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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
  7 Days After Molad 8 Nisan/ Wed. night March 25

Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until 14 Nisan/ Tues. night March 31
 Please note we change the clock early am on March 27th. 

At 2am we move the clock ahead to 3am.
 Birkat HaIlanot is recited during the month of Nisan see pages 52-53 for details

We are happy to share that there will be a Pesach edition of Torah Tidbits  
that will be published for your enjoyment be"H. Chag Kasher VeSameach

HELPFUL ZMANIM FOR EREV PESACH/PESACH  
Bedikat Chametz is done after nightfall on the eve of March 31.

Wednesday April 1st:
 Taanit Bechorot/Fast of the first born is observed on April 1/Erev Pesach  

(the general custom is to attend a siyum)
 Latest time for eating Chametz: 10:14am (Magen Avraham)

 Latest time for burning Chametz: 11:28am (Magen Avraham)
 Midnight (chaztot) of the Seder: 12:42am
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JERUSALEM
Ranges 9 days Wednesday - Shabbat
March 27 - April 4 / 9-17 Nisan
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin	 5:43-5:33
Sunrise	 6:34-6:24
Sof Zman Kriat Shema	 9:39-9:33 
Magen Avraham	 9:03-8:56
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(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya)

Chatzot (Halachic Noon)	 12:44-12:42
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)	      1:15-1:13
Plag Mincha	    5:37-5:41
Sunset (Including Elevation)	      6:59-7:04

AND HAVDALA TIMES

candle lighting

AND HAVDALA TIMES
CANDLE LIGHTING

All Times According to MyZmanim (20 mins before Sunset in most Cities;
40 mins in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva; 30 mins in Tzfat, Nahariya, Maalot and Haifa)

Pesach YT RishonTzav
Havdala*Leil HaSederHavdalaEarlyCandles

7:366:227:335:386:19Yerushalayim/Maale Adumim

7:396:407:355:406:37Aza Area (Netivot, Sderot et al)

7:376:417:345:396:38Beit Shemesh/RBS

7:376:387:335:386:35Gush Etzion

7:386:407:345:396:36Raanana/Tel Mond/Herzliya/K.Saba
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7:386:407:355:406:36Netanya

7:386:407:345:406:36Be’er Sheva

7:386:407:345:406:36Rehovot
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7:386:307:355:396:26Haifa / Zichron

7:366:387:335:386:34Gush Shiloh

7:386:407:355:406:37Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel

7:376:427:335:386:39Givat Zeev

7:376:387:335:386:35Chevron / Kiryat Arba

7:396:417:355:416:37Ashkelon

7:376:407:345:406:36Yad Binyamin

7:366:327:335:376:28Tzfat / Bikat HaYarden

7:366:377:325:366:33Golan

7:386:287:345:396:25Nahariya/Maalot

7:376:387:335:386:35Afula

Rabbeinu Tam (Jerusalem): Tzav - 8:13 PM  •  Pesach Yom Tov Rishon - 8:16 PM

Daf Yomi: Menachos 76*Havdala without candle or besamim
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISRAEL
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

Our previous CFO, David Katz, who was 
with us for fifteen years until his retirement 
and was truly a partner of mine in so many 
ways, used to often include a John Wooden 
quote in his presentations at the OU. One 
of his favorites was the legendary UCLA 
basketball coach’s famous line: “Failing to 
prepare is preparing to fail.” It’s a line that 
resonates with me deeply, because life gets 
busy, and it’s all too easy to leave things to 
the last minute. I try my very best to come 
to every event and every meeting prepared, 
and for that I have to thank my incredible 
team at OU Israel, who work with me dai-
ly to make sure we’re ready for whatever 
comes our way.

But we don’t have to learn this lesson 
from John Wooden, because there is a clear 
halacha that teaches the very same princi-
ple. The Shulchan Aruch tells us that thir-
ty days before the holiday of Pesach, one 
should begin learning its laws. The idea is 
that when you start reviewing the halachot 

of Pesach a full month in advance, the holi-
day doesn’t catch you off guard. It’s on your 
mind and you can prepare calmly and joy-
fully, for the most part. And because Pesach 
comes only once a year and involves so 
many complex laws, that review is essential.

One of the most special moments in 
my week is sitting and learning with my 
ten-year-old daughter Moriah on Shabbat 
morning. After the first minyan, while I wait 
for some of my sons who attend the second 
minyan, Moriah and I sit down and learn 
halacha together. In addition to our regular 
learning on Shabbat in the Avot ve’Yeladim 
program at our shul, we have spent the last 
three weeks focusing on Hilchot Pesach. 
Sitting with her and studying these laws is 
such a beautiful experience.

Shabbat HaGadol, too, as the Shabbat that 
immediately precedes Pesach, is also an 
opportunity for review. In fact, many have 
the custom to review the Haggadah in its 
entirety over Shabbat HaGadol. By doing so, 
we can prepare for our sedarim in advance. 
It allows us to remind ourselves of the ideas 
we want to say and the melodies we want 
to teach, and just the flow of the evening. 
It gives an opportunity for our little ones to 
practice the Mah Nishtanah, or the young 
man or woman to review their Divrei Torah 
they learned in school or Zoom. It’s also a 
wonderful reminder to review the Seder 
plate, and all the different foods and their 
meanings.

A Seder run well is so, so important, 

The OU Israel family  
sends heartfelt condolences 
to the family and friends of

Shulamit Neaman a”h
Shulamit & her husband,

Yehoshua z”l volunteered for  
the OU Israel Center for many,  

many years taking people all over 
the country on their special tiyulim 

with lots of love and devotion.
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because it can be something we car-
ry with us for the rest of our lives. I 
am sure I am not the only one who 
thinks back to his younger years 
and remembers the Seder at our 
grandparents’ homes, at an aunt and 
uncle’s table, or wherever they may 
have been with family. Those mem-
ories of Pesach that truly stand out, 
that were deeply meaningful, stay 
with us forever. And so, preparing 
for this special evening or, for those 
in chutz la’aretz reading this article, for 
these two special evenings, is something 
truly significant.

I have no idea what our Seder tables will 
look like this year here in Israel. Many of 
us were expecting family and friends from 
overseas who unfortunately cannot make 
it, and some of our younger children who 
weren’t supposed to be the youngest at the 
table now find themselves in that role. So 
let’s focus on the power of preparation. Of a 
relaxed Seder experience. Let’s think about 
it and try to prepare in advance rather than 
arriving exhausted at the last second. May-
be even prepare a Dvar Torah that would 
be appropriate in case we have to run to the 
Miklat or Mamad during the Seder. When 
you aren’t sitting at the Seder tired out of 
your mind from all the running around, and 
prepared for any given situation, your Seder 
will be that much more uplifting.

But there is another dimension as well. 
When those around us, our family and 
friends, see us sitting and preparing for 
the Seder, they will understand that this is 
something truly important to us. The abil-
ity to sit with your children, to have your 

family and friends see you reviewing the 
Haggadah, sends a message: this evening 
matters.

I don’t know how many of us sat down 
in advance to prepare for the halachot of 
Purim or Chanukah. But the Seder night is 
a moment when we want to give over the 
message that this is an important evening. 
We are cleaning the house, scrubbing every 
corner, doing everything we can. And the 
bottom line is this: on this special evening, 
we want to be unified, to connect genera-
tions, to sing the same songs that we sang 
last year, the same songs our grandparents 
sang fifty and a hundred years ago.

So let one of the steps toward making our 
Seder truly meaningful be sitting down and 
preparing on Shabbat HaGadol.

May HaKadosh Baruch Hu give strength 
and comfort to all those communities that 
have been hit in recent days: to Arad, to 
Dimona, and to the yishuv of Elon Moreh, 

Condolences to Aytan Himelstein 
and family on the passing of his

FATHER z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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where one of their young men was tragi-
cally killed over this past Shabbat, the son 
of a very dear friend Yehoshua and Sima 
Sherman and the grandson of very loyal 
OU members Cooki and Howie Maisel. I had 
the painful privilege of going to the levaya in 
Elon Moreh, and it was both heartwarming 
and heartbreaking to see that in the midst of 
war and on erev Pesach, many thousands of 
people came to give this eighteen-year-old 
young man kavod acharon. So many came 
to honor Yehudah Shmuel Sherman Hy"d, a 
young man who loved this country with all 
his heart and gave everything for this coun-
try. It was a painful but powerful reminder 
of the depth of love that exists within Am 
Yisrael, and of the enormous price being 
paid by families and communities across 
our land. May HaKadosh Baruch Hu bring 

nechama to all of the families.
At OU Israel, we are also working hard in 

the Dimona community. We are very active 
with our teen center in the Yosefstal neigh-
borhood, which unfortunately suffered a 
direct hit this past Motza’ei Shabbat. Some 
of the young people in our teen center and 
some of our advisors were evacuated to 
hotels. Their Pesach is clearly going to look 
very different this year. So let us please 
keep everyone in mind. Whether it is visit-
ing hotels where evacuees are staying and 
bringing them Haggadot and supplies for 
chag, or finding other ways to help, let us 
make sure that as we prepare for our own 
Pesach, we are thinking as well about those 
whose Yom Tov will not look the way they 
had hoped. B’ezrat Hashem, our care, our 
concern, and our sense of responsibility 
for one another should help bring light and 
strength to many this Pesach.

Wishing you all a very uplifting, inspiring, 
and safe Shabbat HaGadol, and a Chag Kash-
er ve’Sameach,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L

Originally published on Fox News 
Our son first met his distant cousin when 

they were both students in an advanced 
Jewish studies program overseas. Walking 
home from their study hall together in the 
last days of winter, they began to compare 
notes on how their fathers would conduct 
the Passover seder. They were shocked to 
discover that their long-separated families 
chanted much of the Passover Haggadah, 
the story recited during the festive meal, 
to identical beautiful but obscure tunes. 
Though their great grandfathers had been 
driven apart by world wars and forced 
emigration more than a century earlier, 
not only their faith but even the shared reli-
gious flavor and music of their family home 
was alive and well four generations later.

As remarkable as this is, it is not unusu-
al. It is why Jews everywhere will put 
such emphasis on gathering their families 
around their seder tables this Passover, 
knowing that it is around those tables that 

they will forge the ties of their children to 
the faith they so cherish. This assumption 
is woven into the Passover narrative itself, 
as the seder commemorates the night 
before Moses led the Jews out of Egypt. 
Instead of departing the land directly from 
the fields and construction sites where 
they had labored, God insisted that they 
first spend that entire night in their family 
homes where they could reconnect to both 
family and faith as they offered and par-
took in a meal of a sacrificed lamb or goat. 
It was in their homes around the renewed 
family table that they would find God and 
God would find them. The home – not the 
Temple or the synagogue – was the setting 
in which the foundations of faith were laid 
and it is the setting we replicate each year 
in our desire to perpetuate that faith, to 
ensure that future generations continue 
the tradition. 

What does the future hold for our tradi-
tion and religion in general in America? 
This haunting question gnaws at clergy 
and parents across faith communities. 
Studies continue to show serious rates of 
decline in attendance at religious services 
across many faiths and denominations. 
Even the steadying of this decline found in 

To Perpetuate Faith, There 
Is No Place Like Home

Condolences to Pesach Derdiger  
and family on the passing of his

MOTHER a”h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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the recent Pew Religious Landscape Study 
is obviously short term, as that data shows 
overwhelming gaps in religious obser-
vance between younger and older Ameri-
cans. How do we address this decline? 

Much can and must be accomplished 
with engaging and relevant religious ser-
vices, programs, and teachings and by 
truly compassionate, moral, and inspiring 
faith leaders. Clergy and institutions can-
not allow themselves to become or remain 
stale and must instead promote the truths 
and traditions of faith along with fresh and 
compelling ideas and experiences. But – as 
decades of research have shown – an even 
more impactful predictor of our children’s 
religious future is the extent to which we 
weave our faith into the fabric and atmo-
sphere of our homes and families.

This was underscored by a recent qual-
itative study conducted by the Center for 
Communal Research of the Orthodox 
Union exploring attrition and connection 
in American Orthodox Judaism that discov-
ered that even amongst those who report-
ed that they had left Orthodox Judaism, 
most continued to maintain the rituals, 
traditions, and practices they observed 
at home, towards which they maintained 
warm and fond feelings. For example, 
those who violate Orthodox norms of the 
Sabbath by driving or using their phones 
continue to recite the Friday night blessings 
over wine and challah bread, or to hold a 
Passover seder meal. The extent to which 
connection is forged at home should lead 
parents to ensure that their religious home 
life is warm, full, and meaningful and that 
it leaves their children with positive associ-
ations that fortify religious bonds. 

Houses of worship, religious schools and 
institutions play a crucial role in building 
faith communities, creating the enduring 
framework for worship and conveying 
religion’s fundamental truths, but the most 
consequential houses of faith are our own 
homes. An ancient Talmudic teaching notes 
that the Temple altar of days bygone has 
been replaced by the dining room table 
around which family and others are wel-
comed and cared for, where we sing the 
praises of God and the joys of our faith, and 
where the table talk teaches and explores 
Torah and its values. That is our seder table, 
our family table, where – if we play it right – 
we will plant the seeds for the perpetuation 
of our faith and the faith of our fathers and 
where the songs of faith that we sing today 
will resonate for generations. 

This is the final piece that we will be 
publishing from Rabbi Moshe Hauer 
zt”l. The pieces shared over the past 
months were drawn mostly from piec-
es that were previously unpublished. 
This final piece is one that captures 
ideas that were near and dear to Rab-
bi Hauer – the central role that fam-
ily plays in the development of faith. 
May we be inspired by his words and 
actions and perpetuate his legacy. 
Yehi zichro Baruch.
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A SHORT VORT
BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
RAV, BEIT KNESSET BEIT YISRAEL, 
YEMIN MOSHE

ופשט את בגדיו ולבש בגדים אחרים 
והוציא את הדשן )ו:ד(

“And he shall take off his garments 
and put on other garments and carry 
forth the ashes” (6:4)
Why the need to tell the Kohen 
about his attire, removing and re-
placing his garments, when the main 
issue seems to be the command to 
remove the ashes?
Rashi (1040-1105) explains that 
changing the attire is not obligato-
ry but rather good manners, that he 
should not soil his garments which 
he officiates continually in, while re-
moving the ashes. Also, the same 
clothes used to cook for the master 
should not be used to serve wine to 
the master.
The Maharsha (Rabbi Shmuel Ideles 
1555-1631) takes this idea of Rashi 
(found also in Talmud Shabbat 114a) 
to an issue closer to home. We learn 
from here in Shulchan Aruch (Orach 
Chayim 262:2) that a person should 
change his clothes before Shabbat. 
As the Kohen is instructed not to 
wear the same clothing to take out 
the ashes that he will wear for the 
Avodah, but to change into nicer gar-
ments, so too for Shabbat, we should 
change into nicer clothes than those 
worn during the week. 
Shabbat Shalom



OU ISRAEL 11

A s h k e l n

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

Ashkelon has become
one of the safest places 
in Israel today! Astute buyers
are snapping up the last
front row sea view properties!
••  33  rroooomm  ++  sswwiimmmmiinngg  ppooooll  11..4455  mmiill  nniiss

44  rroooomm  ffuullllyy  ffuurrnniisshheedd  ++  aapppplliiaanncceess
      33..55  mmiill  nniiss  NNeeww  55  rroooomm  33  bbaatthhrroooomm
      44..55  mmiill  nniiss,,  KKoosshheerr  ffoorr  PPeessaacchh!!  

PPeenntthhoouussee  wwiitthh  ppooooll  77..44  mmiill  nniiss  
AAllll  ooppppoossiittee  bbeeaacchh  &&  MMaarriinnaa

••  
••  

••  
••  

  

 

 

 

 
 
Penthouse 
Arnona,  
Jerusalem 
 
 
Well-designed  
130 SQM penthouse. Bright living 
space with open outdoor areas.  50 
SQM Sukka balcony, parking and 
storage. Opportunity for 
comfortable living or as a long-
term investment. 
 
  
Nahum Glatzer 050-7225694 
 

6,500,000 NIS 



12 TORAH TIDBITS 1654 / TZAV

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Rabbi Reuven Tradburks
RCA Israel Region

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA SEDRA SUMMARY
RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT TZAV 
The first half of Parshat Tzav focuses on 

the role and benefits to the kohanim in 
offerings.  The second half is the inaugura-
tion of the kohanim. 

 1ST ALIYA (VAYIKRA 6:1-11)
Instructions are given to the 

kohanim: The Olah fats and limbs 
are burnt all night.  In the morning the 
kohen shall take some of the ashes from the 
altar and place them at the side.  The ashes 
are removed from the Mikdash.  A fire for 
the offerings is to burn constantly.  When 
a Mincha flour offering is brought, part is 
burned on the altar, the remainder eaten by 
the kohanim.  It may not be chametz.

While we described the process of the 
various offerings in Parshat Vayikra, here 
we repeat those offerings but with a dif-
ferent emphasis; the portions eaten by the 
kohanim.  In other words, the benefits to the 
kohen. 

Ironically, we begin with the Olah which 
is completely burned, with almost no bene-
fit for the kohen, save the leather skin.  Well, 
except that he gets to take out the trash.  His 
benefit is to remove the ashes, first in a rit-
ual fashion, placing ashes next to the altar.  
And then removing the rest of the ashes out 
of the Mikdash.  

The deliberate division of describing the 
offerings in Vayikra and then repeating 
them but with a focus on the kohen’s bene-
fits conveys a crucial principle of our Torah.   

The Torah view of man is radically egali-
tarian.  All people are created in the image 
of G-d.  There is no privileged class.  No 
caste system.  We, in our western world, are 
so imbued with the notion that all human 
beings are equal that we forget that this 
equality is an aberration in the history of 
man.  While we think of equality as a basic 
ethical principle, it is such because of the 
powerful impact of the Torah on our west-
ern ethos.

When the Torah introduces the kohanim 
are we introducing a privileged class?  Are 
they holier?  Do they have unique access 
to G-d and unique privilege?  Is this not 
contrary to the egalitarian notion that all 
are equal?

No, no.  The kohanim are not holier, do 
not have unique privilege.  They certainly 
do have unique and privileged functions, 
what we call Kedushat Kehuna, the holiness 
of the kohanim.  But that is different than 
the caste system or the unique stature of 
the religious class that we saw in Egypt at 
the end of Breishit.   Here the Torah deliber-
ately dampens the station of the kohanim, 
conveyed by the delay in the Torah of the 
benefits of their station.  

In Vayikra we described the offerings.  
“When an Adam shall bring an offering.”  
Adam is a curious description.  And delib-
erate.  Who is the holy class?  Who can 
approach G-d?  Anyone.  Any Adam.  

In approach to G-d, all are invited.  Now, 
there is a very detailed manner of service.  
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This service needs expertise to perform.  
You need “expert servers” to perform this 
service.  These are the kohanim.

But their role in Parshat Vayikra is exactly 
that:  servers.  They are not the only ones 
able to approach G-d, a kind of elite, holy 
group to the exclusion of others.  No.  They 
are facilitators, helpers.  But who may 
approach G-d?  Everyone.

Now, it is only fair that since they dedicate 
their lives to facilitating our service that 
they ought to receive benefits.  Ok.  That is 
our parsha.  But even here, when describing 
their benefits, the first offering described is 
the Olah, where they receive minimal ben-
efit.  Again.  To emphasize that the kohanim 
are not the wildly privileged, massively 
wealthy class as they were in Egypt.  No, 
they receive benefits.  But minimal benefits.

The book of Vayikra should not be called 
Leviticus, the book of kohanim.  It should be 
called Seder Kedusha.  Though the kohanim 
have unique responsibilities in aiding in 
offerings and other holy functions and so 
much of the book is about their work, they 
are enablers, facilitators.  Enabling the peo-
ple to be holy.  The book is really the story 
of the accessibility of all people to a life of 
holiness.

