evidently, not every element of this plan,
as described by the Rambam, has unfolded
as envisioned. From as early as 500 BCE,
Yerushalayim has stood at the center of
relentless struggle, fought over, claimed, and
reclaimed across generations. That struggle
has not faded. To this day, we continue to
grapple with asserting a fully recognized and
internationally accepted Jewish sovereignty
over our city.

Though the name Yerushalayim does not
appear explicitly in the Torah, each of our
Avot encountered this mountain. Avraham’s
original journey to the Akeidah already trac-
es the future path and trajectory of our city.

A MORAL CITY
In truth, Avraham had already visited
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Yerushalayim long before the Akeidah. After
defeating the four tyrants who had imposed
areign of terror across the region, Avraham
arrives at the city then known as Shalem.
There he encounters a mysterious religious
figure, Malki Tzedek, a priest-king who pre-
sides over the city.

Something about this place stands apart.
Unlike Sedom, already marked by corrup-
tion, unlike the culture of Egypt which seizes
women from their husbands, and unlike the
empires of the four kings who ruled with
brute force, this city carries a different tone.
They offer bread and wine to a war-weary
Avraham and extend hospitality and shelter
as he recovers.

This behavior is not incidental. The city is
called Shalem, suggesting a human striving
toward moral wholeness, guided by a reli-
giously attuned leader who seeks to shape a
city worthy of that name.

It is also not incidental that the first mor-
al city in Sefer Bereishit emerges on this
mountain of Hashem. There is an instinc-
tive recognition of a divine moral presence,
and an attempt to shape human life in that
image. Chazal identify this figure as Shem,
the son of Noach who had already grasped a
form of monotheism even before Avraham’s
discovery.



This encounter between Avraham and
Malki Tzedek shows what had already been
achieved. It also shows what still remained
beyond reach and begins to point toward
what Avraham himself would later intro-
duce. They had built a moral city and were
striving for ethical refinement. Yet their
vision of shleimut was limited. They could
not grasp that full religious perfection or
completion cannot be achieved on human
terms, through human logic or moral intu-
ition alone.

Religious perfection requires transcen-
dence, an encounter with the Divine “Oth-
er,” a presence that does not conform to
human categories. That encounter arrives
in Parashat Vayeira, when Avraham is sum-
moned up the mountain to meet Hashem on
His terms, beyond human comprehension
and beyond moral instinct, to perform a com-
mand that defies understanding.

This is why the Torah spotlights the bread
and wine. Rashi comments that this gesture
foreshadows the korbanot that Avraham’s
descendants will one day bring upon this
mountain, particularly the menachot, com-
posed of flour and wine. There is a quiet
contrast embedded in this moment. Malki
Tzedek does not offer these items as a sac-
rifice. The bread and wine remain gestures
of hospitality and expressions of human
courtesy. They are noble gestures, but they
remain within the human sphere. One day,
Avraham and his children will take these
same materials and place them upon a miz-
be’ach, redirecting them toward a Higher
Being and transforming them into a korban.
The same bread and wine will be lifted from
the human sphere of courtesy into the divine

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

realm of avodah. From morality to divine
encounter.

The meeting between Avraham and Malki
Tzedek becomes a quiet transfer, a passing
of the baton. Malki Tzedek and his com-
munity introduced moral aspiration into a
violent and fractured world. But transcen-
dence had not yet entered the picture. Avra-
ham, by returning to this mountain for the
Akeidah, acknowledges and absorbs what
they achieved, yet recognizes that something
deeper still lies beyond it.

At the Akeidah, Avraham hears the moun-
tain named as the site where Hashem “sees,”
or behar Hashem yera’eh. It is not a place
where human beings come to see or compre-
hend Hashem. That remains beyond reach.
Hashem cannot be grasped, and His com-
mands, as the Akeidah so sharply illustrates,
do not submit to the limits of the human
mind. This is not a mountain we ascend to
see Hashem, but to be seen by Him. It is not
Shalem but Year’eh.

Eventually, the city carries both original
names, preserving the achievement of Malki
Tzedek alongside Avraham’s breakthrough.
It is formed from the joining of Shalem and
Yir’eh, becoming Yerushalayim.

For generations, we retraced Avraham’s
steps, ascending to Yerushalayim three
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times a year, not to behold Hashem but to
stand before Him. Shalosh pe’amim yera’eh
kol zechurecha et pnei Hashem Elokecha. We
came without expecting to understand, with-
out expecting to see, but ready to stand there
before Hashem.
1967, BEYOND LOGIC

In 1967, we returned to this city in a man-
ner that echoes the Akeidah- beyond calcu-
lation and beyond logic. In the weeks and
months leading up to the war, fear domi-
nated. The prospect of returning to Yerusha-
layim did not enter the imagination. It was
a war for survival. A dark joke captured the
mood: “the last one out should turn off the
lights at Ben Gurion Airport.”

What followed defied expectation. In
a sudden and astonishing turn, Hashem
restored us to His city. The victory unfolded
with a swiftness and scope unlike anything
familiar in military history. Just as the natu-
ral world was formed in six days, so too, after
thousands of years, the world of redemption
took shape in six days. Not through the
steady logic of history, but in a moment that
stood beyond comprehension.

INTUITIVE ATTRACTION

The story of Malki Tzedek reveals a second
dimension of Yerushalayim. Even without
direct divine instruction or an explicit com-
pass, humanity is drawn to the mountain
upon which human history was launched.
Hashem formed man from the earth of Har
HaMoriah, and something within the human
spirit recognizes that origin. People gravitate
to this mountain and attempt to build upon it.

There is something subliminal about this
site. Humanity senses it, even without the lan-
guage to explain it. That was true then, and it
has remained true across history. There is an
intuition that this is where history begins and
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where it will ultimately find its resolution.
And for that reason, whenever Jews return to
this place, it stirs the world. They recognize
that when we return to Yerushalayim, history
moves forward.

As we crossed the Yam Suf, far from
Yerushalayim, there was already an aware-
ness that our arrival there would unsettle
the world. During the song of Az Yashir, we
gave voice to that awareness: “The nations
will hear and tremble; the inhabitants of the
surrounding lands will be seized by fear; the
leaders of Edom and Moav will panic; the
residents of Canaan will melt away. And then
we will be brought and planted upon the
mountain of Hashem’s inheritance, the place
He established as His dwelling, the sanctuary
fashioned by His hands.”

When the people of Hashem return to
Yerushalayim, the world reacts. History does
not stand still. It begins to move forward in
a visible way, and that movement unsettles.
It stirred then, and it stirred again in 1967.

1948 VS. 1967

In 1948, the world did not respond in the
same way. A fractured parcel of land was
granted. In part, this reflected a world still
burdened by the memory of the Holocaust
and confronted by a Jewish refugee crisis. It
was a necessary act, even a moral gesture,
but it did not yet carry the weight of history
shifting course.

1967 was different. The response was
sharper and more charged. Some embraced
it, and many religious non-Jews continue to
support our presence with conviction. Oth-
ers recoiled. This return signaled more than
survival. It suggested that history itself was
advancing, that Hashem’s presence was reen-
tering the world in a more visible way.

In Shir HaShirim, the nations of the world



are described as the daughters of Yerusha-
layim. The Midrash teaches that in the
future, every nation will stand in relation to
Yerushalayim, as branches extending from
a central city that reclaims its place at the
heart of human experience, under the gaze
of Hashem.

People sense, even if they cannot explain
it, that Yerushalayim will one day stand at
the center of history. That is why events in
and around the city draw the attention of the
entire world. Not everyone can articulate it.
Malki Tzedek himself could not fully give it
language. But the intuition remains. B

=T
RECLARNNG

T Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer

entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.

