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HELPFUL REMINDERS 
PESACH

Bedikat Chametz is done after nightfall on the eve of March 31st

 Wedneday April 1st is a fast day for first born males - many congregations conduct a siyum
 Last time to eat chametz, Wed. April 1st, Jerusalem: 10:14 (Magen Avraham)

 Last time for burning chametz, Wed. April 1st, Jerusalem: 11:28am (Magen Avraham)
 Afikoman must be eaten by: 12:42 am

 Tefilat Tal is recited on the first day of Pesach
 We begin to say ותן ברכה in the weekday Amidah (we stop saying משיב הרוח מוריד הגשם)

 We begin counting Sefirat HaOmer on Motzei Yom Tov Rishon
 The book of Shir Hashirim is read on Shabbat Chol Hamoed

END OF PESACH
 When lighting candles for the last day of Pesach the blessing of Shehechiyanu is NOT recited

 We recite Yizkor on the last day of Pesach

PARSHAT SHEMINI (Shabbat Mevarchim)
 We begin the cycle of Pirkei Avot on Shabbat Shemini (First Chapter)

 Rosh Chodesh Iyar is on Friday April 17th and Shabbat April 18th
מולד חודש אייר יהיה ביום שישי בשעה 5, 18 דקות ו 14 חלקים

ראש חדש אייר יהיה ביום הששי וביום שבת קודש הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה

 Yom Hashoah is observed on Mon. night April 13th and Tue April 14th

Appreciation and Thank You
To ALL our wonderful, 

dedicated TT volunteers, 
transporters, distributors  

and packers who work to get 
Torah Tidbits to YOU the 

readers every week!!
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

I want to start off by saying that I hope by 
the time this edition is published that we 
have finally been greeted by Moshiach and 
are offering our Korban Pesach in the Beit 
HaMikdash. If we don’t merit the coming 
of Moshiach by seder night, we will begin 
the Seder with the familiar question, מה 
 Mah nishtanah) נשתנה הלילה הזה מכל הלילות
halailah hazeh mikol haleilot?) Why is this 
night different from all other nights? This 
year, I find myself hearing that question a 
little differently. Not only why is this night 
different, but why is this year different? מה 
 Mah nishtanah) נשתנה השנה הזאת מכל השנים
hashanah hazot mikol hashanim?) What is it 
about this year that makes the Seder feel so 
different, so much heavier, and at the same 
time so much more alive?

In our home, like in so many homes across 
Israel, this is not a theoretical question. This 
Pesach comes during a time in which war 
has entered our homes, our conversations, 
our tefillot, and our hearts. It comes in a 
year in which families think not only about 
who is sitting around the Seder table, but 
who may still come in late, who may need to 
leave early, and who may be spending part 
of Yom Tov in uniform. It comes in a year in 
which children know what it means to run 
to a shelter, and parents know what it means 
to sleep with one ear open. It comes in a year 
in which all of us have become more famil-
iar than we ever wanted to be with sirens, 
headlines, funerals, hospitals, and prayers 
whispered with tears.

And yet, as painful as this year has been, I 
keep thinking that it is also a year in which 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu has shown us things 
that we dare not ignore. We have seen 
suffering, yes. We have seen sacrifice, cer-
tainly. But we have also seen extraordinary 
strength, extraordinary courage, extraor-
dinary unity, and extraordinary miracles. 
This year, when we sit down to tell the story 
of Yetziat Mitzrayim, I do not think we can 
speak only about what happened then. We 
have to speak, at least a little, about what 
Hashem is doing for us now.

Perhaps that is exactly what the Hagga-
dah is asking of us. We do not say only that 
Hashem redeemed our fathers. We say, אשר 
 Asher ge’alanu vega’al) גאלנו וגאל את אבותינו
et avoteinu). He redeemed us and redeemed 
our fathers. The geulah that began in Egypt 
did not end there. It continues through Jew-
ish history, and in our generation we have 
been privileged to see parts of it with our 
own eyes. The Mishnah and Gemara already 
point us in that direction when they discuss 
how the story of redemption will be told in 
the future, and when the prophets speak 
not only of our Father in Heaven Who took 
us out of Egypt, but of our Father in Heav-
en Who gathers His children from all the 
lands where they had been scattered. The 
message is not that we stop speaking about 
Egypt. The message is that Egypt was the 
beginning, not the end. The first great chap-
ter, not the last.

This year, that truth feels very personal 
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to me. I think about my own parents 
who brought us on aliyah, becoming 
part of the miracle of Jews return-
ing home after so many centuries. 
I think about what that means on a 
night when we sit around the table 
and tell our children that once we 
were strangers in a foreign land, and 
now we have merited to live in our 
own Land, speak our own language, 
defend ourselves with our own army, 
and raise Jewish children in a Jewish 
state. I think about my own family, and 
about the many families across this coun-
try. Including my own, whose children are 
serving in the army. Once that is your real-
ity, the Haggadah sounds different. You do 
not hear only an ancient story. You hear its 
continuation.

There is another image from this year 
that I cannot get out of my mind. On the 
very night when we tell our children that 
Hashem took us out of Egypt, we are also 
living through a time in which Jews have 
been finding every possible way to come 
home, even through Egypt. What an aston-
ishing thing to say. In earlier generations, 
Egypt was the place of bondage, the place 
of narrowness, the place from which we 
cried out to be redeemed. And in our gener-
ation, in one of history’s deepest ironies, it 
has become one of the roads through which 
Jews return home to Eretz Yisrael. Not away 
from Jewish destiny, but back to it. That 
image alone should stop us in our tracks at 
the Seder table. The Ribono Shel Olam Who 
redeemed us then has not stopped redeem-
ing us now.

And if the miracle of return is extraordi-
nary, the miracle of Jewish courage may be 

even greater. One of the greatest miracles 
of this past period has not only been what 
happened to our enemies, but what hap-
pened to us. We have watched hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis leave behind homes, 
businesses, schools, yeshivot, and families 
and run toward the front. Not away from 
danger, but toward it. We have seen wom-
en send husbands, sons, and fathers back 
to reserve duty with tears in their eyes and 
strength in their hearts. We have seen moth-
ers carrying homes, children, work, fear, 
and uncertainty on their shoulders with 
breathtaking dignity. We have seen Jews 
from Israel and from around the world give 
of their money, their time, their energy, and 

In loving memory of
our dear Father and Grandfather

MOSHE KAHAN z”l
ניסן משה בן יצחק אייזק ז”ל

On his 9th Yartzeit - כ’ בניסן
May the Torah learned from  

this issue be in his merit
Channie Kahan, Yonatan Ledee,  

Elizabeth Kahan Ledee, 
Yitzchak Ledee & Zev Ledee
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their hearts. They have come with hot food, 
with equipment, with care packages, with 
support, with presence, and with love. Some 
boarded planes into a war zone. Others 
searched for every possible route home. At 
Kriyat Yam Suf, Hashem split the sea before 
us. In our generation, He has planted betoch 
Am Yisrael a spirit of gevurah, achdut, and 
willingness that no analyst and no statistic 
can fully explain.

Perhaps that is the real miracle of our gen-
eration. At the sea, the miracle was revealed 
from Above. In our days, the miracle is being 
revealed through the hearts of Jews. Through 
soldiers who keep returning for a fourth or 
fifth round of service. Through families 
who continue to carry impossible burdens. 
Through a nation that, despite exhaustion 
and grief, keeps standing up again. Through 
a people that refuses to let fear define it. We 
sometimes think miracles only count when 
nature is shattered. But Purim taught us 
otherwise. Chanukah taught us otherwise. 
David HaMelech taught us otherwise. ־המאז
 .Hame’azreni chayil) .רני חיל. מלמד ידי למלחמה
Melamed yadai lamilchamah.) You are the 
One Who girds me with strength. You are 
the One Who trains my hands for battle. The 
strength may look human. The courage may 
look natural. But the believing Jew knows 
where it comes from.

At the Seder, however, we do not only 

speak about our salvation. We also speak 
about the downfall of those who rose 
against us. We recite the ten makkot, and 
then the Haggadah itself expands them. 
Ten, fifty, two hundred, two hundred and 
fifty. Chazal are teaching us that when 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu judges evil, what 
appears to us as one blow may in truth be 
many blows. This year, that language feels 
alive again. We have seen not only that Am 
Yisrael survived, but that those who sought 
to surround us with terror have been struck 
again and again. We have seen heads of 
murderous organizations eliminated. We 
have seen chains of command broken. We 
have seen terror infrastructure destroyed. 
We have seen tunnels uncovered and col-
lapsed, rocket systems dismantled, missile 
stockpiles hit, and the very centers of power 
of those who dreamed of Jewish destruction 
shaken to their core.

And now, as if to make the message even 
clearer, the blows have not fallen only on 
the hands of the terror empire, but on its 
head. For decades, Iran stood behind so 
much of the hatred, bloodshed, weapon-
ry, and terror directed at Am Yisrael. It 
armed, financed, trained, and inflamed. 
It built rings of fire and believed that the 
Jewish people could be threatened from 
every direction into weakness and fear. 
And this year, on the eve of Pesach, we 
have seen that the One Who struck Egypt 
still knows how to humble those who rise 
against His people. We have watched the 
architects of evil themselves be struck. We 
have watched senior figures who imagined 
that they could threaten the Jewish people 
from a safe distance discover that even they 
are not beyond the reach of din Shamayim. 

לעילוי נשמות

בת שבע בת יעקב אריה ע”ה
Bat Sheva Rubinstein a”h

On her 32th yahrzeit 26th Nisan
Mark & Livia Rottenberg
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We have seen thousands of points of terror 
infrastructure hit. We have seen the snake 
itself wounded, not only its tail. When we sit 
this year and speak about the ten makkot, 
or the fifty, or the two hundred, or the two 
hundred and fifty, how can we not think 
about the many blows that have fallen upon 
those who rose to destroy us?

Of course, the challenge is that אין בעל 
 .(ein ba’al hanes makir b’niso) הנס מכיר בניסו
The one living through the miracle does not 
always recognize it. When the sea splits, 
everyone sees the hand of Hashem. When 
salvation comes clothed in fighter pilots, 
intelligence, strategy, sacrifice, resilience, 
and a nation that refuses to break, it is easier 
to call it military success. But the Torah asks 
more of us than that. The Torah asks us to see 
deeper. It asks us to understand that mira-
cles do not become smaller because they are 
clothed in the natural world. Sometimes they 
become greater, because they require from 
us not only amazement, but emunah.

That is why I keep thinking this year 
about the soldiers who will not experience 
the Seder in the usual way. Some will be on 
base. Some over the border. Some in com-
mand rooms. Some in the skies. Some in 
places where they may not be able to fulfill 
every detail of the night as they would wish. 
And yet perhaps they are among those liv-
ing the message of the Seder most deeply. 
For nearly two thousand years, Jews could 
not defend themselves as a sovereign people 
in their own Land. We lived at the mercy of 
others. We prayed to survive their moods, 
their decrees, and their hatred. And now 
Jewish soldiers stand guard over a free Jew-
ish people in Medinat Yisrael. That itself is 
one of the great reversals of Jewish history.

I also think this gives new meaning to 
 ,This year .(Vehigadeta levincha) והגדת לבנך
telling our children the story means more 
than reading what is printed on the page. It 
means helping them understand that they 
are living in the continuation of that story. 
It means telling them where their grand-
parents came from. It means telling them 
about aliyah, about kibbutz galuyot, about 
Jewish courage, about Jewish tears, about 
Jewish resilience, and about Jewish return. 
It means telling them that their people did 
not only survive. Their people came home. 
Their people stood up. Their people fought 
back. Their people refused to surrender 
to fear. Their people carried one another. 
Their people sang even while crying. Their 
people still believed.

Perhaps that is the deepest meaning 
this year of בכל דור ודור חייב אדם לראות את 
 B’chol dor vador) עצמו כאילו הוא יצא ממצרים
chayav adam lirot et atzmo k’ilu hu yatza 
miMitzrayim). It means seeing that the geu-
lah that began in Egypt is still unfolding. 
It means understanding that Hashem is 
still gathering our exiles, still bringing His 
children home, still planting courage in the 

May the Torah learning from this 
issue of Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

Leila Manasseh a”h
 לאה מנוחה בת 

צבי וחיה רבקה ז”ל
On her fourth Yahrzeit - כ”ד ניסן

Greatly missed by  
her children, grandchildren

and great-grandchildren
 Families Ross, Miller,  
Lipnick and Manasseh
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heart of His people, and still striking those 
who seek our destruction. It means under-
standing that this year, as we sit at the Seder, 
we are not only remembering redemption. 
We are living close enough to it to be fright-
ened by it, humbled by it, and grateful for it 
all at once.

So this year, tell the story of Egypt. Of 
course. But do not stop there. Tell your chil-
dren where your family came from. Tell 
them about grandparents who dreamed of 
this Land and children who now defend it. 
Tell them about Jews who crossed oceans to 
return home. Tell them about families who 
carried impossible burdens with faith and 
strength. Tell them about the courage of our 
soldiers and the greatness of our people. 
Tell them that even the roads through Egypt 
have become roads of return. Tell them that 
the heads of the terror empire that rose 
against Am Yisrael have been struck. Tell 
them that miracles do not belong only to 
the distant past.

And when the child asks this year, מה 
 perhaps one answer ,(Mah nishtanah) נשתנה
is this: this year is different because this 
year the words of the Haggadah no longer 
feel only ancient. This year they feel like 
the language of our lives. This year, with 
all the pain and all the greatness, we have 

May the Torah learning  
in this issue be לעילוי נשמת

 מנחם מנדל בן 
אברהם ליפה הכהן ז”ל

Manny Wollman z”l
On his 20th yahrzeit - י”א ניסן

All the family 

seen again that ־בכל דור ודור עומדים עלינו לכלו
 b’chol dor) תינו והקדוש ברוך הוא מצילנו מידם
vador omdim aleinu l’chaloteinu v’HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu matzileinu miyadam). This year, 
perhaps more than many other years, we 
are being asked not only to remember 
redemption, but to recognize it.

May we merit this Pesach to sit at the Sed-
er with hearts open enough to hold both 
grief and gratitude. May we pray for our 
soldiers, for the wounded, for the bereaved, 
and for all those still waiting to come home. 
May we be worthy to see the miracles of our 
generation and not dismiss them because 
they come clothed in history rather than in 
split seas. And may we merit to sing a true 
shir chadash for the miracles Hashem has 
done for our fathers and for us, the safety 
of all who defend our people, comfort for 
all who mourn, and the complete redemp-
tion of Am Yisrael במהרה בימינו (bimheirah 
b’yameinu).

Wishing you all a Chag Kasher v’Sameach,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org



OU ISRAEL 9

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

AIR CONDITIONING
best quality

References in
YOUR neighborhood

Proffessional
& reliable

Only Jewish
labor

polarairbiz@gmail.com |         052-240-5063

 YRS E
X

P
E

RIENCE * ן
סיו
ני

ת 

שנו
 *

20+

Sales & Installation of
VRF | Multi | Inverter | Central

FR
EE

PI
K.

CO
M

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

Global Shipping: 050-424-8359

12     TORAH TIDBITS 1440 / CHAYEI SARA 5782

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

NORTH TALPIOT - 4 rooms, 135m, view of Old 
City, 3 bathrooms, parking, store room, elevator. 

6.700.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
CITY CENTER - Savion View., luxurious  

2 rooms, balcony, Shabbat elevator.
2.890.000 NIS  MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - Arab house, garden apartment,  
central & quiet, 180m, 220m garden. 
11.800.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

BAKA
New penthouse, 180m on one level, 20m 

sukkah balcony, 40m storeroom (office/clinic).
12.000.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

HAR HOMA - 4 spacious rooms, 3rd floor with 
elevator, close to public transportation, shops 

and shuls, store room, private parking.
2.390.000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488

NETANYA - NEXT TO NITZA - Sought after 
Emmanuel Mol cafes and shops, 4 rooms,  2nd 
line to the sea, balcony, parking, storeroom. 

2,150,000 NIS  MICHAEL 0523202488
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davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
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our exclusive sea-front properties 
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Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

1ST DAY OF PESACH
1ST ALIYA (EXODUS 12:21-24)

Offer the Pesach offering, place 
its blood on the doorposts and 

remain indoors ‘til the morning. For G-d 
will pass over the homes identified with 
the blood and your firstborn will be spared. 
This law is eternal.

The simplicity of this narrative belies its 
drama. Take the Pesach. Offer it. And they 
did. 

But this is anything but simple. It is defi-
ance. You, who have no status in this place, 
you who are slaves – slaughter what the 
Egyptians deify in an act of defiance. 

The slave people listened to their G-d 
regardless of the risk from their overseers. 

This is the first act of loyalty demanded of 
the Jewish people by G-d. All of the Torah 
has been G-d’s promises to us. Now he 
asks for our hand to be stretched to Him in 
return. The Holy One could have redeemed 
us, could have passed over our homes 

without the blood on the doorposts. But He 
wanted us to stretch our hand to Him. 

2ND ALIYA (12:25-28)
When you enter the Land and 

your children ask you what this 
service is, you will answer that this is a 
Pesach, as Hashem passed over our homes. 
The people did as Moshe commanded.

These simple verses are as dramatic as 
the first. 

“When you enter the Land”? What? 
Slaves are being told to keep this mitzvah 
when they enter the Land? The Land of 
Israel is the farthest thing from their minds, 
mired in slavery. Who is thinking, before 
being redeemed, with redemption still just a 
hope, an aspiration, who is thinking of what 
we will do in the Land of Israel?

From the dawn of our history, we are 
dreamers, dreaming fantastic dreams and 
visions of the future, oblivious to the grim-
ness of the reality of the moment. 

3RD ALIYA (12:29-36)
At midnight all the first born 

in Egypt are killed. Paro orders 
Moshe and Aharon to leave and take all the 
people to their festival and to bless him as 
well. The Egyptians urged the Jews to leave 
quickly. The Jewish people took unrisen 
dough and gold, silver and clothing from 
the Egyptians.

While the buildup to this moment took 
many months, the redemption occurs in a 
flash. Out. Now.

Even the Jews, knowing they are going to 

May the Torah learned from  
this issue be לעילוי נשמת

Prof. Mark Jay Steiner z”l
מרדכי יהודה בן אפרים ז”ל

on his 6th yarzheit - י”ב ניסן

Steiner, Shuchman  
and Zommer families
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be redeemed that night, are unprepared for 
the moment, dough unrisen. They had not 
prepared provisions. Faithful they were; 
prepared, not.

Anticipation tempers not the shock of the 
moment. 

4TH ALIYA (12:37-42)
The people left, including 

600,000 of military age, many 
others who joined, and laden with flocks. 
The dough was baked hastily as they were 
expelled in haste. The Jews lived in Egypt 
430 years; they departed after exactly 430 
years. This day that G-d anticipated for 
their departure remains a noted day for 
Jews forever.

The Torah emphasizes that this was the 
day destined from the start for the redemp-
tion. From our perspective the redemption 
was sudden; we were unprepared. But from 
His perspective, this was in the cards the 
whole time. He anticipated it. That is our his-
tory. Sweeps of hundreds of years, even mil-
lennium, for the Divine plan to take shape.

5TH ALIYA (12:43-51)
The Pesach Offering: non-Jews 

may not participate, must be eat-
en in one home, may not be taken out of 
the home, no bone may be broken, all Jews 
participate. One who joins the Jewish peo-
ple and is circumcised may join the Pesach; 
there is one law for all. On that day G-d took 
the Jewish people out of Egypt.

The Torah emphasizes the home. Con-
sume the Pesach in the home. Do not leave 
the home.

The Pesach Seder is truly remarkable. The 
first seder was in the home. I don’t know 
what that home looked like. Or what Jewish 
homes have looked like over the 3,000 plus 

years of our history. What did our homes 
look like in the land of Israel to Babylonia, 
Persia, Italy, North Africa, Germany, France, 
Russia, Poland…. How varied those homes 
have looked. 

But with their varied look, Jews have 
had matza and marror around the table at 
the Seder. From that first one to this day. 
Remarkable. 

7TH DAY OF PESACH
1ST ALIYA (EXODUS 13:17-22)

The people traveled away from 
Egypt toward the sea. Moshe took 

the bones of Yosef, as Yosef had instructed 
them to do. A Divine cloud guided them by 
day, fire by night.

When Yosef died, he should have done 
what Yaakov did. Yaakov wanted to assert 
that the Land of Israel is our land, not Egypt, 

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator,  
private parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator, 
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite private 
parking, storage, full of light, nice garden, 6,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room apartment,  
140m, terrace, underfloor heating, Shabbat elevator,  
2 parking, 6,300,000 NIS
FOR RENT:BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
second floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

REHAVIA: 4-room apartment, large terrace,  
great view, elevator, bright, parking, 5,600,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4-room apartment, 88m, ceiling height 
5.3m, Shabbat elevator, balcony, 4,850,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Selection of 4-5 room apartments 
and stunning penthouses in a brand-new project, 
high-end finish

In loving memory of
our dear mother, grandmother  

and great-grandmother

DOROTHY WEINER a”h
On her 21st Yahrtzeit - שביעי של פסח

Rena & Zev Lewis
Heschel & Sarelle Weiner



14 TORAH TIDBITS 1655 / PESACH - SHEMINI

and demanded he be brought to Israel for 
burial. 

Yosef didn’t do that. Rather Yosef com-
manded “when you all leave here, take my 
bones with you.” Wow, Yosef was mighty 
confident in the Divine promise of redemp-
tion. He staked his bones on it. 

What a powerful assertion of faith on his 
part. And a powerful expression of encour-
agement to the people: “things will get bad 
here in Egypt, plenty bad. But I believe in the 
promise made to Avraham that we will be 
redeemed. And when that happens, because 
I know it will, take my bones with you.”

2ND ALIYA (14:1-8)
The people camp at the sea; 

Paro pursues with the elite of his 
fighting forces.

	 Paro’s change of heart is a pattern; 
in the plagues and even after the plague of 
the first born. Though his charge of heart 
oscillates between his own stubbornness 
and stubbornness assisted from Above. 

Is that not the human condition? How 
much of life is our agency and how much 
influenced from Above? Thoughts planted 
unexpectedly, newfound and surprising 
energy. Us? Or Him?

