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To view Rebbetzin Adina Shmidman's
Dvar Torah for this week please see:
www.TorahTidbits.com > Individual Articles

Torah Tidbits is proud to share a photo
each week on the cover from our readers!
It is an honor to showcase the immense
talent from across the country.

Send us your best photos and give us the £
opportunity to highlight your story.

Everyone is invited to submit!
Please email to aarong@ouisrael.org

COVER PHOTO

Photographed by Howard Gordon - My wife and | made Aliyah from Manchester
UK in September 2023. We live in Ramat Beit Shemesh Aleph, close to three of
our children. We are blessed that all of our children now live in Israel and many
grandchildren too. This is a photo of the blossoms on Nahal Dolev, Ramat Beit
Shemesh. They make a wonderful spring display.

HELPFUL REMINDERS

£ Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 lyar/ Thurs. night April 30
& Lag BaOmer is celebrated Monday May 4th and Tuesday May 5th
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

It’s important for every person to know
what their strengths and their weaknesses
are. I happen to know that one of my weak-
nesses is that I am horrible at remembering
dates. Some people are excellent at preparing
for birthdays, anniversaries, and so on. Not
me. But since I know that I am not natural-
ly gifted in this area, I use calendars and set
reminders, or ask friends to remind me, so I
don’t miss an important date.

Parshat Emor hands us the master calen-
dar of Klal Yisrael: Pesach, the counting of the
Omer that begins on Motzaei Shabbat of the
first day of Pesach and brings us to Shavuot,
then Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot,
and Shemini Atzeret. HaKadosh Baruch Hu
Himself sets these dates into our year, and
with these dates as our anchor, we have
a beautiful Jewish calendar that our lives
revolve around.

Yet since the Torah was given, many more
dates have been added to that calendar. There
are fast days that mark the destruction of the
Beit HaMikdash, as well as Chanukah and
Purim, which commemorate miracles after

In loving memory of
our dear mother, grandmother
and great grandmother
on her 16" Yarzheit
TINAY TIN - YA Y'Y - RN

Blossom Reutlinger (Nitza) a”’h
7y 939 Ty Na YA NaYn

The Reutlinger
and Mayerfeld families
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the destruction of the first Beit HaMikdash.
And in our own generation, there are the days
we have lived through together over these last
weeks and the weeks ahead: Yom HaZikaron,
Yom Ha’atzmaut, Lag BaOmer, which will be
celebrated this week, and Yom Yerushalayim,
which is coming the week after.

The excitement that many others and I have
for Yom Ha’atzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim
is just tremendous. These are days that shape
who we are, what our State is all about, and
where we are heading. Beyond the joy of
OU Israel’s annual Yom Ha’atzmaut Musical
Tefila with Rabbi Shlomo Katz and beyond our
Yom Yerushalayim davening on the Tayelet still
to come be’ezrat Hashem - both events done in
close coordination with the Jerusalem munici-
pality - there is one more thing I look forward
to every year as Yom Ha’atzmaut approaches:
the release of the annual statistics by Israel’s
Central Bureau of Statistics.

These numbers tell the story that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is writing in front of our eyes.
As the State of Israel marks her 78th Yom
Ha’atzmaut, our population stands at 10.244
million, an increase of about 146,000 over
last year, growing at 1.4 percent. That is well
above the global average of around 0.9 per-
cent. Roughly 76 percent of our population
is Jewish, and approximately 177,000 babies
were born here this year. As I read these fig-
ures, I find myself thinking of the letter the
Ramban wrote to his son after arriving in
Yerushalayim in 1267, in which he describes
a city in ruins where he could find only two
Jews, brothers who worked as dyers, to make



a minyan with on Shabbat. I can only imagine
what the Ramban would give to walk through
Yerushalayim today, where on a single street,
in a single traffic jam, you can find more Jews
than he found in the entire city.

There is more. Life expectancy in Israel
today is roughly 82 years for men and 85 for
women, among the highest in the world and
higher than nearly every Western country,
even while in the midst of war and the pain-
ful loss of so many of our young soldiers in
battle. When the Madad HaOsher, the global
happiness index, was published this year
by researchers who are not always looking
to flatter Israel, the Jewish State once again
came in eighth in the world, for the second
year running. The Central Bureau of Statistics
also found that 91 percent of Israelis describe
themselves as merutzim or merutzim me’od,
satisfied or very satisfied, with their lives in
this country, even after more than two years
of war. These are numbers that bring tremen-
dous simcha and joy when we see that, Baruch
Hashem, we really have a society that is hap-
Py, living long lives, in our homeland.

These numbers came alive for me this past

week, when I had the privilege of meeting two
very special people who, between them, have
witnessed the entire arc of modern Jewish his-
tory. People have asked me who came to our
Yom Ha’atzmaut davening. Who, they wanted
to know, made up the 2,000 people who filled
the Ramada that night? The honest answer is
everyone. Every kind of person was there. I
saw infants in their parents’ arms. I saw teen-
agers and yeshiva and seminary students. And
I'had the privilege of sitting next to Walter, a
102-year-old Holocaust survivor who came to
be with us that evening. This is a man who not
only survived the Nazis but went on to join the
British army, fighting on the beaches of Nor-
mandy and working in counter-intelligence.
Remarkably, he holds the Guinness World
Record for being the oldest working journalist
and radio show host in the world, and even
went skydiving to celebrate his 100th birthday.

When the singing began and the crowd rose
to dance, Walter was on his feet before most of
the youngsters and teenagers. He told me the
only reason he uses a cane is for going up and
down stairs and hills. On flat ground, he said
with a smile, the cane is just for decoration. He
came with me into the dancing and kept urging
the circle to move faster. To dance with a man
who survived the Nazis and is now living in
Israel at 102, with a big smile on his face that
fills the room, was really so incredible.

May the Torah learned
from this Torah Tidbits be
MW nYyY and in loving memory of
Herbert Scheer v
o1 118 13 12 228 T
on his 10" yahrtzeit - 9*& 'n
Steven Scheer and family
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I had a similar privilege in Teaneck, New
Jersey, this past Shabbat, where I spent
quality time with dear friends and spoke at
length with Mrs. Laub, who is also 102. She
is the mother of close friends of mine, and on
Shabbat afternoon I sat with her and her two
daughters for over an hour. She was born in
Austria, survived the Nazis, and built a beau-
tiful family in the United States. Baruch Hash-
em, she has the joy of seeing many of those
grandchildren now living in Israel, building
families, getting married here this past year,
with more grandchildren making aliyah this
coming summer. Although she cannot fly to
Israel anymore, she told me how proud she
is to see photographs of her grandchildren in
IDF uniforms, serving the Jewish people in the
Jewish State.

Sitting with Walter and with Mrs. Laub, I
understood the reason we have the genera-
tion we have today, a generation that is happy,
that wants to live, that wants to bring more
children into the world, a generation that is
building and thriving. It is precisely because
we have not forgotten where we came from.
They survived so that we could be here, and
they take genuine joy in seeing what we are
building. The Jewish people have a State of
our own. We have a country in which we are

In loving memory of our father,
grandfather, great-grandfather
and great-great-grandfather
Grampy -

Dr. Bernard Friedson 271

o1 JOYN PYNY 13 91 27
on his 20" yahrzeit - 6 Iyar

Arlene Saslow
and the entire Friedson and families
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growing, prospering, and living with endless
siyata di’shmaya.

I'told both Walter and Mrs. Laub how grate-
ful T am for the endless miracles Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is doing for the Jewish people in
our days, and how their generation’s mesirut
nefesh, together with the mesirut nefesh of the
parents, soldiers, and families building Klal Yis-
rael today, is what carries us forward. Be’ezrat
Hashem, may we continue to add good dates to
our calendar, dates we can celebrate together,
with many more Jews coming home, ad me’ah
ve’esrim in good health, and may the OU con-
tinue, with siyata di’shmaya, to be a force in
Israel that helps every Anglo who joins us here
build a meaningful life in our homeland.
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbaty 7
Rabbi%éiéjrman

Executive Director, OU Israel

Dr Natan Silver
MBChB, FRCS, Dip Hand Surg
Hand Surgeon

Dual trained UK & Israel
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OU Israel Signature Events: From Remembrance to Rejoicing

Since 2017, OU Israel’s Yom HaAtzmaut
Musical Tefila has become one of the most
moving and uplifting annual gatherings
for the English-speaking community in
Yerushalayim, and this year's event at the
Ramada was no exception. More than 2,000
people filled the room on a night that
captured the very soul of Medinat Yisrael,
carrying the emotion of Yom HaZikaron
straight into the gratitude and joy of Yom
HaAtzmaut. It was not simply an event.

It was the kind of evening that reminds

a person what it means to be part of Am
Yisrael in this generation.

The night was filled with unforgettable moments. Yachad Israel’s Sima Kelner shared the story of her
nephew who fell in battle, bringing the crowd into the heartbreak, courage, and sacrifice that stand
behind our independence. Jerusalem Deputy Mayor Arieh King was honored at the event, adding

to the sense of kavod and national pride that filled the hall. Then came the efila itself, led by Rabbi
Shlomo Katz: passionate, musical, and overflowing with feeling. The singing rose from every corner of
the room. The dancing was full of life. Generations stood side by side, from a 102-year-old Holocaust
survivor to a two-week-old baby, all part of ane extraordinary celebration of Jewish resilience, faith,
and gratitude..

There are some evenings that end when people walk out the door, and there are others that stay
with you long after the music stops. This was one of those nights. It was a living expression of
memory and hope, of tears and song, of the incredible privilege of celebrating Yom HaAtzmaut in
Yerushalayim surrounded by thousands who feel the miracle of Medinat Yisrael deep in their hearts.
Anyone who was there will not soon forget it, and anyone who was not can only hope not to miss the
next opportunity, including OU Israel’s upcoaming Yom Yerushalayim fefila on the Tayelet facing Har
HaBayit, which promises to be another deeply meaningful gathering for our community.

Each week, we share one OU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our
homeland, supporting English-speaking o/im in their klita and supporting Israel’s most
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We are deeply grateful to the partners whose support
helped make OU Israel’s Yom HaAtzmaut Musical Tefila such a
meaningful and uplifting evening for our community
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The zim
@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav
Sde llan in the Lower Galilee

Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor
kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and
covered in winter

WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312
Website: Weissman.Farm
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT EMOR

Our parsha continues the discussion of
holiness. The details of korbanot already
discussed in Sefer Vayikra are the “how” of
Divine Service. The details of Tuma are the
“who” of Divine Service. And in our parsha,
once we already know the how and the who
of Divine Service, we focus on the “conduits”
of Divine service, the kohen and the offerings
themselves. And then holiness in time.
"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 21:1-15)
./k\O‘ Kohanim may not come in con-

’ tact with the dead except for their
nuclear family. Nor may they adopt non-Jew-
ish mourning practices such as balding
their head and beard or cutting their flesh.
Kohanim shall be holy to G-d, for they serve
Him. A kohen may not marry a divorcee.
You are to sanctify them. The Kohen Gadol
may never become tamei, for he is anointed.
He may not marry a divorcee or widow.

The kohen has to stay away from the dead
as his main job is service in the Mikdash.
A person who is tamei cannot serve in the
Mikdash.

But what is more instructive is not when
he cannot become tamei. But rather when
he can, and in fact must become tamei.

He must become tamei for his immediate
family. This is a powerful statement con-
cerning the centrality of family. And the
nature of the holy man.

In other religions, asceticism is viewed
as holy. In that view this world of ours is

12 TORAH TIDBITS 1658 / EMOR

a mixture of holy and profane. The soul is
holy. The physical is profane. Food, plea-
sure, and marriage are the physical part
of life that drags the soul down. The holy
person is celibate. Lives a life of simplicity,
resisting the temptations of the flesh.

That is not our view. The kohen marries.
Has a family. That family even overrides his
kohen function; he is required to become
tamei for his immediate family, even though
becoming tamei will mean he can’t do his
kohen work.

Man was created dust from the earth, with
his soul breathed in through his nostrils. We
are a hybrid; physical body, spiritual soul. It
is the balance of the two that we embrace.
We avoid the extremes on both sides; we
are not hedonists, embracing physicality,
nor ascetics, rejecting the physical. Let’s not
overstate our embrace of the physical. We
can go too far. Moderation is the Torah’s
way. But asceticism, the complete rejection
of the physical is not. This is the way we
were created.

The kohen does have marriage restric-
tions. But modest ones. And those restric-
tions operate in the context of our embrace
of marriage and family, even for the holy
man.

‘(‘ 2ND ALIYA (21:16-22:16)
% : A kohen who has a blemish ma:
) y

not serve in the Mikdash. This
includes blind, lame, broken limbs, eye con-
ditions and others. He may consume holy
items but not perform the service. A kohen
may not serve while Tamei, as this desecrates



the holy. While a non-kohen may not con-
sume the holy (teruma), those who are a
part of the kohen’s home may. His daughter,
before marriage or after if childless, is part
of his home and may consume the holy. The
holy is profaned when consumed by others.

The kohen serves in the Mikdash. And he
also receives certain benefits, like Teruma
(2% of produce grown in theLland of Israel).
If he has certain quite dramatic blemishes,
he may not serve. But that does not mean
he may not enjoy the benefits, like Teruma.
His Kedushat Kehuna, his status as a kohen
is unaffected by blemishes.

Perhaps this is to convey to the kohen: a
blemish limits what you may do, but not who
you are. You are a kohen with a blemish but
a kohen you remain.

And this message resonates not only for
the kohen. We all could use this reminder:
we are created in His Image. Some with
greater abilities some with less. And over
time, our abilities wither and we aren’t what
we used to be; can’t do what we used to do.
Time limits what we do, but not who we are.
Created in His Image we remain.

'}‘ 3RD ALIYA (22:17-33)
VK\O} An animal offering may not

have a blemish. This includes
blind, broken limbs, eye conditions and oth-
ers. This applies to a non-Jew’s offering as
well. An animal with a blemish is not pleas-
ing. An offering must be at least 8 days old.
A mother and offspring may not be slaugh-
tered on the same day. An offering may not
be eaten after the 2nd day. Do not profane
My Name, rather sanctify Me in your midst.

Blemishes disqualify the kohen from serv-
ing in the Mikdash. And the blemished offer-
ing is disqualified as well.

The idea of bringing the best in the

Mikdash makes sense. But not only in the
Mikdash. There is a tendency due to the
routine of mitzvot, to fall into a minimalist
approach to mitzvot. Just do the minimum of
what is required. The example of the more
maximalist requirements of the Mikdash
should perhaps be aspirational for us in our
private lives as well. When we celebrate spe-
cial occasions, we want everything to be just
right; the flowers, the catering, the lighting.
We should be vigilant to avoid being maxi-
malists when it comes to our occasions, but
allow ourselves to be minimalists in mitzvot.
We should aspire to do mitzvot to the full and
not suffice with the minimum.