Midreshet ‘ﬁ?,‘l_ﬁm I Moriah

H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex
FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

170 sq.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

+ High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205

17021

Family, friends, alumnae, past & present faculty, are invited to an

Evening in Memory of

Rabbi Meyer Berglas z"l

Wednesday, May 27, 2026

Doors open: 7:00 pm
Event begins: 7:30 pm

Tanach

Midreshet Moriah - Azarya 1, Baka, Jerusalem

info@midreshetmoriah.org
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

|i|r‘|‘__-l—\—-\.
A Jormerid

INITIATIVE

There’s Always A Tomorrow

SHMUEL I: 20: 18-42 MACHAR CHODESH

This Shabbat we read a special Haftorah
titled Machar Chodesh, tomorrow is Rosh
Chodesh as Sunday is the first day of Rosh
Chodesh Sivan. The directive to read this
portion on the day before Rosh Chodesh is
mentioned in the Talmud (Megilah 31a),
suggesting a deep-rooted practice rather
than a custom. While the words machar
chodesh, tomorrow is Rosh Chodesh, are
in the opening verses of the Haftorah, the
message of the haftorah itself does not
seem in any obvious way related to erev
Rosh Chodesh. The story unfolds with
the description of the strained dynamic
between Shaul and David and the deep
friendship of Yonatan and David.

When one faces an upcoming month,
there are mixed feelings. How do we gar-
ner this new opportunity, a new begin-
ning? We bring into our new month the

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

ups and downs of the last month, our
accomplishments and also our failings.
Once the month starts, we may feel that it
is too late to evaluate and reflect, to process
and to plan. Itis on the day before Rosh
Chodesh that we are given the chance to
utilize these tools and tap into our narra-
tives to learn from our past to impact our
future.

The challenges of the Shaul and David
relationship highlight that life is complicat-
ed and complex while the loyalty of David
and Yonason demonstrate that loyalty and
friendship can serve as a buoy in difficult
times. Each upcoming month gives us a
new chance to forge forward, with the day
before given to highlight this message. May
we be able to fill this upcoming month of
Sivan with meaningful moments of growth
and achievement. B

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL
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MEIR & BRACHA

------- Svpport Corder

Shavuot - the Chag of the Giving of the Torah-is
approaching, reminding us of our responsibility to
care for one another.

S\ SR S
Ohr Meir & Bracha supports families of terror
victims, orphans, and widows. This holiday, we
aim to provide each family with a dignified food

package, including grape juice, chickens,
cheesecake, challot, fruits, and vegetables.
Your donation brings more than food -
it brings hope, strength,
and the message that they are not alone.

Join us in giving from the heart
this Shavuot.

office@omb.org.il ombisrael.org




TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING

AROWSKI

L WOMEN’S DIVISION

Matan Torah:
Transmitting the Mesorah
Across Generations

Every year on Shavuot, we celebrate Matan
Torah, the moment when Hashem gave the
Torah to Am Yisrael and began the eternal
chain of mesorah, the transmission of Torah
from one generation to the next. This sacred
transmission is the responsibility of each and
every one of us.

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik explained
that there are actually two different forms
of mesorah. In his tribute to the Rebbetzin of
Talne, he discusses the verse, 701 *2 ynw”
“PIN NN WILN YN PN - “Hear, my child, the
instruction of your father, and do not forsake
the Torah of your mother.” Rav Soloveitchik
explains that “pax 701m” refers to the trans-
mission of Halachic knowledge and discipline.
But then there is “ya8 nn”. Torat Imecha is
the transmission of the feeling of Judaism.
It is the warmth of Shabbat, the excitement
before Yom Tov, the sound of Zemirot floating
through the house on Friday night, and the
feeling that Torah is not only something we
do, but something we love.

Parents need to teach their children not
only how to observe Judaism, but how to
experience it. And this role extends far
beyond parents alone. It belongs to grandpar-
ents, teachers, relatives, mentors, and every
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person who helps shape the emotional and
spiritual atmosphere surrounding the next
generation. Shavuot reminds us that transmit-
ting Torah is not only about teaching informa-
tion. It is about creating connection.

Children absorb far more from the atmo-
sphere than from lectures. We often think of
Chinuch as the formal moments: teaching a
child to say a bracha, reviewing Halachot, or
correcting behavior. But some of the deepest
messages children absorb happen quietly and
unintentionally. They notice how we react
when preparing for Shabbat. They hear the
tone in our voice when we speak about Mitzv-
ot. They observe whether Torah feels precious
to us or burdensome. They watch whether
davening is something we rush through or
something we value.

Rebbetzin Slovie Jungreis-Wolff writes
that children are like “sponges.” They absorb
every interaction, every conversation, every
reaction. A child who sees a parent speaking
honestly learns to be honest. A child who
watches a parent treat Mitzvot with seri-
ousness and joy, learns that Torah matters.
Children are always asking one silent ques-
tion: Does this make my parents happy? If
Torah is constantly associated with pressure,



frustration, and exhaustion, children absorb
that message. But if Torah fills a home with
warmth, singing, laughter, and meaning,
that becomes part of their emotional world
forever.

This does not require perfection. It does
not mean every Shabbat table needs to look
picture-perfect or every Yom Tov needs elab-
orate decorations and creative projects. Torat
Imecha is not about putting on a performance,
it’s about authenticity. Sometimes it is the
smallest things that children remember most
- a parent singing while cooking for Shabbat,
excitement over buying flowers for Yom Tov,
special family minhagim, or simply hearing
“L’kavod Shabbat Kodesh” while setting the
table. Those moments create emotional mem-
ories that stay with children long after specific
lessons are forgotten.

At the same time, one of the greatest chal-
lenges of parenting is that it is often difficult
to remember the significance of what we are
doing. Parenting can feel buried beneath end-
less practical responsibilities—laundry, dish-
es, carpools, bedtime routines, and exhaus-
tion. It is easy to become so overwhelmed
by the details that we lose sight of the bigger
picture. But parenting is one of the holiest
opportunities a person can have. There is a
beautiful Tefillah about raising children that
ends with the words:
0°)2 PPN NNNOLN YN YNNI YTIWY

“MNTN MYIYI NWITR XN Dnvm NMn2

“May we recognize the tremendous purpose
hidden within educating children towards
Torah and helping them become a holy link in
the chain of generations.”

So much of parenting feels repetitive and
unnoticed. Yet every small interaction helps
shape another human being and another link
in the mesorah of Klal Yisrael. And perhaps

this is one of the deepest lessons of Shavuot
itself. The Torah was not only given in a desert
thousands of years ago. It must be given over
again in every generation, in every home.
The survival of Torah depends not only on
the schools we send our children to, but on
the atmosphere they grow up breathing every
day. A child who grows up in a home where
Torah is alive absorbs something powerful
that cannot easily be taught in a classroom.
In such a home, Mitzvot are treated with love,
parents continue learning and growing, and
Shabbat feels beautiful and meaningful.

Rav Shlomo Wolbe writes that the strongest
tool in chinuch is the loving bond between
parent and child. Values can only take root
when they are planted in an environment of
love. Children need not only guidance and dis-
cipline, but warmth, affection, attention, and
connection. When children feel deeply loved,
they become far more open to receiving the
values their parents hope to transmit.

Ultimately, Torat Imecha is about much
more than parenting techniques. It is about
creating an emotional world in which Torah
feels precious. As we celebrate Shavuot and
recommit ourselves to Torah, perhaps we
should ask not only what we are teaching our
children, but what feeling we are giving over
to them. Are they experiencing Torah as a
source of joy? Do they see that Mitzvot matter
to us? Do they feel warmth, love, and mean-
ing in the Judaism of our homes? Because
long after children forget specific lectures or
rules, they will remember how Torah felt. And
that emotional connection often becomes the
strongest link in the chain of Mesorah.

Please note: This parenting series has now
come to a close. I look forward to restarting
the “Towards Meaningful Tefilla” series in my
next column. m
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“Take Care of Mine,
I’ll Take Care Of Yours”

(Rashi on Shemot 22:21)

What do you do when 20,000
families ask for help to put food on
the table for Shavuot, but you only
have 17,000 to give?

Who do you turn away?

Anat, a single mother of six in Elad?
Yosef, an evacuee who returned to
Kiryat Shmoneh to a failed business?
Yehudit, age 82, in Bat Yam?

Avital, with 4 kids, who's struggling
with diabetes and unable to work?

