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When setting out to return to the troubled encampment, the epicenter of the golden calf sin,
Moshe is told: \ny nnw D TN 7
“Go forth, descend.” Why the need of the obvious redundancy- “go forth” would have sufficed
without the additional “descend”?
Rashi tells us that the word “descend” was a command to Moshe to diminish his “own” level of
personal greatness. Moshe, humbly assumed the posture of a leader whose discouraged and
alienated people require his time and attention in their basic challenges and struggles in faith.
“Descend from your own lofty heights of perfection in order to deal with the corruption that
besets your people. The personal pronoun stressed “your nation”, is meant to remind Moshe of
his true duty, to remain firmly attached to the people in his charge, always. He must turn back,
pick up the pieces and restore their unswerving loyalty to G-d’s Torah.
The Meshech Chochmah (Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen from Dvinsk 1843-1926) adds that this
was a call to Moshe to descend and embark on introspection and self-examination which would
enable Moshe to identify fully with the sinful Israelites and to understand the nature of their sin
to begin rehabilitating the nation. - Shabbat Shalom
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OU ISR
ABERMAN@OUISRAEL.ORG

In my house growing up, there was a mag-
net on the refrigerator that read, “If I knew
grandchildren were so great, I would have
had them first.” It’s a funny joke, but I never
fully understood the depth of that sentiment
until recently. Last week, I had the tremen-
dous privilege to attend an event that brought
together two cherished memories and turned
out to be one of the most emotional experienc-
es 've had in a long time.

My grandson Binyamin, who is in first grade,
received his first siddur at a beautiful school
ceremony. So many positive memories came
back to me from when I first received my own
siddur in first grade. I was learning at RJJ in
Staten Island, New York, and my teacher was
Rabbi Pollack. Rabbi Pollack taught first grade
for over six decades, and to this day I remem-
ber him as a remarkable teacher. He made
sure to decorate the classroom with Hebrew
words, and he encouraged all of us to learn the
language so we could understand the siddur
and Chumash we were going to study.

I can clearly remember the siddur we

In loving memory of

Rabbi Yakov Chaim Hilsenrath =1
S YN 9”2 0N 2Py’ 2990
on his 12" yahrzeit - 9778 ™

Deeply missed by his children
Chaya & Azriel Heuman
Baruch & Sima Hilsenrath
Rochelle & Phil Goldschmiedt
Aviva & Michael Rappaport
grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
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received, a Siddur Shilo. You don’t see these
around anymore; apparently, it was first
printed before the Holocaust, and went
through many editions since then. Anyway, I
held onto this siddur so dearly, until it start-
ed coming apart just from sheer daily use, at
which point we put it in the genizah.

At the ceremony, I had another memory,
not as far back. I remember taking my chil-
dren to their siddur parties when they learned
at the Talmud Torah HaNachala in Har Nof.
The head rabbi of the school, Rav Shmuel
Katz, would speak and uplift the children,
while Rav Mordechai Eliyahu, zecher tzadik
kadosh livracha, the former Chief Rabbi of Is-
rael and my personal rabbi, would be the one
giving out the siddurim to the first graders. It
was always so inspiring to see our children
receiving their siddur from the rabbi, tak-
ing pictures, so happy and proud to get their
first siddur. Every parent there treasured the
moment and knew that their child would be
taking this siddur and would be sitting next
to them in shul and would be praying from it
for many years to come, together with their
siblings. But the thought of one day doing this
for a grandchild felt very distant at the time.

What made last week’s event even more
special was the fact that my grandson Binyam-
in is now learning in the exact same school
that I attended when we moved to the great-
er Yerushalayim area: Beit Sefer Noam Kiry-
at Moshe. Noam Kiryat Moshe is where I met
many of my friends, people I am still close
with to this day. Some of them became rab-
bis and teachers, and even taught some of my



own children. Others became accountants,
lawyers, and professionals in many fields.
Whenever we meet, it is a real pleasure.

Standing at my grand-
son’s siddur party, watching
him do the movements for
the play, all dressed up with
the crown and the vest and
everything to make the mo-
ment as beautiful as possi-
ble, was truly something.
The way in which the school
gives a siddur to a child, with
his class Rav up there smil-
ing, holding his hand, pre-
senting him with the siddur
with such love, together with
the principal and the other
teachers all enjoying an up-
lifting moment, was so
incredibly executed. -
The older grades came g
up to sing as the choir
for the evening, includ-
ing my nephew Yo-
sef Tuvia, who got up
there to sing knowing
that his cousin’s son,
Binyamin, was receiv-
ing his siddur. It was a
very emotional moment for me.

But what stood out more than anything
was the way the children spoke about their
siddurim. They were all talking about the
fact that Mincha was the last tefillah they had
to pray without a siddur, and that now they
would have their own. Of course, nobody ev-
er stopped them from going to the shelves and
taking a siddur to daven from. But now they
have a siddur that is theirs, one that they feel
personally connected to.

-

‘")M HAATZMA
7MSICALTEF

T Vaavar/Nor Haliks_

Whenever I think of my own Siddur Shilo, I
have such positive feelings. It might not have
been the most beautiful siddur in the world.
It might not have been the
most updated edition or the
most comfortable to hold.
But the reality is that, that
siddur will always have a
warm place in my heart.
And seeing my grandson
Binyamin receive a siddur
from his school, one that is
so well put together, clear
to the eye, the right size and
colors, I know it will inspire
him to connect so much
better to his siddur and to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Whenever I come to visit
Binyamin in school,
whether to talk to
his class about my
Aliyah story or for
the school events,
he always makes
sure to point out
to his teachers that
his grandfather’s
picture, his Zayde’s
picture, is hang-
ing up on the wall as part of the eighth grade

n‘!
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Forever in our hearts
Myl nyyy

»v RYIT NI IPONX
Elyse Gelfand ~y

On her yahrzeit — 978 v

Gelfand, Samber,
and Saban families

OU ISRAELS5



graduating class of Noam Kiryat Moshe. He is
extremely proud to be learning in the same
school that his Zayde attended.

I'join my wife, my son, and my daughter-in-
law in prayer that b’ezrat Hashem Binyamin
should always daven from his heart and that
his tefillot will go straight to the Ribbono shel
Olam. May Hashem always shine him with
blessings. May he and his siblings have suc-
cessful lives, giving their parents endless Yid-
dishe nachas. May he take pride in the school
where he is learning, and in the fact that at
ayoung age he had a truly meaningful and
emotional day together with his Zayde and
his family. May that moment, b’ezrat Hashem,
symbolize the beginning of a long life of heart-
felt davening, deep connection with HaKadosh
Baruch Hu, and may his tefillot, together with
those of his classmates and siblings, help
bring Mashiach speedily in our days.

As Purim celebrations come to an end and
we start preparing for Pesach and the special
days that follow it, ’'m thinking a lot about
continuity, how Jewish life is built one mo-
ment at a time, in families and in communi-
ties. In our homes, we begin the careful work
of getting ready for Pesach, clearing space and
preparing for a renewed beginning. And at
OU Israel, in these weeks, I am sitting with my
incredible team working on a number of OU
Israel flagship events that take place on Yom
HaAtzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim. While

In loving memory of

Jack (Yaakov) Singer 271

on his yahrzeit - March 2"

May the Torah learning
in this issue be w1 n>yY

From his daughter - Judith Lipman

we are deep in the planning stages, working
closely with the Jerusalem Municipality and
our different partners coordinating the ma-
ny details that allow a moment of tefillah to
feel worthy of the day, I keep coming back to
what these gatherings are really about. Yom
HaAtzmaut in Yerushalayim is our collective
pause to say thank you for the miracle of Jew-
ish life restored in our land and for the priv-
ilege of building Jewish homes, families, and
communities here. And Yom Yerushalayim on
the tayelet in Armon HaNatziv, facing Har Ha-
bayit, reminds us that alongside gratitude we
carry yearning, and that our tefillot are meant
to lift us toward something even greater. I look
forward to seeing you all at these events, as
well as standing with Binyamin at the Yom
HaAtzmaut Musical Tefillah, this time with
his new siddur.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

I BROTHERS
So MOVING CO.

R

b f?t ’ =

k

THE STRONGEST... THE MOST GENTLE

054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilial
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658
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Lenny Davidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LPevents.com

054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEvents.com

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled eraftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

Keren Malki empowers |

- families of children °

~ with special needs in |
~ lsrael to choose home |
~ care. Donations arg_

tax-approved in Isra
- US and UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 1"'71
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.

W kerenmalkl org
% ®o02- 567—0602
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DIAMONDS & JEWELRY

TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Polarair‘ PR
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w

Sales & lnsta‘:tion of

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063
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RABBI MOSHE HAUER ZT"L 4

Determined
Patience

Anticipation, waiting, looking forward. It is
a difficult task to do these patiently, remain-
ing focused on the goal and willing to wait for
it, however long it takes. Yet it is that kind of
dreaming and discipline that keeps us aiming
high and avoiding settling for mediocrity.

This tension was at the core of the story of
the Golden Calf, in which the Jewish people
ran out of patience, lowering their standards
and expectations from living under the lead-
ership of the saintly Moshe to following the
image of an animal. What a shocking change!
Yet they made that adjustment because — after
all - Moshe had been gone for forty days and
they could now conceive of life without him.

This same issue may be the intent of the fa-
miliar verses about Shabbos that are found im-
mediately before the story of the Golden Calf
(Shemot 31:16). “The Jewish people shall guard
the Shabbos so as to make the Shabbos an eter-
nal covenant for their generations.” The Ohr
HaChaim suggests that the mandate to “guard”

24 HANDYMAN
\ Repairs - Painting - Electricity
Plumbing
Q@ Jerusalem & surrounding areas
Avraham
3 058-799-7833
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n J ORTHODOX
IO 8

the Shabbos, v’sham’ru, relates to the use of
that same term describing Yaakov’s attitude to-
wards Yosef’s dreams, where it is written (Bere-
ishit 37:11) that “his father guarded the matter,”
vaviv shamar et hadavar. There we are taught
by Rashi that the term implies a carefully guard-
ed hope as Yaakov was waiting and anticipating
the fulfillment of Yosef’s dream.

It was this anticipation that prevented Yaakov
from becoming reconciled with the loss of Yosef,
as he maintained the hope and dream of being
reunited with and seeing the future leadership
of Yosef (37:35; see Rashi there). He could easily
have become resigned to the apparent reality of
Yosef’s death, but he chose to dream on, and the
dream was ultimately fulfilled.

That is how we “make the Shabbat.” We
wait for it, holding on with anticipation for the
special quality of that day, not allowing our-
selves to settle into the mundane world of our
weekdays. The more we “wait for Shabbat,”
the more we long for something deeper and
calmer, something more connected and sa-
cred than our regular days, the more we will
experience Shabbat in that fashion.

This same attitude stands as the basis for
the core value of tz’piyah l'yeshuah, the yearn-
ing for redemption that is expected of all of
us. The world is not quite right, there is much
that is still broken. The more comfortable we
get with it as it is, the less likely we are to be
able to see it arrive at its ultimate perfection.

Ours is the task of patience, waiting with
determination to see our personal and col-
lective dreams fulfilled, and never settling for

anything less. m



ELITEMED

STOP WAITING.
GET REAL CARE.