 2ND ALIYA (6:12-7:10)
An inauguration Mincha flour 

offering is brought by a kohen 
on the first day of his service, by a kohen 
Gadol on the first day of his service and 
daily by the kohen gadol.  It is boiled, then 
baked and completely burned.  When a 
Chatat, a sin offering, is brought, it is con-
sumed by the kohanim in the Temple.  The 
utensils used to cook it must be kashered; 
while a metal utensil can be put in water, 

an earthenware one must be broken.  An 
Asham guilt offering is also consumed by 
the kohanim in the Temple.  For an Olah, 
the Cohen receives the leather.  The kohen 
consumes baked Mincha offerings.

The kohen consumes some offerings and 
some not.  The Olah: completely burned 
with nothing for the kohen to consume.  The 
Mincha flour offerings, baked breads baked 
of different sorts: a small piece is burned, 
the rest eaten by the kohanim in the Mik-
dash.  The Chatat and Asham sin offerings: 
all eaten by the kohen.  When a kohen him-
self brings his special offerings, all is burned 
and none eaten by him.

When the kohen receives portions to eat, 
they are eaten in the Mikdash.  

 3RD ALIYA (7:11-38)
When a Shlamim, a peace 

offering is brought to express 
thanks, 10 breads each of 4 different types 
of mincha breads are brought.  One of each 
of these 4 types is given to the kohen.  The 
owner consumes the offering over 2 days.  
He may not be Tameh, impure.  Blood and 
the offered fats may never be eaten.  The 
kohen is given the breast and thigh of the 
shlamim offering.

The Shlamim is eaten partly by the 
kohanim but mostly by the owner.  The 
owner is not restricted to the Temple; he 
may consume the Shlamim anywhere in 
Yerushalayim (or before Yerushalayim with-
in eyesight of the Mikdash).  And, the owner 
has 2 days to consume it.  

The offerings have many details.  But hov-
ering above the details is the fundamental 
world view of man engaging his G-d.  Some 
offerings are voluntary.  Some for sin.  Some 
for celebration, for thanks.  With just these 
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few, we see man living the variety of life.  
Voluntary desire for closeness.  Disappoint-
ment of sin.  Joy in life.  

But more crucially, man does not experi-
ence these moments in isolation; he expe-
riences them through offerings.  Offerings 
are a desire to live my life with my G-d.  See 
my experiences and want to express them 
through drawing close, korban.  

Setting aside the details, that is what sac-
rifices convey. That in the variety of life, we 
want to share those moments, draw close to 
our Creator, engage with Him.  For that is the 
story of the Torah; G-d drawing close to us 
and we in turn wanting to draw close to Him.  

 4TH ALIYA (8:1-13)
Moshe is instructed to inaugurate 

the kohanim.  Moshe gathered the 
people and the kohanim, pronouncing that 
the following has been commanded by G-d.  
Moshe dresses Aharon in the garments of the 
kohen gadol.  With the anointing oil he anoint-
ed the Mishkan, the altar, and Aharon.  He 
dressed the kohanim in the kohen garments, 
as commanded by G-d.

The instructions for inaugurating the 
kohanim were given in Parshat Tetzaveh; 
the inauguration occurs here.  

The last 4 aliyot of this parsha all end 
with the same phrase: as G-d commanded.  
Perhaps this is to avoid accusations of nep-
otism.  Moshe is not appointing his brother 
Aharon as kohen gadol in the way politi-
cians hand out jobs to family and support-
ers.  Moshe was commanded.  

This phrase is also foreshadowing.  Next 
parsha Nadav and Avihu will do something 
they were not commanded, a noteworthy 
departure from all the “doing what they 
were commanded” of Moshe and Aharon. 

 5TH ALIYA (8:14-21)
Moshe brings the inauguration 

offerings.  The kohanim place 
their hands on the Chatat, the sin offering.  
Moshe offers it; the blood is placed on the 
altar, the fats burned, the animal burned 
outside the camp.  The ram as an Olah is 
offered; the kohanim place their hands on 
the head, Moshe does all of the procedures 
for its offering.

Moshe acts as the kohen for the entire 
inauguration ceremony.  He does the 
slaughter, the sprinkling of the blood, and 
the offering of the fats.  Moshe himself 
acts as the kohen gadol.  But he is charged 
to transfer that role to Aharon, the kohen 
gadol by Divine fiat.

 6TH ALIYA (8:22-29)
The second ram, the Inaugu-

ration Ram is brought.  Moshe 
places its blood on Aharon’s right ear, right 
thumb and right big toe.  And does the same 
for all the kohanim.  He offers the ram, 
sprinkling its blood and burning its fats.  
After Aharon and the kohanim wave the 
matzot, one of each kind is offered on the 
altar.  Moshe waved the breast, his portion 
in the offering.  

Placing blood on the ear, thumb and toe 
is quite an image.  You can’t avoid thinking 
– you are being invested as a servant of the 
people – from head to toe.  You are all in.  

The elaborate ceremony is as any inaugu-
ration ceremony.  To impress on the newly 
invested leader the meaning of his position.  
The kohanim are servants of the people, 
enabling them to serve their G-d.   

 7TH ALIYA (8:30-36)
Moshe instructs Aharon to cook 

the meat of the offering and to 
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consume it and the matza.  The kohanim 
are not to leave the Mikdash for 7 days.  This 
same procedure is to be done when gaining 
atonement.  Aharon and the kohanim did 
all that G-d commanded.

Our Parsha outlined some of the benefits 
to the kohen, due to his holy service.  Sup-
port of clergy, or spiritual workers, or ritual 
leaders is a universal notion, crossing cul-
tures and religions.  Our kohanim are no 
different in receiving such benefits.  How-
ever, far more important is not what they 
receive, but what they do not.  

Back in the Yosef story we are told how 
the kohanim in Egypt, the Egyptian clergy 
were treated.  They received public support 
of food.  They had land.  All of the land of 
Egypt was taken by Paro in payment for the 
food during the famine; save the land of 
the priests.  The wealthiest people in Egypt 
were the priests.  In our time, the wealth of 
the Vatican is vast.  

Our kohanim, in contrast, have no land.  
They receive support, albeit modest.  This is 
another instance of the Torah’s moderation; 
supporting the kohanim, though modestly.  
The King will receive similar instructions; 
benefits but with limits.  Leadership is serv-
ing G-d and His people, not self serving.  

When reading the Torah, we need to 
notice not only what is said but what is 
not said; what rights are given, but more 
importantly what rights are not given.  The 
kohanim receive; but modestly. 

HAFTORAH TZAV/SHABBAT HAGADOL 
MALACHI 3:4-24

The Shabbat before Pesach is referred to 
as Shabbat Hagadol, or The Great Shabbat. 
Though it is not absolutely certain why 

Shabbat HaGadol was given this name, 
some suggest that it is based on a pasuk at 
the end of the haftorah of this Shabbat. A 
day will come in the future, says that proph-
et, that will be ‘gadol’, or awesome. “Lo, I 
will send the prophet Eliyahu to you before 
the coming of the awesome, fearful day of 
the Lord.” (3:23)

The message of Malachi is clear: The peo-
ple have been committing various sins. He 
warns the people that there will be a day 
of reckoning. Every act, every word, we 
engage in is judged by God. Now is the time 
to return.

There is a subtle hint in the haftorah to 
our celebration of the Seder with the refer-
ence to the coming of Eliyahu Hanavi. The 
haftorah ends with a reference to Eliyhau 
who will come at the end of days to herald 
the coming of the Mashiach. An uplift-
ing message tops off the haftorah. In the 
final pesukim the powerful notion is con-
veyed that just as the people of Israel were 
redeemed from Egypt after generations of 
slavery, so too will the people be redeemed 
with the coming of the Mashiach in the time 
to come.

May that day come soon be”H! 

STATS
Sources say that TZAV has TZAV (96) 
p’sukim. Our Chumashim have 97. Either 
one-off is acceptable for Gimatriya pur-
poses, or there was a slightly different 
p’sukim-division way back. 

MITZVOT
18 mitzvot; 9 pos. and 9 prohibitions
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Reupholstery in fabric or leather 

Beautiful Collection of Fabrics

Leather repairs, tears, scratches, holes

Highly skilled & Professional Work 

Trained in Italy

23 years in business

Fine reupholstery and 
leather repairs

Is your furniture worn, torn, faded or uncomfortable? 

Beautifully restored, built to last

Jonathan Pront
052-2388731

jpront@gmail.com
Servicing most of 

the country

THE ENGLISH UPHOLSTERER

Luxury Large 4 Room
170 sq.m plus 120 sq.m garden
Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
Completely renovated
Private entrance
High ceilings and underfloor heating 

     Nava: 052-4810205

Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE
Abarbanel St, Rechavia

Exclusive

H&I Property Investments



18 TORAH TIDBITS 1654 / TZAV

THE PERSON in the parsha

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 

EMERITUS

THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EMERITUS

I remember well when the age at which 
one could vote or drink was 21. From my 
perspective when I was a child, and frank-
ly eager to do these things, it seemed to be 
an injustice to set the age bar so high. 21 
seemed a long way off.

As time progressed, the age for all of these 
things became lower and lower. By that 
time, I was well past the age of 21 and was 
critical of allowing children these privileges 
prematurely.

That’s just one example of how our per-
spective changes with regard to the age-old 
question of who is a child and who is an 
adult. At what age does one pass from the 
status of a minor into majority?

From the point of view of Jewish religion 
things seem quite clear. Traditionally, boys 
become men at age 13. Recognizing that 
females mature earlier, our rabbis defined 
age 12 as the age of majority for a girl.

So it is with regard to the performance of 
mitzvot and other religious functions. A girl 
celebrates her bat mitzvah at age 12, and 
boys wear tefillin and are counted as part of 
a minyan at age 13. Before the age of 13 he is 
a katan, a minor. Afterwards, he is a gadol.

Gadol can mean adult, or it can mean 
large or great.

This Shabbat, the last one preceding 

Passover, is known as Shabbat HaGadol. 
How are we to translate it? Is it the adult 
Shabbat, the large Shabbat, or perhaps the 
great Shabbat? Or does the word gadol mean 
something entirely different in this context?

Many have a custom to do a preliminary 
reading of the Passover Haggadah on this 
Shabbat. Those of us who do so, and I count 
myself among them, will have an opportu-
nity not just to read the ancient words but to 
study some commentary upon them. Thus, 
we will have the opportunity to familiarize 
ourselves with one of the dozens of haggad-
ot on the market. 

I would like to recommend one in particu-
lar, called The Royal Table, written by Rabbi 
Norman Lamm. I recommend this work in 
its entirety, but I would like to draw your 
attention to his creative approach to the 
meaning of the word gadol, and not just in 
the context of Shabbat HaGadol.

Rabbi Lamm points out that in the Tal-
mud, katan does not always mean minor, 
nor does gadol invariably connote an adult. 
In certain contexts, Rabbi Lamm informs 
us, a person’s status is not a question of 
age but a question of independence. In the 
words of the Talmud, “A katan who does 
not rely upon his father’s table is a gadol. 
A gadol who is dependent upon his father 

Shabbat HaGadol  
as Independence Day
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is a katan.”
This piece of Talmudic wisdom allows us 

a definition of gadol with entirely new vis-
tas of insight and understanding. A gadol is 
someone who is self-reliant, who can stand 
on his own two feet, not just intellectually 
but in every other sense as well.

Thus, Rabbi Lamm teaches us that this 
Shabbat is called HaGadol because it marks 
our independence as a people. It was on this 
day that we were able to demonstrate to our 
Egyptian slave masters that we no longer 
feared them and were about to declare our-
selves religiously, culturally, and physically 
independent.

I find myself taking the implications of 
Rabbi Lamm’s insights much further than 
he does. Nowadays, we refer to those Torah 
sages whose authority we revere and to 
whom we look for guidance as gedolim”, the 
plural of gadol.

I have often struggled with the question, 
as I am sure many of you do, as to what 
makes a gadol. Is it just his piety and erudi-
tion? Surely these are the necessary prereq-
uisites for the status of gadol.  

But reflection upon the great sages of 
Jewish history reveals that the outstanding 
Gedolim of the generations had streaks 
of independence, which they asserted in 
unique and often courageous ways.

Take Maimonides, the Rambam. His 
Torah scholarship and personal spirituality 
were unparalleled. Yet he embarked, quite 
intentionally, upon many new paths in his 
life. He undertook significant positions of 
community leadership, delved into areas 
of study of which his own teachers never 
knew, and did not fear to express his inde-
pendence of thought even when he differed 

from some of his predecessors.
Or  consider Rabbi Moshe Sofer, known as 

the Chatam Sofer, who is generally thought 
to have been an ardent traditionalist. Yet he 
too demonstrated great independence when 
he formulated his own approach to combat-
ing the heretical movements of his time. He 
invented new ways to fight old battles.

The Chofetz Chaim and Rav Moshe Fein-
stein, to take two twentieth century gedolim, 
did not merely mimic their teachers and 
peers but undertook new approaches, new 
emphases, and dealt with unprecedented 
issues relying upon their profound schol-
arship for sure, but also were confident in 
their independent judgment. Rav Moshe 
even committed to writing some of his 
thoughts about the necessity of a posek, a 
halachic decisor, not to fear to express his 
independent thoughts when he was confi-
dent that they were correct.

Shabbat HaGadol gives us the opportuni-
ty to cherish our independence in so many 
ways. We must never abandon our Torah 
and tradition, but we must realize that 
there is a place for independence when it 
is appropriate.

Passover is the holiday of freedom and 
independence. Our sages teach us that no 
one is as free as he who studies Torah deep-
ly. Independence of thought and creativ-
ity are values which are cherished by our 
tradition, and Passover is the time for us to 
celebrate those values. 
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Violence and 
the Sacred 

Why sacrifices? To be sure, they have not 
been part of the life of Judaism since the 
destruction of the Second Temple, almost 
two thousand years ago. But why, if they 
are a means to an end, did God choose this 
end? This is, of course, one of the deepest 
questions in Judaism, and there are many 
answers. Here I want to explore just one, 
first given by the early fifteenth-century 
Jewish thinker, Rabbi Joseph Albo, in his 
Sefer HaIkkarim. 

Albo’s theory took as its starting point not 
sacrifices but two other questions. The first: 
Why after the Flood did God permit human 
beings to eat meat? (Gen. 9:3–5). Initially, 
neither human beings nor animals had been 
meat-eaters (Gen. 1:29–30). What caused God 
to, as it were, change His mind? The second: 
What was wrong with the first act of sac-
rifice, Cain’s offering of “some of the fruits 
of the soil” (Gen. 4:3–5)? God’s rejection of 
that offering led directly to the first murder, 
when Cain killed Abel. What was at stake in 
the difference between the offerings Cain 

and Abel each brought to God?
Albo believed that killing animals for food 

is inherently wrong. It involves taking the 
life of a sentient being to satisfy our needs. 
Cain also knew this to be true. He believed 
there was a strong kinship between humans 
and other animals. That is why he offered 
not an animal sacrifice, but a vegetable one. 
His error, according to Albo, is that he should 
have brought fruit, not vegetables – the high-
est, not the lowest, of non-meat produce. 
Abel, by contrast, believed that there was a 
qualitative difference between people and 
animals. Had God not told the first humans: 
“Rule over the fish of the sea, and the birds 
of the air, and every living thing that moves 
upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28)? That is why Abel 
brought an animal sacrifice.

Once Cain saw that Abel’s sacrifice had 
been accepted while his own was not, he 
reasoned thus: if God, who forbids us to kill 
animals for food, permits and even favours 
killing an animal as a sacrifice, and if, as 
Cain believed, there is no ultimate differ-
ence between human beings and animals, 
then I shall offer the highest living being as 
a sacrifice to God, namely my brother Abel. 
According to this reasoning, says Rabbi 
Albo, Cain killed Abel as a human sacrifice.
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level finishes, custom built in 
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That is why God permitted meat-eating 
after the Flood. Before the Flood, the world 
had been “filled with violence.” Perhaps vio-
lence is an inherent part of human nature. 
If humanity were to be allowed to exist at 
all, God would have to lower His demands. 
Let humans kill animals, He said, rather than 
killing human beings – the one form of life 
that is not only God’s creation but also in 
God’s image. Hence the otherwise almost 
unintelligible sequence of verses after Noah 
and his family emerge on dry land:

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, 
taking some of all the clean animals and 
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings 
upon it. The Lord smelled the pleasing aro-
ma and said in His heart, “Never again will 
I curse the ground because of man, even 
though every inclination of his heart is evil 
from childhood…” (Gen. 8:20–21)

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, say-
ing to them…

“Everything that lives and moves will be 
food for you. Just as I gave you the green 
plants, I now give you everything… Whoev-
er sheds the blood of man, by man shall his 
blood be shed; for in the image of God has 
God made humanity.” 

Every moving thing that lives shall be 
food for you; I allow them all to you, like 
green plants. But… one who sheds the blood 
of man – by man shall his blood be shed, for 
in God’s image man was made. (Gen. 9:1–6)

According to Albo, the logic of the passage 
is clear. Noah offers an animal sacrifice in 
thanksgiving for having survived the Flood. 
God sees that human beings need this way 
of expressing themselves. They are geneti-
cally predisposed to violence (“every incli-
nation of his heart is evil from childhood”). 
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If society are to survive, humans will need 
to be able to direct their violence towards 
non-human animals, whether as food or 
sacrificial offerings. The crucial line to be 
drawn is between human and non-human. 
The permission to kill animals is accompa-
nied by an absolute prohibition against kill-
ing human beings, “for in the image of God 
has God made humanity.”

It is not that God approves of killing ani-
mals, whether for sacrifice or food, but that to 
forbid this to human beings, given their genet-
ic predisposition to bloodshed, is utopian. It 
is not for now but for the end of days. Until 
then, the least bad solution is to let people 
kill animals rather than murder their fellow 
humans. Animal sacrifices are a concession to 
human nature.1 Sacrifices are a substitute for 
violence directed against humankind.

The contemporary thinker who has 
done most to revive this understanding is 
French-American literary critic and philo-
sophical anthropologist René Girard, in such 
books as Violence and the Sacred, The Scape-
goat, and Things Hidden Since the Founda-
tion of the World. The common denomina-
tor in sacrifices, he argues, is:

…internal violence – all the dissensions, 
rivalries, jealousies, and quarrels within the 
community that the sacrifices are designed 
to suppress. The purpose of the sacrifice is 
to restore harmony to the community, to 
reinforce the social fabric. Everything else 
derives from that.2 

The worst form of violence within and 

1. On why God never chooses to change 
human nature, see Rambam, The Guide for the 
Perplexed, III:32.
2. Rene Girard, Violence and the Sacred 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1977), p. 8.

between societies is vengeance, “an inter-
minable, infinitely repetitive process.” This 
is in line with Hillel’s saying, on seeing a 
human skull floating on water: “Because 
you drowned others, they drowned you, 
and those who drowned you will in the end 
themselves be drowned.” (Mishnah Avot 2:7)

There is no natural end to the cycle of 
retaliation and revenge. The Montagues 
keep killing and being killed by the Cap-
ulets. So do the Tattaglias and the Corleones, 
and the other feuding groups in fiction and 
history. It is a destructive cycle that has dev-
astated whole communities. According to 
Girard, this was the problem that religious 
ritual was developed to resolve. The prima-
ry religious act, he says, is the sacrifice, and 
the primary sacrifice is the scapegoat. If 
tribes A and B, who have been fighting, can 
sacrifice a member of tribe C, then both will 
have sated their desire for bloodshed with-
out inviting revenge, especially if tribe C is 
in no position to retaliate. Sacrifices divert 
the destructive energy of violent reciprocity.

