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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה ועזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

A long drama had taken place. Moses had 
led the people from slavery to the beginning 
of the road to freedom. The people them-
selves had witnessed God at Mount Sinai, the 
only time in all history when an entire peo-
ple became the recipients of revelation. Then 
came the disappearance of Moses for his 
long sojourn at the top of the mountain, an 
absence which led to the Israelites’ greatest 
collective sin, the making of the Golden Calf. 
Moses returned to the mountain to plead for 
forgiveness, which was granted.

Its symbol was the second set of Tablets. 
Now life must begin again. A shattered peo-
ple must be rebuilt. How does Moses pro-
ceed? The verse with which the sedra begins 
contains the clue:

Moses assembled the whole Israelite com-
munity and said to them: “These are the things 
God has commanded you to do.” (Shemot 35:1)

The verb vayakhel – which gives the sedra its 
name – is crucial to an understanding of the 
task in which Moses is engaged. At its simplest 
level it serves as a motiv-word, recalling a pre-
vious verse. In this case the verse is obvious:

When the people saw that Moses was so 
long in coming down from the mountain, they 
assembled around Aaron and said, “Come, 
make us gods who will go before us.” (Shem-
ot 32:1)

Moses’ act is what the kabbalists called a tik-
kun: a restoration, a making-good-again, the 
redemption of a past misdemeanour. Just as 
the sin was committed by the people acting 
as a kahal or kehillah, so atonement was to 
be achieved by their again acting as a kehil-
lah, this time by making a home for the Di-
vine presence as they earlier sought to make a 
substitute for it. Moses orchestrates the people 
for good, as they had once been assembled for 
bad (The difference lies not only in the pur-
pose but in the form of the verb, from passive 
in the case of the Calf to active in the case of 
Moses. Passivity allows bad things to happen 
– “Wherever it says ‘and it came to pass’ it is 
a sign of impending tragedy”. (Megillah 10b) 
Proactivity is the defeat of tragedy:
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Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

Opportunity to buy stand alone house in BAKA 
Over 500 sqm.  
Call me for more information.

GERMAN COLONY,  
Opportunity to buy an 
apartment in an historic 
house.  
First floor, 4 meter ceilings, 
200 sqm on one floor for full 
rennovation. 

Price: 11,000,000 NIS

Luxury project in the GER-
MAN COLONY: 128 sqm apt, 
with a 13 sqm sukka terrace. 
Shabbat elevator, under-
ground parking and storage.  
Completion 3 years. 
Price 10,100,000 NIS

Gorgeous resale in the 
Theatron Residences.  
150 sqm on one floor with 
open sukkah terrace and 
magnificent views. Sold 
fully furnished including 
appliances. 2 parking 
spots and storage.

Call for more information.

In SAN SIMON.  
Fabulous apartment with 
a stunning view. 153.4 sqm. 
Three bedrooms and 2.5 
bathrooms Two elevators.  
One underground parking 
spot and storage room. 
Price 7,500,000 NIS

“Wherever it says, ‘And there will be’ is a 
sign of impending joy.” (Bamidbar Rabbah 13)

At a deeper level, though, the opening verse 
of the sedra alerts us to the nature of commu-
nity in Judaism.

In classical Hebrew there are three dif-
ferent words for community:  edah, tzib-
bur and kehillah, and they signify different 
kinds of association.

Edah comes from the word ed, meaning 
“witness.” The verb ya’ad carries the meaning 
of “to appoint, fix, assign, destine, set apart, 
designate or determine.” The modern He-
brew noun te’udah means “certificate, docu-
ment, attestation, aim, object, purpose or mis-
sion.” The people who constitute an edah have 
a strong sense of collective identity. They have 
witnessed the same things. They are bent on 
the same purpose. The Jewish people become 
an edah – a community of shared faith – only 
on receiving the first command:

“Tell the whole community of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month each man is to 
take a lamb for his family, one for each house-
hold”. (Shemot 12:3)

An edah can be a gathering for bad as well 
as good. The Israelites, on hearing the report 
of the spies, lose heart and say they want to re-
turn to Egypt. Throughout, they are referred 
to as the edah (as in “How long will this wick-
ed community grumble against Me?” Bam-
idbar 14:27). The people agitated by Korach 
in his rebellion against Moses and Aaron’s 
authority is likewise called an edah (“If one 
man sins, will You be angry with the whole 
community? Bamidbar 16:22). Nowadays the 
word is generally used for an ethnic or reli-
gious subgroup. An edah is a community of 
the like-minded. The word emphasises strong 
identity. It is a group whose members have 
much in common.
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By contrast the word tzibbur – it belongs 
to Mishnaic rather than biblical Hebrew – 
comes from the root tz-b-r meaning “to heap” 
or “pile up”. (Bereishit 41:49) To understand 
the concept of tzibbur, think of a group of peo-
ple praying at the Kotel. They may not know 
each other. They may never meet again. But 
for the moment, they happen to be ten peo-
ple in the same place at the same time, and 
thus constitute a quorum for prayer. A tzib-
bur is a community in the minimalist sense, 
a mere aggregate, formed by numbers rath-
er than any sense of identity. A tzibbur is a 
group whose members may have nothing in 
common except that, at a certain point, they 
find themselves together and thus constitute 
a “public” for prayer or any other command 
which requires a minyan.

A kehillah is different from the other two 
kinds of community. Its members are differ-
ent from one another. In that sense it is like 
a tzibbur. But they are orchestrated togeth-
er for a collective undertaking – one that in-
volves in making a distinctive contribution. 
The danger of a kehillah is that it can become 
a mass, a rabble, a crowd.