ELITEMED SPECIALISTS

PREMIUM MEDICAL CARE IN MODI'IN

A true American-style clinic with
unparalleled service and professionalism.
Super fast access to Israel's top
specialists.

YOUR HEALTH, OUR PRIORITY!

e Cardiology
Orthopedics

ENT

Gynecology
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Neurology
Urology
Ophthalmology
Endocrinology
Pulmonology
Geriatrics
Proctology
Podiatry

Pediatric specialties
Aesthetics

WHY ELITEMED?

Vv Very fast appointments

Vv Carefully selected top specialists
V Personalized care that puts you first

W Stunning new clinic in Yishpro Center

BOOK NOW

() www.elitemed.co.il

Ayala 360, 21 Hamelachot Street,
Building B, 5th Floor Yishpro Center, Modiin

O 073-321-4181

Ad D’lo Yada was for Wine

Retirement Requires Clarity
Purim WAS for celebration.

Your next home deserves
careful thought.

«Sea-view apartments eModern buildings
with elevators «Close to shuls, shopping
and promenade ¢Steady guidance

and smart negotiation. With summer
around the corner, now is the time to buy!

Ashke_lon Properties
LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

What is Podiatry?

The held of medicine which evaluates and treats the foot
and ankda and how they intaract with the rest of the body.

“I have a passion [or imating §he leet as an impoeriant par of
the whole body, using effective and pain free treatments
for comman loot problems.”

= Plartar Fascitis’ Hieol Spur Syndromi:
- FRPAF

- Ingrown Toenalls

« Warts

+ Laser Therapy
/ = Lymphadama

| Erica Sassoon, DPM
054-325-3109

@ sassoon_podiatry ) Dr. Erlca Sassoon
Uicangad In America and kerael

Offices I Jerusalem and Ma'sle Adunnim
NOW INMODFIN - YISHPRO CENTER
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0U Israel Launches Frontline Support!

0U Israel empowers lives and communities in our

homeland by building programs that meet people —
where life is happening. Within OU Israel’s Anglos-in-
Israel Division, we have launched Frontline Support,

a new pilot initiative supporting English-speaking
soldiers with three essentials throughout their service:
connection, meaning, and mentorship.

Frontline Support is OU Israel’s response to a simple
truth: when a soldier has structure, they grow stronger.
While some English-speaking soldiers enter the |DF
with a built-in framework of Torah, mentorship, and
community that carries them through service, many do
not. Frontline was created to provide that stability, so
committed soldiers can stay grounded in what matters
while living the intensity of army life.

Through weekly Torah mentorship and a year-round
rhythm of community connection, Frontline turns
support into lived consistency. It reinforces identity,
purpose, and spiritual strength, giving English-
speaking soldiers something steady to rely on
throughout their service — not just a moment of inspiration, but a framework that lasts.

Frontline Support soft launched this past month with individual learning and small get togethers.
Mentorship has begun and we are excited to see the growth that will come in its first year. If you
know of an English speaking IDF soldier who could benefit from Frontline Support please contact
Rav lan Shwartz, Program Director at lan@ouisrael.org

Each week, we share one QU Israel initiative empowering lives and communities in our
homeland, supporting English-speaking olim in their klita and supporting Israel’s most
vulnerable teens to rebuild trust, confidence, and a future.



H&T Property Investments
Unique garden duplex

FOR SALE

Abarbanel St, Rechavia
Exclusive

* Luxury Large 4 Room

+ 170 sg.m plus 120 sg.m garden

« Stunning garden, perfect for a large sukkah
» Completely renovated

« Private entrance

« High ceilings and underfloor heating

Nava: 052-4810205

. | Avrum Aaron & Associates
-_—

Are you an Israeli |
Resident with :

U.S. Assets?

Avoid double probate
& ensure your family
inherits your legacy
while avoiding
unnecessary costs

FREE CONSULTATION =3

(® 054-398-4380
Avrum@Ilop-llc.com

. SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airporl,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

vision?

Schedule an
appointment today

wokls @\ ¢, 02-674-3888
JPUR DTIY © Brcetastinon ©

Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol
Shopping Center
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

PARSHAT KI 'IV'VISA

The first third of the Parsha concludes in-
structions concerning the Mishkan. The
rest of the Parsha is the story of the Gold-
en Calf, concluding with reconciliation and
forgiveness.

The first aliyot are among the longest in the
Torah; the first is 44 verses, the second 47.
The remaining are among the shortest; 5 ali-
yot, 48 verses.

'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (30:11-31:17)
K’) All are to give a half shekel to be

an atonement. The offerings are
brought from these funds — and hence, all the
people are represented equally as a remem-
brance and atonement. Make a wash basin
of copper. Place it outside the Mishkan area,
near the altar. The Kohanim must wash their
hands and feet before service. Make spiced
anointing oil to anoint the Mishkan, all its
utensils and the Kohanim. This recipe is not
to be made for personal body lotions. Make
incense to place in front of the ark, the place
that I will meet you. This incense is holy of
holies. It is not to be made for your olfacto-
ry pleasure. I have called Bezalel and filled
him with the Divine spirit to master all means
of craftsmanship, in metals and in materials.
He, with Ohaliav, will fashion all the things
that I have commanded be made for the Mish-
kan. Keep Shabbat as a sign between Me and
you for all time, for I am the One who sancti-
fies you. Do not do any melacha. Itis an eter-
nal sign that in six days I made the world and
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in the seventh ceased.

This very long aliya allows the entire story
of the Golden Calf to be told in the Levi aliya,
the second, as the Leviim did not participate
in the Golden Calf.

These instructions serve to complete the
preparations for the actual building of the
Mishkan. The Mishkan endeavour has differ-
ent parts. The building. The people to run it.
Those instructions have been given.

Now we switch to enablers, not the service
itself but the facilitators. Money for offerings.
0il to anoint, to inaugurate. Wash basin for
daily preparation to serve. And the craftsmen
to lead the demanding project of building all
these things.

With these final instructions, the construc-
tion of the space for the Shechina to dwell in
our midst may begin.

"/‘ 2ND ALIYA (31:18-33:11)
’/k\o‘ While Moshe is on the mountain
: receiving the luchot, the people be-
low are making a golden calf. G-d tells Moshe
that his people have made a golden calf. He
wants to destroy them and begin anew with
Moshe. Moshe pleads on their behalf. G-d
relents. Moshe descends with Divinely in-
scribed tablets. When he sees the golden
calf, he smashes the tablets. Moshe con-
fronts Aharon. Aharon explains what hap-
pened. At the behest of Moshe, the Leviim
punish the 3,000 guilty. Moshe ascends the
mountain. He admits the sin of the people,
asking for forgiveness. And if not, remove
me from the book. G-d counters that those
who sin will be the ones to be erased. Now,



g0, led by My angel and lead the people to
the Land. For I will not be in your midst lest
you be destroyed. The people are distraught.
Moshe moves the tent of meeting to outside of
the camp, for there G-d will now speak with
him. A cloud descended when G-d spoke
with Moshe. The people saw and bowed. G-d
spoke to Moshe face to face, as people do.

There is a debate when chronologically the
story of the Golden Calf occurs. However, ei-
ther way, there is a chronology as it is record-
ed in the Torah for a reason.

The creation of a place for the Shechina to
dwell in our midst is shattered by the Golden
Calf. G-d is telling us He wants to be immi-
nent, to be close to us, to dwell in the Mishkan.
And we spit in His face, creating the Golden
Calf, turning our backs on Him.

The story of the Golden Calf is rich in ma-
ny details. However, the primary theme in
the flow of the Torah is Divine immanence.
How can the plan for the Shechina to dwell in
our midst weather this terrible rejection? He
wants to be with us. We turn our back.

The story of the Golden Calf takes place in
two locations: top of the mountain and bottom
of the mountain. The terrible sin of building
the Golden Calf occurs at the bottom of the
mountain but far more space in the Torah
is dedicated to the top of the mountain. 21
verses describe the action taking place down
the mountain. 45 verses describe the inter-
action between G-d and Moshe on the top of
the mountain.

The story is not primarily the story of the
sin. It is the story of G-d and man. How
will this terrible sin damage the story of the
Shechina descending, dwelling in our midst?
Is that dream lost?

Moshe works hard, because before we can
get to the intimacy of the Shechina with man

we have to be forgiven. That is first.

G-d wants to destroy the people and begin
anew with Moshe as the forefather.

Moshe pleads: don’t do that. He starts be-
fore he has even gone down the mountain
and seen the Golden Calf. He is successful in
at least forbearance; the people will not be
destroyed.

After going down, smashing the luchot, he
goes back up the mountain. Now, Moshe has
a big job. He wants to recover Paradise lost.
He wants forgiveness, a return to the Shechina
in our midst.

He is not successful. Well, somewhat. The
march to the Land of Israel will continue. But
the dream of the march with the Shechina in
our midst? No. G-d tells Moshe that an an-
gel will lead them. But not with Me in their
midst.

W 3RD ALIYA (33:12-16)
2 d Moshe challenges G-d: If I have

)
k\‘ found favor in your eyes, tell me

Your ways. That way I can act properly, for
this is, after all, Your people. G-d: I will guide
you. Moshe: Don’t move us from here unless
Your Face goes with us.

Moshe feels emboldened. The march to
the Land will continue. That is such a relief.
Forgiveness.

But Moshe presses. We want You. We don’t
want that angel. We want Your Face in our
midst.

This is an echo of Mt. Sinai. At Sinai G-d
proposed to speak to Moshe and the people
would overhear. The people said no way. We
all want to hear His Voice. And G-d accepted
that and spoke to all the people

Moshe thinks: He wants us. He acquiesced
at Sinai to our desire to hear His Voice. He
wants to be in our midst. I'll push harder. Not
the angel. We want You.

OU ISRAEL 13



"/" 4TH ALIYA (33:17-23)
K’} G-d: Iwill do as you say. Moshe:

show me Your kavod, Your glory.
G-d: I will pass before you, will call My name
before you, show mercy to whom I choose to
show mercy to. You cannot see My face and
survive. Stand in the nook in the rock; I will
pass in front of you. You will see My back but
My face you will not see.

G-d acquiesces to Moshe’s demand for
closeness. To a point. Moshe wants Your
Face. I want Your fullness, Your glory. G-d
does not back off. I will reveal but with limits:
glimpses from behind need suffice.

Moshe wants the Face. He gets the back
of the head. This allegory is the answer to
Moshe’s desire to know G-d’s Ways. I Will Be
in your midst, He says, but you are going to
have to live with seeing the back of my head.
Man can never fathom the Divine.

This exchange is what we all sense in the
challenge of this world. We see the Divine,
but we don’t. We perceive, but from behind.
We want a peek but must live without.

"‘ 5TH ALIYA (34:1-9)
&0‘ G-d instructs Moshe to make a

second set of tablets. Moshe as-
cends the mountain by himself. G-d descends
in a cloud and he calls: G-d, G-d, Merciful...
the 13 attributes of mercy. Moshe bows. And
says: please be in our midst, for though the
people are obstinate, forgive their sins.

The return to Paradise lost, the return to
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the rarefied relationship of G-d’s wanting to
be close to man continues. Replace the bro-
ken tablets. Our closeness is returning. ForI,
says G-d, am forgiving, full of mercy.