Why then, if violence is embedded in 
human nature, are sacrifices a feature 
of ancient rather than modern societies? 
Because, argues Girard, there is another and 
more effective way of ending vengeance:

Vengeance is a vicious circle whose effect 
on primitive societies can only be surmised. 
For us the circle has been broken. We owe 
our good fortune to one of our social insti-
tutions above all: our judicial system, which 
serves to deflect the menace of vengeance. 
The system does not suppress vengeance; 
rather, it effectively limits itself to a sin-
gle act of reprisal, enacted by a sovereign 
authority specialising in this particular 
function. The decisions of the judiciary are 



OU ISRAEL 23

invariably presented as the final word on 
vengeance.3 

Girard’s terminology here is not one to 
which we can subscribe. Justice is not ven-
geance. Retribution is not revenge. Revenge 
is inherently I-Thou, or We-Them. It is per-
sonal. Retribution is impersonal. It is no lon-
ger the Montagues versus the Capulets, but 
both under the impartial judgement of the 
law. But Girard’s substantive point is correct 
and essential. The only effective antidote to 
violence is the rule of law.

Girard’s theory confirms the view of Albo. 
Sacrifice (as with meat-eating) entered 
Judaism as a substitute for violence. It also 
helps us understand the profound insight 
of the Prophets that sacrifices are not 
ends in themselves, but part of the Torah’s 
programme to create a world redeemed 
from the otherwise interminable cycle of 
revenge. The other part of that programme, 
and God’s greatest desire, is a world gov-
erned by justice. That, we recall, was His 
first charge to Abraham, to “instruct his chil-
dren and his household after him to keep 
the way of the Lord by doing what is right 
and just” (Gen. 18:19).

Have we therefore moved beyond that 
stage in human history in which animal 
sacrifices have a point? Has justice become 
a powerful enough reality that we no longer 
need religious rituals to divert the violence 
between human beings? Sadly, the answer 
is no. The collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, and the end of the 
Cold War, led some thinkers to argue that 
we had reached “the end of history.” There 
would be no more ideologically driven 
wars. Instead, the world would turn to the 

3. Ibid., p. 15.

market economy and liberal democracy.4 
The reality was radically different. There 

were waves of ethnic conflict and violence 
in Bosnia, Kosovo, Chechnya, and Rwanda, 
followed by even bloodier conflicts through-
out the Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa, 
and parts of Asia. In his book The Warrior’s 
Honour, Michael Ignatieff offered the fol-
lowing explanation of why this happened:

The chief moral obstacle in the path of 
reconciliation is the desire for revenge. 
Now, revenge is commonly regarded as a 
low and unworthy emotion, and because it 
is regarded as such, its deep moral hold on 
people is rarely understood. But revenge – 
morally considered – is a desire to keep faith 
with the dead, to honour their memory by 
taking up their cause where they left off. 
Revenge keeps faith between generations…

This cycle of intergenerational recrim-
ination has no logical end... But it is the 
very impossibility of intergenerational 
vengeance that locks communities into 
the compulsion to repeat… Reconciliation 
has no chance against vengeance unless 
it respects the emotions that sustain ven-
geance, unless it can replace the respect 
entailed in vengeance with rituals in which 
communities once at war learn to mourn 
their dead together.

Michael Ignatieff, The Warrior’s Honor: 
Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience 
(Toronto: Penguin, 2006), pp. 188–190.

Far from speaking to an age long gone 
and forgotten, the laws of sacrifice tell us 
three things as important now as then: First, 
violence is still part of human nature, never 
more dangerous than when combined with 

4. Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and 
the Last Man (New York: Free Press, 1992).
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an ethic of revenge. Second, rather than 
denying its existence, we must find ways 
of redirecting it so that it does not claim 
yet more human sacrifices. Third, the only 
ultimate alternative to sacrifices, animal or 
human, is the one first propounded millen-
nia ago by the Prophets of ancient Israel, 
few more powerfully than Amos:

Even though you bring Me burnt offerings 
and offerings of grain,

I will not accept them…
But let justice roll down like a river,
And righteousness like a never-failing 

stream (Amos 5:23–24) 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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April 5–6, Passover
(Chol HaMoed)

Open House
at Beresheet

We're open!
This Passover feels different.

Come breathe some fresh air in
a safe and welcoming space.

Join us at Beresheet for
two days of peace of mind and 

genuine pampering.
Activities, workshops, lectures,
delightful refreshments and the 
crisp mountain air of Jerusalem -

all free of charge.
Happy Passover!

April 5–6 | Passover (Chol HaMoed) | Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills

Free Admission | Registration required *2349

Beresheet, Jerusalem Hills
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES
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luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
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May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com

02-674-3888SCHEDULE TODAY

MULTIFOCAL 
LENSES 1+1

• Comprehensive exams by professional optometrists

• Highest level of care and personalized attention

• Contact Lens experts 

• Wide selection of designer frames

• MACCABI and MEUCHEDET benefits

“ I have never had an exam as thorough as the 
one I had at Eye World. Highly recommended!”

STORE LOCATIONS:
Beit HaNatziv, 
Derech Hevron 101A
Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol 
Shopping Center



28 TORAH TIDBITS 1654 / TZAV

PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

before the meal is known as Hallel HaM-
itzri,” the Egyptian Hallel, and we end that 
pre-meal section with the verses that refer 
to Egypt and our release from slavery.

In contrast, the post-meal Seder practices 
and recitations rely heavily upon our vision 
of the future redemption. It is during this 
time, therefore, that we drink the fourth 
cup of wine, a cup that is meant to open 
the Hagada’s section of our prayers for the 
geula to come. It is at this point that we ask 
Hashem to punish those who deny His exis-
tence and who oppress His people, as we 
open the door for Eliyahu HaNavi. 

It is significant that we welcome into our 
home the future harbinger of the messian-
ic era (as related to us by the navi Malachi 
in the haftarah we read on this Shabbat 
HaGadol), for his arrival creates a fitting 
introduction for our prayers for the com-
ing Ge’ulah. . We continue the recitation of 
Hallel HaMitzri by completing its final part, 
the part that makes no mention of Egypt or 
our enslavement. We then praise Hashem 
with the Hallel HaGadol, the great Hallel as 
praise for G-d for our future geula. It is no 
wonder then that, as we conclude this final 
section, we pray that Hashem will bring 
us, redeemed, to Tziyon in song, and we 
declare: “L’shana Haba’ah Berushalyim.”

Our haftarah does not, at first glance, 
reflect the joy of redemption. In fact, much 
of the selection is filled with Malachi’s criti-
cism of the nation, including a litany of their 
sins and misdeeds over the years. It would 

Celebrating 
the Future

Over these many years, I have always 
understood this week’s haftarah selection 
from the final chapter in the book of the 
final navi, Malachi, to be based upon the 
vision of a future redemption. We should be 
aware of the fact that the holiday of Pesach 
is meant to be more than just a reminder 
of past events and even more than a reen-
actment of those events. The Yom Tov is, 
after all, Chag HaGeula, a celebration of our 
redemption and, therefore, is also meant 
to celebrate our not-yet-realized future 
redemption. 

In fact, the order of Seder reflects this 
very idea. The practices we follow and the 
text we recite before the Seder meal are 
all based upon our past redemption from 
Egypt. The bitter maror that brings to mind 
the bitter slavery in Egypt, the salt water 
representing the tears of suffering and 
the charoset symbolizing the mortar used 
for the brick, all relate back to our slave 
experience. 

Likewise, the recitation of “Avadim Hay-
inu” and “Met’chila Ovdei Avoda Zarah” 
fulfill Talmud’s insistence of beginning the 
Magid section with “g’nut”, the shame we 
suffered during our Egyptian enslavement. 
Even the Hallel that we begin reciting 
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Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can 
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

appear that only the final psukim, with their 
mention of the arrival of Eliya(hu) HaNavi, 
make a direct connection to the future for 
which we yearn.

I believe, however, that one verse in the 
middle of our haftarah reflects a crucial 
pre-Pesach message that reverberated 
over the years to our oppressed nation and 
speaks to us today as well. “Ki Ani Hash-
em-lo shaniti”-“For I, Hashem, have not 
changed,” I am as I was; I am still a righ-
teous judge Who demands obedience and 
One who will punish the evildoers. And 
yet, “V’atem bnei Ya’akov lo chlitem,”-“You, 
descendants of Jacob, have not perished,” 
despite the sins the navi detailed, despite 
your failure to live up to standards set by 
the Torah and despite that you have been 
punished by G-d for those misdeeds….you 
are still here. The eternity of G-d and the 
eternity of Israel, remain. 

Years ago, when Jews sat down to their 
Seder reeling from edicts, attacks and mur-
ders, they had little to celebrate and little 
reason to believe in a future redemption. 
And so, on Shabbat HaGadol they read these 
words of Malachi. You have sinned, Hashem 
does punish and yet, you’re still here. Your 
Geula is guaranteed as is your national sur-
vival. And so, we remember our suffering 
in Egypt and beyond - but we can still cry 
out: “L’shana Haba’ah Berushalyim.” Not as 
a prayer nor as a dream, but as a confident 
proclamation.

Next year we WILL be in Yerushalayim, 
rebuilt and renewed!. 
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HAR HOMA , JERUSALEM

₪3,850,000

2.5 bedrooms | 1st floor | approx. 95 sqm
Spacious garden apartment, like new, 3.5 rooms, large

bright living area. Huge wraparound garden with pergola
and fruit trees, close to shops, transport and synagogues
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REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A 
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Who is responsible for repairs in the property—the
landlord or the tenant?

Today, if there is a detailed lease, follow what’s written in the contract. If not, follow
local custom and the law.
As summarized by the Aruch HaShulchan: repairs that don’t require professional
skill are the tenant’s responsibility, while professional repairs are the landlord’s. Local
custom determines the details, and the tenant cannot deduct repair costs from rent.
However, if the tenant caused damage through negligence beyond normal use, they
are liable. Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700
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Fully renovated apartement, AC , safe room , 

Minutes from Mahane Yehuda Market and the city center.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

HaMoshava offers 32 luxury
private villas in Efrat’s most

exclusive neighborhood. Each
home features premium

amenities like private pools,
elevators, and smart systems.
The project is ideally located

near Jerusalem, central
shopping, and top schools. 

TEENA, EFRAT

Estimated costs: ₪5.45M

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪5,900,000

5 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | 216 sqm
Luxurious garden duplex, modern, bright, elegant, located

near the pool, gym, and Shirat David Synagogue

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪2,650,000

2.5 Bedrooms |  80 sqm | Ground Floor
Ground-floor apartment  with Mamad, kitchen, A/C,

storage, parking, large Sukkah balcony, vineyard views,
central Efrat near shops, parks, and pool.

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪7,450,000

5 units | 105 sqm | 180 sqm private garden
Renovated garden apartment  with private yard. Rented

₪20,000/month, generating strong monthly returns.

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM
2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

₪4,850,000

1 Bedrooms | 41 sqm |  Balcony
Bright, quiet, 3 air exposures, balcony, view of Sacher Park.

Private entrance (9 steps). Ideal for living or investment.

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM

₪2,200,000
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Rabbi Shalom 

ROSNER RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
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RABBI SHALOM 
ROSNER

On Erev Pesaḥ, as we are busy cleaning 
our homes, preparing for the Seder, and 
burning the remaining ḥametz, there is a 
universally accepted custom that all first-
born males (bekhorim) fast.1 Most, however, 
participate in a siyum (celebration of com-
pleting a tractate of the Talmud) so that they 
may partake in a seudat mitzvah (a meal 
marking a mitzvah) and thereby avoid the 
remainder of the fast.2

This practice raises several questions. 
Why are we so lenient with this particular 
fast? On other fast days, no one suggests 
avoiding the fast by attending a siyum. Per-
haps if we better understand the reason for 
Taanit Bekhorot, we will also understand 

1. Yerushalmi, beginning of perek Arvei 
Pesahim
2. Shulkhan Aruch, O.H. 470; Mishna Berura 
ad loc.

the widespread practice of breaking it 
through a siyum.

The Purpose of Taanit Bekhorot
The general reason given for Taanit Bek-

horot is to commemorate the miracle in 
Egypt. During the tenth and final plague, all 
Egyptian firstborns were killed,3 while the 
Jewish firstborns were spared. One could 
infer that the plague of the firstborn (Mak-
kat Bekhorot) could have affected the Jews 
as well. Indeed, that is why God command-
ed them to place blood on their doorposts, to 
protect themselves from the plague.4 

But this raises several difficulties:
Why was this plague directed specifically 

at the Egyptian firstborn, rather than the 
taskmasters or others directly responsible 
for the enslavement of Bnei Yisrael?

Why do Jewish firstborns express grat-
itude for being spared from Makkat Bek-
horot, while there is no similar commem-
oration of being spared from the other 
plagues?

Why is it accepted practice to avoid the 
fast through a siyum rather than by com-
pleting the fast as we do on other occasions?

The Educational Role of the Firstborn

3. Shemot 12:29
4. Shemot 12: 7; 13

Taanit Bekhorot –  
The Power of Personal Example

MAZAL TOV to
Elroi Binyamin Singer

of Kiryat Arba 
On your Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat HaGadol
Ari & Rivka Singer, Avraham & Malka Shrybman, 

David & Sara Bedein and the entire family
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The Esh Tamid5 offers an insightful 
explanation. The most powerful form of 
education is not formal instruction, but 
the personal example one sets. A child 
learns from the way his parents live, and 
a student is shaped by the conduct of his 
teacher.

Of Avraham Avinu the Torah states6:
יתוֹֹ  נָָיו וְְאֶֶת־בֵּ�ֵ ה אֶֶת־בָּ�ָ ר יְְצַַוֶּ�ֶ ֶ יו לְְמַַעַַן אֲֲשֶׁ� י יְְדַַעְְתִּ�ִ כִּ�ִ

ט... ָ פָּ� ְ רֶֶךְְ ה׳ לַַעֲֲשׂׂוֹֹת צְְדָָקָָה מִִּוּשְׁ� מְְרּוּ דֶּ�ֶ ָ אַַחֲֲרָָיו וְְשָׁ�
For I have known him, because he com-

mands his children and his household after 
him, that they keep the way of Hashem, to 
perform righteousness and justice... 

The Esh Tamid, citing his father, explains 
that although we do not find an explicit 
verse of Avraham verbally instructing his 
family, his example was so powerful that his 
offspring naturally followed his ways. For 
that alone he is credited as if he explicitly 
commanded them.

In many families, the eldest child serves 
this role. Younger siblings look up to their 
older brother or sister and are shaped by 
their conduct. Halakhah even requires 
showing respect to older siblings, similar to 
the respect given to parents. 7

It is therefore understandable why the 
Egyptian firstborn were punished so severe-
ly. They bore unique responsibility for the 
behavior of the nation. Their negative influ-
ence encouraged others to join in oppress-
ing the Jewish people.

By the same measure, the Jewish first-
born were held accountable as well. As 
the natural role models in their families, 

5. Esh Tamid. Parashat Ki Tetze, on Ben Sorer 
U’Moreh
6. Bereishit 18:19
7. see Kiddushin 31b

they could have elevated their siblings but 
instead contributed to the nation’s spiritual 
decline in Egypt. For this reason, they too 
were threatened by Makkat Bekhorot — and 
must therefore express gratitude for being 
spared.

Why a Siyum?
With this in mind, we can understand 

why the fast of the firstborn can be replaced 
by a siyum. Fasting facilitates introspection, 
reminding the bekhor of his responsibility 
to serve as a positive influence. But a siyum 
accomplishes this in an even more powerful 
way. Celebrating the completion of Torah 
study is itself a model of spiritual commit-
ment, a demonstration of the very respon-
sibility that the firstborn bears. By partici-
pating in a siyum, the firstborn exemplifies 
what it means to inspire others — this time 
through Torah.

Conclusion – Becoming Living Examples
As we prepare for the Seder, the night 

when we transmit our mesorah (tradition) 
to the next generation, the message of Taan-
it Bekhorot becomes particularly poignant. 
The firstborn reminds us that our most 
lasting influence is not through words but 
through example.

Every Jew is, in a sense, a firstborn — 
called upon to inspire others through the 
way we live. When we act with integrity, 
immerse ourselves in Torah, and engage in 
acts of hesed, we become living role mod-
els for our children, our students, and our 
communities.

May we merit, on this night of faith and 
transmission, to live lives worthy of emu-
lation — so that our children, like those of 
Avraham Avinu, will “keep the way of Hash-
em, to perform righteousness and justice.” 



32 TORAH TIDBITS 1654 / TZAV

 Flawless finishes
that add elegance
to any space. Wall
& Ceiling repairs
Smoothing,
Straightening,
and perfecting
every surface.
Spackling & Prep
Work- Because
the foundation
matters.  DAVID KUSHNER 

 We can rescue any wall or ceiling.
 058-661-0728

בס”ד
OPTIONTO USEAMERICAN

IMPORTEDPAINT!

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS 

THE WALL
DOCTOR For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 

4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 
porch, 1st floor, elevator,  

6.2 million NIS
Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329

smadi_bida@walla.co.il

For sale in the German Colony 
A boutique Tama 38 project set to be  completed within  
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience  
in one of  Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available  
in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m  

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),  
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

For more details, please contact 
Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040
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New project
under
development
A luxury project that 
guaarantees a high quality 
of life along with vibrant 
community living.

For more details on this project or 
other properties, give us a call

Orli.Liraz1@gmail.com

058-4010777    050-7243735

In the heart of Greater Baka
Close to shopping centers, cafes, green 
spaces, and easy access to the light rail 
A boutique building with a variety of 
luxury properties
Occupancy by the 2027 Tishrei Holidays

▸
▸

▸

▸
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REBBETZIN SHIRA

SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center
REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

After birkat hamazon, and before recit-
ing Hallel, we encounter one of the special 
moments at the seder.  We rise and open 
the door for Eliyahu Hanavi, and recite 
‘Shefoch Chamatcha’.  Let us explore some 
of the deeper meanings behind this custom, 
and why it is done specifically at this point 
in the Seder.

The Rema zt’l explains that we open 
the door to recall that tonight is a night of 
watching, and in this merit the Mashiach 
will come. The Mishnah Berurah adds 
that the opening of the door shows that we 
believe that it is a night of watching, and we 
have nothing to fear 

In opening the door we demonstrate our 
Emunah that Hashem watches over 
us, and that Eliyahu  Hanavi will 
indeed come, and Hashem will bring 
retribution on our enemies.  The 
opening of the door, similar to open-
ing the door for a guest, is a physical 
act we do as if inviting redemption.

Rabbi Bernstein in the Hagga-
dah Darkness to Destiny notes the 
approach of the Be’er Yosef zt”l that 
this is Zecher l’Mikdash.  In the times 
of the Bet Hamikdash when there was 
a korban Pesach one could not eat of 
this korban if they did not register at 
the time of the slaughter.  Likewise, 
one was not allowed to take any of the 
korban outside of the house where it 
was eaten.  Therefore, once the meal 
was completed the door was opened.  
We therefore, at the conclusion of our 
meal, open the door, Zecher l’Mikdash.  

The B’er Yosef adds that in the 
times of the Mikdash they would then 
leave their homes which were very 

Opening Orchestration
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crowded while they ate the korban Pesach, 
and then would go outside to their roof tops 
to sing Hallel.  Hence, right before the recita-
tion of Hallel we open the door to recall how 
they would leave their homes at this time.

The opening of the door is between the 
third and fourth cup of wine.  The Shelah 
Hakadosh zt’l notes that the four cups of 
wine correspond to the four Imahot.  This 
is based on the Passuk in Tehillim ‘Eshtecha 
k’gefen poriah b’yarchtei betecha’.  The Klei 
Yakar zt’l in Siftei Da’at explains that this 
explains Chazal’s admonition not to drink 
anything between the third and fourth cups 
of wine, since Rachel and Leah were both 
the wives of Yaakov Avinu.  