The conclusion of this section states the
mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem and Hillul Hash-
em. Actions done by little ole me can cause
G-d’s Name to be desecrated, Hillul Hashem.
Or sanctified, Kiddush Hashem. The Holi-
ness of G-d’s Name hovers over our every
action. Our care and kindness, the gentle
manner of our speech, the pleasantness of
our demeanor can be a Kiddush Hashem,
unbeknownst and unintended by us. What
a weighty responsibility. And wonderful
opportunity.

"/" 4TH ALIYA (23:1-22)
K’) These are the holy days: 6 days

work, 7th day is Shabbat. Pesach
is on the 14th of the 1st month; for 7 days
eat matza. The first day is holy, no mela-
cha should be done, as is the 7th day. The
Omer offering of freshly harvested barley is
brought the day after the first holiday day of
Pesach. It permits consumption of the new
grain. Count 7 full weeks and on the 50th
day bring an offering of new wheat as baked
chametz. That day (Shavuot) shall be a holy
day on which no melacha shall be done.
When harvesting, leave the corners and the
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dropped items to the poor and stranger.

The Torah here introduces us to a new
theme of Kedusha: holiness in time. The holi-
ness of proximity to G-d has been expressed
in holiness in space, the Mishkan. And
through food and relationships, we are holy.
And kohanim have holiness. Now, time too.
Shabbat and holidays are a rendezvous with
G-d, not only in a particular place but in a par-
ticular time.

This listing of the holidays begins with
Shabbat. Shabbat has come up numerous
times in the Torah, focusing on different
themes. There is the good employer theme;
you know what it means to work as a slave
with no reprieve. Grant a reprieve to your
workers. There is the Creator theme; He cre-
ated the world in 6 days, resting on the 7th,
you doing the same attests to His Creation.
There is the Exodus theme; His Pulling you out
of Egypt demonstrates the unique covenant,
Shabbat is a sign of that covenant.

Here we have the Holiness theme. Rendez-
vous. Special time unfettered by weekday
concerns.

In all the wonderful ways we honor Shab-
bat and observe it, we need to remember that
at its core it is time akin to prayer. In prayer
we stand in isolation, communicating directly
with G-d. On Shabbat we live a day in rendez-
vous with Him.

’}‘ 5TH ALIYA (23:23-32)
'/k\‘} The first day of the 7th month

(Rosh Hashana) is a truah remem-
brance. No work shall be done. The 10th day
(Yom Kippur) is a holy day on which to afflict
your soul, for it is a day of atonement. No
work shall be done. From evening til evening.

The brevity of the Torah’s description of
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur belie their
drama in our lives. But their description,
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remembrance and atonement — those are res-
onant words. These are not historically rich
like Pesach. But relationally rich; G-d noting
us. And granting us atonement.
R 6TH ALIYA (23:33-44)
ﬁ The 15th of the 7th month begins
- a 7-day holiday of Sukkot. The first
day is holy, no work shall be done. The 8th
day is holy, no work shall be done. These are
the holy days each with its offerings, besides
the offerings of Shabbat and voluntary ones.
And also, on the 15th of the 7th month take
a Lulav and Etrog and rejoice before G-d for
7 days. Dwell in Sukkot so you shall know
that I had the Jews dwell in Sukkot upon the
Exodus.

In the Torah, Sukkot is the end of the year.
For the holidays. And so, we have extra joy
and appreciation for the holiday cycle that
began with Pesach. People need rhythm in
life. Something to look forward to. To antic-
ipate. To expect. Every culture has its spe-
cial days. Our special days are holy, uplifted,
change of routine, change of locale (in going to
Jerusalem). And for that we are blessed. And
appreciative.

"/" 7TH ALIYA (24:1-23)
K’} Bring oil for a permanent light

in the Menorah, set outside the
Holy of Holies. Bake 12 loaves to be placed
in 2 groups of 6 on the Shulchan every Shab-
bat. The kohanim shall eat this holy bread
in the Mikdash. 2 men fought. The Jewish
man cursed G-d. He was held until his sen-
tence would be determined by G-d. He shall
be stoned. These crimes are punishable by
death: cursing G-d, murder. Others have
financial penalties: property damage and
bodily assault.

0il, flour and wine figure prominently in
the Mikdash. Oil in the Menorah. Bread on



the Shulchan. Wine, though not mentioned
here, is brought with the animal sacrifices.

It is noteworthy that each of these 3 is pro-
cessed. Grain is the natural item; the bread is
processed by people. Olives, natural; olive oil
processed. Grapes, natural; wine processed.
None of these occur naturally; they are all pro-
cessed by people.

Perhaps this is to emphasize the uniqueness
of mankind. Only human beings can make
wheat into bread. Human beings have cre-
ativity and ingenuity. We serve G-d specifi-
cally with the unique qualities of mankind.
The products of our creativity and ingenuity;
oil, bread, wine.

Holiness and its laws are expressions of the
elevated and noble station of man.

HAFTORAH
YECHEZKEL 44:15-31

This week’s haftorah echoes the parsha, in
that it discusses various laws pertaining to the
kohanim.

We are privy in this memorable section
to learn about the service of the kohanim in
the third Holy Temple through the elevat-
ed prophecy of Yechezkel. The realities he
describes will come to fruition at the time of
the Final Redemption.

As part of his vision, we learn about the
unique vestments worn by the priests, laws of
who they can marry, and the laws regarding
coming in contact with a dead body.

There is also a call to the kohanim to serve
as teachers and leaders of the nation of Israel.

Being that the kohanim are to serve solely
as the emissaries of the Almighty, they do not
receive a portion of the Land of Israel but are
given the meat of the sacrifices and tithes
which support their holy work. m
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31st of 54 sedras; 8th of 10 in Vayikra.
Written on 215 lines (rank: 20th).

17 parshiyot; 11 open, 6 closed.

124 pesukim, rank: 15; 1st in Vayikra.
1614 words, rank: 22; 2nd in Vayikra.
6106 letters, rank: 23; 2nd in Vayikra.
Relatively short pesukim account for its
drop in ranking for words & letters.

LA

63 of 613 mitzvot; 24 positive,

39 prohibitions.

Emor has more than one mitzvah per
two pesukim, five times the Torah's
average. Only Ki Teitzei (with 74) has
more mitzvot than Emor.
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“And when you sacrifice a sacrifice of thanksgiving to G-d, from your own free will, you shall
sacrifice it.” (22:29)
The Korban Todah is offered when a person is saved from a perilous situation and mortal danger,
to express thanksgiving to G-d. However, how can an individual be commanded to bring such an
offering of one’s own free will, when no one would have wanted to be placed in this situation
in the first place? Rashi expresses this conundrum by saying “At the start of your sacrificing, be
careful that it should be acceptable to you. And how is it acceptable?”
The Ktav Sofer (Rabbi Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer 1815-1872, Pressburg) offers an interest-
ing insight. A person should be accepting of all that happens to him, whether the incident is re-
warding or includes anguish. We should always consider that the experience that unfolds before
us is in our best interest; perhaps due to our errors we need to overcome these trials and deflect
worse outcomes. We now can understand the need to bring this “thanksgiving” offering in joy
and full acceptance, for G-d has removed these difficulties from us through His mercy. Thereby,
the Torah instructs us to bring this Todah offering with our free will in a positive way, accepting

all that happens to us with benevolence. - Shabbat Shalom
7971 MY NNIDI Mbdy NNID
AN 121023 2Py DYHY Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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Those were the days. I reflect upon them
often lately. They occurred more than sixty
years ago when I and about a dozen of my
fellow Yeshiva classmates were preparing for
our semicha examinations.

A committee of several esteemed rabbis
helped us prepare for and eventually admin-
ister the oral examinations. Ultimately, they
signed our semicha documents, ordaining us
as full-fledged Orthodox Jewish rabbis.

One of those rabbis was Pinchas Mordechai
Teitz, of blessed memory. He was then known
as the founder of the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity in Elizabeth, New Jersey. On the first
day that we met him, he shared some of his
background with us. He was born in the small
town of Subot, Latvia, just outside the larger

In loving memory of our dear father,
grandfather and great-grandfather
on his 11" Yarzheit - 97X X”

Henry Mayerfeld -1

May the Torah learned
from this issue be in his merit

Missed by his wife Lore Mayerfeld,
and children, Danny & Elana,
Debbie, Mark & Susie
the grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

city of Dvinsk, now known as Daugavpils. As
a child he was close to both of that city’s major
rabbinic figures, Rav Yosef Rosen (the Roga-
tchover Gaon) and Rav Meir Simcha (the Ohr
Sameach).

At that time, quite frankly, I had not heard
of either of those two rabbinic giants. Thanks
to Rabbi Teitz, however, I was motivated to
study the writings of Rav Meir Simcha: Ohr
Sameach al HaRambam, Ohr Sameach al
HaShas (which my dear friend, Rabbi Dovid
Greenwald discovered some years later in a
post-Holocaust archive), and his commentary
on Chumash known as Meshech Chochma.

I also learned much from Rabbi Teitz about
Rav Meir Simcha, especially about his kind
devotion toward his diverse constituents. One
heroic example of this kindness is his refusal
to abandon his community when it was under
siege during the first World War, insisting that
“as long as there are nine Jews remaining in
Dvinsk, I will be the tenth!”

Like any great writer, Rav Meir Simcha
expressed his personal kindness in his com-
mentary to this week’s Torah portion, Emor
(Leviticus 21:1-24:23). The passage which he
brings to our attention extends from Chapter
22 verse 26 until verse 32. This latter verse pro-
claims: “Do not profane My holy name (chillul
Hashem)—so that I may be sanctified in the
midst of the Israelites (kiddush Hashem).”

This verse is the culmination of the passage
beginning with verse 26. Rabbi Yehuda Cop-
perman, in his outstanding “supercommen-
tary” on Meshech Chochma, summarizes the
entire passage as follows:



“This is a beautiful example of the author’s
teachings about the essentials of Jewish
thought. It is based upon our understanding
of the sequence of these verses:

1. “The prohibition against offering an animal

less than eight days old as a sacrifice (verse 27);
2. The prohibition against slaughtering an

animal and its own offspring on the same

day (verse 28);

3. One may only slaughter animals in an

“acceptable” fashion (verse 29);

4. Do not profane the Lord’s name = (chillul

Hashem);

5. Sanctify the Lord, i.e. be a “holy” people

(kiddush Hashem).”

Rabbi Copperman, of blessed memory, the
founder of the Michlalah Jerusalem College
for Woman, thus offers us a very helpful but
very brief sketch of Rav Meir Simcha’s lesson:
Avoid cruelty, even to animals, so that you
may be a “holy people.”

Rav Meir Simcha’s full text is both more
elaborate and more convincing. Here it is,
subject to my own translation:

“It is well known that pagan idolators
sought to appease their gods via human sacri-
fices, burning their own sons and daughters at
the stake, scarring their own bodies and dis-
figuring themselves. Cruelty, sadism, revenge!
As Hosea (13:2) puts it, they are zovchai adam,
they sacrifice humans.

“So it was until the Holy One Blessed Be He
caused the light of Torah to shine... teaching
us the values of compassion and sympathy
and kindness and mercy, with no distinction
between Kohanim who must be treated with
honor; Leviim whom we must gladden; Yis-
raelim whom we must treat charitably and
not treat as chattel; the ger toshav whom we
must sustain; the eved Kenaani whom we
must not degrade; and animals to which we

D;I%]LT)I) A
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may not cause pain.

“Think too of the prohibition against hav-
ing one’s non-Jewish employees work for us
on our Sabbath, the prohibition against muz-
zling work animals, and the fact that danger
of death or serious illness overrides Torah
proscriptions. In short, The Torah and its
commandments teach mercy, kindness, com-
passion—all the ways of His Blessed Name.”

The Meshech Chochma eloquently
concludes:

“Be careful, my children, not to teach cruel-
ty, but rather ‘Keep my commands and fulfill
them... do not profane My holy name.” His
‘holy name’ expresses His creation and main-
tenance of the Universe; His desire to preserve
them and not, heaven forbid, to destroy them
and thereby profane His own name... There is
therefore a mitzvah to act in a holy manner to
sanctify His name, and to thereby ‘illuminate
the eyes of the rest of Israel’ as to how to wor-
ship the Master of All Creation.”

At moments like this, rereading the brilliant
and instructive words of Rav Meir Simcha, I
vividly recall the man who introduced me to
this great sage and spiritual master. I remem-
ber Rabbi Pinchas Mordechai Teitz, who
Ppassed away decades ago. I can never forget his
many kindnesses as he coached us in our stud-
ies, encouraged us to surmount the difficulties
we encountered, and complimented us on our
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accomplishments. And all this with a smile, a
humorous anecdote, and a warm handshake
- sometimes even a hug. If kindness equals
holiness, he was indeed a holy man.

I encourage you, dear reader, to reflect
upon kind individuals that you have expe-
rienced in your lifetimes. Can you re-define
them to yourselves as having been holy men
and women?

I close by sharing with you exemplary indi-
viduals whom I identify as supremely kind and
distinctively holy. I write these words on the
fourth day of Iyar, Yom HaZikaron, the day in
which we recall those heroes and heroines of
the wars and victims of terror that have so deep-
Iy bereaved the State of Israel since its inception.

There are too many to list by name in this
weekly column. But they were all exemplary
of kindness. Those who were killed in active
duty were infinitely kind in their dedication to
our defense and for having made the ultimate
sacrifice. When one hears descriptions of the
many victims of terror from their friends and
family, one invariably hears tales of their pro-
found kindness during their tragically inter-
rupted lives.

Yes, they were kind. But they are known in
Hebrew as kedoshim, holy souls! Indeed! To
be kind is to be holy! A lesson for us all from
the kind and holy author of Meshech Choch-
ma, Rav Meir Simmcha HaKohen.

BROTHERS
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RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi n>y5
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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Faith as a
Journey

In its account of the festivals of the Jewish
year, this week’s parsha contains the follow-
ing statement:

For seven days you shall live in huts [suc-
cot]. All those native-born in Israel must live
in huts, so that future generations may know
that I had the Israelites live in huts when I
brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am
the Lord your God.” (Vayikra 23:42-43)

What precisely this means was the subject
of disagreement between two great teachers
of the Mishnaic era, Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi
Akiva. According to the Talmud Bavli (Succah
11a), Rabbi Eliezer holds that the reference is
to the Clouds of Glory that accompanied the
Israelites on their journey through the desert.
Rabbi Akiva maintains that the verse is to be
understood literally (succot mammash). It
means “huts” — no more, no less.

