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Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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Many people are going out these days 
to fulfill the mitzvah of “Birkat Hailanot” 
(Blessing of the Trees), which is recited 
during the month of Nissan. You stand 
near two flowering fruit trees and bless as 
follows:
ר  אּ חִִסֵּ�ּ לֹּׁ�  ה ה' אֱֱלוקינּוּ מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹֹלָָם, שֶׁ� ךְְּוּ אַַתָּ�ּ ר בָּ�ּ
רִִּוֹֹּיּת טוֹֹבוֹֹת וְְאִִילָָנוֹֹת טוֹֹבוֹֹת  וֹֹּבּ בְּ� לּוּם, בָָּוּרָָא  עוֹֹלָָמוֹֹ כְּ�ּ בָּ�ּ

נֵֵּי אָָדָָם הֶֶּן בְּ� לֵֵהָָנוֹֹת בָּ�
Blessed are You, Hashem our God, King 

of the universe, who has not withheld 
anything from His world, and has created 
within it good creatures and good trees for 
mankind to enjoy.

This is a blessing of gratitude to God and 
an acknowledgment of the good in all liv-
ing things, especially fruit trees.

There is a special story about fruit trees 
regarding Rabbi Nissim Luzon and his fam-
ily. Twenty-five years ago a mortar shell 
fired by terrorists struck the community 
of Kfar Darom in Gush Katif and hit the 
Luzon family’s home there. The entire fam-
ily, including their daughter Eliraz, who 
was five years old at the time, was mirac-
ulously saved, thank God. Eliraz grew up, 
married, and settled in the community of 

Neta, established by Gush Katif residents. 
In their new home, they planted fruit trees 
they had brought with them, in tears, from 
Kfar Darom during the disengagement 
from Gaza.

Now, during the current war, on Eliraz’s 
30th birthday, a missile from Iran fell into 
her living room. Once again, thank God, the 
entire family was saved. The next day, the 
head of the family, Rabbi Nissim, went out to 
recite Birkat Hailanot next to the fruit trees 
that were brought from Kfar Darom. This act 
conveyed a powerful message about Jewish 
resilience to which Rabbi Nissim added the 
following message of his own:

“Twice we saw damage to our home 
from terrorist attacks. Twice we saw with 
our own eyes how a calm reality can 
change in an instant from good to bad, how 
everything can be suddenly destroyed. But 
we know that reality can just as easily 
change in the opposite direction and every-
thing can quickly go from bad to good. The 
nation of Israel can rectify its mistakes 
and God can bring us into a new reality 
as we assume a new stature. This month 
of Nissan we wait expectantly for such an 

Blessing the Trees: 
Acknowledging What Is Good 

While Expecting So Much Better
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enormous positive change and, with God’s 
help, only good news in the future.”

We are looking forward to redemption 
together with you, Luzon family, as you 
continue to plant and to bless. 
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