Based on this idea Rabbi Pinchas Fried-
man in the Haggadah Shevlei Pinchas 
explains the opening of the door at this point.  
Midrash Eichah Rabbah teaches that in the 
zechus of Rachel Imenu ‘opening the door’ 
allowing her sister to marry Yaakov Avinu, 
Hashem will bring the ultimate redemption.  
Therefore, the act of ‘opening the door’ at 
this juncture after drinking the third cup of 
wine, which corresponds to Rachel Imenu, 
we daven that in her zechus Hashem should 
bring retribution on our enemies.  

May we merit this year that the opening 
of the door seder night, be the harbinger of 
opening the door for the ultimate redemp-
tion. 

usa# 5164675892 , uk# 2037697899

www.daniels-assets.comwww.daniels-assets.com
Call now 077-9973185Call now 077-9973185

24 Gershon Agron Mamilla  

DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 
DANIEL BOUZAGLO
JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE 

SINCE 2003
SINCE 2003

A Lifestyle Beyond Compare

CITY CENTERSTEPS FROM MAMILLA
New building, 2br, 37
sqm private garden

Only 3,130,000nis

DEAL OF THE WEEK

FULL ACCESSABILITY, PARKING, LOW FLOOR
NEWLY BUILT, UPGRADED APARTMENT

KIRYAT HALEOM

NEW OVERSIZED 

2 bedrooms

92 sqm + balcony

4,550,000nis

2 MORE LEFT...

SPECIAL OFFER

OLD ARNONA

PAY 20\80 

NEW BOUTIQUE BUILDING, ONLY 5 FLOORS
 PENTHOUSE OF 4-5 BRS - OLD ARNONA 

LUXURY IN THE
GERMAN COLONY

10 Hilldsheimer st.

Design your own 

garden apartment

Offering a limited collection of boutique residences

PERFECTLY SITUATED ON A QUIET, ONE-WAY STREET, 
JUST STEPS FROM THE LIVELY EMEK REFAIM

Mazal Tov to  
Rita & Menachem Broner  

and family on the  
Bar Mitzvah of their grandson

Gidi Goodhardt
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

simchat shmuel

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITIATIVES,
OU ISRAEL

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

There are many interesting perspectives 
and insights into the texts and symbolic 
foods associated with the Seder Layl Pesach, 
but one of the most interesting sections of 
the evening’s dialogue and various rituals is 
the discussion regarding the ‘Four Children.’

The opening paragraph of this section of 
the Magid (telling of the story...) contains an 
interesting turn of phrase. We read:

“Kineged arba vanim dibra Torah, echad 
chacham, v’echad rasha, echad tam, v’echad 
sh’eino yodea lishol...”

“Kineged four children the Torah speaks, 
one wise, one wicked, one simple, and one 
who does not know how to ask...”

The word kineged in this context is often 
translated as regarding, or as referring to. 
The Slonimer Rebbe zy’a  explained that 
the word kineged is actually more accu-
rately translated to mean opposing or in 
contrast to. The text is telling us that the 
Torah speaks in contrast to many different 
opinions and personalities, as if to suggest 
that the Torah has a relevant response to 
diverse challenges, questions and perspec-
tives. The Torah has a relevant eternal mes-
sage for each of us, no matter our individual 
perspective.

We see this interpretation clearly depict-
ed in the subsequent paragraphs describing 
each of the four children. There are many 
profound lessons and interesting themes 
alluded to in these few sentences. One chal-
lenging point is that one of the children is 
referred to as a rasha-literally a wicked or 

despicable individual. This is a very strong 
term, much harsher than many of the famil-
iar translations-(the contrary child, the mis-
chievous child, etc.) connote. 

What is the significance of the use of the 
term rasha? How is it that one of the chil-
dren is labeled as wicked, yet the other 
extreme, a tzadik, a righteous individual 
is not represented as being present at the 
Seder, rather a wise child, a wicked child, a 
simple child and a child that does not know 
how to ask?

Perhaps we might take a moment to 
explore and accurately define the term tza-
dik, before we can determine why a tzadik is 
seemingly omitted from this cast of charac-
ters. There is an interesting teaching in the 
Mishna (Oral Tradition), the first entry in 
the Tenth Chapter of the Tractate Sanhedrin. 
There we read:

“Kol Yisrael yesh lahem chelek L’ol-
am Habaa, sheneemar, ‘ v’ameich kulam 
tzadikim...”

This is classically translated as “All of 
Israel has a place in the World to Come, 
as it is written- ‘And your nation are all 
righteous...’”

It’s interesting to note that the letter 
lamed, used as a prefix in the word, L’olam, 
literally means to or into. The Slonimer Reb-
be zy’a, clarified this teaching to mean that 
there are many different pathways, differ-
ent portions which can lead us to the world 
to come. Each member of Israel has their 
own unique pathway, their own unique set 
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of merits that can secure them a place in 
the world to come. According to the Rebbe, 
there are many different paths to goodness, 
different types of righteous individuals.

With this perspective in mind, let’s now 
re-visit our four children of the Seder. There 
are many pathways to righteousness. One 
pathway is through Torah scholarship. A 
true Torah sage personifies not only wis-
dom, but piety. Thus the chacham, the wise 
child, could potentially represent our miss-
ing tzadik.

There is also a tradition that in each gen-
eration there are 36 hidden tzadikim, 36 
righteous individuals who quietly, humbly 
and privately go about making the world a 
better place. These 36 hidden righteous ones 
are not from among the great scholars or 
public leaders, rather simple, humble indi-
viduals that quietly leave a lasting imprint 
upon all those who are fortunate to come 
in contact with them. Perhaps our tam, our 
simple child, personifies such an individu-
al, not, as it would appear, someone who is 
limited in their intellectual achievements, 
rather someone who quietly contributes to 
the good of mankind, in simple humility. So 
perhaps, the tam too could represent our 
missing tzadik.

Another sign of piety is the capacity to 
remain particularly careful with the mode 
in which we communicate and interact 
with others. All too often, people find them-
selves asking cynical, inappropriate or con-
descending questions. The Amshinover 
Rebbe zy’a  posits that perhaps the she’eino 
yodea lishol, is not the child who does not 
know how to form a question to be asked, 
rather the child who does not know how 
to ask the types of challenging questions 

which could insult or embarrass another 
human being. This child is not immature, 
rather, the most mature, a child who can-
not bring himself to impugn the status or 
reputation of another person. Perhaps it is 
this child who personifies the highest level 
of righteousness.

Ok, so maybe each of these three children 
represents a certain profile that could be 
categorized as being a tzadik. But that still 
leaves us with a lingering question. What 
is the rationale behind the harsh label used 
to depict the remaining child, the rasha, the 
wicked child? How could our Sages have 
used such a harsh label in their depiction 
of a child?

There is a beautiful custom attributed 
to the Chasidic Master Rabbi Mendel of 
Rimanov zy’a(as cited in the important 
work Eim Habanim Semeicha, written by 
Rabbi Yissacher Shlomo Teichtel, Hy’d, 
zy’a). When it came to the recitation of this 
section of the Hagada, the Rebbe of Riman-
ov refused to refer to the second of these 
children as the rasha. In fact, tradition has 
it that the Rebbe actually crossed out the 
word rasha in his text, and replaced it with 
these two words written in the column of 
the page-bein hasheini; literally the second 
child, or the different child, the child with 
a different perspective than all the others.

The Belzer Rebbe zy’a, taught a simi-
lar idea, based on the actual Hagada text. 
Included in the response to the rasha, is 
the instruction:  ‘hakeh et shinav...’literally, 
‘strike out, push forth his teeth...’ 

Many interpret this to mean that we hold 
nothing back; we are to be firm and strong 
in our reply to this child. However the Bel-
zer Rebbe offered a slightly more creative 
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interpretation. Hakeh et shinav, not push 
forth his teeth, rather push forth the shin, 
the middle letter of the three letter word 
rasha. When we remove the middle letter 
shin from the word rasha, we are left with 
the two outer letters reish and ayin, which 
together spell the word ra, bad or evil.

The Belzer Rebbe taught, hakeh et shinav, 
means push forth his shin, bring out his 
inner self, so we’re left to recognize that 
this child is only outwardly ra, his outward 
appearance is wicked, but his essence is per-
sonified by the letter shin. The letter shin, is 
comprised of three stems, which the Rebbe 
suggests, represent Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. We are thus instructed, when that 
challenging, outwardly “bad” child is pres-
ent at the Seder- find a way to bring forth 
his essence, find a way to reconnect this 
child to the relevance of the very message 
of Pesach, the incredible gift of Freedom, 
and the enrichment that Torah can bring to 
each of our lives.

The Hagada’s Four Children, and really 
the entire Seder experience is full of sym-
bolism. Essentially we are meant to realize 
that throughout our history there have 
always been different pathways to finding 
meaning and growth within our tradition, 

that even those that seem furthest removed 
can also find that inspiration which is alive 
innate within each of our hearts, and that 
each of us, no matter where we are physi-
cally, professionally, or emotionally, can find 
true freedom- freedom to really bring forth 
our inner self through the eternal relevance 
of Torah.

Similarly, Reb Elimelech Biderman, shl-
ita asks why is it that the Baal HaHagada 
repeats the word echad before each of the 
four children, rather than simply listing 
each child without including the word 
“echad.” Reb Meilech suggests that a pro-
found message is conveyed to parents: no 
matter how a child appears—wise, mischie-
vous, simple, or sophisticated—when we 
strive to inspire and teach our children, we 
must make each child feel that they are an 
echad- at that moment, no one else is more 
important to us as parents than that child, 
regardless of their unique nature or charac-
teristics. Each one is unique and treasured!

May each of us be blessed to truly cele-
brate the beauty that is freedom, and may 
this be the year that finally brings us to see 
the redemption that the Jewish people have 
longed for ever since that very first Pesach 
when we went forth from Egypt. 
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STEPHEN EPSTEIN
Licensed Realtor
+972 58-783-7436
+1 (914)-351-1245

www.stephen-epstein.com

Stunning 
Ashkelon!

Watch the sunset every night!
Whether you are looking to live in 
Ashkelon full-time, weekends or 
vacations, we can help you find 
something in your price range.

Call for a Tour!

From Vision To Keys In Hand 
We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.

Passionate Service. Exceptional Results.

Karmiel: Duplex Villas
Starting From 4.7M NIS
Mevaseret: Penthouse-Must See
Pool/Spa/Gym/Shul - 5.9M NIS

Netanya: 3 bedrooms
Starting From 2.9M 2.8 NIS

Haifa Area: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 1.7M NIS

Carmei Gat: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.15M NIS

Katamonim: 3 Bedrooms
Starting From 3.85M NIS
Bat Yam: Beach/Light Rail
2 Bedrooms
Starting From 2.8M NIS

Zichron Yaakov: 3 Bedrooms 
Starting From 2.97M NIS

 

BROKER - OWNER
FEE: 2% + VAT

Izzy Leizerowitz
IL -+972 52 682-9367
USA (786) 385-8859
info@keteradvisors.com

Latest Properties - Don’t be Closed Out! 

Unlimited Guidance:
Where To Buy

How To Buy
What To Buy
Buy Or Rent

Money  Transfers
Mortgage Issues

Property Management

Jerusalem: 7% Now-No Index 
2 Bedrooms From 2.7M NIS

בסייד

3 bedrooms From 2.9M NIS
4 Bedrooms From 3.6M NIS

Can You Help  
Save Her life?

Kidney donations are through Matnat Chaim organization. 
Eligibility for men above 27 years of age, and women who 
have completed giving birth. Link to the form: https://kilya.
org.il/he/p-form/?patient=ATARA_RAICH

Please contact:
Sarit: 054-6954500
Einat: 054-9479567

our Dear 
imma  

neeDS a 
KiDneY 

TranSplanT

בס”ד

הבוחן כליות ולב
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
OLD KATAMON - HAPORTZIM ST. 
Spacious 5-room apt., 126 sqm, in a  

boutique historic building, entire 1st floor, 
high ceilings, elevator, large Sukkah  

balconies. Great potential for your dream 
home! Near quality schools, synagogues, 
shops and cafés, healthcare and community  

services, Theater, Museum and more.  
Exclusive! Moshe 055-4549428

BETWEEN KIRYAT MOSHE  
AND GIVAT SHAUL - BEIT SHEARIM  

On a small, quiet street, 92 sqm apt. divided 
into two renovated units (3 + 2), rented  

and income-producing. Could be combined 
into one spacious apartment. Additionally: 

permits for extra 30 sqm of built space  
plus 42 sqm sukkah balcony. Near  

synagogues and educational institutions, 
playgrounds, shops, public transportation. 

Exclusive! Itsik 055-4318147

ON PRESTIGIOUS BALFOUR ST., TALBIYA 
Unique classic spacious 3.5-rooms,  
125 sqm, 1st floor, historic preserved  

building, tastefully designed & renovated,
3 balconies, high ceiling, near President’s 

residence, Jerusalem Theater, synagogues, 
Van Leer institute & more. Exclusive!  

Moshe 055-4549428

BEST LOCATION IN KIRYAT YOVEL!  
Beautiful new & spacious 5-room apt., 140 sqm,  
large balcony, panoramic view, high floor, 
Shabbat elevators, 2 private underground 

parkings, storage. Near cafes, shops,  
playgrounds, clinics, synagogues, schools 
& public transportation. Easy access to Ein 
Kerem, Shaare Zedek & Hebrew University 
Campuses. Exclusive! Galit 055-4549464
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ILANA NELSON        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

BRIGHT AND RENOVATED 4-ROOM 
APT IN OLD KATAMON FOR SALE
3 BDRM APT ON HAGDUD 
HAIVRI/PALMACH ST, 2.5 BATHS, 
2ND FL. WALK UP, BRIGHT, 
RENOVATED, LARGE WINDOWS, 
VIEWS, NEAR THEATER
ASKING PRICE: NIS 3,900,000

AMAZING INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY IN THE 
KATAMONIM
4 ROOM APT, 1ST FLOOR, CLOSE 
WALK TO THE NEW LIGHT RAIL, 
FUTURE POTENTIAL FOR URBAN 
RENEWAL
ASKING PRICE: NIS 2,300,000
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In a small village near the town of Kolb-
isov there lived a simple Jew who made his 
living from the kretchma, the little inn that 
he rented from the local poritz. Down on his 
luck, the Yid was unable to make his month-
ly payments, and the poritz, a brutal and 
unforgiving landlord, resorted to violence 
to extract the debt. Try as he may, the Yid 
just couldn’t come up with the money he 
owed. After missing the payment deadline, 
a bunch of goons showed up at his door on 
Shabbos morning just days before Pesach to 
‘send a message’ to the poor fellow. As the 
Yid stood at a safe distance, they tore apart 
the humble building, smashed the modest 
possessions and dumped all his Shabbos 
food on the ground. “If you don’t pay up 
by tonight,” they hissed, “we’ll do the same 
stuff to you.”

The Yid was extremely dismayed and ran 
to the Beis Medrash, now his only refuge in 
the world. Exhausted, he squeezed into a 
back corner as it was packed with congre-
gants listening to the Shabbos haGadol dra-
sha of the Rav of Kolbisov, the Oheiv Yisrael, 
Rebbe Avraham Yehoshua Heschel. 

“There are two kinds of brachos address-
ing the redemption of Am Yisrael,” intoned 
the Rebbe. “One of them we say before the 
Amidah. It is in the past tense, praising the 

Ga’al Yisrael, ‘Hashem, Who redeemed 
Israel’. The other brachah is part of the Ami-
dah itself, composed in present tense: Go’el 
Yisrael, ‘He Who redeems Israel’. The first 
bracha is a reference to the past geulah from 
Mitzrayim. The second brachah, however, is 
in the present tense, because it refers to the 
redemption that is going on right now, right 
here, in this very moment, for every single 
one of us…. And even if there’s a Yid who 
can’t pay his rent, and the poritz is breath-
ing down his neck threatening him, and his 
house was torn apart and he has not a kopek 
to begin paying his debts — Go’el Yisrael! The 
Ribbono Shel Olam is redeeming him right 
now from all of his tzaros! Even this Yid is 
going out of exile, at this very moment!”

No one present could have recognized the 
hashgacha pratis of the Rebbe’s choice of 
words except our innkeeper, who was cer-
tain that this was Hashem speaking through 
the Rebbe directly to him. This Divine 
intervention filled him with hope and joy, 
and he ran out of shul dancing wildly and 
shouting, “The Rebbe says Goel Yisrael, He 
Who redeems Israel right now! Goel Yisrael! 
Hashem is saving even me — at this very 
moment!” 

As he was dancing his way down the 
street toward his home, he bumped right 

Shabbos HaGadol:  
Present Tense
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into the poritz, who was out for a walk 
with his wife. “Ugh,” he grimaced toward 
his wife, “this is the dirty Jew we roughed 
up today, he owes us a ton of money.” But 
as the poritz watched him dancing away, 
laughing and shouting Hebrew phrases, his 
wife frowned and clucked disapprovingly at 
him. “No. It looks like the poor guy is having 
a breakdown. He must have cracked from 
all your pressure and your little band of 
low-life thugs. Have mercy on this zhid, he 
is so pitiful....”

“Okay, Okay,” demurred the poritz, rolling 
his eyes. “Jew! Come back over here. I have 
something to tell you.” The Yid still couldn’t 
keep his explosive joy completely under 
wraps but he turned around and came 
back. The poritz thought for a second and 
said, “I’ll tell you what we’ll do. I’ll speak 
with my brother who owns the distillery 
in Kolbisov. They’ll give you some whiskey 
on credit. You could sell it; maybe your luck 
will change, and with the profit, you can pay 
off the debt you owe me.”

Indeed, within the few days between 
Shabbos and Erev Pesach, the Yid sold so 
much whiskey that he was able not only to 
pay the rent he owed to the poritz, but to 
purchase all his Yom Tov needs and even 

help some of his struggling neighbors as 
well. 

On Erev Pesach, still with a dance in his 
step, the Yid went to Reb Avraham Yehosh-
ua to tell him the good news. But before he 
could speak, the Rebbe smiled and said, 
“May the Go’el Yisrael, One Who is redeem-
ing Israel right now bless you with a joyous 
Zeman Ge’ulaseinu, Season of Our Ge’ulah!

כל ברכאן דלעילא ותתא ביומא דשביעאה תליין, 
“All of the blessings above and below are 

dependent upon the Seventh Day.” 
(Zohar, Yisro)
Pesach draws its sanctity from the Shab-

bos before Pesach, Shabbos haGadol. This 
day is called “the Great Shabbos” because it 
contains within it the holiness of Shabbos as 
well as the sanctity of Pesach. The blessings 
of Shabbos haGadol and the days preceding 
Yom Tov give us another chance to believe 
in Hashem’s salvation and to begin again. 
With emunah we can become filled with 
joy, even if our external circumstances are 
excruciatingly difficult. For Hashem is cer-
tainly the Go’el Yisrael, redeeming even us, 
in the present tense, at this very moment!

Good Shabbos and  Chag Kosher 
v’Same’ach 

Ask us about the vibrant community in Ir Yamim, Netanya & beyond

Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel
Seaview Israel

Jonathan Gellis Jonathan Gellis 
0538236143 
Sales and 
Renovations

Avraham Levi Avraham Levi 
0586927574 
Property Management 
and Maintenance

SEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDSSEAVIEW ISRAEL FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS

www.seaviewIsrael.comwww.seaviewIsrael.com
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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education

Pesach’s Top 
7 Questions

The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for 
Kashrut Education was established 
in the fall of 2019. Gustave and Carol 
Jacobs were active lay leaders of the 
Orthodox Union and numerous other 
Jewish organizations for many decades. 
Working closely with the OU, they 
became pioneers of kashrut in North 
America, helping ensure that gener-
ations of Jews in America—and later 
around the world—would have easy 
access to high-quality kosher food.
One of the center’s growing services 
is the Kashrut Hotline. Thousands of 
questions are answered year-round, 
providing tremendous assistance to 
both English- and Hebrew-speaking 
kosher consumers navigating the com-
plex landscape of Israeli kashrut.
Pesach is a particularly busy time when 
the hotline operates at full capacity. 
Below are the top seven questions we 
receive, along with their answers:

1. DO FROZEN VEGETABLES SUCH AS 
BROCCOLI, CAULIFLOWER, AND SPINACH 
REQUIRE SPECIAL PESACH CERTIFICATION?

In Israel, it is generally recommended to 
purchase broccoli, cauliflower, and other 
leafy vegetables with a reliable certification 
(such as OU Kosher) that guarantees the 
products are free of infestation. Many cer-
tifications use greenhouse-grown produce 
under close supervision. These products 
are checked, cleaned, processed, and sold 
frozen.