A similar difference of opinion exists
between the great medieval Jewish commen-
tators. Rashi and Ramban favour the “Clouds
of Glory” interpretation. Ramban cites as
proof the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the
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end of days:

Then the Lord will create over all of Mount
Zion and over those who assemble there a
cloud of smoke by day and a glow of flaming
fire by night; over all the glory will be a cano-
py. It will be a shelter and shade from the heat
of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from
the storm and rain. (Isaiah 4:5-6)

Here the word succah clearly refers not to a
natural but to a miraculous protection.

Ibn Ezra and Rashbam, however, favour
the literal interpretation. Rashbam explains
as follows: the festival of Succot, when the
harvest was complete and the people were
surrounded by the blessings of the land, was
the time to remind them of how they came to
be there. The Israelites would relive the wil-
derness years during which they had no per-
manent home. They would then feel a sense
of gratitude to God for bringing them to the
land. Rashbam’s prooftext is Moses’ speech in
Devarim 8:

And when you eat and are satisfied, you
shall bless the Lord your God for the good
land that He has given you. Take care not to
forget the Lord your God...

Otherwise, when you have eaten and been
satisfied, and have built fine houses and lived
in them, when your herds and flocks have
grown abundant, and your silver and gold is



abundant, and all that you have has grown
abundant, your heart may become proud, for-
getting the Lord your God who brought you
out of Egypt, the house of slaves... you might
be tempted to say to yourself, ‘My power, the
strength of my own hand, have brought me
this great wealth.” But remember the Lord
your God, for it is He who gives you the pow-
er to do great things, upholding the covenant
that He swore to your ancestors, as He is doing
on this day. (Devarim 8:10-18)

According to Rashbam, Succot (like Pesach) is
areminder of the humble origins of the Jewish
people, a powerful antidote to the risks of afflu-
ence. That is one of the overarching themes of
Moses’ speeches in the book of Devarim and
a mark of his greatness as a leader. The real
challenge to the Jewish people, he warned, was
not the dangers they faced in the wilderness,
but the opposite, the sense of wellbeing and
security they would have once they settled the
land. The irony - and it has happened many
times in the history of nations - is that people
remember God in times of distress but forget
Him in times of plenty. That is when cultures
become decadent and begin to decline.

A question, however, remains. According
to the view that the succot are to be under-
stood literally as huts in the wilderness, what
miracle does the festival of Succot represent?
Pesach celebrates the deliverance of the Isra-
elites from Egypt with signs and wonders.
Shavuot recalls the giving of the Torah at
Mount Sinai, the only time in history when an
entire people experienced an unmediated rev-
elation of God. On the “Clouds of Glory” inter-
pretation, Succot fits this scheme. It recalls
the miracles in the wilderness, the forty years
during which they ate mannah from heaven,
drank water from a rock, and were led by
a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night
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(In 1776, Thomas Jefferson chose this image
as his design for the Great Seal of the United
States). But on the view that the succah is not
a symbol but a fact — a hut, a booth, nothing
more — what miracle does it represent? There
is nothing exceptional in living in a portable
home if you are a nomadic group living in the
Sinai desert. It is what Bedouin do to this day.
Where then is the miracle?

A surprising and lovely answer is given by
the Prophet Jeremiah:

Go and proclaim in the hearing of
Jerusalem:

“I remember the devotion of your youth,
how - as a bride - you loved Me and followed
Me through the desert, through a land not
sown.” (Jeremiah 2:2)

Throughout Tanach, most of the references
to the wilderness years focus on the gracious-
ness of God and the ingratitude of the people:
their quarrels and complaints, their constant
inconstancy. Jeremiah does the opposite. To
be sure, there were bad things about those
years, but against them stands the simple fact
that the Israelites had the faith and courage
to embark on a journey through an unknown
land, fraught with danger, and sustained only
by their trust in God. They were like Sarah
who accompanied Abraham on his journey,
leaving “his land, birthplace and father’s
house” behind. They were like Tzipporah who
went with Moses on his risk-laden mission to
bring the Israelites out of Egypt. There is a
faith that is like love; there is a love that calls
for faith. That is what the Israelites showed
in leaving a land where they had lived for
210 years and travelling out into the desert,
“a land not sown”, not knowing what would
befall them on the way, but trusting in God to
bring them to their destination.

Perhaps it took Rabbi Akiva, the great lover
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of Israel, to see that what was truly remark-
able about the wilderness years was not that
the Israelites were surrounded by the Clouds
of Glory but that they were an entire nation
without a home or houses; they were like
nomads without a place of refuge. Exposed to
the elements, at risk from any surprise attack,
they nonetheless continued on their journey
in the faith that God would not desert them.
To a remarkable degree, Succot came to sym-
bolise not just the forty years in the wilderness
but also two thousand years of exile. Follow-
ing the destruction of the Second Temple, Jews
were scattered throughout the world. Almost
nowhere did they have rights. Nowhere could
they consider themselves at home. Wherev-
er they were, they were there on sufferance,
dependent on a ruler’s whim. At any moment
without forewarning they could be expelled, as
they were from England in 1290, from Vienna
in 1421, Cologne, 1424, Bavaria 1442, Perugia,
Vicenza, Parma and Milan in the 1480s, and
most famously from Spain in 1492. These
expulsions gave rise to the Christian myth of
“the wandering Jew” — conveniently ignoring
the fact that it was Christians who imposed this
fate on them. Yet even they were often awe-
struck by the fact that — despite everything —
Jews did not give up their faith when (in Judah
Halevi’s phrase) “with a word lightly spoken”
they could have converted to the dominant
faith and put an end to their sufferings.
Succot is the festival of a people for whom,
for twenty centuries, every house was a mere
temporary dwelling, every stop no more
than a pause in a long journey. I find it deep-
ly moving that Jewish tradition called this
time zeman simchatenu, “the season of our
joy”. That, surely, is the greatness of the Jewish
spirit that, with no protection other than their
faith in God, Jews were able to celebrate in the



midst of suffering and affirm life in the full
knowledge of its risk and uncertainty. That is
the faith of a remarkable nation.

R. Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev once
explained why the festival of Nissan has two
names, Pesach and Chag haMatzot. The name
Pesach represents the greatness of God who
“passed over” the houses of the Israelites in
Egypt. The name Chag haMatzot represents
the greatness of the Israelites who were will-
ing to follow God into the wilderness without
provisions. In the Torah, God calls the festi-
val Chag haMatzot in praise of Israel. The Jew-
ish people, however, called it Pesach to sing
the praise of God. That, it seems, is the argu-
ment between R. Eliezer and R. Akiva about
Succot. According to R. Eliezer, it represents
God’s miracle, the Clouds of Glory. According
to R. Akiva, however, it represents the mira-
cle of Israel - their willingness to continue the
long journey to freedom, vulnerable and at
great risk, led only by the call of God.

Why then, according to Rabbi Akiva, is Suc-
cot celebrated at harvest time? The answer
is in the very next verse of the prophecy of
Jeremiah. After speaking of “the devotion of
your youth, how - as a bride - you loved Me,”
the Prophet adds:

Israel is holy to God, The first fruit of His
harvest. (Jeremiah 2:3)

Just as, during Tishrei, the Israelites cele-
brated their harvest, so God celebrates His — a
people who, whatever else their failings, have
stayed loyal to Heaven’s call for longer, and
through a more arduous set of journeys, than
any other people on earth. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

“Kohanim’j
AND “B’nai
Aharon”

Chazal’s haftarah selection for this para-
sha is taken from Sefer Yechezkel [44: 15-31]
which is part of the closing section of the
sefer. That section includes nine p’rakim
[40-48] of visions that describe the future of
the Bet HaMikdash, Yerushalayim and Eretz
Yisra’el. Many of the past articles regarding
this haftarah have focused upon the con-
trasts-even conflicts- between the rituals that,
as Yechezkel promises, would be followed by
the kohanim in the future Bet HaMikdash and
those well-known practices that are instituted
in the Torah itself.

And yet, we would have a better under-
standing of the entire nevu’ah were we to
comprehend the introduction of the haftarah
itself. The opening expression “V’haKohanim
hal’viyim” presents us with a number of

Cheap movers create‘
expensive problems.®__
- .-Ii“-—-—"""

On The Move '

Moving, without the moving problems. | ";
054-736-9550
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

queries:

Does Yechezkel refer to the Kohanim or the
Leviyim?

Or does he speak of both?

And, if he IS referring to the Kohanim
alone-why call them “HaKohanim
HaL’viyim?

Are not ALL Kohanim also L'viyim - being
part of Shevet Levi??

Indeed, the earlier part of navi’s message
does speak of the Levites alone...and not pos-
itively at all. And, upon hearing Yechezkel’s
message to them, we will realize why our
haftarah begins as it does. The navi tells the
Lviyim that:

They are idolators — “asher ta’u me’Alai
acharei gilulehem” [v. 10]

Nonetheless, they will guard the Temple,
tend gates of the Mikdash and serve the Isra-
elites offerings. [v. 11]

But they will not be allowed to serve Hash-
em directly nor have any role in the sanctuary
itself. [v.13]

Having condemned the Levites for their
past sins — including idolatry — and, as a result,
had them prohibited from fully returning
to serving G-d, Yechezkel then turns to the
Kohanim. The prophet would now call them
“V’HaKohanim Hal’viyim” -those Kohanim
who were also L'viyim - who would be consid-
ered as an exception from the other Levitical
families.

Indeed, we note carefully how the honors
to be bequeathed upon these Kohanim would
not be given to all of the priestly families, but
to the most faithful alone, “B’nei Tzadok”,



the descendants of Tzadok. It is they who the
navi depicts as remaining loyal to G-d when
the majority of the nation - both Israelites
and Levites - strayed away from Hashem [see
v.15].

And so, what connection does this have to
our Torah reading, a parasha that delineates
the responsibilities and services that the
Kohanim must fulfill in the Mikdash?

I submit that the underlying message of
Yechezkel HaNavi is one that rings true in his
era and in future generations as well and is
subtly intimated in Parashat Emor.

In delineating the multiple mitzvot incum-
bent upon the Kohanim, i.e. avoiding defile-
ment to the dead, choosing proper marriage
mates or limiting certain kohanim from sac-
rificial worship, the Torah opens our para-
sha by referring to the Kohanim as “B’nai
Aharon”. This additional designation seems to
be quite unnecessary, as ALL kohanim must
be “B’nai Aharon”! But, perhaps, Hashem is
directing Moshe to remind the descendants
of Aharon must always carry on the name of
their holy forefather. Their biological connec-
tion to the priestly family would not always
guarantee their sanctified position or service
alone. As kohanim, they must constantly
be aware that they are “B’nai Aharon” and,
therefore, are expected to reflect his sancti-
ty and greatness. If not....well, just read the
warnings of Yechezkel!

“Z’cut Avot”, the righteousness of our holy
patriarchs does not guarantee that we will
receive Hashem’s benevolence and compas-
sion ....unless we remember WHO we come
from and whom, therefore, we must emu-
late.m

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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“Begin counting from the day after the day of
rest.” (Vayikra 23:15)

In Parashat Emor we encounter a famous
pasuk that generated significant controver-
sy throughout Jewish history. The Torah
instructs us to begin counting the Omer “from
the day after Shabbat.” Chazal teach that here
the word Shabbat refers not to the weekly
Shabbat, but to the first day of Pesach.

The Tzedukim (who did not believe in the
Oral Torah), rejected this interpretation. They
insisted that Me Macharat HaShabbat refers
to the day after a literal Shabbat, and there-
fore they always began counting the Omer on
Sunday. This meant that Shavuot would fall
on a different date every year, detached from
the fixed calendar of Yom Tov.

This raises a powerful question:

Why would the Torah use such confusing

196 sqm | 30 min drive
to Tel Aviv | In Leshem,
Religious Yishuv
with an Anglo
community

CALLNOW
054-681-2487

3,240,000 NIS
No Broker
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RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

language? Why refer to Pesach as “Shabbat”
rather than simply “Yom Tov”?

The Meshech Chochmah offers a brilliant
and insightful explanation. He suggests that
mitzvot fall into two broad categories:

Mitzvot that bring us closer to God - such
as tefillah, tzitzit, and tefillin.

Mitzvot that bring us closer to other peo-
ple - such as gemilut chasadim, terumah, leket,
and other forms of support for those in need.

There is, he argues, a similar distinction
between Shabbat and Yom Tov.

On Shabbat, we may not carry outside,
leave the techum, or cook. These restrictions
naturally limit social interaction. Shabbat is a
day designed to pull us inward and upward,
allowing us to focus more fully on God.

But Yom Tov is different. On Yom Tov we
may cook, carry, and move more freely. The
halachic framework encourages hosting,
inviting, and celebrating together. Yom Tov is
structured to strengthen our bonds with other
people.

With this distinction in mind, the Meshech
Chochmah reads MeMacharat HaShabbat
in a new light. On the night of the very first
Pesach in Egypt, the Jews were commanded:
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“None of you may go out of the entrance of
your house until morning.” (Shemot 12:22).
That first Pesach was not a social, communal
Yom Tov at all. It was experienced in isolation,
behind locked doors, the nation hiding from
the plague of the first born that swept Egypt.
In that moment, the first Pesach resembled
Shabbat far more than Yom Tov. It was a night
stripped of social connection, and focused
entirely on God. Therefore, explains the
Meshech Chochmah, the Torah refers to the
first day of Pesach as Shabbat, because that is
precisely what it functionally resembled.

It is no coincidence that when the Torah
later describes Shavuot, it interweaves laws
of Pe’ah and Leket - mitzvot that require us
to leave behind parts of our harvest for the
needy.

Perhaps the Torah is highlighting a pro-
found shift:

Pesach in Egypt was inward-facing, like
Shabbat, fostering connection with God.

Shavuot, the conclusion of the Omer, is
outward-facing, calling us to embrace oth-
ers, to build community, and to care for the
vulnerable.

The journey from Pesach to Shavuot is
thus the journey from inner faith to outer
responsibility, from personal redemption to
communal mission. It also underscores that

@ Parkinsonism
@ Sports injuries
@ HOME VISITS

O 054-4639463 © www.jsportmed.com

Dr. Yonatan Kaplan
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although the first Yom Tov of Pesach was an
exception and was more similar to Shabbat,
the first Shavuot is more of a typical Yom Tov-
focusing on our connection to our fellow man.

The Meshech Chochmah explains that
the Torah’s language is not confusing, but
intentional, reminding us that genuine
avodat Hashem requires both dimensions:
drawing close to God and drawing close to
each other.

As we count the Omer, day by day, we
retrace that national journey.

Each day asks us:

Are we deepening our connection with the
Ribbono shel Olam?

Are we expanding our care for those
around us?