Yad Ezra V’'Shulamit feeds thousands
of widows and orphans, struggling
families, as well as Holocaust
survivors and the elderly each week at
95 distribution points across Israel.

The Torah teaches us how to bring
Hashem'’s bracha into our homes: take
care of His children, and He will take
care of ours. Rashi explains who
Hashem's children are: the widow, the
orphan, the ger, and those with no one
else to rely on.

While we prepare our own Yom Tov
meals, let's not forget Anat and her
children. Let's remember the widow,
the orphan, the 2 million people in
Israel who don’t have money for food,
and the 1 in every 4 children who goes
to bed hungry.

( When everyone does their

| part and gives what they
can, together we can
answer the calls of all
20,000 families who asked
for help.

Anat receiving a food basket

Partner with the Ribono Shel Olam by
caring for His children and may you
merit a Yom Tov filled with true
simcha and bracha for your family.

Visit yadezra.net/shavuot26TT to feed

a family in Israel for Shavuot.

B'vracha,
Aryeh
S~
Aryeh Lurie
Founder

Yad Ezra V'Shulamit
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Profound Longing for

the Beit Hamikdash

Rav Kook on
Pirkei Avot 6:10

“The Holy One, Blessed is He, acquired for
Himself five acquisitions in His World...
The Beit Hamikdash is one acquisition...”
(Avot 6:10)

Pirkei Avot, in its penultimate teaching, lists
five items that the Holy One “acquired for
Himself.” The meaning of “acquire” in this
context connotes the idea that these items
comprise the essence of creation, leading to
the revelation of God’s glory in the world. The
concept of “acquisition” indicates the impor-
tance of these items to God, just as a person
acquires something that is meaningful to him.
“Acquisition” has an additional connotation as
well. When a person acquires something, he
develops a great attachment to it. (See Rav Lau
on Pikei Avot, vol. 3, p.1070)

Regarding this unique bond of Hashem with
the Beit HaMikdash, the Mishnah quotes as a
prooftext a verse from Tehillim: “He brought
them to His holy boundary, this mountain that
His right hand acquired” (Tehillim 78:54).

Without a doubt, Rav Kook’s exquisite vision
of the Almighty bringing his people to the holy
borders of Israel in the twentieth century was
seen as a profoundly significant step towards
bringing the ultimate redemption. Rav Kook’s
intense longing for the rebuilding of the Beit
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Hamikdash is evident in his writings and can
be gleaned from numerous anecdotes that
have been lovingly passed down about his life.

In this vein, Rav Kook’s eminent student,
Rav Moshe Zvi Neriyah, shared the following
touching anecdote. When Rav Kook arrived
in Jerusalem for the first time in his life he
went to visit his father-in-law, the famed Rav
Eliyahu David Rabinowitz-Teomim known as
the Aderet. The Temple Mount could be seen
through a window in his home. Rav Kook
peered through the window, and he was thor-
oughly shaken by the site; his heart shattered
by sorrow and pain, seeing the sacred space
bereft of the holy Beit Hamikdash. Rav Kook
took leave of his father-in-law and stepped
outside with a friend who was accompanying
him and said: “I am amazed that the Aderet,
such a sensitive man, can bear to see the Tem-
ple Mount in ruins every day.” (Celebration of
the Soul, Neriyah, p. 259)

Already as a young man Rav Kook expressed
a deep yearning for the Beit Hamikdash by
observing the custom of Tikkun Chaztot, rising
at midnight and mourning the destruction of
the Beit Hamikdash. Rav Kook’s childhood
friend Avrahan Sho’ar described how they
would recite Tikkun Chatzot together during
the Three Weeks: “Every night at midnight,



Avraham Yitzchak would close the Talmud.
We would descend from the bimah, where we
learned at night, and stand near the large fur-
nace, remove our shoes, and sit on the floor to
recite Tikkun Chatzot - two small boys weeping
over the destruction.

“After completing Tikkun

met with him and invited him to join this spe-
cial cadre of kohanim with the intent of being
prepared to engage in the avodat Hamikdash
which would hopefully be soon rebuilt.

The Chafetz Chaim later requested Rav
Kook to curtail his studies in this area in order

Chatzot, we recited Psalms in
a sorrowful voice. He select-
ed the chapters that recount
Israel’s misfortunes, lament
the destruction, and speak of
consolation for Zion and Israel.
For me, he translated the most
appropriate verses into Yid-
dish. He possessed an uncom-
mon love for Eretz Yisrael and
alonging for the rebuilding of
the Beit Hamikdash and the
coming of the Mashiach.

“I once asked him in my childish naivete,
‘Why do you weep so intensely during the
reciting of Tikkun Chatzot? I also love Eretz
Yisrael and my soul, too, yearns to immi-
grate to the precious Land.” His answer, spo-
ken with natural innocence, started me into
silence. ‘You are not Kohen, I am Kohen!”
(Ibid., p.251)

THE CHAFETZ CHAIM AND
RAV KOOK’S SHARED YEARNING

The Chafetz Chaim and Rav Kook were
both kohanim. Both of them felt the profound
honor and weight of their unique lineage and
their intimate connection to the priesthood
and the avodah in the Beit Hamikdash. The
Chafetz Chaim later in life actually assembled
kohanim who were Torah scholars to inten-
sively study the laws of the Beit Hamikdash
in the Mishnaic order of Kodashim. When
Rav Kook was a young man supported by his
father-in-law in Ponevez, the Chafetz Chaim

s

"M Rabbi Eliyahu David |
. Rabinowitz-Teomim

to enter the rabbinate and put
to use his enormous talents
to be a leader of Klal Yisrael.
Rav Kook followed the saintly
sage’s advice and assumed his
first position in the rabbinate
in Zoimel. However, the sacri-
ficial laws remained a central
focus of Rav KooK’s studies, as
he writes in the essay printed at
the beginning of his responsum
collection, Mishpat Kohen. Not
only did he study the sacrificial
laws in depth, he also encouraged his best stu-
dents to follow suit. (Ibid., pp. 264-265)
AN AMAZING APPROBATION
FOR THE CHAFETZ CHAIM

The Chafetz Chaim authored a volume
in which he compiled the sacrificial laws
in a structured order of the sacrifices enti-
tled Likutei Halachot. He sent a copy of the
manuscript to the Aderet, Rav Eliyahu David
Rabinovitz-Teomim (1843-1905) asking that
he write a haskama (a letter of approbation)
which he would publish with the book. The
Aderet was ill of health at the time he received
this request from the saintly Chafetz Chaim
so he turned to his eminent son-in-law, Rav
Kook, and asked him to write the text on his
behalf. Rav Kook wrote the approbation and
the Aderet signed his name to it. The content
of the letter speaks of the importance of mas-
tering the laws concerning the service in the
Beit Hamikdash and the importance of the
Chafetz Chaim’s work at this auspicious time.
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The Aderet made one edit in the haskama. He
stated that he could not take credit for an insight
which was suggested by Rav Kook himself. He
therefore added to the haskama that the follow-
ing idea came directly from Rav Kook:

The Talmud (Menachot 110a) says that the
Talmidei Chachamim who engage in the study
of the Temple service, it is as if the Temple
was built in their day. Rav Kook asked, why
does the Talmud emphasize that the learning
of Talmidei Chachamim has a special impact?
Is the same not true for any Jew who studies
the topic of the Temple service? Rav Kook
answered that the Talmud emphasizes talmi-
dei chachamim because of their unique role as
decisors of Jewish law. They study the law not
merely theoretically but with practical impli-
cations in mind. It is for this reason that their
study of the laws of the Temple have singular
importance. In their efforts to determine the
implementation of the law, they represent the
exalted Jew’s faith who sincerely anticipates
the Temple’s restoration.

This is a lesson as to how every Jew must
anticipate the rebuilding of the Beit Hamik-
dash - with a palpable sense of earnest long-
ing and deep yearning. (Sichot Ha’Reiyah,
Neriya, pp. 123-124) (This haskama is the first
that appears in the sefer, Haskamot HaReiyah,
Jerusalem 2017). m

._ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:

REHAVIA (HARLAP ST.)

