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RABBI IAN SHAFFER

Having spent most of my life in Chutz 
La’aretz, I was always excited when it came 
to the eighth day of Pesach. The Haftara from 
Isaiah, Chapters 10 and 11, is a wonderful 
vision of the remnant of Israel as they sepa-
rated from their life in exile and returned to 
Israel. When we came on Aliya four years 
ago, I discovered that this Haftara is not read 
in Israel on Pesach. However, I was relieved 
to find that  the official Machzor for Yom 
Ha'atzmaut has the Haftara as part of the 
liturgy of the day. The concept of Havdalah 
- ‘separation’ is a very important idea in our 
world and I will show that there is a great link 
between the words of Isaiah and the prayer 
and concept of Havdalah.

At the end of the Parshat Kedoshim (20:25) 
the rationale  for the laws of Tuma and Tahara  
(ritual separation), is expressed in the follow-
ing way.
מֵֵאָָה,  טְַּלַ�ְ הֹֹרָָה,  טְַּהַ�ְ הֵֵמָָה  בְַּהַ�ְ ין- ם בֵּ�ֵ לְְַתֶּ�ֶ וְְהִִבְְדַּ� כה  
תֵֵֹיכֶֶם  פְְַנַשֹׁ� צּוּ אֶֶת- קְַּ�ְ  הֹרֹ; וְְלֹאֹ-תְְשַׁ� טַָּלַ�ָ מֵֵא,  טַָּהַ�ָ בֵֵּוּין-הָָעוֹֹף 
ר- ֶ רְְמֹֹשׂׂ הָָאֲֲדָָמָָה, אֲֲשֶׁ� ר תִּ�ִ ֶ בְְּוּכֹֹל אֲֲשֶׁ� בָָּוּעוֹֹף,  הֵֵמָָה  בְַּ�ְ בַּ�

א. מֵַּטַ�ֵ י לָָכֶֶם, לְְ לְְַתִּ�ִ הִִבְְדַּ�
‘So you shall set apart the pure animal from 

the impure, the impure bird from the pure. You 
shall not draw abomination upon yourselves 
through that which I have set apart for you 
to treat as impure[whether] animal or bird or 
anything with which the ground is alive.’

In this Pssuk we see something curious. 
When the Torah distinguishes between the 
‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ animals, it mentions the 
‘clean’ animals first. In discussing the birds, 
the reverse takes place and the ‘unclean’ birds 
are mentioned before the ‘clean’ ones. Why 
does the Torah reverse the order for birds 
from the order mentioning animals?

Rabbi Isaac Bernstein z”l  suggested the fol-
lowing answer. In the third Perek of Chullin, 
the Talmud  discusses the different types of 
animals and birds in the world. The Talmud 
tells us that there are many more unclean ani-
mals than clean ones, whereas with birds, the 
opposite is true. There are many more clean 
birds than unclean birds in the world.

Based on this observation, the following 
suggestion is made. The idea of ‘havdalah – 
‘separation’ is to be understood as separating 
the smaller group from the larger group. This 
is why ‘clean’ animals are mentioned first, as 
they are a smaller group, whereas with birds, 
the smaller group is the ‘unclean’ birds and 
therefore mentioned first in the Pasuk above.

This now gives a whole new layer of mean-
ing  to the Havdalah prayer that we say every 
Motza’ei Shabbat. There are four recognizable 
sections:

“Who divides between holiness and the 
profane’ thereby indicating that there is more 

Yom Ha'atzmaut  
and the Missing Haftara

GUEST DVAR TORAH
FACULTY MEMBER, OU MEN'S KOLLEL IN MODIIN



OU ISRAEL 71

‘profane’ in the world than holiness.
“Who divides between light and darkness” 

meaning that there is much more darkness in 
the world than light.

“ Who divides between Israel and the 
Nations”,  for as we know we are in a minority 
in comparison to the rest of the world commu-
nity .(Rabbi  Sacks z”l once pointed out, that in 
China,  where the census has a leeway of error 
of 15 million, we would not feature at all)

“ Who divides between the 7th day and the 
other 6 days of creation” - Shabbat is a frac-
tion of the weeks’ time frame.

In all four phrases, this beautiful prayer is 
extolling us to go into the coming week and 
bring more spiritual holiness and light, that is 
limited in a very dark world.

We can also add that this prayer impress-
es upon us to bring to the world the material 
contributions (‘light’) which we, as Jews have 
made and will continue to make. This is  espe-
cially true for the State of Israel, which is in 
the forefront of so much technological prog-
ress in our modern world.

This is a beautiful message as we approach 
the 78th anniversary of the birth of the State 
of Israel. This concept of ‘havdalah’ teaches us 
how much we have contributed and continue 
to do so to the world around us .We ask G-d 
for the wisdom to continue to do this every 
week, when we say Havdalah, as Shabbat 

ends. The achievements of the State of Isra-
el are nothing short of  miraculous and it is 
a gift for the whole world, which we must 
cherish. Future generations of Jews will hope-
fully be able to take even more pride in our 
contributions to the world and in our unique 
narrative, as represented by the history of the 
Jewish people and the existence of Medinat 
Yisrael for 78 years.

I believe that Isaiah would have been over-
whelmed by our innovations in the world 
today and the ‘separation’ from the Golah 
back to Israel would have been so inspiration-
al for him to witness. Let us hope that many 
more Jews around the world will also be 
inspired to join us in this incredible miracle, 
which we are experiencing in our homeland. 
Chag Ha'atzmaut Sameach. 
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