For Pesach, such products are permitted 
if they are sealed in original packaging until 
use. Even if they were purchased months 
earlier and lack specific Pesach certifica-
tion, they may still be used, provided they 
contain 100% vegetables with no additives. 
Always verify the ingredient list.
2. DO COLOGNE, PERFUME, OR DEODORANT 
REQUIRE PESACH CERTIFICATION DUE TO 
ALCOHOL CONTENT?

While perfumes and deodorants often 
contain alcohol, not all alcohol is chametz. 
Isopropyl alcohol and methanol are not 
grain-derived. Even ethanol (grain alcohol) 
is often produced from corn in North Amer-
ica, which is not considered chametz.

A more complex issue involves dena-
tured alcohol—alcohol rendered inedible, 
which may be derived from either chametz 
or non-chametz sources. Although techni-
cally inedible, some rabbinic authorities 
note that it could potentially be restored to 
an edible state.
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The OU’s ruling is that deodorants, 
perfumes, and colognes may be used on 
Pesach, even if they contain denatured alco-
hol derived from chametz.
3. HOW SHOULD I APPROACH PRODUCTS 
THAT APPEAR NATURAL AND SUITABLE 
FOR PESACH BUT ARE LABELED AS 
NOT KOSHER FOR PESACH BY CERTAIN 
CERTIFICATIONS?

Some certifications in Israel are very 
stringent regarding Pesach approval and 
may avoid granting certification even when 
a product is technically permissible.

If a product carries a Pesach certification 
from a trusted authority, one should not be 
concerned if another certification on the 
same product indicates otherwise. For ques-
tions regarding specific “natural” products 
or ingredients, consumers are encouraged 
to contact the hotline for guidance.
4. DOES RAW CHICKEN OR BEEF IN MY 
FREEZER NEED TO BE SOLD BEFORE 
PESACH? CAN IT BE USED DURING PESACH?

Raw chicken (all parts) and raw beef 
(including ground meat with no additives) 
do not require special Pesach certification. 
If such products are already in your freezer, 
they may be used during Pesach.

However, this applies only to unprocessed 
meat. Processed products—such as deli 
meats, prepared chicken, or frozen items 
like hamburgers and kebabs—require spe-
cific Pesach certification.
5. HOW SHOULD I HANDLE PRESCRIPTION 
MEDICATIONS ON PESACH? WHAT ABOUT 

POWDERED MEDICATIONS MIXED  
WITH WATER?

Most medications used by adults—such 
as creams, non-chewable pills, and injec-
tions—may be owned and used on Pesach, 
even if they contain chametz or kitniyot, 
since they are considered inedible.

However, liquid medications, chewable 
tablets, and flavored pills are considered 
palatable and may contain chametz. In 
Israel, many of these are kitniyot-based and 
may be permitted for those in need, but a 
competent halachic authority should be 
consulted.

Powdered medications mixed with 
water are similar to flavored medicines 
and should also be discussed with a qual-
ified rabbi. The hotline provides extensive 
resources on this topic.
6. COCA-COLA PRODUCTS IN NORTH 
AMERICA ARE CERTIFIED OU-P. CAN THEY 
BE CONSUMED IN ISRAEL? WHAT ABOUT 
OTHER DRINKS LIKE FANTA OR FUZE TEA?

Coca-Cola products require specific 
Pesach certification. In Israel, the OU part-
ners with Rav Landau’s certification for 
Coca-Cola syrup production. Rav Landau 
certifies only certain products—such as 
original Coca-Cola and Sprite—for Pesach, 
and these are permitted.

Other beverages, including Fanta and 
Fuze Tea syrups are made under OU Kosher 
supervision for Pesach however due to the 
complexity, consumers are encouraged to 
consult the hotline for up-to-date guidance.
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7. DO TEQUILA AND VODKA REQUIRE 
PESACH CERTIFICATION? IF NOT, MUST 
THEY BE SOLD BEFORE PESACH?

Vodka is often produced from wheat 
and is therefore considered chametz, 
making it prohibited to own or consume 
on Pesach.

Tequila, in its basic form, is made from 
agave and presents fewer inherent kashrut 
concerns. However, complications can 
arise from additives, aging in barrels pre-
viously used for chametz-based alcohol 
(such as bourbon), and shared production 
equipment.

Due to these factors, both tequila and 
vodka require reliable Pesach certifi-
cation. If their status is unknown, they 
should be consumed, sold, or disposed of 
before Pesach. 
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STOP WAITING. 
GET REAL CARE.

WHY ELITEMED? 

BOOK NOW

Very fast appointments

Carefully selected top specialists

A true American-style clinic with
unparalleled service and professionalism. 
Super fast access to Israel's top
specialists.

Personalized care that puts you first

Stunning new clinic in Yishpro Center

073-321-4181

www.elitemed.co.il 
Ayala 360, 21 Hamelachot Street, 
Building B, 5th Floor Yishpro Center, Modiin 

ELITEMED SPECIALISTS 

YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

PREMIUM MEDICAL CARE IN MODI'IN

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996

Ir-Yamim, First line to the sea
 Move-in condition, 4 br. 2.5 baths, on a high floor

with sea view to the Reserve. In a building with
pool, guard and gym. Asking: 5,390,000 NIS

South-Beach Apartment  9,800 NIS
For Rent: A beautiful, furnished 3 br. apartment

with a balcony overlooking the sea in South
Netanya. 2 parking spaces, Gym, Shabbat elevator.
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Birkat Ha'Ilanot D zepli`d zkxa
The following bracha is said only once a year, 
during the month of Nissan, on fruit trees in 
blossom. It is not said on flowering trees 
that do not bear fruit. Say the bracha ONLY 
if you are sure that the trees are fruit-bearing. 
It is not said on fruit trees that already have 
fruit; only on fruit trees when they display the flower 
blossoms that precede their fruit. It is preferable to say 
the bracha on at least two trees. The bracha should be 
said with a sense of awe, appreciation, admiration, and 
joy of HaShem and the world He created for us. 
We specifically acknowledge Him in the presence 
of fruit trees which delight our senses with their floral 
displays, even before they provide us with their tasty fruit. We realize that this is an
extra-special gift from G-d to us.

ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi ¥dŸl' ¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
zFi ¦x §A Fa `ẍäE ,xäc̈ Fnl̈Fr §A x ©Q ¦g Ÿ̀N ¤W

:mc̈ ῭  i¥p §A m ¤dÄ zFP ©d §l mi ¦aFh zFpl̈i ¦̀ §e zFaFh
Some versions have mEl §M instead of xäc̈

Some add these T’hilim (122 and 128)

K ¦i «©xr̈ §W ¦A ,Epi«¥l §b ©x Eid̈ zFc §nŸr .K¥l¥p 'd zi ¥A ,i ¦l mi ¦x §nŸ̀ §A i ¦Y §g «©nÜ ,c ¦ec̈ §l zFl£r ©O ©d xi ¦W
D'ï i ¥h §a ¦W mi ¦hä §W Elr̈ mẌ ¤W .eC̈ §g ©i DN̈ dẍ §A ªg ¤W xi ¦r §M ,dïEp §A ©d m ¦i«©lẄEx §i .m ¦i«l̈ẄEx §i
.c ¦eC̈ zi ¥a §l zF` §q ¦M ,hR̈ §W ¦n §l zF` §q ¦k Ea §Wï dÖ «Ẅ i ¦M .'d m ¥W §l zFcŸd §l ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i §l zEc ¥r
o ©r «©n §l .K ¦i «z̈Fp §n §x ©̀ §A dë §l ©W ,K¥li ¥g §A mFlẄ i ¦d §i .K ¦i «ä £dŸ̀  Ei«l̈ §W ¦i ,m ¦i«l̈ẄEx §i mFl §W El £̀ ©W

.Kl̈ aFh dẄ §w ©a £̀  ,Epi «¥dŸl' ¡̀  'd zi ¥A o ©r «©n §l .KÄ mFlẄ `P̈ dẍ §A ©c £̀  ,ir̈ ¥x §e i ©g ©̀

aFh §e Li «¤x §W ©̀  ,l ¥k Ÿ̀z i ¦M Li«¤R ©M ©ri«¦b §i .eik̈ẍ §c ¦A K¥lŸd ©d ,'d ` ¥x §i lM̈ i ¥x §W ©̀  ,zFl£r ©O ©d xi ¦W
o ¥k i ¦k d¥P ¦d .L«¤pg̈ §l ªW §l ai ¦aq̈ ,mi ¦zi¥f i¥l ¦z §W ¦M Li«¤pÄ ,L «¤zi ¥a i ¥z §M §x ©i §A dÏ ¦xŸR o ¤t«¤b §M L §Y §W ¤̀  .Kl̈
mi ¦pä d ¥̀ §xE .Li«¤I ©g i ¥n §i lŸM ,m ¦i«l̈ẄEx §i aEh §A d ¥̀ §xE ,oFI ¦S ¦n 'd L §k ¤xä §i .'d ` ¥x §i ,x ¤a«B̈ K ©xŸa §i

.l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ©r mFlẄ ,Li«¤pä §l
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We already know that trees are special - we had TU BISHVAT, the Rosh HaShana for Trees. Think
of it this way: Trees provide us with nourishing and delicious fruit. DAYENU! That would be
enough to thank HaShem for. And we do, every time we eat a fruit and say BOREI P’RI HA’EITZ.
And when the fruit is the first of the season, we are so excited that we say an additional bracha:
SHEHECHEYANU. Many fruits also have a pleasant fragrance. That’s a bonus. An extra gift from
G-d for our enjoyment. And we have a bracha for that too: HANOTEIN REI’ACH TOV BAPEIROT.
There is also a b'racha for seeing a magnificent forest: SHEKACHA LO B'OLAMO. And that
HaShem provided us with a beautiful fragrant display of flowers BEFORE the tree yields its fruit -
this is an extra bonus, which we acknowledge once a year with Birkat Ha-Ilanot.

ILAN, ILAN from Taanit 5b-6a: ...To what may this be compared? To a man who was
journeying in the desert; he was hungry, weary and thirsty and he lighted upon a tree the
fruits of which were sweet, its shade pleasant, and a stream of water flowing beneath it; he
ate of its fruits, drank of the water, and rested under its shade. 

When he was about to continue his journey, he said: Tree, O Tree, with what shall I bless you?
Shall I say to you, ‘May your fruits be sweet’? They are sweet already; that your shade be
pleasant? It is already pleasant; that a stream of water may flow beneath you? Lo, a stream of
water flows already beneath you; therefore [I say], ‘May it be [God's] will that all the shoots
taken from you be like you.’ 

So also with you. With what shall I bless you? With [the knowledge of the Torah?] You already
possess [knowledge of the Torah]. With riches? You have riches already. With children? You
have children already. Hence [I say], ‘May it be [God's] will that your offspring be like you.’

Trees by Joyce Kilmer
I think that I shall never see 
A poem as lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth's  sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks to God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree.
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.c ¦eC̈ zi ¥a §l zF` §q ¦M ,hR̈ §W ¦n §l zF` §q ¦k Ea §Wï dÖ «Ẅ i ¦M .'d m ¥W §l zFcŸd §l ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i §l zEc ¥r
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Selling
There is a custom to sell chametz to a non-Jew, if (for certain reasons) it would be impractical 
to dispose of the chametz. Place chametz in a specially marked and sealed place, e.g. a room or 
closet. That storage space can then be leased to a non-Jew for the duration of the holiday. Ask your 
Orthodox rabbi to help you arrange this. For guidelines on what can and should be sold, see page 39.

Cleaning
The entire home must be cleaned of all edible chametz. Check and clean out any place where chametz 
may have entered during the year. (If you have kids at home, this might mean under the beds, in the 
closets, and of course, in your car!) Either clean all toys or set aside designated clean toys.

Different Utensils
Year-round cooking and eating utensils should not be used, and separate utensils should be purchased 
exclusively for Pesach use. (In some cases, year-round utensils may be kashered for Pesach use, in 
consultation with a rabbi.) Check out our “Kashering Primer” on page 10, for more details.

When is Passover?
We observe Passover from the 15th through the 22nd 
of the Hebrew month of Nisan.

Pesach 2023 begins on Wednesday night, April 5, and 
lasts through Thursday, April 13.

It is forbidden to eat chametz beginning Wednesday 
morning, April 5. See page 2 for the corresponding 
zmanim (times).

Is my home kosher for Passover?
Keeping a year-round kosher home is not the same as 
a “kosher for Passover” home.

On Passover, eating chametz, or having chametz in 
your possession, is forbidden. (See “What exactly is 
chametz?” below)

This mitzvah takes up the bulk of our Pesach 
preparations, as we search, clean and even scrub
our homes to remove all remnants of edible chametz.

What does this look like in practice?

What exactly is chametz?
Chametz is any food created by allowing grain (specifically wheat, oat, spelt, rye or barley) and 
water to ferment and rise. This is often referred to as “leaven.”
Some common examples of chametz are bread, crackers, cookies, pretzels and pasta.
Even foods with minute amounts of chametz ingredients, or foods processed on utensils or 
machinery that are used for chametz, are not permissible for Pesach use. Practically speaking, 
any processed food that is not certified as kosher for Passover may potentially include chametz 
ingredients and should not be eaten on Pesach.

The busy days before Pesach — special mitzvot and customs
Have you combed every inch of your home for wayward chametz, turned over your kitchen 
into an aluminum-foil-covered spaceship, and searched all corners?

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >
Continued on page 12

Laws and Customs 
for Pesach

March 31st. Any
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Please see the OU Israel Kashrut Magazine for more Pesach laws and guidence 
https://issuu.com/orthodoxunion/docs/low_res_israel_passover_guide_2023
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Torah Mitzvot:
1. Relating the story of the Exodus  
 (Maggid—reading from the Haggadah).

2. Eating matzah.

Here’s your overview of the 
mitzvot of the Seder:

The Seven Mitzvot of the Seder
There are two Torah obligations and five rabbinical 
obligations to perform during the Seder.

Rabbinical Mitzvot:
1. Arbah Kosot: Drinking four cups of wine.

2. Maror: Eating bitter herbs.

3. Hallel: Reciting psalms of praise.

4. Afikoman: Eating an extra piece of matzah  
for dessert as a reminder of the Pesach offering.

5. Demonstrating acts of freedom like sitting with 
a pillow and leaning to the left when eating matzah 
and drinking wine.

You’ve made it to the Seder! 

The Seder Plate
The Seder plate is arranged with symbolic foods that 
follow the order of the Haggadah. The prepared plate is 
placed in front of the leader of the Seder, who gives out 
the various foods to each participant at the relevant times.

What do we put on the Seder plate?
Charoset: a mixture of apples, nuts, wine, and cinnamon, 
symbolizing the bricks and mortar of ancient Egypt
Karpas: a vegetable (preferably parsley, radish, potato, or 
celery)
Maror: bitter herbs (may consist of romaine lettuce, 
endives, or pure horseradish)
Beitzah: a roasted or boiled egg
Zeroa: a piece of roasted or boiled meat or poultry
Salt water: Place a bowl of salt water for dipping the 
karpas near the Seder plate.

Matzah
Three whole matzot are placed next to the Seder plate. 
We are commanded to eat matzah three times during  
the Seder:
1. At the start of the Seder meal (with a special bracha)
2. For korech (Hillel sandwich) together with the maror
3. For the afikomen (at the end of the meal)
For details on the specific amounts and requirements see 
“Sizing Up the Seder” on page 16.

Bitter herbs (maror)
Everyone is obligated to eat bitter herbs twice at each Seder:
1. A kezayit of maror, dipped in charoset
2. A second, smaller amount, inside the matzah sandwich 
(korech)
Maror must be raw and unpreserved. Therefore, 
commercially prepared grated horseradish, which is 
packed in vinegar, may not be used for the mitzvah.

Telling the story of the Exodus and singing Hallel
We encourage young children to participate in the Seder 
to the best of their ability. It is customary for the youngest 
person at the Seder to ask the Four Questions.
We close the Seder with Hallel, which praises G-d and 
His special relationship with the people of Israel. The 
Seder traditionally concludes with singing (and dancing 
to) several lively songs that celebrate our treasured 
relationship with G-d.

When Passover ends 
All dietary laws and restrictions remain in effect until 
nightfall of the eighth day of Pesach.
Chametz that was properly sold may only be eaten once 
the resale is confirmed by your rabbi (agent). Chametz 
that was in the possession of a Jew during Pesach is 
forbidden for consumption by any Jew, even after Pesach. 

https://oukosher.org/passover/download-passover-guide-signup/

Preparing for your Pesach Seder!

When Pesach ends

Please see the OU (USA) Kashrut Magazine for more Pesach laws and guidance

https://oukosher.org/passover/download-passover-guide-signup/
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GEULAS YISRAELGEULAS YISRAEL
RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
RAM YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
MAGGID SHIUR ALL PARSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Five Lessons 
of Geulah in 

a Time  
of War

For nearly two and a half years, we have 
been at war, defending our land and our 
people. Our faith has been tested, and our 
unity and resilience have been stretched and 
strengthened through these moments.

We are still in the midst of a fateful strug-
gle, a struggle over the right of the people of 
Hashem to live in His land.

As we approach Pesach and continue 
to live through this unfolding geulah, five 
themes have begun to emerge from this war.

I. A RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE
Our original effort to settle this land was 

not framed in overtly religious terms. The 
State of Israel was founded upon a largely 

secular, and at times Marxist, ideology. Many 
of the early pioneers carried a clear cultural 
agenda: to distance the Jewish people from 
what they viewed as the fragile image of the 
Jew of exile, powerless and confined to the 
beit midrash. They sought to fashion a “new 
Jew,” strong, self-reliant, and rooted in the 
soil of his land, freed from what they per-
ceived as the burdens of tradition.

Religious Jews viewed the rebirth of the 
state and the return of Jewish sovereignty 
through a lens of faith and redemption. But 
that vision required an imaginative leap, as 
the state itself was not founded upon explicit 
religious principles.

Our enemies, in those early decades, also 
viewed the conflict in national rather than 
religious terms. Much of the Arab world in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
was animated by Arab nationalism. Disparate 
societies aspired to create a unified pan-Arab 
presence across the Levant. Israel was seen as 
a foreign intrusion, an obstacle blocking that 
vision. The confrontation was therefore cast 
largely in political and national terms.

Nearly eighty years later, that landscape 
has shifted. Moderate Arab states have estab-
lished relations with Israel, recognizing the 
stability and prosperity that cooperation can 
bring. The most violent forces we now face 
emerge from fundamentalist Islamist move-
ments. They cloak brutality in the language 
of religion and invoke the name of God to jus-
tify terror. Their rhetoric distorts the essence 
of faith. The God of Avraham does not delight 
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in the death of innocents, nor does He cele-
brate cruelty.

At the same time, Israeli society itself has 
grown more deeply connected to tradition. 
Religious awareness, even when partial, and 
cultural attachment to Judaism have steadily 
risen. Even among those who are not fully 
observant, Jewish identity plays a more vis-
ible and meaningful role in public life than 
it once did.

The images from this war, soldiers calling 
out Shema Yisrael, young fighters wrapping 
themselves in tzitzit before battle, have 
revealed how deeply Jewish faith and spirit 
run within the modern Israeli spirit.