Moshe, appreciative of the forgiveness,
pushes again. Be in our midst.

v 6TH ALIYA (34:10-26)

k\ ‘ G-d responded: Iam making a cov-
enant. You will see signs and won-

ders, G-d’s work that is awesome. You keep what
I command. Don’t make a pact with the people
in the Land, for it will lead to you worshipping
idols, and to marriage with them. Keep our festi-
vals, our Shabbat, our laws in our Temple.

The response to Moshe’s pleading that He
be in our midst? Ok. But you need to do your
part. The march to the Land of Israel contin-
ues. We are back to where we were before
the sin. But. Don’t do that again. I Will Be
Loyal to you, but you need to be loyal to Me.
No idols. Come be with Me on Shabbat and
holidays. Holy days of You and me. Come
greet Me in My Home, the Temple. I Will be
with you; you be with Me.

"‘ 7TH ALIYA (34:27-35)
k\“ Moshe was in the mountain 40

days, writing the second set of the
10 commandments. As he descended with the
tablets, his face shone. The people were afraid
of him. Moshe instructed them in all that G-d
spoke with him on the mountain. Moshe cov-
ered his face when he was with the people, un-
covering it when G-d spoke with him.

This most intense of parshas ends with an
even more sublime image. Moshe’s face is
shining. The people are afraid. Just like at Si-
nai. We want to hear His Voice. But it is over-
whelming. Here too. Moshe shines with the
intensity of his encounter with G-d. But need-
ing to cover it, for as much as we want the Di-
vine, the encounter is overwhelming.



Maftir for Parah: Numbers 19:1-22

HAFTORAH PARSHAT PARAH
YECHEZKEL 36:16-36

This week we read a special haftorah which
follows the theme of this week’s additional To-
rah portion of Parshat Parah which speaks of
the power of the ‘Red Heifer’ to purify.

We find in the haftorah the mention of “puri-
fying waters” that are sprinkled upon the peo-
ple of Israel with the coming of the Mashiach.

Hashem will take the people of Israel out
of exile, not necessarily as a response to their
meritorious deeds or acts of teshuva, but as
aresult of Hashem’s commitment to return
them to their borders. Hashem will bring the
Israelites back to the Holy Land and purify
them with the waters of the Red Heifer. The
people of Israel will then feel ashamed of their
misdeeds and this reality will bring about a
process of purification. Hashem will bestow
prosperity and bounty upon the Land.

The following passage is one of the most
memorable in the haftorah which describes
an elevated and comforting vision of Eretz Yis-
rael: “This Land that was desolate has become
like the Garden of Eden, and the cities that
were destroyed and desolate and pulled down
have become settled as fortified cities.” m

21st of 54 sedras; 9th of 11 in Shemot.
Written on 245.17 lines in a Torah
(8th).

14 Parshiot; 10 open, 4 closed.

139 pesukim (10th), 1st in Shemot.
2002 words (5th), 1st in Shemot.

7424 letters (8th), 1st in Shemot.
Large sedra in general plus relatively
long pesukim, which explains the
jump in rank from 10th for pesukim
to 5th for words. Only 4 other sedra
have more than 2000 words.
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Times were very different then. When one
of our books was torn, we didn’t junk it. We
took it to a little shop where a bookbinder re-
bound it.

When our briefcase (we didn’t have back-
packs then) was falling apart, we didn’t dis-
card it. Instead, we took it to that same shop
where the proprietor stitched it and fixed it.

The proprietor of the shop that my friends
and I frequented, down on the Lower East
side of Manhattan, was an old man named
Yossel.

Looking back, I now realize that Yossel,
who was arthritic physically and far from ge-
nial emotionally, was a Holocaust survivor
who eked out a meager livelihood by binding
books, fixing broken zippers, and repairing all
sorts of everyday tools and trinkets.

I remember once bringing some books to
Yossel for rebinding and finding that the shop
was closed. There was no sign on the door in-
dicating that he was out to lunch, or that he
had gone to pray, or when he would return.

So I came back to Yossel’s shop several
times that week, and then but occasionally for
the next two or three months. His sign, adver-
tising his services, was still suspended over his
doorway. I had every reason to assume that
he would eventually reopen.

Finally, one day I approached his shop,
and saw that the sign over his door was tak-
en down. Now I knew that Yossel was out of
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business.

This experience, hardly significant in its
own right, took on a very profound mean-
ing for me when I first heard an explanation,
given by the great sage known as the Chofetz
Chaim, of why the Torah calls the Sabbath a
sign in this week’s portion, Ki Tisa.

“The people of Israel shall keep the Sab-
bath... It shall be a sign for all time between
Me and the people of Israel...” (Exodus
31:16-17)

The Chofetz Chaim explained that the Sab-
bath is like a sign on a shopkeeper’s door.
However far a Jew might stray, he is still
connected to the Jewish people as long as he
keeps the Sabbath in some manner. As long
as there is a sign on the shopkeeper’s door, he
may one day return and reopen for business.
But once the sign is removed, once Sabbath
observance is totally abandoned, then even
that tenuous connection is severed.

It occurs to me that just as there are all sorts
of signs, and Yossel’s makeshift shabby sign
was certainly very different from signs on
more luxurious stores, so too do Jews differ
in the way in which they observe the Sabbath.

There are those who focus on every
halachah involved in Sabbath observance.
They are punctilious in following every rule
contained in our code of laws.

There are others whose observance is a
more spiritual one. They may keep the basic



Sabbath laws in some fashion but find the joy
of the Sabbath more personally rewarding.
They enjoy the festive meals, and they hearti-
ly sing the Sabbath songs.

Still, others take delight in intellectual in-
dulgences in celebration of the Sabbath. They
study, they read, they converse, they teach.

Then there are those of a more mystical
bent who use the Sabbath for introspection,
meditation, and contemplation, and maybe
even as an occasion to delve into the classics
of Jewish mysticism.

For some the Sabbath is something entirely
different. It is merely a day of rest, a physical
respite from the toil and stress of a busy week.

Whatever your Sabbath is like, dear reader,
as long as it is a special day for you in some
way, the sign of Sabbath is suspended over
your door. You are, at least potentially, a Sab-
bath observer, and that is a sign of your con-
nection to God and to the Jewish people.

But there is a lesson here for all of us: None
of us can say that our Sabbath observance is
a perfect one. None of us is innocent of some
minor halachic infraction. Certainly, none of
us can say that our Sabbath is one of pure and
untainted spirituality. We all have “a way to
g0”.

Yet the vast majority of Jews whom I know,
of whatever level of observance or denomina-
tional persuasion, have the sign of Sabbath on
their shop door, in some manner or another.

Aslong as that sign hangs suspended over
our doorway, we can confidently look forward
to that day when each of us will celebrate a
Sabbath worthy of the ultimate redemption of
which our sages assure us. For they have said
the geulah, the final redemption of our people,
will come about when we fully observe two
Sabbaths in succession.

Don’t take down the sign!
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Two es
of Religious
Encounter

Framing the epic events of this week’s sedra
are two objects — the two sets of Tablets, the
first given before, the second after, the sin of
the Golden Calf. Of the first, we read:

The Tablets were the work of God, and the
writing was God’s writing, engraved on the
Tablets. (Ex. 32:16)

These were perhaps the holiest objects in
history: from beginning to end, the work of
God. Yet within hours they lay shattered, bro-
ken by Moses when he saw the Calf, and the
Israelites dancing around it.

The second Tablets, brought down by Mo-
ses on the tenth of Tishri, were the result of
his prolonged plea to God to forgive the peo-
ple. This is the historic event that lies behind
Yom Kippur (which falls each year on the
tenth of Tishri), the day marked in perpetu-
ity as a time of favour, forgiveness, and rec-
onciliation between God and the Jewish peo-
ple. The second Tablets were different from
the first in one respect. They were not wholly
the work of God:
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“Carve two Tablets of stone like the first, and
I'will inscribe on them the Words that were on
the first Tablets that you broke.” (Ex. 34:1)

Hence the paradox: the first Tablets, made
by God, did not remain intact. The second
Tablets, the joint work of God and Moses, did.
Surely the opposite should have been true: the
greater the holiness, the more eternal. Why
was the more holy object broken while the
less holy stayed whole? This is not, as it might
seem, a question specific to the Tablets. It is,
in fact, a powerful example of a fundamental
principle in Jewish spirituality.

The Jewish mystics distinguished between
two types of Divine-human encounter. They
called them itaruta de-leylah and itaruta dele-
tata, respectively “an awakening from above”
and “an awakening from below.” The first is
initiated by God, the second by humankind.
An “awakening from above” is spectacular, su-
pernatural, an event that bursts through the
chains of causality that at other times bind the
natural world. An “awakening from below”
has no such grandeur. It is a gesture that is
human, all too human.

Yet there is another difference between
them, in the opposite direction. An “awak-
ening from above” may change nature,
but it does not, in and of itself, change hu-
man nature. In it, no human effort has been



expended. Those to whom it happens are pas-
sive. While it lasts, it is overwhelming; but on-
ly while it lasts. Thereafter, people revert to
what they were. An “awakening from below”,
by contrast, leaves a permanent mark.

Because human beings have taken the ini-
tiative, something in them changes. Their
horizons of possibility have been expanded.
They now know they are capable of great
things, and because they did so once, they are
aware that they can do so again. An awaken-
ing from above temporarily transforms the
external world; an awakening from below
permanently transforms our internal world.
The first changes the universe; the second
changes us.

Two examples. The first: Before and after
the division of the Red Sea, the Israelites were
confronted by enemies: before, by the Egyp-
tians, after by the Amalekites. The difference
is total.

Before the Red Sea, the Israelites were com-
manded to do nothing:

“Fear not. Stand firm and see the deliverance
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians
‘you see today, you shall never see again. The
Lord will fight for you. You stay silent.” (She-
mot 14:13-14)

Facing the Amalekites, however, the Israel-
ites themselves had to fight:

Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us,
and go out and do battle with the Amalekites.”
(Shemot 17:9)

The first was an “awakening from above”,
the second an “awakening from below.” The
difference was palpable. Within three days
after the division of the Sea, the greatest of
all miracles, the Israelites began complaining
again (no water, no food). But after the war
against the Amalekites, the Israelites never
again complained when facing conflict (the
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sole exception — when the spies returned and
the people lost heart — was when they relied
on hearsay testimony, not on the immediate
prospect of battle itself). The battles fought for
us do not change us; the battles we fight, do.

The second example: Mount Sinai and the
Tabernacle. The Torah speaks about these two
revelations of “God’s glory” in almost identi-
cal terms:

The glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai,
and the Cloud covered it for six days. On the
seventh day, He called to Moses from within
the Cloud. (Ex. 24:16)

Then the Cloud covered the Tent of Meeting,
and the glory of the Lord filled the Taberna-
cle. (Ex. 40:34)

The difference between them was that
the sanctity of Mount Sinai was momentary,
while that of the Tabernacle was permanent
(at least, until the Temple was built, centuries
later).

The revelation at Sinai was an “awakening
from above”. It was initiated by God. So over-
whelming was it that the people said to Mo-
ses, “Let not God say any more to us, or we will
die” (Ex. 20:16). By contrast, the Tabernacle in-
volved human labour. The Israelites made it;
they prepared the structured space the Divine
Presence would eventually fill. Forty days af-
ter the revelation at Sinai, the Israelites made
a Golden Calf. But after constructing the Sanc-
tuary they made no more idols — at least until
they entered the land. That is the difference
between the things that are done for us and
the things we have a share in doing ourselves.
The former change us for a moment, the latter
for a lifetime.

