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International 
Bible Quiz 
Champions 
Speak

Much excitement has surrounded Emu-
nah Cohen and Neta Lax, the two fresh 
winners of the annual International Bible 
Quiz. Yesterday I interviewed them and 
heard their story.

It turns out that they studied long hours 
together and were confident they would 
be the leading competitors. "We planned 
on winning together," Emunah revealed. 
"We thought both of us would answer every 
question correctly so that we would both be 
champions, tied for first place. 

But in the end Emunah won. "They made 
a big deal about our big hug after I lost," Neta 
said. "But it was the easiest thing to share in 
her happiness. Besides, we were just relieved 
that the competition was finally over."

In the course of the entire contest, Emunah 
made only one error. "I knew the answer to 
the question: 'When did King David cry for 

the first time?' Yet I simply forgot it. I thought 
afterwards that HaShem caused me to forget 
the answer in order to remind me that I do 
not know everything, that I am human and 
not perfect."

"The more you learn," Neta said, "the easier 
it gets. When you learn a lot of Tanach (Bible) 
you simply see how everything connects 
to your life. I truly felt that what I learned 
accompanied me wherever I went. It made 
my heart feel good."

In closing, Neta declared: "The two of us 
will continue to study the Tanach. There 
were parts of the Tanach that were not in the 
material covered by the quiz, and it's import-
ant for us to learn them too."

And Emunah had this recommendation: 
"Study the Bible for 5 minutes every day. 
Not for school, not for the Bible quiz, but just 
for how much fun it will be." 

Sivan Rahav-Meir is a media personality and 
lecturer. Married to Yedidya, the mother of 
five. Lives in Jerusalem, and formerly served 
as the World Mizrachi Shlicha to North Amer-
ica. Sivan lectures in Israel and overseas 
about the media, Judaism, Zionism and new 
media. She was voted by Globes newspaper 
as most popular female media personality in 
Israel and by the Jerusalem Post as one of the 
50 most influential Jews in the world.
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PARASHAT TZAV: THE VIRTUE OF ALACRITY
In Parashat Tzav, this week’s Torah por-

tion, even before we enter the details of the
offerings, one word stands out: tzav. 

“Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Com-
mand Aharon

and his sons, saying...” Generations of 
commentators pause over this word, tzav, 
and ask:

Why does the verse not simply say 
“instruct”? Why not just “say”?

Rashi explains: “Tzav is an expres-
sion of urgency, for now and for future 
generations.”

There is a message here for Aharon the 
Kohen, and in fact for everyone who would 
follow him, throughout the generations: 
respond with urgency. Embrace every spir-
itual task without delay. Many commenta-
tors develop from here an entire discussion 
about zerizut—spiritual eagerness and 
readiness—as the foundation of all mean-
ingful action. In Mesillat Yesharim, for 
example, zerizut appears as one of the first 
stages in a person’s inner spiritual growth.

Here is just one paragraph from there on 
the importance of this quality:

“You will see that human nature is very 
heavy, for physicality is coarse. Therefore, 

a person is not naturally drawn to effort 
and labor. One who wishes to merit the 
service of the Creator, blessed be He, must 
overcome his own nature, strengthen him-
self, and act with alacrity. For if he aban-
dons himself to his own heaviness, he will 
certainly not succeed.”

PURE PESACH
I would like to send the following mes-

sage from Israel to the Jewish world:
When we are trying to cope with so 

many challenges, how can we possibly get 
ready for Pesach? How do we prepare for 
Seder night which will be arriving in two 
weeks and two days? (no stress).

This week I heard an excellent way of 
thinking about Pesach this year. It will be 
Pesach distilled to its essence - focused, 
authentic, and fulfilling.

It’s worth focusing on Pesach’s main 
points, studying the mitzvot of the holiday, 
and learning what halacha requires from 
us regarding the removal of chametz. Of 
course, we should also try to support oth-
ers - financially or emotionally - with their 
own Pesach preparations, but without tak-
ing on other projects that aren’t essential 
in our current circumstances. This is not 
the time for unnecessary expenses or to 
add more stress to a daily routine that is 
stressful already.

But we shouldn’t think of this as a miser-
able Pesach, one that we are forced to keep 
under trying circumstances. We aren’t just 
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dealing with a worldwide epidemic as we 
were six years ago during Corona (Covid). 
This time it’s a Jewish story - about our 
identity, our essence, and our faith. We 
aren’t facing a virus that originated in Chi-
na and then spread throughout the world, 
but an evil enemy who has been waking 
up every morning for decades intent on 
destroying us.

Think about all the hostages who have 
returned from captivity and will eat 
matzah - the bread of liberation - as free 
men. Think of the pilots who succeeded 
in eliminating those who “in each gener-
ation rise up against us to destroy us” sit-
ting down at their Seder tables. This year 
Pesach will be a direct continuation of the 
story of the Haggadah - the story of the exo-
dus from Egypt. While our physical circum-
stances will be challenging, our spiritual 
Pesach will be on a completely new level. 
Pesach this year might be more modest 
than usual, but it will also be much more 
meaningful.

May we have an authentic, meaningful, 
kosher and happy Pesach. 
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    JERUSALEM
Harav Kook St.
2 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Sukkah balcony
Low floor
Green views
₪5,200,000
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Harakevet St.
Duplex
3 bedrooms
2 large sukkah
balconies 
Brand New
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5 bedrooms
6 units in building 
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Large apartment
3 bedrooms
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New building
4 bedrooms
Full sea views
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