May our mitzvot be performed with clarity
and purpose, lifting us upward toward our
Creator while drawing us closer together
as one people. And may the journey from
Pesach to Shavuot transform us—so that we
stand together at Matan Torah not only as
individuals who believe, but as a nation that
loves, supports, and walks with one another
in unity.
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Special
Sayings

“Emor el haKohanim bnei Aharon ve’am-
arta aleihem le’nefesh lo yitama be’amav —
Speak to the Kohanim, the sons of Aaron, and
say to them: Let none [of you] defile himself
for a dead person among his people.” (Vayikra
21:1) Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu to speak
to the Kohanim and instruct them in the laws
pertaining to their clan. Rashi explains that
this double expression of “speak...say” comes
to admonish the adult Kohanim to be respon-
sible for the minors. How can we apply this
teaching to the broader community?

Rav Sorotzkin zt’l in Oznayim La’Torah
offers an insight relating to education. Chil-
dren are primarily influenced by two groups,
their parents and teachers and their peers.
Sometimes, their peers can have an even
greater impact on them than their elders. It
has been said that it is more important for
parents to daven for their children to have
good friends than it is for them to daven for
their children to be good. To that end, parents
will carefully choose their neighborhood,
their children’s schools and their children’s
playmates. The Kohanim often lived scattered
among different tribes whose children may
not have been as careful with the laws of puri-
ty and impurity. It was therefore imperative
for the elder Kohanim to continuously rein-
force these laws so that their children would
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guard them appropriately, even without the
support of their peers.

Accordingly, any value or custom that
is important to a family must be regularly
emphasized and esteemed so that the chil-
dren will absorb, prioritize and revere it as
well and stay true to their family tradition.
If children do not experience this element in
their education, their peers will sway them in
a different direction.

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l in Darash Moshe
shares an additional lesson learned from the
twofold expression. He notes that a parent
wants to impart two components in Torah
education. Firstly, there are the actual laws
and instructions, what to do and what to
avoid. This is “Emor — Speak.” Then there is
the feeling and connection that accompanies
the directive. This is “ve’amarta — and say,”
explain that living with Torah values is not
simply a challenging rulebook to follow, rath-
er it is a precious commodity that gives shape
to life with meaning and purpose.

In Ohel Miriam, Rav Pincus zt”]1 notes that
cultivating ahavat Hashem must begin when
a child is very young. We can teach babies
to kiss a mezuzah, a siddur and holy books.
Such precious moments become fixed in
a little one’s psyche and form the building
blocks of his love for Hashem, His Torah and
mitzvot. ®
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

This Friday, we commemorated Pesach
Sheini, literally the second Pesach.

The Torah instructs us in Parshat BeHaalot-
cha, regarding this second opportunity for
those who were unable to offer the Korban
Pesach at its proper time to be able to partici-
pate and fulfill this mitzva.

Since there were some men who were
unclean, having come in contact with a
corpse and could not offer the Korban Pesach
on that day. Appearing that same day before
Moshe and Ahron, those men said to them,
“Unclean though we are by reason of a corpse,
why must we be prevented from presenting
Hashem with an offering at its set time with
the rest of the Jewish People?” Moshe said to
them, “Imdu- Stand by, and let me hear what
instructions Hashem gives for you.” Hashem
spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the Jewish
people, and say: When any of you or of your
posterity who are defiled by a corpse or are
on a long journey would be unable to offer the
Korban Pesach to Hashem, they shall offer it
in the second month, on the fourteenth day of
the month, at twilight. They shall eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and they
shall not leave any of it over until morning.
They shall not break a bone of it. They shall
offer it in strict accord with the law of the Kor-
ban Pesach...”

The Chidushei HaRim, the first Gerer
Rebbe zy’a, explains that the word Imdu
does not mean to stand by and wait,rather
it means Imdu stand up, even though you
may have been unable to perform the mitzva
initially, don’t fall into despair. Imdu- stand
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up- Hashem gives us the opportunity for a
second chance!

So too in our days, in the absence of the
Korban Pesach, there is an eternal message
of chizuk, inherent in these verses, and rep-
resented by this sacred day of Pesach Sheini.
Imdu- Stand up! Each of us can stand upright
once again before HaKadosh Baruch Hu
through teshuva and tefila. It is never too late!

This important idea is similarly reflected
and developed even further in a powerful
teaching from Rebbe Naftali Tzvi of Rop-
schitz,zy’a. The Ropschitzer taught that a
person might think that as a result of their
many mistakes or flaws, that there is no hope
for them, that it is impossible for them to
turn their lives around, to improve their cir-
cumstances. Giving up,selling oneself short,
explains the Ropschitzer, is not only counter-
productive, but is also an act of great heresy!
Teshuva, the opportunity for growth and
change,the opportunity to move forward, and
leave our mistakes or missed opportunities
in the past, is a great gift from Hashem! One
who feels that they are not capable of teshu-
va,explains the Rebbe, is not simply selling
himself short, but rather denying the endless
kindness, compassion and love that the Ribo-
no Shel Olam has for each and every member
of Klal Yisrael.

We see this idea summed up succinctly in
a beautiful short teaching from the great Reb
Tzadok HaKohein Milublin, zy’a:
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Just as a person is required to believe in



Hashem, so too one is subsequently required to
believe in one’s self.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu endows each of us
with incredible innate strengths,talents and
potential. Just as we must believe that Hash-
em is there to see us through life’s challenges,
we must also believe that we are deserving of
opportunities to re-calibrate and recuperate,
and move forward with the confidence and
spiritual fortitude to bounce back from those
challenges, and reach heights we previously
never imagined we could achieve.

The message of Pesach Sheini, is precise-
ly this idea: leave behind past mistakes or
missed opportunities, move forward with con-
fidence and self esteem, embrace the potential
for growth and success, tap into the innate
strength that Hashem has endowed each of
us with, and in so doing, transform ourselves
and the entire world. m
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INTRODUCING

KETER MORTGAGES

Mortgage Acquisition for
English-Speaking Buyers in lsrael
Clear strategy. Strong bank relationships.

Better outcomes.

@ | & @ | &8
FIRST-TIME UPGRADE OVERSEAS FOREIGN BCOME
BUYERS BUYERS PURCHASERS BORROWERS

Unlimited Guidance:
+ Where To Buy " Money Transfers
+" Hew To Buy v Mortgage Issues
v What To Buy ' Property Management
" Buy Or Rent
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ALREADY
BEEN To
HEBRON2

Let us know ang
we will add 5

new site to the
group tour.

Visit HebronFund .org
to view upcoming §
tour dates

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela

and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.
Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!
GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM

Ei%E

OFFICE: 718-677-6886 TOURS: ® 052-431-7055 - tour@hebronfund.org @
[=
www.hebronfund.org
Official Sponsor of the Jewish Community of Hebron

'| ZHUBRAK
CLARK & WASSER

Cormirmn PUiLc ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS

Expert
Accountin
Services

i

& U.S. Income Tax [% Quickbooks Chezky Wasser  Ari Clark Sean Zhubrak
Return Filing Consulting CPA CPA CPA

[+ Foreign Bank [+ Bookkeeping &
Reports (FBAR) Accounting Services

Connect With Us

m Zhubrak Clark & Wasser
E info@zowepa.com
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Now at Pomeranz Bookseller, Jerusalem

ISRAEL

WILL SERVICES

FOR YOUR ISRAELI ASSETS

* HALAKHIC WILLS

* ENDURING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

* GENERAL WILLS

« END OF LIFE

DIRECTIVES

2

Michael Hayman, Adv.

Personal, personable, and professional tallored
service from an Anglo aleh, happy to make home visits

OBLIGATION FREE CONSULTATION

Tel & WhatsApp: 053-722-9212
Email:michael@wills4olim.com
www.wills4dolim.com

Buying in Jerusalem
just got easier.

Guiding English-speaking buyers
through every step - with local
expertise and a personal touch.

Renovation Gem
Heart of Rechavia
90m? - 3 Spacious rooms -
Views - Elevator - Parking -
Pinui Binui potential

5,600,000 NIS

Renovated Single-Level
B Nachlaot-Sha’arei Hesed

200m? - 4 ensuite - 2 Sukka
terraces - 3 exp - Views
2 Parking - Luxury complex

13,000,000 NIS

Turnkey Garden Unit
Rechavia Border /
Kiryat Shmuel

3.5 bed - 8Im? - Private
garden - Fully furnished

5,000,000 NIS

B Stunning Rental
Prime Rehavia

200m? on one level - 3
bed /2.5 bath - Sukka
terrace - 4 exp - Parking

25,000 NIS / MONTH

l]IE PROPERTY GROUP
Idit: +972 54.942.8522
Esther: +972 58.662.1809

propertiesjerusalem.com
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P\| BADERECH

\ RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Rav Yehuda Amital, zt'l, was a unique talmid
chacham, visionary and builder of Torah.
After his family was killed in Auschwitz, Rav
Amital came to Eretz Yisrael, fought in the
Haganah and was the founding Rosh Yeshi-
va of Har Etzion (“the Gush”).
Respected for his penetrating
genius and fierce independence,
Rav Amital was beloved as a
humble gadol b’Torah and deep-
ly caring and dedicated rebbi.

Students of Rav Amital relate
that he often shared the follow-
ing ma’aseh:

“Soon before Mincha one
Erev Shabbos, a simple farmer
entered the beis medrash, exas-
perated. He finally spotted the
rebbe there, who, having just come from
the mikvah, was immersed in reciting Shir
haShirim with holy fervor and intensity. The
farmer cried out, urgently interrupting the
rebbe’s deveykus, ‘Rebbe, Rebbe, my cow is
sick! Please help me!’ Raising his head from

DREAM HOME @
@ ELECTRICAL @ INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
CARPENTRY @ PAINTING % REPAIRS

© AVRAHAM :058-7997833 o JERUSALEM & SURRONDING AREAS
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Rav Yehuda
Amital zt”1

his sefer with a look of empathy, he respond-
ed, ‘Oy! Your cow is sick? Let’s go take a look!”
Following the farmer to his barn, the rebbe
looked at the cow, and sighed. ‘May this
cow be blessed,” he said. He then placed his
hand on the the farmer’s cheek, ‘And you,
my precious friend, may you be blessed!” As
the farmer shone with contentment and the
cow turned to munch some tasty clover, the
rebbe made his way back to beis
medrash.

“When he arrived, the cha-
sidim gathered around their
revered teacher with questions
in their eyes. The rebbe smiled
and explained. ‘So, you want to
know how I could possibly inter-
rupt Shir haShirim, the holy of
holies, to go bless a cow minutes
before Shabbos? When one of
you experiences a desire to draw
close and strengthen his kesher
and relationship with his rebbe, he can inter-
rupt the learning in the beis medrash in order
to ask him for guidance in avodas Hashem.
Well, a simple farmer also yearns for a kesher
and a blessing from his rebbi, but he may not
have any entry point other than his cow!”

Rav Amital, zt’l, would encourage his stu-
dents to come to him to discuss any issue,
whether in his personal life or in his learn-
ing. Even if a talmid would knock on his
door and cry out, “HaRav, ha-parah ha-par-
ah — the cow, the cow...,” really having
nothing specific to discuss, he would still
have the full attention and presence of his



rebbi, which he craved.

“Speak (MN) to the Kohanim, and say (N
) to them....” [21:1]

Rashi teaches us that the apparent repeti-
tion of “speak to” and “say” teaches us lhazir
gedolim al ha-ketanim, “the adults should
Phazir, ‘warn’ the young.” As the older, more
experienced Kohanim, they were to instruct
the younger generation in the ways of the
priesthood.

L’hazir is etymologically connected with the
word zohar, ‘illumination’. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe tells us that this term implies not just
about what we impart to others, but how we
transmit it; how we view, educate and influ-
ence them. To influence the listener positively,
our l’hazir, our admonition, must bring him
zohar; our words must ‘shine’ and illuminate
him with positivity.

As the Klausenberger Rebbe said, every
craftsman has his own special tools through
which he performs his work and succeeds in
his trade. A teacher, too, has special tools that
allow him to succeed in his trade: his love for
his students and his kind words. He uses these
tools to polish the student’s heart, reveal the
pure emunah within, and make it shine.

Eilu Metziyos, the second perek of Masech-
es Bava Metzia, addresses different scenarios
and halachos of returning lost objects to their
owner. The Mishna (33a) clarifies the order
of priority in which lost objects belonging
to various people need to be returned. After
tending to one’s own lost objects, “If one finds
his father’s lost item and his teacher’s lost
item, tending to his teacher’s lost item takes
precedence,” ymmbw 127 NN OYIYY NN PIRY
X2 DN N Wan nnon , “as (even though)
his father brought him into this world, his
teacher, who taught him the wisdom of Torah,

brings him to life in the World to Come.” The
Mishna continues to discuss the order and
priorities of kavod, honor: if one’s father and
teacher had each been carrying a burden,
one first takes his teacher’s burden and puts
it down, and then takes his father’s burden
and puts it down.

A number of opinions of the Sages in the
Mishna then work to clarify what is meant
by Rabbo, ‘his teacher’. Rav Yehuda says,
22’10 mMNnoN 1w Y, “(Rabbo refers to) a
teacher from whom one learned most of his
knowledge,” be it Bible, Mishna, or Talmud.
Rav Yossi says, mwna KON PPY PRI XY 190N
)27 N0 v INR “Even if he enlightened him in
the understanding of only one mishna, that is
his teacher.” The Gemara concludes that one’s
teacher is given precedence over one’s father
when the teacher has a status of pn21m 129,
rabbo muvhak, one’s outstanding, preeminent,
primary teacher.

Rav Yom Tov Lipman Heller, the ‘Tosfos
Yom Tov’, interprets the term muvhak as
deriving from the word bohak, ‘shining’.
Indeed, a rebbi muvhak is a teacher that
makes his student shine, and by means of
this, becomes a primary source of knowledge
for him.

We are all teachers to each other, modeling
wisdom and extending kindness blessings to
all those who are connected with us. So, even
if it feels like an interruption, may we pro-
vide a listening ear, care and concern, to our
children, students, teachers, parents, friends,
and to everyone (even cows!) whom we meet
along the way. And may we help one another
shine.

Excerpt from Rav Judah’s upcoming “Bad-
erech: Along the Path of the Torah” (Summer
2026/5786)
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Men's Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner
7 Hartum Street, 2nd Floor

Camp Dror is SPECIAL EVENT:
2:15 AM-1:00 PM

filling qUiCkly Shmuel Aleph Yom lyun

for Women at Beit Knesset
Spots are limited, and the Hanassi, Ussishkin 24

excitement is building.

Join us for a

summer of
Torah,

fl'iel'll:IShip,.|I and The Baiis (for Men|

Semichat Chaver Program

nonsto p ru ach! Rav Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Reach out to Cindy Motzei Keren Hayesod St.