That is the meaning of the phrase in which 
Moses, descending the mountain, sees the 
people dancing around the Calf:

Moses saw that the people were running 
wild, and that Aaron had let them get out of 
control and so become a laughing-stock to 
their enemies. (Shemot 32:25)

The beauty of a kehillah, however, is that 
when it is driven by constructive purpose, 
it gathers together the distinct and separate 
contributions of many individuals, so that 
each can say, “I helped to make this.” That is 
why, assembling the people on this occasion, 
Moses emphasises that each has something 
different to give: Take from what you have, 

an offering to God. Everyone who is willing 
to bring to God an offering of gold, silver and 
bronze...All you who are skilled among you 
are to come and make everything the Lord 
has commanded...

Moses was able to turn the kehillah with its 
diversity into an edah with its singleness of 
purpose, while preserving the diversity of the 
gifts they brought to God:

Then the whole Israelite community with-
drew from Moses’ presence, and everyone 
who was willing and whose heart moved him 
came and brought an offering to God for the 
work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its ser-
vice, and for the sacred garments. All who 
were willing – men and women – came and 
brought gold jewellery of all kinds: brooches, 
earrings, rings and ornaments . . . Everyone 
who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn . . . Those 
presenting an offering of silver or bronze . . 
. Every skilled woman spun with her hands 
and brought what she had spun . . . The lead-
ers brought onyx stones and other gems . . . 
All the Israelite men and women who were 
willing brought to God freewill offerings for 
all the work God, through Moses, had com-
manded them to do. (Shemot 35:20-29)

The greatness of the Tabernacle was that it 
was a collective achievement – one in which 
not everyone did the same thing. Each gave a 
different thing. Each contribution was valued – 
and therefore each participant felt valued. Vay-
akhel – Moses’ ability to forge out of the dissolu-
tion of the people a new and genuine kehillah – 
was one of his greatest achievements.

Many years later, Moses, according to the 
Sages, returned to the theme. Knowing that 
his career as a leader was drawing to an end, 
he prayed to God to appoint a successor: “May 
God, Lord of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a 
person over the community.” (Bamidbar 
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

A rare boutique residence on
Maavar HaMitla 4, in the
heart of Ramat Eshkol.

Featuring high-end design,
luxury finishes, open living
spaces, and an exclusive

community feel — a unique
opportunity for refined living

in Jerusalem

FOR
SALE

DEKEL, EFRAT

₪4,800,000

7 bedrooms | 223 sqm
Bright family cottage with garden and attic.

Prime central Efrat location near parks and schools.

FOR
SALE

ELAZAR, GUSH ETZION

₪9,200,000

8 Bedrooms | 464 sqm | Ground level 
Spacious villa with 2 income units, large living areas,
Mamad, and master suite. Impressive spaces, private
garden – perfect for family or high-yield investment!

RAMAT ESHKOL, JERUSALEM
New Project

FOR
SALE

HAR HOMA , JERUSALEM

₪3,850,000

2.5 bedrooms | 1st floor | approx. 95 sqm
Spacious garden apartment, like new, 3.5 rooms, large

bright living area. Huge wraparound garden with pergola
and fruit trees, close to shops, transport and synagogues

FOR
SALE

+972 52-587-8788
office@noamhomes.com 
www.noamhomes.com

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A 
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Do you need to disclose every defect in a property to
the buyer? And what is considered a material defect?

 You must disclose to the buyer any defect that the seller
believes the buyer would want to know about, or even might
want to know about.

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

FOR
SALE

RECHAVIA, JERUSALEM

₪4,700,000

3 Bedrooms | 90 sqm | 1st floor
Exclusive apt with 3 balconies, 3 exposures, 

used as clinic, full floor.

(ערוה"ש חו"מ סימן רכח סעיף ג והלאה, סמ"ע סימן רכז סכ"ט ד"ה כגון, ובפת"ש שם בשם רמב"ן)

FOR
SALE

NACHALAT ACHIM, JERUSALEM

₪7,450,000

5 units |  105 sqm | Ground floor out of 3 | 105 sqm
Renovated garden apartment  with private yard. Five income

units, fully rented, generating strong monthly returns.

FOR
SALE

RAMOT , JERUSALEM

₪12,000,000

 9 bedrooms | 4 floors | 409 sqm plot
Spacious villa in a quiet setting, with approved building

rights up to 350 sqm, bright open spaces, private garden
 Pool, balconies, modern kitchen, 3 min from Ramot Mall

ZAYIT , EFRAT

₪3,500,000

4 bedrooms | 150 sqm | 1  floorst

Rooftop duplex on a quiet street with terrace and open
views. Bright with 3 exposures, Mamad, storage, easy

access. Potential to add 2 bedrooms.

RECHAVIA , JERUSALEM
2 bedrooms | 2.5 floors | 75 sqm

Rare 3-room apartment in Rehavia near Shaarei Chesed.
Bright, private, renovated, 2 sukkah balconies,

FOR
SALE

₪4,850,000

27:16) Rashi, following the Sages, explains 
the unusual phrase “Lord of the spirits of all 
flesh” as follows:

He said to Him: Lord of the universe, the 
character of each person is revealed and 
known to You – and You know that each is dif-
ferent. Therefore appoint for them a leader 
who is able to bear with each person as his or 
her temperament requires. (Rashi on Bamid-
bar 27:16)

To preserve the diversity of a tzibbur with 
the unity of purpose of an edah – that is the 
challenge of kehillah-formation, communi-
ty-building, itself the greatest task of a great 
leader. 