Rare find! 2 apartments one above
the other (~ 110 sqm) + 90 sqm garden,
balconies, private entrances.
Great potential to combineinto a
duplex, high ceilings, near synagogues,
Theater, cafés, green parks, and more .
Exclusive! Zeev 055-4578979

ON QUIET BALFOUR ST., TALBIYA
Jerusalem’s “10 Downing Street.”
Spacious 3.5-room apt., ground floor
surrounded by garden, large Sukkah
terrace, sunny, great potential.
Near synagogues, cafés, restaurants,
City Center, and more.
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

FOR SALE IN MEVASERET ZION:
In the best part of Mevaseret, spacious
& sunny 8-room cottage. Large garden.,
beautiful private entrance, 2 parking
spots and a safe room, spacious attic,
flexible area, for teenager or else. 2-room
separate unit on the ground level -
for renting out or as clinic, studio etc.
High-quality community, near schools,
health centers, parks and playgrounds.
Exclusive! Tami 055-4335593

FOR SALE IN TZUR HADASSAH:
Sunny & spacious 5-room apt., beautiful
large terrace to view, 2nd floor, elevator,

private parking, storage, heating.
Perfect location: central yet near
playgrounds & nature, school &
community services, only 2,690,000NIS
Exclusive! Ronen 055-4337423

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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I'learned that it is forbidden to
lend money without witnesses. Yet, many
shomrei mitzvot do so. How can this be, and
how should I act?

Rav Yehuda (Bava Metzia 75b)
forbids lending money without witnesses, as
a violation of lifnei iver, causing the borrow-
er to sin if he denies owing the money. Reish
Lakish says that the lender brings curse
upon himself, as people may suspect him of
fabricating the loan. The Rambam (Malveh
2:7) and Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat
70:1) cite the prohibition and curse and apply
them (based on a story in the gemara) even
to a borrower who is a talmid chacham. They
permit a loan only with witnesses, collateral,
or, preferably, a contract. So, your under-
standing appears correct.

Your observation, that few good Jews are
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careful about this prohibition, is also docu-
mented for hundreds of years by Acharonim,
some of whom offer explanations, which
they admit do not fit well with the Rambam/
Shulchan Aruch. Following are some unlike-
ly reasons for leniency compiled in Tzitz
Eliezer (VII:47) and Yabia Omer (VII, CM 7):
1. Nowadays we know whom we can trust;
2. The gemara discusses frequent lenders. 3.
The gemara discusses a rich person, regard-
ing whom borrowers may rationalize not
paying. 4. It is permitted when the restriction
impacts one’s business; 5. The oath instituted
after Rav Yehuda’s time for one who denies a
loan, prevents lying.

However, what I believe is the most import-
ant reason for leniency is that it is rare for
classical problem of lifnei iver to exist here.
A basic rule of lifnei iver is that it does not
apply if there a good chance one’s counter-
part will not sin as feared (Avoda Zara 15b).
The gemara also says that people rarely sim-
ply deny borrowing money (Bava Metzia 3a;
see Erech Shay to Shulchan Aruch ibid.). This
helps explain the following opinions: 1. Lifnei
iver applies here only on the level of midat
chasidut (Ritva, Megilla 28a); 2. Reish Lakish
holds there is only a curse (if the lender per-
sists to claim after denial) and no lifnei iver
(Pilpula Charifta to Bava Metzia 75b); 3. The
lifnei iver element does not apply to people
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who are clearly honest (Bach, CM 70).

Even within the strict opinions, we find
practical ideas to allow permission. The Ram-
bam and Shulchan Aruch, without a known
Talmudic source, allow lending based on
collateral alone. The Maggid Mishneh says
this solves the problem of not having wit-
nesses. Since they do not state that the col-
lateral must cover the entire loan principal,
it follows that classical poskim suffice with a
partial solution.

The case for leniency is bolstered by a
factor that is probably more prevalent in
recent times than in ancient ones. It is like-
ly insulting to a borrower to require a loan
contract for a moderate amount of money.
If everyone followed the gemara, borrow-
ers could hardly be insulted by the lender’s
requiring contracts or witnesses. However,
since in practice, borrowers rarely ask for
them and given the mitzva to lend money
while maintaining the borrower’s dignity
(see Shemot 22:24), the mandates impinge on
each other. (See Minchat Shlomo, I:35 regard-
ing “collateral damage” from stringency on
lifnei iver). On the other hand, it is difficult

to allow one to ignore a codified halacha. We
therefore suggest plans to keep the halacha
while maintaining dignity.

If one lends a small amount of money,
have in mind that if the borrower forgets
about it, to turn the money into a present or
tzedaka (see Ketubot 67b regarding about
loans becoming presents). If the loan is too
large to be willing to waive, in our times, it
is standard to naturally have documentation,
i.e., checks and bank transfers. According
to most approaches (see Yabia Omer ibid.),
witnesses did not fully prevent the borrower
from refusing to pay, but were used to jog
his memory or make it difficult not to pay.
Checks and bank transfers should suffice for
this end, especially if one writes “loan” on
the memo line, which is not insulting.

Having a dispute?

¢ For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit

Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
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GUEST CONTRIBUTOR

TORAT IMECHA

The Mitzvah of Eruv Tavshilin

BACKGROUND

Since Shavuot falls on Friday this year,
there is a mitzvah to perform eiruv tavshilin
on Thursday (Erev Yom Tov). Although one is
permitted to cook on Yom Tov using a pre-ex-
isting flame, preparing on Yom Tov for after
Yom Tov is generally prohibited rabbinically
due to hachana (preparing for a later time).
Chazal therefore instituted eiruv tavshilin to
be performed before Yom Tov, which permits
preparing food on Friday Yom Tov for Shab-
bat. Let’s explain a bit more how this works:

According to the Gemara (Pesachim 46b),
cooking on Yom Tov (Friday) for Shabbat is
fundamentally permitted on a biblical level
for one of two reasons:

1. Shabbat and Yom Tov are considered one
continuum of sanctity, and it is therefore
permitted to cook on one for the other
(Rashi’s understanding of the Gemara).

2. Since unexpected guests may arrive on
Yom Tov, any food cooked on Yom Tov
could theoretically still be needed for
Yom Tov itself.

Nevertheless, Chazal prohibited cooking on
Yom Tov for Shabbat without an eiruv tavshil-
in for one of two reasons (Beitzah 15h):

1. One might use all of one’s food for Yom
Tov and neglect the needs of Shabbat.
Chazal therefore instituted eiruv tavshil-
in before Yom Tov in order to begin and
remember the preparations for Shabbat.
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2. If cooking on Yom Tov for Shabbat were
entirely unrestricted, one might mis-
takenly come to cook on Yom Tov for
a weekday, which is prohibited by the
Torah. Eiruy tavshilin therefore serves as
areminder that preparing on Yom Tov
for another day is generally forbidden
and is permitted here only because the
preparations began before Yom Tov (see
commentaries to the Gemara for other
variations of these explanations).

WHAT DOES EIRUV TAVSHILIN
PERMIT AND FOR WHOM
An eiruv tavshilin permits all forms of food
preparation (ochel nefesh) allowed on Yom
Tov to be performed for the sake of Shabbat as
well. Thus, cooking, reheating food in a man-
ner prohibited on Shabbat, sorting, grinding,
lighting candles from a pre-existing flame,
and washing dishes with hot water are all
permitted for the needs of Shabbat. Eiruv tav-
shilin also permits activities done for Shabbat
that do not involve melachah, such as cleaning
or changing clothing (Piskei Teshuvot 527).
Even one who does not plan to cook on

Yom Tov for Shabbat should perform an eiruv

tavshilin if one will light Shabbat candles at

home, although most poskim recommend
doing so without a beracha (Shulchan Aruch

[S.A.], O.C. 527:19; M.B. 527:55; R. Simcha

Bunim Cohen, “The Laws of Yom Tov,” p.256).

Some Sephardic poskim rule that in this case



one should not make an eiruv at all (Chazon
Ovadia [C.0.], Yom Tov, Eiruv Tavshilin 2).
HOW IS IT DONE?