Shabbat or Sunday. Do not

delay

*The schedule is subject to change

£ Subscribe to our OU lsrael
g .' W Whatsapp Community for all
s information related to OU Israel
¥ dasses and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning
We're working hard to meet the the QR Code above.

demand—join the waitlist! THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
Ay questions? Contact Cindy FOR MEN ONLY

Campdror@ousrael org +972502022085

Sign up now
www.camp dror.com




| Torah Learning with OU Israel ()

b aly

OU Israel is supported by the Jewish A\ Jewish
Federation of Broward County W&/ Federation

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:10 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaMNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

2:15AM

Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men'’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine
Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick

Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/1!!

Madiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim St,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men’'s Safrut in BEIT SHEMESH Yeshivat Reishit,
Rechov Rashi 21 Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

2:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aharon Adler

10:20AM

‘The Hidden Meaning of the Omer:
What Are We Really Counting - And
Why Does It Matter?”

Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:

External Threats and Internal
Developments Dr. Deborah Polster

QRO

#THEOUISRAEL

SPECIAL EVENT:
7:00 PM

Bat Mitzvah Program Closing
Event in the Old City

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

92:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parshat HaShawvua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 AM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
(the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

PLEASE NOTE: ALL PROGRAMS
AND CLASSES WILL OFERATE
STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE
WITH HOME FRONT
COMMAND GUIDELINES.
PLEASE SCAN THE ATTACHED
QR CODE TO JOIN OUR
WHATSAFPP GROUFS FOR ALL
SCHEDULE UPDATES.




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS

Dedicated by Rose Wofeld in memory of
Reuven ben Shmuel haLevi z”I
Remembered with much love by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

May his neshama have an aliya.

Sponsored in loving memory of
Mrs. Sally Brauer - 2"V 7'Xn N2 djjan mw
of Chicago, by her family.
Her yahrzeit was 1'"X 0.

Dedicated anonymously liluy neshmat
every neshama from Adam until today

Dedicated by Regina Comins
for the refuah sheleima for her grandson
Michael ben Bracha Rena

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026
academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David 2"l
'7°T ,0{727 X201 VNN DANAN A '7Tan bnan
7”7 ,'7TIN QINI 27 D'IN N2 2h DY

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”I - 7T [IN'7T N2 XN'0 VAW'IX

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David 2’|
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a’’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe 2”1
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”’h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

054- 28]‘ 4604 or to donate onImE‘

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”I
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v7
'7”T AN'7W [2 210 DWI 2"V DNNAN N2 DD

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNWa 17'v7
70T IN'7{7 |2 27T AY T2 NA NN

THANKYOU

Sponsor A shiur /Torah Tdblts

please contact

Josh Churney:

054-281-4604

or donate online

https://www.ouisrael.or
donate/ou-israel-center,

*H0000




MOTHER-DAUGHTER
SHAVUOT EVENT

Events taking place in multiple locations
around Israel the week of May 10!

Mother-| h o : {ahoo
OtherDaig ?Er Mini-Shiur hdhot'_}t_
Chavruta Learning Competition

Efrat - (Makem I Tzmoach) - Thurs May 7
Yerushalayim - Baka [Matras) - Sun May 10
+ Yerushalayim - Ramet [Ramatayim Tzofim] - Sun May 10
Mediin - (Darchei Tzien] - Sun May 10
Maalah Adumim - the “UP" Shul - Sun May 10
Carmei Gat - [Carmaei Tzion) Mon May 11
Chashmenaim [Rimon Shul] ~Tues May 12
Pardes Chana [Klal Yisrael] -Tues May 12
Beit Shamesh [Menorat Hameaor) - Wed May 13

AYALA HART (PRUWER) SHALVIE FRIEDMAN RABBANIT CHANA HENKIN

Director, OU lsrael Women's Civision  Women's Avodah: How to Keep Torah Women &
Words of Introduction Becoming Torah Receivers Fresh Every Day Matan Torah

Sunday, May 17 Beit Knesset Hanasi 50 NIS
915 am - 1.00 pm Ussishkin 24 Includes brunch

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/sivan2026
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LY BAGEL & DJ BENJI SCH#
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i YOUR SIMGHA SHOULD BE
> Ba;JEI UNFORGETTABLE!
L L : Talpiot -} You deserve a DJ who understands Ameri

| g Full Service Catering | Platters expectations and Isgaell energy,
—-.u - 4 TATAN? DYPRTT MO0 ¥ T2 NN W )
= Whether you’re looking for full service
catering for your Simcha or takeaway

- platters for an office meeting,

Holy Bagel's fresh and tasty menu and
prices are the answer!
Contact us today for our menu and to place
your order!

BAGELS | SALADS | HOT DISHES | DESSSERTS | COLD FLATTERS

www.holybagel.com
02-672-0844
holybagel@holybagel.com
Derech Beit Lechem 120, Talpiot

[i]ﬁi‘-l[il

EI 3 +872 584073314 | djbenjischarf.com

U
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A Story Within a Story: Avigail: The Woman Shaul and
Delving Beneath the Surface Behind the King Milchemet Amalek

- Beit Knesset Hanassi 50 NIS
E% aidayaNays G?- 9:15 AM - 12:30 PM [ includes brunch

Register: ouisrael.org/events/ShmuelAlef

g Devidion

 Josn Gitovesh. A

 Women’s Seminar in Beit Shemesh

Matan Torah: Ready to Receive

Sunday, April 19
9:15am - 1:00 pm

Beit Midrash Torani Leumi
5 Reuven Street

50 NIS,
Brunch will be served

Full Schedule and Registration at:
ouisrael.org/events/sivan2026BS
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BOOK LAUNCH [‘J

A Lifetime of Learning - Rabbi Berel Wein zt”"l 5w

Join us for the launch of Rabbi Berel Wein's final work,

completed in the last months of his life.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1:30PM

SPEAKERS: *Books will be g
Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg available for |
Beit Knesset Hanassi purchase for 100 ESERS=
Rebbetzen Sori Teitelbaum |'~!|Sa opy.
Daughter of Rabbi Wein No credit cards or
An afternoon of reflection and inspiration, Hediplaas
honoring a life shaped by Torah and dedicated to Klal Yisrael.

24 Ussishkin Street

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

e

vy /
 Gtoras otk Gt
Prepare for Yom Yerushalayim with a Special

Twilight OId City Walk with Rabbi Sam Shor
SUNDAY MAY 10, 6:15 PM

i

Meet at the #38 Bus Stop inside the main parking lot
of Jewish Quarter at 6pm
50 NIS per person-Limited Spaces-RSVP’s Required

Register with the link provided:
www.ouisrael.org/events/stones-with-soul-yom-

yerushalayim/

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Last we introduced the complexities of
Kashrut supervision in Israel. This week is a
continuation.

The kosher system in Israel consists of
two main tracks: the Chief Rabbinate (Har-
abbanute Harashit), which is a state-owned
enterprise, and the private certifications,
which are formal business enterprises. (Due
to numerous factors, the law does not allow
kashrut organizations to be non-profit.) The
Chief Rabbinate was built out of the vision
of Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook zt”]
to initiate a unified system which he hoped
would bring about the reinstitution of the
Sanhedrin. Regarding kashrut, the system
of the Rabbanute is quite complex. It is
headed by two Chief Rabbis, Sephardi and

g of

Religious

Caregiver:

Car owner

For details
050-323-1107
Yossi
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Ashkenazi, and has an elected body called
the Chief Rabbinical Council, consisting of
twelve rabbis. This council, along with the
Chief Rabbis, sets kosher standards for the
entire country. From time to time, new issues
must be addressed, such as new findings of
bug infestation in vegetables or cultured
meat. The council also sets standards regard-
ing products and supervision.

The Chief Rabbinate has an extensive staff
whose job is to apply the standards set by
the Council. And therein lies a formidable
challenge. In essence, kosher supervision is
in the hands of local rabbis and their staffs.
Every city or municipal council has its own
independent rabbinical body in conjunction
with the municipality and the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, and sometimes there are
gaps between the standards the Chief Rab-
binate would like to apply, and those the local
rabbis are willing to impose. There are cases
where municipal rabbis would like to be more
stringent than the Chief Rabbinate, and vice
versa. Since the municipal rabbis have the
sole license to give kosher certification to
all establishments under their jurisdiction
(restaurants, wedding halls, caterers) there
can be large discrepancies between one city
and another.

Another important factor is the setup of
each local Rabbanute. In far too many cases
financial and political issues can affect the
level of certification. For example, there are
cities where the municipality is very gener-
ous to the local Rabbanute and supports ini-
tiatives for better certification, such as more



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

supervisors. In other municipalities the bud-
get is so low there can be one part-time super-
visor on 170 establishments, with a minimal
number of mashgichim. In such a case, main-
taining an acceptable standard is very diffi-
cult. Then, there are many situations where
government funding is held up. There have
been instances in regional councils where the
local chief rabbi or the kosher supervisor has
retired, and instead of replacing this official,
the council asks a rabbi or supervisor from an
adjacent municipality (who is already flood-
ed with work) to take over. There are cases
where one rabbi oversees two or even three
regions at once, with no way of adding more
personnel. No one is in favor of this situation.
Obviously, to run a professional kashrut sys-
tem, adequate staff and budget are critical.

The lack of unified standards challenges the
kosher consumer. There can be a Rabbinate
certification that runs smoothly, while others
can barely function. This is one of the reasons
why there is such a lack of clarity regarding
rabbanute certifications.

One of the most common questions
related to kashrut in Israel is “Do you keep
mehadrin?” This term has almost nothing to
do with the actual laws of kosher supervision.
The term mehadrin is rarely found in the Shul-
chan Aruch and its commentaries in regard
to the laws of kosher food. The term is appli-
cable to many other halachic areas, such as
arba’ah minim (the lulav and its accompany-
ing species). Another example is with regard
to Chanukah candles. Our Sages discuss the

basic requirement to fulfill the mitzvah of ner
Chanukah and call higher levels of fulfillment
“mehadrin” and “mehadrin min hamehadrin.”

Regarding kashrut, the term mehadrin, as
used today, denotes a level of kashrut where,
due to issues of dispute between different
authorities, the higher standard is upheld.
The term came into use in Israel over 40
years ago, when there was a need for a uni-
fied, basic level of kashrut without subjecting
the less religious public to constraints. Kasher
Lemehadrin is supposed to represent a level
of kashrut which is undisputable. This, how-
ever, is impossible since every certification
has its own stringencies and systems. In the
“mehadrin” arena there is no way for con-
sumers to discern if the hechsher is truly up
to everyone’s standards, as each individual
rabbinate can decide what is and isn’t consid-
ered mehadrin.

Another issue for the consumer who truly
wants to keep kosher in Israel is that once
there are two levels, then an organization or
establishment that does not keep mehadrin
standards can be completely subpar, since,
as explained above, a majority of kosher

Arthur Samuels, DPM

I

PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363

“ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM
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consumers would be satisfied with a rubber
stamp.

There are, however, certain standards that
have become universal in Israel, which differ-
entiate mehadrin from non-mehadrin. All dairy
products labeled mehadrin are Chalav Yisrael
(an observant Jew witnessed the milking, as
opposed to the American Chalav Stam ruling),
all baked goods are Afiat Yisrael (a Jew lights
the oven), and all products containing any of
the five grains are Yashan. Restaurants will
have only Jews cooking to abide by the opin-
ion of the Beit Yosef that a Jew has to take an
active part in the cooking process in order to
prevent transgressing the prohibition of Bishul
Akum. Israel has a large industry of non-glatt
meat, something not available overseas today,
and mehadrin establishments will only use
glatt products. It should be noted that not all
mehadrin standards are equal even for these
specific issues. For example, certain standards
of Chalav Yisrael in Israel do not meet the OU’s
requirements, and therefore we do not accept
every product labeled Chalav Yisrael.

In general, OU Kosher recommends follow-
ing a Mehadrin standard and such policy is
used in our food establishments in Israel as
well as our certified manufacturing facilities
throughout the country.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled eraftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your heme in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627
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DOCTOR "y’
PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS

Flawless finishes
that add elegance

to any space. Wall —

& Ceiling repairs

Smoothing,

Straightening,

and perfecting -~
every surface.

Spackling & Prep

Work- Because

the foundation h

matters. DAVID KUSHNER

058-661-0728

We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
inone of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HARD
IN THE GOLAN RAMA

DESIG

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

MNew premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Villas starting
For more information contact Daniel Cohen from 2.85m NIS

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il

20/80 payment terms
— o ivery Summer 2028
Sl L 0 BN O==ESON Dehveny Summar 2028
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RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Higher Ground,
Slower Answers

Greater nobility demands greater account-
ability. Greater spiritual opportunity carries
greater obligation. To be more elevated is not
a privilege alone; it is a summons to more
mitzvot.

We were chosen by Hashem to become a
nation of kohanim, living a life shaped by 613
mitzvot, so that a broader world can live by
seven. Not only to model that life, but to bring
Hashem’s presence into the world through our
faith and devotion. More mitzvot were given
to us, and with them, greater responsibility, so
that our elevated status is lived and visible.

That same pattern appears among the
Kohanim, who enable religious experience in
the Mikdash. They are granted certain privi-
leges, including the twenty-four gifts, yet these
come together with added layers of obligation.
Parashat Emor defines three primary areas
in which a Kohen must exercise heightened
caution: contact with death, the parameters
of marriage, and the preservation of bodily
dignity. The Kohen Gadol stands at an even
higher level, bound by more restrictive mar-
ital limitations and a more exacting standard
regarding contact with death.

A NATURAL EXTENSION

These special guidelines for Kohanim do
not appear in a vacuum. The concluding
sections of both Parashat Acharei Mot and

52 TORAH TIDBITS 1658 / EMOR

Kedoshim carefully lay out the framework
of issurei bi’ah, defining which relationships
are permitted and which are forbidden.
Within that broader structure, it is natural to
introduce the more demanding marital stan-
dards expected of a Kohen in Parashat Emor.
Once the general boundaries of marriage are
drawn for all of Klal Yisrael, the Torah then
sharpens those expectations for those who
stand closer.

Likewise, the prohibitions against contact
with the dead in Emor continue the discussion
begun in Parashat Tazria and Metzora, which
lay out the many forms of tumah that apply to
every Jew. Against that backdrop, the opening
sections of Parashat Emor, which detail the dis-
tinct tumah restrictions of the Kohanim, unfold
as a natural extension of Tazria and Metzora.

Except for one thing.

RESOLUTION DELAYED

Each form of tumah introduced in Tazria
and Metzora is followed by the halachic man-
ner in which that tumah is resolved. At times
the resolution is immediate, such as immersion
in a mikvah. At other times it unfolds slowly
and with greater complexity. The clearest
example is the Metzora, whose process culmi-
nates in korbanot and singular ceremonies,
with oil and blood applied to his body.

Yet the laws of tumah through contact with



the dead, introduced in Emor, are not fol-
lowed by any parallel process of resolution.
The rhythm established in Tazria and Metzo-
ra, of tumah followed by procedures of puri-
fication, is suddenly disrupted. Emor presents
the reality of tumah through contact with the
dead, but offers no pathway to remove it.

