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PROBING THE PROPHETS
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FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

some 2600 years ago, but the truth of its mes-
sage pre-dated the Greek storyteller by 1,000 
years at Har Sinai. There, Hashem charged 
the entire nation to be a “Mamlechet Ko-
hanim”, a kingdom of ministers [of G-d] and 
a holy nation, and, therefore, may not even 
approach the holy mountain due to its sanc-
tity. The very act of approaching a source of 
sanctity suggests an improper closeness and 
inappropriate familiarity with kedusha. Un-
fortunately, such behavior inevitably leads 
to the diminishing of one’s reverence toward 
Hashem.

It is for this reason that sanctity demands 
reverence and, therefore, kedusha requires 
separation. And this was the challenge that 
the Israelite nation of the prophetic era  failed 
to meet ….and the challenge that he Jewish 
community in our own time must face. 

It was this failure that Yishayahu con-
demns in our haftarah.

When we carefully read through the haftar-
ah, we find that the first eight p’sukim [43: 21-
28] are filled with the condemnation of Israel 
for their failure to show the proper respect to 
Hashem and His worship. G-d reminds Yisha-
yahu of how He had to punish the earlier gen-
erations for their sins –having to defile, “pro-
fane” even those “officers” who were to serve 
G-d [“Va’achalel sarei kodesh”]!  

The bulk of the prophet’s message, however, 

With the opening of Sefer VaYikra, we are 
introduced to the world of korbanot. In it, the 
Torah depicts, details and delineates the prop-
er procedures to be observed when involved 
in the sacrificial ritual. This first parasha of 
Sefer VaYikra includes the proper practices 
to be followed for a range of offerings, in-
cluding: the diverse types of Olot, the variety 
of Menachot, the assorted kinds of Sh’lamim, 
the different sorts of Chatot and various array 
of Ashamot. The following parasha of Tzav 
depicts more practices that must be carried 
out when sacrificing to Hashem, including 
the specific tasks of the Kohanim, the choice 
of the sanctified utensils and where and how 
the sacrifice is to be taking place.

Given the litany of laws and practices of 
the korbanot that fill these parshot, it is more 
than curious to find that the haftarot of each 
portion do not focus on sacrifices at all. In-
stead, both readings speak of Israel’s corrup-
tion of the ritual service [Yishayahu 44: 9-17] 
and how inconsequential it really is!!! [Yirmi-
yahu 7: 21-22]

I would submit, therefore, that the words 
of our nevi’im are, indeed, targeted at the im-
portance of the korbanot – but they do so by 
revealing what the essence of divine worship 
must be. 

The popular quotation “familiarity breeds 
contempt” dates back to the fabulist, Aesop, 

The Importance  
(Or Not) of Korbanot
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is found in the 23 verses of perek 44. There, 
the navi details the various ways that the peo-
ple (even the Kohanim) had desecrated the rit-
ual service to the point of deifying the pagan 
gods and worshipping them! Yishayahu im-
plies that the nation’s disregard of Hashem’s 
overwhelming power and abilities, leading 
them to equate Him with other “gods”, was 
due to their loss of the reverence, respect and 
awe of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

Indeed, Kedusha DOES require separation 
and distance, whether if refers to the need of 
keeping a respectful relationship with a par-
ent, a teacher or a scholar. Sadly, I believe it is 
this “challenge of the ages” that we fail to meet 
in today’s world. 

Furthermore, I do not see this failure as be-
ing limited to our behavior toward individuals 
alone but it also demands us to consider how 
we regard our treatment of Yeshivot, of Batei 
Midrash and, most commonly, of Batei Knes-
set. Should we not reflect on the propriety of 
entering a shul for tefilla with a cup of coffee 
in hand to drink? Do find it acceptable to de-
part the sanctuary while our litter remains 
on the floor? And, can we not complete our 
(unnecessary) conversations after  the conclu-
sion of tefilla?  

Yes, we can create develop an atmosphere 
of sanctity in our lives, but only when we dis-
tance ourselves from the mundane during 
those precious moments of holiness. Simply, 
we will better cherish the consecrated in our 
lives when separating the holy from the pro-
fane. The ancient prophets demanded this to 
their generation.

And, I submit, they were speaking to us, as 
well. 

FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪4,800,000

7 bedrooms | 223 sqm
Bright family cottage with garden and attic.

Prime central Efrat location near parks and schools.

FOR
SALE

ELAZAR, GUSH ETZION

₪9,200,000

8 Bedrooms | 464 sqm | Ground level 
Spacious villa with 2 income units, large living areas,
Mamad, and master suite. Impressive spaces, private
garden – perfect for family or high-yield investment!

FOR
SALE

HAR HOMA , JERUSALEM

₪3,850,000

2.5 bedrooms | 1st floor | approx. 95 sqm
Spacious garden apartment, like new, 3.5 rooms, large

bright living area. Huge wraparound garden with pergola
and fruit trees, close to shops, transport and synagogues

FOR
SALE

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com 
www.noamhomes.com

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A 
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Is a landlord allowed to raise the rent in the middle of a
rental period?

In the middle of a signed lease term — no.
 When the lease term ends, the landlord may do so, if he explicitly
states it before the lease is renewed.

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM

₪4,700,000

3 Bedrooms | 90 sqm | 1st floor
Exclusive apt with 3 balconies, 3 exposures, 

used as clinic, full floor.

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪3,500,000

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1  floorst

Rooftop duplex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views. Bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy

access. Potential to add 2 bedrooms.

FOR
SALE

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

₪2,290,000

2 rooms| 45 sqm | 1st Floor
Charming 2-room, , 4 sqm balcony, AC, elevator, quiet

street, modern kitchen.

FOR
SALE

GIVAT MORDECHAI, JERUSALEM

₪3,690,000

 3 bedrooms | 98 sqm | Balcony
Like-new apartment in Lev Ha’Ir, Givat Mordechai —

central, quiet, and bright with an inner courtyard balcony.

MORADOT HAZAYIT, EFRAT

Estimated cost:  ₪ 1,990,000

Discover Solomon Ridge —
upscale living in the heart of

Zayit, Efrat. Spacious
apartments, breathtaking

views.

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with
parking and sukkah balcony.

FOR
SALE

₪12,600,000

Private house | 8 Units | 214 sqm | 3.5 levels
138 sqm private lot,  ~30 sqm sukkah terrace, open �view

to Sacher Park , 30,000 nis/month rental income.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM

.(בבא מציעא דף קא, שו"ע ורמ"א חו"מ סימן שיב סעיף ט, ובש"ך וסמ"ע שם)