The eiruv tavshilin is performed using both
a baked item and a cooked item. The baked
item should preferably be bread or matzah,
ideally whole. If neither is available, a mezo-
not item may also be used (Sefer Eruv Tavshi-
lin Ha’aruch). The cooked item may be a hard-
boiled egg, piece of fish, or piece of chicken,
or another significant cooked food (S.A., O.C.
527:2; M.B. 527:8). Each item should be at
least a k’zayit (approximately 28 cc) (S.A., O.C.
527:3). Ashkenazim preferably use a baked
item that is at least a k’beitzah (approximately
55 cc) (Rema, O.C. 527:3). Any baked or cooked
item may be used, including food purchased
from a store, although the most ideal practice
is to use food prepared specifically for the
mitzvah of eiruv tavshilin (M.B. ).

The eiruv tavshilin should be performed
at some point on Thursday, before Yom Tov
begins. Hold these items in one’s right hand
and recite the following berachah:

NYTR IUR DPIVN 920 702-X N NAR P2
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Blessed are You, Hashem, King of the uni-
verse, who has sanctified us with his mitzvot
and commanded us concerning the mitzvah
of the eruv.

This is followed by a declaration:
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It can also be recited in English: “With
this eruy, it will be permitted to us to bake, cook,
light a flame, and do everything necessary on
Yom Tov for the sake of Shabbat” (S.A. and
Rema, O.C. 527:12). One should understand the
declaration in whatever language it is recited.

The foods used for the eiruv tavshilin should
be set aside carefully so that they will not spoil

or be eaten before Shabbat (S.A., O.C. 527:15).
It is customary to use the bread or matzah of
the eiruv tavshilin as the second loaf for lechem
mishneh of the Friday night and Shabbat day
meals, and then again for seudah shlishit, at
which point it is eaten. Since one mitzvah was
already performed with this bread, we seek
to use it for additional mitzvot as well (M.B.
527:48). The cooked food should likewise be
eaten during one of the Shabbat meals.
OTHER IMPORTANT POINTERS

All cooking done on Friday for the sake of
Shabbat should ideally be completed early
enough in the day that the food could theo-
retically still be eaten before sunset. This is
because, as mentioned earlier, according to
one explanation in the Gemara, cooking on
Yom Tov for Shabbat is permitted only when
the food could potentially still be used for
Yom Tov itself before the end of the day (M.B.
527:3; Bi’'ur Halachah 527:1).

A family living together is included in the
eiruv tavshilin performed by one member
of the household (M.B. 527:56). According
to many poskim, guests staying in the host’s
home, such as friends or married children,
who wish to cook or light candles are likewise
automatically included in the host’s eiruv tav-
shilin (Piskei Teshuvot 527:17; R. Simcha Bun-
im Cohen, The Laws of Yom Tov, p.286). Some
have the custom that the other family mem-
bers or guests are present when the eiruv is
performed, but this is not required (Aruch
Hashulchan 527:22).

Some poskim are stringent and maintain
that guests are not automatically included
unless the host explicitly acquires the eiruv
tavshilin on their behalf. This may be done by
having the guests, or another non-household
member acting on their behalf, lift the eiruv at
least a handbreadth (approximately 8-10 cm)
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before handing it to the host, who then recites
the berachah and declaration for everyone
included (Chut Shani, p. 154).

It is preferable that someone from the
household perform the eiruv tavshilin (Kaf
Hachaim 527:57). However, in cases where
this is difficult for whatever reason, it is per-
mitted to appoint someone else, such as a
neighbor, to come to the house and perform
the eiruv tavshilin using the food of the person
for whom it is being performed (Bi’ur Halacha
527:12; Piskei Teshuvot 527:14).

One who will be staying in a hotel over
Yom Tov should perform eiruv tavshilin since
Shabbat candles will need to be lit, but a bera-
chah should not be recited, as discussed above
(C.0., p.276; Piskei Teshuvot 527:17).

COMMON EIRUV TAVSHILIN PROBLEMS

If one performed eiruv tavshilin using only
a cooked item and no baked item, the eiruy is
still valid (Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 527:2). How-
ever, an eiruv tavshilin made without a cooked
item is invalid.

If one forgot to perform eiruv tavshilin entire-
ly, one may rely after the fact on the eiruv
tavshilin performed by the local rabbi, who
customarily does so while explicitly intending
to include anyone who forgot to perform an
eiruv tavshilin themselves (S.A., O.C. 527:7).
According to many poskim, the same applies if
the eiruv tavshilin was accidentally lost or eat-
en before Shabbat (ibid.), or even if one recited
the berachah but forgot to recite the declara-
tion afterward. However, many poskim main-
tain that one may not intentionally neglect to
perform eiruv tavshilin and rely on the rabbi’s
eiruv (ibid.; M.B. 527:26).

If one remembers before sunset that one did
not perform eiruv tavshilin but has already left
home, one may ask a family member at home
to perform it instead. If that is not possible, some
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poskim allow one to recite the berachah and
declaration remotely while having a specific
baked and cooked item in mind (Tiferet Yisrael,
Beitzah 2:1), whereas others maintain that this
is not effective (Maharsham 2:36). If necessary,
one may rely on the lenient opinion (Maor
HaShabbat, vol.2; “The Laws of Yom Tov,” p.285)

EATING THE YOM TOV MEAL ON FRIDAY

One may not generally eat an especially
large meal on Friday in order to maintain
an appetite for the Shabbat meal (Shulchan
Aruch, 0.C. 249:2). However, this restriction
does not apply to a seudat mitzvah, which
certainly includes the Yom Tov meal.

Nevertheless, one should ideally begin the
meal before the tenth halachic hour of the
day (see Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 249:3; Rema
529:1; Mishnah Berurah 529:5-8 and Bi*ur
Halachah).

Some poskim recommend beginning even
before chatzot, based on discussions regarding
other Friday seudot mitzvah. Others, however,
do not require this, and in practice this is not
always feasible on Shavuot, particularly for
those who remain awake learning throughout
the night and sleep later in the morning (see
Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 249:3; Shulchan Aruch
HaRav 249:7; Mishnah Berurah 249:13 and
Sha’ar Hatziun 249:17; Dirshu edition of the
Mishnah Berurah to O.C. 249).m

Rabbi Eli Ozarowski serves as editor of the Tzurba
M’Rabanan English Series, an innovative, systematic
learning program covering hundreds of major topics
in the Shulchan Aruch from Tanach through modern-
day halachic application. He is also the author of the
OU’s Torat Imecha Halacha Series. Rabbi Ozarowski
received semicha from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary (RIETS) and holds an M.A. from
the Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education and
Administration. He lives in Mitzpeh Yericho with his
wife, Zemira, who serves as Director of Women'’s
Programming at OU lIsrael, together with their nine
children.
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Machon Puah for Fertility and

We recently had the pleasure of hosting two
remarkable medical professionals working in
the field of uterine transplants. To appreciate
the importance of their work, a bit of back-
ground is helpful.

In rare cases, a woman is born without a
uterus. One such condition is Mayer-Roki-
tansky-Kuster-Hauser syndrome (MRKH),
often simply called Rokitansky syndrome.
Women with this condition are born without
a functioning uterus. Others may lose their
uterus, or its ability to carry a pregnancy,
later in life due to illness, surgery, or medical
complications.

For decades, these women faced only two
paths to parenthood: adoption or the use of
a gestational carrier, previously known as
a surrogate. For many, neither option fully
addressed the deep desire to experience preg-
nancy firsthand.

Both options come with significant emotion-
al and halachic considerations. Adoption, for
example, has become increasingly complex.
Today, there are far fewer infants available for
adoption than in the past, due in part to the
increased prevalence of terminating unwant-
ed pregnancies. This is particularly noticeable
when it comes to Jewish infants. As a result,
many couples turn to international adoption,
which can involve political, legal and social
challenges. In addition, the child may require
conversion, adding another layer of halachic
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RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

complexity. While many families have built
beautiful lives through adoption, it is not the
path every couple chooses, especially given the
uncertainties and long timelines often involved.