In this environment, the struggle over our 
land increasingly carries a religious dimen-
sion. It is now evident that this battle is part 
of a broader historical and spiritual drama.

Over the past decades, and especially 
through this war, it has become clear that 
we are not merely fighting over land. We are 
moving within the long arc of Jewish histo-
ry and destiny, striving to restore Hashem’s 
presence in this world.

As Israel becomes more rooted in its spir-
itual heritage, the contrast has sharpened. 
Our return to covenant stands alongside a 
world that increasingly distorts faith.

II. MIRACLES CONCEALED
A few weeks ago I sat at a Purim seudah 

with several students. In the middle of the 
conversation, one talmid began reflecting on 
the difference between the miracle of Purim 
and the miracles we are experiencing today. 
The miracles of Purim, he argued, unfolded 
through hastarah. They were hidden within 
the machinery of Persian politics, concealed 
behind court intrigue and imperial decrees. 
By contrast, he suggested, the miracles 
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surrounding our war with Iran and the past 
two and a half years appear far more open 
and explicit. We no longer live under that 
same veil.

I responded that although we have indeed 
been privileged to witness remarkable 
events, we still live under the shadow of 
hastarah. Our people have endured enor-
mous pain during these past two and a half 
years. Families have lost sons and daughters. 
Many continue to carry deep wounds and 
trauma. The suffering has not disappeared 
simply because we have also experienced 
moments of deliverance. We must not allow 
the exhilaration of miracles to blur our 
awareness of the human cost.

The complete geulah we await arrives 
without concealment and without anguish. 
A redemption unclouded by hastarah will 
unfold without loss and without the suffering 
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our people have endured. In the meantime, 
we must guard ourselves against becoming 
intoxicated by victory. Triumph can dull 
sensitivity. Even as we acknowledge the 
miracles that have sustained us, we must 
remain deeply attuned to the pain that still 
lives among our people.

III. STAGES
Our redemptive imagination often plays 

tricks on us. We expect geulah to arrive swift-
ly, to overturn reality in a single sweep. If 
redemption reshapes the world, we assume 
it should be immediate and decisive. When 
it unfolds more slowly, we struggle to accept 
it, to embrace it, to recognize it for what it is.

Terms like “decisive victory” and “ultimate 
victory” have filled the public conversation. 
We have been promised clear war goals that 
have not always materialized. We now find 
ourselves in a second round against a terror-
ist regime in Iran. We would prefer to pack-
age these campaigns neatly, to point to clear 
and final triumphs. But reality resists such 
simplicity. We have made significant gains 
and have weakened our enemies. We have 
strengthened our geopolitical position in the 
Middle East and beyond. Yet not every war 
yields a final, decisive victory.

Even without it, we are still moving 

steadily toward redemption.
Not only does redemption unfold in stages, 

it can also suffer setbacks. Even as we have 
struck our enemies, we have also awakened 
a surge of hatred in a world that cannot 
distinguish Mordechai from Haman. It is 
a world intoxicated with Jew-hatred. Jews 
across the globe have faced rising violence 
and threat.

This surge of hatred reminds us that geu-
lah does not move forward without resis-
tance. In these past two and a half years, we 
have been reminded that redemption is not 
always swift or dramatic.

It was that way in Mitzrayim. Redemp-
tion began at midnight, and within hours 
an entire nation assembled in Raamses and 
began its journey out. In a single night, histo-
ry was overturned.

Our process is unfolding more slowly. 
It demands not only redemptive faith, but 
redemptive patience.

IV. WE HAVE PARTNERS
For the first time in generations, we are 

not standing alone. We are fighting along-
side the world’s leading power, and many 
other nations offer support, if not active 
participation.

That support carries meaning. In a world 
often filled with loud and virulent antisem-
itism, it is important to remember that not 
everyone stands against us. The voices of 
hatred dominate the public square, but 
many quietly recognize the justice of our 
cause and our right to a Jewish state.

Our vision of the end of days does not 
imagine our people returning home while 
the rest of humanity collapses. It envisions a 
world transformed by a revealed Shechinah, 
where humanity comes to recognize Hashem 
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Rabbi Moshe Taragin's latest sefer 
entitled: Reclaiming Redemption, 
Vol. II: Faith, Identity, Peoplehood, 
and the Storms of War, is available at: 
mtaraginbooks.com.

and to see us as His representatives. Those 
who persist in evil and deny His presence 
will fade from history. But we hope that most 
of humanity will awaken.

The fact that parts of the world are begin-
ning to see more clearly is an early sign of 
that future moment, when redemption 
reaches its full expression.

V. ISRAEL AND JEWISH PEOPLEHOOD
Finally, these past two and a half years 

have reminded us how deeply Israel defines 
Jewish peoplehood and identity. The wars 
in Israel have reignited Jewish spirit even 
among those who had grown distant. They 
have rallied around a country they do not 
live in, yet one that remains deeply embed-
ded within Jewish consciousness. Israel is no 
longer just a place. It has become a shared 
center of identity and belonging.

The surge of antisemitism has, strikingly, 
reminded us how deeply Israel represents 
Jewish peoplehood. Much of this hatred is 
directed at Jews everywhere because of per-
ceived Israeli behavior. Though unfair and 
often detached from reality, their perception 
of Israel’s actions is what fuels such intense 
hatred toward us. Jews across the world are 
treated as extensions of the state itself.

Israel has come to stand for the Jewish 
people as a whole, regardless of observance 
or ideology. This wave of antisemitism, tied 
so closely to Israel, underscores that as his-
tory advances, the state we have built has 
become the central expression of Jewish 
peoplehood. 

 Unique & New apartment for rent, Dubnov 1, 
 Talbieh, luxurious building, 270 sqm, 90 sqm
terraces, high-end finishes, 2 parking spots, storage

 Luxurious new garden apartment in Talbieh, 230 
 sqm,  150 sqm, private garden, fully furnished,
premium finishes, 5-star hotel facilities

 Renovated elegant apartment of 120 sqm,
 Rehavia/Sha'are Chessed, Sukkah balcony, 5
rooms, elevator, full of light

Tel: 054-480-4767 WA:+972-26744000  
www.real-estate- jerusalem.co. i l
deborah@realestatejerusalem.co.il

 Magnificent 300 sqm Penthouse, 200 sqm 
 terraces, private elevator, private roof garden,
panoramic views, private swimming pool, jacuzzi
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HAFTORAH BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA 
SHMIDMAN

INSIGHTS DIRECTOR,  
OU WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

When It 
Becomes 

Whole Again
SHABBAT HAGADOL - MALACHI 3:4-24

There is a pasuk from this week’s Hafto-
rah that we say every day:
ימֵֵי  לָָׁ͏ִם כִּ�ּ  וְְעָָרְְבָָה לַַה׳ מִִנְְחַַת יְְהדָָּוּה וִִירשָּׁוּ�

נִִׁים קַַדְְמֹנִִֹוֹֹּיּת  עוֹֹלָָם כְְּוּשָׁ�
Then the offerings of Judah 

and Jerusalem shall be pleas-
ing to Hashem, as in the days 
of old and former years.

At the close of Shemoneh 
Esrei, the words come quickly 
— familiar, almost automatic. But 
when we slow down, a single word 
emerges: וְְעָָרְְבָָה - a word that captures the 
vision of avodat Hashem.

We often translate וְְעָָרְְבָָה as “pleasing.” But 
as Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch explains, 
the root ערב does not simply mean pleas-
ant. It describes the bringing together of 
distinct elements into a unified whole. ערב 

is the meeting of opposites - day and night, 
light and dark—held together without los-
ing their identity. It is not sameness; it is 
harmony.

From this same root comes ערבות—the idea 
that individuals are bound to one another in 
shared responsibility. We are not separate 
parts, but interconnected pieces of a larger 
whole.

The Haftorah closes with the prayer 
that Eliyahu HaNavi will restore 

hearts: נִִּים וְְלֵֵב יב לֵֵב אָָבוֹֹת עַַל בָּ� ׁ  וְְהֵֵשִׁ�
נִִּים עַַל אֲֲבוֹֹתָָם  We ask not only בָּ�
that our avodah be accepted, 
but that it be integrated - that 
what we say and who we are 
begin to meet. When hearts 

begin to turn, when connection 
is restored, something within us 

comes back into alignment.
וְְעָָרְְבָָה…

May what we bring in our tefillah, in 
our relationships, in our lives be gathered, 
aligned, and whole, and in that wholeness, 
truly pleasant before Hashem. 

C O N T A C T  U S  N O W  !
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Advocate Tsvi Kan-Tor
Founding Partner

Leading expert in business
immigration, complex real estate

transactions,and intergenerational
wealth planning. 

Rachel Popovich
Real Estate registration Expert. 

35+ years of experience in Israeli & US
real estate registration and complex

property transfers. 

Advocate Daniel Aspiro
Head of Private Clientele Department

 Israel individual immigration
specializes in complex Aliyah, Visas,
and representations before Israeli

immigration authorities

Advocate David B. Gardner
Attorney, US & Israeli Law

certified specialist in U.S immigration
law assists with Aliyah, Israeli

residence, real estate, and
inheritance for foreign families.

United States:
Family-Based Immigration
Employment & Investment
Visas (L, E-2, EB-1, NIW)
Global Mobility Planning for
Israeli Executives

Our Private Client Services
Building your bridge to Israel 

Israel:
Aliyah & Temporary Residence (A1–A5)
Israeli Work & Investment Visas (B1–
B5)
Purchase & Sale of Real Estate
Pinui-Binui & Development Projects
Inheritance in Israel
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UPCOMING EVENTS OVERSEAS

VIRTUAL WEBINAR SERIESNBN Aliyah Fair

The NBN Aliyah Fair is going virtual! 
While we won’t be gathering in person this year, we’re bringing the fair 
directly to you through a special Aliyah Webinar Series. Join us for a lineup 
of informative sessions to learn from experts, get your questions answered, 
and take the next steps on your Aliyah journey.

Buying a Home in Israel › Sunday, April 26 | 7 PM Israel Time (12 PM EST)

Employment in Israel › Sunday, March 29 | 7 PM Israel Time (12 PM EST)

Mortgages in Israel › Sunday, May 3 | 7 PM Israel Time (12 PM EST)

Shipping to Israel › Sunday, April 12 | 7 PM Israel Time (12 PM EST)

Aliyah Flights Summer 2026 › Sunday, May 3 | 8:30 PM Israel time (1:30 PM EST)

Renting a Home in Israel › Sunday, April 19 | 7 PM Israel Time (12 PM EST)

An exclusive opportunity to advance your medical career in Israel. 
Connect with Ministry of Health officials and get hands-on support 
for every stage of your licensure process.

MEDEX NEW JERSEY

Sunday, May 31 | New Jersey

NEW
 DATE!

www.imap.org.il/event-page/medex-new-jersey

For more information: www.nbn.org.il/aliyah-fair

SPRING 
SESSIONS
Join our spring Hebrew 
learning sessions with 

Cafe Oleh!

NBN.ORG.IL/CAFE-OLEH

March-May 2026
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

Seder night is not only a time to remem-
ber Yetziat Mitzrayim; it is a night imbued 
with intrinsic spiritual power in its very 
essence. Hashem established ט״ו בניסן as 
a time that contains within it a built-in 
koach (potential) of חירות - freedom. From 
the very beginning of creation, Nissan was 
designated as a זמן המסוגל לחירות, a time 
uniquely suited for redemption. It is pre-
cisely because of that embedded spiritual 
potential that Hashem chose this moment 
to redeem Bnei Yisrael. This means that 
the night itself carries the capacity for 
transformation.

We are not merely retelling a story of the 
past, but seeking to access that very same 
koach in the present. As we relive Yetziat 
Mitzrayim, we are meant to awaken within 
ourselves the capacity for freedom that was 
implanted at that time. Each year, we are 
given the opportunity to renew our identity 
as אנשי חירות. And this process of inculcating 
the middah of חירות is not meant to remain 
with us alone; Leil HaSeder is the night of 
Mesorah, where we intentionally transmit 
these values to our children, shaping how 
they understand freedom and who they are 
meant to be.

Each of us carries our own forms of 
“slavery,” whether distractions, bad 

habits, difficult middot, or a lack of clarity 
about our direction. On this night, we are 
given the koach to break free by connect-
ing to our ancestors, who underwent the 
ultimate transformation from slavery to 
freedom under the guidance of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. 

Rav Yosef Tzvi Rimon explains that the 
opening sections of Maggid are carefully 
structured to define what it means to be 
a בן חורין. They are not just introductory—
they are foundational. They guide us step 
by step into understanding freedom. As we 
walk our children through these sections of 
the Haggadah,our role is to help them inter-
nalize these ideas in a way that is real and 
lasting.

 הא לחמא עניא – 
FREEDOM BEGINS WITH OTHERS

We begin the Seder with a surprising 
declaration: כל דכפין ייתי ויכול, כל דצריך ייתי 
 everyone is hungry, come join our - ויפסח
Seder. At first glance, this is puzzling, as 
we are inviting guests at a moment when 
no one is realistically going to walk in. Rav 
Yosef Dov Soloveitchik explains that this 
is not a practical invitation, but a powerful 
declaration. עיקרה של החירות היא השותפות עם 
 is the ability to חירות the foundation of - האחר
share with others. A slave is consumed with 

Raising בני חורין:  
The Power of Seder Night
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI 
DIRECTOR OF OU ISRAEL WOMEN’S DIVISION

survival and focused only on himself, while 
a free person has the capacity to notice oth-
ers and give.

This becomes one of the first messages 
our children absorb at the Seder table—
not only through what we say, but through 
the tone we set and the way we speak 
about others and giving. Rav Soloveitchik 
describes Yetziat Mitzrayim as the creation 
of a קהילת החסד, a community built on giv-
ing, and the Seder night as its reenactment. 
We therefore begin with a fundamental 
statement: if you want to become free, 
you must first learn to look beyond your-
self, because the ability to give is not just a 
noble trait—it is a defining feature of חירות. 

מה נשתנה – 
FREEDOM MEANS THE ABILITY TO CHANGE

We then move to the Ma Nishtana, the 
four questions that form the next stage of 
the Seder. This structure is striking, as the 
Seder is built around questioning rather 
than simple narration. While on a basic lev-
el this engages children, the Gemara teaches 
that even someone who is making the sed-
er alone must still ask these questions. This 
teaches that questioning is not a tool for 
others - it is an essential part of the process 
itself. A defining trait of a בן חורין is the abili-
ty to question, to not passively accept reality.

Even more than that, the formulation of 
the questions carries a deeper message. We 
do not simply ask what we are doing, but 
why this night is different from all others - 
 Rav Rimon .מה נשתנה הלילה הזה מכל הלילות
explains that this reflects a mindset: a free 
person believes that things can be differ-
ent. A slave cannot imagine change and 
does not dare to dream of a different reali-
ty, while a בן חורין lives with the awareness 

that change is possible, both in the world 
and within himself. 

Asking מה נשתנה is therefore a declaration 
that growth and transformation are within 
reach. This becomes a powerful message to 
give over to our children: by encouraging 
them to ask and explore, we instill within 
them the belief that they are never stuck—
that they can grow, and that their future can 
look different from their present.

עבדים היינו –
 FREEDOM IS SERVING HASHEM

We then arrive at the section of עבדים 
 היינו לפרעה במצרים… ויוציאנו ה׳ אלקינו משם
 We were slaves to Paroh in Egypt - ביד חזקה
and Hashem took us out with a strong Hand. 
Here we introduce the principle of מתחיל 
-beginning with the neg ,בגנות ומסיים בשבח
ative and concluding with the positive. This 
structure raises an important question: why 
begin by focusing on the hard times of perse-
cution? One approach, as explained by Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook, is that 
the very experience of slavery shaped us in 
a meaningful way. It cultivated within us 
the qualities of הכנעה וההשתעבדות למי שראוי  
 subservience to the One who is ,להשתעבד
worthy of being served.

These qualities, when redirected, become 
the foundation for עבודת ה. The ability to set 
aside one’s own will in order to accept עול 
-is rooted in that earlier experi מלכות שמים
ence. This reveals a deeper dimension of 
 true freedom is choosing to serve  - חירות
Hashem. One of the most important mes-
sages we transmit on this night is how to 
understand עבדות ה, not as limitation, but as 
the highest form of freedom, shaping how 
our children define what it means to live a 
meaningful life.
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AN INNER FREEDOM  
THAT CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY

We conclude with the powerful state-
ment: אילו לא הוציא הקב״ה את אבותינו 
 ממצרים… הרי אנו ובנינו ובני בנינו משועבדים
 If Hashem hadn’t take our forefathers - היינו
our of Egypt, we would still be slaves today. 
This seems difficult to understand, as it is 
hard to imagine that we would really still 
be enslaved today. The Maharal sharpens 
the question further, noting that throughout 
history we have experienced many forms of 
suffering and subjugation. What, then, did 
Yetziat Mitzrayim ultimately accomplish? 
His answer is that it fundamentally trans-
formed our essence.

  כאשר יצאנו ממצרים זכינו למדרגת החירות
 When we - והפכנו להיות בני חורין בעצמותינו 
left Egypt we merited the madreiga (level) 
of freedom and we turned into Bnei Chorin 
is our very bones. Even if we later experi-
enced external forms of oppression, our 
inner identity remained one of freedom. 
Because Hashem Himself redeemed us, He 
implanted within us a permanent identity of 
 No matter the circumstances, that .בני חורין
inner freedom can never be taken away. 
Part of our role on Seder night is helping 
our children see this not just as history, 

but as their identity—that no matter what 
they face, they carry within themselves an 
unbreakable core of חירות.

THE JOURNEY OF THE SEDER
These opening sections of Maggid are not 

simply a recounting of history, but a struc-
tured journey toward becoming bnei chorin. 
-teaches us to look beyond our הא לחמא עניא
selves and develop the capacity to give. מה 
 ,teaches us to question, to challenge נשתנה
and to believe in the possibility of change. 
 teaches us that true freedom is עבדים היינו
found in choosing to serve Hashem. Togeth-
er, they form a clear and powerful progres-
sion. This is also the journey we are meant 
to guide our children through, using the 
Seder as a once-a-year opportunity to shape 
their understanding of themselves and their 
relationship with Hashem.

On this night, each year, we are given 
access to that same koach of חירות. It is an 
opportunity to break free from whatever 
holds us back and to step into who we are 
meant to become. The Seder invites us not 
only to remember redemption, but to expe-
rience it. And ultimately, the success of the 
night is not only what we experience our-
selves, but what our children carry with 
them long after the Seder ends. 

As we prepare for Pesach, we give Maos Chitim to the poor.  
When Seder night arrives we can enjoy the special Yom Tov atmosphere 

knowing that we have provided for the  less fortunate than us. 

You can send your donations to:
The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund 

P.O.B. 18602  Jerusalem 911851  |  Tel. 02-582-3477
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

Or you can pay Hacker's Butcher Shop directly  
via credit card at Tel. 02-5819378 
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HATS CAPS SCARVES
50% SALE

SherlockS Hat Store Dorot Rishonim 3, off Ben Yehuda  • 02 563-7155

Tel.: +972.2.624.0299  | 
 
www.mortgageisrael.com

Call us for a free consultation!
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AT THE KOTEL WITH RAV KOOK,  
RAV HUTNER AND RAV SONNEFELD 

A memorable story is told of a chance 
meeting that took place during the after-
noon hours prior to Pesach, in close prox-
imity to the Kotel. 

Rav Kook ob-
served the prac-
tice each year of 
going to the Kotel 
to recite the text of 
the Korban Pesach 
(the service of the 
Pesach-offering in 
the Temple), as was 
customary in Jeru-
salem. Despite his 
many tasks on the 
busy day before 
the Seder, Rav Kook 
would pray and lin-
ger at the remnant 
of the Beit HaMik-
dash, the Kotel. 