3RD ALIYA (14:9-14)
With the sea in front of them 

and Paro in pursuit, the people 
are desperate. They question why Moshe 
brought them out of Egypt to die in the des-
ert. And state: this is what we said in Egypt. 
We would rather remain in Egypt to live 
and work as slaves than leave Egypt to die 
in the desert. Moshe reassured them.

This is the first we hear of the reluctance 
of the people to leave Egypt. While the 
Torah tells the story of the Jewish people 

leaving slavery, that doesn’t mean that 
every Jewish person was a willing partici-
pant. Skepticism is not a modern invention; 
it is a part of our people from antiquity. 

But, while skeptical, they did leave, tak-
ing their place as part of the redemption of 
the Jewish people. Skeptics join the Jewish 
adventure of redemption, albeit skeptically.

4TH ALIYA (14:15-25)
G-d tells Moshe to march for-

ward, raise his staff over the 
water, the water will split and the people 
will proceed through the water. Moshe does 
so, the sea splits, the people march through 
and the Egyptians pursue. By daybreak the 
Egyptians are stuck in the sea, claiming G-d 
is fighting the battle of the Jews.

Redemption occurs with water. The first 
thing in creation was water; verse 2 in 
the Torah states G-d’s spirit hovered over 
the waters. Water recurs as a symbol of 
beginnings. The splitting of the sea and the 
redemption from Egypt closes a chapter of 
Jewish history and opens a new beginning. 
It is the beginning of the national march to 
receive the Torah and to enter the Land of 
Israel. A new beginning marked by water.

5TH ALIYA (14:26-15:26)
The sea waters return, drown-

ing the Egyptians. The people sing 
Az Yashir, the song of thanks. Miriam leads 
the women in song. The journey into the 
desert begins.

Redemption brings song. This song cre-
ates a religious paradigm. When we are the 
recipients of Divine gifts, we must respond. 
The religious heart cannot contain itself. It 
needs to burst forth with song. Divine gifts, 
His Hand in our history, must generate a 
response by us. And that response is Song. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, YEMIN MOSHE

וראה את הדם על המשקוף ועל שתי המזוזות ופסח ה’ על הפתח ולא יתן המשחית לבוא אל 
בתיכם......לחק לך ולבניך עד עולם )יב:כג-כד(

“And when he sees the blood upon the lintel and on the two side posts, G-d will pass over 
the door and will not let the destroyer come into you home… this is an ordinance for you 
and your sons forever.” (12:23,24)
The Ibn Ezra and Ramban both comment that the verse seems to imply that the com-
mand of placing the blood on the doorposts applies every single year and yet the Rabbis 
explained that this ceremony of applying the blood on the doorposts was only the year 
of the exiting from Egypt?
A further question raised by the Mechilta from the verse “the blood shall serve as a sign 
for you” (12:13), hints to the fact that the blood was only visible to those sitting in the 
home, so how could G-d, so to speak, see the blood if it was not placed on the outside 
part of the door?
The Tal Shichakim (Rabbi Chaim Yitzchak Korev 1872-1957 St. Louis) explains that as the 
Jewish people were formed as a nation their initiation process included observing all 
the commandments relating to Pesach in their home. This will serve as the basis of their 
Jewish identity and family. The placing of the blood on the inside of the door signaled 
the proclamation that the Israelites would always be unique and special, keeping their 
home practices separated from the gentile surroundings. For the future generations, the 
Paschal blood would be replaced with observance of the mitzvot as the citadel of defense 
for our Jewish home against outside threats and assimilation.
Chag Sameach

Wills • Probate • Pre & Post-Nuptial Agreements  
Guardianship • Durable Power of Attorney  
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tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • 02-625-6475
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WhatsApp/Call Ira @ 050-630-2312 
Website: Weissman.Farm

The Tzimmerim
@ Weissman Farms

The perfect pastoral venue
for a family getaway!

Enjoy Shabbat in the dati moshav 
Sde Ilan in the Lower Galilee

Room for up to 26 guests

Fully equipped kosher outdoor 
kitchen

Spacious indoor dining area

Pool heated year-round and 
covered in winter

Bein 
 Har l'Kinneret

In Yavne'el

KOSHER 
 VILLA

Spacious grounds  
with lots  

of activities

10 min  
from 

Kinneret

Luxury  
8- bedroom villa 

(For up to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
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Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning Mattress

And
more

cleaning
services

CurtainsPolish

050-445-5975
info.talclean@gmail.com

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  V I S I T  W W W . T A L C L E A N . C O . I L

Contact us:

OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments
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THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

“Imagine 
That!”

 There was a time when I would only go 
out of my way to listen to speakers who 
were older and more experienced than I. 
Recently, however, I have changed my pref-
erences and have begun to seek out speak-
ers, rabbis and teachers, who are young and 
relatively inexperienced. I find their ideas 
fresh and often very much on the mark. 
After all, they are in much better touch with 
our fast-changing world than I am.

Once, during a visit to Israel, I sat in on 
a series of lectures which were designed 
to prepare the audience for the upcoming 
Passover holiday. The speaker, a brilliant 
young rabbi, focused upon the Seder night, 
and particularly upon the text of the Hag-
gadah. He spent most of his opening lec-
ture elaborating upon what he considered 
the most difficult task with which we are 
all confronted on the first night of Pass-
over. The task is described in the following 
famous passage:

“In each and every generation, a person 
must see himself as if he personally left 
Egypt. As it is written, ‘And you shall explain 
to your son on that day that it is because of 
what the Lord did for me when I went free 
from Egypt (Exodus 13:8).’” The require-
ment is explicit in the biblical text: the Lord 

did it for me, when I went free from Egypt.
The young rabbi candidly confessed to his 

audience that he had never been able to ful-
fill this requirement. Indeed, he didn’t think 
it was possible, certainly not for most of us, 
to envision ourselves as if we personally 
had experienced slavery and redemption. 
“This,” he insisted, “is the most difficult task 
we are faced with on the Seder night.”

When I first heard this assertion, I found 
it to be quite provocative. I wanted to protest 
but maintained my silence in respect for the 
young rabbi. I attributed his conviction to 
his relative immaturity. I have never found 
this obligation difficult. Personally, I have 
found it quite easy to imagine myself as a 
slave and to personally exult in the emotion-
al experiences of redemption and freedom.

I usually forget the content of most lec-
tures that I hear almost as soon as I leave 
the lecture hall. This time, however, I could 
not rid my mind of the young rabbi’s state-
ment. I began to question my own inner 
certainty. Had it really been so easy for me 
all these years to envision myself as one of 
those who had experienced both slavery 
and the Exodus?

In the midst of my extended preoccu-
pation with the young rabbi’s assertion, a 
long-forgotten memory suddenly surfaced 
in my mind. I was taken back in time to 
another lecture I had heard just before 
Passover many years ago. This time, the 
speaker was not a young rabbi at all. Rather, 
he was an old and revered Chassidic rebbe, 
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a survivor of the Holocaust who had spent 
years in Auschwitz and had witnessed the 
vicious murder of his wife and children 
with his own eyes.

That old rebbe was Rabbi Yekutiel Yehu-
dah Halberstam, may his memory be bless-
ed, who was known as the Klausenberger 
Rebbe, after the small town in the Balkans 
where he had served prior to World War II.

In that lecture, Rabbi Halberstam recount-
ed his own puzzlement over a lecture he 
had heard very long ago from one of his 
mentors. I no longer remember the name 
of that mentor, but Rabbi Halberstam was 
careful to identify him in detail because of 
the strange and almost unbelievable experi-
ence that he reported.

The mentor said that he had no difficulty at 
all imagining himself to have been in slavery 
in Egypt and to have been redeemed. In fact, 
this mentor reported that he could clearly 
remember the experience. He could recall 
in great detail the burdensome work he had 
to perform, the dirty hovel in which he was 
forced to live, and the sighs and groans of his 
companions. He could even still see, in his 
mind’s eye, the cruel face of his tormentors 
as they sadistically whipped him for not pro-
ducing his daily quota of bricks.

The Klausenberger Rebbe confessed that 
when he first heard his mentor make those 
claims, he had difficulty believing them. He 
thought that his mentor had made such a 
claim just for the effect it would have upon 
his listeners. He stressed that sometimes it is 
justified for a speaker to resort to hyperbole 
to make his point more dramatic and more 
graphic.

But then the rebbe continued to say that 
after many years, he had come to realize 

that his mentor was telling the absolute 
truth. “It took the experiences I had during 
the horrible years of the Holocaust,” he 
exclaimed, “for me to realize why my men-
tor was able to recall his experiences in 
ancient Egypt’s tyranny.”

The rebbe then went on to elaborate upon 
two psychological processes that are neces-
sary to invoke during the Seder night as we 
recite the Haggadah. He used two Hebrew 
and Yiddish terms respectively: koach had-
imyon (the power of imagination) and mit-
leid (empathy).

The lesson that the old Rebbe related to 
me and to the dozens of other eager listen-
ers that evening so long ago was that we are 
often restricted by our own tendencies to 
rely upon our reason, rationality, and intel-
lectuality. We underplay the powers that 
we have to fantasize, to imagine, to dream 
freely. In a sense, we are slaves to reason 
and need to learn to allow ourselves to go 
beyond reason and to give our imaginations 
free rein. Only then can we “see ourselves 
as if we had personally endured slavery.” 
Only by cultivating our imagery can we our-
selves experience the emotions of freedom 
and liberty.

We are all required to imagine ourselves 
as if we are the other person. If the other per-
son is poor, the mitzvah of charity demands 
that we ourselves feel his poverty. If he is ill, 
we must literally suffer along with him. This 
is empathy, and to be empathic, one must 
rely upon a well-developed imagination.
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Imagination and empathy are not words 
that one often hears in rabbinic sermons, 
but they are the words that the Klausen-
berger Rebbe used that evening. And, as he 
concluded in his remarks, he learned about 
those words through the bitter suffering 
that he endured when he was enslaved in 
Auschwitz, and he appreciated redemption 
when he himself was finally freed from his 
personal bondage.

The young rabbi who started my thinking 
about this had, through his good fortune, 
never really experienced anything remotely 
resembling slavery. Naturally, he was thus 
deprived of the ability to really appreciate 
freedom.

After a few days, I approached the young 
rabbi and shared with him the words that 
I had heard decades ago, before this young 
rabbi was even born. I told him what the 

Klausenberger Rebbe had said about empa-
thy and imagination. The young rabbi 
responded politely and with gratitude, but 
with a gentle smile got in the last word: 
“But the Klausenberger Rebbe didn’t say 
that learning to imagine and to empathize 
were easy.”

I had to admit that the young rabbi was 
correct. Creative imagination and compas-
sionate empathy are not easily attained. 
Achieving them may indeed be the hardest 
task of the holiday of Passover.

But I feel confident that the young rabbi 
agreed with my assertion: Learning to use 
one’s powers of imagination in order to 
empathize with the plight of others is the 
essential objective of this magnificent hol-
iday, zman cheiruteinu, the season of our 
freedom.

Chag Sameach! A happy holiday! 

Reupholstery in fabric or leather 

Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes

Highly skilled & Professional Work 

Trained in Italy

23 years in business

Fine reupholstery and 
leather repairs

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable? 

Beautifully restored, built to last

Jonathan Pront
052-2388731

jpront@gmail.com
Servicing most of 

the country

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER
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Penthouse 
Arnona,  
Jerusalem 
 
 
Well-designed  
130 SQM penthouse. Bright living 
space with open outdoor areas.  50 
SQM Sukka balcony, parking and 
storage. Opportunity for 
comfortable living or as a long-
term investment. 
 
  
Nahum Glatzer 050-7225694 
 

6,500,000 NIS 

Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center
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a p p o i n t m e n t  t o d a y
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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Ilan: +972(0)50-491-0604     e mail: nadlan@hotmail.com

 Freestanding Country Home on 1/2 dunam
8.5 room - 3.5 bathrooms - 215 m² built  
Refurbished kitchen
Parents suite, guest suite
Large garden, fruit trees, pergola & sunset view.
Full Private Ownership 

                 

 

₪6,250,000

MOSHAV ADERET NEAR RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH
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 PEN2PAPERJERUSALEM@GMAIL.COM
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THE BEST GIFTS ARE THE ONES WE’D CHOOSE FOR OURSELVES.
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April 5–6, Passover
(Chol HaMoed)

Open House
at Beresheet

We're open!
This Passover feels different.

Come breathe some fresh air in
a safe and welcoming space.

Join us at Beresheet for
two days of peace of mind and 

genuine pampering.
Activities, workshops, lectures,
delightful refreshments and the 
crisp mountain air of Jerusalem -

all free of charge.
Happy Passover!

April 5–6 | Passover (Chol HaMoed) | Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills

Free Admission | Registration required *2349

Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

“reminiscence” of the exodus from Egypt 
alone. It was not to be limited to our past 
redemption. “Z’man Cheiruteinu” is better 
understood as the “Season of Freedom” and 
as such, our dream for a future redemption 
is part of the theme and the observances of 
Pesach. It is with this understanding that 
we turn to the haftarah for Shabbat Chol 
HaMo’ed Pesach.

The well-known prophecy found in the 
37th perek of Sefer Yechezkel, captured the 
imagination of the early Zionists who saw 
the prophetic words as a message of renew-
al and rebirth; it reflected their view of the 
return of the Jewish nation to its homeland, 
as they labored to reawaken its lifeless agri-
culture and revive its ancient practices.

Indeed, they believed that the dry bones 
would yet come back to life!

A wonderful Israeli congregant of mine 
who was brought up in a secular home and 
educated in a secular school, told me that, 
in the early years following independence, 
all the students in their public schools were 
expected to memorize this vision of Yechez-
kel (which he repeated to me)! And why 
not? It was the dream of the future redemp-
tion, a dream they hoped to realize through 
their efforts. And, seeing the once-arid land 
give forth her fruit and the once-barren 
country repopulated with her children, why 
should they not recognize Yechezkel’s vision 
as coming true?

HaRav Amnon Bazak points out that 
Hashem’s revival of the dry bones followed 

“Od Lo Avda 
Tikvateinu!!”

Our haftarah tells of the well-known 
vision of the dry bones that Hashem 
revealed to the navi Yechezkel. After gaz-
ing upon this frightening sight, the prophet 
was asked by G-d: “HaTichyena Ha’atzamot 
Ha’ela?” - “Can these dry bones [ever] come 
to life?” It is a question that, undoubtedly, 
was repeated for generations by many Jews 
in numerous lands.

Our ancient scholars established that this 
prophetic vision be read on Chol HaMoed 
Pesach – yet, strangely, it does not mention 
Pesach at all. It is, indeed, a curious choice. 
After all, the selection from Sefer Yehoshua 
that we read on the first day of the chag, 
tells of the very first Korban Pesach that was 
offered in Eretz Yisrael, and, is, therefore a 
fitting selection for the first day. Likewise, 
David’s song of praise from Sefer Shmuel 
B which is read on the seventh day, is also 
an understandable choice, as it echoes Isra-
el’s song of praise at Kriyat Yam Suf, that 
was sung on the seventh day. But why do 
we read Yechezkel’s vision of dry bones on 
Shabbat Chol Hamo’ed Pesach?

A logical question…. With a logical 
answer.

“Z’man Cheiruteinu”, our “Festival of 
Freedom” was never meant to be a simple 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

a specific progression: First, the bones will 
be brought together and connect to one 
another, Second, sinew and flesh would 
come up, Third, skin would be drawn over 
them and, finally, “ru’ach” - breath and spir-
it would be blown into them and bring them 
to life. There would be separate phases to 
bringing life to the bones. The first three 
phases would focus on the physical struc-
ture of the dry bones and only after that, 
would Hashem grant them life by providing 
them with “breath”, i.e., spirit.

Rav Bazak contends that those who 
grieved over the churban, and suffered in 
the “golus” had little hope of ever seeing the 
rebirth of a devastated community. Hashem 
expresses their feelings in our haftarah: “…
hinei omrim…`avdah tikvateinu` ” –“they 
[the exiled] proclaim `our hope is lost` ”. 
Clearly the purpose of the vision to Yechez-
kel was to encourage this lost community 
that there would yet be a rebirth, that there 
would be another redemption; and that the 
dry bones would come back to life.

And this is, therefore, part of the message 
of Pesach. It is not enough to celebrate the 
PAST redemption from Egypt, for one must 
also celebrate – and affirm - their belief in 
the FUTURE redemption. It is essential for 
our generation to see Pesach as the time to 
recognize the current – miraculous – ge’ulah 
- one that we experience daily.

It is not surprising that today millions of 
voices declare with assurance what past 
generations could not:	  “OD LO AVDA 
TIKVATEINU!!” 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.comwww.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185Call now 077-9973185
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DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 
DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 

SINCE 2003
SINCE 2003

A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

CITY CENTERSTEPS FROM MAMILLA
New building, 2br, 37
sqm private garden

Only 3,130,000nis

DEAL OF THE WEEK

FULL ACCESSABILITY, PARKING, LOW FLOOR
NEWLY BUILT, UPGRADED APARTMENT

KIRYAT HALEOM

NEW OVERSIZED 

2 bedrooms

92 sqm + balcony

4,550,000nis

2 MORE LEFT...

SPECIAL OFFER

OLD ARNONA

PAY 20\80 

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING, ONLY 5 FLOORS
 PENTHOUSE OF 4-5 BRS - OLD ARNONA 

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY

10 Hilldsheimer st.

Design your own 

garden apartment

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM





OU ISRAEL 27

HAPPY PASSOVER

The Raphael Recanati International School wishes
its 2,500 students from 90 countries and their families

L i v e  i n  I s r a e l ,  S t u d y  i n  E n g l i s h
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

In the Haggadah of Pesah we say:
"ברוך המקום ברוך הוא, ברוך שנתן תורה לעמו 
ישראל ברוך הוא. כנגד ארבעה בנים דיברה תורה...“

Blessed is the Omnipresent, blessed is He; 
blessed is He who gave the Torah to His peo-
ple Israel, blessed is He. The Torah spoke in 
reference to four sons…”

The phrase “כנגד ארבעה בנים” means that 
the Torah addresses itself to each of the four 
sons individually, meeting each one where 
he is. This itself carries profound depth, as 
we will see.

EVERY JEW’S PORTION IN TORAH
Rav Haim Soloveitchik1 explains that the 

intent of this passage is to praise Hashem, 
who gave the Torah not only to a nation- but 
to every single Jewish individual. Torah is 
unlike any other field of wisdom. In other 
disciplines, books are written for specific 
levels: children study from one set of books, 
adults from another; scholars read what the 
unlearned cannot grasp.

But the Torah, both Written and Oral, is 
designed for all ages and all levels. A child 
and a great Torah scholar may learn the 
very same Gemara or Rashi yet each will 
discover meaning according to his own 
depth and understanding. Torah belongs to 
everyone, at every stage of life.

1. Haggadah shel Pesch MiBeit Levi

This is the meaning of כנגד ארבעה בנים” 
 ,the Torah speaks to each son – דיברה תורה“
to each Jew, on his level.
DESTINED TO SPEAK WITH THE SHEKHINAH

Since the Torah is suited to everyone, we 
must recognize that every child has the 
potential to grow in Torah and to reach 
exalted spiritual heights. Thus, every Jew-
ish child should be regarded as one who 
is “עתיד להיות גדול בישראל” – destined to 
become great in Israel.

The Rama rules in Shulkhan Arukh2:
לא יניקו תינוק מן הגויה, אם אפשר בישראלית, 

דחלב כותית מטמטם הלב
A Jewish child should not nurse from a 

non-Jewish woman if a Jewish nurse is avail-
able, for the milk of a gentile dulls the heart.

The source of this halakha is in the words 
of Hazal3. When Miriam said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter4:
ה מֵֵינֶֶקֶֶת מִִן הָָעִִבְְרִִיֹּ�תֹ וְְתֵֵינִִק  ָ � הַַאֵֵלֵֵךְְ וְְקָָרָָאתִִי לָָךְְ אִִשָּׁ�

לֶֶד לָָךְְ אֶֶת הַַיָּ�ָ
Shall I go and call for you a Hebrew wom-

an to nurse the child for you?” 
Hazal explain that Moshe refused to nurse 

from a non-Jewish woman, for a mouth 
destined to speak with the Shekhinah could 
not ingest something impure. Rashi there 

2. Yoreh De’ah 81:7
3. Sotah 12b
4. Shemot 2:7

The Torah Spoke in 
Reference to Four Sons
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comments:
מלמד שהחזירתו על מצריות הרבה לינק ולא ינק, 

לפי שהיה עתיד לדבר עם השכינה.
This teaches that they brought him to many 

Egyptian women to nurse, but he would not 
nurse, since he was destined to speak with 
the Shekhinah.

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky5 raises a ques-
tion: How can we derive a general halakha 
from Moshe Rabbeinu? After all, Moshe was 
unique, destined to speak face-to-face with 
the Divine Presence. Why should this apply 
to every Jewish child?

Rav Kamenetsky answers powerfully: 
Every child has the potential to speak with 
the Shekhinah. Therefore, we must raise 
and educate every child on a level befitting 
that destiny – with the awareness that each 
Jewish soul carries within it the possibility 
of becoming like Moshe Rabbeinu.

TORAH SPEAKS TO EVERY JEW
The Haggadah’s words, כנגד ארבעה בנים” 

 remind us that Torah speaks to ,דיברה תורה“
every Jew – the wise, the rebellious, the sim-
ple, and even the one who cannot ask. No 
one is excluded, and every Jew has a portion 
in Torah.

Rav Haim Soloveitchik teaches that Torah 
is unique in that it meets each of us at our 
own level. Rav Kamenetsky expands this 
truth even further: we must see in every 
child the spark of Moshe Rabbeinu, one who 
is “עתיד לדבר עם השכינה”.

This vision transforms the way we view 
ourselves and others: no Jew is too far, 
too small, or too unworthy. Each of us is 
addressed by Torah, and each of us holds 
the potential for greatness. 