Surrogacy, too, presents its own challenges.
It is often a complicated and costly process,
and it introduces another woman into an
intimate aspect of family life. The gestational
carrier is not merely an “incubator,” but a per-
son with her own emotions and perspectives.
There have even been highly publicized cases
in which carriers sought to keep the baby,
leading to long and complex legal disputes
over parenthood. Although detailed contracts
are now standard practice to prevent such sit-
uations, they can make the relationship feel
overly legalistic, sometimes at the expense of
empathy and mutual respect.

From a halachic standpoint, surrogacy raises
additional questions, particularly around how
motherhood is defined when one woman pro-
vides the genetic material and another carries
the pregnancy. These questions influence who
may serve as a gestational carrier and whether
conversion is required after birth.

While many couples have successfully and
positively built families through surrogacy,
it is not an option for everyone, and not all
halachic authorities permit it.

This brings us to a new and developing pos-
sibility; uterine transplantation.

More on this next time.
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One of the personalities we have seen
evolve both as an individual and in his rela-
tionship to David HaMelech is that of Yoav
ben Zruyah, David’s nephew and the general
of his army. The Talmud teaches that if not
for the merit of David’s Torah learning, Yoav
would not have been successful in battle,
and if not for Yoav’s military prowess, David
would not have been free to engage in the
study of Torah.! The symbiotic relationship
between these two leaders was a key factor
in the success of David’s kingdom.

The relationship between David and Yoav
was far more nuanced than this text may lead
us to believe. Beyond the inherent tension of
navigating a personal connection and a sense
of national duty, there lay a critical difference
in their two personalities that led to conflict.

As the general of David’s army, Yoav dis-
played leadership, initiative and strength.
His skill as a military tactician is perhaps
most clearly evidenced by his capture of
Yerushalayim from the heretofore unde-
feated Yevusim. Yoav’s loyalty to David is
demonstrated in two instances in which he
followed David’s direct orders despite his
own misgivings - the death of Uriah HaChiti
and the carrying out of the census. Further

1. Sanhedrin 49a, Rashi and Maharsha ad loc.
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proof of Yoav’s concern for David is his role
in bringing Avshalom back to Yerushalayim
when he sensed David’s prolonged anguish
over his absence. Nevertheless, we see the
relationship between the two begin to fray
in the early days of David’s kingship, when
Yoav killed Avner ben Ner, the general of
Shaul who had crowned Ish Boshet as a rival
king to David. After a rift with Ish Boshet,
Avner had approached David and proposed
an alliance. When Yoav became aware of the
impending deal between David and Avner,
he enacted a subterfuge and killed an unsus-
pecting Avner. Although Yoav’s overt reason
for killing Avner was that he suspected him
of being a spy, the Navi reveals to us that his
underlying motive was that Avner had killed
Yoav’s brother, Asahel. David unequivocally
criticized Yoav’s behavior and disassociated
himself from Yoav in this endeavor, but did
not dismiss him as general of the army.

The breach between David and Yoav wid-
ened at the conclusion of Avshalom’s rebel-
lion. Despite David’s impassioned plea that
his army deal gently with Avshalom, and the
refusal of all David’s supporters to violate
David’s request, Yoav killed Avshalom, placing
the dignity and security of the kingdom above
any personal feelings for his cousin or his



uncle. The relationship between David and  alliances between leaders of Israel who bal-
Yoav suffered a further blow when Yoav killed = ance their personal and national identities
Amasa, the former general of Avshalom’s and ideologies. We pray that this balance be
army whom David had appointed as chief of ~ carefully and honestly calibrated as a preface
his own army, replacing Yoav, after Avsha-  to the establishment of a peaceful kingdom
lon’s defeat. This killing chillingly echoes that ~ and the building of the Beit HaMikdash.

of Avner ben Ner, unfolding in a similar sub-

terfuge and couched as a legitimate execution. Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
The final blow to the relationship between taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett

. R . for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
David and Yoav was sustained when in the Department chairperson and New Teacher
last days of David’s kingdom, Yoav allied him- Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU

Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of

self with Adoniyahu, who staged a rebellion the OU Women's Initiative Nach Yomi program

against his father and sought to prevent the
dynaSty from being har}ded dOV\.m t.O Shlomo. In the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
Following the suppression of this final rebel- which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
lion and the coronation of Shlomo. David in deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
. ] i ’ (Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
his last instructions to Shlomo commanded chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
him to deal wisely with Yoav, and not allow of all levels who would like to participate in the
. . L. . two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
him to live out his life and die peacefully, as Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.
he is guilty of unjustly killing two righteous

men, Avner and Amasa. David’s symbiotic

relationship with Yoav as described above N f A I n $
precluded him from punishing Yoav direct- = o ya o Ny
ly, but he instructed Shlomo not to tolerate B @m&r W
Yoav’s duplicity.

V'S Cuptietty MEMBERSHIP - SUMMER 2026

In the final analysis, Yoav is remembered
both for his righteousness and his perfidy. ﬁ OPENS FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026

The text records that Yoav was deserving of o EARLY REG[STR AT[QN '
FOR SUMMER 2026

capital punishment for having taken the lives oo 8
B0 Nn- Lezer Kegion.a) owncl residents)
of Avner and Amasa, generals of the army Register by May 15 to lock in discounted rates!
of Israel, for which crime there could be no pS———————
peace in the kingdom of Israel until justice

FULL-TIME SEPARATE SWIMMING

- MEMBERSHIP PRICING - =
ndividusl Membership 1,300

was served. Yoav’s downfall lay in allowing (2]

his militancy to extend beyond the limits of g ::I::'nl:ﬂ;:::?l:q ::: = w650
his professional life and became personal. In © ol e
stark contrast, David was successfully able to

harmonize between his military might and @ e s || [E]CARER
his deep spiritual sensitivity. ermmneisnten || @) Ly
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The complex character of Yoav and his
nuanced relationship with David foreshadow
along and ongoing history of uncomfortable
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MARA D'ATRA
KEHILAT ZICHRON YOSEF

Staying Up all Night:
A Practical Guide

Many have the custom to stay up all night
on Shavuot, engaged in the study of Torah.
While considered meritorious and praisewor-
thy, staying awake all night creates a number
of questions and poses some potential prob-
lems. Below is a practical guide for those stay-
ing up all night.

AL NETILAT YADAYIM

There is a dispute as to the very reason
for the mitzvah of washing one’s hands in
the morning, and whether one who remains
awake all night is obligated to wash his hands.
Therefore, one should use the bathroom prior
to davening, and then may recite the beracha
of Al Netilat Yadayim and Asher Yatzar. Alter-
natively, one may touch a part of his body
typically covered, and then recite the beracha
before washing his hands. Sephardim wash
their hands without a beracha.

TALLIT KATAN
If one is wearing his Tallit Katan all night,

FOR SALE IN ARAD

5.5 room house, including mamad
and a patio situated in a quiet
courtyard off main road in Arad

For further details contact:
Naomi 054-933-8557
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he does not make a new beracha on it in the
morning. Instead, the beracha he makes on
his Tallit Gadol exempts the Tallit Katan. One
who does not wear a Tallit Gadol may shake
the tzitzit on his Tallit Katan and recite the
beracha.
ELOKAI NESHAMAH
& HAMA’AVIR SHEINAH

As it is unclear whether one who remains
awake all night may recite Elokai Neshamah
and Hama’avir Sheinabh, it is preferable to
have one who slept (minimally 30 minutes
in a bed) recite these berachot for others,
exempting them of their obligation. If there
is no one present who slept, many authorities
rule that these berachot may be recited by one
who stayed up all night.

BIRKOT HATORAH

Here too, there is a dispute as to what gen-
erates the obligation of Birkot HaTorah, and if
one who does not sleep is obligated to recite
them in the morning. The common custom is
to have one who slept recite these berachot
for others, exempting them of their obligation.
If there is no one who slept, many authori-
ties rule that these berachot may be recited
even by one who stayed up all night. Some
suggest that he should instead have intent to
fulfill his obligation in Birkot HaTorah while
reciting Ahavah Rabba/Ahavat Olam prior to



the Shema, and study some Torah or recite
p’sukim immediately following the Amidah.