There is one further difference between
the first Tablets and the second. According
to tradition, when Moses was given the first
Tablets, he was given only Torah shebichtav,
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the “Written Torah”. At the time of the second
Tablets, he was given Torah she-be’al peh, the
Oral Torah as well:

R. Jochanan said: God made a covenant
with Israel only for the sake of the Oral Law,
as it says: “...for in accordance with these
words I have made a covenant with you and
with Israel” (Ex. 34:27).

The difference between the Written and
Oral Torah is profound. The first is the word
of God, with no human contribution. The sec-
ond is a partnership — the word of God as in-
terpreted by the mind of man. The following
are two of several remarkable passages to this
effect:

R. Judah said in the name of Shmuel: Three
thousand traditional laws were forgotten
during the period of mourning for Moses.
They said to Joshua: “Ask” (through ruach ha-
kodesh, the Holy Spirit). Joshua replied, “It is
not in heaven.” They said to Samuel, “Ask.”
He replied, “These are the commandments,”
implying that no prophet has the right to in-
troduce anything new. (B.T. Temurah 16a) “If
a thousand prophets of the stature of Elijah
and Elisha were to give one interpretation of a
verse, and one thousand-and-one Sages were
to offer a different interpretation, we follow
the majority: the law is in accordance with
the thousand-and-one Sages and not in accor-
dance with the thousand prophets.”

(Maimonides, Commentary to the Mishneh,
Introduction)

Any attempt to reduce the Oral Torah to the
Written — by relying on prophecy or Divine
communication — mistakes its essential na-
ture as the collaborative partnership between
God and man, where revelation meets inter-
pretation. Thus, the difference between the
two precisely mirrors that between the first
and second Tablets. The first were Divine, the



second the result of Divine-human collabora-
tion. This helps us understand a glorious am-
biguity. The Torah says that at Sinai the Isra-
elites heard a “great voice velo yasaf” (Deut.
5:18). Two contradictory interpretations are
given of this phrase. One reads it as “a great
voice that was never heard again”, the oth-
er as “a great voice that did not cease” —i.e. a
voice that was always heard again. Both are
true. The first refers to the Written Torah, giv-
en once and never to be repeated. The second
applies to the Oral Torah, whose study has
never ceased.

It also helps us understand why it was on-
ly after the second Tablets, not the first, that
“when Moses came down from Mount Si-
nai with the two Tablets of Testimony in his
hand, he was unaware that the skin of his face
shone with light because he had been speak-
ing with God” (Shemot 34:29). Receiving the
first Tablets, Moses was passive. Therefore,
nothing in him changed. For the second, he
was active. He had a share in the making. He
carved the stone on which the words were to
be engraved. That is why he became a differ-
ent person. His face shone.

In Judaism, the natural is greater than the
supernatural in the sense that an “awakening
from below” is more powerful in transform-
ing us, and longer lasting in its effects, than
is an “awakening from above.” That was why
the second Tablets survived intact while the
first did not. Divine intervention changes na-
ture, but it is human initiative — our approach
to God - that changes us. m
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These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

New Developments:
Your Next Home Awaits

REAL ESTATE - HALACHA Q&A
Rabbi Baruch Efrati, Posek Halacha

Does one fulfill the mitzvah of settling the Land

of Israel by purchasing an apartment in Israel?
*especially in judea

If the buyer lives abroad and purchases an investment property in
Judea and Samaria, they fuffill the mitzvah of conquering the Land of
. Israel. If the buyer also lives in Israel, they additionally merit all the
" virtues and special spiritual qualities that are said about one who
dwells in the Land of Israel.

Questions by whatsapp- 0528370700

| RAMAT ESHKOL, JERUSALEM

A rare boutigue residence on
Maavar HaMitla 4, in the heart
of Ramat Eshkol.
4 Featuring high-end design, and
finishes, open living spaces, and
an exclusive community feel —
a unique opportunity for refined
living in Jerusalem

Call now for pre-sale details

Discover Solomon Ridge,
upscale living in the heart of
Zayit, Efrat. Spacious A -
apartments, breathtaking views.
or a ~ 95 sgm apartment with
parking and sukkah balcony.

For a ~ 95 sqm apartment with parking
and sukkah balcony.

TEENA, EFRAT
HaMoshava offers 32 luxury
private villas in Efrat's most

exclusive neighborhood. Each
home features premium
amenities like private pools,
elevators, and smart systems.
The project is ideally [ocated
g"‘« near Jerusalem, Central
2 shopping, and top schools.

Estimated costs: @5.45M

Modern residential project in & X
central Ra'anana offering ke
high-end 3- and 4-room
apartments with premium
design and spacious, sunlit
layouts. Located on a quiet
street yet close to shuls, shops,
restaurants, schools, parks by a
top local developer.

MEKOR CHAIM, JERUSALEM

Elegant boutique-style
residences with premium
finishes in the desirable Mekor
Chaim neighborhood, offering
spacious Ie(ljyouts, private
balconies, and easy access to
parks, dining, and central
Jerusalem amenities.

Estimated costs: ™ 4.1M
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PROBING THE PROPHETS

It’s Not Just
About Purity

Chazal instituted the reading of “Parah Ad-
umah” (Red Heifer) during the time that the
Bet HaMikdash stood in Yerushalayim. It was
during that time that we were obligated to
bring the Korban Pesach (Paschal sacrifice)
and, for that reason, our ancient scholars
found it proper to institute this Maftir reading
some weeks before Pesach. There, the Torah
details the purification ritual, reminding the
nation to retain a state of purity, thereby al-
lowing them to partake in the mitzvah of Kor-
ban Pesach. Chazal saw it fitting, therefore, to
have the thirty-sixth perek of Sefer Yechezkel
read on each Shabbat Parah, as it too, focuses
upon the purification ritual, albeit, one that
will take place in the future.

Interestingly, Yechezkel tells us that the
ritual that will be followed during the era of
the Third Temple will reflect the ritual that is
used to purify only those who were “infect-
ed” with the highest level of tum’ah, impuri-
ty. The ritual requiring sprinkling of the puri-
fying waters is depicted in the Torah only in
our maftir reading [B'Midbar 19: 1-20] where
its use is limited only for those contaminated

Pesach rental in Netanya on Nitza

4 rooms, furnished, amazing seaview,
10th floor, Kosher, Shabbat elevator, wifi
aptnetanya@gmail.com
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

with tum’at met, any direct association with

the dead. The navi’s prophecy of such a pro-

cedure reflects a reality that, in the future, the
entire nation would be regarded as having
been defiled by the highest level of impurity!

But we would be mistaken were we to see
the reading simply as the process of purifica-
tion alone. Doing so, would have us ignore the
most impactive section of the haftarah. For, in
the second section of the Yechezkel’s prophe-
cy, the navi describes the impact of this “pu-
rification process”. Consider the following
prophecies:

¢ “.thenations shall know that I am Hash-
em...as I will be sanctified through you”
[24]

«  “Iwill gather you from the all the coun-
tries and bring you to your land [25]

¢ “..and you will dwell in the land that I
gave to your ancestors...” [28]

¢ “And I will multiply the grain and never
decree a famine upon you” [29-30]

«  “.the day I purify you from your sins,
Ishall resettle the cities and the ruins
will be built up” [33]

*  “The desolate land will be worked...in
the sight of all who pass by” [34]

¢ “And they will say: ‘The land that was
once desolate has become like the Gar-
den of Eden and the cities that were de-
stroyed...have become settled and for-
tified’...!” [35]

e “The nations who remain around you
will know that I, Hashem, have built
up the ruins and planted the deso-
late...I, Hashem, have spoken-and I will



perform it!!”[36]
No, my friends. Do not see this haftarah as
a simple depiction of a procedure for purify-
ing the impure of tomorrow. NOT AT ALL! Ye-
chezkel’s nevu’ah is more than an echo of past
ritual... It is the reality of the future... OUR fu-
ture in which we live today!!! It is for this rea-
son that I urge you to listen to the haftarah as
it is being chanted, carefully read its words as
they are pronounced and ponder the prophet-
ic message that it meant to share with us.
Perhaps, while considering the significance
the prophet’s cries you will imagine Yechez-
kel looking down upon our land and our peo-
ple from on high and saying; “I told you! I told
you so!
I certainly see just that! m
Rabbi Winkler’s popular Jewish History lectures can

be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-librar
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The best deals in Jerusalem

FOR SALE

GREAT OPPORTUNITY ON RACHEL IMEINU ST!
Nice 4 rooms, 80m neto, in an Arabic style building
with Shabbat elevator, Sukkah balcony, master
bedroom, sunny, quiet, Exclusive, 3,400,000 NIS

ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA

4 rooms, 88m, 3rd floor of modern building
with Shabbat elevator, renovated, balcony,
master bedroom, quiet, 2 parking spots,
storageroom, 3,820,000 NIS

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON (GANE ZION)

Great 5 room apt, 120m, in a luxury building with
Shabbat elevator, 12m balcony, completely renovated,
large living room, master bedroom, quiet, storage
room, double parking. Exclusive, 5,900,000 NIS

CHARMING CORNER IN GERMAN COLONY

WITH GARDEN - Great 5 room apt, 180m, 140m
private garden, in a modern building, large living
room, master bedroom, bright, quiet, storage room,
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home space

Home Consultations & Set-Ups

From free consultations to full service orgonizing.

Organizing Products
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Bookshelves & Closets
High-Quality. Good Prices.
Customizable. American Service.

private parking. RARE!

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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. DETECTIVES
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Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

* Certified professional trained inspectors.
* Comprehensive reports.

* Ingpections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

» Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
- Waterproafing, plumbing, reofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Call today for a FREE

phane cansultation

053-712-0322
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DR MARK ROTHMAN
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

39+ years of experience
Helping with:
Trauma
ADHD & LD
Marital Conflicts

Anxiety & Depression

Children, Gap Year Students, Young Adults & Couples
In person and online

7 N Gethelpisrael.com
( QQJ Gottmanreferralnetwork.com

M ‘email: drrman@rogers.com
Call / WhatsApp 052-863-0795

|

{\ TAL CLEAN
:

n Contact us:
050-445-5975

info.talclean@gmail.com

L

And
more
cleaning

Sofas Cleaning Carpet Cleaning  ‘Mattress Services

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.TALCLEAN.CO.IL
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BRICKSTONE JERUS IVATE VAULT CENTER.

Discreet. Secure. Biometric access only. Only you hold the key.
Centrally located in the Clal Building, Jerusalem

\ Personal

) 24/7 7\ International /7
| service

7 security I/ standards

PRIVATE VAULTS NOW AVAILABLE.
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, FIRST MONTH FREE,

UNTIL THE END OF FEBRUARY

A, .
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*9936 Ext.2

www.brickstone.co.il

Clal building,
97 yafo street, Jerusalem.

Rubinstein House,
37 menachem begin street, Tel Aviv




B-WAY DIGITAL

Between the Pine Trees - a Community Was Born
Beresheet, a new residential community for ages 65 and above in the
hills of Jerusalem, was built on a simple belief: that the best life is one
that is active, meaningful, and connected to nature, to people, and to
yourself. The residents here are not just tenants — they are the beating
heart of the place.