5. Emet LeYaakov, Shemot 2:7

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com 
www.noamhomes.com
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Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha
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NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

DEKEL, EFRAT

ZAYIT , EFRAT

ELAZAR, GUSH ETZION

₪12,600,000

₪4,700,000

₪4,850,000

₪1,650,000

₪4,800,000

₪3,500,000

₪9,200,000

Private house | 8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels

3 Bedrooms | 90 sqm | 1st floor garden

2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

1 bedrooms | 33 sqm  | Ground floor

7 bedrooms | 223 sqm

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1  floorst

8 Bedrooms | 464 sqm | Ground level 

138 sqm private lot, ~30 sqm sukkah
terrace, open view to Sacher Park , 30,000

nis/month rental income.

Exclusive apt with 3 balconies, 3
exposures, used as clinic, full floor.

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near
Shaarei Chesed. Bright, private, renovated,

2 sukkah balconies,

Charming, renovated apartment in
Nachlaot/Shaarei Chesed — central,

bright, and full of character.

Bright family cottage with garden and attic.
Prime central Efrat location near parks and

schools.

Rooftop duplex on a quiet street – terrace,
open views, 3 exposures, Mamad, storage,

with potential for 2 more bedrooms.

Spacious villa with 2 income units,
Mamad, master suite, and private garden

– ideal for family or investment!

Now More Than Ever,
 Israel is Home

Pesach Kasher v’Sameach

Now More Than Ever,
 Israel is Home

Pesach Kasher v’Sameach



30 TORAH TIDBITS 1655 / PESACH - SHEMINI

 Injury & Health Claims
Car Accidents | Medical Malpractice

 Work Accidents |  Negligence &
Insurance | Bituach Leumi

Netanel Shimoff Avia Azoulay
Civil & Commercial 

Corporate | NGO’s | Contracts 
 Dispute Resolution & Litigation  

Wills & Estates

Serving clients across Israel — professionally and personally
02-5660002        King George 16 A Jerusalem        Office@aslegal.co.il         aslegal.co.il 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
GREAT INVESTMENT ON RACHEL IMEINU ST 
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building 
with Shabbat elevator, sukkah balcony, master  
bedroom, sunny, quiet, rented 7500Nis/month,  
Exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS
GOOD DEAL IN RECHAVIA 
Large 5 rooms, 125m neto, on the ground floor of a 
stylish building, 2 balconies with possible exit to  
garden, for renovation with great potential, high ceilings, 
3 directions, mamad, Exclusive, 4,900,000 NIS
CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON, GANEI ZION 
Great 5 room apt, 120m, in a luxury building with 
Shabbat elevator, 12m balcony, beautifully renovated, 
large living room, master bedroom, quiet, storage 
room, double parking, Exclusive, 5,900,000 NIS
CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY  
WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m  
private garden, in a modern building, large living 
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room, 
private parking. RARE!
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center
REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Chesed  
and Clarity 

Pesach is a very apropos time for one to 
strengthen his emunah. The Seder night is 
the “Rosh Hashanah” for emunah, we even 
call the matzah “the bread of emunah.”  
Indeed, the Slominer Rebbe in Netivot Sha-
lom understands that the dictum, “ve’chol 
hamarbeh lesaper be’yitziat mitzrayim harei 
zeh meshubach — and all who elaborate 
on the story of the exodus from Egypt, they 
are praiseworthy,” refers to speaking about 
aspects of emunah. The goal of the night 
is for everyone to clearly understand that 
“One is Hashem in the heavens and the 
earth.”  

The theme of emunah continues through-
out the week of the chag and culminates on 
the seventh day of Pesach. The Torah tells 
us that when the sea split, “Vaya’aminu 

ba’Hashem u’veMoshe avdo — and they 
[Am Yisrael] believed in Hashem and in 
Moshe His servant.” (Shemot 14:31) Indeed, 
Chazal teach that at the sea, a maidservant 
reached similar levels of spiritual revelation 
as Yechezkel Hanavi. Rav Biderman quotes 
Rav Yissachar Dov of Belz zt”l, who explains 
that when the people witnessed the great 
manifestation of Hashem’s presence, they 
exclaimed, “Hashem yimloch l’olam va’ed 
— Hashem will reign forever and ever,” in 
the future tense. They were expressing their 
wish for this level of clarity and connection 
to remain within them forever. Thus, the 
day itself remains a time when we can 
access and tap into this wellspring of emu-
nah on our own personal level.

Rav Pincus zt”l describes a special aspect 
of relationship and closeness to Hashem 
that we find on the seventh day of Pesach. 
He explains that water represents Hashem’s 
chesed, His lovingkindness. When Hashem 
created the world, it was filled entirely with 
water, representing Hashem’s outpouring of 
love. On the second day of creation Hashem 
separated the upper and lower waters. We 
access the upper waters in heaven through 
the raindrops that fall to the earth. We are 
told that when it rains, there is a powerful 
revelation of Divine favor and therefore is 
time for anyone to daven for any and all 
needs. It is a “window” into the treasure 
house of the abundant chesed in the heav-
ens. In contrast, we only “meet” the waters 
found beneath the earth twice a year. Once 
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SPECIAL OPENINGבס”ד

PRICES STRAIGHT FROM

THE MANUFACTURER

SPECIAL OPENING

PRICES STRAIGHT FROM

THE MANUFACTURERWE’RE OPENWE’RE OPEN

HIGH END JEWELRY BOUTIQUEHIGH END JEWELRY BOUTIQUE

KEREN KAYEMET 8, KNISA ALEF, RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM

CONTACT: MISHAEL 054-3977707 

OPENING HOURS: SUN-THUR: 17:00-21:00 FRI: 12:00-14:00
OR BY APPOINTMENT

is at the Simchat Beit Hasho’eva, the water 
drawing ceremony on the holiday of Succot 
when the lower waters were drawn forth 
and poured on the altar in the Beit Hamik-
dash. We were able to access these special 
waters after completing the whole teshuvah 
process of the Yamim Nora’im. The second 
time is on the seventh day of Pesach. Am 
Yisrael was able to walk through the waters 
of the Yam Suf onto the dry land, surround-
ed by the chesed of Hashem. The seventh 
day of Pesach is a time when we recall our 
troubles and Hashem’s response of enor-
mous love. 

Let us take advantage of of this favorable 
time, the seventh day of Pesach, to truly 
believe and feel this abounding flow of 
Divine love and connection, to believe that 
Hashem’s love surrounds us and buoys us 
in every situation and every circumstance. 
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
REHAVIA/SHAAREI CHESED 

DISKIN ST. - WOLFSON TOWERS 
Luxurious, exceptionally spacious 316sqm 

apartment, originally two apartments.  
2 living rooms, large dining area, 5 bedrooms, 

high floor - stunning panoramic view,  
fully furnished & equipped, commercial & 
medical center right below. Overlooking  
the Knesset, Israel Museum, Sacher Park. 

Exclusive! Haim 055-4574163
Moshe 055-4549428

IN THE HEART OF YEMIN MOSHE 
Rare & Unique 2.5-room apartment,  
authentic building, arched windows,  

convenient & efficient design, near green 
parks, synagogues, the Cinematheque,  

the Khan Theatre, The Old City,  
The 1st Station & Mamilla shopping &  

entertainment centers, major luxury hotels  
& more. Exclusive! Galila 055-4549431

GERMAN COLONY, GRETS ST. 
Exceptionally spacious 4-room, 157sqm  

on a single level – originally 2 apartments! 
Beautiful balcony, elegant parquet flooring, 

full glass façade overlooking stunning  
open views, custom built-in cabinetry and 

carpentry, serving both functional and  
design purposes. Just steps from  

Emek Refaim, the Orient Hotel, the First 
Station complex, and more. Exclusive!  

Haim 055-4574163 Anita  055-4549429

MAGNIFICENT PRIVATE HOUSE  
FOR SALE IN THE GERMAN COLONY 

Beautiful, rare Arab-style 6-room “stand 
alone” house, 217Sq.m. on a large 729Sq.m  
plot of surrounding garden, original floors, 
high ceilings, quiet pastoral location, min-

utes walk from Emek Refaim shops and 
restaurants, Orient hotel, First Station and 

more. Exclusive! Galila 055-4549431
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+972-54-219-6594   daniel@harama.co.i l

Luxury villas in Katzrin 

YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY
IN THE GOLAN

For more information contact Daniel Cohen
Villas starting
from 2.85m NIS
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

One of the many interesting segments of 
the Hagada text is the story of the Sages 
who gathered together in Bnai Brak and 
spent the entire evening discussing the 
Exodus from Egypt .

“It happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi 
Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya, Rabbi 
Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon gathered together 
(for the Seder) in Bnai Brak. They spoke 
and elucidated regarding the departure 
from Egypt for that entire night, until their 
students announced: ‘Masters, it is time to 
recite the morning Shema’ ...”

The most familiar lesson drawn from 
this well known text is that the mitzva 
of retelling and recalling the Exodus is 
so vital, that these great Sage s l iterally 
stayed awake until daybreak deep in their 
discussion!

However there are actually many other 
lessons and questions to be drawn from 
this intriguing paragraph! Why were 
these Sages, each a great scholar and 
leader of their own community, gathered 
together? Why specifically these lead-
ers and not others? Why did they come 
together specifically in Bnai Brak?

According to tradition, Rabbi Akiva lived 
in Bnai Brak, thus it seems Rabbi Akiva 
was the host of this momentous Seder. 

Rabbi Akiva was also the spiritual mentor 
of Simon Bar Kochba, the great warrior 
who organized a failed revolt against the 
Roman Empire . It is Rabbi Akiva who 
gives an encouraging religious perspec-
tive, who offers hope during this dark 
period of Jewish history.

There is a very interesting story that 
concludes the Talmudic tractate of Mak-
kot. Rabbi Akiva, together with a small 
group of some of those same important 
rabbinic luminaries mentioned in our 
Hagada text, has traveled to Jerusalem to 
gaze upon the ruins following the Roman 
conquest of the Holy City . The Talmud 
describes that as the Rabbis began to 
gaze out over Mount Scopus , they col-
lectively ripped their garments to mourn 
the destruction they now witnessed first 
hand. When they continued on to look at 
the Temple Mount , they saw a fox wan-
dering in the area that once was the Holy 
of Holies, the inner sanctum of the Holy 
Temple . The sages began to cry, while 
Rabbi Akiva began to laugh. The other 
sages of course were dumbfounded; how 
could Rabbi Akiva laugh when foxes are 
running wild on the holiest space on the 
Temple Mount ?

Rabbi Akiva’s reply is both fascinating 
and challenging. Rabbi Akiva cites a verse 
from the book of Isaiah (Chapter 8, verse 
2):

“ V’aeeda li eidim neemanim et Uria 
HaKohein, v’et Zecharia ben Yeverechayu.”

Mazel Tov to  
Daniel & Gabriella Sopher and  

family on the birth of a grandson
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“And I took for myself as faithful wit-
nesses, Uria the Priest, and the prophet 
Zecharia.”

The Talmud asks the question- what is 
the connection between Uria, who lived 
during the First Temple Period, and Zech-
aria, who lived during the Second Temple 
Period?

Regarding the time period of Uria, the 
Talmud suggests, it is written:

“And Zion shall be plowed as a field, 
Jerusalem should become a heap of ruins, 
and Jerusalem a shrine in the wilderness” 
(Micha, 3:12).

While in Zecharia it is written: “Thus 
said the Lord of Hosts: 

“Old men and women shall again dwell in 
the broad corridors of Jerusalem .” (Zecha-
ria, 8:4)

The Talmud then continues with Rabbi 
Akiva’s answer to the other Sages:

“ Until Uria’s dire prediction of Jerusa-
lem ‘s destruction had been fulfilled, I was 
afraid that we might never again see the 
vision of Zecharia’s prophecy (of men and 
women growing old in the streets of Jeru-
salem ). Now that I have seen with my own 
eyes the destruction prophesized by Uria, I 
know for a fact that Zecharia’s vision will 
one day come true as well...”

And the tractate of Makkot, concludes 
with this last line:

“They (the other Sages) replied to him: 
‘Akiva, you have comforted us, Akiva you 
have comforted us...”

Rabbi Akiva, upon seeing the ruins of 
the Second Temple , and the city of Jeru-
salem left decimated by the Romans, was 
able to laugh, to see that destruction as 
a step in the fulfillment of subsequent 

prophecies predicting the redemption of 
the Jewish people, and the building of the 
Third Temple .

Perhaps, it is Rabbi Akiva’s unique 
capacity to see the decimation levied by 
the Roman legionnaires as a necessary 
step in the process of redemption, to offer 
hope and a perspective of light shining 
just beyond the darkness, which serves 
as the impetus for these same Sages gath-
ering together on the night of Pesach. 
During a time of much despair, even 
these great luminaries needed to come 
together with Rabbi Akiva, who through 
his inspired visionary perspective could 
remind them just what the celebratory 
nature of this night of freedom was truly 
all about.

Rabbi Avigdor HaLevi Nebentzahl, 
shlita, the Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem ‘s Old 
City , offers another interesting perspec-
tive on this Hagada segment. In his work 
Yerushalayim B’Moadeha, he writes:

“We must examine why the names of the 
Sages are recalled in such detail. And there 
are those who explain that Rabbi Akiva 
was the son of converts and Rabbi Eliezer 
and Rabbi Yehoshua were Leviim; while 
Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya 
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were Kohanim. One might think that con-
verts, Leviim and Kohanim would not be 
required to tell and relive the Exodus, since 
we might think they did not experience 
enslavement in Egypt (According to Rashi 
the entire tribe of Levi was exempted from 
the rigors of slavery, while converts were 
not part of the Jewish people at all until 
the time of the conversion...). Therefore we 
recall, that even those who would not have 
been enslaved in Egypt , are still required 
to tell of the Exodus from Egypt , because 
the entire Jewish People are required to 
fulfill this mitzva. It is for this purpose that 
even though there might very well have 
been additional Sages present, they are not 
recalled here, they are not recalled since 
this section is trying to emphasize that even 
those who might think the Exodus story 
would not be relevant to them, very well 
must recall the Exodus, that it is indeed rel-
evant to each and every Jew...”

From Rav Nebentzahl’s words, one 
might infer that redemption, the freedom 
we embrace and celebrate on the Seder 
night, is not solely the freedom from phys-
ical slave labor, but perhaps equally pro-
found- the freedom to become who each 
of us as individuals is truly destined to be, 
no matter our background or life experi-
ences until this point.

Yet another beautiful interpretation of 
this rabbinic teaching was offered by Rab-
bi Abraham Isaac Kook zy’a. Rav Kook 
saw it significant that these rabbis had 
gathered in Bnai Brak, citing a Talmudic 
entry from Tractate Ketubot (111b):

“Rami bar Yechezkel came to visit Bnai 
Brak where he saw goats grazing under 
fig-trees while honey was flowing from 

the figs, and milk ran forth from the goats, 
and these mingled with each other.’This is 
indeed’, he remarked, ‘[a land] flowing with 
milk and honey’...”

Rav Kook explained the gathering of 
Sages on the Seder night based on this 
Talmudic teaching- the sages chose to 
gather to celebrate the redemption from 
Egypt , not solely as a means to recall the 
bondage left behind, but as a reminder of 
the destination, the ultimate goal to live in 
freedom in the Land of Israel . During this 
very dark period of Jewish History, these 
sages convened specifically in Bnai Brak, 
and all it represents based on this Talmu-
dic teaching, to remind us for all posterity 
the goodness that is personified by the 
‘land flowing with milk and honey...’

Rabbi Yochanan Sofer, The Erlau Reb-
be zy’a in a powerful lecture to educators 
in the Erlau educational system, suggests 
that the Baal Hagada includes this story 
to emphasize a fundamental pedagogical 
approach. More than details or minutiae, 
what our students and children recall 
most are the stories of tzadikim , of the 
earlier generations who faced hardship 
with heroism, perseverance and faith. 

The story of the Sages conducting the 
Seder in Bnai Brak really helps to define 
the many facets of freedom and redemp-
tion which are part and parcel of the very 
essence of Pesach as Zman Cheiruteinu- 
the season of our freedom.

‘Hashata Hacha, L’shana HaBa’a B’Ara 
D’Yisrael. Hashata Avdei, L’Shana Ha Ba’a 
bnai chorin...’

‘Presently we are here, but next year may 
we be in the land of Israel . Now, we remain in 
servitude, but next year may we truly be free...’ 
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Ashkelon Sea View  
Apartments –

Wake up to the 
Sound of the Waves

There are still some great sea 
view apartments available. 

Contact Stephen for a 
tour of this amazing 

community and find your 
special home near the sea.

STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1 (914)-351-1245

www.stephen-epstein.com

From Vision To Keys In Hand 
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.

Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Karmiel: Duplex Villas
Starting From 4.7M NIS
Mevaseret: Penthouse-Must See
Pool/Spa/Gym/Shul - 5.9M NIS

Netanya: 3 bedrooms
Starting From 2.9M 2.8 NIS

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 1.7M NIS

Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.15M NIS

Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 3.85M NIS
Bat Yam: Beach/Light Rail
2 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.8M NIS

Zichron Yaakov: 3 Bedrooms 
Starting From 2.97M NIS

 

BROKER - OWNER
FEE: 2% + VAT

Izzy Leizerowitz
IL -+972 52 682-9367
USA (786) 385-8859
info@keteradvisors.com

Latest Properties - Don’t be Closed Out! 

Unlimited Guidance:
Where To Buy

How To Buy
What To Buy
Buy Or Rent

Money  Transfers
Mortgage Issues

Property Management

Jerusalem: 7% Now-No Index 
2 Bedrooms From 2.7M NIS

בסייד

3 bedrooms From 2.9M NIS
4 Bedrooms From 3.6M NIS

These words, and the many beautiful 
teachings cited above, are particularly 
important for us to heed this year. Yehi 
Ratzon, may we continue to have strength 
and spiritual fortitude, and may we merit 
to experience geula in the days ahead.

Chag Kasher V’Sameach...Rabbi Sam 
Shor 

רפואה שלמה
Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah



המינהל לסטודנטים עולים
Israel Student Authority
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Cardiology
Orthopedics
ENT
Gynecology
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Neurology
Urology
Ophthalmology
Endocrinology
Pulmonology
Geriatrics
Proctology
Podiatry
Pediatric specialties
Aesthetics

STOP WAITING. 
GET REAL CARE.

WHY ELITEMED? 

BOOK NOW

Very fast appointments

Carefully selected top specialists

A true American-style clinic with
unparalleled service and professionalism. 
Super fast access to Israel's top
specialists.

Personalized care that puts you first

Stunning new clinic in Yishpro Center

073-321-4181

www.elitemed.co.il 
Ayala 360, 21 Hamelachot Street, 
Building B, 5th Floor Yishpro Center, Modiin 

ELITEMED SPECIALISTS 

YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

PREMIUM MEDICAL CARE IN MODI'IN

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

Reserve Towers, For Lease 8,500 NIS
 A furnished 1 bedroom apartment in a top project
with an indoor pool. Master suite, spacious living

room, modern kitchen and a huge enclosed balcony.

Bnei-Binyamin, For Lease 9,800 NIS
A beautiful, furnished 3 br. apartment with a

balcony overlooking the sea in South Netanya. 2
parking spaces, Shabbat elevator and Gym.

המינהל לסטודנטים עולים
Israel Student Authority



42 TORAH TIDBITS 1655 / PESACH - SHEMINI

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path 

of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
RABBI JUDAH
Mischel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC
AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL
BADERECH

Pesach:  
Not Enough

For years, Chevron’s Park Hotel had host-
ed members of the Jordanian aristocracy 
to enjoy the cool dry air. The miraculous 
victory of the Six Day War forced the regu-
lar vacationers to change their travel plans 
and the hotel’s Arab owners were thrilled to 
accept reservations for the entire hotel for 
an extended stay of undisclosed ‘tourists’. 

On Erev Pesach 1968, shlepping a refrig-
erator, stove-tops and Yom Tov provisions, 
close to ninety people arrived for check-in. 
Led by the heroic Rav Moshe and Miriam 
Levinger, the group included Rav Eliezer 
Waldman, Rav Chaim Druckman and a 
young beret-wearing French oleh at the 
beginning of his teshuvah journey: the 
future Rav Shlomo Aviner. Dozens of pas-
sionate, ideologically driven pioneers, some 
fervent in their observance, others not at all, 
gathered. Rabbinit Levinger recalls, “Less 
than a year after Chevron was recaptured 
in the Six Day War, white flags of surrender 
still hung from many of the windows in the 
city. It was all very thrilling. We all had the 
feeling that we were taking part in a great 
moment of Jewish history… everyone that 
Pesach shone an inner light that I had never 
seen before.”

When one of the participants, Moshe 

Shamir, an author affiliated with the leftist 
HaShomer HaTzair, rose to share a ‘vort’, 
everyone braced themselves…. 

“We are sitting here singing Dayeinu, 
dayeinu. How can we imply that we would 
be willing to forgo even one of the gifts giv-
en to us by God? Is not every one of these 
fourteen steps, values and experiences, 
essential to who we are? 

The truth is that this part of the Hagga-
dah has only one aim: to teach us how each 
and every generation of Jews tends to settle 
for the achievements of the past, to rest on 
its laurels, satisfied with what has already 
been accomplished, without aspirations 
for anything more. Even we, gathered 
here tonight, can become complacent and 
say Dayenu—‘It is enough for us.’ The State 
of Israel? Dayenu. A unified Jerusalem and 
liberated Chevron? Dayenu. Friends! This 
is just the beginning. ’חובה לדעת, כי עוד ‘דיינו 
 It is our ,רבים לפנינו עד שנגיע לגאולה השלימה
obligation to know that there will be many 
more ‘dayenus’ ahead of us until we reach 
Geulah…”

Rav Druckman embraced Shamir, kissing 
him on the forehead. Indeed, it was just the 
beginning. 

ית  רָָׂאֵֵל וְְלֹאֹ בָָנָָה לָָנּוּ אֶֶת בֵּ�ּ ּוּּלּ הִִכְְנִִיסָָנּוּ לְְאֶֶרֶֶץ יִִשְׂ� אִִ
ינּוּ. יֵּּ�ּ חִִּירָָה, דַּ� הַַבְּ�

We are living in extraordinary times, a 
 .of great historical importance תקופה גדולה
In the two and a half years since that tragic 
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day of hester panim of October 7th, we have 
experienced the intensity of war in Gaza as 
well as awe-inspiring, miraculous military 
achievements in Lebanon, Syria and Iran, 
which were unthinkable even a genera-
tion ago. Along with awesome accomplish-
ments on the battlefield, we are a part of 
an awakening of authentic Jewish hero-
ism, gevurah and sacrifice, an expression 
of deep and renewed faith, identity and 
holiness, of expanded consciousness and 
holy pride. 