One year, Rav Yitzchak Hutner, the young 
prodigy who attached himself to Rav Kook, 
accompanied his mentor, Rav Kook, on his 
way home from the Kotel. They encountered 
Rav Chaim Sonnenfeld, the spiritual leader of 
the Hungarian separatists. Rav Kook hastened 

to wish his eminent colleague Chag Sameach. 
Rav Sonnenfeld returned the greeting and 
added, “I bless you that I will see you here 
next year with your bare feet immersed in 
blood.” (He meant that since Rav Kook was 

a Kohen, he should 
merit to officiate the 
Pesach-offering, of 
which the Talmud 
says, “It is a compli-
ment to the descen-
dant of Aharon that 
they walk in blood 
up to their knees.” 
[Pesachim 65b]). 
(Celebration of the 
Soul, Neriyah, p. 146)

We see from the 
above anecdote 
that the practice of 
many of the pious 
people of Jerusalem 
was to make their 
way to the Old City 

and pray at the Kotel at precisely the aus-
picious time when the Pesach-sacrifice was 
offered when the Beit Hamikdash stood.
THE CUSTOM TO RECITE KORBAN PESACH
The distinguished author and sage Rav 

Eliyahu Kitov, in his classic work on the laws 

Erev Pesach at the Kotel: 
Participating in An Age-Old Minhag

Invitation
Rav Kook observed the age-old 
minhag of reciting the text of the 
Korban Pesach on the eve of 
Pesach at the Kotel.

In this spirit, please join me at the Kotel on 
Wednesday, April 1, Erev Pesach at 1:15 pm  

for a Mincha minyan followed by the  
reading of the Korban Pesach. 

We will conclude at approximately 1:45 pm. 
Men and Women are invited.  

We will meet in the back, next to the mechitza be"H. 

Wishing you Chag Kasher v'Sameach!
We will gather only if we are allowed  
according to the safety regulations.
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of the Festivals and monthly practices, writes 
about this time-honored custom: “After Min-
chah on Erev Pesach it is the custom to read 
about the sacrifice of the Pesach lamb. We 
read the relevant verses from the Torah, the 
Nevi’im and Ketuvim and also a description 
of the sacrifice as it was actually performed 
in the Beit HaMikdash. This recital is in 
accordance with the verse, ‘We will give the 
offering of our lips in place of the bullocks.’ 
We yearn to fulfill the mitzvah of the Pesach 
sacrifice as we were commanded, in the holy 
place and in the company of the pilgrims.  
But as we have not been found worthy to do 
so, we bring the offering of our lips instead…
and we read those chapters which tell us of 
the Pesach offering and its special mitzvot.” 
(The Book of Our Heritage, vol. 2, p. 220)

The recitation of the text that describes 
bringing the Korban Pesach serves as a beau-
tiful supplication to Hashem in which a Jew 
expresses the longing to once again bring the 
Pesach offering in our own day. It’s a prayer 
that also expresses a yearning to usher in a 
time of peace and harmony for Israel and 
all the nations. The classic Siddur of Rabbi 
Yaakov Emden, from the middle 1700’s, 
cites the custom to recite the Korban Pesach 
and includes the text to be recited. (Cited in 
HaSeder HaAruch, Weingarten, vol. 3, p. 48)

The illustrious sage of Jerusalem, Rav 
Yechiel Michel Tucazinsky (1871-1955), well 
known for compiling the annual Luach Eretz 
Yisrael calendar which delineates the yearly 
practices and customs to be observed each 
Shabbat and Festival, specifies this minhag to 
recite the text of the Pesach Sacrifice on Erev 
Pesach. (Luach Eretz Yisrael, 5786, p. 61)

It is noteworthy that this minhag is high-
lighted in many Haggadot. For example, 

Rav Reuven Sasson, a prominent Rabbinic 
leader in Israel today with an extensive fol-
lowing, in his recently published Haggadah 
(Be’Ohr Panecha) includes an introductory 
teaching to reciting the Pesach-offering to be 
contemplated while one recites the text of 
the Pesach-offering (See Haggadah Be’Ohr 
Paneach, Sasson, p. 121-122)

IN SIGHT OF THE MAKOM HAMIKDASH  
ON EREV PESACH

There is special significance to reciting 
the passage of the Korban Pesach in the 
presence of the Kotel, in close proximity to 
the Temple Mount. Reciting this prayer spe-
cifically at the Kotel is a custom that dates 
back generations (HaSeder HaAruch, p. 48).

In Temple times the nation as a whole 
would gather on the afternoon of Pesach, 
from all over the country, to offer their 
‘Paschal-lamb’ which would begin their 
celebration of the Festival of Freedom in 
Yerushalayim.

This year, our prayers for redemption, at 
this auspicious moment in Israel’s history, 
have profound meaning as our people face 
an extremely tense time and are engaged 
in battle. May our special prayers on Erev 
Pesach and throughout Pesach bring added 
strength in our efforts to obliterate evil and 
spread light and goodness to all humankind. 

L’shana Haba B’Yerushalyim Habenuya! 
Next Year, In a Rebuilt Jerusalem, with the 
Beit Hamikdash.

May our tefillot be heard in Shamayim. 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent 
OU Press Publication, “Torah United” 
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered 
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at 
aarong@ouisrael.org  at a special price 
for Torah Tidbits readers.
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Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM

• STYLE & COMFORT
• MANY COLORS & DESIGNS
• STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS
• FAST DELIVERY

Foldees.co.il  |  058-707-8181

FOLDING CHAIRSFOLDING CHAIRS

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.angelrealty.co.il 

For Sale in Efrat 
Zayit: 4 room apt. Stunning 
view. Elevator. 2,790,000 NIS 
Zayit: 3 room apt. next to the 
mall. 1,935,000 NIS 
Zayit: 6 room duplex apt. large 
balcony. 153 m 3,180,000 NIS 
Dekel: 5 room 150m, huge 50m 

M2.5 (no elevator) floor rd, 3balcony 
Dagan: Beautiful 5 room apt.  
Succah balcony  3.690.000 NIS 
Dekel: 7 room, 170m cottage 
with a 250m yard 4.500.000 NIS 
Te'ena: 6 room apt. 3.290.000 M 
For Sale in Kfar Eldad 
Land for building –1,840,000 NIS 
Gabi- 0524588716  

  



https://IsraelBehindTheNews.com/donations/

US/CANADA TAX DEDUCTIBLE

HAS UNRWA
INDOCTRINATION
STOPPED?
Since UNRWA news coverage 
stopped, you would think that to 
be the case. 

However, we hired a Gaza crew to film current
UNRWA schools in Gaza, now operating under
US auspices.

Footage shows: same incitement, same
teachers, same textbooks and same theme
drilled into the UNRWA youngsters: 
Right of Return By Force of Arms. 

Funds needed to produce our newest film:
“RENEWED UNRWA WAR ON THE JEWS.”
Filmed on location. 

Link to earlier UNRWA investigative movies: cfnepr.com/205640/Movies

Jerusalem Capital Studios | Suite 700 • 206 Jaffa Rd
Jerusalem 9438302 Israel

Tel/Whatsapp: 0587222661 From outside Israel. 972-587222661
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From the Virtual Desk of the

OU VEBBE REBBE
Rav Daniel Mann

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
RAV DANIEL MANN

לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

Kittel at  
the Seder

Question: I am a recent ba’al teshuva. One 
of the practices I have not set my minhag for 
is whether to wear a kittel at the Seder. Can 
you help me understand the minhag and 
decide whether to adopt it?

Answer: Wearing a kittel is associated, for 
Ashkenazim, with four very different events. 

Historically, the first is burial (the details 
of overlap between shrouds and one’s own 
kittel differ according to communal minhag). 
In this context, part of the minhag relates to 
it being inexpensive material (Moed Katan 
27b). The cleanliness/purity element of pure 
white and its connection to the kohanim’s 
service may also be involved (see Gesher 
Hachaim I:10). 

Next, conceptually and historically, is Yom 
Kippur. The Rama (Orach Chayim 610:4) 
reports the minhag of wearing a kittel and 
attributes it to being reminiscent of angels 
and because its association with burial 
encourages feeling the need to “humble one’s 
heart.”

From these solemn moments, we pivot to 
joyous settings. Ashkenazi chatanim wear 
a kittel at the chupa. Some connect this to 

cognizance of one’s death and the need for 
teshuva at this crucial/serious, albeit joyous, 
moment (see Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 147:4). 
Others connect it to Yom Kippur’s optimistic 
side, as they are both days of forgiveness; 
some mention the hope that the couple are 
being joined until death (see Nitei Gavriel, 
Nisuin 15).

The Seder-kittel connection is not found 
in classical Rishonim and Shulchan Aruch/
Rama, but early Acharonim were familiar 
with it. The Magen Avraham (472:2) and 
Taz (472:3, who implies that some but not 
all followed the minhag) disagree whether 
a mourner should wear a kittel at the Seder. 
The Magen Avraham assumes that the rea-
son is to rein in a possibly over-joyous Seder 
participant and reasons that the mourner 
does not require further dampening of the 
spirit. The Taz considers the possibility that 
the kittel is to enhance the festive atmo-
sphere, which would be reason for a mourn-
er to avoid increasing already sufficient fes-
tivity. However, the Taz prefers the approach 
that it is to dampen festivity but adopts the 
opposite philosophical approach from the 
Magen Avraham. He suggests that it is prop-
er for the mourner to indeed wear the kittel 
and thereby ensure appropriate somberness.

Rav Soloveitchik is cited (Batei Yosef, Hag-
gada p. 90) as giving two additional reasons 
to wear a kittel at the Seder, both supplying 
positives. One (invoking the Netziv) focuses 
on a special element of the Seder. We put 
ourselves in the mind frame of those who 
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Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by  
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare 
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad. 
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English  

or Hebrew contact: 
Eretz Hemdah–Gazit 

Rabbinical Court 
077-215-8-215 • Fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

are eating the Korban Pesach as a central 
part of the celebration, and a white cloak was 
the type of honorable clothes worn while eat-
ing a korban. Another reason, in his father’s 
name, is that it is one more surprising thing 
to stimulate a child’s curiosity. 

The different approaches to the minhag 
have advantages and disadvantages. It is 
surprising that with the many mandated 
Talmudic practices to increase festivity (e.g., 
four cups of wine, reclining), a late minhag 
would come to subdue festivity! We do have 
a concept of the fast of Behab, after Pesach 
and Sukkot, out of concern that festiveness 
might have led to sin (Shulchan Aruch, OC 
272:1; Mishna Berura ad loc. 1). However, we 
wait until after Nisan and Tishrei, respective-
ly. On the other hand, the Magen Avraham’s 
reason connects the minhag more naturally 
to the other usages of the kittel. Those who 
do not follow the minhag can be comforted 
if they find the reasons for this relatively late 
and not critical minhag not along lines they 
relate to. 

In your case, if you follow Ashkenazi 

minhag¸ you may feel free to choose your 
preference on whether to wear a kittel at 
the Seder, or experiment with how you 
like it (with a stipulation that it is bli ned-
er). There are also various minhagim as 
to whether it is done only by the one who 
leads the Seder, or by all married males, 
which is also a matter with little compelling 
logic either way. Technical, psychological, 
philosophical, and sociological (e.g., your 
peer group’s practice) factors may play a 
role in your decision. 
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PORTION FROM THE PORTION
RAKEL BERENBAUM
TORAH TIDBITS CONTRIBUTOR
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Between Life 
And Death

Our parsha begins with God telling 
Moshe to tell Aharon’s descendents, the 
Kohanim, that they are prohibited from 
becoming tamei – impure. They must not 
participate  in the burial of most dead peo-
ple “lnefesh lo itama b’amav” (21:1). 

We all know that dealing with the dead 
is a very important mitzvah of chesed so 
much so that the person who is occupied 
in burying the dead is exempt from other 
mitzvoth even from wearing tefillin, saying 
Shema and davening. It is one of the ways 
that we follow in the footsteps of God and 
do the mitzvah of  ‘Vhalchta bdrachav” 
(Dvarim 28). So it seems strange that the 
Kohanim would be prohibited from such 
an important mitzvah.

One reason is that the Kohanim need 
to remain pure so that they can do their 
important work in the Mishkan or Tem-
ple. Coming in contact with the dead 
would make them impure and then they 
wouldn’t be able to enter the Holy places 
and wouldn’t be able to do their work – so 
when there are other people who could 
bury the dead person it is best if they do 
it. 

The Oznaim LTorah brings another rea-
son. He says it is important for people to 

care for the dead and to go to the home of 
a mourner because all mortals will die one 
day and that way we can remind ourselves 
of our end and improve our behavior. He 
says that the Kohanim don’t need this 
reminder because they are always living 
in the shadow of death. Their job puts 
them on the tight wire between life and 
death every day since they work in the 
presence of God. If they come to the Holy 
areas to do their work in inappropriate 
ways, ( such as drunk, impure, without 
their special garments, without washing 
their hands and feet…)  the punishment is 
death. This we saw with the death of the 
two son’s of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, 
“b’kirvatam lfnei Hashem” (10:1). They live 
with a constant threat of death so they are 
more apt to be careful with their behavior.

Yet there are a few exceptions to this 
prohibition, when the Kohanim are actu-
ally obligated to deal with the burial of a 
dead person, such as for the very close rel-
atives that are listed in verses 21:1-3 and 
for a dead person who has no one else to 
bury them. There are times in everyone’s 
life, even the Kohen’s, when they are con-
fronted with death and they must rise to 
those occasions as well. The Rambam 
learns from these verses the general mitzva 
for all Jews, not just kohanim, of aveilut - 
mourning. The Torah does not want us to 
ignore tragedies that may befall us. Crying 
and mourning are normal stages when 

I love pop-up books! To turn the page and 
see objects jump up at you and come to life. 
It’s like magic! My friend Leora just bought 
me a beautiful pop-up book, “America the 
Beautiful”, by the famous paper engineer, 
Robert Sabuda.  One of the pop-ups is of the  
Statue of Liberty standing tall, welcoming 
those searching for freedom.

For years I worked as a Gerontologist 
at Melabev with people with dementia. 
During Corona I took a class on innova-
tion. The teacher, Adam Bismut, H”yd gave 
us an exercise that returned me to many 
things I always liked but neglected such as 
art, and engineering. I decided to combine 
these and make a pop-up Haggada, since 
I also love the Haggada. After three years 
of working with my daughter we have just 
come out with a DIY pop-up Haggada kit, 
dedicated to the memory of my teacher 
Adam Bismut hy”d, who was killed in Aza 

( haggada.zaza@gmail.com). It’s three 
things in one:  a step-by-step activity 
before Pesach to learn how to make a pop-
up book, a fun way to learn the Haggada,  
and a  Haggada to actually use at the seder 
proudly and excitedly. 

The other day we led a workshop in a 
bomb shelter for 25 kids to make the Hag-
gada.  I started the workshop by showing 
them the “America the Beautiful” pop-up 
book,  so they could get that  “wow” expe-
rience of the pop-ups coming to life. I said “ 
This is a pop-up about the U.S., but we will 
be making a pop-up about us, the people of 
Israel. The Haggada is our book of freedom, 
about the Jewish people’s history, starting 
with Abraham and continuing through you 
to all future generations.”

 We sit together in our homes, around 
the family table, and follow the order of the 
“seder”.  As Rabbi Sacks wrote in his Hagga-
da  “The seder night reflects the order that 
binds us to other Jews throughout the world 
and in previous generations. At the same 
time, the seder leaves room for spontaneity. 
No two seder nights are the same. Ideally, 
each family, each year, adds new insights 
as we  reflect on our birth as a people and 
relate it to the present.”  

This year the present seems like we are 
really a scene out of the Haggada “Bchol dor 
vador omdim aleinu lchaloteinu-  in every 

Our Very Own Haggada

28 minutes of tachlis
TIPS FOR OLIM

olimpaveway.com/all-eventsRegister:
@olimpaveway

SUNDAYS
Weekly Webinar 

9 pm Israel/2 pm EDT
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single generation people rise up to destroy 
us. “ On one hand it is scary, with so many 
rockets being shot at us, but on the other 
hand we can’t help but see and feel all the 
miracles around us. We have so much to be 
thankful for “ Hakadosh Baruch hu mazele-
nu myadam - The Holy One, Blessed be He, 
saves us from their hands.

And I believe, that just like the magic 
of pop-ups, that one second is just lying 
flat, and in a split second, when the page 
is turned, they come to life, God can turn 
things around and redeem us in a split sec-
ond.  Let’s all be ready.

Besides loving pop-ups, and Passover, and 
haggadot – my favorite food is matza balls. 
Here is the recipe I use almost every week. 
If you wake me up in the middle of the night 
– like Iran has been doing lately – I would 
be able to tell you the recipe. And to quote 
my mother-in-law, to Paroah we said “ Let 
my people go” to Iran we must say “ Let my 
people sleep”. Chag Sameach Vkasher .

MATZA BALLS
•	 1 cup matza meal
•	 1/2 c oil
•	 1 tsp salt
•	 3 eggs

Mix together ingredients. Chill the batter. 
Drop the balls into boiling water.  Serve with 
your soup. 
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EMPOWER LIVES WITH YESH EZRA! 
 Director: Menachem Persoff
 Website

www.yeshezra.org
Bank Transfer
Mercantile (17), Branch 642, 
A/C 79747843  
(Call Sara with ID for tax break)

Checks
Yesh Ezra, POB 31476,  
Romema, Jerusalem 
Credit Card
Sara: 
058-530-9161
(Sun - Wed.: 10:30-14:00)
Donate with:
*Tax benefit available for  
donations according to section  
46a of the Israeli tax code

THIS WEEK:  
“IN THE LAST 10 MINUTES,  

WE GOT 3 MESSAGES!”

‘I have no money to feed the kids!’ ‘I am sick 
in bed. The restaurant giving me food just 

closed down!’ ‘I need help to make Pesach!’

Dear TT Readers 
YOUR DONATION CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Kimcha DePischa 
Please help us reach our Pesach Target 

NIS 25,000  
(50 Festival ‘Food Packages’ at NIS 500 each)

INQUIRIES: Menachem Persoff  - 050-570-1067 |  menpmp@gmail.com
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Machon Puah for Fertility and 
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

RABBI GIDEON WEITZMAN

The  
Siren’s Wail

The sirens that shook the skies on the 
morning of Shabbat Zachor, as we were 
reading about our eternal war with Ama-
lek, and those who want to kill us, affected 
all of our lives in Israel, and Jews all over 
the world. Many of us, or our children, 
were called up, again, to fight against our 
deadly enemies. Many plans were can-
celed and changed. After months of war 
we are accustomed to wedding plans that 
have to change, to flights that are canceled, 
to schools that are closed and the lessons 
shift to Zoom. We are almost used to these 
changes and they have become a part of 
our plans; we will go on holiday, unless 
there is another war, the wedding will be 
in a specific hall on such a date, unless mis-
siles are falling, and many other tentative 
plans, on condition that things will be nor-
mal. At least, the new normal that we have 
become familiar with.

This reality is extremely complex for cou-
ples undergoing fertility treatment. Treat-
ments follow their own schedule, that we 
are not always able to control, and timing is 
essential and inflexible. But as the situation 
becomes more dangerous hospitals have to 
adapt and limit the non-essential medical 
treatment.

From Shabbat Zachor, almost immediate-
ly the fertility units either closed or severe-
ly limited treatment. This can be justified, 
since the hospital does not want to take 
responsibility for staff and patients, if it is 
not a medical emergency.

But for the couple undergoing treatment 
this can be disastrous; a woman is in the 
middle of a hormonal treatment cycle, a 
couple have been waiting for an appoint-
ment with a specialist for months, or a sur-
gery is scheduled.

This is even more acute for a couple who 
are a little older, since fertility decreases 
with age. For such a couple each month is 
critical and they may not have the luxury 
of delaying the treatment until the country 
settles down.  

