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RECONCILING WITH
OUR NATIONAL nVOX

We open up ynx¥n-y11n nwio, which dis-
cusses different forms of NxmML and NINO.
One of them is ny"y, a spiritual affliction that
appears on a person’s skin, clothing, or house.
9”1 explain that it is not a medical illness,
but rather a response to spiritual failing, most
famously y1n pw5. The ymxn is sent outside
the camp-nnn% yinn-and lives in isolation
until healing occurs.

2770 describe the yM¥n in extremely
strong terms. He is compared to some-
one who is almost like a “dead person”
(2”y 70 OIM), as 119N NN says about his sis-
ter: “nn>°nn X1 YX-do not let her (0 m) be like
one who is dead. Of all forms of, nyIx XMV
is uniquely connected to this idea of death,
even though the person is physically alive.
The pain is not only physical, but deeply social
and emotional: “i2Win Mmnn? vinn 2y’ T772”-
separation from community and belonging.

This creates a powerful idea: the deepest
suffering in the "N is not only illness, but
isolation from others-a kind of social death.

On mrnyyn 0, we celebrate the opposite
reality. After centuries of exile and fragmenta-
tion, X1’ Dy has returned to a state of nation-
al wholeness in Yx7v ¥IX. We are no longer
scattered and distant from our land and from
each other in the same way. We live as a people
with sovereignty, language, and collective life.
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In a sense, NN represents disconnection,
while Mxn¥YN DY represents reconnection.
The yxn leaves the camp; YX7w’ Dy has
returned to its camp.

Even if we do not experience ny7x today,
the emotional truth remains: separation
hurts, and belonging heals. On mxnxyn ov,
we thank n”apn for the ultimate form of heal-
ing: bringing His people back home - nn nn“
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FROM OUTSIDE OUR CAMP,
TO WITHIN

Parshat Tazria and Yom Ha'atzmaut are
deeply connected through the idea of exile
and return. The Torah says of the metzora,
“12Yin MNn2 vINn ,av 772”7 - “He shall dwell
alone; outside the camp shall be his dwelling”
(Vayikra 13:46). Chazal explain in 1”0 27y
2"y that the metzora is sent outside the camp
because lashon hara creates division between
people. Since he damaged relationships and
caused separation within the community, he
is punished by being separated from the com-
munity himself.

This idea speaks powerfully to Yom
Ha'atzmaut. After thousands of years of exile,
Am Yisrael has returned to its homeland and
rebuilt a Jewish state. But the parsha reminds
us that simply being back in the land is not
enough. The real challenge is whether we
know how to live together inside the camp. A
state cannot survive purely through strength,
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technology, or military power; it also depends
on the people’s unity within. When Jews
speak destructively about one another, it
weakens the nation from within.

The tikkun of the metzora is not just phys-
ical healing; it is about changing how he
speaks and how he connects to others around
him. Rashi on Vayikra 14:4 explains that the
purification process points to inner change
and humility. He writes, 7289917 mipn n”
“mxy o - that the way for the metzora to
truly be healed is to humble himself.

That may be one of the most important mes-
sages of Yom Ha'atzmaut, especially during a
time of war. If lashon hara can send a person
into exile from the camp, then ahavat Yisrael,
responsibility, and unity are what allow a peo-
ple to build and sustain a state in their land. Hav-
ing our own state is a gift. Whether it is deserved
depends on how we treat one another. B
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For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
in one of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

General Renovations: From the foundation to the finish Electrical, Plumbing. Flooring.
House expansion, adding a basament and balconias. Pool, Mikveh, or both.
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Integrity Finishing
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transparency, Crafamanshis
quality, and strict and high-end
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Home
Extensions

Extersions, safe rooms,
Dakconies, custom pocks
& Miovact.

Building & Sofid Future

Complete
Renovations
Full-scale remodeiing
froen Infrastructune
t the final touch.
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