The open hashgacha pratis and national 
progress has accelerated a sense of urgen-
cy and focus on our relationship with and 
kesher to Eretz Yisrael. 

The tefillah entitled “Ribbon Kol haOl-
amim” is a deeply moving one, appearing 
in some sidurim between Shalom Aleichem 
and Eishes Chayil. This traditional Leil Shab-
bos prayer expresses an array of uplifting 
bakashos, capturing the faith, hope and 
yearning that a Yid uncovers in the sacred 
moments preceding Kiddush. On one line, 
we ask in a unique way for Hashem’s com-
passion: שתרחמני עוד בגלותי, לגאלני, “May You 
further show me mercy and deliver me in 
my exile, to redeem me.” Here it seems that 
instead of asking to be saved from our galus, 
we are asking to be delivered “in” it—within 
the exile. The great Reb Shalom Rockeach, 
the first Belzer Rebbe known as the Sar 
Shalom, zy’a, explained that there are three 
expressions of galus, each one more harsh 
than the preceding. One is a physical exile 
among non-Jews, the second is a form of 
exile among fellow Jews and the third is an 
experience of being in an internal galus, 
exiled within oneself. 

The needle is moving forward on Jewish 

history; there is a unique opportunity right 
now for us to break out of our passive 
acceptance of golus, and say, ‘Ad masai! 
How long will we cower in the “safety” of 
our self-induced exile? How long do we 
need to push off becoming who we real-
ly are as a people?’ Can we muster the 
strength and faith to believe that Hashem 
is waiting for us to be ready for the Beis 
Hamikdash?

When we beseech the Ribono Shel Olam, 
 that He have more“ ,שתרחמני עוד בגלותי
compassion on me in my exile,” we are 
referring to exile consciousness which is 
self-induced. We are asking to be saved 
from ourselves. Indeed, it is easier to take 
a Jew out of galus, than to take galus out 
of a Jew…

רָָׂאֵֵל.  אַַּרְְעָָא דְְיִִשְׂ� אָָּה בְּ� נָָׁה הַַבָּ�  א הָָכָָא, לְְשָׁ� תָּּ�ּ  � הָָשַּׁ�
נֵֵּי חוֹֹרִִין. אָָּה בְּ� נָָׁה הַַבָּ�  א עַַבְְדֵֵי, לְְשָׁ� תָּּ�ּ  � הָָשַּׁ�

Now we are here, this coming year we will 
(all) be in the Land of Israel; this year we 
are slaves, this coming year we will be free 
people!

“Friends! This is just the beginning; חובה 
 לדעת, כי עוד ‘דיינו’ רבים לפנינו עד שנגיע לגאולה
 It is our obligation to know that ,השלימה
there will be many more dayenus,” many 
occasions to thank Hashem for what we 
have, before we reach Geulah. May the 
great, redemptive days of Pesach free us 
from all of our self-limiting conseptziot, so 
that we may celebrate as a free, indepen-
dent holy nation in our Land! Let us raise 
high the flag of freedom and envision the 
 the complete and ,גאולה השלימה והאמיתית
true, internal and external, Final Redemp-
tion bim’heirah: נֵֵּי חוֹֹרִִין נָָׁה הזאת בְּ�   This“ ,לְְשָׁ�
year we will be free people!” 
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER
GEULAS YISRAELGEULAS YISRAEL

RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

The Torah assigns the night of Pesach 
a striking name: Leil shimurim. On the 
simplest level, it describes the condition 
on the night of Yetziat Mitzrayim itself. 
After centuries of vulnerability, exposure, 
and fear, our people finally experienced a 
night of safety. While death raged through 
Egypt, the Jewish people sat inside their 
homes, protected and alive. It was the first 
Leil shimurim our nation had known in 
centuries. 

A LAYERED NIGHT 
In truth, this night had already served 

as a night of protection long before Yetziat 
Mitzrayim. This evening appears earlier 
in the life of Avraham Avinu. When he 
went to war against the four kings who 
had swept through the region, Avraham 
pursued them at night and defeated them. 
The Torah describes his strategy with the 
phrase “חָָּלֵֵק עֲֲלֵֵיהֶֶם  he divided against - "וַַיֵּ�
them. On a simple level, this refers to a 
tactical division of his forces, a calculat-
ed maneuver designed to overwhelm the 
larger enemy.

Yet Chazal hear something deeper in 
the word חָָּלֵֵק  The Gemara reads it as .וַַיֵּ�
a division of time, a splitting of the night 

hours. This battle unfolded on the night 
of the fifteenth of Nisan. Avraham pressed 
forward until midnight and then halted. 
The remainder of the night of the fifteenth 
was reserved for a future deliverance, the 
night of Yetziat Mitzrayim. The night was 
divided. The first half served Avraham, 
and the second half was preserved for us 
in Mitzrayim.

The layering of this night, shared by 
Avraham and Am Yisrael, is preserved in 
the piyyut Vayehi Bachatzi Halailah, which 
we recite toward the close of the Seder. 
The piyyut traces a pattern of geulot, each 
unfolding within this same historic night. 
Long before we left Mitzrayim, the night of 
the fifteenth had already been marked and 
set apart. It was a leil shimurim even before 
it became ours as a nation.

A TEMPLATE FOR TODAY 
The term shimurim does not refer only to 

the protection granted on that night. It also 
serves as a model for future generations 
and future events, even those that do not 
occur on this date. Yetziat Mitzrayim, our 
first geulah, became a template for later 
geulot. Chazal teach that when Moshiach 
comes, our enemies will be struck by a 

Pesach: The Night  
We Remember,  

The War We Are Living
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sequence of events that echo the ten mak-
kot, and the protection of that night will, in 
some form, return. This night is not limited 
to what occurred on the fifteenth of Nisan 
but shapes how future geulah will unfold.

As we move through this current war, 
our experience partially echoes that first 
night of Yetziat Mitzrayim. The sounds, 
the tension, and the sudden turns recall 
that night. Yet the resemblance remains 
incomplete. In many respects, we are 
still far from the fullness of geulah expe-
rienced on leil shimurim. We are mov-
ing toward geulah, but we have not yet 
arrived. That future night of redemption 
will carry the clarity and completeness of 
Yetziat Mitzrayim.

Until then, as we experience Pesach 
under fire, we remember what that night 
felt like in Mitzrayim and recognize how 
our current reality echoes it while still 
falling short.

WAR IN HEAVEN
The sequence of ten makkot reflected a 

shift in altitude. The early plagues unfold-
ed at ground level. Water turned to blood, 
the Nile disgorged swarms of creatures, 
the land crawled with vermin, and the 
carcasses of dead cattle lay across the 
landscape.

Gradually, the arena of the makkot rose 
from earth to heaven. Beginning with 
shechin, attention turned upward. Moshe 
cast handfuls of furnace soot into the air, 
and it spread across Egypt before descend-
ing upon the Egyptians as a skin affliction. 
Barad followed, with thunder and flaming 
hail descending from above. Then came 
the locusts, driven in from the sky, and 
afterward a dense darkness that settled 
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from above. Finally, the angel of death 
passed through Egypt, moving from home 
to home.

The plagues did not only intensify. They 
ascended. The battleground shifted from 
the ground beneath Egypt’s feet to the 
heavens above.

This shift carried deep monotheistic 
meaning. Yetziat Mitzrayim introduced 
monotheistic ideas into a pagan world. 
Over many generations these ideas would 
spread, but the direction was set. A central 
principle of monotheism is the hierarchy 
between Hashem and man. Paganism 
blurs that boundary. Man fashions his 
own gods and imagines that he can influ-
ence them through ritual and flattery. 
Monotheism rests upon an unbridgeable 
distance between man and Hashem. 
Hashem is not an extension of human 
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experience but stands beyond it.
The clearest image of that hierarchy 

is the divide between heaven and earth. 
Hashem in the heavens, beyond human 
reach, and man upon the earth. By shift-
ing the later makkot to the heavens, the 
Egyptians were taught that Hashem is not 
part of their world and not subject to their 
control.

Our current war has also shifted from 
the sand dunes of Gaza to the skies above 
us and above our enemies. Watching these 
events unfold in the heavens, and experi-
encing the success we have seen, reinforces 
the awareness that Hashem is waging these 
battles on our behalf. It makes no differ-
ence where battles are fought. Hashem 
ish milchamah, Hashem Shemo. Yet the 
movement into the heavens sharpens that 
awareness and strengthens our bitachon.

THE DOME OF THE SHECHINAH
On the night of Yetziat Mitzrayim, we 

were shielded from Makkat Bechorot 
by the presence of the Shechinah. That 
night marked the first time the Shechi-
nah revealed itself to an entire nation. 
The word Pesach is typically translated as 
Passover, but it also carries the meaning 
of hovering over. On that night, Hashem’s 
Shechinah descended into history on a 
national scale and hovered above the 
Jewish homes.

The Korban Pesach drew the Shechinah 
down from heaven. As the Shechinah hov-
ered over each Jewish home, the angel of 
death could not enter, and those homes 
were passed over. The presence of the 
Shechinah formed an impenetrable can-
opy of protection, preventing a single Jew 
from being harmed.

Today, Hashem has granted us the abil-
ity to protect our homes in Israel from 
missiles of death. The technological inge-
nuity He has enabled, together with the 
devotion and courage of our soldiers, has 
saved hundreds, if not thousands, of lives.

Yet this protective shield is not fully 
sealed. We have still suffered casualties 
and injuries. Our defenses are powerful, 
but they remain partial.

We live beneath a dome we have built, 
strengthened by siyata diShmaya, but 
we remember another kind of protec-
tion, quiet and complete. We await the 
moment when the Shechinah will once 
again descend, hovering over our homes 
and keeping us safe from harm.

SHELTER
The night of Pesach was spent at home. 

We were instructed not to leave our 
homes so that we would remain protect-
ed. This instruction continued to echo in 
later years in the way we ate the Korban 
Pesach. Even when the angel of death no 
longer hovered above, we were still for-
bidden to take any of the meat outside our 
homes.

The home became a place of protection, 
where families gathered for a festive meal 
that would launch their departure the 
next morning.

Over the past month, we too have gath-
ered inside for protection. It has not been 
around festive tables or in a spirit of cele-
bration. We have been crowded into shel-
ters, waking multiple times each night.

Like Pesach, we have been drawn 
indoors for safety. Our protection has not 
been complete, and our sheltering has 
been tense and unsettled.
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HURRIED
The night of Pesach unfolded with 

haste and compressed schedules. When 
redemption arrives, Hashem contracts 
time and accelerates history. Sudden polit-
ical shifts and rapid timelines signal that 
geulah is approaching. This was evident 
in the final year in Mitzrayim and even 
more on that last night. Within hours, 
we moved from slavery to freedom, from 
bondage to destiny, marching toward our 
homeland. Matzah became the enduring 
image of that hurried departure. Our 
geulah was too urgent to wait for. History 
moved faster than human rhythm.

The past month has carried a similar 
urgency. We feel history lurching forward. 
Wars are unfolding in compressed time-
frames, and the landscape shifts almost 
daily. Once again, events outpace us, and 
we are being hurried along.

Yet unlike Mitzrayim, our urgency is not 
yet aligned with redemption. An entire 
nation remains tethered to its phones, mov-
ing between routine and shelter, between 
ordinary life and sudden alarm. In some 
communities, the distinction between day 
and night has blurred, as relentless barrag-
es interrupt every rhythm.

In Mitzrayim, the acceleration carried 
us forward with clarity and security, 
driving us toward freedom. Our current 
urgency feels unsettled. History is press-
ing forward, but it has not yet reached 
that final surge toward redemption and 
stability. We are moving quickly, but we 
have not yet arrived.

SILENT AND LOUD
The night of Pesach was at once loud 

and silent. In the Egyptian quarters, it was 

 Unique & New apartment for rent, Dubnov 1, 
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filled with fear and shrieking. Pharaoh 
roamed the streets of Mitzrayim, search-
ing for Moshe and pleading with him to 
leave at once. For the Jewish people in 
Goshen, the night was strikingly quiet.

ולכל בני ישראל לא יחרץ כלב את לשונו
Hashem’s Shechinah descended, and 

even the natural order seemed to respond. 
The world beyond was chaotic, but the 
Jewish world was calm and composed. 
Even the dogs did not disturb the stillness.

We have not known much of that still-
ness in Israel this past month. Serenity has 
given way to sirens that wake us at night, 
interrupt our meals, and cut into our tefil-
lah. In some places there are only seconds 
to reach shelter. The noise unsettles, and 
what it signals weighs on us. The sirens 
are followed by ambulances and security 
forces rushing to the sites where missiles 
have struck. Life has become loud and 
constantly interrupted.

We wait for that quiet to return. We long 
for a life that feels protected again, where 
the chaos no longer reaches us.

We have experienced many of the 
sounds and emotions of the night of Yet-
ziat Mitzrayim. We are moving toward 
our geulah, but we are still at a distance. 
Some elements of that night have begun 
to reappear, while others remain beyond 
our reach.

NO LONGER DEFENSELESS
Yechezkel (chapter 16) describes our 

people during the Egyptian experience as 
a newborn cast into the open field, aban-
doned and struggling for life:

ואעבור עליך ואראך מתבוססת בדמיך
Hashem took us in, raised us, clothed 

us, and sustained us. That image captures 

how exposed and helpless we were in 
Mitzrayim, without strength and without 
protection. It reflects the unilateral nature 
of the geulah from Mitzrayim.

We are no longer that defenseless child. 
We have a state, an army, and millions 
of Jews, in Israel and across the world, 
working tirelessly to defend our people. 
We depend deeply on Hashem’s siyata 
diShmaya, but we now stand as partners 
in shaping our destiny.

The Haggadah emphasizes that on the 
night of Pesach, Hashem alone passed 
through Egypt and struck down the Egyp-
tians, without any intermediary:

אני ה’ אני ולא מלאך, אני ולא שליח
Moshe’s name is absent from the Hag-

gadah to underscore this reality. Redemp-
tion unfolded directly through Hashem, 
without human agency.

Today we act as His agents. At this stage 
of our redemption, we fight, we build, 
and we protect, often with courage that 
stretches beyond what we imagined pos-
sible. We still long for a moment when 
Hashem will descend into history and 
reshape it without the filters of politics 
and human effort, אני ה’ אני ולא מלאך.

Until that moment arrives, we continue 
as partners with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 
acting as His agents in this world, defend-
ing the land of our Avot and struggling to 
rebuild Jewish life in our homeland.

Chag Kasher V’samei’ach 

Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption, 
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood, 
and the Storms of War, is available at:  
mtaraginbooks.com.
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

The Journey 
of a Promise
PESACH - YEHOSHUA 3:5–7, 5:2–6:1, 6:27
There is a moment in this week’s Hafto-

rah that feels like the closing of a circle. 
After forty years of wandering, Bnei Yis-
rael stand in Gilgal, just having crossed 
the Yarden. The promise first spoken to 
Avraham Avinu centuries earlier is now 
becoming reality. At the Brit Bein HaBetar-
im, Hashem tells Avraham, דַַע… וְְדוֹֹר  יָָדֹעַַֹ תֵּ�ֵ
ה ּוּׁשׁבּוּ הֵֵנָּ�ָ  that his descendants will — רְְבִִיעִִי יָָ
endure exile and affliction, and then return. 
Now, standing at the threshold of the Land, 
those final words — ה ּוּׁשׁבּוּ הֵֵנָּ�ָ  are being — יָָ
fulfilled.

As the Abarbanel explains, Sefer Yehosh-
ua is not merely a narrative of conquest but 
a testimony to the reliability of Hashem’s 
promise. What was spoken to Avraham, 
reaffirmed to Yitzchak and Yaakov, and 
carried forward through Moshe, now takes 
form. A family of seventy becomes a nation, 

entering its land with Torah, identity and 
purpose. 

And yet, before they move forward, they 
pause. Before battle, before settlement, they 
renew the covenant. Yehoshua circumcis-
es the nation, restoring the ברית מילה that 
binds them to Avraham. The Land and the 
covenant are inseparable as promised to 
Avraham: ה נַַעַַן… וְְאַַתָּ�ָ ל־אֶֶרֶֶץ כְּ�ְ ׇ י לְְךָָ… אֶֶת ּכּ  וְְנָָתַַתִּ�ִ
רִִיתִִי תִִשְְׁמֹרֹ  To enter the Land is to step .אֶֶת־בְּ�ְ
into that relationship.

It is here that Hashem declares, הַַוֹֹּיּם  
ת מִִצְְרַַיִִם מֵֵעֲֲלֵֵיכֶֶם ַ וֹֹּלּתִִי אֶֶת חֶֶרְְפַּ�   Today I have“ — גַּ�ַ
rolled away the shame of Egypt from upon 
you.” Gilgal marks a turning point: not only 
have they left Egypt physically, they have 
now shed its imprint spiritually. Through 
Bris Milah and Korban Pesach, they recon-
nect to the covenant that began with Avra-
ham and was first lived in Egypt.

Perhaps this is why this perek is read on 
Pesach, because Pesach is not only about 
leaving — it is about arriving. The Bris Bein 
HaBetarim reminds us that Jewish history 
unfolds with direction and purpose. The 
return in the days of Yehoshua stands as 
testimony that Hashem’s promises endure.

As Chazal teach, בניסן נגאלו ובניסן עתידין 
 The redemption of the past points .ליגאל
toward the redemption of the future. Each 
year, as we sit at the Seder, we are not only 
remembering a story — we are stepping 
back into a covenant. The journey that 
began with Avraham is still unfolding. 
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 לשנה הבא בירושלים ! 
 חג פסח כשר ושמח

May your home be filled with the warmth of family, the richness of tradition, 
and the joy of freedom. Wishing you a Pesach of meaning, gratitude, and 

shared blessings! 
 

  

 
Yitzhak Ernst Nebenzahl St, Arnona 

21st-floor mini penthouse, Old City views, 
expansive terraces, bright 6 rooms, top-tier 

quality of life. 
NIS 9,500,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 
French Hill 

Great Investment opp, Renovated 3 room 
garden apt - (advanced stages of project 

renewal-pinui binui) garden exit from 
kitchen. NIS 2,800,000 Text for video/ pics 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 
 

 
Mevo Hamatmid St, City Center 

48 sqm 2 room apt in full service wonderful 
building with parking, pool, gym, security. 

Sold with appliances. 
Price: NIS 2,690,000 

Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 

 
Maalot Dafna 

brand new 2-bedroom apartment, bright 
and spacious, 3 exposures, sukkah 

balcony, safe room, elevator.NIS 3,532,195 
Racheli Blass 054-639-8123  

 

 

 
French Hill  

Renovated 5 rm / 3 full baths large mamad, 
balcony (12 sqm) , private parking + 

storage + 5th rm is a studio unit that can be 
rented out. ONLY NIS 3,900,000 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 
 

 

 

 
Dostai St. Katamon 

3 bedroom plus basement, private entrance 
and a garden. In a prime Katamon location 

with great potential. 
NIS 2,850,000 

David Weiser  +972-55-276-2960 
 

 
German Colony 

 Charming, unique 500 sqm private home, 
200 sqm registered wrap around garden, 

sun-filled rooms, 8 bdrms, 3 parking spots, 
safe rooms. Call for price.  

 Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 
 

 
Shalom Yehuda St, Arnona 

3. Prime Arnona pre-renewal deal: buy now 
new apartment later, save ₪800K+ with top 

developer - Call now. 
NIS 3,900,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 
Elazar Ben Yair St, Katamonim 

Great location, Rare new building, 4BR, 95 
sqm, safe room, parking, storage, balcony, 

near future light rail. 
NIS 4,275,000 

David Weiser   +972-55-276-2960 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one search away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  
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 ! בירושלים לשנה הבא 
 חג פסח כשר ושמח

Didn’t find what you were looking for on the first page? 
We added another page of amazing opportunities. 

And there are many more on our website!  

 

 

  

 
Hatibonim St, Rehavia 

 Old World Charm! 4 rms (83 sqm)  
2 balconies, 2nd floor, Mandate bldg, high 

ceilings, balcony, great investment!  
ONLY NIS 3,550,000 

Alyssa Friedland +972-54-668-4111 
 

 
Shehal St, Givat Mordechai  

Lev Ha’ir Project, new construction, 5BR 
luxury, spacious, 139 sqm, 2 master suites, 

safe room, balcony, Shabbat elevator, 
central ac. NIS4,990,000  

Oshrit Shneor  052-906-1125 
 

 
Aharon Brand St , Har Nof 

Massive Garden duplex: 11 bedrooms, 
expansive pastoral ground, private 

entrance, elevator and high-yield rental unit 
included. NIS 8,800,000 

Betsalel Bloch  0548259537 

 
Pachad Yitzhak St, Beitar Illit 

renovated and luxurious, close to the 
center. 200 sqm, 6 rooms, 4 bathrooms, 

balcony, Safety room 
NIS 3,890,000 

Shira Harazy 054-3378159 
 

 

 

 
Leib Yafe St, Arnona 

Bright 3-room gem in Old Arnona, boutique 
building - perfect family home or smart 

investment. Call now 
NIS 2,750,000 

Micha Paul  052-511-6340 
 

 

 

 
Ramat Eshkol  

Beautifully renovated 4-bedroom 127-meter 
apartment with master en-suite, balcony, 
parking, storage room and safe room, 3rd 

floor with elevator. NIS 6,000,000 
Racheli Blass 054-639-8123 

 

 
Eliyahu Meni St, Nachlaot/City Center 
Great investment property, 2 rooms, new 

construction, mammad, underfloor heating, 
Shabbat elevator, near shuk, overlooking 

Saidoff. Price: NIS 2,150,000 
Orna Even Parker  054-621-6069 

 
Caspi St - Rental 

Unmatched Old City views, private 400 
sqm house, 500 sqm garden - rare rental 
for yeshiva/Seminary/nonprofit. Call now. 