The fertility units made commendable 
efforts to accommodate couples, but they 
did have to restrict treatments, limiting it 
only to couples who were in the middle 
of treatment, or were of a certain age. 
At PUAH we spent a lot of time assisting 
couples and offering alternatives when 
possible.

Another problem was that some of the 
fertility units, especially the smaller ones, 
were uncomfortable permitting the halach-
ic supervisor to attend the treatment and 
suggested that couples undergo treatment 
without halachic observation. This present-
ed a unique challenge to PUAH and many 
couples.

More on this next time. 
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MONBAZ ST

4 rooms | 115 sqm | Parking | Balcony | Fully accessible
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Well designed interior with unbeatable views, in a central location
walking distance from the best Jerusalem has to offer.

Contact  us :  +972 54-872-0470 |  shmuly@capi t i l .com

License no.  3231805
Photos  by  Michael  E renburg

₪6 ,450,000
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Living B’chol 
Dor VaDor

Every year at the Seder we say the famil-
iar words from the Haggadah:

B’chol dor v’dor chayav adam…
“In every generation a person is 

obligated…”
Most of us hear these words as a personal 

instruction. Each of us must see ourselves 
within the Exodus.

But grandparents sitting at the Seder table 
often experience something deeper. They 
are able to see b’chol dor v’dor unfolding 
before their eyes.

Around many Seder tables sit three gen-
erations. Grandparents who remember the 
Sedarim of their childhood, parents creating 

Sedarim for their own families, and chil-
dren just beginning to ask the Four Ques-
tions. In that moment, the story of Pesach is 
not only being told. It is being carried across 
generations.

In recent years I often hear parents and 
grandparents ask a thoughtful question: 
“How can I make Pesach more interest-
ing and meaningful for my children and 
grandchildren?”

Usually the answers offered are creative 
activities. A new game. A craft project. A 
dramatic retelling of the Exodus. A new 
commentary on the Haggadah. An exciting 
trip.

These ideas can be wonderful, but by 
the time children reach the third or fourth 
grade, they have already experienced 
many of them. Teachers, youth leaders, 
and parents have worked hard to bring the 
story of Yetziat Mitzrayim to life. Children 
have acted out the Exodus, read it, studied 
it, and perhaps even folded origami frogs. 
Most families have also experienced beau-
tiful Pesach programs or memorable Chol 
HaMoed outings.

In many ways, today’s children encounter 
more creative Pesach programming by the 
age of ten than many adults experience in 
their entire lifetime.

And yet the most powerful element of the 
Seder is often the simplest, and the one most 
easily overlooked.

Memory.
In the Maggid section of the Seder, just 

RABBANIT SHARONA HASSAN
GUEST DVAR TORAH
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after Rabban Gamliel teaches that we must 
discuss the meaning of Pesach, matzah, and 
maror, we encounter the phrase b’chol dor 
v’dor chayav adam. Whether we follow the 
version of the text that says a person must 
see themselves (lirot) as if they left Egypt, 
or the Rambam’s version that one must 
demonstrate (leharot) this experience, the 
message is the same: every generation must 
actively connect itself to the story.

Grandparents possess something unique 
in fulfilling this commandment. They are 
the ones at the table who carry living mem-
ories of earlier generations.

They remember what the Seder looked 
like when they were children. They remem-
ber how their parents and grandparents 
told the story. They remember the melodies 
that filled the room, the family customs that 
shaped the evening, and the stories that were 
shared from one generation to the next.

Children and grandchildren know their 
own generation well. They know what they 
learn in school, what they read in their Hag-
gadot, and what they experience in their 
homes.

But only grandparents can open a win-
dow into the generations that came before. 
Now is the opportunity to incorporate a dif-
ferent type of Four Questions, including but 
not limited to questions like:
•	 What was Pesach like in your child-

hood home?
•	 What did your grandparents share 

about the Sedarim of their youth?
•	 What did your childhood seder sound 

like, with different languages, melo-
dies and accents?

•	 What traditions did they hold onto, 
even when circumstances were 

difficult?
These memories are not side conver-

sations. They are the living fulfillment of 
b’chol dor v’dor.

When a grandparent shares the Sedarim 
of earlier generations, the story of Yetziat 
Mitzrayim stops being a distant historical 
narrative. It becomes a living chain. Chil-
dren begin to understand that the story they 
are hearing is the same story their grand-
parents heard, and their great-grandparents 
before them.

Suddenly the Haggadah’s words become 
visible around the table.

The generation that remembers.
The generation that teaches.
The generation that asks.
And the story continues.
Pesach does not become meaningful only 

through creative activities or clever inno-
vations. It becomes meaningful when each 
generation recognizes its place within the 
unfolding story of the Jewish people.

For grandparents, that role is especially 
powerful. They are the bridge between the 
memories of the past and the curiosity of 
the future.

And when they share those memories 
with love and joy, they transform the Sed-
er table into exactly what the Haggadah 
describes.

B’chol dor v’dor.
In every generation, the story lives again. 

Rabbanit Sharona Hassan is a master educator 
who has worked for over twenty years in Jewish day 
schools, camps, synagogues, and major communal 
initiatives. She is the founder of Grand Plan, where she 
explores the role of grandparents as partners in Jewish 
continuity through her podcast Connecting Jewish 
Grandparents, weekly Torah insights, and workshops 
for families. Learn more at grandplan.kit.com. 

GUEST DVAR TORAH
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The question (Chaim asks):
I’m going through resumes for my can-

didate, and Baruch Hashem there are a 
LOT of women who could be great for him. 
What’s the best way to sift through and find 
the most compatible one?

Aleeza answers:
The first thing I would tell you is: stop 

trying to find “the most compatible.” That 
mindset creates paralysis. Instead, look for 
strong alignment in the areas that actually 
sustain a marriage.

Start with three categories:
1. CORE VALUES

Do they want the same kind of home? 
Similar religious direction? Similar pri-
orities around family, growth, and life-
style? Differences in hobbies don’t break 

marriages. Differences in values do.
2. EMOTIONAL TONE

Does her personality complement his 
from what you can tell? If he’s intense, can 
she ground him? If he’s quieter, does she 
bring warmth? You’re looking for a dynam-
ic that feels balanced, not dramatic.
3. LIFE VISION AND PACE

Are they moving in a similar direction? 
Similar ambition level? Similar expectations 
about roles, finances, and community?

Sometimes you may not be able to discern 
these things from first glance but a conver-
sation with their ambassador can provide 
more clarity. 

All is being equal if you still aren’t sure 
then I would choose based on location and 
who it is and can get on a first date easily. 

I see shadchanim and ambassadors get 
stuck trying to optimize. “But maybe some-
one slightly taller… slightly more outgoing… 
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slightly more financially stable.” At some 
point we need to say, I found someone rel-
evant and make a suggestion. Real compat-
ibility shows up in communication, in how 
they handle differences, in whether there’s 
ease and respect.

If it’s a match, we will find out soon 
enough if it’s not you have other options to 
pursue.

And remember: your job isn’t to predict 
the marriage. Your job is to identify who 
deserves a first conversation.

We’re not looking for the “best resume.” 
We’re looking for someone he can build 
a bayit ne’eman with steady, respectful, 
aligned, and growing in a similar direction.

And that can’t be measured in bullet 
points.

May you choose wisely and get him to a 
first date, then let him decide who is the one. 

Blessings, 
Aleeza 
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Believing 
in Our Own 

Potential 
I was not a good student when I was 

young and, quite honestly, school was tor-
turous for me. Every year I would imagine 
things being different. This year I would be 
organized. This year I would do my home-
work. This year I would not zone out in 
class.  And then the year would begin…and I 
would revert right back to those frustrating 
behaviors.  I was stuck.  

Until 11th grade when I was assigned a 
history teacher (Mrs. Velasco!) who treated 
me differently. It was like she saw my poten-
tial and determined that she would enable it 
to blossom.  And she did. 

Chazal tell us that a person cannot free 
themselves from prison. Some outside help 
is needed.  Prison can take many forms, but 
the very worst form of imprisonment is 
when you believe that nothing can change.  
That you are doomed to the same old habits 
and patterns forever.

In Mrs. Velasco’s eyes I was capable of 
so much more than I thought I was.  She 
expected big things from me and somehow 
(seemingly miraculously!) by tapping into 
her vision, I was able to break out of the 
cycle of limitation I had fallen into.

Her belief in me enabled me to believe in 
myself.

This is what happened for Am Yisrael at 
Yetzias Mitzrayim. 

The word “Mitzrayim” is related to 
the word “meitzarim,” limitations, and 
imprisonment.  

The Midrash tells us that when Hashem 
saved Bnei Yisrael at the Yam Suf, the angels 
were astonished. They pointed out that Bnei 
Yisrael looked and behaved the same as the 
Egyptians.  Why should they merit to be 
saved while the Egyptians were drowning?

Hashem answers that Bnei Yisrael are the 
children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov 
and that they are destined to receive the 
Torah on Har Sinai.  In other words, we 
were different because Hashem saw us dif-
ferently and chose us.

Rebbe Simcha Bunim of Peshischa com-
ments that the hearts of the Jews were 
affected by this Heavenly confrontation.  
When the accusing angels were disparaging 
Bnei Yisrael it had a real-time effect on the 
Jews and they cried out in fear and panic.  
ה  רָָאֵֵל אֶֶת־עֵֵינֵֵיהֶֶם וְְהִִנֵּ�ֵ אּוּ בְְנֵֵי־יִִ�שְְׂ �שְְׂ פַַּוּרְְעֹהֹ הִִקְְרִִיב וַַיִּ�ִ
רָָאֵֵל  צְְעֲֲקּוּ בְְנֵֵי־יִִ�שְְׂ ירְְאּוּ מְְאֹדֹ וַַיִּ�ִ מִִצְְרַַיִִם נֹסֵֵֹעַַ אַַחֲֲרֵֵיהֶֶם וַַיִּ�ִ

אֶֶל־ה’׃
“As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites 

caught sight of the Egyptians advancing 
upon them. Greatly frightened, the Israelites 
cried out to G-D.”

Why would Hashem choose to save them? 
In our own eyes we were so lacking.  We 
were so stuck in the slave mentality that we 
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couldn’t see our potential.
But when HaKadosh Baruch Hu argued 

on our behalf, Bnei Yisrael’s hearts were 
lifted in real time and they began to believe 
in themselves.  As the Torah says:

ד מִִצְְרָָיִִם  רָָאֵֵל מִִיַּ�ַ וֹֹּיּם הַַהּוּא אֶֶת־יִִ�שְְׂ ע ה’ בַּ�ַ ַ וַַוֹֹּיּשַׁ�
Thus Hashem delivered Israel that day 

from the Egyptians 
That moment transformed us.  It gave us 

an identity as Hashem’s Chosen Nation, a 
nation that would change the world. That 
moment itself was the salvation.

On that first Pesach, Hashem broke us out 
of jail.  His love and belief in us are for all 
time.  Every Pesach, when we retell the sto-
ry, we infuse ourselves with the knowledge 
of Hashem’s belief in us.  And, with this 
awareness, the potential for growth breaks 
all boundaries.  

May Hashem bless us to believe in His 
belief in us.  To know that we are the Nation 
of light, truth and Geulah and to tap into the 
story and mitzvos of Pesach as the vehicle of 
living in that energy.

Chag Kasher v’Sameach! 
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Thanksgiving
This is the law of the… peace offer-

ing… if he shall offer it as a thanksgiving 
offering… (7:11-12).

The Gemara (Berachot 54b) brings the 
following tradition, based on Psalm 107:

Four categories of people should bring 
a thanksgiving offering: those who sur-
vived a sea journey, those who survived 
a journey in the desert, someone who 
recovered from a dangerous illness, 
and someone who survived dangerous 
imprisonment.

The text, as explained by the Gemara 
(Menachot 77b) states that the animal 
brought as a thanksgiving offering (todah) 
was accompanied by 40 loaves, ten of each 
of the four varieties mentioned in the text. 
Half the todah’s flour was used to prepare 
the 30 unleavened loaves (matzot), which 
included oil. The rest of the flour made up 

the 10 leavened loaves (chametz), which 
did not include oil. R. Samson Raphael 
Hirsch explains that the chametz is a sym-
bol of growth and unrestrained freedom. 
The matzot represent food, and the oil 
suggests well-being – two essentials for 
living. So the combination of chametz and 
matza in a todah shows that the person has 
emerged from the constricting danger to 
unrestricted life (chametz), but at the same 
time he has recognized that he owes every-
thing – his food and well-being – to G-d, 
and he rededicates himself to Him (matza).

The Gemara seems to imply that this kor-
ban todah, a private korban shelamim, is 
voluntary. G-d does not force a redemption 
ransom on those He helped. As the passuk 
tells us: “If he shall offer it as a peace offer-
ing”. If he volunteers to bring, as the right 
thing to do to bring. Not that he must bring.

Yet these offerings do add up to quite a 
lot. First, a whole bull, a whole sheep, or a 
whole goat. Secondly, 40 units of bread of 
different varieties. Other offerings, such as 
the olah, and asham, do provide for those 
of limited means to take part - allowing 
the much less costly birds or even grain 
in place of whole animals. Not the korban 
todah, though. That is the same for every-
one. Quite expensive.

Possibly, this might serve to teach an 
important lesson. That is to avoid having 
memories that are too short. Imagine 
being stuck in the blazing hot desert where 
you are so thirsty that nothing, nothing 

NACHI REALTY  054-461-3943
In a finished brand new building on  
Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms 
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking 
and Shabbat Elevator, 2 room - 2.09m NIS; large 
86m 3 room - 3.17m NIS and 4 rooms - 3.79m NIS
Great opportunity to buy in a new building 
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot
2-5 rooms, great payment terms and prices 
start at just 2.39m NIS
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matters, except a glass of water which at 
that moment can not be obtained. So much 
so, that you can think of nothing else. I’d 
give everything I have just for a drop of 
water. Now, think about being in a storm 
at sea, flat on your back sea-sick badly 
enough that you want to throw yourself 
overboard and end it all. And when in high 
fever and every breath is a struggle for sur-
vival. And when taken captive as in Gaza 
and you desperately yearn for freedom… 
and can’t think of anything else. Nothing 
else matters.

The miracle happened. Somehow or 
other the person came out alive. But under 
the immediate pressures of day-to-day rou-
tines, the incredible survival occupies less 
and less of the mind. One doesn’t forget of 
course; it makes a good story. But feelings 
of gratitude, of hakarat hatov tend to move 
to the background.

Yet short memories do not alter the 
reality of having been saved, of G-d’s 
intervention on one’s behalf. That feeling 
of gratitude must stay. That is why there 
is equality in the offering; rich and poor 
bring the same things. The Torah stresses 
that all people are equal, in that He cre-
ated everyone in His image. The fact that 
the person was of limited means does not 
reduce the greatness of what G-d did for 
him, nor undermine the desperation and 
single mindedness for the one thing only 
that matters: “Get me out of this!” The poor 
person in his extreme suffering would 
have done what it takes to procure that 
offering if it promised deliverance. Now 
that deliverance occurred, let him strive 
hard to obtain what it takes and thus in the 
process connect himself to such a degree 

with his unbelievable salvation that hakar-
at hatov becomes part of his daily cogni-
tion, his daily operating system. And the 
rich person so delivered can see the poor 
person bringing the same offering and 
reflect that his formerly desperate position 
in the eyes of G-d is the same as the poor 
person’s. 
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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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The Daily 
Portion

PARASHAT TZAV: THE VIRTUE OF ALACRITY
In Parashat Tzav, this week’s Torah por-

tion, even before we enter the details of the
offerings, one word stands out: tzav. 

“Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Com-
mand Aharon

and his sons, saying...” Generations of 
commentators pause over this word, tzav, 
and ask:

Why does the verse not simply say 
“instruct”? Why not just “say”?

Rashi explains: “Tzav is an expres-
sion of urgency, for now and for future 
generations.”

There is a message here for Aharon the 
Kohen, and in fact for everyone who would 
follow him, throughout the generations: 
respond with urgency. Embrace every spir-
itual task without delay. Many commenta-
tors develop from here an entire discussion 
about zerizut—spiritual eagerness and 
readiness—as the foundation of all mean-
ingful action. In Mesillat Yesharim, for 
example, zerizut appears as one of the first 
stages in a person’s inner spiritual growth.

Here is just one paragraph from there on 
the importance of this quality:

“You will see that human nature is very 
heavy, for physicality is coarse. Therefore, 

a person is not naturally drawn to effort 
and labor. One who wishes to merit the 
service of the Creator, blessed be He, must 
overcome his own nature, strengthen him-
self, and act with alacrity. For if he aban-
dons himself to his own heaviness, he will 
certainly not succeed.”

PURE PESACH
I would like to send the following mes-

sage from Israel to the Jewish world:
When we are trying to cope with so 

many challenges, how can we possibly get 
ready for Pesach? How do we prepare for 
Seder night which will be arriving in two 
weeks and two days? (no stress).

This week I heard an excellent way of 
thinking about Pesach this year. It will be 
Pesach distilled to its essence - focused, 
authentic, and fulfilling.

It’s worth focusing on Pesach’s main 
points, studying the mitzvot of the holiday, 
and learning what halacha requires from 
us regarding the removal of chametz. Of 
course, we should also try to support oth-
ers - financially or emotionally - with their 
own Pesach preparations, but without tak-
ing on other projects that aren’t essential 
in our current circumstances. This is not 
the time for unnecessary expenses or to 
add more stress to a daily routine that is 
stressful already.

But we shouldn’t think of this as a miser-
able Pesach, one that we are forced to keep 
under trying circumstances. We aren’t just 
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בס"ד

dealing with a worldwide epidemic as we 
were six years ago during Corona (Covid). 
This time it’s a Jewish story - about our 
identity, our essence, and our faith. We 
aren’t facing a virus that originated in Chi-
na and then spread throughout the world, 
but an evil enemy who has been waking 
up every morning for decades intent on 
destroying us.

Think about all the hostages who have 
returned from captivity and will eat 
matzah - the bread of liberation - as free 
men. Think of the pilots who succeeded 
in eliminating those who “in each gener-
ation rise up against us to destroy us” sit-
ting down at their Seder tables. This year 
Pesach will be a direct continuation of the 
story of the Haggadah - the story of the exo-
dus from Egypt. While our physical circum-
stances will be challenging, our spiritual 
Pesach will be on a completely new level. 
Pesach this year might be more modest 
than usual, but it will also be much more 
meaningful.

May we have an authentic, meaningful, 
kosher and happy Pesach. 
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What War Means for Israel’s 
Working Class

בס״ד

Since the first sirens on the Shabbos 
before Purim, Rivka has run to the 
shelter day and night. But the missiles 
are not the only thing on her mind.

The restaurant where she works has 
been closed since the attacks began. 
Like many workers across Israel, Rivka 
will likely receive only half a paycheck 
this month and no tips — barely enough 
to cover rent. And Pesach is coming.

“Please,” Rivka said when she called 
Yad Ezra V’Shulamit, “we just need 
food for Pesach… at least for the 
Seder.”

Across Israel, businesses have closed, 
shifts have been cancelled, and 
salaries reduced. Thousands of 
families are now facing Pesach without 
the income they depend on.

At Yad Ezra V’Shulamit, the phones 
have been ringing constantly as more 
families ask for help putting food on 
the Seder table. Every year more than 
300,000 people rely on Yad Ezra 
V’Shulamit, but now, 5,000 additional 
food baskets have already been 
requested for Pesach.

Yad Ezra V’Shulamit Pesach baskets 
include all of the holiday essentials — 
matzah, chicken for Yom Tov, grape 
juice, potatoes, fruits, and vegetables — 
so that Jewish families in need can 
celebrate the holiday of freedom with 
dignity.

Help make sure the sirens don’t stop 
the Seder. 
Visit yadezra.net/pesach26bTT to feed 
families in need across Israel for 
Pesach.
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