This disruption in the Torah’s rhythm
did not go unnoticed. The Midrash (Kohelet
Rabbah 9:8) records a striking exchange
between Moshe Rabbeinu and Hashem sur-
rounding this textual gap. Moshe is troubled
by the absence of any process of purification
in Parashat Emor. This parsha presents the
tumabh of contact with the dead, yet offers no
way forward.

Only later, when the Torah reaches
Parashat Chukat, an entire sefer after Emor,
does Hashem reveal that the Parah Adumah
is the mechanism through which tumah from
death is addressed.

Why did Hashem delay the laws of Parah
Adumah? Evidently, this delay itself carries a
message.

In part, the halachot of Parah Adumah are
postponed because we were not yet ready to
appreciate their meaning. Death remains the
one mystery that human beings cannot pen-
etrate. We do not understand it, we cannot
prevent it, and we encounter it most painfully
in those we love. It is a dead end, philosophi-
cally and emotionally, a place where human
answers simply do not reach.

At that point of paralysis, we require some-
thing beyond ourselves. The response must
come from a higher wisdom, a wisdom we
cannot fully grasp. Unable to solve death, we
turn to Hashem, who enters our world with
a process that lies beyond human compre-
hension. The very opacity of Parah Adumah

1702

Highest Prices m Paid
Flawless Member
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

sharpens our awareness of the higher wis-
dom of Hashem. Death itself resists under-
standing, and even the process that addresses
it remains beyond us. We are not given an
explanation. We are given a chok, the quintes-
sential chok, and that experience deepens our
awareness of how much remains in Hashem’s
domain.

But that awareness only takes shape when
a person is forced to confront it.

This awareness could not yet take root at
the stage of Parashat Emor. The Mishkan had
just been erected. The nation stood at a high
point, poised to enter the Land, living in a
more elevated and protected reality. We had
experienced death: the three thousand after
the eigel and the tragic loss of Aharon’s sons.
But those moments were tied to specific fail-
ures. Death had not yet settled into daily life.

Only later, after the sin of the spies and the
uprising of Korach, did our reality shift. It
became clear that an entire generation would
not enter the Land. Year by year, that gener-
ation moved toward its end. Death was no
longer exceptional but commonplace.

It was in that setting that Parah Adumah
was given. Hashem was teaching that even
within an atmosphere heavy with loss, He
alone provides a path forward. The halachic
solution to tumah gestures toward something
broader, a response to how we live with death
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and how we endure national tragedy.

Had these laws been introduced in Emor,
they would have remained abstract. We had
not yet encountered death as an ongoing con-
dition, and we could not yet receive the mes-
sage embedded within the chok.

By the time we reach Chukat, the experience
of loss has deepened, and we were more pre-
pared to turn upward, seeking a response that
does not come from within the human realm.

THE CLARITY OF DANGER

The past two and a half years have exposed
our own vulnerabilities. We continue to live
with loss and with wounds that will not ful-
ly heal. During the recent war with Iran, the
threat of death felt immediate, as missiles could
reach any part of the country. That exposure,
as frightening as it was, sharpened our aware-
ness of the protection we were granted.

Before the missiles fell, we knew in theory
about systems like the Iron Dome, but only
afterwards could we begin to grasp how much
death and destruction were averted. Encoun-
tering danger deepened our appreciation for
the mercy we were shown, even when that
mercy was partial and the pain remains.

NOT ALWAYS IMMEDIATE

There is a second reason the Torah delays
the laws of Parah Adumah. Hashem does
not want to leave us with the impression that
every halachic rupture is met by an immedi-
ate and accessible repair. Had Parah Adumah
appeared alongside the laws of tumah from
contact with death, the sequence would sug-
gest a predictable rhythm, problem followed
by solution, break followed by restoration.

But Parah Adumah does not function
within that rhythm. It unfolds slowly, across
several days, and demands a level of preci-
sion that resists simplification. Even after it
is performed, it remains difficult to grasp. By
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delaying its presentation, the Torah reflects
that very character. The answer exists, but it
is not immediate, and it is not straightforward.
The distance between the problem and its res-
olution is part of what we are meant to notice.
We are drawn toward immediacy. In con-
fronting external threats or tensions within our
own society, we look for clarity, for something
that resolves tension quickly. The structure of
Parah Adumah quietly unsettles that expecta-
tion. Some processes take time. Some forms of
repair unfold gradually, without revealing their
full logic along the way. Over these past years,
we have come to recognize this reality more
deeply. We continue forward even when the
path is not yet clear, holding to Hashem even
when the process is only partially understood.
This too is part of what it means to live at a
higher level. Not only to carry more mitzvot,
but to inhabit a world in which not everything
is immediately resolved. The closer a person
stands before Hashem, the less life is reduced
to clear formulas and predictable outcomes.
Parah Adumah does not only address tumah.
It establishes that even when understanding
is partial and resolution is delayed, a person
continues to stand before Hashem and to live
within His presence, even without full clarity. ®

=
RECLARING
REDEAPTION

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. lI: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,
and the Storms of War, is available at:

mtaraginbooks.com.

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE and FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST for OLDER ADULTS

* Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
* Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
* Increase Strength! Stay Independent!

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER

052.673.3704 | www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com
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SWIM
L SADNA 1 6
WOMEN’S KINNERET SWIMATHON
FOR SADNAT SHILUV

m info@swims4sadna.org

UPW TV 5, 993-8840

We represent International
& Local Buyers, Investors
& Olim across Israel

New Projects & Developments - Project
Management - Property Management
+Non-Exclusive Properties & Select
Rentals - Anglo Communities

TEL AVIV

New project near Tel Aviv
port with Ramat Aviv Mall
the center piece. Excellent

location overlooking the
sea with easy accessibility.
2 to 5 Rooms & Penthouses

NETANYA

New large project with
many options. Excellent
location bordering Ir Yamim,
great investment, includes
resident facilities & gardens.
3,5,6 Rooms

RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH

New projects & existing
options in Aleph, Gimel,
Hey, M3 Beit Shemesh &
surrounding areas.
3,4,5,6 Rooms Garden
and Penthouses options

NEVE SHAMIR

New & existing options,
prime locations ready soon
or in few years. Limited
pre-sale options and prices
with no index. 3, 4, 5 Rooms
Penthouses & Garden options

JERUSALEM

New projects, Limited pre
sale options with 15% now
85% at end. No Madad (not
linked), Excellent locations.

3,4,5 Rooms and sizes
to suite all families

IS RAEL

L3
—= P RORFPERTIES —

BY BTAMELMAN & PARTHERS

Tel/WhatsApp: +972 50 446 9515
www.israel-properties.com
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DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

IN JEWISH HISTORY
AND JEWISH EDUCATION

», Apply for Summer ‘26 | gsjs.touro.edu

Excited by Jewish History, Machshevet
Yisrael or Chinuch?

Enroll in Touro University’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies and
pursue a master’s degree with concentrations in Jewish history and
thought or Jewish education. Or audit courses that interest and

inspire.

Fully online via ZOOM (offered by Touro University New York)
Generous scholarships ¢ Noted faculty experts « Small classes

TOURO

Contact karen.rubin@touro.edu UNIVERSITY
for more information Graduate School

of Jewish Studies




Study in English at Israel’s

1StCHOICE

FOR OLI

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Campus Open Day

International Degree Programs

THE HEBREW

8.55 ¢ Jerusalem S ERE UNNERSITY

iulr WirePay

Beating the banks
every time

_, Propertyipurchases. Investment. Living Expenses.
Forward Contracts - lock in the rate up to1 year.

&) 026240288 (m) info@wirepayisrael.com

*(Formally Forex Israel)
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HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
£ "f ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM:
GIVAT MORDECHAI, HELLER ST.
4-rooms, elevator, view, private storage.
Near synagogues, supermarkets, clinics,
schools, public transportation and light
rail!, Givat Ram campus, Shaare Zedek,
The Botanical Gardens, Deer Valley etc.
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

IN PICTURESQUE EIN-KEREM
Beautiful spacious stand-alone villa,
270 sgm garden + balconies overlooking
beautiful view. Authentic yet well
designed, functional & practical.
Easy access and lots of parking.
Exclusive! Aime 055-4315796

FOR SALE IN TZUR HADASSAH:
QUALITY 3-ROOM APARTMENT
IN ABOUTIQUE BUILDING!
Well-kept, pleasant and spacious.
Spacious and luxurious master suite,
small pleasant balcony off the living
room. Private parking, A/C and heating.
Located in a central and convenient
area, near commercial center, clinics,
public transportation and a synagogue.
Suitable for comfortable living or
for investment! Exclusive!
Ronen 055-4337423

Professional care

. .. for women at every

stage of life.
Noga Porat MD
Specialist in Obstetrics &
Gynecology
G SuH
Areas of Care A “h}

* Menopause consultations

» Contraception & family planning
 Prenatal care

« Innovative laser treatments

Private Clinic
By appointment only

{, Elitemed 073-3214181
@ nogaporatmd.com

Online consultations are
available.

FOR RENT IN EFRAT:

IN EFRAT, HATEENA
6.5-room, 250sqm cottage, spacious
living room, dining room & kitchen, sur-
rounding courtyard, pastoral location,
biblical view, near quality synagogue,
schools, shops & public transportation
Exclusive! Sigalit 055-4549459

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511
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“Turning Despair ,
into Hope” R

. www.yeshezra.org
A . Director: Menachem Persoff

Once more: Rettluestmg your
urgent assistance for a poor couple
with young child, living in a
one-room, dilapidated apartfment.
(Note: We are investigating their transfer
to a government-assisted dwelling.)
Website: www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843
(Call Sara with ID for tax break)
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476,
Romema, Jerusalem
Credit Card:
Sara —058-530-9161
(Sun-Wed 10:30 - 14.00)g
Donate with: JGive
*Tax benefit available for donations m

according to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

me

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com




The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Campus Open Day

International Degree Programs

[ e e o]
8.5 | 08:30-13:00 i
: UNIVERSITY
@ Jerusalem AT OF JERUSALEM

HAS YOUR DISEASE BEEN IMPACTED BY THE WAR IN ISRAEL?
Are the symptoms of your Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis worse now?

I WANT TO HELP AND AM OFFERING 50% OFF
FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY THE WAR!
Take back control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you  Regain energy - Feel in control again
{7} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
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RABBI AARON GOLDSCHEIDER

EDITOR, TORAH TIDBITS
RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

The Sensitive Heart

of Shmuel Hakatan
Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot 4:24

Shmuel HaKatan says: “Do not rejoice
when your enemy falls, and do not let
your heart be glad when he stumbles...”
(Mishlei 24:17) (Pirkei Avot 4:24)

Rav Chaim Volozhin comments on this
Mishna that praying for the destruction of
one’s adversaries and enemies is often not the
best solution. As a proof he cites
the talmudic story of Rav Meir
and his wife Brurira who were
being tormented by local hooli-
gans. Rabbi Meir prayed for their
demise. Bruria taught her hus-
band that it is better to pray that
the wicked repent. As Rav Meir’s
wife inferred from the verse, “Sin
will be gone from the earth”: sin
will cease, but not the sinners,
for “the wicked will be no more,”
they will repent (Berachot 10a on
Tehillim 104:35). (Ruach Chaim 4:24).

Rav Kook comments on this talmudic pas-
sage saying that it is essential that one never
lose sight of the divine image that is found
in others. Even when interacting with a fel-
low Jew who is corrupt and sinful, Rav Kook
advises to perceive the potential and see the
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sanctity embedded within the soul of each
person. Bruria’s advice was taken to heart
by her husband, Rav Meir. He prayed for the
wellbeing of his antagonists. They changed
their ways and repented. (Ain Aya, Berachot
10a and see Rav Kook’s Midot HaRaayah, Aha-
va #9)

The teaching of Shmuel HaKatan in the
mishna in Pirkei Avot cited above
is unique in that it has a sage
quoting a verse from the book
of Mishlei. Rav Kook explains
that the verse quoted by Shmuel
HaKatan in this mishna captures
the core of the sage’s personali-
ty: his sensitivity and exquisite
righteousness.

The Talmud (Berachot 28b)
recounts a significant moment
in Jewish history following the

' destruction of Jerusalem. Rabban
Gamliel who presided over the Sanhedrin in
Yavneh recognized the urgent need to amend
the daily Amidah. The Jewish people needed
Divine protection against heretics and inform-
ers. Who could possibly compose a prayer
that calls for destruction of others?

In the end, Shmuel HaKatan - Samuel the



modest - agreed to formulate the prayer,
called Birkat Haminim. Why was it so difficult
to find a sage to compose the blessing? What
made Shmuel HaKatan qualified for the task?

Rav Kook suggested that a prayer which
petitions for the demise of heretics and slan-
derers touches on the powerful emotions of
hostility and anger. It is natural to feel hatred
towards those who seek to harm us and our
community. To compose a fitting prayer
against enemies requires an individual who
is utterly pure and holy, one who has succeed-
ed to remove all hatred and petty resentments
from his heart.

Only Shmuel HaKatan was a suitable candi-
date to compose this challenging prayer. His
life’s guiding principle was “Do not rejoice
when your enemy falls” (Avot 4:24). Shmuel
succeeded in removing all enmity from his
heart, even towards personal enemies. (Sid-
dur Olat Reiyah, vol 1, p. 278)

In one’s determination and zeal to uproot
evil, Rav Kook warns us that our actions must
be carefully assessed to be certain that exces-
sive hate does not seep in and that our actions
are purely for Heaven’s sake.

Rav Kook elegantly expresses this critical
notion in his classic work Orot HaKodesh (vol.
3,p. 244):

“We must refine the attribute of zeal, so that
it enters into the realm of the holy, it will be
a zeal for God. Since zealotry often harbors
some slight influence of human failings, our
powers of self-examination must determine
its primary motive. We must be sure it is not
rooted in personal jealousy, which rots one
very bones, but rather a genuine zeal for God,
which provides a covenant of peace.”

Rav Kook himself was forced to deal with
others who expressed enmity towards him.
It was not uncommon for Rav Kook to be

harassed by students and followers of lead-
ing rabbis who disagreed with him, and they
often crossed the line by mocking him, posting
defamatory broadsides, and even physically
attacking him.

One time, Rav Aryeh Levin’s daughter wit-
nessed, with horror, zealots knocking Rav
KooK’s fur hat off his head. Rav Levin felt that
he needed to go give Rav Kook his support
after this latest incident. So as not to disturb
his studies, he visited him late at night. He sat
at a distance from Rav Kook in the study hall.
When Rav Kook finally broke his concentra-
tion and noticed Rav Levin’s presence, he told
him that he knew why he was there.