NIS 40,000 
Micha Paul  052-511-6340 

 

 
Lilach St, Ir Ganim 

 Exceptional villa, private land, 2 yielding 
units, 2 pools, building rights, very rare 

investment 
NIS 11,350,000 

David Weiser  +972-55-276-2960 
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FAMILY CLOSENESS
The Haggadah comments and analyzes 

the verses which describe the enslave-
ment in Egypt. Regarding the phrase 
“And God saw…our amaleinu (our bur-
den)...” the Haggadah states that this 
refers to “the sons” (eilu habanim). How 
are we to understand this cryptic com-
ment of the Haggadah?

Rav Charlop suggests that 
this refers to one of the devi-
ous plans of the Egyptians. 
The Egyptians noted a trea-
sured quality in the Jewish 
nation, Namely, their unique 
familial closeness and tight 
bond which characterized the 
Jewish nation.

By drowning the first born sons they 
intended to degrade and disrupt fami-
ly life. It is noteworthy that the Talmud 
(Sota 12a) relates that Amram and Yoch-
eved separated from each other in order 
not to bring another child into a wretch-
ed world. Our amaleinu, our ‘burden’ or 
our ‘efforts’ to maintain a healthy family 
life seemed almost futile in this harsh 
environment. And yet, somehow the Jew-
ish people held strong and refused to give 
up. Amram and Yocheved remarry and 

bring Moshe into the world.
Thus, Rav Charlop says, that the central 

mitzvah of the night reflects the family 
bond. We are to take a lamb “for the 
family” - “...buy for yourselves one of 
the flock for your families and slaugh-
ter the pesach-offering” (Shemot 12:21). 
Rarely if not ever do we find a mitzvah 

that is directed specifically to 
the mishpacha (family). This 
is intentional. It is meant to 
highlight the distinctiveness 
of the Jewish family and to 
emphasize from the very out-
set of forming a nation that 
Judaism places a supreme 
value on inter-family relation-
ships and closeness. 

The central mitzvah of the Pesach night 
is for parents to personally and directly 
relay the story to their children, v’higadeta 
levincha, another example of the central 
motif of family closeness and that every 
child should feel valued, supported and 
embraced. (Haggadah Mei Marom, p. 41)

Rav Charlop takes note that toward the 
end of the Seder we once again spotlight 
the beauty of family closeness. Eliyahu’s 
arrival at the end of the Seder is undoubt-
edly one of the most inspiring parts of 

Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop zt"l

Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlop: 
Mei Marom Haggadah Highlights
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Pesach night. It should be noted, says 
Rav Charlop, that Eliyahu the prophet is 
celebrated for the role he will play as we 
enter the time of redemption “to bring the 
heart of the father to his children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers” (Mala-
chi 3:24). The love of family members for 
one another and their close bond is one of 
the most celebrated and beautiful quali-
ties of our people. (Ibid. pp. 1-2)

MIGHTILY BOUND TO THE LAND
The text of the Pesach Haggada cites 

the Torah’s very first mention of the exile 
in Egypt. It comes in a message from 
God to Avraham: “He said to Avraham, 
‘You shall know that your seed will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and 
they will enslave them and make them 
suffer…” (Bereshit 15:13). Rav Charlop 
points out that embedded in this verse 
that describes the darkness of enslave-
ment is also the eternal promise that any 
other land is foreign to the Jew. Only the 
Land of Israel is home. The Jew will have 
one dream, one vision, one aspiration, 
one hope: to get back to the Land of Isra-
el. “Next year in Yerushalayim!”

Rav Charlop adds a crucial addendum. 
This verse which describes the Egyptian 
servitude hints at a broader experience 
of the Jew in foreign lands. As long as the 
Jew maintains a clear cognizance that 
they live in a foreign land, they will not 
need the reminders of suffering imposed 
by the gentile world which surrounds 
them. Lest the Jew begin to forget that 
they are to feel fully at home in any land, 
“the enslavement and suffering’ of a for-
eign culture and people may suddenly 
emerge to call to mind the eternal love of 

the Land. (Mei Marom Haggadah, p. 35)
In a similar vein, Rav Charlop com-

ments on the Haggadah’s description of 
the matza being the food that slaves ate 
‘because they rushed out of Egypt.” The 
Haggadah states: “They couldn’t tarry 
any longer” (lo yachlu le’hitmameah). 
This sense of immediacy was felt by Jew 
because they finally discerned that they 
no longer had a place in Egypt. They real-
ized that living in such an environment 
was simply no longer viable. Rav Char-
lop writes: “And this will also be the sign 
[of the redemption] in the future - when 
the Jew will feel that they no longer have 
a place in exile, and feel it necessary to 
leave and arrive in the Land of Israel.” 
(Ibid., p.50)

In another memorable Pesach teach-
ing of Rav Charlop regarding the unique-
ness of Eretz Yisrael, Rav Charlop turns 
to Haggadah’s description of the Rasha 
(wicked child). The text states that must 
we relay to the Rasha that were he had 
been in Egypt he would not have been 
redeemed. Reshaim at that time actually 
died during the plague of darkness and 
we emphasize that this would have been 
your demise as well. Rav Charlop com-
ments that although the wicked among 
the Jews would have been lost in the exile 
servitude of Egypt, a ‘wicked Jew’ will 
surely not to be lost when living in the 
Land of Israel. The bonds of the nation 
when living in the Land are so strong that 
even a Jew who is on the fringe is held 
tightly to the nation and will eventually 
find a path that will direct him to teshuva 
and commitment to Torah. 

Rav Charlop cites Rashi (Shemot 12:27) 
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who teaches that the people of Isra-
el were joyful when they heard of the 
redemption from Egypt “and bowed in 
gratitude” not only for the freedom but 
due to the fact that “they will have future 
generations of children.” Although the 
child just described to them in the verse 
(12:26) is a reference to the Rasha, ‘wick-
ed child,’ knowing that this child will 
make his home in the Land of Israel he 
will remain connected and surely will 
find the path that will bring him to a 
commitment to Torah and mitzvot. (Hag-
gadah Mei Marom, p. 32)

Seder night in particular, says Rav 
Charlop, inspires a deep longing and con-
nection of a Jew to Eretz Yisrael. “On this 
night the Jewish people are crowned with 
the majestic crown of the holy atmosphere 
of Eretz Yisrael and with the holy light of 
the makom Hamikdash (the place of the 
Holy Temple)...one senses the holiness of 
Eretz Yisrael no matter where one one is 
located.” (Haggadah Mei Marom, p. 2).

Seemingly Rav Charlop is alluding to 
the many halachot and symbols of the 
Seder night specifically awakens within 
a Jew and longing for the Holy Land and 
the Beit Hamikdash. We wash our hands 

for the vegetables (karpas) the way it 
was done when Beit Hamikdash stood. 
An egg and shank bone sitting on the 
Seder plate reminds us of the loss of the 
Beit Hamikdash and a Jews yearning to 
bring the korban Pesach once again. The 
Seder ends with the beloved words: “Next 
Year in a rebuilt Jerusalem.” These are 
only a few examples of prominent places  
throughout the Seder where our yearn-
ings for redemption and the return of 
our nation to the Land is expressed and 
should be wholly felt at the Seder. 

SPEECH IN EXILE
Rav Charlop cites an evocative pas-

sage from the work of the Zohar which 
states: “The exile in Egypt was an exile 
of speech.” (Zohar Parshat Va’era p. 25b). 
This cryptic statement requires eluci-
dation. Is there a source for this idea in 
the Torah’s description of the Israelite 
enslavement? Noteworthy is the fact that 
Moshe is described as being “heavy of lip 
and heavy of speech.” With the giving 
of Torah Moshe becomes the “speaker,” 
communicator and teacher of Torah.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik was also 
intrigued by this teaching in the Zohar 
(‘Redemption, Prayer, Talmud Torah’ in 
Tradition 1978) and cited this teaching as 
the basis for one of his classic teachings 
in regard to Pesach and the meaning of 
redemption. Both masters suggest that 
a slave who is forced to engage in harsh 
labor and has no freedom to choose for 
himself - however the slave, on a psy-
chological level, tragically also loses 
something most precious  - namely, his 
sense of self. He no longer believes that 
his own convictions and ideas have any 
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relevance.There is no need to speak 
because he has nothing to contribute - 
he has no confidence in himself and he 
surely believes that he cannot make a 
difference - “his speech is in exile.” Free-
dom from slavery is not only a physical 
freedom from servitude it is new self 
awareness that expressing my thoughts, 
sharing words for others to hear is of 
great import. 

Mount Sinai was a place of words. The 
Ten commandments are known as th 
Asert Adibrot, literally translated: ‘The 
Ten Statements.’ The study of Torah and 
its wisdom invest man with the gift to 
communicate a message. The Jewish 
nation accepting the Torah was an act 
of “redeeming speech.” (Haggadah Mei 
Marom, p.33)

The night of Pesach is celebrated espe-
cially as a night of speech. Ve’higadeat 
le’vincha, “Tell your child.” The central 
mitzvah of the night highlights the fact 
that we have a unique story and an 
enthralling message to pass on to the next 
generation. The Ari’zal (Pri Eitz Chaim, 
Shaar Mikrah Kodesh, ch. 4) suggested 
that the name of the festival contains an 
exquisite hint to the power of speech - 
“Peh Sach” - a mouth converses. The path 
to redemption is when we as Jews make 
use of the precious and powerful gift 
of prayer and Talmud Torah which are 
expressions of speech.

THE AROMA OF REDEMPTION
Rav Charlop shares an intriguing mid-

rash which tells a more detailed account 
of what transpired on the final night the 
Jews were in Egypt prior to being freed 
(Shemot Rabah ch. 19). According to the 

midrashic telling, God asked the Jewish 
people to first undergo the procedure of 
circumcision so that you will have the 
requisite merit in order to be redeemed. 

The majority of the people pushed back 
and refused to go through with this diffi-
cult and painful task. God then told Moshe 
to prepare his Paschal offering and along 
with the aroma of the meat being cooked, 
God attached the sweet aroma of the Gar-
den of Eden. At this point the people could 
not restrain themselves from desiring the 
taste of the meat of the pesach-offering 
and begged Moshe for a taste. Moshe said, 
“Unless you are circumcised I cannot 
allow you to eat the meat.” 

The Jewish men quickly agreed to cir-
cumcision and astoundingly, says the mid-
rash, the blood of sacrificial lamb mixed 
with the blood of the circumcision. God 
then passed through the camp and placed 
a kiss on the forehead of each Jew and 
gave a blessing. The midrash concludes: 
This is the meaning of the verse in Yechez-
kel which described God’s redemption of 
the Israel from Egypt, “Then I passed you 
and saw you wallowing in your blood, and 
I said, “By your blood you shall live; and I 
said to you, “By the blood you shall live” 
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(Yechezkel 16:6). The repeated phrase, ‘By 
the blood you shall live’ means: ‘You shall 
live’ by the blood of the pesach-offering 
and ‘you shall live’ by the blood of the 
circumcision.”

Rav Charlop explains that there was 
a purity in scent or the aroma that the 
Jew, even under the harshest conditions, 
was able to discern. When they tapped 
into their sincere feelings in their heart 
and souls and discovered the true long-
ing they had for redemption which had 
been a promise of God to their forefa-
ther Avraham, they immediately came 
to Moshe and were able to garner the 
strength, courage and determination to 
sacrifice what was needed (the blood of 
circumcision) in order to embark on the 
path which would direct them to fulfill 
the grand vision of Redemption. (Hagga-
dah Mei Marom, pp. 39-40)

THE EXHILARATING SEVENTH NIGHT  
On the seventh night of Pesach, Shevii 

Shel Pesach, Rav Charlop would host each 
year a large gathering at his home late 
in the night around the midnight hour, 
where he would present a shiur on the 
Shirat Hayam (‘Song of the Sea’) which 
is of course the reading of the Torah the 
morning in the seventh day of Pesach 
celebrating the wondrous event that 
took place on date. Torah scholars would 
flock to listen to his expounding on this 
passage, which included halacha and the 
deeper teachings of kabbalah. 

Following his celebrated discourse, Rav 
Chalop would stand and recite the Shirat 
Hayam verse by verse with immense feel-
ing and in a special tune, a melody that 
Rav Chalop composed himself. All who 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.

gathered would then sing and dance with 
great exuberance. (‘The Seventh Night of 
Pesach with Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Char-
lop,’ Samson Arutz Sheva)

It is noteworthy that the events of the 
splitting of the Sea served as the culmina-
tion of the redemption from Egypt. Until 
that point the Jewish people were not 
completely safe and completely emanci-
pated. That final miracle of crossing the 
sea was the highpoint of redemption.

Surely this night had special relevance 
for Rav Charlop in that he perceived the 
miracles of the modern State of Israel as 
a high point in the redemptive process 
for Am Yisrael in modern times.

In one of the talks he gave on the sev-
enth night of Pesach recorded in his 
Haggada, he emphasis the loved shared 
between the Almighty and His beloved 
people and submits that this love is evi-
dent in our day as we are experiencing the 
Jews longing and the miraculous return to 
the Land of Israel. The love of God for his 
people in the ancient days of Egypt and 
the splitting of the sea is being revealed 
once again before very eyes in modern 
times. (Haggadah Mei Marom, pp.89-95) 
[It is noteworthy that Chabad chassidim 
have the custom to learn Torah the entire 
seventh night of Pesach. Special empha-
sis is placed on the seventh day of the 
Pesach in the writings of the Alter Rebbe 
in Likutie Torah, parshat Tzav 15, 1-4] 
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Sefirah is the counting of seven complete weeks from the second evening of Pesach until Shavuot. 
The count, which takes place after night fall for the following day, is preceded by the blessing only 

if done in the evening and no days have been missed in the count.

Visit www.ou.org/sefirah to receive an email reminder to count each day. Emails are pre-programmed 
to go out on each of the 49 days of the Omer to help make sure you don’t forget to count!

SEFIRAT HAOMER 2026/5786
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FRI. EVENING APRIL 3 2

SAT. EVENING APRIL 4 3

SUN. EVENING APRIL 5 4

MON. EVENING APRIL 6 5

TUES. EVENING APRIL 7 6

WED. EVENING APRIL 8 7

THURS. EVENING APRIL 9 8

FRI. EVENING APRIL 10 9

SAT. EVENING APRIL 11 10

SUN. EVENING APRIL 12 11

MON. EVENING APRIL 13 12

TUES. EVENING APRIL 14 13

WED. EVENING APRIL 15 14

THURS. EVENING APRIL 16 15

FRI. EVENING APRIL 17 16

SAT. EVENING APRIL 18 17

SUN. EVENING APRIL 19 18

MON. EVENING APRIL 20 19

TUES. EVENING APRIL 21 20

THURSDAY EVENING APRIL 2 1

NOTE: IF YOU FORGET TO COUNT AT NIGHT, YOU MAY COUNT ALL OF THE NEXT DAY – BUT WITHOUT A BLESSING 
YOU MAY RESUME COUNTING THE NEXT EVENING WITH A BLESSING.

106  www.oupassover.org
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WED. EVENING APRIL 22 21

THURS. EVENING APRIL 23 22

FRI. EVENING APRIL 24 23

SAT. EVENING APRIL 25 24

SUN. EVENING APRIL 26 25

MON. EVENING APRIL 27 26

TUES. EVENING APRIL 28 27

WED. EVENING APRIL 29 28

THURS. EVENING APRIL 30 29

FRI. EVENING MAY 1 30

SAT. EVENING MAY 2 31

SUN. EVENING MAY 3 32

MON. EVENING MAY 4 33

TUES. EVENING MAY 5 34

WED. EVENING MAY 6 35

THURS. EVENING MAY 7 36

FRI. EVENING MAY 8 37

SAT. EVENING MAY 9 38

SUN. EVENING MAY 10 39

MON. EVENING MAY 11 40

TUES. EVENING MAY 12 41

WED. EVENING MAY 13 42

THURS. EVENING MAY 14 43

FRI. EVENING MAY 15 44

SAT. EVENING MAY 16 45

SUN. EVENING MAY 17 46

MON. EVENING MAY 18 47

TUES. EVENING MAY 19 48

WED. EVENING MAY 20 49

www.ou.org/sefirah
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The Mitzvah 
of Matzah

In the following summary, we will dis-
cuss some of the primary halachot relat-
ed to the mitzvah of eating matzah at the 
Seder.

There is a Torah mitzvah to eat at least 
one k’zayit of matzah on the night of 
the Seder (two Seder nights out-
side of Eretz Yisrael) (Rambam, 
Chametz Umatzah 6:1). This 
mitzvah applies to both 
men and women. Chil-
dren who have reached 
the age of chinuch (educa-
tion), approximately six 
years old, should likewise 
be trained to fulfill this mitz-
vah (Ibid., 6:10; see also R. Moshe Harari, 
Mikraei Kodesh, Leil Haseder 7:39). One 
should have in mind to fulfill the mitzvah 
when eating the matzah during “mot-
zi-matzah” (Mishnah Berurah 475:34).

The procedure for eating the matzah is 
as follows: The leader of the Seder picks 
up all three matzot and recites the beracha 
of “hamotzi” over them, in order to fulfill 
the requirement of lechem mishneh (two 
loaves) according to all opinions (some 
hold that on Pesach, the broken matzah 
should serve as one, while others hold the 

bottom whole matzah is the second one). 
The leader then puts down the bottom 
matzah and recites the second beracha of 
“al achilat matzah” over the top two mat-
zot, which are used for “motzi-matzah” 
(Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 475:1 and Mishnah 
Berurah 475:2). The matzah is then dis-
tributed to all participants, ensuring that 
each person receives at least a k’zayit (see 
below). If necessary, the required amount 
may be completed using additional matzah 

(R. Shimon Eider, “Halachos of 
Pesach,” p.274; R. Ovadia 

Yosef, Chazon Ovadia, p.65).
There are numerous 

opinions regarding the 
precise measurement 
of a k’zayit. In addition, 

some maintain that one 
should eat two k’zeitim, 

due to uncertainty as to 
whether the halachic size of an egg 

(which is used as a reference measure) 
has changed over time (see Shulchan 
Aruch 486:1 and Mishnah Berurah 486:1). 
Although the details and various opinions 
are beyond the scope of this summary 
(see, e.g., https://halachipedia.com/index.
php?title=Required_Amount_of_Matzah_
and_Wine_for_the_Seder for a range of 
opinions), eating at least approximately 48 
cc fulfills the mitzvah according to many 
opinions. This amount satisfies one k’zayit 
according to many stringent opinions, and 
two k’zeitim according to some of the more 

RABBI ELI OZAROWSKI
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR
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lenient opinions (R. Yosef Zvi Rimon, “Leil 
Haseder: Halacha Mimekorah, p.151).

The k’zayit is generally calculated by 
volume (length x width x height) among 
Ashkenazim (R. Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach, Halichot Shlomo, Pesach 9:8; R. Sim-
cha Rabinowitz, Piskei Teshuvot 210:1), 
and is approximately three-quarters of a 
standard machine matzah (60 cc), which is 
often a bit less than half of a whole hand 
matzah (though sizes and thickness of 
hand matzot vary, so one should measure 
using a standard-size machine matzah). 
Many Sephardim, however, measure the 
amount by weight, which results in a larg-
er required amount (Kaf Hachaim, O.C. 
168:46; R. Ovadia Yosef, Yechaveh Da’at 
1:16).

The k’zayit of matzah should ideally be 
eaten within the time frame of “kedei achi-
lat peras” (the time it takes to eat half a loaf 
of bread) (Mishnah Berurah 475:9). This 
is often estimated at approximately four 
minutes (V’zot Habracha, p.6), while some 
allow for up to six or seven minutes (Cha-
zon Ovadia, p.66).

Many poskim maintain that one fulfills 
this requirement by eating in a normal, 
continuous manner, even if it takes longer 
than this time to complete the k’zayit (R. 
Rimon, p.128).

One who is ill, or for whom eating the 
amount of matzah discussed previous-
ly may pose a medical concern, should 
consult a competent halachic authority. 
In such cases, one may be able to rely on 
more lenient opinions and suffice with 
approximately 30 cc of matzah, or even less 
if necessary (see R. Moshe Mordechai Karp, 
Hilchot Chag B’chag, end; R. Rimon, p.148; 

see also https://www.star-k.org/articles/
articles/seasonal/15813/pesach-shiurim/).

One who has celiac disease but is able 
to tolerate oats should endeavor to obtain 
kosher oat matzah, as in cases of need, 
matzah may be made from any of the five 
grains (Chazon Ovadia, p.76; R. Yaakov Ari-
el, as cited in Oholei Halacha, p.265).

Ideally, the matzah for motzi-matzah 
should be eaten on its own in the normal 
manner of eating. One who has difficulty 
chewing may crumble the matzah (Biur 
Halachah 461:4). If necessary, it may be 
slightly softened by minimal soaking in 
water prior to eating (Chazon Ovadia, p.72).

Regarding using salt with matzah, Sep-
hardim generally dip the matzah in salt, as 
is done with challah throughout the year, 
whereas Ashkenazim generally refrain 
from doing so, since matzah is considered 
lechem oni (poor-man’s bread) (Shulchan 
Aruch and Rema 475:1; Mishnah Berurah 
475:4).

One should eat the matzah while reclin-
ing, in fulfillment of the mitzvah of hasei-
bah. If one ate the matzah without reclin-
ing, one should eat another k’zayit while 
reclining; however, the berachot are not 
repeated (Shulchan Aruch and Rema 472:7, 
475:1).

Sephardic women who forgot to recline 
need not eat again, as although they gener-
ally are obligated to recline, after the fact 
they may rely on the opinion that wom-
en are not obligated in haseibah (Chazon 
Ovadia, p.68; R. Mordechai Eliyahu, cited 
in R. Harari, p.161). Ashkenazi women, 
who according to most poskim are not 
obligated to recline, certainly need not eat 
the matzah again if they did not recline, 
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although some recommend them reclining 
lechatchilah for all parts of the Seder where 
men recline (see Rema 472:4; Kaf Hachaim 
472:28; Peninei Halacha, Pesach 16:12)

It is forbidden to speak in between the 
berachot recited on matzah until one has 
eaten a k’zayit. If one did speak, the bera-
chaot are not repeated (Chazon Ovadia, 
p.68). Ideally, one should avoid unneces-
sary conversation until the end of Korech, 
as this, too, is considered a continuation of 
the mitzvah of matzah (Shulchan Aruch 
475:1 and Mishnah Berurah 475:24; see 
further below).