Nature at Beresheet is an inseparable part of daily life. Guided nature
walks, open-air yoga, electric bike rides, therapeutic gardening, and
outdoor meditation - all designed to keep the body active and the mind
at peace.

Devora Levy, a Beresheet resident, brought with her a passion for Nordic
walking — a technique using specially designed poles that activate
approximately 90% of the body's muscles, improve posture, strengthen
balance, and benefit both heart and mind. What began as her personal
habit became a community gathering that everyone looks forward to.

"We started as five people, a little awkward
with the poles," laughs Devora. "Today we are
35. People walk tall, stride with confidence,
and leave the house on Friday morning with
a smile. And anyone who wants to join —we
have poles ready and waiting. Just come."

You are invited to join us for a trial walk
every Friday morning.

{u «+BERESHEET
v

‘v Senior Living at The Jerusalem Hills

For details and registration: 050-490-5946
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Moses became angry. He hurled the tablets
from his hands and shattered them at the foot
of the mountain. (Shemot 32:19)

Parashat Ki Tisa recounts one of the most
dramatic moments in the Torah: Moshe Rab-
beinu descending from Har Sinai and shat-
tering the Luchot. Yet Chazal offer seemingly
contradictory descriptions of this act. Was the
breaking of the Luchot a deliberate decision,
or an event beyond Moshe’s control?

At the very end of the Torah, Rashi (See al-
so- Bava Batra 14a) comments on Moshe’s
greatness and notes that Hashem congrat-
ulated Moshe for breaking the Luchot:

[ .
Under 74 and a half
Don't wait until too late
To get Private Health Cover

For Serious Medical Issues

NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Nermanz@shaham-orlan.co.il = 054-4258671

Licensed Insurance Prafassional
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RABBI SHALOM

RAV KEHILLA, OHEL EPHRAIM IN NOFEI HASHEMESH
MAGGID SHIUR, DAF YOMI, OU.ORG
ROSH BAIS MEDRASH ENGLISH SPEAKING PROGRAM JCT MACHON LEV

“N12vY N3 IW>”- well done for shattering
them. Moshe reasoned that after the grievous
sin of the Golden Calf, Am Yisrael was no lon-
ger worthy of receiving the Luchot. The act
was not one of rage alone, but of profound
responsibility.

This, Rashi explains, is the meaning of the
Torah’s final words describing Moshe’s deeds
as being performed “oN 9 *»y5”- before
the eyes of all Israel. Moshe’s leadership was
defined not only by transmission, but also by
restraint: knowing when not to give.

Yet a strikingly different portrayal appears
in the Yalkut Shimoni (Ki Tisa §393):

...NMNOY NIV 2NON NIRM mmba nwn HYonol
2NWN PN YN NWN T HY 1710

Moshe looked at the Luchot and saw the let-
ters flying heavenward. The tablets suddenly
became heavy in his hands; he lost his grip, and
they fell and shattered.

According to this midrash, Moshe did not de-
cide to break the Luchot. Rather, once the spir-
itual content of the divine letters departed, the
tablets were transformed into an unbearable
burden. The breaking appears almost acciden-
tal, as if it was a consequence of spiritual loss.

How are we to reconcile these two



depictions? Was Moshe praised for a bold act
of leadership or overwhelmed by forces be-
yond his control?

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik offers a remark-
able interpretation (cited in Masoret HaRav;
see also Birkat Yitzhak) that reframes the en-
tire episode. After Hashem forgives Bnei Yis-
rael, Moshe is commanded to carve and bring
a second set of tablets:
nYn DoY) DIWURID D)X NNY7IW Y097
172 N NN N MY IWURD 10 N7ON DY 1722
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He carved two tablets of stone like the first
ones. Moshe rose early in the morning and as-
cended Mount Sinai as God had commanded
him, and he took the two stone tablets in his
hand. (Shemot 34:4)

We are told that Moshe ascended the moun-
tain with a new set of Luchot ready for in-
scription. This description is astonishing. If
Moshe could not carry the first Luchot down
the mountain, how could he now ascend
the mountain carrying an equivalent, if not
greater weight? From a purely physical per-
spective, this should have been even more
difficult.

The Rav explains this through the Brisk-
er distinction between cheftza and gavra. A
cheftza is an object - acted upon by external
forces. A gavra is a subject - an active agent
who acts with purpose and direction.

When Moshe descended the mountain up-
on hearing of the Golden Calf, he was shat-
tered. Disappointed, heartbroken, and disori-
ented, he was pulled downward by despair. In
that moment, Moshe became almost a cheftza,
overwhelmed, acted upon, unable to carry the
burden placed upon him.

However, when Hashem invited Moshe
to ascend once more and to participate in

D;I%]LT)I) A

Yn mren yu % ‘-;;_:' Meir
077-2050015 g
052-2678749 o
golanechasim@gmail.com \ )

OLD KATAMON: Selection of 4-5 room apartments
and stunning penthouses in a brand-new project,
high-end finish

OLD KATAMON: 5-room apartment, 122gm,
bright, Shabbat elevator, parking, 5,950,000 NIS
REHAVIA: 4-room apartment, large terrace,

great view, elevator, bright, parking, 5,600,000 NIS

the giving of a second chance, everything
changed. Moshe was once again a gavra: pur-
poseful, energized, and mission-driven. The
same weight that had crushed him before
now became viable to be carried. Not because
the load was lighter, but because Moshe him-
self was spiritually stronger.

Life often places us in situations where the
weight feels unbearable. Disappointment, fail-
ure, and loss can drain us of agency, leaving
us feeling passive. We feel pushed and pulled
by circumstances beyond our control. In those
moments, we resemble the first Moshe de-
scending the mountain: burdened not only
by stone, but by despair.

Yet the Torah reminds us that this is not our
permanent state. When we reconnect to pur-
pose and recognize that we are still invited to
climb, to build, and to begin again, we recover
our identity as a gavra. The very same chal-
lenges that once felt crushing can now be lift-
ed and carried.

The second Luchot teach us that second
chances are heavier, but holier. They demand
effort, carving, and ascent, but they are al-
so the tablets that endure. Our task, then, is
not merely to survive the weight of life, but
to choose how we carry it. To transform our-
selves from objects acted upon into agents of
meaning, growth, and hope.
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REBBETZIN SHIRA SMILES

FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CEN

Shabbat
Specialness

“Ach et shabtotai tishmoru ki ot hi bei-
ni u’beineichem le’doroteichem lada’at ki ani
Hashem mekadishchem — Only keep My
Sabbaths! For it is a sign [of distinction] be-
tween Me and you for your generations, to
know that I, Hashem, make you holy.” (Shem-
ot 31:13) The commentators find this language
surprising, as there is only one day of Shabbat
each week; it therefore should have been writ-
ten in the singular form, not the plural! How
can we understand this in a way that is rele-
vant and meaningful?

The simple interpretation is that of the Ram-
ban. This verse refers to the entire year, during
which we celebrate many Shabbatot. The Ohr
Hachayim Hakadosh notes that it includes all
occasions that we call Shabbat, like Yom Kip-
pur and the festivals in general. We must guard
all of these holy times with care.

The Beit Halevi al haTorah develops this

Arthur Samuels, DPM
|
‘ PODIATRIST

Over 30 years experience

Licensed in Israel
& America

053-427-6363

/ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com

CINEMA CITY MALL, JERUSALEM

30 TORAH TIDBITS 1651 / KI TISA

idea, and notes that the Torah offers two per-
spectives within its mandate to keep Shab-
bat. One aspect is to recall that Hashem cre-
ated the world in six days, and rested on the
seventh, investing the day with an elevat-
ed holiness. The other aspect is to recall the
exodus from Egypt, which established us as
Hashem’s chosen nation, investing within us
a singular kedushah. This is the aspect allud-
ed to in our verse — Shabbat is a sign of dis-
tinction between Hashem and us, His people.
Shabbat is a reminder to all of us that we are
a unique nation and we have a special rela-
tionship with Hashem. The festivals are also
reminders of the Exodus and, as a result, of
our special kedushah as well. Therefore, the
word “Shabbatot” in our verse includes both
Shabbat and the festivals as they share this
common theme.

The Netivot Shalom shares a fascinating in-
sight based on the distinctions between these
two beliefs. In the Shabbat kiddush and tefilot
we use the expression, “yom hashevi’i” to sig-
nify the aspect of creation, as in the first para-
graph of the Friday night kiddush, “Vayachu-
lu hashamayim ve’ha’aretz vechol tzeva’am
veyechal Elokim bayom hashevi’i melachto
asher asa— Now the heavens and the earth
were completed and all their host. And G-d
completed on the seventh day His work that
He did.” (Bereisheet 2:1-2) However, when
referring to the special relationship we have
with Hashem beginning from the Exodus,
we employ the term “Shabbat,” as in the sec-
ond paragraph of kiddush, “ki banu bacharta
ve’otanu kidashta mi’kol ha’amim ve’Shabbat



kadshecha be’ahavah uve’ratzon hinchaltanu
— for you chose us and sanctified us from all
the nations and Your holy Shabbat with love
and pleasure You bequeathed to us...” Similar-
ly, the Friday night tefilot repeatedly use the
term “yom hashevi’i” but the daytime tefilot
are replete with the word “Shabbat.” “Yom
hashevi’i” is the universal aspect of Shab-
bat, while “Shabbat” is the particularistic as-
pect, reflecting our special relationship with
Hashem.

The Ketav V’Hakablah offers yet another
explanation, noting that Shabbat is written
in the plural since each Shabbat contains two
distinct elements. Shabbat is a time of rest, a
cessation of physical work, and allows us time
to rest internally and focus on our spiritual
growth and connection; the physical pause
giving us the space to do the spiritual work.

Rav Pincus zt”l offers a powerful mashal to
help us relate to this aspect of Shabbat Kodesh
in a very real way. Imagine a newly married
couple in the first moments after the chup-
pah, standing together in the cheder yichud.
The chatan turns to his new bride and says,
“Dear kallah, I haven’t checked the stock mar-
ket or box scores today, give me a few minutes
to see what’s going on and then I'll spend time
with you.” We would all agree that this would
be highly inappropriate, a gross interference
with the couple’s anticipated intimacy and
closeness, and ultimately with their relation-
ship. Shabbat Kodesh is our opportunity to in-
timately connect with the Divine. If we can see
it thus, Shabbat will indeed be the expression
of our unique relationship with Hashem. m

% Mazal Tovto %
Rita & Menachem Broner and
family on the birth of a grandson
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We Make Israel Real Estate Simple.
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
DIRECTOR, TORAH INITI
OU ISRAEL

This Shabbat we will read Parshat Parah,
the third of the four special parshiot which
surround the days of Purim and Pesach.

Parshat Parah comprises the opening vers-
es of Parshat Chukat which introduce us to the
mystical elixir for impurity, the mysterious in-
explicable concept of the para aduma -the red
heifer.

The Chasidic Masters saw in these pesukim
not only the halachic remedy to purify those
who have become ritually impure, but also
an eternal message regarding the relation-
ship between the Jewish People and the To-
rah Hakedosha.

One of the perplexing aspects of the Para
Aduma ritual, is that the Kohanim who were
involved in preparing the ashes of the para
aduma became tamei-impure through the
process. In preparing the mystical compound
which would return others to purity, they in
turn became tamei.

