
28 TORAH TIDBITS 1654 / TZAV

PROBING THE PROPHETS
BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

before the meal is known as Hallel HaM-
itzri,” the Egyptian Hallel, and we end that 
pre-meal section with the verses that refer 
to Egypt and our release from slavery.

In contrast, the post-meal Seder practices 
and recitations rely heavily upon our vision 
of the future redemption. It is during this 
time, therefore, that we drink the fourth 
cup of wine, a cup that is meant to open 
the Hagada’s section of our prayers for the 
geula to come. It is at this point that we ask 
Hashem to punish those who deny His exis-
tence and who oppress His people, as we 
open the door for Eliyahu HaNavi. 

It is significant that we welcome into our 
home the future harbinger of the messian-
ic era (as related to us by the navi Malachi 
in the haftarah we read on this Shabbat 
HaGadol), for his arrival creates a fitting 
introduction for our prayers for the com-
ing Ge’ulah. . We continue the recitation of 
Hallel HaMitzri by completing its final part, 
the part that makes no mention of Egypt or 
our enslavement. We then praise Hashem 
with the Hallel HaGadol, the great Hallel as 
praise for G-d for our future geula. It is no 
wonder then that, as we conclude this final 
section, we pray that Hashem will bring 
us, redeemed, to Tziyon in song, and we 
declare: “L’shana Haba’ah Berushalyim.”

Our haftarah does not, at first glance, 
reflect the joy of redemption. In fact, much 
of the selection is filled with Malachi’s criti-
cism of the nation, including a litany of their 
sins and misdeeds over the years. It would 

Celebrating 
the Future

Over these many years, I have always 
understood this week’s haftarah selection 
from the final chapter in the book of the 
final navi, Malachi, to be based upon the 
vision of a future redemption. We should be 
aware of the fact that the holiday of Pesach 
is meant to be more than just a reminder 
of past events and even more than a reen-
actment of those events. The Yom Tov is, 
after all, Chag HaGeula, a celebration of our 
redemption and, therefore, is also meant 
to celebrate our not-yet-realized future 
redemption. 

In fact, the order of Seder reflects this 
very idea. The practices we follow and the 
text we recite before the Seder meal are 
all based upon our past redemption from 
Egypt. The bitter maror that brings to mind 
the bitter slavery in Egypt, the salt water 
representing the tears of suffering and 
the charoset symbolizing the mortar used 
for the brick, all relate back to our slave 
experience. 

Likewise, the recitation of “Avadim Hay-
inu” and “Met’chila Ovdei Avoda Zarah” 
fulfill Talmud’s insistence of beginning the 
Magid section with “g’nut”, the shame we 
suffered during our Egyptian enslavement. 
Even the Hallel that we begin reciting 
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appear that only the final psukim, with their 
mention of the arrival of Eliya(hu) HaNavi, 
make a direct connection to the future for 
which we yearn.

I believe, however, that one verse in the 
middle of our haftarah reflects a crucial 
pre-Pesach message that reverberated 
over the years to our oppressed nation and 
speaks to us today as well. “Ki Ani Hash-
em-lo shaniti”-“For I, Hashem, have not 
changed,” I am as I was; I am still a righ-
teous judge Who demands obedience and 
One who will punish the evildoers. And 
yet, “V’atem bnei Ya’akov lo chlitem,”-“You, 
descendants of Jacob, have not perished,” 
despite the sins the navi detailed, despite 
your failure to live up to standards set by 
the Torah and despite that you have been 
punished by G-d for those misdeeds….you 
are still here. The eternity of G-d and the 
eternity of Israel, remain. 

Years ago, when Jews sat down to their 
Seder reeling from edicts, attacks and mur-
ders, they had little to celebrate and little 
reason to believe in a future redemption. 
And so, on Shabbat HaGadol they read these 
words of Malachi. You have sinned, Hashem 
does punish and yet, you’re still here. Your 
Geula is guaranteed as is your national sur-
vival. And so, we remember our suffering 
in Egypt and beyond - but we can still cry 
out: “L’shana Haba’ah Berushalyim.” Not as 
a prayer nor as a dream, but as a confident 
proclamation.

Next year we WILL be in Yerushalayim, 
rebuilt and renewed!. 
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HAR HOMA , JERUSALEM

₪3,850,000

2.5 bedrooms | 1st floor | approx. 95 sqm
Spacious garden apartment, like new, 3.5 rooms, large

bright living area. Huge wraparound garden with pergola
and fruit trees, close to shops, transport and synagogues

FOR
SALE

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com 
www.noamhomes.com

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A 
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Who is responsible for repairs in the property—the
landlord or the tenant?

Today, if there is a detailed lease, follow what’s written in the contract. If not, follow
local custom and the law.
As summarized by the Aruch HaShulchan: repairs that don’t require professional
skill are the tenant’s responsibility, while professional repairs are the landlord’s. Local
custom determines the details, and the tenant cannot deduct repair costs from rent.
However, if the tenant caused damage through negligence beyond normal use, they
are liable. Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700
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ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪3,500,000

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1  floorst

Rooftop duplex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views. Bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy

access. Potential to add 2 bedrooms.
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3,300,000

3 bedrooms | 80 sqm | Ground floor 
Fully renovated apartement, AC , safe room , 

Minutes from Mahane Yehuda Market and the city center.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

HaMoshava offers 32 luxury
private villas in Efrat’s most

exclusive neighborhood. Each
home features premium

amenities like private pools,
elevators, and smart systems.
The project is ideally located

near Jerusalem, central
shopping, and top schools. 

TEENA, EFRAT

Estimated costs: ₪5.45M

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪5,900,000

5 bedrooms | 3.5 baths | 216 sqm
Luxurious garden duplex, modern, bright, elegant, located

near the pool, gym, and Shirat David Synagogue

FOR
SALE

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪2,650,000

2.5 Bedrooms |  80 sqm | Ground Floor
Ground-floor apartment  with Mamad, kitchen, A/C,

storage, parking, large Sukkah balcony, vineyard views,
central Efrat near shops, parks, and pool.

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪7,450,000

5 units | 105 sqm | 180 sqm private garden
Renovated garden apartment  with private yard. Rented

₪20,000/month, generating strong monthly returns.

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM
2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

₪4,850,000

1 Bedrooms | 41 sqm |  Balcony
Bright, quiet, 3 air exposures, balcony, view of Sacher Park.

Private entrance (9 steps). Ideal for living or investment.

NACHLAOT , JERUSALEM

₪2,200,000