He said: “It is especially during these try-
ing times and when I am silent and compas-
sionate towards those who intend to insult
me that I merit a surge of divine help in my
studies and ‘chidishei Torah.’ I see the words
of Kohelet spring forth to life: God seeks those
who are persecuted” (Kohelet 3:15). (Raz,
Tzaddik for Eternity, p. 259-261)

Evidently, along with Rav Kook’s ability to
withstand the torment of others, he turned
the experiences of mistreatment into oppor-
tunities to feel God’s closeness. He was able
to elevate times of turmoil into service of God.
(See Torah United vol. 1, Goldscheider, pp.
xxxix-x1) ®

fem=m=== Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent

OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
g on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered

directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

B [nstall the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!

Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us
on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook
Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org)

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat Elevator, 2 room - 2.09m NIS; large
86m 3 room - 3.17m NIS and 4 rooms - 3.79m NIS

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot

2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices
start at just 2.39m NIS

b/\ Flglong Soon? lAh‘l
Travel with Confidence (==;1
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

CONTACT BENJY SINGER:
benjysinger@israelb.org or
053-285-1526

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM
FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

* STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
* FAST DELIVERY

€ OLDEES

info@foldees.co.il
Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181
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CAPITIL

4-Bed in Prestigious
Ganei Tzion Complex
Eliezer Hagadol St.

116 sgm

5 rooms

Partial sukkah balcony

B Parking & storage

Fully accessible
v 5,7250,000

Oversized 2-Bed in
Luxury New Building
Hachim St
113 sgm | 3 rooms

* 8 sgm partial sukkah balcony
Parking & storage
Central AC & underfloor heat
Fully accessible

IV 6,780,000

EXCEPTIONAL HOMES FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

old City Views in Luxury
B City Center Complex
Haneviim Court - Monbaz St.*
115 sqm
4 rooms
= Lovely balcony
Parking & Shabbat elevator
Fully accessible

IV 6,450,000

Luxury Turnkey Garden
Apt. in German Colony
Klein st

130 sgm

4 rooms

60 sqm sukkah garden
Parking & storage
Beautifully designed interior

IV 9,650,000

PREMIUM |
MOVING

PREMIUM MOVING |

MOVING - STORAGE - PREMIUM SERVICE

PREWWN  PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
W'  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il
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RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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I ate cake and dates and there-
fore needed to say a Me’ein Shalosh that
includes both “al hamichya” and “al pri
ha’etz.” While saying the beracha, I forgot
about the dates until near the end. At that
point, could I have salvaged the beracha by
adding “al hapeiort” at the end, or should I
have finished the beracha just for the cake
and then said a separate beracha acharona
for the dates?

We start with the possibility you
ended off with “Baruch ata ... al hamichya v’al
hapeirot (peiroteha in Israel).” As a rule, the
determinant of a beracha’s efficacy is how it
is completed (Berachot 12a). Therefore, pre-
sumably with such an ending, you would have
been yotzei. However, some poskim say that in
this case, it is unclear if fixing this long bera-
cha only at its end will remedy the lacking
opening (see Ot Hi L’olam vol. I, p. 35a; Petach
Had’vir 208:20). Almost all poskim rule (see
ibid.; V’zot Haberacha, p. 47) that after the
fact, one should assume he was yotzei due
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to the proper ending, and not make another
beracha on what he left out from the first
beracha’s opening, as it would be l'vatala if he
was previously yotzei.

Because of the doubt involved, some poskim
recommend your second option — obviate the
question by sticking to a simple Al Hamichya,
and do Al Ha’etz afterward (ibid.). It is true
that one is required to incorporate both ele-
ments that require a beracha in one beracha
acharona (see Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chay-
im 208:12). Presumably, splitting them into
two berachot acharonot without justification
makes the second one a beracha she’eina
tzricha. However, a major rule in beracha
she’eina tzricha is that if the ostensibly extra
beracha is needed to avoid a halachic doubt,
it is no longer unnecessary (see Kaf Hachay-
im, OC 208:82). Still, though, if there is an easy
alternative to obviate the need for an extra
beracha, we should use it.

The Maharshag (I:53, cited and accepted
by Piskei Teshuvot 208:19) indeed has the fol-
lowing simple solution, if caught in time. Go
back to the place of the omission, fix it, and
continue from there. Admittedly, after “...
rachem na Hashem Elokeinu,” backing up
means repeating Hashem’s Name. However,
even unnecessarily saying Hashem’s Name
in the midst of a long beracha is not nearly
as problematic as saying Hashem’s Name in
what turns out to be a beracha l'vatala. For
example, even though it is not critical to say
Al Hanisim, if one remembered before he
finishes the beracha, he goes back to say it
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 682:1), even though this
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means that he repeats part of the beracha,
including Hashem’s Name. (See also Ginot
Veradim (I:28) regarding R’tzei in bentching
at seuda shlishit after nightfall.) According to
the Maharshag, it is too late to go back only if
he has said Hashem’s Name at the beracha’s
conclusion.

The Petach Had’vir (208:15, inspired by his
understanding of the Magen Avraham 59:1)
has a complicated explanation why it is too
late to attach one’s addition of that which he
left out to the opening of the beracha with
Hashem’s Name. Therefore, he reasons that
the best remaining option is to keep the me’ein
shalosh focused on the cake and make later
on the dates. While the Sdei Chemed (vol. VI,
P- 319) and V’zot Haberacha (ibid.) endorse
his basic approach, they discuss cases where
he did not fix the beracha until close to the
end of the beracha (confirmed by a phone
call I had with the author of V’zot Haberacha),
which might be what makes it improper to go
back to the beginning. However, the Petach
Had’vir’s opposition is even from the “middle”
of the beracha.

While it is difficult for me to decide between

the opinions in this machloket Acharonim,
the Maharshag’s approach seems in line with
more mainstream halachic rules. Therefore,
I would recommend going back to the place
of the omission unless he has said Hashem’s
Name at the end of the beracha. Apparently,
the Petach Had’vir does not consider this a
hefsek, and he agrees that one can assume he
was yotzei even if we only count the inclusion
of al hapeirot at the end.

Having a dispute?

9 For a Din Torah in English
f ‘l or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah—Gazit

Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORVALELENOURRRORER]

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovatlons

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom

-, |Avraham Lev:
= 0586927574

\ E-*’ Property Management
and Mamtenance
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The Talmud poses a conundrum suggested
by Rav Huna: If Shaul sinned once and David
sinned twice, why was Shaul punished with
the loss of his kingdom while David’s kingdom
remained firmly established? The discussion
in the Talmud continues with attempts to
clarify which specific sins Rav Huna alluded
to, concluding that the sin for which Shaul
was punished was the failure to completely
eradicate Amalek, and David’s two offenses
were his treatment of Uriah and the census
he conducted.

Commentators on the Talmud are quick to
pounce. Doesn’t this seem like favoritism?
What distinction between Shaul and David
would merit such a profound difference in
the way each was treated? Opinions vary.
Maharsha cites an opinion that Shaul’s
offense was directly linked to his kingship; he
failed in a divinely ordained mission assigned
to him as king of Israel, while this was not true
of David’s sins. He offers his own opinion

1. Yoma 22b. The Talmud notes that these
were not the exclusive misdeeds committed by
the two kings, but rules out other options as
having been the direct cause of the loss of the
kingship, in Shaul’s case, or it’s potential loss,
in the instance of David.
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that the critical difference between the two
was that Shaul offered excuses and tried to
rationalize his failures, while David admitted
his shortcomings, accepted the punishment
decreed upon him and did complete Teshu-
vah, serving as an eternal model for the Jew-
ish people.?

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz teaches that this
difference reveals a character flaw deeply
embedded in Shaul’s personality, making
him unworthy of establishing a monarchic
dynasty. When Shaul sinned, both in the case
of not waiting for Shmuel before offering his
sacrifice in Gilgal and by not killing Agag and
the choice animals of Amalek, the excuse he
proffered was that he was pressured by the
people. Shmuel responded scathingly, “Even
if you are small in your own eyes, you are
head of the tribes of Israel, and Hashem has
anointed you as king over Israel.” There is
such a thing as misplaced humility. A king has
to act with dignity, integrity and conviction.
Shaul’s failure to do so was emblematic of his
inability to serve as an arm of divine authority
over the nation, and thus rendered him inca-
pable of founding the monarchy that would
lead the Jewish people eternally. David’s abil-
ity to admit his own shortcomings in the face
of divine authority proved the opposite: He
acknowledged his own status, as a king and as
a human being, and humbled himself before
Hashem while maintaining his integrity as a
leader.® Rav Nevenzal, shlit”a, explains that
Shaul’s desire to please all parties led him

2. Maharsha, Hiddushei Aggadot Yoma 22b
3. Sichot Mussar Ma’amar 53



to compromise rather than adopt a strong
stance, and Hashem wants a king of Israel
who will act steadfastly in keeping with his
principles.*

The Netziv notes a further distinction
between Shaul and David that resonates
profoundly. When enumerating the mili-
tary successes of Shaul, the Navi concludes,
“YYy M9’ WX Y5197, Literally, the word
“Y7y” means to cause harm; thus, among
all the nations to which Shaul turned his
attention, he caused damage. When describ-
ing the victories of David, the Navi exclaims,
“»5Nn 1277 927 7177 - and David was suc-
cessful in all his ways.” The root of the term
used here to express success is 75w - intellect.
David applied his intelligence to his success-
es. The Netziv explains that Shaul’s victories
remained temporary because he didn’t follow
through. He weakened his enemies, but then
left them to their own devices so that they
were able to retrench and recover. In contrast,
David subdued his enemies and then placed
governors over them, firmly applying his sov-
ereignty over the newly conquered enemy
and rendering them incapable of reasserting
themselves through renewed attack. In this
manner he prepared the way for the enduring
peace of Shlomo’s kingdom, allowing for the
building of the Beit HaMikdash.’

May our contemporary leaders be inspired
to follow in the footsteps of David HaMelech.

4. Sichot I’Sefer Bereshit Parashat VaYeshev
5. Ha’amek Davar Bemidbar 24:8

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program
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3 BEDROOM APARTMEMNT
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in a new assisted living facility in
Kiryat Yovel.

*Hotel-like atmosphere & non-
stop daily program

*30 second walk to Shul and
Shiurim

*Weekly Oneg Shabbat & Hot
Kiddush

*Trips, excursions & weekly live
musical performances

*3 Bedrooms, 2 baths & built in
private Mamad room
*Transportation ideal. Walking
distance to buses & trains.
*Apartment & Machsan
registered in Tabu in your name
*Lowest Monthly Nihul of any
Diyur Mugan in Israel

OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE
NEGOTIABLE.

to see apartment & ask questions

|
L

Shmuel - 050-4782868
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ISRAEL

PERSONAL | DERSONAL FINANCE HELP DESK

HELP DESK Have questions about your personal finances? Register today for a
meeting with Suzy Kahati, certified family financial advisor & mediator!

Monday, May 4 | NBN TLV Center

RESILIENCE & THE RIGHT ROLE

RESILIENCE Join our interview skills workshop for Olim and create the
an'lI':l" ;',"Ji momentum to get you the job. This session will help you approach
interviews prepped grounded, and with your best self spotlit.

Monday, May 11 | NBN TLV Center

ANGLO DOCTORS IN ISRAEL
NETWORKING & COMMUNITY DINNER

ADI I Join us for ADII's inaugural evening of dinner, networking,
Angis Tovion blune and connection with fellow Anglo doctors.

Thursday, May 14 | NBN TLV Center

WEBINARS
ALIYAH FLIGHTS SUMMER 2026

This webinar is a way to get all the information you need about your
upcoming Aliyah flight. Hear from an NBN Flights Coordinator about
the process of booking and preparing for your Aliyah flight.

SUNDAY, MAY 17 | ZOOM

FINANCES & BUDGETING FOR LIFE IN ISRAEL

Learn all you need to know to budget for your life in Israel. Hear from
a financial advisor about how to prepare for your upcoming Aliyah.

SUNDAY, MAY 24 | ZOOM

Budgeting

o HAEL

308 US TAXES IN ISRAEL

in Israel Join us for a conversation with an accountant about US and Israeli
Taxes in Israel. Learn what you need to know about paying taxes
after making Aliyah.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7 | ZOOM
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The best place to find events for Olim
happening all over Israel!

The Israel Calendar is your go-to place for exciting virtual and in-person English-
speaking events taking place all over the country. From social gatherings and
networking opportunities to workshops, classes, and community experiences,
connect with like-minded Anglos and build your community in your new home.

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your
program with the Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

V9)Nefesh
WO)2B'Nefesh

®ANSWERS

NBN Answers is available to answer your
post-Aliyah questions and provide guidance
by phone at *3680 or answers@nbn.org.il,
Sunday - Thursday 9am-5pm.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

ng Nefesh 7% /\ THE 1D NIDIOD |l
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JEWISH
NATIONAL
FUND
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Nefesh
B'Nefesh

Education
Initiative (ZEl)

A PILLAR OF NEFESH B'NEFESH

Strengthening Jewish Identity. Connecting the Jewish People.

ZEl OFFERS:

Transformative Israel experiences for gap year/
college students, summer teens, and visiting groups

A comprehensive Zionist curriculum
for high schools

An educator fellowship training teachers
across North America

Adult and community learning in Israel,
North America and via Zoom

Digital content bringing Zionism to a global audience

Learn more at zei.nbn.org.il or email jspodek@nbn.org.il
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RASKO

SAN SIMON NEW PRICE

NEW

SPACIOUS INTERIOR,
- VIEW, BRIGHT

Shai Agnon St
122 sQM

. Harav Hertzog St
» 93 50M

MEKOR
ARNONA
NEW CHAIM
TRUE FAMILY AMAZING
APARTMENT . INVESTMENT

Mekor Chaim St
66 SOQM

Hashofet Chaim Cohen
95 SOQM

GREEK OLD
COLONY 4 KATAMON
VILLA IN
PRIVATE HOUSE THE SKY

Yoav St
588 SOM Built

Quiet Street

OoLD

KATAMON
' ARNONA

NEW

‘Y BRAND-NEW
GARDEN

Giladi 5t
216 SQM

GARDEN HOUSE

Quiet Street
450 SOM Built

. ZAYIT, DEKEL,
VI[N = EFRAT MPEELY.
J — _
. DUPLEX
s PENTHOUSE COTTAGE
7= Matityahu Hacohen Ma'ale Kfar Etzion
-.150 sSQM 169 SQM
! A ':_|
DEKEL, MA'ALE
g EFRAT ADUMIM

SEMI-ATTACHED COTTAGE

INCREDIELE VIEWS
Ezra St
290 SOM

=~ COMING S00MN!
Up To 160 SOM
For A Steal!