The Avodat Elazar of Koshnitz zy’a, of-
fers an original interpretation to explain the
hidden significance of this peculiar phenom-
enon based on the opening verse - Zot Chukat

Am |l on track to
retire comfortabl)

Aaron Frolich
Certified Financial Planner &

Licensed Investment Advisor | /
+972.54.320.8077 [ .".

GREEN PEAK
ADVISORS

aaron@greenpeakadvisors.com www.greenpeakadvisors.com

Book a FREE 30-minute consultation!
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HaTorah - This is the inexplicable principle of
the Torah.

Our verse not only describes the mysterious
nature of the para aduma, but also teaches us a
very fundamental idea about Torah itself. Like
any remedy, when channeled appropriately it
can transform and cure and bring complete
healing, or if chas v’shalom it is misused, taken
out of context and applied inappropriately then
it can bring further deficiency and harm.

The Admor, Reb Dovid of Tolna zy’a, clar-
ifies this important idea further:

Why does the verse state this is the inexplica-
ble principle of the Torah? What is the connec-
tion or parallel to be drawn between the para
aduma and the entire Torah? Just as the para
aduma has the capacity to both purify and ren-
der impure, so too the Torah can either be a
source of ultimate purity, or chas v’shalom, the
opposite. One whose scholarship and knowl-
edge of Torah leads to haughtiness,rather than
humility and refined character, is one who has
become spiritual deficient.

The Netivot Shalom, the Admor of Slonim
zy’a offers a different interpretation of our
verse Zot Chukat HaTorah. Our verse, ex-
plains the Rebbe, is not only introducing us to
the para aduma as a vehicle to restore puri-
ty, but also an eternal message which applies
even now in the absence of the Beit HaMik-
dash and of the para aduma. Zot Chukat Ha-
Torah- In our current state, without the Beit
HaMikdash and with no para aduma, the ve-
hicle for we Jews to experience some form of
areturn to purity is by immersing ourselves
in the study of Torah - Zot Chukat HaTorah!



The Bat Ayin, the Rebbe of Avrich zy’a,
similarly points out that the para aduma is on
some level meant to be a tikkun (fixing/cor-
rection) for the impurity introduced into the
world through the Cheit HaEgel (The Sin of the
Golden Calf).

The Rebbe taught:

Our Master, the Toldot Yaakov Yosef,zy’a,
wrote that Cheit HaEgel impacted future gen-
erations, and that the word egel is an acronym
for the words arayot (illicit behavior), gezel
(theft) and lashon hara (inappropriate speech).

So too, the tikkun for all of these, as repre-
sented by the para aduma, also comprises an
acronym for the word egel - Avoda, Gemilut
chasadim and Limud Torah...

The Bat Ayin taught that the para aduma not
only provided a metaphysical healing for those
who had come into contact with impurity, but
also came to teach us how to overcome the im-
pact that resulted from the Cheit HaEgel.

Yehi Ratzon, as we begin over these next
few weeks to prepare ourselves spiritually
and emotionally for the incredible yom tov of
Pesach, may we merit that our limud Torah
should indeed bring purity to our minds and
hearts, and that we soon merit to experience
this year to partake of the korban Pesach in
purity, to experience the building of the Beit
HaMikdash, and the return of all its associated
sacred and wondrous rituals. B
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Watch the sunset every night!
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Bringing seder to your balance sheet.
v Peace of mind with individual & business tax returns
v Strategic growth through advisory services

v Seamless bookkeeping & accounting
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ﬂ i ‘, T - v Expert fractional CFO support
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Struggling with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, or
Gastroparesis?

PESACH IS AROUND THE CORNER. IT'S TIME TO EMBRACE FREEDOM!
It’s time to take control of your health, and finally be free of the symptoms that hold you back.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Even if you have tried it all — diets, medications, supplements — and still don’t feel better.
It’s not your fault. @
When your brain gets stuck in fight-or-flight, your body stays in “survival mode,” keeping
symptoms active no matter how healthy you eat.
The good news? You can calm your brain’s emergency response system and finally help
your body heal.

In the words of one recent patient

My programs have been put into 9 IBD Centers across the United States and
Canada including the Mayo Clinic, Vanderbilt University, UC San Diego and
USC and will help you  Regain energy - Feel in control again
{7} Stop planning life around the bathroom
Reach out to me, Dr. Marci Reiss, DSW, at drmarcireiss@gmail.com
Watch my free webinar to see how: drmarciereiss.comfregister

EA
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YOUR ANGLO COMMUNITY HARTT
IN THE GOLAN RAII
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Luxury villas in Katzrin

240 luxury villas for year-round
living, vacation home, or investment.

New premium neighborhood designed
by award-winning architect, Dana Oberson.

Warm, welcoming Anglo community with
nearby shuls, cafes, amenities.

Triple

Planned transport links will bring Haifa
to ~40 mins and Tel Aviv to ~75 mins.
Only 15 mins from the Kinneret.

For more information Daniel Cohen Villas starting
+972-54-219-6594 daniel@harama.co.il from 2.85m NIS

20/80 payment terms
- ’111'19!’% grrarns  OB= 250N Delivery Summer 2028




P\| BADERECH

\ RABBI JUDAH MISCHEL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMP HASC

AUTHOR OF BADERECH SERIES

A story was related by Rebbe Avraham Yaa-
kov of Sadigora zy’a, the son of the Rebbe Yis-
rael of Rhizin:

One Erev Shabbos, Rebbe Yisrael the holy
Baal Shem Tov zy’a appeared in a shtetl un-
expectedly. Locals were thrilled to be graced
by the presence of the Tzadik, though the Baal
Shem Tov declined all invitations for Shab-
bos and asked to be left alone in the shteibl.
Throughout the night the Baal Shem Tov re-
mained in shul, davening and reciting Tehillim
fervently, without pause. Surely something was
wrong! In the morning, the villagers’ concerns
were allayed when the Baal Shem Tov seemed
content and joyous, and accepted the gabbat’s
invitation for the daytime Shabbos seudah.

In the course of the meal, they were inter-
rupted by a drunken peasant knocking on
doors looking for some vodka. The gabbai was
about to drive him away, but the Baal Shem
Tov asked that he be welcomed. The Tzadik
sat him down, poured a large shot of mash-
keh and asked the gentile visitor to relate what
he’d experienced the night before.

The peasant described being summoned
with his friends to the estate of the local poritz,
who was planning a pogrom against the Jewish

% Mazal Tov to #
Leah & Dr. Dahvid Wolf and
family on the birth of a grandson

38 TORAH TIDBITS 1651 / KI TISA

community. The locals didn’t need much con-
vincing, and were ready at a moment’s notice
to set out on a murderous rampage:

“We waited all night at the estate for the fi-
nal go-ahead... but soon after gathering us,
the Poritz was called into an important meet-
ing and abruptly locked himself in his office
with an unexpected visitor, an old associate
that he hadn’t seen for nearly forty years! Af-
ter waiting there for hours, he finally emerged
and strangely told us all to go home, and that
anyone who raises their hand against the Jews
would be punished severely.”

This “unexpected visitor”, explained the
Sadigura Rebbe, “had been dead for years...
and was dragged from the grave by the holy
Baal Shem Tov’s prayers to intervene on be-
half of Klal Yisrael in front of his old friend,
the Poritz.

“You might wonder why the Baal Shem Tov
had to travel all the way to that shtetl for Shab-
bos in order to avert the gezeirah decree,” con-
tinued the Rebbe. “Couldn’t he have just re-
mained in Medzibuz and davened from his
own beis medrash?”

Said the Rebbe, “The Baal Shem Tov’s intent
in going to the village was clear: ‘Halevai I will
succeed in saving the town with my prayers...
but if not, then let my fate be together with
them!”

Our sedra describes the painful episode of
the Eigel HaZahav, the Golden Calf, that tran-
spires when Moshe Rabbeinu does not de-
scend from Har Sinai when expected. Impa-
tient, the people create an idol. Seeing them



celebrating, Moshe Rabbeinu drops the hewn

tablets of the Aseres HaDibros, shattering the

holy stones.

When Hashem proposes to destroy the na-
tion and begin a new history starting with
Moshe, Moshe refuses. Our Rayah Mehemnah,
the Faithful Shepherd, protests, and rises up
in our defense: “If You do not forgive them,
macheini na m’sifrecha, “Blot me out of the
book that You have written!”

Moshe’s intent resounds: “Let my fate be
together with them!” Indeed, Our Teacher is
ready to give up all of his accomplishments,
his legacy and place in history — for us. But
he is not a mere ‘captain going down with the
ship’. Moshe Rabbeinu stands up and “fights’
for us with Azus deKedushah, holy brazen-
ness. And he models what it means to be
a leader: ready to perform mesirus nefesh,
self-sacrifice for his people. Not only does he
save Am Yisrael, he triggers the revelation
of the 13 Attributes of Divine Mercy, paving
a way for Tikun and salvation for all genera-
tions. He places these Attributes in our hands,
as the treasures of our Selichos liturgy.

Our sedra provides us an opportunity to
consider:

* Inour day to day lives, how do we sacri-
fice for the wellbeing of others?

¢ How can I more deeply commit myself to
Klal Yisrael and all of humanity?

*  To what extent are we willing to receive
Moshe’s teaching and give up everything
in the service of our People?

From Moshe Rabbeinu and the Baal Shem
Tov, our mandate is clear: we must do all that
we can on behalf of Klal Yisrael. Our fates
are inextricably bound up with our brothers
and sisters. May we all be blessed with good
health, and experience revealed good in ev-
ery way! m

IN BAKA
Call now 077-9973185 | DEALOF T“g,c.n: :TT:.eao,ooo NI
www.daniels-assets.com NEW3BEDRO!
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BAKA ! new project on Beith Lechem rd
2 and 3 bedrooms apartments starting 3.39M nis
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10 Hilldsheimer st.
Design your own
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This Week's Inspirational

Men’s Safrut (The Bais)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner
7 Hartum Street,

2nd Floor
February 18 Neve Daniel 19:00 SPECIAL EVENT:
7:00 PM
February 22 Efrat 19:00 Bat Mitzvah Program

in the Old City
February23 Carmei Gat  20:00

February24  R44anana 19:00

March5  Pardes Hana 19:00

March8 (Chashmonaim 19:00

The Bais (for Men)|

March 9 Modiin 19:00 Semichat Chaver Program
Rav Elyada Goldwicht

March 11 RBS 19:30 @ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak

Keren Hayesod St.

March12  Givot Eden  19:30

March15 Tel Mond 19:30 *The schedule is subject to change
RS Subscribe to our OU Israel
March 17 i 19:30 gL Whatsapp Community for all
nyMShalaglM 219, 2. information related to OU Israel
- Bz classes and programs, including
March18 Givat Shmuel  19:30 last minute schedule changes
EFEFSE and updates, by scanning
Come meet Rabbi Kenny Pollack, eiRee the QR Code above.
Director of Camp Dror 2 Santo
e R register THE BAIS CLASSES & PROGRAMS ARE
uestions? Contact Cin e
ér;yn?pdrzfnjs@ouisrael.grg +972502022085 FOR MEN ONLY
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Torah Learning with OU Israel ()

pLalVl

ESDAY OU Israel is supported by the Jewish
"MAR 10 Federation of Broward County &Y/ Federation

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila P'shat in the Parsha
Rabbi Yossi Goldin Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Rambam: Letters & Introductions Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

TORAH TUESDAYS WITH THE WOMEN'S DIVISION
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

9:15AM

Torah Tapestries with
Mrs. Shira Smiles

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine

Weekly Kollel Boker- Rabbi lan Shaffer
Instructors include Rabbi Aschi Dick
Rabbi Avi Herzog

1:00PM- NEW/111

Modiin Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Aschi Dick
Masamerica Offices, 28 Dam HaMacabbiim 5t,
3rd Floor, Shiur followed by mincha at 1:45pm

7:30 PM Men's Safrut in MODIIN Rabbi Phil Schajer

7:30 PM Men'’s Safrut in EEIT SHEMESH Rabbi Elie Levi




This Week's Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aharon Adler

10:20AM

From Table to Tachlis:
Halacha in Action
Rabbi Jeremy Perlow

11:25 AM

Mussar and Self Improvement:
A study of Rav Kook's sefer
Midot HaRayah

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30 PM

Jews in the Middle Ages:

External Threats and Internal
Developments Dr. Deborah Polster

SPECIAL EVENT:
Women's Sefer Yehoshua
Tiyul to Mitzpe Yericho

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN ARNONA

@ Bet Knesset Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:25 AM
Trailblazing the Text of Tanach
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 AM
Modern Masters Rabbi Sam Shor

BET KNESSET OHEL YITZCHAK
@ Keren Hayesod Street

8:00 PM
Halachic Controversies
(the Bais) Rabbi Aschi Dick

ORGE]

#THEOUISRAEL




To sponsor a shiur contact Josh Churney

SHIUR SPONSORS

Dedicated in memory of
Baruch Yared ben Chaim Natan z”|
on his first yahrzeit,
the son of Howard & Carol Bieninfeld

Sponsored by Hedy & Ben Lipschitz

Sponsored for the 2025 - 2026 academic year
by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z"|
71,0727 N2V VNN DNNAN A 7Tan Dnan
7T ,'7T'N DINI A7 2IN N2 A'h Y

Sponsored for the 2025-2026 academic year
by the Frist family in memory of
their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frist z”l - '7”1 |P'7T N2 XN'0 VAW'TX

Dedicated anonymously for the
refuah shleima of Evelina bat Galina

Sponsored for the 2025 academic year
nnWa 1717
70T P77 2 27112V N'TANA N NN

Sponsored by Batsheva Kantor in memory
of her husband Dr Reuven Kantor ben
Beryl Lib Halevi z”l who passed away on
Feb 5th - 27th Shevat, two years ago.

A man with a pure heart and Torah scholar.
He is missed dearly by all the family.

Dedicated by Rabbi Steven & Kim Ettinger
in loving memory of their parents
Rabbi Zvi & Jean Ettinger and

Herbert & Leonore Shulman,
zichronam livracha

Dedicated for the year in memory of
Elhanan Efriam Ben Abraham z”|
by Robyn Pocker

Sponsored by
The Jewish Legacy Foundation

054-281-4604 or to dc:-nate online:

Dedicated for the 2026 academic year
l'lui nishmat: Daniel ben David z”’|
and Limud bat Avraham Strauss a”’h,
and Mordechai ben Moshe z”1
and Reizel bat Yosef Meir Marcus a”h,
zichronam livracha,
parents of Judy & Menachem Marcus

Sponsored for the 2025-2026
academic year by
Rabbi Michael and Jeri Laxmeter for the
refuah shleimah of their granddaughter
Avigayil Sara bat Shaina Ahrona

Sponsored for the 2026 academic year
nnwa 17'v'7
'7°T AN'7W |2 210 DWI 2’V DANAX N2 DD

0
THANKYOU

' Sponsor A shiur / Torah Tdblts
please contact
Josh Churney:
054-281-4604
or donate online
https://www.ouisrael.or
donate/ou-israel-center

*HR000




- GHAI GIRLS

UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER EXPERIENCE
JULY 9-30, 2026 FOR 10-12 GRADE

- GIRLS LIVING IN ISRAEL EXCITING SUMMER CAMP
_ ATMOSPHEREWITH .

T SPORTSAND APODL:

FOR MORE INFO VISIT CHAIGIRLS NCSY.0RG

n] E;g}'a AT NN
b - | CAMP DROR

OLISRAEL Jmer riM

(f:pm.p é}lor
Contact Cindy for
more information:

al arn
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Women's Seminar in Modliin

In Every Generation: Preparing for Pesach Anew

ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN MRS. LEAH FEINBERG MRS. KAREN HDCHAUSER
Director, OU lstael Wemen's Civision OU teroed Kashiut oL - B :
. s A Seqat at Rabbi Akiva's Terrorists, Tears, Miracles
Words of Introduction Froctical Laws of Seder Tabl
Kashering and Kitniyot er lable and Matza
MUSICAL HALLEL WITH ts, ‘:’ ‘!,

WITH AVIGAIL SCHEINFELD

Register at: ouisrael.org/events/nissan2026

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15 - 4pm
| Wednesdays 1:15 - 4pm

Please Note Deadline for
TT Issue #1655 - The Pesach Issue
All ads must be in by Tue, Mar. 24th.

This issue will cover all of Pesach |
and Shabbat April 10-11. no experience needed
Regular weekly deadlines are no later
than Monday morning of each week.
MbY NI

For advertising info.: Ita Rochel i .
025609125 /ttads@ouisrael.org Peleg Shabtai ben Chaviva Leah

. ) . Make this summer matter &
XQ i Join the staff of Camp Dror T
p Scan and sign up !

Be the counselor campers look up to!
Fun, ruach, teamwork and :
real impact

Camp Dror | Staff 2926
Finishing Grade 19 or older

+927502022085

www.campdror.com
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Battles on the Southern
Road to Yerushalayim

A full day Chol Hamoed Tanach Tiyul with
Rabbi Alan Haber 1

Throughout our history, the road to Yerushalayim has been fiercely contested. With
Tanakh in hand, we'll explore Tel Azeka, Tel Maresha, Lachish, and Bet Guvrin, tracing
epic battles against Philistines, Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Romans, Crusaders
- and the War of Independence in 1948.

Walk the road where history was made.

Comfortable walking shoes | Plenty of water | Kosher for Pesach snacks | Lunch

https://www.ouisrael.org/events/chol-hamoed-pesach-tiyul-2026/
250 nis per person-RSVP(Required):

agTnna
T AWTInT

Pesach Through Story, Song, and Symbol

RABBI AVI BERMAN VIA KIMCHE RIVKA YUDIN RABBI ELI REICH

Words of Introduction Our Pesach Story The Song of the Seder Symbols of
Redemption

Thursday, March 19th Kehlllat Menorat Hamaor &0 NIS,
215 am - 1:00 pm Hachal Maor & Brunch will be served

3 usical Hallel by Register at:
Yocheved Shull and Yocheved Kornfeld, . e . o
musical accompaniment by Miri Miller ouisrgel.org/events/nissan20268S
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9( y . * R
CHAI BOYS

UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER EXPERIENCE
B UL 526, 2026 ﬁ%&‘h‘ﬁﬁé‘ W spagL

EXCITING SUMMER CAMP
 ATNOSPHEREWITH

OU Israel in Partnership with Beit Knesset HaNassi Presents:

THE DEFINING NIGHT OF 1)

A'Special Pre- Pesach i
LAYL HASEDER: Gy 1L

RABBI JOEL RABBI SHALOM ROSNER
KENIGSBERG Rabbi and Mora D'Atra of

. Mora D'atra and Kehillat Nofei Hashemesh in Beit
Rabbi of Beit Knesset . Shemesh and Rosh Beit Midrash
Hanassi, Welcome and of Machon Lev, “The Defining

Introductory Remarks Night of Layl Ha'Seder”

BEIT KNESET HANASS| | MENAHEM USSISHKIN ST 24 | YERUSHALAYIM, 92':88 |WWW OI}ISRAEE ORG
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

Last week, we discussed the topic of kosher
salt and cooking on Shabbat. As mentioned
earlier, kosher certification agencies often
provide valuable insight into various hala-
chic areas of Torah. This includes subjects
like Hilchot Shabbat (the laws of Shabbat)
and selling chametz on Pesach. These agen-
cies can offer guidance on complex halachic
questions.

Although it’s clear that salt in Israel is gen-
erally considered cooked, it’s important to
understand the underlying principles so we
can apply them to different scenarios of bi-
shul (cooking) on Shabbat.

The Gemara (Shabbat 42:b) presents two
opinions regarding cooking salt on Shabbat.
Generally, uncooked food cannot be added
to a kli rishon (the primary utensil used for
cooking, typically a pot or pan), even after
it has been removed from the fire. Howev-
er, one opinion states that salt is an excep-
tion. Due to its nature, salt doesn’t truly cook
unless added to a pot that is still on the fire.
Therefore, the prohibition only applies in
that specific case. It is, however, permitted
to add salt to a pot that has already been re-
moved from the fire.
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The second opinion holds that salt cooks
relatively easily and should not be added
even to a kli sheini (a secondary dish that
holds hot food poured from the kli rishon).

The Shulchan Aruch (OC 318:9) follows the
lenient position. Regarding those who fol-
low the strict opinion, the Rema writes, “It is
praiseworthy.”

The Mishnah Berurah (318:71) adds that if
the salt has been cooked during its produc-
tion, even the stringent position would per-
mit placing it in a kli rishon (once removed
from the fire). This is based on the principle
of Ein Bishul Achar Bishul—there is no prohi-
bition of cooking something that has already
been cooked, even if it cools down.

As previously mentioned, there are dif-
ferent methods of collecting salt, depending
on geographic and economic factors. These
methods include:

*  Mining: A process that does not require
heat.

*  Solar Evaporation: This method uses the
sun’s heat, without additional artificial
heat.

*  Solution Mining: This process requires
heat, but it is applied selectively.

*  Mechanical Compression: This method
does not require heat.

In Israel, the solar evaporation method is
commonly used. After collecting the salt, it
undergoes a final drying step to remove re-
sidual moisture, ensuring the final product
has a moisture level below 0.1%. The drying
process takes place in an oven heated to about




The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

200-300°F for approximately ten minutes.

Rav Schachter has noted that it is question-
able whether the baking process used for salt
qualifies as an Afiah (baking). However, the
only reason the Rema is stringent about for-
bidding salt in a kli sheini (or in a kli rishon
that is not on the fire) is based on the opinion
that salt is a Kalei Habishul (easily cooked),
which means it cooks even with minimal
heat. If salt is indeed Kalei Habishul, then it
stands to reason that ten minutes in a hot ov-
en would also be sufficient to cook the salt.

Therefore, according to Rav Schachter, one
may place salt into a kli rishon that has been
removed from the fire, or into a kli sheini,
based on the lenient opinion (as cited by the
Shulchan Aruch). According to the strict opin-
ion, the salt is already considered cooked.

It would be forbidden to place salt into a kli
rishon that is still on the fire, as the reasoning
for allowing salt to be placed in a kli rishon
(removed from the fire) does not apply, and
there are other Hilchot Shabbat concerns.