In situations where an interruption may 
be necessary, e.g., a pre-warning current-
ly given in Israel after a missile launch 
from Iran a few minutes before the missile 
arrives, one should, if possible, delay begin-
ning motzi-matzah briefly in order to avoid 
interruption when moving to the shelter or 
safe room. If a siren for an incoming mis-
sile is heard in the middle of motzi-matzah, 
one may take the remainder of the matzah 
to the shelter or safe room and continue to 
eat there in the proper manner. If that is 
not possible, one may return and eat a new 
k’zayit within the proper time frame. 

In all such cases, one may speak as 

needed for safety purposes, though unnec-
essary conversation should still be avoided 
until the mitzvah has been completed (for 
further discussion of missile alerts during 
the Seder, see R. Elchanan Printz, “Azakah 
B’leil Haseder,” available on request).

During “Korech,” one eats an additional 
k’zayit of matzah (taken from the bottom 
matzah, supplemented as needed) 
together with a k’zayit of maror, in 
accordance with the opinion of Hillel, 
who held that matzah should be eaten 
together with maror (Shulchan Aruch 
475:1).

Since Korech is a rabbinic enactment, 
one may rely on a smaller measure of 
approximately 30 cc of matzah, which is 
about half of a standard machine matzah, 
and a bit more than a quarter of an aver-
age hand matzah, but as noted above, siz-
es of hand matzot vary (R. Rimon, p.152). 
Before eating the Korech, one recites the 
paragraph of “Zecher L’mikdash k’Hillel,” 
as printed in the Haggadah. One should 
recline when eating Korech. If one did 
not recline, one need not eat it again, as 
reclining for Korech is not obligatory (Shul-
chan Aruch 475:1; Shulchan Aruch Harav 
475:18-20).

The Afikomen is eaten after the meal in 
commemoration of the Korban Pesach, 
which was eaten when one was already 
satiated (Shulchan Aruch 477:1). It should 
be taken from the larger broken matzah, 
though additional matzah may be used if 
needed or if the original Afikomen is lost 
(Rema 477:2). Since some opinions con-
sider this eating to fulfill a Torah-level 
mitzvah, one should ideally eat the same 
amount as for motzi-matzah. However, one 
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may rely on a smaller amount if necessary 
– preferably at least 40 cc, which consti-
tutes two k’zeitim according to some opin-
ions (two-thirds of a machine matzah, a bit 
more than one-third of average hand mat-
zot), or less in cases of difficulty (R. Rimon, 
p.195). One should recline while eating 
the Afikomen (Shulchan Aruch 477:1). If 
one forgets to recline and it is difficult to 
eat more, one need not eat again (Mishnah 
Berurah 477:4).

Ideally, one should retain a slight appe-
tite for the Afikomen. If one is already 
entirely full, one nevertheless fulfills the 
mitzvah; however, one who is so satiated 
that one is repulsed by food does not fulfill 
the mitzvah (Mishnah Berurah 476:6)

One should ideally eat the Afikomen 
before chatzot (halachic midnight, 12:42 
am in Jerusalem and 12:59 am in New 
York). One who was unable to do so may 
still eat it afterward (Shulchan Aruch 
477:1). However, if even the initial eating 
of matzah took place only after chatzot, 
the berachot on matzah should no longer 
be recited at that point (Mishnah Berurah 
477:6).

It is forbidden to eat any food after the 
Afikomen (Shulchan Aruch 478:1). With 
regard to drinking, some prohibit all bev-
erages aside from the third and fourth 
cups, while others permit non-intoxicating 
drinks, and some are lenient to allow all 
beverages after chatzot (Mishnah Berurah 
478:2; Chazon Ovadia, p.112; Piskei Teshu-
vot 478:1).

The afikomen must be eaten all in one 
room. Moreover, the entire thing must be 
eaten at the same table (Rema 478:1; Mish-
nah Berurah 4). Therefore, if one receives 

Rabbi Eli Ozarowski serves as editor of the Tzurba 
M’Rabanan English Series, an innovative, systematic 
learning program covering hundreds of major topics in 
the Shulchan Aruch from Tanach through modern-day 
halachic application. He is also the author of the OU’s 
Torat Imecha Halacha Series. Rabbi Ozarowski received 
semicha from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary (RIETS) and holds an M.A. from the Azrieli 
Graduate School of Jewish Education and Administration. 
He lives in Mitzpeh Yericho with his wife, Zemira, who 
serves as Director of Women’s Programming at OU Israel, 
together with their nine children.

Torat Imecha Halacha is a project of the OU Women’s 
Initiative to facilitate greater knowledge and under-
standing of halacha. Joining Torat Imecha Halacha 
allows you to master halacha consistently, by learning 
just two halachot every day in a manner that is simple, 
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your phone in 2 minutes or less. Imagine how many 
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a pre-warning for a missile launch, one 
should avoid having to interrupt eating the 
afikomen in the middle to move to a shel-
ter or safe room, such as by waiting until 
after the all clear notification is given, even 
if this is after chatzot. However, if needed, 
one may rely on more lenient opinions that 
permit eating the rest of the afikomen in a 
second location (Chazon Ish, O.C. 124; see 
article of R. Printz referenced above). 
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INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

JEN AIRLEY

Beyond 
Worthiness

 Hashem’s - מדלג על ההרים ומקפץ על הגבעות
Infinite Love Revealed on Pesach

Shir HaShirim, the Megillah we read on 
Shabbat of Pesach, paints a striking image: 
 Hashem - ”מדלג על ההרים, מקפץ על הגבעות“
“leaps over mountains” and “skips over 
hills.” Chazal, in the Midrash, explain that 
this describes how Hashem relates to us, 
most powerfully at the moment of Yetziat 
Mitzrayim.

What are these “mountains” and “hills”? 
The Midrash explains that Moshe says 

to Am Yisrael “this is the month you will 
be redeemed” but the people replied, ‘how 
will we be redeemed? We are so immersed 
in the idol worship of the land of Egypt’. 
Moshe Rabbenu answered כיון שחפץ הקב״ה 
 .לגאלכם, אינו מביט בגלולי עבודה זרה שלכם
Here, Hashem is overriding His trait of דין, 
of judgement. Instead, His deep love for בני 
-His precious, favored child, cov ,בכורי ישראל
ers all iniquities. 

Am Yisrael had sunk to the depths of מ״ט 
 nearly indistinguishable from ,שערי טומאה
the Egyptians. By all standards, redemption 
should have been withheld.

And yet - Hashem “skipped.”
He leapt over the calculations. He ignored 

the “mountains” of הדין and the “hills” of 

unworthiness. Why? Because His love is not 
dependent on what we are in the moment. 
It flows from something deeper, something 
essential - the bond between Hashem and 
His people. 

This is the ‘love song’ between Hashem 
and Am Yisrael of Shir Hashirim that Rabbi 
Akiva said is the קודש הקודשים of Scripture. 

Pesach is not only the story of freedom. It 
is the revelation of a love that defies logic.

If we were to truly internalize this - that 
Hashem took us out not because we earned 
it, but because He loves us - everything 
about our avodat Hashem should begin to 
shift. Faith should feel different. 

We often believe we need to become “wor-
thy” before we can fully trust Hashem. But 
Pesach teaches the opposite. The greatest 
Geulah of our past came when we were least 
deserving. That means our bitachon doesn’t 
need to wait. It can be whole, even now.

This was not just a rescue - it was an act of 
love. Hashem didn’t hesitate. He “jumped” 
toward us. When we daven, when we strug-
gle, even when we fall, we are turning to 
One who has already shown how far He is 
willing to go for us.

For me, I often try to imagine Hashem’s love 
through the lens of a parent’s love for a child - 
because that is something I can relate to.

Some people are blessed to experience 
a deep, safe, and loving parent–child rela-
tionship, something they can naturally 
draw upon to understand this idea. Others 
carry pain, distance, or confusion from 
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The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat 
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the 
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces, 
bereaved families and widows can come for 
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more 
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

those relationships — and for 
them, the metaphor can feel 
harder to access. That reality 
deserves to be acknowledged 
with sensitivity.

I recently came across a con-
versation I had with my son, 
Binyamin, when he was 15 
years old - at a stage when he 
could be difficult, wild, and at times even 
defiant, like many adolescents finding their 
way. And yet, in that exchange, I felt some-
thing so strong, so unconditional - a love 
that wasn’t dependent on behavior, compli-
ance, or perfection. It simply was.

Upon reflection, I think: if this is what I 
feel as a human being, with all my limita-
tions… then this is only a tiny, almost insig-
nificant taste of Hashem’s love for His chil-
dren. Because He is not human. His love is 
not limited. It is infinite.

That realization reframes everything.
It means that when Hashem “skips over 

mountains,” it is not a one-time act in his-
tory. It is a window into how He relates to 
us always.

And it invites a response.
Not מתוך פחד - not from fear. 
But מתוך אהבה - from love.
When someone shows us kindness we 

did not earn, something inside us awakens. 
A desire to come closer. To respond. To not 
take that love for granted.

Pesach, then, becomes deeply personal.
If Hashem loved us enough to redeem 

us from the lowest place - if He was willing 
to leap over every barrier to bring us close 
- then the question is not only what hap-
pened then.

The question is:

How would we live… how would we 
daven… how would we trust… if we truly 
believed how much He loves us?

P.S. People will likely wonder how I can 
feel so passionately about this — when it is 
this same Hakadosh Baruch Hu who took 
my Binyamin away from me.

It is precisely this.
Relationships are not always simple or 

perfect. In every deep relationship, there 
are moments of closeness and moments of 
pain. There are דברים שאיננו מבינים. Especial-
ly with Hashem. Love does not mean the 
absence of hurt. Relationships do not live 
on highs alone.

And yet, the existence of pain does not 
negate the love — it deepens the complexity 
of the relationship. If anything, it calls for 
a more honest, more real connection. One 
that can hold both אהבה and כאב at the same 
time.

אם תמצאו את דודי
Let Him know

כי חולת אהבה אני 
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,790,000 NIS 
Zayit: 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,935,000 NIS 
Zayit: 6 room duplex apt. large 
balcony. 153 m 3,180,000 NIS 
Dekel: 5 room 150m, huge 50m 

M2.5 (no elevator) floor rd, 3balcony 
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Succah balcony  3.690.000 NIS 
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Machon Puah for Fertility and 
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

The Need for 
Supervision
Last time we discussed the problems 

facing couples undergoing fertility during 
the current Iran War. One of the challenges 
was that some of the fertility clinics did not 
want to permit the halachic supervisors to 
be in the laboratory. They told couples that 
halachic supervision was not available in 
their clinic, and the couple should undergo 
treatment without supervision.

If a couple had not started treatment, or 
was at a very early stage, they were able to 
switch to another facility. But if the couple 
were at an advanced stage of treatment, or 
were in the middle, such as a case in which 
the eggs had been retrieved, fertilized and 
were ready for transfer, it was not possible 
to suggest another clinic.

Halachic supervision, called hashgacha 
or pikuach, for fertility treatments ensures 
the integrity of genetic material during lab 
procedures, preventing mix-ups and ensur-
ing correct, known, or acceptable lineage. 
PUAH provides supervised lab services to 
meet strict Orthodox Jewish legal standards 
regarding paternity and maternity, particu-
larly in IVF.

The halachic rationale for supervision 
of fertility treatments is based on the hala-
chic imperative of determining who the 

parent is, and this leading to the need for 
differentiating between the potential par-
ents. If a man dies, or a couple divorce, his 
wife cannot remarry until three months 
have elapsed. The Gemara (Yevamot 42a) 
explains this requirement based on the 
verse (Bereishit 17:7) “to be your God and 
for your children after you”, “said Rav Nach-
man and Shmuel – to distinguish between 
the children of the first [husband] and the 
second [husband].”

Rashi explains that God resides on the 
Jewish people when it is certain who are 
whose parents, but when this distinction is 
absent, God’s presence retreats as well.

Another concern that the Talmud raises 
is the possibility that siblings may marry 
each other. If it is unclear who is the father 
then there could be a situation in which a 
brother and a sister may end up marrying 
each other, without knowing that they were 
siblings.

Usually, we assume that the parents are 
the mother and her husband, even if there 
is a chance that another man is actually 
the father. When a couple are married the 
assumption is that she is the mother and he 
is the father. But when the fertilization takes 
place in the lab and there is other genetic 
material in the vicinity and mistakes can 
happen, to rely on the natural process may 
not be sufficient.

Therefore, many poskim require halachic 
supervision for treatment.

More on this next time. 
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It’s Time  
for Love

There is something we don’t talk about 
enough: how incredibly hard it is to date 
during a war - and Pesach, starting now, 
only adds to that.

I know this firsthand. For the first year 
and a half of the war, I didn’t go on any 
dates. There were barely any suggestions, 
and the matches I did have fell apart 
because of miluim or other war-related 
circumstances - and it’s been like that 
again recently too. I know I’m not alone 
in this. Finding people to date in the first 
place is its own challenge.

Now more than ever, people need 
connection - not in spite of the war, but 

because of it. Loneliness in hard times 
is its own heartbreak. Feeling chosen by 
another human being matters more right 
now, not less. This is the time to pursue 
love with more intention, more courage, 
and more community. It’s also why I set 
up friends myself - because even if I hav-
en’t found “the one” yet, I can still help 
the people I love find theirs.

Shagririm Balev exists because singles 
deserve someone in their corner. A warm 
introduction from a caring friend can be 
a lifeline. Love is, in its own quiet way, an 
act of resistance - a declaration that we 
are still here, still hopeful, still building a 
future. We believe that everyone can be a 
shadchan! It’s a community run database 
where friends set up friends - doing the 
behind-the-scenes work of helping the 
people they love find their person.

Pesach is the ultimate holiday of hope - 
the story of a people who refused to give 
up, who believed the future could look 
completely different from the present. 
Sometimes being single feels like wander-
ing. But the waiting is not wasted. Just as 
we open our homes to friends and family 
at the Seder and over chag, we can open 
our hearts to making matches - to helping 
the people we love feel a little less alone.

Hope with a community behind it? 
That’s a movement. At Shagririm Balev, 
we just celebrated our 500th engagement 
- and by the time this goes to print, we’ll 
probably be at 510 or more! Whether 
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you’re searching yourself or have already 
found love, everyone can join and help 
their friends find love.

So this Pesach, let’s be the change. 
Let’s light a spark of hope, make intro-
ductions, and remind each other that no 
one should sit at the Seder table feeling 
invisible.
👉  Join Shagririm Balev. Let’s go 

from 500 engagements to 5,000.
Chag Pesach Sameach - may all of us 

who are searching find love before next 
Pesach. 💛 

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon, 
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking 
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With 
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, 
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 
Wedding every 2 days!

en.shagririm.org.il
0585323242

Want to set up your friends?  
Become their ambassador -  

join Shagririm Balev!
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The  
Golden Mean

The economist John Kenneth Galbraith 
once commented that the definition of 
a true philosopher is someone who can 
defend two polar opposite theories and 
be comfortable with Galbraith was on to 
something, but he was preceded by Cha-
zon Ish. 

In a letter, Chazon Ish comments on the 
qualifications of a Navi. He quotes Ram-
bam for example who states that Nevu’ah 
can only be received and transmitted if 
the prophet is b’simcha. Remarkably that 
means, comments Chazon Ish, that when  
Yirmiyahu wrote Eicha he was b’simcha! 
This counter-intuitive reality highlights 
the fact that a person has the capacity to 
live with two contradictory qualities and 
function comfortably with both of them 
simultaneously. 

In fact a careful reading of the first and 
second chapters of Rambam’s Hilchot Deot 
will reveal that this is the proper under-
standing of the Golden Mean, the middle 
path in exercising character traits. Contrary 
to the generally accepted understanding of 
this central motif that this “middle road” 
is “moderation” in the classic sense ( not 
extremely arrogant yet not extremely hum-
ble, but somewhere in the middle). Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk was known to 
say “A horse walks in the middle of the road 
not a Jew”.  

A proper analysis of Rambam’s halachot 
will reveal the true understanding of the 
Golden Mean. 

He can also exercise extreme 
humility and an embracing love

It is not about a constant positioning “in 
the middle “Deot is about being in total 
control of one’s emotions. True success 
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At the time of this writing Am Yisrael is 
at war. The State of Israel in Eretz Yisrael 
is valiantly defeating the enemy under the 
watchful eye and direction of The Shomer 
Yisrael. As well, the Torah that we read, 
learn, live and love is the real answer 
to the antisemitism that we experience 
world wide.

Ask anyone what piece of art comes to 
mind when they think of Leonardo De 
Vinci or one of the Renaissance Masters 
invariably it will be the Mona Lisa paint-
ed in 1515 and it only became famous 
400 years later when it was found miss-
ing from its place in a French museum. 
An Italian handyman, Vincenzo Perug-
gia stole it. Twenty six hours later it was 
discovered missing. By the time the thief 
was found, the painting was major news. 
The only reason Peruggia chose the Mona 
Lisa was because it was unknown and its 
loss would not be discovered so quickly. 
The missing Mona Lisa became famous 
through its absence. 

By the time the Pesach Haggada became 
the central text of the Seder, Moshe was 
already the most famous man who ever 
lived on the planet. In fact it was large-
ly the events described in the Haggada 
which made him famous. From Egyptian 

bondage to the receiving of the Torah at 
Har Sinai continuing with the journey 
through the desert towards Eretz Yisrael, 
Moshe led the way.

This begs the question that has been 
asked by countless commentatories , why 
is Moshe’s name absent from the Hag-
gada? His name does appear once in a 
pasuk, but interestingly that very verse 
does not even appear in the Rambam’s 
Haggada!

Moshe about whom the Gemarah 
(Sota 136) comments “Moshe did not 
die… just as he served Hashem in his 
lifetime, so does He serve Him now” is 
missing from the Haggada. 

Rabbi Soloveitchik records his child-
hood frustration about the missing Moshe.

“Moshe’s name was eliminated from 
the pages of the Haggada as if he had nev-
er existed. As a small child, I asked why 
Moshe is not mentioned in the Haggada, 
and the answers my father gave me - which 
were similar to the explanation I have giv-
en here , - were futile. Simply, I cried. Final-
ly, my father, in order to placate me, found 
the name of Moshe in the Haggada. It is not 
in the Haggada proper but in a proof text: 
“They believed in the L-rd and in His ser-
vant Moshe (Shmot 14:31). This calmed my 

The Seder:  
The Question is the Answer

GUEST DVAR TORAH
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mind somewhat but I still felt that we were 
committing an injustice against Moshe” 
(Shiurei l’ Zecher Avi Mori)

In fact the Vilna Gaon in his comments 
on the Haggada clarifies that this very 
verse is making it clear that the story is 
about the Almighty (with the assistance 
of Moshe). The redemption of the Jew-
ish People was not Moshe the man but 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

There are three historical facts record-
ed in the Torah that will perhaps provide 
us with some direction in answering the 
question. Firstly Moshe died and secondly 
Moshe did not enter Eretz Yisrael. Moshe 
(at least physically) did in fact die and was 
buried and finally Yehoshua replaced him.

The Seder experience of Sipur Yetziat 
Mitzrayim is not simply a history lesson 
between parents and children. It is among 
other things a Leadership Training Pro-
gram. The central motif of the child – par-
ent moment is formed as questions and 
answers (The Four Questions). 

But more, the Rambam instructs us to 
perform certain rituals in order to evoke a 
question from the children. Well known is 
the instruction to remove the Seder plate 
from the table and then return it. “In 
order for the children to ask”. How does 
this dialogue go? 

Question “Abba why did Imma take the 
Seder plate into the kitchen?”

Answer “Excellent! So you would ask 
the question”. 

Clearly absurd.
Derech Sh’eila UTeshuva is about 

encouraging the child to question. It is 
about developing a curious, questioning 
child.

As previously mentioned, the Rambam 
insists that the mitzva of Sippur Yitziat 
Mitzraim has to be in the form of ques-
tions and answers because it is designed 
to encourage independent thinking. In 
fact of the four sons in the Haggada the 
 child is not called the katan but the קטן
 the one who does not" אינו יודע לשאול
know how to ask a question" is the true 
definition of a child .

Isadore Rabi was an American nuclear 
physicist who received the Nobel Prize in 
1944 for his breakthrough with magnetic 
resonance (microwave ovens!). Yitzhak 
was the child of Jewish immigrants on the 
Lower East Side of New York. When he 
received the Nobel Prize he spoke about 
his mother and her role in his achieve-
ments and of all immigrant parents who 
dreamed about the future educational 
achievements of their children in the New 
World they would say to them when they 
came home each day from school. “What 
did you learn today? My mother every 
day that I came home from school had 
a different approach “Yitzchak, did you 
ask a good question today?)”

Paroah’s daughter Bitya set the stage 
for Yocheved to nurse baby Moshe. Rashi 
comments that because Moshe would one 
day speak with the Almighty he exclusive-
ly had to be nursed by a Jewish woman. 
The Shulchan Arusha codifies the prefer-
ence of a Jewish nursemaid for all Jewish 
children. 

The Vilna Gaon comments that this 
halacha is based on the baby Moshe 
story. Rabbi Yaakov Kaminetzky consid-
ers that this is not a logical conclusion. 
Moshe would eventually speak directly 



90 TORAH TIDBITS 1655 / PESACH - SHEMINI

with Hashem. What does that have to do 
with future generations of Jewish chil-
dren? Majesticly, Rabbi Yaakov explains 
that Rashi’s comment does in fact apply 
to every Jewish child. Who knows which 
child will grow up to in fact, converse 
with the Almighty . In raising and edu-
cating our children we must strive for 
excellence. 

The Seder conversation between par-
ents and children is the opportunity to 
inspire them.

Moshe is purposely removed from the 
Haggada to ensure that the next gener-
ation of Jews will continue the work of 
Moshe. Learning and teaching Torat 
Moshe, engaging in leadership positions 
as Rabbis, teachers, lay leaders or Torah 
conversant parents.

The Seder conversation is designed to 
bring out the best in our children. Self 
confidence and commitment to continue 
the Mesora of Torat Moshe. To realize 
that Moshe Rabeinu may no longer be 
here physically, but we have the ability 
and responsibility to be “Moshe” Jews. To 
continue his spiritual legacy which is very 
much present.

This is the meaning of Chazal’s state-
ment that Moshe did not die. His spirit 
resides in every generation. Moshe’s 
absence from the Haggada is perhaps 
his greatest contribution to the Hagga-
da experience. 
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RABBI YISSACHAR DOV KRAKOWSKI
DIRECTOR OF OU KOSHER ISRAEL

The Pesach holiday is also known by its 
biblical name, Chag HaMatzos”, demon-
strating the centrality of this food to the 
festival. Many associate matzah exclusive-
ly with the thin and brittle cracker-like flat 
bread consumed on Pesach. Many under-
stand that matzah is unleavened bread. 
None of this, however, explains all the 
varieties of matzah available on the mar-
ket. From shmura to 18-minute matzah, 
and round to square machine-made 
matzah, what really is the difference? 
Add in Yeminite soft matza and egg matza 
to the mix, and the options become even 
more complex. We will attempt to clarify 
the distinctions of each. 

THE BASIC MATZAH 
The Torah states that on Pesach we 

may not eat leavened bread, rather only 

matzah. The basic definition of matzah 
is bread that has not risen. Most bread is 
comprised of multiple ingredients. The 
two ingredients that all breads have in 
common are flour and water. Normally, 
one adds a leavening agent like yeast or 
sourdough to the flour-water mixture, to 
hasten rising. However, even flour and 
water without any added ingredients will 
rise after some time, via naturally occur-
ring yeast (bacteria). Chazal determined 
that 18 minutes constitutes the amount of 
time for water and flour to rise on their 
own. Consequently, the timing between 
the mixing of the flour and water until 
matzah is fully baked cannot exceed 18 
minutes. 

This timelimit does not require matzah 
to emerge thin and brittle. Thus, from a 
very basic perspective, one could theo-
retically prepare a very plain pita, baked 
within that time span, and it wouldn’t 
constitute chametz. In fact, the only size 
restriction mentioned by the Gemara is 
the maximum height for matzah -- less 
than one tefach (approximately four 
inches). Nevertheless, the pita could still 
become chametz, if it is not fully dry and 
contains unbaked flour within. Folds in 
matzah dough can also potentially create 
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raw pockets. It is for this reason that 
matzah has customarily been made crack-
er thin, to ensure that it is entirely baked 
through. Ashkenazi Jews universally use 
very thin, dry and brittle matzot. (Some 
Jewish communities sanction the use of 
soft flat bread.) 

The concern of unbaked flour parts in 
matzah is also what has led to the custom 
(particularly in Hasidic communities) to 
not consume gebrokts, or wet matzot. This 
practice ensures that if somehow, some 
flour remained unbaked and was inad-
vertently mixed with water, it would not 
become chametz. Those who eat gebrokts 
presume all the flour was baked, thus alle-
viating any worry. 

There is one more basic criterion: As 
mentioned earlier, Chazal determined 
the maximum time before simple flour 
and water becomes chametz is 18 min-
utes. This time allowance is given if the 
dough mixture strictly contains these two 
ingredients. Other added ingredients may 
hasten the dough to rise, which could even 
happen immediately. As such, matzot 
must be made from flour and water alone. 

The 18-minute clock starts the moment 
flour and water meet. The flour used for 
matzah must be sourced from a dry grind-
ing. Wheat is often tempered with water 
prior to being ground, to help separate the 
different parts of the kernel. It is therefore 
essential to use flour that has not been 
tempered. 

All bread, not just matzo, is only con-
sidered bread, according to halacha, if it 
is made from the following five grains: 
wheat, barley, spelt, rye and oats. It should 
be noted that in order for a mixture to be 

rendered chametz, it must contain one of 
these five types of grain. 

The 18-minute period also assumes that 
the mixture isn’t exposed to heat prior 
to being baked, which could hasten its 
leavening. Accordingly, flour needs to be 
stored in a cool, dark space. Likewise, the 
water should be poured and stored over-
night to ensure that it is cooled down; this 
is referred to as Mayim Shelanu. 

Why Shmura? For the matzot eaten on 
Seder night, the Torah specifically states, 
 you should guard the ,ושמרתם את המצות“
matzot.” Chazal understand the Torah’s 
extra emphasis as an obligation to guard 
not just the processing of the matzot, but 
also supervision of the flour; hence shmu-
ra matzah. There are two approaches 
amongst Rishonim (early commentaries) 
as to when this extra guarding of the 
flour begins. The Rambam and Rif main-
tain that one should safeguard the flour 

Rav Krakowski inspecting a  
factory for OU Israel Kashrut
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from the harvesting of the grain, while 
Rashi and Rosh argue that it is sufficient 
to safeguard the flour from the time that 
it is milled. 

Currently, when we refer to matzot as 
shmura, we generally mean from harvest 
(which is the higher level of supervision). 
All OU-Pesach certified matzot are super-
vised, at least from the time the flour was 
ground. 

One is only obligated to use shmura 
matzah for the Seder. Non-shmura matzot 
are 100 percent halachically kosher for 
the remainder of Pesach. With regard to 
Pesach particularly, many minhagim (tra-
ditions) involve taking on extra chumros 
(stringencies). Using only shmura matzot 
for the entire Pesach is one of those. If 
one’s family minhag is to only use shmura 
matzah on Pesach, one should act accord-
ingly. If, however, one doesn’t have such 
a minhag, one need not start to be mach-
mir (strict) to only use shmura, especially 
because all matzot nowadays are mini-
mally shmura from the time of grinding. 

There is an additional reason why one 
might wish to strictly eat shmura matzah: 
the Gra explains that there is a Mitzva 
Kiyumis (a voluntary/conditional mitzvah) 

in eating matzah all seven days of Pesach, 
according to the verse, “Seven days you 
shall eat matzot.” It may therefore be that 
all matzot we eat on Pesach (as matzah 
– i.e. not as matzah/cake meal) have the 
status of the Matzot Mitzva and therefore 
should also require an excessive shmira 
(safeguard). If one chooses to exclusively 
eat shmura for this reason, there is no 
need to use only shmura matzah when 
one is using matzah byproducts such as 
cakes and rolls made from matzah meal. 

EIGHTEEN-MINUTE MATZOT 
“Eighteen-minute matzot” is a term used 

to describe machine-made matzah for 
which the equipment is stopped, partially 
disassembled, and cleaned every 18 min-
utes, instead of after an eight-hour shift 
(or some other time variant). 

To understand the idea of 18-minute 
matzot, we must first understand why this 
isn’t a basic requirement of all matzot. We 
have already established that Chazal dic-
tated an 18-minute limit from the time of 
the mixing of the flour and water until it is 
baked. It would therefore seem necessary 
to clean the machine from all remnants 
of dough, and dough build-up, every 18 
minutes. However, the Gemara also tells 
us that one can leave flour mixed with 
water all day before baking, as long as it 
is being constantly toiled, (Chazal refer to 
this as Issuk). This means that as long as 
the dough is being worked on, it doesn’t 
need to be baked. The moment the dough 
sits untouched, the clock starts ticking. 

The 18-minute requirement is deemed 
unnecessary for machine-made matzot 
because the machine is always moving 
and all the dough is always mixed. There 
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is consequently no risk of any chametz 
coming into existence. 

There is one more detail required for 
this Talmudic leniency of Issuk, and that is 
that the dough doesn’t become warm from 
the Issuk. To this end, the machine-made 
matzah lines that OU certifies are especial-
ly designed to operate under completely 
cool conditions. In fact, despite being 
industrial, heavy-duty equipment, they 
stay completely cool to the touch. Addi-
tionally, OU requires that the area around 
the matzah production line be properly 
ventilated and cooled to the extent that 
extra air vents cool the conveyer belt both 
above and below, as it returns from where 
it meets the oven. 

While there is much room to be lenient 
and to allow the matzah production lines 
to work for hours straight, those wishing 
to be more scrupulous consume matzot 
from lines which were stopped and ful-
ly cleaned every 18 minutes – hence the 
term 18-minute matzot. 

It should be noted that OU kosher 
requires multiple mashgichim (supervi-
sors) on matzah production lines who 
constantly clean them with vacuums and 
air guns, ensuring that even non-18-min-
ute-matzot are free of dough build-up. 

 Hand-Made Matzah According to 
many opinions, it is important that matzot 
being used for the mitzva of eating mat-
zot be made with that specific intention, 
known as Li’Shma. When workers make 
matzah by hand, everyone explicitly 
declares ahead of their shift that all the 
work they will be doing is “l’shem matzot 
mitzva” – for the sake of the mitzva of 
matzot. While the same declaration could 

be made by the workers who control the 
production line of machine-made matzah, 
it is a matter of historical contention as to 
whether one can convey Li’Shma in ref-
erence to a machine Consequently￼￼  , 
some refrain from using machine-made 
matzot for the Seder. Some also prefer 
hand-made matzot because the many 
parts of machine lines allow dough to get 
stuck in various nooks and crannies. 

Hand-made matzot have an element of 
hiddur (enhancement or beautification) 
because of their “Lishma” status and indi-
vidual attention and care. 

Rabbi Yisroel Belsky, zt”l, pointed out 
yet another hiddur in hand-made mat-
zot: machine-made matzot are generally 
baked in tunnel ovens. The matzot bake as 
they travel through the tunnel on a steel 
conveyer belt. While these ovens are con-
structed so that the matzot fully bake ear-
ly on in their travel journey, hand-made 
matzot are generally baked in stone ovens 
that are heated for prolonged periods of 
time. As such, the matzot bake practically 
the instant they hit the oven. 

As Pesach is a time when many people 
follow very particular minhagim regard-
ing what they eat, there are those who will 
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not use machine-made matzot no matter 
how mehudar (enhanced or beautified) 
they are, as their ancestors did not use 
them. 

There are still many hidurim that can 
be done with both machine and hand-
made matzot. As a result, there definitely 
are differences among brands and hash-
gachos (kosher certifications). 

EGG MATZOT 
Egg matzot, or, in more halachic terms, 

matzot ashira, are matzot made from a 
mixture of fruit juice or eggs, and flour. 
Earlier we noted that only flour from one 
of the five grains mixed with water can 
become chametz. The Gemara discusses 
whether liquids other than water, when 
mixed with flour, can become chametz. 
While it does not rule out the possibility 
that they can become chametz, it states 
that they are not memaher lehachmitz, 
meaning they do not cause the dough to 
rise quickly. Since “not rising quickly” 
isn’t a precise time limit, we refer back 
to the 18-minute limit for regular water 
and flour-based matzot when approach-
ing egg matzah. Additionally, we assume 
that if more ingredients are added, they 
can cause the mixture to rise more quick-
ly. Thus, egg matzot must be made from 
flour and juice or egg alone, and be free 
of additional ingredients. 

Egg matzot must be totally free of water, 
otherwise the mixture becomes flour and 
water with an added ingredient of juice or 
eggs, rendering it chametz very quickly. 
This is especially challenging as most fruit 
is washed with water before being juiced, 
and most industrial production lines are 
cleaned using water. Therefore, juice or 

eggs being used for egg matzot need spe-
cial kosher supervision and certification to 
guarantee that they are totally water-free. 
According to the Rama’s ruling, Ashkenazi 
Jews do not use matzah ashira on Pesach, 
with the exception of minors and the ill. 

Like most areas in industry, new tech-
nologies in the realm of matzah manufac-
turing emerge with time. These technolo-
gies present new halachic challenges that 
require new and innovative solutions. 
The goal is to harness these technologies 
to improve matzot’ halachic quality. 

With a plethora of matzah options, how 
does one choose? Pesach is about the 
transmission of our heritage from gen-
eration to generation. Each generation 
should attempt to maintain the halachi-
cally mandated traditions of their family 
and community. 
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Yes, It Is Worth It!
A MESSAGE FROM NCSY ISRAEL SENIOR DIRECTORS

We are living through extraordinary and 
historic days. On the one hand, these are 
challenging times for the Jewish people 
and for the State of Israel. The current war 
with Iran has brought moments of tension, 
uncertainty, and real danger. Sirens inter-
rupt daily life. Families run to shelters. Par-
ents comfort children while following the 
news with concern. It is not easy. And yet, 
alongside the challenge, we are witnessing 
something else as well, constant miracles. 
Again and again, we see threats intercept-
ed before they reach their targets. We see 
enemies who rise against the Jewish people 

only to see their plans crumble. We see 
the remarkable strength and resilience of 
a nation that continues to live, build, and 
move forward even under pressure. One of 
the spiritual dangers of living in such times 
is that we can begin to grow accustomed to 
these miracles. When extraordinary things 
happen repeatedly, there is a risk that we 
stop pausing to recognize them. But Jew-
ish history teaches us that the survival 
and flourishing of our people has never 
been natural alone it has always carried 
the unmistakable imprint of Hashem’s 
orchestration. 

At moments like this, those of us who 
have made our homes here as olim may 
sometimes find ourselves asking the quiet 
questions: Couldn’t life have been easier 
somewhere else? Couldn’t we have avoided 
the missiles, the sirens, the running to shel-
ters if we had simply remained in the Unit-
ed States, Canada, or England? The honest 
answer is that perhaps we could have. But 
the deeper answer, the Jewish answer, is 
far more powerful. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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I’m Batya Kenner, a clinical nutritionist specializing in
children with picky eating, weight challenges, and

feeding difficulties. With years of experience
working with children on the autism spectrum, I
provide gentle, personalized one-on-one Zoom

guidance for families. 

does your child struggle with
weight concerns or picky eating?

For more details, feel free to contact me:
 Phone: 052-899-2875

 Email: batyakenner@gmail.com

Yes, it is worth it! 
Because our generation has been given 

something extraordinary: The opportuni-
ty not only to observe Jewish history, but 
to actively participate in it. For nearly two 
thousand years, Jews ended the Seder with 
the words לשנה הבאה בירושלים. For most 
of Jewish history, those words expressed 
longing from afar. They were dreams that 
spread across continents and centuries. 
Today, we are living in a time when that 
dream is being realized.

On the night of Pesach we drink four 
cups of wine corresponding to the four 
expressions of redemption in the Torah: 
“I will take you out… I will save you… I 
will redeem you… I will take you to Me as 
a nation.” These promises appear in שמות 
 But the Torah actually records a fifth .ו:ו-ז
expression as well in שמות ו:ח: ”והבאתי 
.I will bring you to the Land אתכם אל הארץ“

For generations we recognized this fifth 
expression but treated it differently. Some 
early authorities, including the Raavad, 
suggested that it should correspond to a 
fifth cup of wine. In practice, Jewish com-
munities developed the custom of pouring 
that fifth cup but not drinking it. Over time 
it became associated with אליהו הנביא, sym-
bolizing a stage of redemption that unfolds 
gradually across history.

The first four expressions describe the 
dramatic moment of leaving Egypt. The fifth 
describes the destination being brought into 
the Land of Israel and into the fuller destiny 
of the Jewish people. Drawing on classical 
sources such as the ספרי, this final stage con-
nects redemption not only with freedom, 
but with returning home.

Building on this idea, Rabbi Yosef Zvi 

Rimon explains that the fifth expression 
represents a process that unfolds over gen-
erations. Unlike the Exodus itself, which 
happened in a single moment, the promise 
of “והבאתי” develops slowly throughout 
Jewish history. And in our time, we are 
not only witnessing this process, we are 
helping bring it to life. Reflecting on the 
return of the Jewish people to their land, 
the great Torah scholar Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Kasher wrote in Haggadat Pesach 
Eretz Yisraelit:

“In our times, when we have been privi-
leged to see Gd’s kindness and His rescue of 
us… and the fulfillment of the promise of ‘I 
will bring you to the Land,’ it is appropri-
ate… to thank Gd for all the miracles and 
wonders.”

This idea resonates even more deeply 
today. Yes, we are living through difficult 
days. Yes, there are sirens and shelters. 
Yes, there are moments of fear. But there 
is also something else. There is the incredi-
ble merit of living in the Land of Israel at a 
moment when Jewish history is unfolding 
before our eyes. There is the privilege of 
helping rebuild our national home. There 
is the opportunity to raise a new genera-
tion of Jews who experience Israel not as a 
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distant idea, but as the center of their iden-
tity and future and... Yes, it is worth it!

Our generation is not simply watching 
redemption unfold. We are participating 
in it.

We are the generation that returned 
home. We are the generation building, 
strengthening, and defending that home. 
And we are the generation helping ensure 
that the next chapter of Jewish history is 
written here. This idea lies at the heart 
of the work we strive to do through NCSY 
Israel. When our teens in NCSY experience 
Israel firsthand, walking its streets, learn-
ing its history, connecting to its people-they 
begin to understand that the Jewish story 
did not end with leaving מצרים. It continues 
in every generation, and they themselves 
are part of its next chapter.

As we gather around our Seder tables 

this year, surrounded by family, tra-
dition, and memory, let us look at the 
quiet fifth cup on the table and see it 
in a new light. For centuries, it repre-
sented a promise waiting to be fulfilled. 
Today, it reminds us that we are living 
in the very chapter where that promise 
is becoming reality. May we continue 
to recognize the miracles around us, 
remain strong and united as a people, and 
merit to see the complete fulfillment of  
.עם ישראל for all of ”והבאתי אתכם אל הארץ“

חג כשר ושמח! 
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL,
Nitza Blvd, 1 month min. Amazing sea view, 

kosher, furnished: May, June, July 2023  
from September 2023 short or long term

APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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Many people are going out these days 
to fulfill the mitzvah of “Birkat Hailanot” 
(Blessing of the Trees), which is recited 
during the month of Nissan. You stand 
near two flowering fruit trees and bless as 
follows:
ר  אּ חִִסֵּ�ּ לֹּׁ�  ה ה' אֱֱלוקינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם, שֶׁ� ךְְּוּ אַַתָּ�ּ ר בָּ�ּ
רִִּוֹֹּיּת טוֹֹבוֹֹת וְְאִִילָָנוֹֹת טוֹֹבוֹֹת  וֹֹּבּ בְּ� לּוּם, בָָּוּרָָא  עוֹֹלָָמוֹֹ כְּ�ּ בָּ�ּ

נֵֵּי אָָדָָם הֶֶּן בְּ� לֵֵהָָנוֹֹת בָּ�
Blessed are You, Hashem our God, King 

of the universe, who has not withheld 
anything from His world, and has created 
within it good creatures and good trees for 
mankind to enjoy.

This is a blessing of gratitude to God and 
an acknowledgment of the good in all liv-
ing things, especially fruit trees.

There is a special story about fruit trees 
regarding Rabbi Nissim Luzon and his fam-
ily. Twenty-five years ago a mortar shell 
fired by terrorists struck the community 
of Kfar Darom in Gush Katif and hit the 
Luzon family’s home there. The entire fam-
ily, including their daughter Eliraz, who 
was five years old at the time, was mirac-
ulously saved, thank God. Eliraz grew up, 
married, and settled in the community of 

Neta, established by Gush Katif residents. 
In their new home, they planted fruit trees 
they had brought with them, in tears, from 
Kfar Darom during the disengagement 
from Gaza.

Now, during the current war, on Eliraz’s 
30th birthday, a missile from Iran fell into 
her living room. Once again, thank God, the 
entire family was saved. The next day, the 
head of the family, Rabbi Nissim, went out to 
recite Birkat Hailanot next to the fruit trees 
that were brought from Kfar Darom. This act 
conveyed a powerful message about Jewish 
resilience to which Rabbi Nissim added the 
following message of his own:

“Twice we saw damage to our home 
from terrorist attacks. Twice we saw with 
our own eyes how a calm reality can 
change in an instant from good to bad, how 
everything can be suddenly destroyed. But 
we know that reality can just as easily 
change in the opposite direction and every-
thing can quickly go from bad to good. The 
nation of Israel can rectify its mistakes 
and God can bring us into a new reality 
as we assume a new stature. This month 
of Nissan we wait expectantly for such an 

Blessing the Trees: 
Acknowledging What Is Good 

While Expecting So Much Better
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enormous positive change and, with God’s 
help, only good news in the future.”

We are looking forward to redemption 
together with you, Luzon family, as you 
continue to plant and to bless. 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT SHEMINI 
1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 9:1-16)

On the eighth day of the inau-
guration of Aharon and the 

kohanim, Moshe gathers the people. He 
instructs Aharon to offer a chatat and an 
olah. The people are also to bring a chatat, 
olah, shlamim and mincha. For today, G-d 
will appear. Aharon offers his offerings. He 
offers the people’s offerings. The offerings 
are brought exactly as instructed.

This is the 8th day of the 7-day inaugura-
tion of Aharon and the Kohanim. Meaning, 
the inauguration is over. Aharon has been 
invested as Kohen Gadol. This is the day 
after the inauguration, the first day of full 
service by Aharon.

The Torah emphasized that Moshe filled 
the role of the Kohen Gadol during the 7 
days of the inauguration. Moshe himself 
did all the service for those 7 days. Now it 
emphasizes that all the offerings on this, 
the 8th day are done by the new Kohen, 
Aharon.

However, these are not normal daily 
offerings. Moshe tells Aharon that this is to 
be a special day with special offerings. For it 
is the day that the G-d will appear. 

The moment is pregnant with anticipa-
tion. For this is the day that G-d’s Presence 
will fill the Mishkan. We hope.

For that is the purpose of the Mishkan. His 
Presence and our service. He meets us; we 
meet Him. 

It is not just man serving G-d. It is Pres-
ence. A rendezvous. Not just us, but He too. 
The Divine meets man. That is actually the 
meaning of the word Mishkan; the place in 
which He Will Dwell.

So, this 8th day is a big, big moment. 
There is tense anticipation. Anticipation of 
the Shechina, of the Presence.

Moshe says so. The offerings today will 
invite G-d’s presence. In fact, he tells them 
this twice. 

As Aharon assumes his role, bringing his 
offerings, both for himself and for the Jew-
ish people, there is tense anticipation. Will 
His Presence descend and meet us here in 
this special place?

2ND ALIYA (9:17-23)
Aharon offers the mincha and 

the shlamim. All the details are 
performed as commanded. The portion 
Aharon is to receive is waved as command-
ed. Upon conclusion of all the offerings, 
Aharon blesses the people and descends 
from the offerings. Moshe and Aharon enter 
the Tent of Meeting, blessing the people 
upon exiting. The Glory of G-d appears to 
the people.

All the types of offerings have been 
brought by Aharon: chatat, olah, mincha, 
shlamim. The moment of rendezvous of 
the Divine, of responding to the approach 
of man is about to occur. Aharon blesses the 
people. 

Aharon blesses the people with the hope 
that their aspiration for G-d’s rendezvous be 
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realized. Nothing happens. 
Moshe and Aharon bless the people: May 

the pleasure of G-d be upon you. May the 
Shechina dwell on your efforts. 

And then, the Kavod Hashem, the Glo-
ry of G-d appeared to the people. Their 
approach and their prayers were granted 
with a rendezvous with the Divine. Truly a 
peak, sublime moment of the entire Torah. 
Man’s approach to G-d is answered with His 
Presence.

3RD ALIYA (9:24-10:11)
A fire descended from G-d 

and consumed the offerings on 
the altar. The people saw, sang out and 
fell on their faces. Nadav and Avihu, sons 
of Aharon, took incense, though not com-
manded, and burnt it before G-d. A fire 
consumed them and they died. Moshe told 
Aharon that this is what G-d said: With 
those close to Me I am sanctified. Aharon 
was silent. After removing the bodies, 
Moshe told the other sons of Aharon to not 
mourn or leave the Mikdash; the Jewish 
people will mourn. Moshe commanded 
the kohanim to not consume wine when 
serving in the Mikdash, so that they can 
distinguish holy and profane and to teach 
the people.

The people are ecstatic with the Presence 
of G-d. They sing. Bow. Ecstatic.

But the ecstasy is shattered by the death 
of Nadav and Avihu in bringing incense not 
commanded. 

Ecstasy and death. Ecstasy shattered by 
death.

What could the meaning of this terrible 
juxtaposition be? That our ecstatic ren-
dezvous with the Divine is shattered with 
death?

We have seen a warning of death jux-
taposed with the Divine Presence before. 
At Sinai. The people were warned: do not 
approach the mountain upon which the 
cloud has descended or you will die. 

Even upon hearing G-d’s voice the people 
trembled, recoiling, for man cannot experi-
ence G-d and live. The people didn’t want to 
die. They asked Moshe to hear G-d’s voice, 
so they wouldn’t die.

Immanence is dangerous. It must be han-
dled with care.

The Mishkan is the place of intimate 
approach to G-d, the meeting of man and 
G-d in His home. But the approach of finite 
man to infinite G-d is fraught with mystery. 
It must be handled delicately, gingerly. 
How can finite man dare to think he can 
approach the Infinite? It is absurd to imag-
ine that we could rendezvous with His Pres-
ence. And yet, we were invited by Him to 
do so. 

We can do so only because – well, because 
He told us how. G-d invited us, instructed us 
how to approach Him. And we do so tenta-
tively, carefully, acknowledging that we are 
approaching Him only by His invitation.

Perhaps that is the conceptual under-
pinning of the detailed instructions of the 
Mishkan. And the detailed instructions of 
the offerings. Perhaps it is to communi-
cate that the rendezvous of man and G-d 
is fraught with mystery. Finite man is inca-
pable of fathoming how to approach G-d. 
He, though, reaches for us, with detailed 
instructions as to how to approach Him.

Without His reach to us, his instruc-
tions to us, the meeting of the Infinite with 
the finite would not be possible. It is only 
through the details of His instructions that 
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it is possible.
It is in this context, after a long, extend-

ed narrative of detailed instructions and 
detailed compliance that the spontaneous 
desire of Nadav and Avihu to approach G-d 
with their unauthorized incense must be 
seen. 

That is not the way I said it. Where is the 
temerity? Man cannot approach G-d lest he 
die. Nadav and Avihu throw abandon to the 
wind and approach. They are smitten dead.

4TH ALIYA (10:12-15)
Moshe instructs Aharon and his 

remaining sons, Elazar and Itam-
ar, to consume the parts of the offerings that 
were brought today that they were entitled 
to. They need to consume the mincha mat-
za and the meat of the breast in the holy 
grounds. 

Moshe proceeds with the momentous day 
of the appearance of G-d’s glory, proceeding 
with the details of the offerings. As if to say, 
service of G-d continues regardless of your 
personal tragedy. 

5TH ALIYA (10:16-20)
Moshe inquired about the 

meat of the chatat but it had been 
burned, not consumed. He was upset: why 
did you not consume these in the holy place 
as commanded? Aharon responded: On a 
day that this occurred, should we offer the 
offerings and eat them? Is that proper in 
G-d’s eyes? Moshe heard and agreed.

Moshe is upset that the offerings had not 
been consumed by Aharon and his other 
sons. Aharon, struck speechless by the death 
of his 2 sons, now challenges Moshe. Does 
our role as Divine servants eliminate our 
human feelings of tragedy? Is a holy person 
untethered to normal human emotion? Am 

I angelic? Or am I a holy man with normal 
feelings, shattered by the death of 2 sons? 
Am I not entitled to mourn at least today?

This brief, very brief, confrontation 
expresses a universal theme of the holy 
man. Does holiness untether our humanity, 
our emotions, our desires, our hold on this 
world? Does the religious leader, the holy 
man, float above normal human feelings of 
grief? Does he continue serving G-d subli-
mating the pain he is suffering? 

Religions of the world come down dif-
ferently on this question. Moshe thought 
Aharon should rise above his despair. But 
Aharon objects. And Moshe agrees with 
him. The holiest person we have, the Kohen 
Gadol, cries like anyone else on the death 
of his children. Normal service does not 
continue as if nothing happened. Howev-
er holy the holy man is, he is also a person 
with legitimate feelings. Holy men are holy, 
but men they remain. 

6TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
Of land animals, you may eat 

those with split hooves and that 
chew their cud. Those with only one such 
sign shall not be eaten: camel, hyrax, hare 
and pig. Aquatic beings that have fins and 
scales may be eaten. Predator birds may not 
be eaten. Insects may not be eaten with the 
exception of certain grasshoppers. Touching 
the carcass of certain dead animals renders 
a person Tameh, impure. 

We would expect some transition from 
the horrible moment of the death of 
Aharon’s sons to the laws of kashrut. Yet, 
there is no transition at all. 

Perhaps the laws of kashrut continue 
this theme of the pursuit of the sublime. 
And addresses not only what you may not 
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consume, but what you may.
There has been extensive focus on the 

pursuit of the rendezvous with the Shechi-
na. And the care, the respect that must be 
exercised in that pursuit.

But do not think that all of life is circum-
scribed by that pursuit. That perhaps meat 
can be consumed only in the context of 
sacrifices. 

No. There is Divine service. And there 
is life. Plodding, pedestrian life. In which 
we consume meat. And refrain from non 
kosher.

The laws of kashrut restrict. And permit. 
This is forbidden. But this is permitted. 

The permission is as important as the 
restriction. You, man, are permitted to con-
sume meat. You are not restricted to eating 
meat only in the context of the encounter 
in the Mishkan. You may consume meat in 
your ordinary life. 

7TH ALIYA (11:33-47)
The contraction of Tumah from 

contact with animals requires 
immersion in a mikveh. You shall be holy 
because I, G-d, am holy. I brought you out 
of Egypt to be My people and to be holy, as 
I am. You are to distinguish between pure 
and impure and between living things that 
may be eaten and those that may not.

We are instructed to imitate G-d’s holi-
ness. In what way are we to imitate Him? 
In Creation he separated, mavdil; so too 
we exercise discernment. We distinguish 
between that which we consume; and that 
which we don’t. Discernment, self control, 
structure, in particular in those activities we 
share with animals are what make us holy, 
imitating His holiness.

HAFTORAH SHEMINI 
2 SHMUEL 6:1-19

King David makes the decision to move 
the Holy Ark to the new capital, Jerusalem. 
He instructed that the Ark be placed on 
a cart and it was brought to the Holy City 
amidst singing and dancing. When the Ark 
with the large procession made its way to 
Goren Nachon, the oxen misstepped and 
Uzza, Avinadav’s son, reached out and took 
hold of the Ark to catch it. At that moment 
he was suddenly killed. 

The haftorah which spotlights how Uzza 
was struck dead when he disrespectfully 
touched the Ark parallels the episode in the 
parsha of Nadav and Avihu’s death. 

King David was greatly distressed over 
this tragic episode. He then chose to place 
the Ark  in the home of Oved- edom the 
Edomite, where it then stayed for three 
months.

Ultimately King David brought the Ark 
from the house of Oved-edom into the City 
of David with great joy and celebration. 
King David offers blessing and to all present 
at this historic moment in the history of the 
nation of Israel. 

STATS
26th of 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in Vayikra. 
157.2 lines in a Sefer Torah, rank: 42nd.
6 Parshiyot, 3 open, 3 closed.
91 pesukim - ranks 41st (4th in Vayikra).
1238 words - 41st (5th in Vayikra).
4670 letters - 41st (5th in Vayikra).

MITZVOT
17 mitzvot; 6 positive; 11 prohibitions.
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BRIGHT AND RENOVATED 4-ROOM 
APT IN OLD KATAMON FOR SALE
3 BDRM APT ON HAGDUD 
HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 2.5 BATHS, 
2ND FL. WALK UP, BRIGHT, 
RENOVATED, LARGE WINDOWS, 
VIEWS, NEAR THEATER
ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,900,000

AMAZING INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY IN THE 
KATAMONIM
4 ROOM APT, 1ST FLOOR, CLOSE 
WALK TO THE NEW LIGHT RAIL, 
FUTURE POTENTIAL FOR URBAN 
RENEWAL
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,300,000

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Fire: Holy 
and Unholy

The shock is immense. For several weeks 
and many chapters – the longest prelude in 
the Torah – we have read of the prepara-
tions for the moment at which God would 
bring His Presence to rest in the midst of 
the people. Five parshiyot (Terumah, Tet-
zaveh, Ki Tissa, Vayakhel and Pekudei) 
describe the instructions for building the 
Sanctuary. Two further parshiyot (Vayikra, 
Tzav) detail the sacrificial offerings to be 
brought there. All is now ready. For seven 
days the Priests (Aaron and his sons) have 
been consecrated into office. Now comes 
the eighth day when the service of the 
Mishkan will begin.

The entire people have played their part 
in constructing what will become the visi-
ble home of the Divine Presence on Earth. 
With a simple, moving verse the drama 
reaches its climax:

Moses and Aaron went into the Tent of 
Meeting and when they came out, they 
blessed the people. God’s glory was then 
revealed to all the people. (Lev. 9:23)

Just as we think the narrative has reached 
closure, a terrifying scene takes place:

Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, took 
their censers, put fire into them and added 
incense; and they offered unauthorised fire 
before God, which He had not instructed 
them to offer. Fire came forth from before 
God, and it consumed them so that they 
died before God. Moses then said to Aar-
on: “This is what God spoke of when He 
said: Among those who approach Me, I 
will show Myself holy; in the sight of all the 
people I will be honoured.” (Lev. 10:1-3)

Celebration turned to tragedy with the 
death of Aaron’s two eldest sons. The Sag-
es and commentators offer many explana-
tions. Nadav and Avihu died because: they 
entered the Holy of Holies;1 they were not 
wearing the requisite clothes;2 they took 
fire from the kitchen, not the Altar;3 they 
did not consult Moses and Aaron;4 nor did 
they consult one another.5 

According to some, they were guilty of 
hubris. They were impatient to assume 

1. Midrash Tanchuma (Buber), parshat Acharei 
Mot 7.
2. Leviticus Rabbah 20:9.
3. Midrash Tanchuma, ad loc.
4. Yalkut Shimoni, I:524.  
5. MidrashTanchuma, ad loc.
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863    etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

Opportunity to buy stand alone house in BAKA 
Over 500 sqm.  
Call me for more information.

For sale in BAKA. Fabulous 
renovated 4 room apt. 3 
bedrooms - one is a master 
bedroom and one is a 
safe room (mamad). High 
level finishes, custom built in 
carpentry and cabinets in all 
the rooms. Terrace, parking, 
Shabbat elevator & storage 
Price: 4,350,000 NIS !!!

Luxury project in the GER-
MAN COLONY: 128 sqm apt, 
with a 13 sqm sukka terrace. 
Shabbat elevator, under-
ground parking and storage.  
Completion 3 years. 
Price 10,100,000 NIS

Gorgeous resale in the 
Theatron Residences.  
150 sqm on one floor with 
open sukkah terrace and 
magnificent views. Sold 
fully furnished including 
appliances. Safe room - 
private mamad, 2 parking 
spots and storage. Call for 
more information.

In SAN SIMON.  
Fabulous apartment with 
a stunning view. 153.4 sqm. 
Three bedrooms and 2.5 
bathrooms Two elevators.  
One underground parking 
spot and storage room. 
Price 7,500,000 NIS

leadership roles themselves;6 and they did 
not marry, considering themselves above 
such things.7 Yet others see their deaths 
as delayed punishment for an earlier sin, 
when, at Mount Sinai they “ate and drank” 
in the Presence of God (Ex. 24:9-11).

These interpretations represent close 
readings of the four places in the Torah 
which Nadav and Avihu’s death is men-
tioned (Lev. 10:2, Lev. 16:1, Num. 3:4, 
Num. 26:61), as well as the reference to 
their presence on Mount Sinai. Each is a 
profound meditation on the dangers of 
over-enthusiasm in religious life. However, 
the simplest explanation is the one explicit 
in the Torah itself. Nadav and Avihu died 
because they offered unauthorised, liter-
ally “strange,” fire, meaning “that which 
was not commanded.” To understand the 
significance of this, we must go back to 
first principles and remind ourselves of the 
meaning of kadosh, “holy”, and thus of the 
Mikdash as the home of the holy.

The holy is that segment of time and 
space God has reserved for His Presence. 
Creation involves concealment. The word 
olam, “universe”, is semantically linked 
to the word ne’elam, “hidden”. To give 
humankind some of His own creative 
powers – the use of language to think, 
communicate, understand, imagine alter-
native futures and choose between them 
– God must do more than create Homo 
sapiens. He must efface Himself (what the 
Kabbalists called tzimtzum, self-limitation) 
to create space for human action. No single 
act more profoundly indicates the love and 
generosity implicit in creation. God as we 

6. Aggadah (Buber), Vayikra 10.
7. Leviticus Rabbah 20:10.
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encounter Him in the Torah is like a par-
ent who knows they must hold back, let go, 
refrain from intervening, if their children 
are to become responsible and mature.

But there is a limit. To efface Himself 
entirely would be equivalent to abandoning 
the world, deserting His own children. That, 
God may not and will not do. How then does 
God leave a trace of His Presence on Earth?

The biblical answer is not philosophical. 
A philosophical answer (I am thinking 
here of the mainstream of Western philos-
ophy, beginning in antiquity with Plato, in 
modernity with Descartes) would be one 
that applies universally – i.e., at all times, 
in all places. But there is no answer that 
applies to all times and places. That is why 
philosophy cannot and never will under-
stand the apparent contradiction between 
Divine creation and human freewill, or 
between Divine Presence and the empirical 
world in which we reflect, choose, and act.

Jewish thought is counter-philosophical. 
It insists that truths are embodied precise-
ly in particular times and places. There 
are holy times (the seventh day, seventh 
month, seventh year, and the end of sev-
en septennial cycles, the jubilee). There 
are holy people (the Children of Israel as 
a whole; within them, the Levi’im, and 
within them the Kohanim). And there is 
holy space (eventually, Israel; within that, 
Jerusalem; within that the Temple; in the 
desert, they were the Mishkan, the Holy, 
and the Holy of Holies).

The holy is that point of time and space in 
which the Presence of God is encountered 
by tzimtzum – self-renunciation – on the 
part of humankind. Just as God makes space 
for humanity by an act of self-limitation, so 

humanity makes space for God by an act 
of self-limitation. The holy is where God 
is experienced as absolute Presence. Not 
accidentally but essentially, this can only 
take place through the total renunciation 
of human will and initiative. That is not 
because God does not value human will and 
initiative. To the contrary: God has empow-
ered humankind to use them to become His 
“partners in the work of creation”.

However, to be true to God’s purposes, 
there must be times and places at which 
humanity experiences the reality of the 
Divine. Those times and places require 
absolute obedience. The most fundamental 
mistake – the mistake of Nadav and Avihu 
– is to take the powers that belong to man’s 
encounter with the world, and apply them 
to man’s encounter with the Divine. Had 
Nadav and Avihu used their own initia-
tive to fight evil and injustice they would 
have been heroes. Because they used their 
own initiative in the arena of the holy, they 
erred. They asserted their own presence in 
the absolute Presence of God. That is a con-
tradiction in terms. That is why they died.

We err if we think of God as capricious, 
jealous, angry: a myth spread by early 
Christianity in an attempt to define itself 
as the religion of love, superseding the 
cruel/harsh/retributive God of the “Old 
Testament”. When the Torah itself uses 
such language it “speaks in the language of 
humanity” (Brachot 31a) – that is to say, in 
terms people will understand.

In truth, Tanach is a love story through 
and through – the passionate love of the Cre-
ator for His creatures that survives all the 
disappointments and betrayals of human 
history. God needs us to encounter Him, not 
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because He needs humankind but because 
we need Him. If civilization is to be guided 
by love, justice, and respect for the integri-
ty of creation, there must be moments in 
which we leave the “I” behind and encoun-
ter the fullness of being in all its glory.

That is the function of the holy – the 
point at which “I am” is silent in the over-
whelming presence of “There is”. That 
is what Nadav and Avihu forgot – that to 
enter holy space or time requires onto-
logical humility, the total renunciation of 
human initiative and desire.

The significance of this fact cannot be 
over-estimated. When we confuse God’s will 
with our will, we turn the holy – the source 
of life – into something unholy and a source 
of death. The classic example of this is “holy 
war,” jihad, crusade – investing imperial-
ism (the desire to rule over other people) 
with the cloak of sanctity as if conquest and 
forced conversion were God’s will.

The story of Nadav and Avihu reminds us 
yet again of the warning first spelled out in 
the days of Cain and Abel. The first act of 
worship led to the first murder. Like nucle-
ar fission, worship generates power, which 
can be benign but can also be profoundly 
dangerous.

The episode of Nadav and Avihu is writ-
ten in three kinds of fire. First there is the 
fire from Heaven:

Fire came forth from before God and 
consumed the burnt offering. (Lev. 9:24)

This was the fire of favour, consummat-
ing the service of the Sanctuary. Then 
came the “unauthorised fire” offered by 
the two sons.

Aaron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu took 
their censers, put fire in them and added 

incense; and they offered unauthorised fire 
before God, which He had not instructed 
them [to offer]. (Lev. 10:1)

Then there was the counter-fire from 
Heaven:

Fire came forth from before God, and it 
consumed them so that they died before 
God. (Lev. 10:2)

The message is simple and intensely 
serious: Religion is not what the European 
Enlightenment thought it would become: 
mute, marginal and mild. It is fire – and 
like fire, it warms but it also burns. And we 
are the guardians of the flame. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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EMPOWER LIVES WITH YESH EZRA! 
 Director: Menachem Persoff
 Website

www.yeshezra.org
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A/C 79747843  
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Donate with:
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INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff  - 050-570-1067 |  menpmp@gmail.com

“ALL WHO ARE HUNGRY,  
COME AND EAT!”

This Pesach: It’s never too late  
to pour out your heart to the needy.

Dear TT Readers 
YOUR DONATION CAN  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Kimcha DePischa 
Please help us reach our Pesach Target 

NIS 25,000  
(50 Festival ‘Food Packages’ at NIS 500 each)
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center
REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Elevating 
Everything

The book of Vayikra focuses on main-
taining kedushah, holiness in Jewish life. 
“Ki ani Hashem hama’aleh etchem mei’eretz 
Mitzrayim le’heyot lachem le’Elokim 

ve’heyitem kedoshim ki Kadosh Ani — For I 
am Hashem Who has brought you up from 
the land of Egypt to be your G-d. Thus, you 
shall be holy, because I am holy.” (Vayikra 
11:45) This verse beautifully encapsulates 
the essence of our service to Hashem. 
Rashi understands that the reason Hash-
em took us out of Egypt was to give us the 
opportunity to do the mitzvot. What is the 
deeper message behind Rashi’s message?

In his introduction to his sefer 
Ba’alei Hanefesh, the Ravad zt”l 
explains that we encounter oppor-
tunities to do mitzvot in every 
area of life. There are laws relat-
ing to the food we eat, the clothes 
we wear, in our interpersonal 
relationships, in our interactions 
with family members, and in busi-
ness. At times, we tend to look at 
religion as something ancillary; 
mitzvot become things to get done 
so we can move on and focus on 
“our lives.” The Ravad stresses that 
Torah and mitzvot form the basis 
of our lives, and thus, must be our 
essential focus. We are given the 
mandate to remember the Exodus 
from Egypt each day so we can 
remember why Hashem took us 
out — so that we can serve Him in 
good faith.

The Saba from Kelm zt”l would 
continuously exhort his students 
to live with introspection, not to 
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simply go through the motions. We are 
not meant to remain “simple people” 
rather, we must continuously seek growth 
throughout our lives to become deeper, 
greater and more developed people. 

Rav Moshe Feinstien zt”l warns that we 
are held accountable for the way we use our 
G-d given resources in all areas of our lives. 
Understanding that we are created to serve 
Hashem, comes with the responsibility to 
use our money, our time, and our many 
talents in a purposeful, meaningful way. At 
every juncture, we must examine what the 
Will of Hashem is so we can best fulfill His 
Will in the highest sense that we can.

The Ba’al Shem Tov Hakadosh zt”l sees 
our verse as strongly supporting this 
idea. One can put a comma after “le’heyot 
lachem —to be for you” and separate it 
from the word following, “le’Elokim,” G-d. 
It is hinting to us that in the “for you” areas 
of life, the areas of personal pleasures and 
interests, we must be genuinely dedicated 
to direct it all “to G-d.” 

As we approach the time period of Sefirat 
Ha’omer, let us apply ourselves to live with 
a greater degree of awareness toward our 
actions and feel the pride of being servants 
of Hashem at every moment of the day. 
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