Yaniv Gabbay
052-614-1442

Aliza Berkovitz
058-710-4119

Elia Gabai
052-862-9208




Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
AYELET GLATT | Head of Diaspora and Olim

Whose Responsibility Is It to Solve the
Shidduch Challenge of Our Generation?

n)alUARAPLYP)
9”1 102N IPHR GO 12 PN’ PRND

It’s a question many people quietly ask
themselves, and often answer incorrectly.

We tend to assume that the responsibility
lies with the singles themselves. If only they
would try harder, be more open, get more
suggestions, join another app, be less picky,
pay for another service. The messaging, spo-
ken or unspoken, is clear: this is your problem
to solve.

But that assumption is not only unhelpful
- i's wrong.

The truth is, the responsibility is ours.

Research and lived reality both point to a
simple, powerful fact: the majority of Ortho-
dox couples - over 60% - met through friends
or family who introduced them. Not apps.
Not naturally in a youth movement. People.
People who cared enough to think, suggest,

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models ﬁ‘

ﬂ. In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between,

W

Service within 24 hours.
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and connect.

And yet, look at where most of the energy
is directed today. So many initiatives, apps,
and programs speak almost exclusively to the
singles: Get more help. Get more matches. Pay
more. Try again. To be clear, these efforts can
have real value. They are part of the solution.

But they are not the heart of it.

Because the heart of it is us - the friends,
the siblings, the family, the neighbors - those
already embedded in the lives of the singles
we care about. We are the ones with the con-
text, the intuition, and the genuine investment
to make meaningful suggestions.

That's where Shagririm Balev steps in with
a fundamentally different approach.

Instead of placing the burden back on sin-
gles, Shagririm Balev turns outward and says:
Friends? Family? Come do your part.

For those of us who are not professional
shadchanim but deeply want to help, it offers
something that didn’t really exist before:
access and empowerment. A database of over
20,000 singles, opening up possibilities far
beyond our immediate circles. And even more
powerful - a community of over 5,500 ambas-
sadors, regular people like us, who have taken
on this mission together.

This is not just a platform. It’s a movement.

And the results speak for themselves: a
wedding every two days, and one in twenty



members finding their match through Sha-
gririm Balev. Those aren’t just numbers -
they’re lives changed, homes built, futures
created.

Why does it work?

Because it places the responsibility where it
truly belongs, and gives the tools to act on it.

So the next time we ask, “Who will solve this
challenge?”, the answer is clear. ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND

We will. COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

And if you want to be part of that solution,
you can. Start by thinking of someone you
love - and reaching out with a simple: “Hey,
I've been thinking about you. Can you tell me

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

Whatyou’re lookingfor?” F EATU RE D REAL ESTAT E
It’s a small step, but it’s how real connec- OPPORTUNITIES
tions begin - and you don’t have to do it alone. JERUSALEM JERUSALEM
Scan the barcode on the back page, and Harav Kook St. New building
help us help.m Renovated German Colony
2 bedrooms 3 bedrooms
'- 2 bathrooms 2 bathrooms
. Low floor & Sukkah |« Sukkah
Want to set up your friends? Parking Parking & storage
Become their ambassador - 5,200,000 7,950,000
join Shagririm Balev! CARMEI GAT NETANYA
E E .. . ¢ North Nat 600
iR en.shagririm.org.il » New Project 4 bedrooms
1 3 0585323242 * 3 bedrooms Renovated
[=: * 100+ SQM garden Parking
5'.‘( e Ground floor Pool & gym
' CT g e Only 20% down! Sea views
g J S 2,790,000 3,890,000

BEIT SHEMESH EFRAT
e RBSA Zayit
e 5 bedrooms Renovated cottage
e All on one level 5 bedrooms
* Renovated Garden
e Turn key Parking
e Perfect for families Great community

Price on request 5,700,000

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Carmei Gat | Beit Shemesh

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home

e 9442 +972-54-441-5704
052-8496418 %’%ﬁ;,; KimBashRealEstate.com @ =) g3
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I}‘r For mare works and books by
the cartoonist. visit
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HEAVEN HELP ME

MY MUM SAYS
WITH THIS BUNCH OF

NOW, CHILDREN, LET US CONTINUE WITH
THE TOPIC OF GIVING!
GIVING 15 & WONDERFUL WAY OF SHOWING
AFFECTION AND APPRECIATION FOR OTHERS!

I GIVE HER | GAVE MY BROTHER
A MIGRANE! /. A BLACK EYE! SMART-MOUTHED
BRAINIACS...

WHO CAN GIVE ME AN EXAMPLE?

CERTAIN SPECIES OF FEMALE OCTOPLSES
GIVE THEIR SPOUSES ONE NIGHT TO LIVE
BEFORE THEY DEVOUR THEM! ‘

<
N, | MEAN WICE GIVING:! ACTUALLY, MRS, GANENET, REALLY?

REMEMBER HOW | ASKED WE DID! | CAN'T THINK WHO .
YOU YESTERDAY TO THINK THAT MIGHT BE... TOKEN OF []I!Iil
OF HOW YOU CAN EXPRESS WE GOT TOGETHER YESTERDAY APPRECIATION!
APPRECIATION FOR AFTERNDON IN THE PLAYPARK BUT WHEH NONE ﬂ?
SOMEONE BY GIVING AND THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT WE US COULD FIND THE
THEM SOMETHING SMALL COULD GIVE SOMEONE WHO WORKS TOOTH FAIRY'S

AND MICE? VERY HARD TO GIVE US EACH WHAT
WE NEED, EVEN THOUGH WE NEVER
SAY TO HER HOW MUCH WE
APPRECIATE HER!

HUMBER, WE
DECIDED TO
RETHINK...

| WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT YOU
WITH SOME REFRESHMENTS
| HAVE FOR YOU!

BON-

| WOULD LIKF TO
APETITE!

PRESENT Yuu
WITH THIS!

| WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT
YOU WITH THIS!

A BROKEM TOY.
HOW...
TOUCHING...

MY GOODNHESS.
USED
ORANGE PEEL.

OH! THAT
SOUNDS MORE
| PROMISING...

A ONE-WHEELED
TRICYCLE... GOSH...

YOU SHOULDKRT
HANE.




AND |, LADY SHLOMTZI OF
RECHAVYA,
WOULD LIKE TO GRANT
YOU THIS!

THE SHAPPED END

OF A BROOM
HANDLE?

/0K, CLEARLY | HAON'T GOT
THE MESSAGE ACROSS:
GIVING IS SUPPOSED T0 MAKE
THE RECIPIENT FEEL LOVED,
TOUCHED AND APPRECIATED...

A TRASH HEAP FOR ALL THE
BROKEN RUBBISH THAT YOU
. DOH'T NEED ANYMORE!

WHY, ONLY IN THIS WEEK'S PARSHA THE TORAH
TELLS US HOT VOLUNTEER BROKEN AHD
DEFICIENT ANIMALS AS OFFERINGS...

FAR FROM EXPRESSING GOODWILL TOWARDS N

THE ALMIGHTY, IT GIVES THE IMPRESSION THAT

ONE 15 MERELY CLEARING OUT THE WEAK AND 4
WOBBLY FROM THEIR FLOCKS...

IJH-, MRS. GANENET, WE KNOW THAT!

SFORND EXPLAINS THAT JUST AS G-D
15 DESCRIBED AS "WHOLE AND
UNBLEMISHED", WE NEED TO RESPECT

HIM WITH OFFERINGS THAT ARE
S "WHOLE AND UNBLEMISHED!”

BECAUSE GIVING ISN'T ABOUT WHAT
NOU WANT TO GIVE AWAY, IT°5
ABOUT THINKING ABOUT WHO YOU'RE
GIVING TO, AND WHAT YOU WANT

: i;

PUCiv !

WELL, THEM, | MUST SAY YOUR “BIFTS”
OF SCRAP WASTE HAVE MADE ME
FEEL...
I'VE NEVER FELT LESS APPRECIATED,
AND LET ME TELL YOU - IN THIS

INSTITUTION THAT I5 SAYING
SOMETHING!

WHAT
SCRAPS OF

' Tmm:mﬁ 0F
YoU!

OH, YES?
THIS DECAPITATED
DOLL...7

...IS MY FAVOURITE

ACTION FIGURE OF
HARRY THE HEADLESS
HORNBILL! IT'S BRAND NEW!

| THOUGHT IT WAS A UNICYCLE!

| THOUGHT YOU'D APPRECIATE IT
BECAUSE THEY WERE PROBABLY
VERY FASHIONABLE WHEN YOU
WERE A KID, IN THE LATE 18805...7

AND THIS
BROKEN
TRICYCLE?!

BN

7 REALLY, MRS, GANENET!

ORANGE PEEL HAS TWICE
THE AMOUNT OF VITAIM C
AND & TIMES THE FIBRE
THAN THE INHER FRUIT OF
THE ORANGE!
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT!

OH! S0 YOU WERE THINKING
OF ME...
AS FAR AS YOUR WERE CONCERMED,
NONE OF THIS WAS ACTUALLY

BROKEW STUFF...?

INCLUDING THIS BROOM HANDLE?

HONESTLY, MRS. GANENET...
IF YOU THINK THIS WAS ALL
A JOKE, MEANT TO OFFEND YOU...

.. YOU'VE GOT THE
WRONG END OF THE

SIGH, IT'5 A
VERTIABLE
BOUQUET OF
HIGH-QUALITY
TOOTHPICKS!




TORAH 4 TEENS

BY TEENS

TALI SILTON
CHASHMODIIN CHAPTER,
DIRECTOR

BOUNDARIES THAT ELEVATE

Parshat Emor talks a lot about boundar-
ies and restrictions: with time, with details
regarding the Kohanim, and more. This may
feel very restrictive and intense, but in reality,
these limitations are what allow us to tap into
the kedusha that lies within us. As the Torah
says, 17900 N?) ...DNR DIPYY) *Nin DRy
“ONIY? 02 N2 YT YUTR DY NX (Vayikra
22:31-32), we are commanded to guard the
mitzvot and thereby sanctify Hashem’s name.

In a world where rules and boundaries
aren’t always appreciated, we as Jews are giv-
en special instructions on how to live our lives
through the Torah. This is not meant to restrict
or limit our potential; it is actually the opposite.
It is meant to unlock our full potential as Jews
and as individuals. The boundaries and limits
that have been set for us allow us to reach even
higher levels of kedusha that we may not have

NCSY ISRAEL

been able to achieve without them.
Shabbat Shalom!

YAEL LUBCHANSKY
11TH GRADE, MODIIN

YOUR OWN PATH TO KEDUSHA

Parshat Emor begins with special laws for
the Kohanim. Though they are already holy,
they receive additional laws to follow, show-
ing that they are held to a higher standard.
We might think this means only Kohanim are
holy, but the parsha concludes with laws for
all of Klal Yisrael. The Torah states, “One law
shall be for you, for the stranger and for the
citizen alike,” showing that every person pos-
sesses a basic level of holiness.

I think there’s a lot to learn from this con-
trast. While Kohanim have a unique role and
responsibility, so does the rest of Klal Yisra-
el. Every person is holy and has something
unique to contribute. We should all find our
own path in Avodat Hashem and strive to be
the holiest versions of ourselves.

Shabbat Shalom! m

"MIWI 11 (10227 W.ewensohn Raz & Co.

"8I T 271V TIWn

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Law Offices & Notary

‘ .

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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(w' Amechaye

- where we fully recharge

Qur Mind, Body & soul
A Life-Changing %
Health & Detox experience

NIR ETZION RESORT

Only 20 Rooms Left!

F

MRITON
e TLLE] s

Days of health
For the Body & Soul
Discover the perfect balnace
between physical and spirtual health
through interactive workshops
and delicious, nutrition meals

all designed to leave you feeling
truly refreshed

Health is not the absence
of illness but the restoration of
balance in the body and soul

The body is designed to heal
when we stop interfering
with its natural wisdom

Dr. Rachel Shapira - Lecture Topic
“Canecer Is Mot Cured — Cancer Is Prevented”

Sivan & Yo dya
Rahav Masir

Dudu Fishar
Live Conceri

Dr. Rachel Shapira
Cancer Ressarcher

31/5 - 4/6 2026

Early Registration Gift
Free Nutrition Consultation
Garden Reom Upgrade by April 30th

FOR MORE INFORMATION/REGISTRATION

WWW.AMCHAYE.COM | 055-2119918

7"03

IR DAVID REAL ESTATE

NETANYA — CITY CENTER
Penthouse New apartment, 4.5 rooms
130 sqm, Balcony 90 sqm, storage,
parking, 7 min. walk from the beach
3.990.000 NIS

JERUSALEM — KYRIAT HALEOM
Luxury Building, 4 rooms, 100 sqm,
Balcony 11sqm, Storage, 2 Parking

4.590.000 NIS

JERUSALEM
Magnificent Unique House, 760 sqm
Land. 400 sqm built, 8 rooms,
Swimming Pool. Exceptional View.
22.000.000 Nis

Fanna

054.675.1548
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IN ISRAEL? ;
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_— CARMEI GAT— =

‘ﬂ' Premium Remdenhal Prc-ject %
by a top-tier developer a o -
po F e P

w Market-leading prices s e

w 10/90 payment plan
% 3, 4,5, & 6-room apartments

w First apartments in the project

w Complete exemption from
the building index

Tens of families have already joined

Only a few apartments left
in this group purchase opportunity =

e e a3 BT i

'/ 2 rooms ideal for investment st
or a couple

For more information call / WhatsApp:
Gabriel Schickman: 0523742380 & Chaim Kesselman: 0502838683
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DEVIL

WENT ON

TRIAL

PRAISE for THE DAY THE
DEVIL WENT ON TRIAL

An “uplifting ... upbeat and en-
couraging tale.”

KIRKUS

“Inventive, funny and full of
charm. lan Pear blends humor,
philosophical insight and alle-
gorical storytelling so master-
fully that it feels like Mark
Twain were reincarnated. The
best book I've read all year.”

READERS FAVORITES
5 STAR REVIEWS

Previous Praise for Pear’s Writing:

Brilliant, charming, sincere.”

Jerusalem Post

“Pear is not only an extraordi-
nary storyteller; he also has an
extraordinary story to tell.

Best Selling Author
R. Joseph Telushkin

“Easily read and entertain-
ing ...unceasingly optimistic
and humanistic.”

Haaretz
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SPONSORED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TZALIR
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THEY FOUGHT FOR OUR HOME
NOW YOU CAN FIGHT FOR THEIRS

The war has put life on hold.
Weddings are delayed. Relationships are put on pause.
Young people across Israel are waiting, and longing,
to build their own home.

But Shagririm Balev is keeping life moving -
through our online platform, our events, and our volunteers
who work tirelessly to make matches happen.

Every 2 days, a couple gets engaged through Shagririm Balev.
With your help, it can be every day.

Every donation helps create another wedding.
Another home. Another victory.

Shagririm Balev .
Fighting for the Home Front Scan to Donate:




