Yom Ha’atzmaut and Thanksgiving
y ShoshanaJudelman

- Page 68
APRIL 18™ 2026 i _
"OWN N 'N ()  ThefFastest Emotional
- . =~/ Transition on Earth
VXD - YNTN \_ ) RabbileoDee Page62

TAZRIA - METZORA
ROSH CHODESH IYAR | AVOT 2

T |
§

Pk i/
o riesn 13 TITINWIY 719233 /71 (1w OV 1T

YERUSHALAYIM SHABBAT TAZRIA - METZORA ZMANIM
CANDLES 6:33 PM e EARLY 5:48 PM e HAVDALA 7:48 PM e RABBEINU TAM 8:27 PM

Q OU ISRAEL 02-560-9100 {e) TORAHTIDBITS.COM .“7ADVERTISING & SPONSORSHIPS 02-560-9125



Table of Contents

04 Rabbi Avi Berman 34 Rabbi Sam Shor 62
Rabbhi Leo Dee
1 0 38 Rabbi Judah Mischel

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks 4 o 64 Jen Airley
OU Israel
1 6 Rabbi Dr. Tzvi 68

Hersh Weinreb 48 Shoshana Judelman
Rabbi Moshe Taragin
20 Rabbi Lord Jonathan 70
Sacks zt"l 52 Rabbi lan Shaffer
Rebbetzin Dr.
26 Rabbi Nachman Winkler Adina Shmidman 72
28 54 Aleeza Ben Shalom
Rabbi Shalom Rosner Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider 74
Netanel Epstein

32 Rebbetzin Shira Smiles 60 Rabbi Daniel Mann
76 Eliav Saban // Gavi Gardin

/ < Y RABBI CHANO /r/,u;:
A SHORT VOR’ ////////,//,///./// N 27
| ASHORTVORT | ay seruesseremvisua, veminmosne
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Why specifically these ingredients?
Rashi points out that the plague of tzara’at results from haughtiness. Therefore, the appropriate rem-
edy that he should be healed with is that he should lower himself from his pride just like a worm (To-
laat) and like hyssop. These species represent lowliness and humility.
Rabbi Avraham Bornsztain (Admor of Sochatchov 1838-1910) asks about this idea of Rashi. The afflicted
individual has already repented. That is why he merited to be brought before the Kohen for the purify-
ing ceremony. Why is there a need to further remind him of the need for humility by using modest and
menial ingredients in the final procedure, it seems excessive?
One answer that he presents is that, true, the person afflicted with tzara’at must have re-
pented and discarded his haughtiness, but that was due to his daily torment with this
plague. There is a need to ensure that even after his body will recover, that he remains
true to such a change in his behavior and nature. That is why, specifically, on “the day of his
purification”, he lowers himself further to bring upon himself a bona fide change both in body and
soul. - Shabbat Shalom

HELPFUL REMINDERS

i Rosb Chobesh lyar is on Friday April 17th and Shabbat April 18th
& Yom Hazikaron is observed on Monday night April 20th and Tuesday April 21st
= Yom Haazmaut is celebrated on Tuesday night April 21st and Wednesday April 22nd
€ Earliest Kiddush Levana, 3 Days After Molad: 4 lyar/ Mon. night April 20
7 Days After Molad: 9 lyar/ Sat. night April 25
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 14 lyar/ Thurs. night April 30
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

I was once waiting for a flight together with
a distinguished Rav and Rebbetzin, who over
the years have become dear friends to me.
These are people with such warm hearts,
constantly working on behalf of Klal Yisrael
in so many different ways. As we sat waiting
for our plane, the Rebbetzin, who cares deep-
ly about the challenge of shidduchim in our
generation, was working on a questionnaire
for potential matches. She had a document of
about four pages filled with questions that she
wanted candidates to fill out, and she asked
me to please review it and share my thoughts.

I sat there and read every single question.
There were questions about everything: Do
you wear a black hat? Do you wear a kippa
sruga? Do you watch television? Are you sho-
mer negiah? All sorts of questions about the
background and lifestyle of the candidate.
When I finished, she asked if I had anything
to add.

1 told her that I thought five questions were
missing. She was intrigued and prepared to
write them down. So I began: the first ques-
tion is, Nasata v’natata b’emuna? Were you

In loving memory of
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honest in your business dealings? I could
see her husband, who had been sitting and
learning nearby, already smiling. He could
see where I was going. The second question,
I continued, is, Kavata itim la’torah? Did you
make time to learn Torah? The third, Tzipita
liyeshua? Did you await redemption? I con-
tinued with the questions, and explained that
Chazal (Shabbat 31a) tell us that when a per-
son dies, HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not ask
them if they wore this hat or that hat, what
kind of phone they have or if they read the
newspaper. He asks these questions: Were
you honest? Did you value Torah? Did you
hope for the Mashiach to come and the Beit
HaMikdash rebuilt? These are the fundamen-
tal values that Jews should have.

When it comes to shidduchim, there is no
doubt that understanding what people want
and what they are looking for matters. There
was certainly nothing wrong with the ques-
tionnaire or with the Rebbetzin’s intentions,
which were completely I'shem shamayim. My
point was simply to recognize that some ques-
tions are much more valuable and far more
significant than the minute details of our lives,
and that sometimes, we lose the forest for the
trees.

That said, there is one question on that
list that I have always found particularly
stirring: Tzipita liyeshua? Did you await the
Messiah every single day? Were you waiting
for the Beit HaMikdash to be rebuilt? We all
say that we are metzapim liyeshua. We all
believe in the 13 Ikkarim of the Rambam: “Ani
ma’amin,” I believe with complete faith in the
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we are constantly waiting for Mashi-
ach Tzidkeinu to come every single
day, and even if he tarries, we will
wait.

But there are certain moments in
life when that faith becomes so viv-
id it’s almost tangible. Standing in
shul on Yom Kippur, davening with
all our heart and soul during Nei-
lah, singing “Tehei ha’sha’ah hazos
sha’as rachamim,” let this be a time
of mercy for HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
looking around and seeing how many Jews
are fasting and pouring out their hearts, tears
in their eyes, siddur clutched so tightly in their
hands... Or that moment when gathering with
100,000 Jews at the Kotel for Birkat Kohanim...
Or if you've ever joined 12,000-15,000 Jews at
a sunrise tefillah. All of these are moments
when you think to yourself: this is a time
when Mashiach could come. You feel it in
your bones.

I believe that the period that we are cur-
rently living through has given all of us such a
moment. This is not to discredit any suffering
that has happened since the start of this war,
there have been major losses to Am Yisrael.
However, since Shabbat Zachor, when the
military operation against Iran began and we
were, Baruch Hashem, able to eliminate much
of the horrific Iranian leadership, including
Ayatollah Khamenei, and our brave soldiers
together with the American military have
been controlling the skies and doing what
needs to be done to bring safety to the world,
something remarkable has been happening in
the hearts of the Jewish people. Hope is begin-
ning to grow and grow.

I must have received from 30 or 40 peo-
ple the incredible passage from the Bnei
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Yissaschar about a war beginning on Shabbat
Zachor and reaching its conclusion around
Pesach. People were sharing all kinds of
simanim, noting how fitting it was that on
Shabbat Zachor we were able to strike at the
enemies of the Jewish people, and on Purim to
continue the battle against those who embody
the spirit of Amalek. And then came Pesach,
and precisely around the time of Kriat Yam
Suf on Shvi’i shel Pesach, the deadline set by
President Trump to the Iranians arrived, and
we entered chag.

I spoke to many, many people before and
throughout Pesach. The feeling was unmis-
takable. Something was in the air. I spoke to
people in the Chassidishe world and the Lit-
vishe world, people who wear black hats and

May the Torah learning

from this Torah Tidbits
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people who are Dati Leumni, secular Jews and
traditional Jews. Everyone I spoke to, especial-
ly on Erev Shvi’i shel Pesach, had this sense
that something extraordinary was about to
happen. People were asking: when exactly did
Kriat Yam Suf take place? Was it at chatzot?
Was it at ashmoret haboker? And when would
this great moment arrive for us?

There is no doubt that many people expect-
ed something truly extraordinary, not merely
the signing of a ceasefire. People were waiting
for Mashiach. People were waiting for great
miracles. And the reality is that great miracles
are happening, but people were waiting for
something even greater as Shvi’i shel Pesach
entered.

A friend of mine was in Eilat with his whole
family for Pesach. I shared with him the
emotions I had been feeling, and he told me
something beautiful. He said that on Leil Shvi’i
shel Pesach, as happens every year, people
left the hotels and walked down to the shore
of Yam Suf'in order to recite Az Yashir at the
very waters where the miracle took place.
How fitting that at the place where Bnei Yis-
rael crossed the sea, Jews return every year to
relive that experience. But this year, he said,
the thousands upon thousands of people who
came out were different. There was such a

May the Torah learned
in this Torah Tidbits be
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tzipiyah, such a hope, that something great
was going to happen right then and there.
They stood at the edge of Yam Sufand sang to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, pleading: please bring
us this miracle now.

When I heard this, I shared it with everyone
in shul and said: we have to realize that this
past Shvi’i shel Pesach, and perhaps even a
few days before and after, gave all of us a gift.
We can now look up to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
and say with complete sincerity: HaKadosh
Baruch Hu, tzipinu liyeshua. We waited. We
hoped.

And now, after Pesach, we are not going to
stop. Even if he tarries we still wait. We do
not know if HaKadosh Baruch Hu will bring
the geulah sheleimah on Yom HaZikaron, on
Yom Ha’atzmaut, on Lag Ba’‘Omer, on Pesach
Sheni, on Yom Yerushalayim, on Shavuot, on
Tisha B’Av, or some other day entirely. But
one thing is certain: we have many peaks,
many moments throughout the year, when
we are actively, fervently waiting for Mashi-
ach to come.

And I believe that HaKadosh Baruch Hu
looks at our younger generation with tremen-
dous pride. The generation that is fighting for
the future of the Jewish people. The wives
who are holding down their homes and rais-
ing their children year after year while their
husbands serve in the army. I see the burden
that my own daughter-in-law carries, the
sacrifice my children are making, and the
emotions that my wife and I go through every
day with our sons serving over enemy lines.
We are so proud of them, and we look up to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu every single day and
ask: please watch over our sons, watch over
Klal Yisrael, watch over each and every one of
our soldiers. Grant a refuah sheleimah to our
wounded. And watch over them all.
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B’ezrat Hashem, we will experience an
incredible moment, hopefully very soon,
when Klal Yisrael is unified, when our people
come together and stand up for the values of
Torah and the values of HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

And b’ezrat Hashem, together this week,
we will all gather for the OU Israel Yom
Ha’atzmaut tefillah chagigit. Every year we
expect many thousands of people to attend,
and Baruch Hashem they do. Last year, as
many will remember, because of fires we had
to move the event to the Ramada, which did
an incredible job hosting us. Once again, due
to the current situation we will be having the
event at the Ramada. It is important that we
are able to bring as many people together for
this extraordinary event in the safest manner.
I'look forward to seeing each and every one
of you there.

I know it will be yet another opportunity
when we can look up to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
and say: HaKadosh Baruch Hu, now is anoth-
er great time to bring Mashiach Tzidkeinu. We
will hope and pray that it happens. But if, chas
v’shalom, not yet, we will continue to hope
and wait, every day for his arrival, bimheira
byameinu

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat, . —

Yy d
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT TAZRIA-METZORA

The double parsha of Tazria-Metzora is
challenging.

The theme is simple: certain things make
one tamei. One who is tamei may not enter
the Mikdash. There is a process by which one
returns to being tahor.

We began this theme last week with tuma
from contact with dead animals. The tuma
in our parsha is what is called tuma whose
source is our own body: childbirth, Tzaraat
(loosely translated as leprosy), and emissions
from procreative organs. In addition, while
describing Tzaraat, which is a blight on the
skin, there is also blight on clothing and on
one’s home.

In each type of tuma, there is a ritual pro-
cess including sacrifices to restore tahara or
purity.

The challenge is in understanding all the
details. Why do these particular people
become tamei? And how is the tuma lifted by
these particular procedures?

BROTHERS
o MOVING CO.

_ ) .;:I

NTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

I will offer a modest suggestion to frame the
idea of tuma, though this suggestion will be
inadequate in explaining all the details.

The Torah begins with a dramatic proposi-
tion. G-d created man in His Image. Created
like Him? That is no small thing! What a
grand proposition.

That is the foundation of the entire Torah.
Man is not a fancy animal. He is in His
Image. Well, what exactly does the image of
G-d mean? We will have to learn through the
stories of the Torah in what way we are like
Him and in what way not.

We procreate, creators as He is a Creator.
We communicate, as He Communicates to us.
We make distinctions between holy and non,
as He made a distinction between day and
night. We are generous as He. Kind as He.

But. Unlike Him, we have physical bodies.
We are animal-like, needing food. Illness.
Death. Aggression. Violence.

We are not animals. Well, we are animal-like
in some things. But we are in His Image. Phys-
ical, yes. But majestic, lofty, grand.

Man is a partner to the Divine. The notion
of finite man as partner to the Infinite is
frightening and humbling. But it is also
grand, magnificent. If G-d creates us in His
Image — well, He must think of us as worthy.
What a compliment to us! Man is His wor-
thy partner? Wow. Man is majestic. Noble.
Elevated. Distinguished. Unique. G-d invites
majestic, noble man to the Mikdash.

However, this life that we live sometimes
causes us to feel less than majestic. Not so
noble. We sometimes feel beaten down, rather
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pedestrian, glorified animals. And in particu-
lar, we feel beaten down by those things that
we share with animals: food, procreation, ill-
ness, death. When confronted by our limita-
tions, the physicality we share with animals,
our mortality, we can lose the nobility of our
station. We can feel like glorious animals.

That may be the meaning of tuma. Perhaps
Tuma is the state of bruised nobility. When
man feels unconvinced that he is created in
the image of G-d, when he doubts his partin a
grand covenant, when he questions the nobil-
ity of the invitation to be His partner; perhaps
that is what Tuma is. Bruised nobility.

These very earthy parts of our being can
damage our sense of majesty, making us feel
closer to animals than to angels.

Tuma is generated by those experiences that
bruise our majesty. The rituals that remove
tuma are perhaps designed to restore that
majesty. The invitation to approach G-d in the
Mikdash requires man in the fullness of his
majesty. That invitation is suspended for the
one whose nobility is bruised, one who doubts
his lofty station. That person needs nobility
restored before approaching G-d. The process
of becoming Tahor is the restoration of our
lofty station. Man in the fullness of his majesty
is required for the Divine rendezvous.

"/‘ 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 12:1-13:23)
K\O‘ Childbirth renders a woman
: tamei (tmeya). At the end of the
tuma, 40 days for a male, 80 days for a female
child, she brings an offering of an olah and
a chatat. She may then enter the Mikdash.
Tzaraat has different forms and different
laws. It can be a white patch on the skin, with
white hair, cover the entire body, or appear on
arecovered inflammation. The kohen checks
to determine if it is Tzaraat or if it is an innoc-
uous skin condition. Some appearances are

unclear and require a 7-day interval to deter-
mine if Tzaraat or innocuous.

Childbirth is joyous; yet, the woman becomes
tmeya, restricting her entry to the Mikdash.
Along the theme mentioned above, experienc-
es that we share with animals may damage our
sense of the nobility of our station. Childbirth,
though wonderful, is earthy. To recapture the
higher nobility of humanity, the woman brings
offerings, as a reboot, a reaffirmation of the
higher calling in being human.

Tzaraat has many details. It appears as
unusual colorations of the skin. The skin is
the visible part of our bodies. The skin abnor-
malities of Tzaraat would make one self-con-
scious or embarrassed.

A unique aspect of humanity over animals
is our social nature. Being self-conscious
of our appearance would injure our social
nature. This damage to our sense of nobility
also demands a reboot in the form of a cer-
emony at the conclusion of the Tzaraat, out-
lined in the later aliyot.

"/" 2ND ALIYA (13:24-39)
'/k\O) Tzaraat can also be found on skin

that suffered a burn or on the head
or beard. The kohen assesses the nature of
the discoloration determining whether it
requires 7-day quarantine and reassessment
to determine if tamei or tahor.

Human intellect is another distinguishing
feature of man over animal. Perhaps this
blight on our head is symbolic of misuse of
the power of our intellect.

Condolences to
Dr. Josh Daniel and family
on the passing of his brother
Stewie 271
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"7 3RD ALIYA (13:40-54)
‘7& Tzaraat can also appear on the
]

head or beard, with hair loss and
skin discoloration. When a person is declared
to have Tzaraat, he rends his garments, lets his
hair grow, covers himself to his lips and dwells
outside of the camp. Garments displaying
specific discoloration are deemed to have gar-
ment Tzaraat. The kohen assesses the color
and shape, quarantining if necessary. If deter-
mined to have Tzaraat, the garment is burned.

After the detailed description of when a
person has Tzaraat and when not, the conse-
quence of Tzaraat is described. The person
acts as a mourner would act: garment torn,
hair grown, head covered (a practice we no
longer generally observe as mourners). But
more dramatically: he is sequestered out of
the populated area.

This isolation is one of the things that
prompts the midrashic comment that Tzaraat
is for lashon hara - the punishment fits the
transgression. If you can’t treat people respect-
fully, then spend some time alone. Or, in line
with the approach outlined above: the nobility
of man is expressed in social interaction.

Tzaraat, an embarrassing discoloration that
makes us feel self conscious, diminishes our
sense of self. Isolation allows us to reflect on
our self worth. Self worth has nothing to do
with how we look to others, whether our skin
looks good or whether our dress looks fine.
Self worth is intrinsic; we have self worth sim-
Pply because we are created in the image of G-d.

Clothing too is uniquely human. Clothing is
an expression of human dignity. The tumah
of a garment restricts the wearer from entry
to the Mikdash, as human dignity is dimin-
ished by this oddly blemished garment.

‘}‘ 4TH ALIYA (13:55-14:20)
'K\‘} The regulations of tuma of

garments are completed. The process of
becoming tahor following Tzaraat of the
body is outlined. When the kohen determines
that the Tzaraat of the skin has subsided, the
person with the Tzaraat may reenter the
camp though for 7 additional days he may
not enter the Mikdash. 2 birds are taken, one
slaughtered, the other dipped into its blood,
along with cedar wood, a red thread and
hyssop. His hair is shaved. On the 8th day he
brings offerings. Blood and oil are placed on
his right ear, thumb and toe.

The details of the Tzaraat and the purifica-
tion from it are numerous; too numerous to
properly outline here. One detail though is
worth mentioning. At the beginning of the
return from quarantine of the person with
Tzaraat, 2 birds are taken; one slaughtered,
one sent free. This is not done in the Mikdash,
as the person is out of the entire camp.

We have heard of the 2, one slaughtered,
one not before. The 2 goats of Yom Kippur;
one slaughtered, one sent to the wilderness.

In addition, the end of the Tzaraat process
requires blood and oil placed on the right ear,
thumb and toe. That echoes what was done
to the kohanim in their inauguration — also on
their 8th day.

Perhaps this is a nod to our human condition.
The dominant mood of Yom Kippur is contrition,
disappointment in our failings. But at the same
time, we are angelic, a kingdom of kohanim, a
holy nation. Hence the parallel; Yom Kippur and
the inauguration of the kohen. The human con-
dition of contrition and of grandeur.

'{" 5TH ALIYA (14:21-32)
'/k\O} If one is unable to afford the

above offerings, a less expensive
alternative is offered, including birds in place
of one of the animal offerings. A similar pro-
cess to the one with 2 animals is performed.
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It makes perfect sense to have a sliding scale
to accommodate the less wealthy people. After
all, when our nobility is bruised in our external
trappings —how we appear to others, how our
clothing appears — our reintegration will empha-
size not what we have but who we are. Animals
for those who can afford, birds for those who
can’t. Not what you bring, but that you bring.

"/" 6TH ALIYA (14:33-15:15)
VK\O} In the Land of Israel, homes will

be subject to Tzaraat as well. The
kohen will examine the marks. If declared
Tzaraat, all that is in the home becomes tamei,
hence all shall be removed before the kohen’s
declaration. If the marks spread over the next
7 days, the kohen shall order stones removed
and replaced. If the spread persists, the
kohen may order the home demolished. If the
kohen declares the home tahor, 2 birds are
taken, one slaughtered, the other dipped in its
blood with cedar wood, a crimson thread and
hyssop. The bird is set free. A Zav, a male,
has a discharge from his organ of procreation
that is unusual. He renders others tamei and
requires a purification process of 2 bird offer-
ings at the end of 7 days.

Continuing our theme that tuma is asso-
ciated with those parts of our lives that may
hinder our sense of dignity, our home can be
the source not of diminished dignity but of
excess, of hubris.

Oh, we moderns know all too well how the
fantastic wealth of our times can inflate our
sense of self-worth. Man’s dignity lies not in
the grandness of his home, but in the gran-
deur of his person. A pox on your house if
the grandeur of your home inflates human
dignity to become hubris.

"/" 7TH ALIYA (15:16-33)
‘/k\O} A regular sexual discharge of a

man renders a low level of tuma. A

FOR SALE!
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OWNER MUST SELL. PRICE NEGOTIABLE.

To see apartment & ask questions, contact
Shmuel - Orzma Nechasim 050-7971552

woman’s regular menstrual bleeding renders
her temeya for 7 days, transferring her tuma
to others including through touch. A woman
who has bleeding inconsistent with her reg-
ular period is a Zava, a similar Tuma to the
male Zav. Offerings are brought following the
cessation of this unusual bleeding.
Procreation may also lead to an inflated self
image; creation is not just His, but is ours. He
gives life. We give life. Healthy self image
of our dignity and majesty can be damaged
by our physicality in both directions; deflat-
ed and inflated. Too low a view, that we are
nothing more than animals. Or too high, as
creators, leaving less room for the Creator. m

The Haftorah is for
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh
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“No man is an island.” “It takes a village.”
These are just some of the clichés that are
used to convey the importance of social
groups, of the realization that people cannot
“go at it alone.”

But just as it is vital that each of us learns
that we are ultimately limited in what we can
accomplish by ourselves, it is equally vital that
we learn of the benefits of occasional solitude
and of the need to sometimes just be alone.

In this week’s double Torah portion, Taz-
ria-Metzora, we read at length and in great
detail about an individual who is afflicted by a
condition known as tzora’at, often translated
as leprosy. It is a condition which is charac-
terized by specific discolorations of the skin
and which is understood by our sages to be
the consequence of immoral behavior, partic-
ularly malicious gossip.

The Torah prescribes that such an individ-
ual rend his clothes and let his hair grow. He
is considered ritually unclean, and “...he shall
dwell apart; his dwelling shall be outside that
camp.” (Leviticus 13:46)

Opinions vary as to why he must be
removed from society. Some say simply that
he is quarantined because his condition is
contagious. Others insist that since his mis-
deeds caused harm to others, he must be
punished by living apart from others.

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA

OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

I prefer, however, the view that believes
that a period of solitude is imposed upon this
individual to afford him an opportunity to
think, to reconsider his actions, and to resolve
to live a new moral lifestyle. He is afforded the
social isolation necessary for thoroughgoing
introspection, a chance to think for himself.

There is a lesson here about the benefits of
solitude that is of renewed relevance in our
day and age.

The Spring 2010 edition of The American
Scholar carries an essay by William Dere-
siewicz which he delivered to the plebe class
at the United States Military Academy at West
Point in October of 2009. The essay is entitled
“Solitude and Leadership.”

Mr. Deresiewicz eloquently conveys the
message to these future military leaders that
leadership demands a mindset which can
only come about with frequent and sustained
periods of solitude.

He emphasizes the importance of thinking
and writes, “Thinking means concentrating
on one thing long enough to develop an idea
about it.”

He further emphasizes the importance of
concentrating and writes that it means “gath-
ering yourself together into a single point
rather than letting yourself be dispersed
everywhere into a cloud of electronic and
social input.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson made Mr. Dere-
siewicz’s point long ago when he said, “He
who should inspire and lead his race must be
defended from traveling with the souls of oth-
er men, from living, breathing, reading, and
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writing in the daily, time-worn yoke of their
opinions.”

These opinions of a famous 19th century
essayist and one of his contemporary coun-
terparts stress and amplify a message implicit
in this week’s Torah portion. The message is
that time by oneself, reflecting and engaging
in serious introspection, is an essential compo-
nent of self improvement and a prerequisite
not only for membership in society, but for
leadership of society.

Jewish sources go much further than Emer-
son and Deresiewicz. The latter restrict their
insightful comments to the importance of
solitude in everyday, mundane affairs. Our
tradition goes beyond that and teaches that
solitude is necessary for spiritual growth and
for religious leadership.

The sages of the Talmud insist upon the
necessity of cheshbon hanefesh, self-reckoning.
The Jewish ethical treatises of medieval times
recommend that one regularly withdraw
from society to engage in such self reckoning.
Chassidim, and most particularly the followers
of Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, daily engage in
periods of hithodedut, solitary contemplation.

The secular writers quoted above are help-
ful in that they make it clear that solitude
need not entail mystical practices or spiritu-
al techniques. Rather, solitude provides an
opportunity for thinking on one’s own and
for concentrating deeply without the undue
influences of one’s social surround.

I personally am convinced that occasional
solitude would be a healthy antidote to the
blind conformity which is imposed upon all
of us by our contemporary world.

Once again, the Torah, in the midst of a
passage which seems most out of tune with
modernity, gives us a lesson essential for cop-
ing with modernity.
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Holiness and
Childbirth

The sidrot of Tazria and Metzora contain
laws which are among the most difficult to
understand. They are about conditions of
“Impurity” arising from the fact that we are
physical beings, embodied souls, and hence
exposed to (in Hamlet’s words) “the thousand
natural shocks that flesh is heir to.”

Though we have immortal longings, mortal-
ity is the condition of human existence, as it is
of all embodied life.

Rambam explains:

We have already shown that, in accordance
with the Divine wisdom, genesis can only
take place through destruction, and without
the destruction of the individual members of
the species, the species themselves would not
exist permanently... He who thinks that he
can have flesh and bones without being sub-
ject to any external influence, or any of the
accidents of matter, unconsciously wishes to
reconcile two opposites, namely, to be at the
same time subject and not subject to change.
(Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 111:12)

Throughout history there have been two

distinct and opposing ways of relating to this
fact: hedonism (living for physical pleasure)
and asceticism (relinquishing physical plea-
sure). The former worships the physical while
denying the spiritual, the latter enthrones the
spiritual at the cost of the physical.

The Jewish way has always been different:
to sanctify the physical - eating, drinking,
sex and rest — making the life of the body a
vehicle for the Divine Presence. The reason is
simple. We believe with perfect faith that the
God of redemption is also the God of creation.
The physical world we inhabit is the one God
made and pronounced “very good.” To be a
hedonist is to deny God. To be an ascetic is to
deny the goodness of God’s world. To be a Jew
is to celebrate both creation and Creator. That
is the principle that explains many otherwise
incomprehensible features of Jewish life.

The laws with which the Parsha begins are
striking examples of this:

When a woman conceives and gives birth to
a boy, she shall be teme’ah for seven days, just
as she is during the time of separation when
she has her period... Then, for thirty-three
additional days she shall have a waiting peri-
od during which her blood is ritually clean.
Until this purification period is complete, she
shall not touch anything holy and shall not
enter the Sanctuary.
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If she gives birth to a girl, she shall have for
two weeks the same teme’ah status as during
her menstrual period. Then, for sixty-six days
after that, she shall have a waiting period
during which her blood is ritually clean.

She then brings a burnt-offering and a
sin-offering, after which she is restored to
“ritual purity.” What is the meaning of these
laws? Why does childbirth render the moth-
er teme’ah (usually translated as “ritually
impure”, better understood as “a condition
which impedes or exempts from a direct
encounter with holiness”)? And why is the
period after giving birth to a girl twice that
for a boy?

There is a temptation to see these laws as
inherently beyond the reach of human under-
standing. Several rabbinic statements seem to
say just this. In fact, it is not so, as Maimonides
explains at length in the Guide. To be sure, we
can never know - specifically with respect to
laws that have to do with kedushah (holiness)
and teharah (purity) — whether our under-
standing is correct. But we are not thereby
forced to abandon our search for understand-
ing, even though any explanation will be at
best speculative and tentative.

The first principle essential to understand-
ing the laws of ritual purity and impurity is
that God is life. Judaism is a profound rejec-
tion of cults, ancient and modern, that glori-
fy death. The great pyramids of Egypt were
grandiose tombs. Arthur Koestler noted that
without death “the cathedrals collapse, the
pyramids vanish into the sand, the great
organs become silent.” The English metaphys-
ical poets turned to it constantly as a theme.
AsT. S. Eliot wrote:

Webster was much possessed by death

And saw the skull beneath the skin...

Donne, I suppose, was such another...

AT

Eta Morris

|ERUSALEM REALTY

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business
Eta: 054-723-3863

Amazing stand alone homes in
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY

Gorgeous resale in the
Theatron Residences.

150 sgm on one floor with
open sukkah terrace and
magnificent views. Sold
fully furnished including
appliances. Safe room -
private mamad, 2 parking
spots and storage. Call for
more information.

For sale in BAKA. Fabulous
renovated 4 room apt. 3
bedrooms - one is a master
bedroom and oneis a

safe room (mamad). High
level finishes, custom built in
carpentry and cabinets in all
the rooms. Terrace, parking,
Shabbat elevator & storage
Price: 4,350,000 NIS !!!

In SAN SIMON.

Fabulous apartment with

a stunning view. 153.4 sqm.
Three bedrooms and 2.5
bathrooms.

Two elevators.

One underground parking
spot and storage room.
Price: 7,500,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON townhouse

255 sqm of living space built as 6 bedrooms,
5.5 bathrooms

Registered garden 74 sgqm.

Terrace of 14 sgm. Safe room.

Great condition, option for parking.

Call me for more information.

Opportunity to buy stand alone house in BAKA

Over 500 sgm.
Call me for more information.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com

\Eta: 054-723-3863 etamorrisrealty.co.il r

OU ISRAEL 21



He knew the anguish of the marrow

The ague of the skeleton... (Whispers of
Immortality, T. S. Eliot)

Freud coined the word thanatos to describe
the death-directed character of human life.
Judaism is a protest against death-centred cul-
tures. “It is not the dead who praise the Lord,
nor those who go down into silence” (Psalm
114) “What profit is there in my death, if I go
down into the pit? Can the dust acknowledge
You? Can it proclaim your truth?” (Psalm 30).
As we open a Sefer Torah we say: “All of you
who hold fast to the Lord your God are alive
today” (Deut 4:4). The Torah is a tree of life.
God is the God of life. As Moses put it in two
memorable words: “Choose life” (Deut. 30:19).

It follows that kedushah (holiness) — a point
in time or space where we stand in the unme-
diated presence of God - involves a supreme
consciousness of life. That is why the para-
digm case of tumah is contact with a corpse.
Other cases of tumah include diseases or
bodily emissions that remind us of our mor-
tality. God’s domain is life. Therefore it may
not be associated in any way with intimations
of death.

This is how Judah Halevi explains the purity
laws:

A dead body represents the highest degree
of loss of life, and a leprous limb is as if it
were dead. It is the same with the loss of seed,
because it had been endowed with living pow-
er, capable of engendering a human being. Its
loss therefore forms a contrast to the living
and breathing. (The Kuzari, 11:60)

The laws of purity apply exclusively to Isra-
el, argues Halevi, precisely because Judaism is
the supreme religion of life, and its adherents
are therefore hyper-sensitive to even the most
subtle distinctions between life and death.

A second principle, equally striking, is the

acute sensitivity Judaism shows to the birth
of a child. Nothing is more “natural” than
procreation. Every living thing engages in
it. Sociobiologists go so far as to argue that
a human being is a gene’s way of creating
another gene. By contrast, the Torah goes to
great lengths to describe how many of the
heroines of the Bible — among them Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, Hannah and the Shunamite
woman — were infertile and had children only
through a miracle.

Clearly the Torah intends a message here,
and it is unmistakable. To be a Jew is to know
that survival is not a matter of biology alone.
What other cultures may take as natural is for
us a miracle. Every Jewish child is a gift of God.
No faith has taken children more seriously or
devoted more of its efforts to raising the next
generation. Childbirth is wondrous. To be a par-
ent is the closest any of us come to God himself.
That, incidentally, is why women are closer to
God than men, because they, unlike men, know
what it is to bring new life out of themselves, as
God brings life out of himself. The idea is beau-
tifully captured in the verse in which, leaving
Eden, Adam turns to his wife and calls her Cha-
va “for she is the mother of all life.”

We can now speculate about the laws relat-
ing to childbirth. When a mother gives birth,
she undergoes great risk. Throughout the
centuries, childbirth has been a life-threat-
ening danger to mother and baby alike, and
even today there are ever-present risks for
many. Furthermore, during the process of
childbirth, a woman is separated from what
until now had been part of her own body (a
foetus, said the rabbis, “is like a limb of the
mother”) and which has now become an inde-
pendent person. If that is so in the case of a
boy, it is doubly so in the case of a girl - who,
with God’s help, will not merely live but may
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herself in later years become a source of new
life. At one level, therefore, the laws signal the
detachment of life from life.

At another level, they surely suggest some-
thing more profound. There is a halachic
principle: “One who is engaged in a mitzvah is
exempt from other mitzvot.” It is as if God were
saying to the mother: for forty days in the case
of a boy, and doubly so in the case of a girl (the
mother-daughter bond is ontologically stronger
than that between mother and son): I exempt
you from coming before Me in the place of
holiness because you are fully engaged in one
of the holiest acts of all, nurturing and caring
for your child. Unlike others you do not need
to visit the Temple to be attached to life in all its
sacred splendour. You are experiencing it your-
self, directly and with every fibre of your being.
Days, weeks, from now you will come and give
thanks before Me (together with offerings for
having come through a moment of danger).
But for now, look upon your child with won-
der. For you have been given a glimpse of the
great secret, otherwise known only to God.

Childbirth exempts the new mother from
attendance at the Temple because her bedside
replicates the experience of the Temple. She
now knows what it is for love to beget life, and
-in the midst of mortality - to be touched by an
intimation of immortality. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Are homeowners with a safe room required to let

neighbors shelter there during a siren?

During a siren, follow Home Front Command instructions and seek

shelterimmediately. Assisting others in danger is a Halachic obligation
g rooted in the mitzvot of saving lives, loving your neighbor, and showing
hospitality. Beyond religious duty, offering help during distress is a
matter of basic human decency and good neighborly conduct.

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

New Project

A rare boutique residence on Maavar
HaMitla 4, in the heart of Ramat Eshkol.
4 Featuring high-end design, luxury finishes,
open living spaces, and an exclusive
community feel — a unique opportunity
for refined living in Jerusalem

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor

Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC,
elevator, quiet street, modern kitchen.

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM
2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment, bright, private,
renovated, with 2 sukkah balconies.

4,850,000

4 bedrooms | 5th floor | 140 sqm

Spacious & bright, Prime location, Balcony,
parking, Shabbat Elevator

FOR
RENT

DAGAN, EFRAT
6 bedrooms | Garden | 252 sqm

Spacious home, stunning views, large
SALE kitclgen&living room, basement potential.

8,900,000

3 Bdr| 2nd Floor | Approx. 115 sqm

Sukkah balcony, Mamad, 1.5 bathrooms,
2 storage units & 2 parking spots.

MITZPE, YERICHO
600 sqm | Multiple Units

Desert views and independent rental units,
ideal for investment or families.

5,900,000

@ +972 52-587-8788

ES @ office@noamhomes.com
s
www.noamhomes.com
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FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM

AT THE JERUSALEM GARDENS HOTEL
Private owned renovated & luxurious
suite: 2 rooms, 55sqm plus balconies,
high floor, sunny, partially furnished.
Features master bedroom suite, spacious
living room, two bathrooms. Parquet
flooring, double glazing, and fully
equipped kitchen. Full hotel services:
Shabbat elevator, water, electricity,
cleaning and maintenance, swimming
pool, chef restaurant, and more. Quiet
yet central location, near the light rail,
synagogues, shopping centers, easy
access out of the city. Excellent deal!
Exclusive! Liora 055-4578978

IN CLASSIC ARNONA
7-room bi-level penthouse, green
surroundings, quiet, spacious, 194sqm,
huge sukkah terrace, private elevator &
closed parking. Near American embassy,

Ramat Rachel country club,

quality schools & more. Exclusive!
Anita 055-4549429

IN DESIRABLE GIVAT CANADA (GILO)

Must see! Rare & beautiful 4.5-room

garden apt., huge 250sqm garden facing

panoramic view, green surroundings,

private storage, enlargement potential,

quality community. Exclusive!
Galit 055-4549464

OLD KATAMON, ELROI ST.

4 rooms, high floor, Shabbat elevator,
panoramic view, quiet & central,

fully accessible, near synagogues,
shops & cafes, schools & culture.
Exclusive! Matan 055-4549479

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem

0778038511

( . Amechaye
- where we fully recharge
Our Mind, Body & soul

Health & Detox experience %

A Life-Changing

NIR ETZION RESORT

Days of health

For the Body & Soul

Discover the perfect balnace
between physical and spirtual health
through interactive workshops
and delicious, nutrition meals
all designed to leave you feeling

truly refreshed

Health is not the absence
of iliness but the restoration of
balance in the body and soul

The body is designed to heal
when we stop interfering
with its natural wisdom

Dr. Rachel Shapira — Lecture Topic
“Cancer Is Mot Cured — Cancer Is Prevented”

Sovan & Yedidya
Rahay Mer

Dv. Rachel Shapira
Cancer Ressarcher

Dy Fisher
Live Concert

31/5 - 4/6 2026

Early Registration Gift
Free Nutrition Consultation
Garden Room Upgrade by April 30th

FOR MORE INFORMATIONREGISTRATION

WWW.AMCHAYE.COM | 055-2119918
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‘ Bone grafts or sinus lifts | Cutting and stitching | Months without teeth | Not enough bone
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“Rei§hit
Tz’mlcl}at
Ge’ulateinu”

On this special Shabbat, a day when we are
privileged to read two parshot and to mark the
Rosh Chodesh of Iyar, we find much material
to discuss regarding both of the Torah portions
and concerning the significance of the month.
However, I have decided to “pass over” these
opportunities, favoring, instead, the chance to
focus on the holiday that is NEVER observed on
Shabbat - but IS celebrated this week. It is for
this reason, that I begin this article by sending
the warmest “MAZAL TOV” wishes to all who
will be rejoicing on the 78th Yom Ha’Atzma’ut
of the State of Israel this coming week!!!

And it is for the same reason that my
message this week will focus on the
“non-Shabbat” haftarah, the haftarah of Yom
Ha”Atzma’ut.

In 1949, the first year after the establish-
ment of the State of Israel, the Rabbanut insti-
tuted the reading of the eleventh and twelfth
p’rakim of Sefer Yishayahu for the haftarah

Mazal Tov to
Yoni Pronman and
. EstherK. Rothschild
P4  ontheir marriage
LN

W, B 4
v |

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

of Yom Ha’atzma’ut. They chose this specific
selection, as its depiction of the Messianic Era
is one that is unparalleled in all of Tanach.
Clearly, the Rabbis of the last generation saw
the establishment of a Jewish State as nothing
less than “Reishit Tz’'michat Ge’ulateinu” —
“the first flowering of our redemption.”

Yeshayahu’s vision of an idyllic world that
is portrayed in these p’rakim - its picture of
a peaceful world realized through the lead-
ership of a king from the Davidic dynasty
- may not be yet reached, but throughout
those years of struggle, Jews remained confi-
dent that G-d’s promise would, ultimately, be
fulfilled. This prophetic vision includes the
establishment of a just and righteous society,
one inspired by a divine spirit of wisdom and
understanding and by a leader who would
judge the destitute with righteousness and
who would strike down wickedness. And
when Yishayahu paints the portrait of a
world where natural enemies - the wolf and
the lamb, the leopard and the kid - would live
in peace, we understood all too well that the
ultimate goal and the ultimate blessing would
be that of peace.

However..., the haftarah does NOT begin
with the depiction of this idyllic world! It
actually begins with the last three verses of
the tenth perek, a chapter in which the navi
relates the many misdeeds and failings that
Israel committed during the era of the first
Bet HaMikdash. In fact, these final verses
that open the haftarah, begin, quite poetical-
ly, with a portrayal of Sancheriv’s victorious
march through the Judean cities that he had
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conquered!!!! The opening words, “Od hayom
b’Nov la’amod”, describe the powerful Assyr-
ian army standing at the outskirts of Yerusha-
layim (Nov), with her general contemptuously
waving his hand over the Holy City and boast-
ing of his inevitable victory!!!

Given this truth, why would our scholars
celebrate the “Reishit Tz’michat Ge’ulateinu”,
by opening Yeshayahu’s wonderful prophet-
ic description of Y’'mot HaMashiach with
the frightening depiction of the enemy’s
victory???

Actually, our Rabbis had good reason to do so.

The Rabbanut understood well that this
portrayal clearly reflected the widespread
attitude of the Arab enemy in 1948, boasting-
contemptuously “waving their hand”- that
they would soon push the outnumbered and
ill-equipped Jews into the sea. Our scholars rec-
ognized how well the second and third verses
of the haftarah reflected the miracles of 1948,
in which Yishayahu prophesies how Hashem
will bring down the haughty enemy and crush
those who hoped to destroy G-d’s nation. It is
for this reason, that the ancient Tana’itic schol-
ars established the reading of this haftarah on
the eighth day of Pesach - for they also saw
this nevw’ah as a fitting message for the final
day of Chag HaGe’ulah! And Israel’s Gedolei
HaRabbanim of 1948-9 saw, too, the very same
message.

The eighth day of Pesach is seen as a Chag
HaGe’ulah for Jews in the Diaspora...but
today, the fifth day of Iyar must be regarded
as the Chag HaGe’ulah for ALL Jews around
the world.

It is, after all, “Reishit Tz’michat
Ge’ulateinu”! |

Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:

https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

NAFTALI HAMMER

REAL ESTATE AGENT AND PROPERTY MANAGER

BUY * SELL * RENT * MANAGE
ﬁaﬂHON‘AIH * JERUSALEM * MODI'IN * NETANYA

Beautiful 4 rm apt, 114
sgm. 3.5 bath, 23 sgm
Sukkah balcony, parking
+ storage space. MOVE-
IN READY! 9.3 MIL NIS

New Construction: 4 rm apt
148 sgm . 34 sqm Sukkah
balcony. 2 parking spots +
Storage Space.

10 MIL NIS

New Construction: 3rm
apt 82 sgm. 2 bath, 9.5
sgm Sukkah. Parking +
Storage. 15% now/85% at
completion. 3.42 MIL NIS

New Construction. 7rm Duplex
PH apt. 197 sgm plus 44 sgm
Sukkah Balcony. 12.1 MIL NIS

FOR
R

130sgm-5 rm apt. 3™ floor walk-
up. 3.5 Bath, parking + 3 Sukkah
Balconies, 11,500 NIS/Month

Dimri Towers

5rm 150 sgm apt, 2.5 bath
Enclosed porch. 2 Parking
spots + Storage.

3.850 MIL NIS.

Private Homes For Sale
Starting at: 5.3 MIL NIS
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He calls out “Impure, impure” (Vayikra
13:45)

The individual inflicted with tzara’at calls
out that he is impure. Rashi explains that
he does so to inform others, so that they
will stay away and avoid becoming impure
themselves.

However, the Gemara suggests a more
sensitive reason for this announcement. It
teaches:

(MR Y2IN) 10 YIMPD PYNY PR RINM
>J O°)AN2 NIYIL XNYWA DIIRI M0 XIj°02
NINIDT PN XIjP°D2 1IPI0 KON PN WInyHT 2N
AN POY WD WK IPIPDT 2N 0D TaYR
WPIND PINT K> RNV RNV 72,2 RIPNINTD
NN YOV WP 02N D270 1YY
“A tree that sheds its fruit prematurely is

FEELING LOST IN
YOUR 0B SEARCH?
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Y. 058-626-1990
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painted and marked with stones. Loading it
with stones weakens it physically—but why
paint it red? So that people will see the tree and
pray for its recovery. Similarly, the metzora
calls out Impure, impure.” He must announce
his suffering to the masses, so that they will
pray for mercy on his behalf” (Shabbat 67a;
Vayikra 13:45).

The Gemara draws a parallel: the red-paint-
ed tree is like the metzora. Both are marked
so that others recognize their condition and
respond with compassion and prayer.

At first glance, the comparison seems sur-
prising. A metzora suffers tremendously: he
is removed from all three camps, separated
from family and work, and his life is turned
upsidedown. The owner of a sick tree, by
contrast, may have many orchards, and one
unfruitful tree may barely impact him. How
can Chazal equate these two situations—one
human suffering, one agricultural—both
requiring public recognition to elicit mercy?

Rav Chaim Friedlander (Sifte Chaim) offers
a profound insight: we are not to measure
another’s suffering to determine wheth-
er it “deserves” our sympathy. There is no
barometer that gauges how much pain merits
compassion. Every act of suffering, no matter
how severe or how mild, is deserving of our
care, attention, and prayer.

This principle is reflected in countless sto-
ries of the gedolim, who wept at the pain of
others. The Chafetz Chaim, for example, is
said to have cried when he heard of an ill per-
son in another town whom he had never met.
The intensity of the suffering was enough;



he did not question whether it was “serious
enough” to merit tears.

In recent years, many families have expe-
rienced loss, illness, or injury. We have wit-
nessed firsthand the fragility of life and the
weight of human suffering. The lesson from
the metzora and the sick tree is clear: we
are called to respond with empathy, to offer
assistance, and to pray wholeheartedly for the
recovery and healing of those in pain.

Perhaps the deepest teaching here is this:
sympathy is not a privilege, but rather a
responsibility.

Just as the red-painted tree signals the com-
munity to pray, and the metzora calls out to
awaken compassion, so too every human in
pain calls upon us—not with words, but with
the reality of their suffering. We are charged
to notice, to respond, and to act.

There is no threshold for empathy. No lit-
mus test to determine who “deserves” our
care. Every tear, every cry, every hidden
wound matters. Every prayer we offer can
help heal, every act of kindness can restore,
and every moment we choose compassion
can transform isolation into belonging.

May we merit to be people who see suffer-
ing and do not hesitate. Who respond, who
pray, and who bring comfort—whether the
pain is great or small. Just as Chazal teach,
every life, every struggle, every “tree” in our
midst deserves our heartfelt attention.

Let us open our hearts, extend our hands,
and allow mercy to flow freely so that we can
be living conduits of healing, hope, and love.
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Potent Prayer

“Tamei hu badad yeisheiv mi’chutz lam-
achaneh moshavo—He is unclean; he shall
dwell isolated; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.” (Vayikral3;46) The metzora must
call out “Tamei tamei— Unclean! Unclean!” to
anyone who passes by. The Gemara Shabbat
explains that this declaration was meant to
inform people of his condition so that they
could pray for him and his recovery. We can
learn two primary lessons here, one that per-
tains to the leper, and one that is meant for
those who are called upon to pray for him.

Rav Moshe Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe
asks why is the tefillah of others so important
here? Usually, we find that the tefillah of a
sick person is preferable. Would it not be suf-
ficient for the metzora to pray for himself? His
answer is based on the Zohar Hakadosh that
translates metzora as mesugar— closed off; his
tefillot are closed, i.e., they are prevented from
ascending upwards. As a result, the metzora is
in need of the tefillot of others; he is not only
distanced from others, but also from Above.

Rav Shimshon Pincus zt”1 in Tiferet Shimshon
emphasizes the importance of davening for
other people. He notes that it is a natural reac-
tion when seeing another in pain or in need
of help to do what he can to ease his distress.
Even if we don’t have the financial where-
withal to help others, we can always daven
to Hashem on behalf of another. The Gemara
teaches that one can ask for mercy on behalf

REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

7./ FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

of his friend, and of he does not, he is called
a sinner. This is so because either one doesn’t
believe in the power of tefillah, or he is callous
towards his friends. Rav Pincus notes that if
one ever sees or hears a message of someone
who is sick, it is appropriate to say a chapter of
Tehillim even if the person is unknown to him.

We find an example that illustrates the
power of tefillah in the case of the Ir Miklat.
A person who accidentally kills another must
dwell in the city of refuge until the Kohen
Gadol dies. The Levush explains the reasoning
behind this. Those living in this city will most
likely pray for the Kohen Gadol’s death so they
can go free. The Kohen Gadol is deserving of
such tefillot against him, since he did not suf-
ficiently pray that accidental murders would
not take place. This mandate to daven for the
Klal is placed on all those who are responsible
for the welfare of others.

Rav Pincus adds that when one sees a hand-
icapped person, or any other person who is
in need it is appropriate to say a prayer for
them. This includes those who need spiritual
salvation as well.

The call of the metzora is a timeless one,
reverberating throughout and awakening
us to feel the pain of another. We can each
respond to that pain by imploring Hashem
for their salvation and do our part to ease the
suffering and anguish of another. m

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

Just two weeks ago on the Layl HaSeder, we
recalled- Baruch Shomeir Havtachato L’Yisra-
el- Blessed is He who has kept his promise to
the Jewish People.

So much has happened in the days since
we sat on the Seder night—so many trips to
our safe spaces, much uncertainty—yet we
have suddenly begun to attempt to return
to our daily routines. How exactly are we to
comprehend the dizzying transition from the
stress of war to regular daily life? How might
we appreciate this passage from the Haga-
da- that Hashem has kept His promise to the
Jewish People?

The saintly Rabbi Yissacher Shlomo Teich-
tel, zy’a hy’d, in his incredible moving work
Eim HaBanim Smeicha, wrote of the fulfill-
ment of promises that have begun to unfold
with the return of the Jewish People to Eretz
Yisrael.

Rav Abba said. There is no clearer sign of
Mashiach, than when the verse (Yechezkel 36:8)
is fulfilled: Mountains of Israel will give forth
their fruit to My People, Israel. (Sanhedrin 98a)
Our Jewish brothers came to the land and built
cities, villages, gardens and orchards. They
transformed great expanses of disease infested
swamps into fertile lush fields. They sacrificed
themselves to build the land. This must be the
work of Hashem and a sign that our salvation
is soon to come! This is without doubt the
beginning of redemption...

As we look ahead and begin to prepare
to celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut in the com-
ing week, I thought it might be meaning-
ful to share an insight from a great Torah

personality from the early years of Medinat
Yisrael.

One of the great religious personalities
of the pre-state Yishuv and early years of
Medinat Yisrael, was the Ohalei Yaakov of
Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yaakov Friedman, zt’l,
the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a. The Rebbe of
Husiyatin, was fortunate to make aliya from
Poland, just ahead of the Nazi onslaught, set-
tling in Tel Aviv in 1938, where he lived until
his passing in 1954. Within the Rebbe’s beau-
tiful teachings we not only find depth and
inspiration, but are often given a glimpse of
this very challenging period in Jewish History.

One particularly poignant message that
Ohalei Yaakov shared was a sermon for the
Shabbat of Parshat Ki Tavo in 1952. The sedra
opens with these words:

V’haya Ki Tavo El Haaretz-And it shall be
when you arrive upon the Land...

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh, in his com-
ments on this verse explains : V’haya-Lashon
Simcha. Our arrival to the Land of Israel is
something to celebrate and rejoice over!

The Rebbe of Husiyatin, asked regarding this
insight of the Ohr HaChaim:

When we look at the reality and spiritual
circumstances here in Eretz Yisrael today(in
1952), one can’t help but ask-how are we to
rejoice? Yes, indeed we have merited to receive
the gift of Medinat Yisrael, and for the begin-
ning of the ingathering of the Exiles, but how
can we rejoice when we look at the lack of
spirituality which seems rampant among us. I
do not wish to pass judgment, Chas V’Shalom,
rather our way is always to find merit and
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see the good. There are three reasons for the
spiritual malaise which is so worrisome and
a cause for deep concern. 1. A portion of our
people have received a poor education 2. A
portion of our people live in difficult conditions
and circumstances, abject poverty 3. The Shoah
which nearly decimated our people, and left so
many broken physically and despondent emo-
tionally and spiritually, from which we have yet
to recover.

However, there is no room for despair! The
Torah has already promised us that indeed
the Jewish People will return to the ways of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu-V’Shavta Ad Hashem
Elokecha.

This Spiritual Renewal will not come from
any other place, except for here in Eretz Yisrael.
The Spiritual Renewal of Am Yisrael will
indeed come forth from this Center of Jew-
ish Life we are building now here in Eretz
Yisrael....”

Baruch Hashem, in the seventy four years
since the Rebbe shared this powerful mes-
sage,Torah learning and Jewish commitment,
and ritual observance here in Eretz Yisrael
has indeed grown exponentially. Baruch Sho-
meir Havtachato L’Yisrael- Blessed is He who
has kept his promise to the Jewish People.

These past many months have been dif-
ficult,challenging and at times painful for
the Jewish people. Rav Kook zy’a, offered a

A true American-style clinic in Modiin.

English-5peaking

BOOK NOW TO EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE.

beautiful insight which I think helps to con-
textualize this challenging period against the
backdrop of the bigger picture here in Artze-
inu Hakedosha.

All the bitter circumstances, physical and
spiritual, which have affected the Holy Land
will not overcome it. Just as no physical
destruction can destroy our love for the beloved
land, so can no spiritual desolation reduce our
holy and profound love of that land of life.The
deep connection between the soul of the Jew
and Zion, with all that takes place there, stands
firm forever.

Yehi Ratzon,as we look ahead to Yom
Ha'atzmaut, may we indeed merit to witness
the fulfillment of Hashem’s promise to the
Jewish People, to see continued spiritual trans-
formation taking root here in our sacred land,
and may we experience in the days ahead, the
redemption and transformation of the entire
world, which will flow forth from Artzeinu
HaKedosha.....

Moadim Lisimcha Legeula Shleima!m

Shabbat afternoon
Parshat HaShavua Shiur
Given by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
At Beit Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Rechov Washington at 5:30pm
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X 'MIY N2 REGIONAL CEMETERY
OR = |THV B GUSH ETZION - EFRAT

Burial Plots
in Gush Etzion

vilable for non-lsraell residentsin 1§
the Gush Etzion Regional Cemetery -

a historic, serene and accessible site
only 25 minutes from Jerusalem.

Affordable Price
Limited Availability

= Rabbi Rafi Ostroff: +972-52-4317477
= rafi@gush-etzion.orgil
m gushetzioncemeteryorg
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Two Countries For Sale in Efrat
. Zayit:
Two Wills : _ 2,590,000 NIS
s o Zayit:
One - 2.125.000 NIS
. Zayit:
1,915,000 NIS

Dagan:
3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
3.19 M
! Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
@ 054-398-4380 ; For Sale in Elazar

Avrum@lop-llc.com 220000

HAS YOUR DISEASE BEEN IMPACTED BY THE WAR IN ISRAEL?
Are the symptoms of your Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis worse now?

I WANT TO HELP AND AM OFFERING 50% OFF
FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY THE WAR - FOR APRIL ONLY!
Take back control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you Regain energy = Feelin control again
[T} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
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PN\ BADERECH

o ; RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

Rav Shlomo Wolbe zt], the renowned Mash-
giach and author of the classic Alei Shur, was
one of the great educators, thinkers and Torah
personalities of our generation.

A yeshiva student came to Rav Wolbe and
asked for advice and guidance in dealing
with the challenge of shemiras ha-lashon
and refraining from lashon hara. The Gadol
acknowledged him warmly, but remained
immersed in his studies. A group of talmidim
gathered around, awaiting his response, spec-
ulating on what it might be. Would the Mash-
giach suggest that the student set an extra dai-
ly seder learning the laws of proper speech?
Would he recommend adding a special tefilah
prayer for success in that area, or perhaps
advise him to refrain from speaking for a spe-
cific time period and conduct a taanis dibbur?

The wise Mashgiach finally lifted his head,
and in the sweetest of tones, said, “Make
sure to perform three acts of kindness, and
to share a good word, a compliment or word

DREAM HOME
@ ELECTRICAL {@} INSTALLATION @ PLUMBING
CARPENTRY @ PAINTING % REPAIRS

© AVRAHAM :058-7997833 o JERUSALEM & SURRONDING AREAS

of encouragement with someone you meet,
every day.’

Our sedra (Tazria) introduces the prohibi-
tion of lashon hara, the consequence of which
would be tzaraas, a spiritual ‘leprosy’, result-
ing in exile from the community, being forced
to leave the encampment of the Jewish People
and remain outside, isolated and alone.

“ And Hashem formed man, dust from the
earth, “D”n NNW1 o1 ND” - He blew into him
the soul of life,” and man became a nefesh
chayah, a “living spirit”(Bereishis 2:7). Targum
Onkelos provides a literal translation of the
Torah, here defining man as ruach memale-
lah, “a spirit that speaks”. Speech expresses
our Divine root, and enables us to connect
with others and with Hashem. Shemiras
ha-lashon in its fullest sense is fulfilling the
deepest potential of the faculty of speech, and
it is rooted in our awareness that we are all
created b’tzelem Elokim, in the image of G-d.

Elevating our speech and speaking posi-
tively about others hinges on the mitzvah of
V’ahavta lereyacha kamocha, the command-
ment to “love your fellow as yourself.” When
we express hurtful or damaging words,
embarrassing or being dismissive of others,
we act in a way which undermines the tzelem
Elokim, their Divine soul, and ours as well.

A person who has contracted tzaraas, a
metzorah, was motzi ra, ‘finding’ or ‘deriving’
ra, the negative in someone else. He fell prey
to the gravitational pull to point out what is
lacking in his vision of another.

Rav Matisyahu Solomon zt’], the Mashgiach
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of Beis Medrash Gavoha in Lakewood, points
out, “We have all heard a thousand times that
the Temple was destroyed because of sinas
chinam, baseless hatred, and we have received
countless reminders through the words of the
Chafetz Chaim, that if we would stop speaking
lashon hara we would be redeemed. And yet,
somehow, we have failed to internalize the
message!” In Sefer Matnas Chayim, Rav Solo-
mon reveals the root of our failure to maintain
holy, elevated speech: a lack of faith in our-
selves. Faith in ourselves is essential, because
when we feel good about ourselves and are
confident with our own stature, we can recog-
nize the value and good in others as well.

To strongly harness the power of speech, how-
ever, we still must realize that our words leave a
mark in this world and in the world Above. We
have an awesome potential to build or destroy,
to draw close or chalilah, create distance. The
gift of speech represents the infinite trust that
Hashem has in us, and in creating us in His
image. Knowing that every word we speak actu-
alizes the nishmas chayim that we were imbued
with in our creation is a powerful starting point
for maintaining dignified speech.

Perhaps this is the underlying message in Rav
Wolbe’s advice: Acharei ha-peulos nimshach
ha-levavos, “One’s heart is drawn after their
actions.” By doing good, we imbue our internal

nﬁ%ﬁ‘)u f

Yn mmen yu % ‘-‘,:‘:‘ Meir
077-2050015
052-2678749 S

golanechasim@gmail.com \ )

REHAVIA: 4-room apartment, large terrace,

great view, elevator, bright, parking, 5,600,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4-room apartment, 88m, ceiling height
5.3m, Shabbat elevator, balcony, 4,850,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Selection of 4-5 room apartments
and stunning penthouses in a brand-new project,
high-end finish

experience with goodness, and we feel positivity
toward those whom we assist. More and more
do we trust the fact that we are generous, kind
and capable of benefiting others, and this in
turn influences us to see others as generous,
kind and capable. We reveal to ourselves our
own tzelem Elokim, and that of others, and
begin to live in a Divine, redeemed world.

May we grab the opportunity and internal-
ize the inner message of our sedra, and com-
mit ourselves to add even just three deliberate
acts of kindness or encouraging words to those
around us. Someone out there on our contacts
list - or someone at home we’ve been spend-
ing lots of time with over the Yamim Tovim -
is waiting for a good word. Virtually, on the
phone or in writing, there is always a way to
share something positive, loving and human.

And may the promise of the Chofetz Chayim
be fulfilled in our time.

"MIWI 11 [1022Y W-ewensohn Raz & Co.

[0 [T 21V TIWN

Real Estate
Transactions

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Law Offices & Notary

‘l.

Tama 38 and Renovation

Moshe Raz,

Construction Projects
Adv. & Notary

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | 02-6731000 | 054-6380149 | office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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| Grade6 Filling Fast! |
| Grade7 filling Fast! |

Grade 8 Waitlist!
| Grade9 Filling Fast! |

Sign up now!
WWW.CC]mde'OF.COIT'I

Girls’ Campus

| Grade5

| Grades Filling Fast! |
| Grade7 filling Fast!|
| Grades Fillng fast! |
| Grades Waitlist! |
| Grade10 Filling Fast! |

Dror b'Ktana Spots still available on
both campuses

Ay questions? Conbact Cindy
Campdror@ousrael org +972502022085

This Week's Inspirationa

Men’s Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

7 Hartum Street,

2nd Floor

SPECIAL EVENT:

9:15 AM -1:00 PM

Beit Shemesh Rosh Chodesh
lyar Women's Seminar

at Kehillat Menorat Hamaor

The Bais (for Men|

Semichat Chaver Program
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak
Keren Hayesod 5t.

*The schedule is subject to change

Subscribe to our OU Israel
Whatsapp Community for all
information related to OU Israel
classes and programs, including
last minute schedule changes
and updates, by scanning

the QR Code abave.

THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY




| Torah Learning with OU Israel () g

maw

UESDAY 0U Israel is supported by the lewish
APR 21 Federation of Broward County

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin 5t. Rechavia

9:15AM Torah Tapestries with Mrs Shira Smiles

YOM
HA'ZIKARO

Community Beit Midrash
in Baka will not meet

Special Tekes Maavar/
Yom HaZikaron Commemoration
Followed by an Uplifting

MUSICAL
TEFILA

Celebrate Leil Yom HaAtzmaut with OU Israel

with Rabbi Shlomo Katz,
Mara D’Atra of Kehilat Shirat David, Efrat

TUE I APR 21/ | 6:30 PM
18:30 [112N°T | VIV DI




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

92:15 AM

Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn
No Classes

10:30AM

Parshat HaShavua

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
[the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

PLEASE NOTE: ALL PROGRAMS
AND CLASSES WILL OPERATE
STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE
WITH HOME FRONT COMMAND
GUIDELINES. PLEASE SCAN THE
ATTACHED QR CODE TO JOIN
OUR WHATSAPP GROUPS FOR
ALL SCHEDULE UPDATES.




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026
academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"I
771 ,0{727 N2'VI VNN DNNAN 2 7TID DNID
'7°T,'7TIN DINIL AT AN N2 AR DY

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic
year by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist 2”’I
'7°T IN'7T N2 XN'O VaW'7IX

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNWa 77
‘707 N7 2 2'7TI 2"V N'TINA N NN

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”I
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

054-281-4604 or to donate online:
https:w

w.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nNW1 17197
'7°T AN'7W [2 210 DWI 2’V DNNAN N2 DD

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
I'ilui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”|
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe 2”1
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”’h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

0
THANKYOU

- Sponsor A shiur / Torah Tdblts

please contact

Josh Churney:
054-281-4604

or donate online
https://www.ouisrael.or
donate/ou-israel-center
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BRING THE MOTHER-DAUGHTER
SHAVUOT PROGRAM TO YOUR COMMUNITY!

Mother-Daughter Kahoot

Mini-Shiur Art Project

Chavruta Learning Competition

([
Join the many communities participating in this (]
incredible program during the week of May 10!

How It Works:

Choose a date during the week of Jan. 18
You provide the venue and facilitator

We provide the source material and art

supplies. J-! £

o AT

Wednesday

April 29 i Mishkan Shilo
H ! Nachal Ein Gedi 37

IN HONOR OF CHAYELEI
TZAHAL
Rav Judah Mischel

Paper Cutting Workshop
Create beautiful papercut artwork
to display in your home
Free Admission! Registration required:
www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-ym-bs2026
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SH[ISHMIA JUDELMAN RABBI AVI BERMAN RABBI MBSHE LICHTMAN SARA ZIMBALIST
The Flame of Iyar: Between Yom HaAtzmaut 5786 My Son: My Hero
Lag B'Omer Mermory and Hope No Doubt About It! and His Legacy

Sunday, April 19 Kehillat Menorat Hamaor 50 MIS,
2:16 am = 1:00 prm Machal Maor 6 Brunch will be served

éﬁws mﬁt gaa[

Prepare for Yom Yerushalayim with a Special
Twilight OId City Walk with Rabbi Sam Shor

SUNDAY MAY 10, 6:15 PM

Register at:
ouisraelorg/events/iyar20268s

Meet at the #38 Bus Stop inside the main parking lot
of Jewish Quarter at 6pm
50 NIS per person-Limited Spaces-RSVP's Required

Register with the link provided:
www.ouisrael.org/events/stones-with-soul-yom-

yerushalayim/

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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Sunday, April 26 | Matnas Baka
8:15 PM | Yissachar St 3

Yerushalayim: A Tale of Two Cities
Rabbi Anthony Manning

Create beautiful

papercut artwork to

display in your home

FREE EVENT! Registration Mandatory
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/nextgen-ym2026

“Turning ?espair . -t"' — e o o= e fy
into Hope \ Y THE APPLIANCE =
www.yeshezra.org rTreinsde ,ﬂ- DOCTOR X
_ Director: Menachem Persoff a SHLOMO ROSHGADOL ﬁ
B-558-26
Thanks to all the kind contributors ! A:Sb f: a"z ;dol -ﬁ\
to our Pesach campaign, rands, all modeks
who helped ensure our clients ‘U. In Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh ‘
had food on their Seder tables. and everywhere in between.
Service within 24 hours.
Website: www.yeshezra.org &_, 3 i ;‘"5 J_
Bank Transfer: Mercantile (17),

Branch 642, A/C 79747843 = 1
(Call Sara with ID for tax break) b/\ Flying Soon? N
Checks: “Yesh Ezra,” POB 31476, Travel with Confidence ll==J

Romqma, Jerusalem 1UniTravel - Medical Insurance ‘*‘\"A
Credit Card: at great prices Choose from multiple options
?Sﬁlv—vgﬁggg‘ﬁ%) 1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
Donate with: JGiveQ 1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide

Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

*Tax benefit available for donations according
to section 46a of the Israeli tax code

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff

050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com
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New project

under
development

In the heart of Greater Baka

A luxury pro]eCt that Close to shopping centers, cafes, green
guaarantees a hlgh quahty spaces, and easy access to the light rail

: : : A boutique building with a variety of
of life alopg v.\njch vibrant s oyl
community thng- Occupancy by the 2027 Tishrei Holidays

For more details on this project or
other properties, give us a call

-Univue-  (OriRaz

2matry Solutions Orli.Lirazl@gmail.com

058-4010777 050-7243735

& PREMIUM
MOVING

PREMIUM MOVING

.l -

pREM PREMIUM MOVING AND STORAGE
wo  053-7272-815

premiummoving.co.il
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Yom Ha’atzmaut:
Recognizing Redemption

Chazal understood that redemption does
not arrive all at once. It unfolds in stag-
es. To describe this, they, in the Yerushal-
mi (Yoma), compared geulah to sunrise.
At the first light of dawn, the world is still
dark. A faint streak appears on the horizon.
Slowly, the light expands. Darkness begins
to recede. Only later does the full day arrive.
Sunrise does not happen all at once, and nei-
ther does geulah.

In 1947, when the United Nations voted to
grant a foothold in Eretz Yisrael to the Jewish
people, many Rabbanim opposed it. This fell
far short of the redemptive vision we carry. It
did not resemble the geulah we had imagined.

The Gerer Rebbe responded by citing this
Yerushalmi, which compares redemption to
sunrise and teaches that it unfolds -p xyp
Ry, slowly and gradually.

CONSTRUCTION

Chazal offered a second metaphor to
describe the slow, staged nature of redemp-
tion. They compared geulah to a construction
project, which unfolds over time and is never
completed in a single moment.

This image of a construction process rein-
forces the gradual nature of redemption
already implicit in the sunrise metaphor.
However, it reminds us of something addition-
al. A sunrise doesn’t build one stage upon the

next. It is a naturally occurring event which
just takes time. A construction project is dif-
ferent. Each row of bricks which is laid serves
as the foundation for future laying of bricks.
It isn’t just gradual but incremental. One row
forms the foundation for the next row. One
moment serves as the platform for the next,
which may come several months or even
years into the future.

This framework helps us read our current
moment. We have been involved in a gruel-
ing war over the past two and a half years
since our enemies attacked us on October
7th. There have been periods of intense fight-
ing followed by interludes of relative calm.
During the latest round of the war with Iran,
our home front was severely challenged by
a completely disrupted routine. Schools and
workplaces shut down as the entire country
ground to a halt for six weeks. As I write this,
there is a ceasefire, and many are left won-
dering whether we have emerged victorious.
Instead of searching for definitive victories,
it is important to remember that we are still
involved in a very long process with multiple
stages and layers.

Jewish history has unfolded this way before.
It took numerous rounds for Ezra and the Jew-
ish people to finally return after our first exile
of 70 years. It is difficult to determine how
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long it will take for us to fully return after an
exile of close to 2000 years.

Seen within that larger process, as we cel-
ebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut, think back to how
much we have accomplished since 5 Iyar
1948. Think of how we stabilized our nation
against existential threats, how we emerged
as a country with economic, military and dip-
lomatic strength, and how Israel transformed
from an experiment in the desert into the epi-
center of Jewish life and the anchor of Jewish
identity across the world.

Do not allow the complex war of the past
three years to narrow our vision and ignore
the immeasurable and spectacular gains of
the past 78 years.

As much as the past two and a half years
are a continuation of 1948, they are signifi-
cantly different. Religious Jews see redemp-
tion even when events do not appear to be
religiously driven or oriented toward redemp-
tion. We know that sometimes redemption
comes masked in geopolitics, just as it did in
Mitzrayim.

Our redemption in 1948 advanced under
the mask of secular movements. The state was
founded by secular Jews deeply influenced by
a Marxist socialist agenda of creating an eco-
nomically egalitarian society. Moreover, they
advanced an anti-religious mission to rid Jews
of their religious past and of the helplessness
which had characterized the terrible years of
exile. Out of this new state would be born a
new Jew, powerful and brave, able to till his
own land, create a democratic socialist soci-
ety, and able to defend our sovereign home-
land. The choices of 1948 weren’t patently
religious. Religious people are able to listen
to the subtext, and we all knew that this

Erry
Highest Prices m Paid
Member

Flawless
Service
25 years+ Club

Diamond

WANTED

Diamonds, Gems, Precious Stones, Jade, Carvings,
Fine Mineral Specimens, Etc.

#k* Alan Sussman, “The Collector” *#*

052-854-4504

Please call live, Text message or WhatsApp

was a harbinger of redemption. The door to
redemption had begun to crack open, even if
the echoes didn’t feel religious.

Not only was the founding of the state driven
by largely secular goals, but our opposition did
not present itself in religious tones. The Arab
world, fevered with Arab nationalism, sought
to establish a pan-Arab state stretching from
Turkey all the way south to the African con-
tinent and east to the Gulf states. The Jewish
state of Israel was seen as a thorn inserted into
the pan-Arab dream. The founding fathers
of the State of Israel didn’t speak in religious
terms, and neither did our sworn enemies.

Much has changed in the 78 years since.
The State of Israel isn’t yet fully religious in a
halachically observant manner. We still wait
and hope for that day. However, the coun-
try has become deeply spiritual and deeply
committed to the prophetic destiny Hashem
promised us in the Land. Likewise, our ene-
mies are primarily Islamic fundamentalists
who speak in the name of an angry god who
doesn’t exist. It is clearer now than in 1948
that the battle isn’t geopolitical or territorial
or a war of rival nationalities. It is a religious
war between the people to whom this Land
was promised and those who cannot stand
to allow Hashem into this world. It is a battle
over the presence of Hashem in this world.
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It is a struggle between a culture which cel-
ebrates death and suffering and a culture
which cherishes life and the dignity of the
human condition. It is much easier now than
in 1948 to pick up the whiff of redemption.
CULTURE WARS

That religious dimension does not remain
confined to the battlefield. Something else
has emerged over the past two and a half
years. The struggle over our ancient home-
land, over the land of Hashem, has been
fused with the general culture wars which
have been swirling across Western society for
the past few decades. It is jarring to witness
hyper-liberal movements dedicated to the fall
of Western institutions also be so adamantly
and violently opposed to the Jewish state. This
strange alliance can be explained through
many socio-political theories, but for religious
people this tethering comes as no surprise.
Yerushalayim is at the heart of human expe-
rience, and our history drives human history.
If general culture is broken, it is obvious that
the solution must come from Yerushalayim.

THE BATTLE FOR TRUTH

Beyond any particular values, at the heart
of this culture war is a battle to protect truth
in our world. As always, truth has been
warped and weaponized, as the Jewish state
and Jews around the world have been accused
of every crime imaginable to modern man.

Cheap movers create
expensive problems. 8 _
= e

e = T
i
On The Move "

i

Moving, without the moving problems. |
054-736-9550

This isn’t new, as libels and discrimination
have always cast us as the root of all evil.

The recent wars with Iran highlighted even
more how much this battle isn’t only about
land, but about truth and the presence of an
absolute truth as reflected by our Creator.
Civilization has developed exquisite tools to
exchange information. It has also begun to use
those tools to distort truth. Social media has
empowered individuals or minority actors to
simulate broad public opinion through bots
which mimic human voices. As we surge into
the era of AI, we are more delicately hanging
on the precipice between truth and falsehood.
Al can generate images and videos that are
fabricated. This will become a major cultural
challenge for our future, to learn to discern
truth from falsehood.

For us, truth is not only factual. It is divine.
Hashem is the ultimate truth, and the prop-
agation of falsehood pushes Him from this
world.

This war was fought between countries
committed to truth and fact and those which
fabricated facts to create false narratives
of success. As Iran was suffering battering
defeats across many fronts, they continued
to publish fake images and videos depicting
destruction in Israel. They shut off the inter-
net to control information and to shape the
narrative. Aside from the strategic and logisti-
cal issues behind this manipulation, it reflects
a society committed to false narratives rather
than to transparency and truth.

At its core, this is a further effort to silence
Hashem from this world. As Dovid HaMelech
writes in Tehilim (0”0 779), only those who
speak truth can encounter Hashem:

WTP N2 NI ) PRI MY N0 N
12272 IR 11T PN H¥19) DN 0N
“Hashem, who may dwell in Your tent, who
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may reside on Your holy mountain? One who -

walks with integrity, acts with righteousness, 3 é

and speaks truth in his heart.” (Tehilim 15) 'J'} | !\ ) j f 1. 3 i}
We are trying to bring the full presence s by i

of Hashem into this world. When Hashem v' \ OuR DEAR

appears, all brokers of falsehood and lies will IMmMA

fade, and the truth of Hashem’s presence will NEEDS A

turn hearts back to truth, back to morality,
and back to appreciating and clarifying the
role of the people of Hashem who are meant

to reside in Yerushalayim. C AN YOU HEeLpP
SAVE HER LIFE?

KIDNEY
TRANSPLANT

=
Lt Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption,
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood,

Kidney donations are through Matnat Chaim organization.
Eligibility for men above 27 years of a%e and women who
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A family fruit picking
experience,nectarines, loquats,
clementines and garden vegetables,

DETAILS AND REGISTRATION
ON THIS FORM

The fruits are strictly kosher
and are under the supervision of

the Eida Hacharedit and Rav Landau £ollow us
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HAFTORAH

INSIGHTS

Navigating
The Spiritual
Bends

YESHAYAHU 66:1-24

After a month at spiritual heights, we may
feel something like the “spiritual bends.”
Re-entry can be challenging post-Chag.

Nissan lifts us - with 20 oy, with height-
ened tefillah, with days that are structured
and full. And then, almost abruptly, we return
to weekday life. The matzah is put away. The
intensity softens. We step into Iyar.

How do we reorient ourselves without the
same clearly defined spiritual anchors?

The closing vision of this week’s haftorah
offers direction: “Wa nay >1m iWTN2 UTN >N
in3, month by month, Shabbat by Shabbat -
these words capture the rhythm that carries
us forward.

The Me’am Loez understands the

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA

T r_r,_.--—-.\.
SHMIDMAN J

ornestd

INITIATIVE

“pilgrimage” of the new month as a reference
to Nissan, the month of miracles, while Shab-
bat reflects creation, the steady awareness
of Hashem within the natural order. We are
presented with two modes of connection: rev-
elation, and continuity. The Radak frames this
vision as one of ongoing return where each
appointed time becomes an opportunity to
come before Hashem anew.

Nissan may be behind us, but we are not
stepping away from it. We are carrying it for-
ward. Iyar, through Sefirat HaOmer, replaces
peaks with progression. Day by day. Step by
step.>71...71 - again and again.

This is the avodah of these weeks: to take
the clarity of Nissan and translate it into conti-
nuity, to bring Hashem into the rhythm of our
days until 309 mnnwnb 9wa Y5 X2, until all
humankind will come to prostrate themselves
before Me, says Hashem. &

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL
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Hillel’s Humility

and Love

Rav Kook on Pirkei Avot 2:5

Hillel says: “Do not separate yourself from
the community, do not trust in yourself
until the day of your death, do not judge
your fellow until you reach his place...”
(Pirkei Avot 2:5)

Rav Chaim Volozhin, the famed founder of
the Volozhin Yeshiva, interpreted each phrase
of this Mishna in the context of Torah study.
When one engages in learning with many in
the community one will find
those who can serve as teach-
ers, others who will serve as
colleagues, and others who
they will relate to as students.
All three relationships have
a unique quality as is empha-
sized by the Talmud’s state-
ment: “I learned much from
my teachers, more from my
colleagues, and the most from
my students” (Makkot 10a).
(Ruach Chaim, 2:5)

The second statement of the Mishna:
“Do not trust in yourself” is also a warning
concerning the way one studies Torah. Rav
Chaim Volozhin comments: “Never feel so
confident of your abilities that you may
assume you can study alone without making
an error in judgment” (Ibid).

§ Rav Abraham Isaac Kook zt”]

The next statement in the Mishna: “Do
not judge your fellow” is interpreted by Rav
Chaim Volzhin once again to refer to an inter-
action in the context of Torah study. When
studying with a partner, do not automatically
reject the other’s logic or perspective. Think
carefully about his approach. Often there is
wisdom and insight to be gained from an
opposing view. (Ibid)

Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook,
an eminent student of
the Volozhin Yeshiva who
undoubtedly imbibed the
teachings of the Yeshiva’s
founder, echoes this approach
in many of his own teachings.
One of Rav Kook’s well known
comments is his teaching on
the talmudic passage which is
recited daily at the end of the
morning prayers: “The Sages
increase peace in the world”
(Berachot 64a). Rav Kook
writes: “Some mistakenly think that world
peace will come about only through unifor-
mity of opinions and characteristics...in truth
this is not so. True peace cannot come to the
world other than by diversification. There
must be made visible all the sides and opin-
ions, and it must be clarified how all have

=t
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their place.” (Olat Reiyah, vol.1, pp. 330-331)

Thus, the Sages increase peace in the world
when broadening and expanding upon their
concepts, they arrive at greater clarity and
understanding. The variety of positions
enables one to see that each perspective has
its time and place. Peace stems more from
multiplicity than from sameness.

The statement of Hillel in the Mishna cited
above, was not merely a teaching stated by
Hillel but rather was truly emblematic of his
own character. The Talmud tells the story
in which two people made a wager to see if
they could arouse Hillel’s anger by asking
preposterous questions of him. The perpe-
trator waited until the hours right before
Shabbat, when it is generally more hectic
and stressful, to knock on Hillel’s door. When
Hillel answers the door he asks the following
question:

“Why are the heads of Babylonians
round?” Hillel responded: “My son, you have
asked a great question. It is because they
do not have skilled midwives.” The Talmud
tells us that this fellow persisted another
two times. Each time Hillel responded with
patience and offered an insightful answer.
At that point the fellow gives up and admits
to Hillel that he went through this charade
only to see if he could cause Hillel to lose his
temper. (Shabbat 30b-31a)

Rav Kook comments that this tale conveys
the humility of Hillel. Not only does Hil-
lel express his humbleness by not getting
angry - but in general arrogance can get in
the way of intellectual pursuits. The arrogant
person is often quick to dismiss a question
as nonsense. Hillel’s humility enabled him to
think seriously about the questions and find
an answer that was thoughtful and mean-
ingful. Humility enables more sympathetic

interactions with others, as well as the ability
to analyze ideas more successfully. (Ain Aya,
Shabbat 119a)

Rav Kook embodied this exemplary trait
in his interactions with others. A beautiful
story is told in regard to Rav Kook’s celebrat-
ed trip to many of the secular settlements in
northern Israel in 1914. Led by Rav Kook, an
illustrious group of rabbis traveled to various
new communities to share words of inspira-
tion and to meet the young pioneers who
were working to build the Land.

When the eminent entourage of rabbis
pulled up to the gate of one of the new settle-
ments, members met them at the entrance.
They turned to Rav Kook and told him that
they preferred that they not enter because
they were not interested in being lectured
about Jewish traditions and mitzvah obser-
vance. Rav Kook smiled and answered
warmly, “We didn’t come here in order to
teach you. We came here because we are
sincerely interested in learning from you.”

The first Mishna of Pirkei Avot states,
“Moshe received the Torah from Sinai.” The
wording of the Mishna seems perplexing.
Did Moshe receive the Torah “from” Sinai?
Mount Sinai was the place where he received
the Torah. It was given to him by Hashem, not
by Mount Sinai! The Baal Shem Tov explains:
The Mishna is teaching us how Moshe merited

Arthur Samuels, DPM

I

PODIATRIST

: Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363
»
'ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com
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to receive the Torah. He merited it because of
his humility. Thus, Moshe received the Torah
from Mount Sinai, i.e., from the humbleness
that he learned from the mountain. Hashem
chose to give the Torah on Mount Sinai, a
small mountain, to serve as a lesson for the
Jewish people, to teach them that they should
be humble, as was Mount Sinai. (Beis Halevi
on Ahavas Yisrael, Sutton, p.51)

Humility is not merely a noble character
trait but an essential attribute which allows a
person to be more open-hearted and accept-
ing of others which helps bring greater
understanding and peace between people
and ultimately to the world. m

._ Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
- OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
g on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price

s 101 Torah Tidbits readers.

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

FOLDING CHAIRS

* STYLE & COMFORT

* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS

« STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ™

* FAST DELIVERY _
/

J

€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181

Be'er Tziporah ah- |}
Bottled Water Gemach |

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

20 5 /A% N

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/frem your heme in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

MdY NI
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah
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Visit HebronFund .org |
to view upcoming
tour dates

ALREADY
BEEN To
HEBRON>
Let us know and
we will add 5
new site to the
group tour.

Round-trip coach bus to Kever Rachel, Maarat HaMachpela
and modern Jewish Hebron neighborhoods.
Let us know if your child is celebrating a Bar/Bat Mitzvah so we can make their experience even more meaningful!
GUIDED BY RAV SIMCHA HOCHBAUM

OFFICE: 718-677-6886 TOURS: ® 052-431-7055 - tour@hebronfund.org

www.hebronfund.org
Official Sponsor of the Jewish Community of Hebron

Kan-Tor & Acco

Building your bridge to Israel

Our Private Client Services

Israel:
¢ Aliyah & Temporary Residence (A1-A5)
¢ |sraeli Work & Investment Visas (B1-
B5)
¢ Purchase & Sale of Real Estate
¢ Pinui-Binui & Development Projects
¢ Inheritance in Israel
o Wills & Trusts for Israeli Assets

LS

United States:
¢ Family-Based Immigration
* Employment & Investment
Visas (L, E-2, EB-1, NIW)

¢ Global Mobility Planning for

Israeli Executives @ o

US 310-382-4441  Israel 050-542-8202 David@ktalegal.com

Advocate Tsvi Kan-Tor
Founding Partner
Leading expert in business 'l
I immigration, complex real estate {
transactions,and intergenerational
wealth planning.
P Rachel Popovich
I RealEstate registration Expert.
35+ years of experience in Israeli & US

real estate registration and complex
property transfers.

Attorney, US & Israeli Law
certified specialist in U.S immigration
law assists with Aliyah, Israeli
residence, real estate, and
inheritance for foreign families.

(o]
n Advocate Daniel Aspiro
Head of Private Clientele Department
a
l
S

f
e Advocate David B. Gardner
S
S
i

Israel individual immigration
specializes in complex Aliyah, Visas,
and representations before Israeli
immigration authorities
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AT NISHMAT'S SUMMER BEIT MIDRASH

Text-based, in-depth learning with 4 #% Choose from 3 levels of classes
top Torah educators in Jerusalem t suited to all learning backgrounds

: ‘ Hear from world-renowned guest

Join optional evening activities
speakers from across the Jewish world ‘ P &
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nishmat.net/summer-beit-midrash
or scan the QR code on the right




@ New Katamon (Pat), Berl Locker St.
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BE A PART OF

JERUSALEM’S FUTURE
FOR ONLY 15% DOWN"*

The Duet Project will be the home to a brand-new Modern Orthodox
community in one of Jerusalem'’s fastest growing neighborhoods.

FEATURING PREMIUM ~1050 sqft from 3,600,000
AMENITIES & PRICES YOU -~1270 sqft from 04,600,000

WON'TWANTTO MISS!  ~1460 sqft from 4,900,000

Shul « Gym = Parking » Storage = Residents’ lounge + Coffee shop

Hear from experts on buying
and financing, plus an
exclusive look at the vision
behind The Duet from both
the developer and the
project’s Rabbi.

Session 1.

® 1:00 PM IDT

£ SUN. APRIL 19™ | .

Rabbi Danlel Cohon,
Community Rabbi

"Rest just before occupancy in approx. 4 yrs, Subject to terms & conditions,

images are for marksting & CAPITIL  senpotlemesie  EIFIRST ISRAEL HNCITY

illustration purposes anly



RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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1, a relatively new rabbi, was
looking through the records of my commu-
nity’s cemetery and learned that some of the
places that I thought were “available” for use
have actually been used for corpses that were
later removed, to be buried in Eretz Yisrael or
a cemetery the family requested. May we use
these plots, and if so, are there any conditions
that must be met?

The gemara (Sanhedrin 47b) dis-
cusses the permissibility of using a grave and/
or the material it was made of, for other pur-
poses. In that context, the gemara distinguish-
es between a “grave that was built,” which
becomes forbidden, and a “grave of earth
itself,” which remains permitted, because one
cannot make the ground forbidden. The Tur
cites a machloket on the parameters of a built
grave. R. Yeshaya reasons that since, generally,
material that was detached from the ground
and then becomes attached keeps the status of
a detached object, the earth that was dug up
and then placed back to form the grave is for-
bidden. The Rosh points out that the gemara
implies that a standard grave, which is dug up
from the ground, does not become forbidden,
and he therefore reasons that the problem is

only for mausoleum-type burial. One could
understand that according to R. Yeshaya, it
would be forbidden to reuse the gravesite,
since much of it is soil was removed and
returned, whereas the Rosh would permit it.
It is not fully clear which opinion is primary
as practical halacha (see Shulchan Aruch and
Rama, Yoreh Deah 364:1; ibid. 363:3, 5; Da’at
Kohen 207).

However, there are other grounds for leni-
ency. The Rashba (Shut 1:537) says that the
prohibition on grave-related matters is on
the benefit of those who are living, who are
obligated in mitzvot, and that live people do
not halachically benefit from the burial of the
deceased. While the burial itself is not benefit
for live people, as the fulfillment of mitzvot (i.e.,
to bury a deceased) is not halachically consid-
ered forbidden benefit, Acharonim wrestle
with the fact that money is usually involved
in the process. Some see it as a problem for
the cemetery owners to sell the used grave,
and thereby receive money for it (see Gesher
Hachayim II, 4:3). Rav Kook (Da’at Kohen 202)
recommends having the sellers stipulate that
they are selling the part of the land that was
not dug up and returned, but it is not unani-
mous that this works (see Gesher Hachayim
ibid.). Shevet Sofer (YD 104) says that in a situ-
ation in which the inheritors would have had
to pay for a burial spot, if they would receive
the already used grave for free, this saving of
money would be forbidden benefit.

The above complications apply only to
things that were brought from elsewhere
(like bricks and boards), and perhaps even
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the earth that was taken off and returned (see
Rama ibid.). Therefore, it is best not to reuse
these materials when using the plot (i.e., that
which is beneath and to the sides of the coffin)
(Bemareh Habazak II1:71).

The matter is arguably more lenient when
those who were exhumed were buried there
with the intention that this would occur, as
then the burial might not cause permanent
prohibitions after the deceased is removed
(see Pitchei Teshuva, YD 363:6). However, the
gemara (Sanhedrin 48a) implies that if prepa-
rations were made for the use of the deceased
[after his death — Bemareh Habazak ibid.]
then even if the burial itself was done with
the intention for him to remain temporarily,
the prohibition continues after the exhuma-
tion (see Shulchan Aruch, YD 364:1). Since it
appears that you do know about the history of
the burials, we will not get into further details
on the matter.

There is also a monetary or quasi-monetary
matter of making sure that the first “owner” of
the grave has no outstanding issues with the
cemetery. Gesher Hachayim (ibid.) demon-
strates why the inheritors of the deceased have
halachic authority to agree to end any claims to
the ground that could cause a problem.

Having a dispute?

L) For a Din Torah in English
f 1 or Hebrew contact:
=y Eretz Hemdah-Gazit
Eretz Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

=SALE!
NEW LISTING - OLI KATAMON.
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Luixiiry GRFchEn Apartanent —
150 pgrm = 5O Bqr privabe g
+ & Beinooms + Study

+ 3 full bathrooms

+ Privine entrance

« Private parking

Price: 12,500,000 MIS
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To watch go to:
www.talkingtogodmovie.com
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The Fastest Emotional
Transition on Earth

About a year after my wife, Lucy, and
daughters, Maia and Rina, were murdered,
I began dating again. That sentence still feels
improbable even as I write it. Grief does not
come with a timetable. But eventually there
comes a moment when you realize that stay-
ing still is also a choice, and not always the
right one.

So, I sat one evening in a restaurant with
a thoughtful woman who, like many of those
who generously agreed to meet me that year,
seemed less interested in my personality than
in comparing traumas.

She told me she was still struggling deeply
with the effects of a divorce that had taken
place ten years earlier. She was in therapy,
she explained, and had been for a long time.

“What kind of therapy?” I asked.

“Eastern therapy,” she said. “They teach you
to live only in the present. There is no past

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat Elevator, 2 room - 2.09m NIS; large
86m 3 room - 3.17m NIS and 4 rooms - 3.79m NIS

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot
2-5rooms, great payment terms and prices
start at just 2.39m NIS

and no future.”

It sounded peaceful. It sounded wise. It also
sounded impossible.

I told her that I had stopped my own ther-
apy after ten sessions. It wasn’t that it had no
value, but its focus on repeatedly revisiting
the details of my loss had caused me addi-
tional trauma as I approached each weekly
session. Only months later did I begin to
understand why. I heard a shiur by Rabbi YY
Jacobson in which he quoted the Lubavitcher
Rebbe saying something that sounded almost
paradoxical: “There is no present - only the
past and the future.”

Think about it for a moment. If I describe
what is happening now, that “now” is already
in the past. If I describe what is about to hap-
pen, that belongs to the future. The present,
in truth, is almost non-existent—a thin line,
a precipice between memory and possibility.

AsItold my date that evening, the present is
simply the moment in which we choose wheth-
er to live in the past or the future. I suggested
that if pain exists only in the present, then it
has nowhere to go. You can sit and meditate
for three hours and numb it temporarily, but
eventually it returns. It stays where you are.

But if you understand that the “Now” is a
bridge between what has already happened
and what can still be built, then pain can be
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placed where it belongs - in the past. Once it
is there, you are free to choose your future.
That, I told her, was the choice I intended to
make (and incidentally why I quit therapy). It
turned out to be our last date.

As Yom Ha'atzmaut approaches, I revisit
that conversation because the Jewish calendar
seems to carry this same insight.

On the evening of Yom Ha'atzmaut, we
move directly out of Yom HaZikaron. We turn
away from the graves of our loved ones to cel-
ebrate our national day.

One moment we are remembering those
who gave their lives so that we could live here.
Moments later, we watch our children sing
Hatikvah, our national anthem about hope.

It is one of the most dramatic transitions in
the Jewish year. And perhaps one of the most
profound. Because the movement from Yom
HaZikaron to Yom Ha'atzmaut is not a contra-
diction. It is a decision. We remember the past
with gratitude and reverence. But we refuse
to live inside it.

There is, however, one extraordinary
moment in between. When the siren ends
and the flag rises from half-mast to full-mast,
something subtle but powerful happens. That
is the instant in which a nation chooses. Not to
forget its past, but not to remain there either.
That is the moment we step into the future.

And that, perhaps, is the real meaning of Yom
Ha'atzmaut.

Its joy is not limited to barbecues or ceremo-
nies. Its joy lives in every ordinary miracle we
see around us every day: fields being planted,
roads being paved, businesses opening, fam-
ilies growing, our children chatting in a lan-
guage that once existed only in prayer.

We are living inside a national decision to
choose the future.

The Jewish people is not a nation that forgot
its past. No nation remembers its past more
carefully than we do. But we are also not
trapped by it.

We carry memories as we build our
tomorrow.

Perhaps that is why Yom Ha'atzmaut begins
where Yom HaZikaron ends. Because inde-
pendence is not simply a political achieve-
ment. It is a spiritual choice. It is the decision
to stand at the boundary between what was
and what can be, and to move forward.

Yom Ha'atzmaut Sameach. m

Rabbi Leo Dee is an educator living in Efrat. His book
““The Seven Facets of Healing’ is dedicated in memory
of his wife Lucy who, together with his daughters Maia
and Rina, was murdered by terrorists in April 2023. It is
available from Amazon.com at: https://www.amazon.
com/Seven-Facets-Healing-Leo-Dee/dp/9659329105
and in_lIsrael from https://bookpod.co.il/product

the-seven-facets-of-healing/
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

Faith in Fire

Just one year ago, on Yom HaZikaron, we
stood on Har Herzl, hearts heavy, honoring
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our
people and our Land. It was a moment sus-
pended between grief and gratitude - the kind
that defines what it means to live here. And
then, as if the weight of the day itself wasn’t
enough, fires began raging across the hills of
Jerusalem.

By the time we made it home, ready to
host friends - Binyamin’s friends, neighbors,
and loved ones who had planned to gather,
to share stories, to remember together - the
roads were closing. One by one, messag-
es came in: “We’re stuck.” “We can’t get
through.” Entire routes were blocked by
flames. The hills burned, the skies dark-
ened, and the air itself carried a sense of
devastation.

I remember feeling shattered. How could
this be? How could Hashem allow His beauti-
ful Land to burn - trees reduced to ash, homes
destroyed? It felt like a drawn-out Tisha b’Av,
two days of mourning layered on top of each
other because Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations
were cancelled everywhere. A day we - per-
sonally and nationally - had been so desperate
to embrace and celebrate was taken from us.

I tried to comfort myself with the only
thought I could hold onto: it is sticks and
stones, homes and trees - not His people.

Fast forward one year.

Now, we find ourselves in a place we never
imagined - feeling not only gratitude, but even
joy, when it is “only homes” and not people
who are destroyed. (Compared to the antici-
pated mass destruction and devastation)

Forty days of war with Iran that began on
Shabbat Zachor and concluded on the seventh
day of Pesach. Forty days. A number associ-
ated with spiritual formation and transfor-
mation. Forty days in which we witnessed
miracles and salvation in ways that are almost
impossible to articulate. Missiles fell between
buildings. Rockets struck structures yet failed
to detonate. Towers remained standing when
they should have collapsed. Ballistic missiles
landed in “open areas” mere meters from res-
idences. And time and again, people walked
away - shaken, yes - but for the most part, with
only minor injuries.

Our Air Force pilots flew missions that defy
logic - four hours each way, deep into enemy
territory - and returned home safely. Again
and again.

And we know this is only a fraction of the
story. Only a glimpse of the successful missions
and the greater miracles that took place behind
the scenes. No Hollywood movie could capture
our reality - it would be dismissed as complete-
ly unrealistic. I have even been told that many
of the army’s accomplishments were simply
impossible. Except - they happened.

It feels as though we have lived an entire
cycle of Jewish history and holidays within
these forty days.

We have lived the “v’nahafoch hu” of Purim
- the complete overturning of fate. Even in
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moments where Hashem’s name feels hidden,
His presence has been unmistakable. Enemies
who sought our destruction were dismantled
with breathtaking precision, while the world
watched the strength, resilience, and strategic
upper hand of our nation.

We have felt the miracles and redemption
of Pesach - pursued by missiles, drones, and
threats from all sides, with nowhere to turn
but upward. And just as we sing in Az Yashir,
we have watched our enemies fall again and
again, swallowed before they could reach us.

There has been a spiritual awakening
across the nation. A return toward Torah,
toward mitzvot, toward something deeper.
Like Shavuot, there is a renewed acceptance
- not through coercion, but through recogni-
tion, inspiration, and clarity.

And we are living Sukkot in real time.
The 72150 11y that once surrounded us in
the desert now take the form of Iron Dome,
Arrow systems, the IAF, and countless layers
of protection we have come to take for grant-
ed. We speak about these systems as if they
are purely technological, but deep down, we
know: This is Hashem’s protection manifest-
ing through human hands.

And then there is Chanukah. We have
been living the story of the Chashmonaim - a
small nation standing against overwhelming
“mighty” powers. But even that comparison
falls short, because we are not facing one front,
but many. And still, we defeated and stand.

Yes, there is a cost.

We have lost precious lives. Families have
been shattered. Hospitals continue to care for
the wounded. And the effects of these forty
days have seeped into every home: children
out of school for weeks, rising fear and anx-
iety, financial strain, overextended parents,
and fathers once again called up to fight in

Lebanon and beyond.

The exhaustion is real. The pain is deep.

But we are here. Alive. Connected. Proud.
Growing stronger.

And perhaps most profoundly - we can
almost taste it. The excitement, the anticipa-
tion of a greater redemption that feels closer
than ever before. As if we are standing at the
edge of something immense, something his-
toric, something incredibly holy.

This is life in Israel.

This is what I want to celebrate this Yom
Ha’atzmaut: Living in a Land where the connec-
tion between a people and their Land, between
a nation and their Creator is so undeniable.
M PPOR N OPY AN, IMR WNT PRIPR N IR Y IR

I will never have enough words to thank
Hashem for the privilege of living in ¥Ix
wNpn. Not just living - but living now, in
this moment in history. To call this country
my home. To know that my house is not just
where I live, but part of something infinitely
larger.

And yes, I admit - I am running out of
patience. I long for the complete picture and
I want it now! For the n°2 in Yerushalayim
radiating with Hashem’s Presence. For the
day when the story is whole.

But until then,

RIPW 1w 53109 NONR

Because here, in this land, our story is still
being written and we are living it in real time.
And in this Land, the pain and the miracles
are not contradictory- they are chapters of the
same unfolding Geulah. m

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org
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SHOSHANA JUDELMAN

TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR

Yom Ha’atzmaut
and Thanksgiving

Iloved Thanksgiving when I was growing
up. Each year we would get together with
family and friends and share a beautiful meal.
Invariably someone would suggest that we go
around the table and share what we were
grateful for that year. And, even though I
thought it was corny at the time, I can still
remember how articulating our gratitude
changed the energy of the meal.

A feast of gratitude is not an American
invention, obviously. The Torah lists the
Korban Todah, the thanksgiving offering,
amongst the various korbanot in Parashat
Tzav. A person would bring a Korban Todah
for being saved from a life-threatening situ-
ation such as traveling through the desert
or overseas, being imprisoned, or facing a
grave illness. The korban was a large ani-
mal accompanied by 40 loaves of bread and
matzah and it would be shared with family,
friends and community. It was a huge public
event. A celebration of Hashem’s kindness
with songs of praise and words of Torah.

Today, there is a beautiful custom of making
a thanksgiving meal, a Seudat Hodaya, after
being saved from one of those same dangers
as an echo of the Korban Todah.

In Tishrei of this year, our world went into
a tailspin when I was diagnosed with breast
cancer. It was revealed, by G-d’s Grace,
through a routine mammogram at an early

stage and my treatment included surgery,
radiation and medicine.

Right after receiving the diagnosis, someone
blessed me by saying that they looked forward
to celebrating at a Seudas Hodaya with us
when I would be fully recovered.

At the time, it seemed so far off. Something
I would reach for with my heart and mind as
we waited to hear about lab results and treat-
ments. An idea I would hold onto as I went
in for tests, surgery and, eventually, radiation.

A few weeks ago, thank G-d, we made the
Seudah. And it was exactly what I hoped it
would be. An evening of gratitude and cele-
bration. An evening where we could express
our thanks to our family, our community and
Hashem for having held us and carried us
through this year. Speaking the words of grat-
itude helped engrave them onto our hearts.

As Yom Ha'atzmaut approaches, I feel like
our Seudat Hodaya has presented us with a
new model for this awesome day. Ever since
we made Aliyah in 2013, we have been look-
ing for ways to make our Yom Ha'atzmaut
celebration more personal and meaningful.
Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael is awe-inspiring.
An important piece of Geulah, even if we are
not yet fully there. The BBQ’s, hikes, and pic-
nics we tried over the years were all very nice,
but I see now what was missing. I thought
it was an Olim problem- that we didn’t have
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childhood friends or old snif or army buddies
to get together with. It wasn’t that. It was not
understanding that the core of the day must
be filled with gratitude to Hashem.

This year, I bless us with a day that more
closely resembles a Seudat Hodaya. A day
that recognizes the incredible reality of where
we are and what is available to us. A day
where we feel the wheels of history turning
towards the Ultimate Redemption. And a day,
like the Thanksgivings of my youth, in which
we voice our gratitude to Hashem for the
privilege of being part of Am Yisrael in Eretz
Yisrael. m

Shoshana Judelman is passionate about learning
and growing through Chassidus. She gives shiurim
to women in many communities around lIsrael,
including Efrat, Elazar, Raanana and Jerusalem as
well as at Midreshet Rachel V’'Chaya. Shoshana also
guides groups at Yad Vashem and leads journeys to
Poland and other countries around Europe for JRoots.
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We represent International
& Local Buyers, Investors
& Olim across Israel

« Select New Projects, Developments
& Communities - Private & Holiday
Homes « Investments opportunities
« Aliyah Relocation

ASHKELON

Ashkelon new projects
and existing options.
Luxury sea facing first line
options & Ir Hayayin New
Area entry level options
& pricing.

CARMEI GAT

Carmei Gat new projects &
existing options. 2,34 bed.
Garden & Penthouses
& Villas in new Anglo areas
with limited pre-sale
pricing & payment options

JERUSALEM

New projects high rise &
boutique small building
options. In all areas limited
pre-sale options in prime
locations. 2,3,4 bed options,
Garden & Penthouses

NETANYA
Netanya luxury sea facing
projects and options in
Ir Yamim & Shirat Hayam.
Walk to beach, pool & gym in
complex, beautiful spacious
homes. 5 Rooms with
attached additional rooms

MODIIN & HASHMONIIM
Beautiful villas, houses &
apartments. Opportunity to
be part of new Yishuv and
close to the city with your
own home in Dati Leumi
community. Various options
and sizes to suite all families

"
PRORERTIES —

BY STAMELMAN & PARTHERS

Tel/WhatsApp: +972 50 446 9515
www.israel-properties.com
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FACULTY MEMBER, OU MEN'S KOLLEL IN MODIIN

GUEST DVAR TORAH

Yom Ha'atzmaut
and the Missing Haftara

Having spent most of my life in Chutz
La’aretz, I was always excited when it came
to the eighth day of Pesach. The Haftara from
Isaiah, Chapters 10 and 11, is a wonderful
vision of the remnant of Israel as they sepa-
rated from their life in exile and returned to
Israel. When we came on Aliya four years
ago, I discovered that this Haftara is not read
in Israel on Pesach. However, I was relieved
to find that the official Machzor for Yom
Ha'atzmaut has the Haftara as part of the
liturgy of the day. The concept of Havdalah
- ‘separation’ is a very important idea in our
world and I will show that there is a great link
between the words of Isaiah and the prayer
and concept of Havdalah.

At the end of the Parshat Kedoshim (20:25)
the rationale for the laws of Tuma and Tahara
(ritual separation), is expressed in the follow-
ing way.

AXNL2 ,NINYD NDD-P2 DRYTIM 1D

DYNYD)-NX INPYN-ND) ;7007 XDV 9ivin-PD

-UN TN UNIN IR YO iy D032
NQL? 027 N7TIN

‘So you shall set apart the pure animal from
the impure, the impure bird from the pure. You
shall not draw abomination upon yourselves
through that which I have set apart for you
to treat as impure[whether] animal or bird or
anything with which the ground is alive.”

In this Pssuk we see something curious.
When the Torah distinguishes between the
‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ animals, it mentions the
‘clean’ animals first. In discussing the birds,
the reverse takes place and the ‘unclean’ birds
are mentioned before the ‘clean’ ones. Why
does the Torah reverse the order for birds
from the order mentioning animals?

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein z”1 suggested the fol-
lowing answer. In the third Perek of Chullin,
the Talmud discusses the different types of
animals and birds in the world. The Talmud
tells us that there are many more unclean ani-
mals than clean ones, whereas with birds, the
opposite is true. There are many more clean
birds than unclean birds in the world.

Based on this observation, the following
suggestion is made. The idea of ‘havdalah —
‘separation’ is to be understood as separating
the smaller group from the larger group. This
is why ‘clean’ animals are mentioned first, as
they are a smaller group, whereas with birds,
the smaller group is the ‘unclean’ birds and
therefore mentioned first in the Pasuk above.

This now gives a whole new layer of mean-
ing to the Havdalah prayer that we say every
Motza’ei Shabbat. There are four recognizable
sections:

“Who divides between holiness and the
profane’ thereby indicating that there is more
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‘profane’ in the world than holiness.

“Who divides between light and darkness”
meaning that there is much more darkness in
the world than light.

“ Who divides between Israel and the
Nations”, for as we know we are in a minority
in comparison to the rest of the world commu-
nity .(Rabbi Sacks z”] once pointed out, that in
China, where the census has a leeway of error
of 15 million, we would not feature at all)

“Who divides between the 7th day and the
other 6 days of creation” - Shabbat is a frac-
tion of the weeks’ time frame.

In all four phrases, this beautiful prayer is
extolling us to go into the coming week and
bring more spiritual holiness and light, that is
limited in a very dark world.

We can also add that this prayer impress-
es upon us to bring to the world the material
contributions (light’) which we, as Jews have
made and will continue to make. This is espe-
cially true for the State of Israel, which is in
the forefront of so much technological prog-
ress in our modern world.

This is a beautiful message as we approach
the 78th anniversary of the birth of the State
of Israel. This concept of ‘havdalah’ teaches us
how much we have contributed and continue
to do so to the world around us .We ask G-d
for the wisdom to continue to do this every
week, when we say Havdalah, as Shabbat

Dr. Yonatan Kaplan
BPT MSc (Med) Ph.D MAPA

ends. The achievements of the State of Isra-
el are nothing short of miraculous and it is
a gift for the whole world, which we must
cherish. Future generations of Jews will hope-
fully be able to take even more pride in our
contributions to the world and in our unique
narrative, as represented by the history of the
Jewish people and the existence of Medinat
Yisrael for 78 years.

I believe that Isaiah would have been over-
whelmed by our innovations in the world
today and the ‘separation’ from the Golah
back to Israel would have been so inspiration-
al for him to witness. Let us hope that many
more Jews around the world will also be
inspired to join us in this incredible miracle,
which we are experiencing in our homeland.
Chag Ha'atzmaut Sameach. m

Rabbi lan Shaffer came on Aliya with his wife in 2022
after teaching in Stern College in Manhattan for 22
years. Originally from London, UK where he was Deputy
Head of Judaic Studies at Immanuel College. He lives
in Modiin and gives weekly shiurim in the OU Men'’s
Kollel as well as a bi-weekly shiur in the community
for men and women. He recently published his first
Sefer on Shmuel Aleph & Bet — A Companion Volume.

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
) Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm
i no experience needed
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

When There Are Too Many Good Options:
How Do You Choose Wisely?
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Chaim asks:

I'm going through resumes for my candi-
date, and Baruch Hashem there are a LOT of
women who could be great for him. What’s
the best way to sift through and find the most
compatible one?

Aleeza answers:

The first thing I would tell you is: stop trying
to find “the most compatible.” That mindset
creates paralysis. Instead, look for strong
alignment in the areas that actually sustain a
marriage.

Start with three categories:

1. CORE VALUES

Do they want the same kind of home?
Similar religious direction? Similar priorities
around family, growth, and lifestyle? Differ-
ences in hobbies don’t break marriages. Dif-
ferences in values do.

2. EMOTIONAL TONE

Does her personality complement his from

what you can tell? If he’s intense, can she

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

ground him? If he’s quieter, does she bring
warmth? You're looking for a dynamic that
feels balanced, not dramatic.

3. LIFE VISION AND PACE

Are they moving in a similar direction?
Similar ambition level? Similar expectations
about roles, finances, and community?

Sometimes you may not be able to discern
these things from first glance but a conversa-
tion with their ambassador can provide more
clarity.

All is being equal if you still aren’t sure then
I'would choose based on location and who it is
and can get on a first date easily.

I see shadchanim and ambassadors get
stuck trying to optimize. “But maybe someone
slightly taller... slightly more outgoing... slight-
ly more financially stable.” At some point we
need to say, I found someone relevant and
make a suggestion. Real compatibility shows
up in communication, in how they handle dif-
ferences, in whether there’s ease and respect.

If it’s a match, we will find out soon enough
if it’s not you have other options to pursue.

And remember: your job isn’t to predict the
marriage. Your job is to identify who deserves
a first conversation.

We’re not looking for the “best resume.”
We’re looking for someone he can build a
bayit ne’eman with steady, respectful, aligned,
and growing in a similar direction.
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And that can’t be measured in bullet points.

May you choose wisely and get him to a first
date, then let him decide who is the one.

Blessings,

Aleezam

— Y

Want to set up your friends?

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

[EFE en.shagririm.org.il
B 0585323242

v B

g JCT . MiZRACHS

ORTHODOX

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

Stem Cell Injections
for Arthritis

Regain Comfort and Mobility

Before Treatment

After Treatment
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These anatomical renderings are for illustration purp

Advanced, non-surgical relief
for knees, thumbs and other joints

Dr. Gershon Zinger
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeon Israel &
doctorzinger.com/arthritis Chayaco@

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

FEATURED REAL ESTATE
OPPORTUNITIES

JERUSALEM
¢ Old City
¢ Front line to kotel
¢ 3 bedrooms

JERUSALEM

e City Center

e 2 bedrooms

e 2 bathrooms

¢ 2 large sukkah e Sukkah balcony
balconies e Green views
Prime location e Parking & Doorman

Price on Request 5,200,000

NETANYA

North

Boutique building
Large garden
apartment
Renovated
Parking & storage

4,800,000

NETANYA

Park Hayam

Brand New

4 bedrooms

Sea-view balcony

Parking & Storage

Gym in building
3,550,000

BEIT SHEMESH CARMEI GAT
¢ Neve Shamir e Penthouse
¢ 3 bedrooms ¢ 148 SQM built
¢ 2 full bathrooms e 28 SQM Sukkah
¢ 35 SQM balcony ¢ 2 parking spots
e Parking & storage |* Renovated
e Option to expand e Elevator

2,650,000 V3,380,000

PRESALE OPPORTUNITIES:
Tel Aviv | Jerusalem
Carmei Gat | Beit Shemesh

% +972-54-441-5704
& &, KimBashRealEstate.com g 7 g2
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For mare works and books by

the cartoonist. wisit
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AND 50 THE TWISTER PLUCKED DOROTHY'S HOUSE FROM THE EARTH
AND HURLED IT HIGH INTO THE SKY...

WHERI’ T LnNDED WITH !l THIJMP N
THE RATHER DISCONCERTINGLY -
COLOURFUL MUNCHKINLAND.

OH, TOTO... ‘
I DON'T THINK WE'RE
IN RECHAWYA ANYMORE...

[

RECHAVYA?
| THOUGHT YOU WERE
FROM KANSAS?

OH, WEWERE, BUT
WE MADE ALIYA THROUGH
NEFESH B'NEFESH!

1 GO TO ULPAK KOW,
A AND KNOW HOW TO SAY
“ESHKOLIT™
| THAT MEANS “GRAPEFRUIT®

FASCINATING.
NOW, CAN YOU
PLEASE GET THIS
HOUSE OFF

OH, MY, WHAT
SHINY, SPARKLY
L SHﬂES YOU HAVE...

b ALL THE BETTER
TO KICK YOU WITH, MY DEAR...

THAT IS A WICKED THING TO
SAY.
HAVE YOU SEEN “WICKED"?

ARE YOU THE WICKED WITCH OF
THE EAST?

ANY RELATION TO

OR THE NUSSBAUMS
FROM NESS TZIYOHAT

NESSIE, FROM LOCH NESS...7

“IEWISH BEQGRAPHY,

PLEASE GET THIS
HOUSE OFFA ME,

WELL, 1I'M SORRY, BUT YOU REALLY
ONLY HAVE YOURSELF TO BLAME..

EXCUSE

A HOUSE FALLS

INTO AN
LANDS DN MY HEAD, AUTHORISED

LOOK, | DON'T HAVE WHAT WAS | SHELTER
TIME FOR YOUR

OUT OF THE SKY AND

SUPPOSED TO DO

YOU'RE BEING R-lTHE R
4 INSENSITIVE TO MY
PLIGHT, Y'KNOW...

WELL, IF YOU'D PAY
ATTERTION T THE
“PIKUD HA-OREF”
WARNINGS, AND GO

NHOW THAT | THINK OF IT, | HAD A NEIGHBOUR IN
KANSAS, HE HAD SUPERHUMAN STRENGTH... HE WAS
FROM DOVWN THE ROAD, IN SMALLVILLE...

BUT I'M PRETTY SUR
EVENWE WOULD THINK
TWICE BEFORE TRYING TO LIFT

THIS HOUSE oFF YOU...

AND WHY,
PRAY TELL, |
15 THAT?

T TT GOLS WITHOUT SAVISE THAT, FEARSALLY, PRIEE HANE BUTH TURRTLE DIECT M5 10 PROPER SHILTERS 0% WL, AND T2 PROPLE WHD (2ULDNT REACH TEIR Sel) TTES 16 TIAL G -0 FORMED. § WOULD NIVEE D908 Wy
THAT UHEL WAS ANEOWLS FALILY. THIS WAS MALANT A5 SOAK 1O CAALOGUE AT THE DRPENSE OF Dol WTOM, 3T (HAS V5L 06, BATANT AT FH TTRESIBLE SSSTNRING THAT MAKY DF QU BILOVID PLOPLE MLV SUSVIR1D SICITLY.
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THIS 15 SO TYPICAL OF MY LUCK!
I HOT ONLY GET SQUISHED
BY A FLYIND HOUSE,
IT°5 & CORTAMIMATED HOLSE?!

BT 1L WIMTSM’
RABBI KATZ,

NOW, NOW, THERE'S NO NEED TO BE
50 NEGATIVE ABOUT IT....
IT CAM BE A BLESSING!

DWELLING'S INHABITANTS!

A BLESSING...

15 CAUSED BY INFECTIOUS SPIRITUAL '}
IMPURITIES THAT ORIGINATE FROM THE |

WAV MOSHE ALSCHICH TI°L EXPLAINS N
THAT STRICTLY SPEAKING, THE
AFFLICTION SHOULD HAVE STRUCK THE
OWHERS OF THE HOUSE HIMSELF, FOR
IT 15 THEVR, WRONGDOING THAT CAUSED IT...

.. BUT THE LAND OF ISRAEL LOVES ™
“HER CHILDREN” - NAMELY, U5 - SO
MUCH THAT SHE STANDS BEFORE US

LIKE A SHVELT), AND TAKES THE BLOW
UPON WERSELF, FOR US...

AND S0 THE TZARA'AT HITS ISRAEL'S
ROCKS AND EARTH AND BRICKS,

BUT OT US...
HOUSE -TIARA'AT GIVES US A (HANCE
T RECOGNISE THE GODLY WARNING AND
REPENT WITHOUT HAVING TO SUFFER

ANY BODILY HARM OURSELVES!

00 MAY HAVE ROTICED

THAT THIS CASE OF HOWSE-
TLIARA'AT ISH'T EXACTLY
| SPARING ME THE BODILY HARM
15117 —
MYH.R,

COMPLETELY
MISSING THE

V' ACTUALLY, LEGALLY, | DON'T
PAY THE MORTGAGE, S0 YOU'D
BETTER FILE A COMPLAINT AGAINST

' MY AUNTY EM.
BUT TOT AND | WILL SEE WHAT

WE CAN DO FOR YOU ANYWAY...

"WE'RE OFF TO SEE THE KOHEN, '}
THE WONDERFUL )
KOHEN OF 01..."

YOU SHOULD BE TOUCHED THAT WE HAVE SUCH A

LIVWNG, BREATHING CONNECTION WITH THE PROMISED
LAND! TS A TWO-WAY RELATIONSHIP!

1 ASSURE YOU WO HOUSE IN KANSAS OR, LEKAVDIL,
MUNCHKINLAND WOULD 50 READILY TAKE THE
TZARA'AT ON YOUR BEHALF!
YOU CAN ALMOST WEAR 1T
SIMGING LOVINGLY TO YOU...

"U.EKE A BRMIDGE OVER
TRODOUBLED WA-"1

ON MY BEHALF?! 115 YOUR

HOUSE, MISSY! YOU SHOULD BE
THE ONE WITH TIARA'AT!!

AND S0, NESSA, THE WICKED WITCH OF L

THE EAST WAS LEFT TO PONDER THE
WORDS OF THE RATHER PATRONISING
FARMGIRL AND HER LITTLE DOG...
SHE REALISED THERE WAS A HAKDY
NICHE 1N THE MARKET....

—

HOUSE-

SHE REPENTED HER WICKED WAY, WAS
IMMEDIATELY RESCUED BY A PASSING
KOHEN SUPERHERD, WHOM SHE
PROMPTLY MARRIED, AND SET UP &
TIARA'AT-FREE REAL-ESTATE AGENCY
FOR ISRAELI PROPERTIES IN O...

ALWAYS CHECK WHD YOU'RE

IMPACT ON TiE DROP i HouSE

MORAL OF THE STORY. SOM:

BUYING & HOUSE FROM,

-..SHE SUFFERED
OUITE A LOT OF
SERIOUS
IMPALT
FROM
OROPPING
HOUSES...

TIARA'AT CAN HAVE & SERIOU!

OH... | GUESS
THAT M5. NESSA
LEARNED THE




TORAH 4 TEENS

ELIAV SABAN
JERUSALEM CHAPTER DIRECTOR

RECONCILING WITH
OUR NATIONAL nVOX

We open up ynx¥n-y11n nwio, which dis-
cusses different forms of NxmML and NINO.
One of them is ny"y, a spiritual affliction that
appears on a person’s skin, clothing, or house.
9”1 explain that it is not a medical illness,
but rather a response to spiritual failing, most
famously y1n pw5. The ymxn is sent outside
the camp-nnn% yinn-and lives in isolation
until healing occurs.

2770 describe the yM¥n in extremely
strong terms. He is compared to some-
one who is almost like a “dead person”
(2”y 70 OIM), as 119N NN says about his sis-
ter: “nn>°nn X1 YX-do not let her (0 m) be like
one who is dead. Of all forms of, nyIx XMV
is uniquely connected to this idea of death,
even though the person is physically alive.
The pain is not only physical, but deeply social
and emotional: “i2Win Mmnn? vinn 2y’ T772”-
separation from community and belonging.

This creates a powerful idea: the deepest
suffering in the "N is not only illness, but
isolation from others-a kind of social death.

On mrnyyn 0, we celebrate the opposite
reality. After centuries of exile and fragmenta-
tion, X1’ Dy has returned to a state of nation-
al wholeness in Yx7v ¥IX. We are no longer
scattered and distant from our land and from
each other in the same way. We live as a people
with sovereignty, language, and collective life.

Y@ IAT\RY NCSY ISRAEL

In a sense, NN represents disconnection,
while Mxn¥YN DY represents reconnection.
The yxn leaves the camp; YX7w’ Dy has
returned to its camp.

Even if we do not experience ny7x today,
the emotional truth remains: separation
hurts, and belonging heals. On mxnxyn ov,
we thank n”apn for the ultimate form of heal-
ing: bringing His people back home - nn nn“
70 D) DNX N2Y DY) 711 210

GAVI GARDIN
11TH GRADE, JERUSALEM

FROM OUTSIDE OUR CAMP,
TO WITHIN

Parshat Tazria and Yom Ha'atzmaut are
deeply connected through the idea of exile
and return. The Torah says of the metzora,
“12Yin MNn2 vINn ,av 772”7 - “He shall dwell
alone; outside the camp shall be his dwelling”
(Vayikra 13:46). Chazal explain in 1”0 27y
2"y that the metzora is sent outside the camp
because lashon hara creates division between
people. Since he damaged relationships and
caused separation within the community, he
is punished by being separated from the com-
munity himself.

This idea speaks powerfully to Yom
Ha'atzmaut. After thousands of years of exile,
Am Yisrael has returned to its homeland and
rebuilt a Jewish state. But the parsha reminds
us that simply being back in the land is not
enough. The real challenge is whether we
know how to live together inside the camp. A
state cannot survive purely through strength,
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technology, or military power; it also depends
on the people’s unity within. When Jews
speak destructively about one another, it
weakens the nation from within.

The tikkun of the metzora is not just phys-
ical healing; it is about changing how he
speaks and how he connects to others around
him. Rashi on Vayikra 14:4 explains that the
purification process points to inner change
and humility. He writes, 7289917 mipn n”
“mxy o - that the way for the metzora to
truly be healed is to humble himself.

That may be one of the most important mes-
sages of Yom Ha'atzmaut, especially during a
time of war. If lashon hara can send a person
into exile from the camp, then ahavat Yisrael,
responsibility, and unity are what allow a peo-
ple to build and sustain a state in their land. Hav-
ing our own state is a gift. Whether it is deserved
depends on how we treat one another. B

Let us build

your dream home

Ilweb.call @

(:%Mf l’m[n::rn'cs Itd.

For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
in one of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

General Renovations: From the foundation to the finish Electrical, Plumbing. Flooring.
House expansion, adding a basament and balconias. Pool, Mikveh, or both.

N ~\

v Sy
Reliability & Premium
Integrity Finishing
Commithed to Superion
transparency, Crafamanshis
quality, and strict and high-end

BhErENe 10 telings. ansthetlc finkshes.

We are here to serve you BT 11 1MV EE Ry BT Wlel:]

Home
Extensions

Extersions, safe rooms,
Dakconies, custom pocks
& Miovact.

Building & Sofid Future

Complete
Renovations
Full-scale remodeiing
froen Infrastructune
t the final touch.

D
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did

an amazing job!
l{‘:

- iy ] . o
Jamie {H’{J’ﬂr, «J’a-,-r.'-":; f_s"'zf.r
J

Mothing matters to us more than a
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

F3

BEST PRICE |
GUARANTEED |

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we’'ll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/Whatsapp 02-628-8282

or email us at info@tzviair.com 5%

CROSSROADS SUMMER
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM

Supervised work in a supportive
environment while earning a
stipend for teens 14-17. For more
information contact
Noam at 054-287-8066
noam@crossroadsjerusalem.org

To Register
July Ist to

}':}}'? July 30th

"_ ‘.‘.
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Special Tekes Maavar/
Yom HaZikaron Commemoration
Followed by an Uplifting

OJ MUSICAL
palk TEFILA

Celebrate Leil Yom HaAtzmaut with OU Israel

with Rabbi Shlomo Katz,
Mara D’Atra of Kehilat Shirat David, Efrat

OPENING REMARKS: Hon. Arieh King,
Deputy Mayor, Yerushalayim Israel Heritage Portfolio

TUE | APR 21 | 6:30 PM
18:30 [1"N'T | 'W'Iv DI’
RAMADA HOTEL IN YERUSHALAYIM,
ZE'EVVILNAIST 6
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This free event is open to all.
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HAR
IN THE GOLAN RAMA

DESIG

Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

MNew premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, omenities.

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

Villas starting
For more information contact Daniel Cohen from 2.85m NIS

+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il

20/80 payment terms
— iR DC' ery ,: Immer E':JE&
SN R LLE Tt D BOESESON ery Summer




