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Tremendous 
Tool

Parashat Kedoshim is replete with mitzvot 
regarding interpersonal relationships. “Lo 
ta’amod al dam rei’acha—You shall not stand 
by [the shedding of] your fellow's blood.” 
(Vayikra 19;16) One may not stand idly by 
when his brother is in danger. We can find 
multiple layers of meaning in this mitzvah; 
let us see how it is relevant to all of us at all 
times.

On the most basic level, Rashi zt”l explains 
that this is an injunction not to passively stand 
by when someone’s life is threatened if one 
is capable of saving him. The Rambam zt”l 
clearly notes that this not only applies if one 
is physically able to save someone else but 
even if one has the means to procure help to 
rescue someone in trouble, one is obligated to 
do so, including hiring others to save another 
person. Also included is to warn someone of 
an impending danger and alerting him to take 

the necessary precautions. 
The Chazon Ish zt”l extends this idea even 

further. Even if a person does not have the 
wherewithal to save another, everyone has 
access to the most potent tool to help, namely, 
tefillah. Further, one who does not pray for 
the safety and welfare of another, is essential-
ly preventing salvation from reaching the one 
in need. 

One of the most practical areas where this 
is relevant to all of us is praying for the recov-
ery of those who are ill. The Brisker Rav zt”l 
warns people to be careful about telling oth-
ers that a patient is doing much better since 
naturally, when one hears such a response, 
he will think he no longer needs to pray for 
his recovery, and thus the ill person may be 
prevented from receiving one of the most 
beneficial remedies — that is, continuous 
tefillot. The Brisker Rav even suggests that 
one who doesn’t pray for another’s recovery 
may chas v’shalom be considered a rodef, one 
who intentionally causes harm to another. 

Rav Weissblum in He’arat Derech quotes a 
novel idea offered by Rav Yerucham Levovitz 
zt”l. When a person feels the pain of another 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
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Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

and one prays for someone else’s welfare, he 
can alleviate a bit of his suffering, similar to 
when one visits the sick, he lessens 1/60th 
of the illness. Moreover, davening for some-
one’s wellbeing does not solely apply when 
they are physically ill, it includes any and 
all distress a person may experience. We 
can’t always help a person with his finan-
cial burden, or find her a shidduch, or give 
them children, yet we can all daven for them 
and must not stand idly by and watch them 
suffer. 

The Maharsham zt”l learns another signif-
icant obligation, that of deterring someone 
from committing a sin, if we can. Likewise, 
the Chofetz Chaim zt”l understands this verse 
to support active kiruv rechokim, bringing 
back lost souls who have wandered from our 
faith and tradition.

So often, we hear of someone suffering 
from a terrible plight. We may say, “OY!” we 
may groan, we always feel so helpless. This 
verse can be our inspiration to activate the 
most paramount means to assist others in any 
situation in any circumstance. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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