One who slept during the afternoon of Erev - by Devorah Ungar
Shavuot, even though he remained awake E?{eﬁc’fmg (Sm

. . . . Short vignettes
Shavuot night, may recite Birkot HaTorah in

R SSmmE  with meditative
&

the morning. F / *(‘I iliustrations thot
ichi ) = offer spiritual

Wishing you a Chag Same’ach and a good A 2 Wy : P
Kabbalat HaTorah! m ‘. f"-""f;”;ﬂ‘ \ Do
5 fior today.
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THE PERFECT GIFT!

Shimshon HaKohen Nadel lives and teaches in
Jerusalem, where he serves as mara d’atra of Har Nof’s
Kehilat Zichron Yosef and rosh kollel of the Sinai Kollel.

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres

At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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we will add 5

new site to the
group touyr,

Visit HebronFun§.org ]
to view upcoming
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Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.
Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!
GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM
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' “TURNING DESPAIR INTO HOPE”

Director: Menachem Persoff | n
www.yeshezra.org Website

www.yeshezra.org

Please donate generously Bank Transfer

1 Mercantile (17), Branch 642,
to advance our crucial work. et

ASSiSting: the SiCk, lﬂ.derly, (Call Sara with ID for tax break)
financially challenged, substance e pora poB 31476,

abusers,single mothers, terror = Romema, Jerusalem

victims, Bar/Bat Mitzvas, g;fat!it Card

Hachnassat Kallah, and more. 585309161

(Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
Donate with: JGived®
*Tax benefit available for

donations according to section
46a of the Israeli tax code

0008000

: @ Scan Me!

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memeory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPFEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to aur IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or
Page & Groups. (Links on |sraelB.org) 053-285-1526
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e Luxury interior
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

How Much Should Family
Background Matter in Dating?
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The question: Hi Aleeza, my candidate has
a complicated family background, and I see
that some people reject her because of it. I feel
it’s not fair to her - but I also understand why
some are hesitant. Should family background
affect the decision whether to date someone?

Aleeza answers:

\A complicated background is not a char-
acter flaw. It’s a life circumstance. And some-
times, it’s the very thing that builds resilience,
depth, empathy, and strength.

However, we need to approach this from a
mature perspective: people aren’t wrong for
thinking about family. Marriage isn’t just two
individuals, it’s two systems coming togeth-
er. Culture, communication style, emotional

U.S.-Trained Neurologist
Dr. Maia Batash

i Expert, Compassionate Neurological Care

ADHD *
Both medical & alternative
treatments

%, Call or WhatsApp: Vertigo »
+972 55-500-3278 Headaches
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¥ Jerusalem, Israel Carpal Tunnel »

Nerve Injuries «

English & Hebrew  Head Trauma, Whiplash
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health, expectations and all of that is shaped
by family.

It’s not about her situation being unfair, her
situation was divinely decreed to be so. What
it is about, is her being aware of her situation
and gracefully navigating through it.

There’s a big difference between someone
who comes from complexity and has done the
work, and someone who is still living reactive-
ly inside it.

Someone’s background is not what disqual-
ifies them from a match. It’s more about who
they are now and who they have become.
Self-awareness and self growth matters is key.

How does she speak about her story? Can
she speak about her family without only
blame or denial? Has she built stability,
boundaries, and emotional health indepen-
dent of where she came from?

Those are the real indicators.

Now, on the other hand, if someone auto-
matically rejects her without asking questions,
that tells you something too. It may mean they
are looking for simplicity, predictability, or a
very specific type of family system. That’s not
cruelty. Perhaps it’s all they can handle.

Family background is more of a conversa-
tion, and you’ll have to personally speak to
people so they know who she is and not only
who she comes from.

The strongest marriages I've seen are not



between people with perfect families. They’re
between people who are emotionally respon-
sible. Who know their struggles. Who are
committed to building something healthier
than what they inherited.

While we do marry someone’s past. We
also marry their present character and their
future direction.

So yes, family matters. But what matters
more is who she is now and who she is con-
tinuously choosing to become.

And the right person won’t be scared of
her story, they’ll be impressed by her growth
and strength.

Blessings,

Aleezalm

—QP
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[E7[E en.shagririm.org.il
E ; 0585323242

~

onjiggor JCT - mizracH!

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs
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Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment After Treatment

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

Dr. Gershon Zinger
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OU ISRAEL 89



LAY ERUSHALAY UMY

IN 20 METRES, TURN
RIGHT AT THE ROUNDABOUT
AND THEN TURN LEFT TO
ROUTE 90, TIBERIAS.

THE Y FILES

by

Netanel Epstein

DK, 50 1M STUCK IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
SINAL DESERT, RUNNING LOW DN WATER,
CELLPHONE BATTERY AND
PATIENCE...

- AND WITH & HAYWIRE 6.P.5
THAT THINKS I'M PADDLING
IN THE KINNERET,

CALM YOURSELF, ITROA. FOR
AN INTELLECT LIKE YOURS,
THIS IS MERELY A (HALLENGE
T0 BE OVERCOME...

DEEP BREATHS...
HUM SOMETHING TO SODTHE
THE NERVES...
TCHAIKDVSKY, MAYBE...

“BREETE 1T, BUILAT..,
EASY DOESAT...

TURM OFF THE JNCE,

BOY... "

I"M STARTING TO HALLUCINATE...
| THOUGHT THAT CAMEL JUST
TALKED TD ME...

HAT ARE YOU
STARING AT,
MISTER?
WANT SOMETHING?

464 RENT PLEASE,
QUICKLY BEFORE | BUILD
A “HOUSE” OR "HOTEL” OM
THIS PROPERTY.

WHAT PROPERTY?
ALL | SEE HERE 15
WASTELAND...

OH BOY... | CANT
BE GETTING THIS
DELUDED...

| HAPPEN TO BE THE BARON
OF THESE WASTELANDS, LADY!

AH, BUT, IN THE WORDS OF
LADY GALADRIEL:

EXCUSE ME?! THIS 15 THE
SINAI DESERT, MAR!

YOU CANT CLAIM TO QWH
THIS PLACE, THE SAME WAY
HO OHE CaN DANM ANTARTICA
OR THE MOON!

AKD YOU, MISSY, ARE
TRESPASSING...

IT WAS EOWYR! AND THIS 15 "HO

1AM NO MAN! CAMEL™S LAND"EITHER, THEN!

OH, DN THE CONTRARY,
THERE'S LOTS TO DO
HERE!

WE HOST A SELECTION
OF UNIQUE ATTRACTIONS
HERE TO DIE FOR...

A BARDN OF
THE BARREN...

WHY WOULD ANYONE
WANT T0 OWN
DESERT-LAND? THERE'S
HOTHING WERE...

OR RATHER... OF...

OH, HEAT, DEHYDRATION,
SNAKES, SCORPTIONS,,
BANDITS...
THE ODD ICE CREAM VAN

THAT YOU NEED A MORTGAGE
TO BUY A CHEAPD IE LOLLY...

AD

FABLLOUS. WHEN 1 GET
‘ HOLD OF MY BROTHER...

OK, I'M LOSING IT...
TOO HOT TO THIKK...

WELL, OK, THEN, MR. GARDN,
YOU LIVE HERE, YOU MUST HAVE
SOME INSIDER'S INSIGHT ON HOW
T0 SURVIVE IN THE DESERT?

" FUNNY SORT DF HAME

FOR A CHUMASH,

DON'T YOU THINK? &
1




(T URGH, WHATEVER!!! )|

| ONLY CAME HERE BECAUSE MY BROTHER
AND HIS RATHER ECCENTRIC PARTHER

WERE SUPPOSED TO BE FILMING THEIR
SHOW HERE... OR SOMEWHERE 1K
THIS AREA...

| SAID THAT THE DESERT IS HO PLACE FORY |
THEIR USUAL LUNACY AND REQUESTED TO |
HOST THIS WEEK'S SHOW MYSELF. ..

ffIHf\' SENT ME A LOCATION,
BUT LIKE | 5410, MY 6.P.5
15 [COMPLTELY...

| MEAN, MANY BOOK

OR MOVIE TITLES ARE
NAMED AFTER THE

LOCATIONS, OF COURSE...

LIKE...
[ =

SMALLVILLE?

HOTTING HILL...
SOUTH PACIFIC...

15 THIS

GOWMG
SOMEWHERE?!

.. BRIGADDON...
SESAME STREET...

CORDNATION STREET...

BUT WHAT KIND OF
ITLE 15...
“IN THE DESERT"?!

BUT THEN THE TORAH WAS GIVEN
"IN THE DESERT”
THE ISRAELITES MARCHED IN A
FOUR-CAMP FORMATION AROUND
THE MISHEAN
"IN THE DESERT”
THE MIRACLES, THE MANNA, THE
SUKKOT AND ALL... WERE
"IN THE DESERT"...

[PV SV

YOU'RE NOT GOING TO

A PLACE WITH NO RULES, .
SING “HAKUNA MATATA
NO RESPONSIBILITIES... ARE YOU?

RABBI NATAN OF BRESLOV 5AY5 THAT
“IN THE DESERT” 15 LIKE THE BACKDROP OF
RECEIVING THE TORAH.

BECAUSE LIFE WITHOUT THE WORD OF 6-0 T0
GUIDE YOU 1S ONE BIG “DESERT"...
ONE BIG DOG=EAT=D0G "NO=MAN'S=LAND"...

BUT WE MARCH THROUGH THE DESERT,
ARQUND THE AVSHKAN!
WHERE THE HOLY TABLETS ARE KEPT,
BECAUSE NO MATTER WHAT “WILDERNESS”
WE HAPPEN TO BE IN, WE ALWAYS HAVE
THE ALMIGHTY S GUIDAKCE IH OUR: CEWTRE,
GIVING MEANING TO EVERYTHING!

"WET!

| DOW'T RECALL
THE TORAH AND THE
MISHEAN BEING GIVEN
TO (AMELS...

AH- HA-HA-HA...
DI I SAY “WE™T

| MEANT... ER...
“THEE...”

1 40K, cur, DuDE,
| {1 THINK SHE'S ONTO
Us...

L ER...IN MY DEFENCE, MIS5 I0RRO,
YOU DID ASK TO HOST THIS WEEK'S SHOW,

I -

{ AND HOST IT YOU DID! NICE DIALDGING
THERE...

-4

[ WEVEGOTYOU A &
'WHOLE TUB OF
BEN AND JERRY'S
HERE, A5
COMPENSATION!

SHORTLY AFTERWARDS

TOTALLY,
Wow... | (ouLD
HAME A& CHUMASH
AFTER THIS...

THE SINAI
DESSERT?
-

EVERY PLACE
LOOKS BETTER
AFTER
ICE CREAM...




YACHAD

KAYLA HORN & A

YTI PARTICIPAN

Surprisingly at the beginning of Sefer Bam-
idbar, the Torah describes the encampment of
Bnei Yisrael in the desert, where each tribe is
assigned its own flag and position around the
Mishkan. One striking question arises: Why
did Hashem wait until the second year, after
the Mishkan was built, to give each tribe its
unique flag representing how it would travel
and camp?

On one hand, a flag represents individuality
and distinct identity. Each shevet had its own
unique strengths, role, and spiritual mission.
However, individuality also carries a risk: it
can lead to comparison, competition, and
ultimately division. If introduced too early,

YACHAD

the expression of tribal uniqueness could
have emphasized separation rather than uni-
ty among the nation.

This is why the timing is so significant. Only
after the Mishkan was established—a shared
center of holiness and purpose—could the
tribes safely express their individuality. The
Mishkan created a central point of unity
ensuring that despite their differences, all of
Israel were directed toward the same goal:
serving Hashem. When there is a common
purpose, people are not pulled apart by com-
petition; instead, they work together, each
contributing their unique role to a greater
whole. m

= o[
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! ,PODIATRIST For sale in the German Colony

Licensed in lsrael Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
erica 30 months, offering an exceptional living experience
EE R o7 B2 inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.
3 Halzfira Street - Last apartment available
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m
with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

' ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

A
!
1

In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh
and everywhere in between.

=

DOCTOR
SHLOMO ROSHGADOL N
os58-558-2630

All brands, all madels ‘ﬁ

Service within 24 hours.
=G Em— = =0 .}- Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

For more details, please contact

W

P

JERUSALEM B

SHOMER SHABBAIT LINE COOKS

Are you a professional cook seeking a stable kitchen role?
\W/e are expanding our Line Cook database for certified kosher
restaurants in Jerusalem, connecting you with venues that respect
your religious schedule and offer a professional, high-energy
kitchen environment.

= Multiple Locations: One contact point for multiple Jerusalem restaurants.
= Flexible Placements: Morning, afternoon, or weekday evening shifts.
= Professional Growth: Kitchens where excellence meets religious standards.

= Experience: Proven track record on a professional kitchen line.
= Reliability: Punctual, dedicated, and a team player.
| = Local: Based in Jerusalem or the surrounding areas.
= Efficiency: Ability to maintain high standards during busy service hours.
= How to Join: fill out this form:

://form.jotform.com/2611172142 7
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MATAN SUMMER YHHY|)M

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR TORAH STUDIES
[4
In memory of Dr. Dodi Fishman Tobin z'l l,'\/ E Ei u\Wv‘/

Sunday, June 28 - Thursday,luly16 )

| T S

THE POWER OF COMMITMENT:
Covenant, Obligation and Choice in Jewish Thought and Text

High-Level, Text-Based Torah Classes | Weekly Tours

cJein us for a shiur, a day, a week, or the whole program

Enjoy classes from scholars such as: Rabbanit Malke Bina - Rabbanit Dr. Adina
Sternberg - Dr. Elana Stein Hain - Gila Fine - Rabbi Johnny Solomon - Rabbanit Karen Miller
Jackson - Leah Silver - Malka Hubscher - Miriam White - Rabbanit Nechama Goldman
Barash - Rabbanit Penina Bernstein - Pnina Savery - Rabbanit Dr. Sharon Galper Grossman
Rabbanit Dr. Tamara Spitz - Sarina Novick - Sepha Kirshblum - Yael Leibowitz - and more!

[ 4240 (]

.d-
e
u

WWW.MATAN.ORG.IL | INFO@MATAN.ORG.IL | E@OEHA|*9862 IE! R

OPEN TO WOMEN AND MEN



Investments

When Unity ETEATES DpparUNty

e ulll"i | mesimens
INVESTMENTIN "

CARMEI GAI

FROM

»140,00

DOWN PAYMENT!

s ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING
ANGLO COMMUNITIES IN ISRAEL!

®© O | &=

PREMIUM MARKET-LEADING 10/90

RESIDENTIAL PRICES PAYMENT PLAN
PRDJEET group purchase flexible &
by a top-tier advantage nvestor-friendly

developer

FIRST APARTMENTS
IN THE PROJECT

COMPLETE EXEMPTION
FROM THE BUILDING INDEX
TENS OF FAMILIES

HAVE ALREADY JOINED il
| AVAILABLE UNITS
& PRICING

S FROM ONLY HIGH GROWTH
5 140,000 &1 wowm

DOWN PAYMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION GABRIEL SCHICKMAN CHAIM KESSELMAN

CALL / WHATSAPP: 052-3742380 050-2838683




A Delicious
New Look

Refresh your style with one of our thousands of new, natural wigs.
Enjoy surprisingly great prices, and treat yourself to a premium
Goldy's cheesecake with every wig purchase.

cheesecake upon
presenting this coupon

==

e A GIFT WITH EVERY ' ==
§ ) WIG PURCHASE | =¢
i .,.:,.:?:_. - Get a premium ' »

W

(© 02-376-2010 | Kiriyat Hamada 3, Entrance to Har Chotzvim, Jerusalem

Sun-Thu: 8:30-22:30 | Fri: 8:30-11:30 | Motzash: Hour & quarter after Shabbat until 23:00 W | ; B OX
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