Rav Belsky assumed that the ten-minute
baking process does qualify as an Afiah. As
mentioned, the Shulchan Aruch cites two
opinions about whether it is forbidden to
cook something that has already been baked.
Generally, we are stringent about this be-
cause it involves a biblical prohibition. How-
ever, for the case of placing salt into a kli
rishon (removed from the fire) or into a kli
sheini, we are not required to be stringent,
as cooking salt in these pots is considered no
more than a stringency (hamachmir tovoh

0OU Israel Presents

Hidden Secrets
of the Seder:
Beyond the Afikoman

with Rabbi Moshe Snow

A 3 part series of shiurim on
the Haggada shel Pesach

Beit Knesset
Mishkenot Yosef, 8 Primo Levi,

d

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

alav bracha, as the Rema writes).
This reasoning does not permit placing salt
into a kli rishon that is on the fire.

In conclusion, both Rav Schachter and Rav
Belsky agree that one may place salt into a kli
rishon (once removed from the fire) or into a
kli sheini on Shabbat. However, it is prohib-
ited to place salt into a kli rishon that is still
on the fire.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
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RSHA AND ALL DAF, OU.ORG

Shabbat Without Heaven

Parashat Ki Tisa contains the fourth men-
tion of Shabbat within a span of six parshiy-
ot. No other halachah in the Torah appears
with such frequency in so short a stretch.

SHABBAT GRADUALLY TAKES SHAPE

The first mention of Shabbat appears in
the desert, as we journey toward Har Sinai—
at the encampment of Marah and again at
Alush. These two references, taken together,
form the Torah’s first sustained introduction
of Shabbat observance. Before we arrive at
Har Sinai, Shabbat has already begun to take
shape along the journey.

The parsha of Yitro returns to Shabbat
observance, presenting it as the mitzvah of
Zachor, later reframed as Shamor on the
second Luchot, and placed at the heart of the
Aseret HaDibrot.

Subsequently, in Parshat Mishpatim, after
an extended presentation of social and civil
law, the Torah once again returns to Shab-
bat, embedding its laws within the fabric of

DO YOU SUFFER FROM JOINT PAINT
“Stem Cells™
An in-office mini-liposuction can

provide the cells to treat this
condition naturally

(

FOR INFO: KNEE@SZMC.ORG.IL
WWW.DOCTORZINGER.COM/ARTHRITIS

50 TORAH TIDBITS 1651 / KI TISA

societal obligations. In Parshat Ki Tisa, Shab-
bat is mentioned for a fourth time.
SERENITY, FAMILY, COMMUNITY

In the desert encampments, Shabbat of-
fered the chance to finally rest. Since leaving
Egypt, our lives had been frenetic and unset-
tled, moving from place to place across an
unforgiving landscape. First came the hur-
ried flight from Egypt, then the crossing of
the sea, followed by relentless travel. Shabbat
allowed a release of tension and the return of
calm to a people who had been living at full
throttle for weeks on end.

In Yitro, within the Aseret HaDibrot, Shab-
bat is presented through the lens of family.
The entire household—parents and children,
servants and animals—comes to a halt to-
gether. Daily labor pauses, and the family re-
gathers. For this reason, the mitzvah of Shab-
bat follows immediately after the command-
ment of kibbud av va’eim. Honoring parents
strengthens the family structure; Shabbat ob-
servance then creates the time and space for
that structure to be lived and experienced. It
carves out family presence within an other-
wise demanding workweek.

Shabbat in the early desert provided rest
and serenity. Shabbat at Har Sinai promised
renewed connection within the family.

In Mishpatim, a different angle of Shab-
bat emerges. The laws of Mishpatim provide
the blueprint for building an ethical society.



They lay out the laws of damage, theft, torts,
and guardianship, and they describe the ju-
dicial system charged with enforcing them.
They insist that we attend to the needs of so-
ciety’s most vulnerable—slaves, widows, or-
phans, and the impoverished—and they en-
vision moral conduct as the foundation of a
strong and enduring society.

However, societies require more than a
moral foundation in order to flourish. They
also need a shared narrative and a common
story. For this reason, at the conclusion of
Mishpatim, the Torah turns to the chagim,
moments that commemorate our collective
story of being chosen. Shabbat is includ-
ed here as well, anchoring that shared nar-
rative in the belief in a single Creator who
fashioned the world and rested on the sev-
enth day.

In Mishpatim, Shabbat is embedded within
a social framework. It fosters strong commu-
nities alongside strong families. The halachot
of Shabbat require that guests remain for the
duration of Shabbat, creating space not on-
ly for extended family presence but also for
hospitality and generosity.

Up to this point, Shabbat has been present-
ed as a day oriented toward human need. It
provides a twenty-four-hour pause from la-
bor, time for family bonding, and the space
necessary for communal gathering and
connection.

Is that all there is to Shabbat?

REST AND RETREAT

About ten years ago, an Orthodox woman
published an article in the New York Times
describing the beauty of an observant Shab-
bat. She portrayed a day spent at home with
teenage daughters, lingering in sleepwear,
unhurried and unpressured. Shabbat created
space to catch up on busy lives, to play board
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games, and—perhaps most appealingly—to
unplug for twenty-four hours. It was a warm
and lovingly drawn picture of family life and
relationship-building.

The article was elegantly written and clear-
ly valuable for its intended audience, most of
whom were not Jewish. It argued for the im-
portance of a weekly pause in a society ad-
dicted to work and trapped in an endless cy-
cle of pressure. Charlie Kirk makes a similar
case in his book Stop, in the Name of God,
presenting Shabbat as a corrective to mod-
ern exhaustion.

SHABBAT WITHOUT HEAVEN

Yet reading that New York Times piece, I
found myself asking: How did Shabbat lose
its sense of transcendence?

Shabbat is also a day for Hashem—a day to
suspend human mastery and remember Di-
vine creation. It is a day to step back from the
comforts and preoccupations of this world
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and to redirect time and attention toward
larger spiritual pursuits. That dimension of
Shabbat, its orientation toward Heaven rath-
er than merely toward human well-being,
was almost entirely absent from the portrait.

Ki Tisa restores this forgotten dimension
of Shabbat. The Torah describes Shabbat as
'N% WM PNIY Nav. Rashi comments, "NY
PMINND NWY INWTP N7, emphasizing that
the day is to be dedicated to Hashem and to
His mitzvot.

On this day, tefillah should be more delib-
erate and focused. Talmud Torah, often ne-
glected during the week, should move to the
center. Speech should be guarded more care-
fully. Shabbat is meant to feel otherworldly,
marked by sanctity. To achieve that sense of
otherworldliness, we must step back from
immersion in this world.

Shabbat, however, is not meant to negate
the physical. It is a balance. The mitzvah of
oneg requires eating and enjoyment. Unlike
Yom Tov, which is defined as a day of sim-
cha, Shabbat is defined as a day of oneg. On
Yom Tov, a person who experiences simcha
through fasting may do so; on Shabbat, fast-
ing is forbidden. Yet even the physical plea-
sure of Shabbat must be held in tension with
transcendence, not allowed to eclipse it.

This is the added feature of Shabbat artic-
ulated in Ki Tisa. Shabbat is not only a day
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of rest, family, and community. It is a day of
transcendence—nwY.
MODERN SHABBAT

Has modern Shabbat drifted too far from
transcendence? Have we emphasized oneg at
the expense of ’W5?

That concern is not abstract. Modern Shab-
bat has become remarkably comfortable.
Our ancestors experienced Shabbat with lim-
ited light and heat. Much of their food—cer-
tainly the daytime meal—was cold. Without
eiruvin, movement was restricted to a nar-
row physical space. Today, mechanization
has transformed that experience. Shabbat
clocks, heating systems, and air conditioning
have rendered Shabbat nearly indistinguish-
able from the weekday. The sharp shutdown
of human activity has largely faded.

As aresult, it has become harder to experi-
ence 'NY Naw in the way earlier generations
once did. With the rise of self-driving vehi-
cles, new questions will inevitably be raised
about their use on Shabbat. If halachic travel
on Shabbat ever becomes possible, the final
barrier separating Shabbat from the week-
day will have fallen.

Shabbat has become emulsified. Ki Tisa
urges us to restore some of the balance. To
use Shabbat for rest and for unplugging from
a frantic, wired, and constantly connected
world. To build deep and lasting family ex-
periences, so necessary in an age of pressure,
anxiety, and insecurity. To fashion robust
communities shaped by shared values and
mitzvot. But also to make Shabbat genuinely
different, by reclaiming it as a more spiritu-
ally centered experience.

Many of the decisions we face—or are al-
ready in the process of making—about Shab-
bat will turn on this tension. Particular ac-
tivities and experiences may be halachically
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RAV, THE JERUSALEM SHU
BAKA, JERUSALEM

A Sensitive
Soul’s Anger

(Midot HaRa’aya, Ka’as)

In general, when the Mussar works speak
of anger, the emphasis is on how a Jew must
quash such feelings and be extremely wary
not to be drawn into a scenario in which one
might give in to this unsavory response of
fury.

Rav Kook, in his unique way, addresses the
trait of ka’as (anger/agitation) as a natural re-
sponse that a sensitive soul may experience.
Surely, Rav Kook is sharing a feeling that he
himself encountered from time to time.

Rav Kook first describes the agitation a spir-
itually sensitive person feels when he or she is
constricted by limitations—even within hala-
cha—that are tethered to this worldly domain.
The Jewish soul yearns to feel at one with the
endless light of God. “Anger for the sake of
the Torah arises when the person of higher
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spiritual sensibility who soars in the realm of
higher contemplation is forced to confront the
narrow world of particularized teachings and
precepts, which are imposed by necessity on
the alluring heights of universality. And the
higher soul is grieved, and thus is engendered
irritation of spirit and anger for the sake of
the Torah.” (Midot HaRa’aya, Ka’as (Anger))
THREE TIMES A DAY

The Talmud (Berachot 4a) states that one
who recites the psalm of Ashrei three times
daily is assured his reward in the World to
Come. The uniqueness of this psalm and
prayer, according to the Talmud, lies in the
fact that it contains the aleph-bet in acrostic
form and includes the verse, “God opens His
hand and provides all creatures with their
needs” (Psalm 145).

Rav Kook suggested that reciting the aleph-
bet thrice daily exemplifies a Jew’s yearning
to reach the depths of a relationship with the
Almighty. He quotes the teaching of the Zo-
har, which says that the universe was creat-
ed with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In
other words, the letters represent the building
blocks and inner structure of all creation. A
Jew yearns to know God—intimately, deeply—
and to learn His inner secrets.

The second aspect regarding the impor-
tance of this psalm—that it contains the verse
“God opens His hand...”—relates directly to
the notion of a Jew’s yearning to reach high-
er realms of understanding and closeness to
the Creator. When a person is bogged down
with the distractions and troubles of day-to-
day life, one has little time or headspace for



contemplation and meditation on deeper mat-
ters. However, when one develops an ongo-
ing faith that God provides for all, and that Di-
vine Providence oversees every aspect of life,
one is able to direct heart and mind toward
the loftiest goal of Kirvat Elokim (closeness to
God). (Ain Aya, Berachot Chapter 1, piska #21,
p.12)
RAV KOOK’S ECSTATIC LOVE

Two remarkable episodes, reported by Rav
Kook’s close friend and confidant, Rav Yaa-
kov Moshe Charlop, highlight Rav Kook’s el-
evated and almost otherworldly love for the
Almighty.

In 1914, when Rav Charlop traveled with
Rav Kook to the agricultural settlements of
the Galilee, he witnessed Rav Kook’s state of
ecstasy:

“I was awakened in the middle of the night.
I saw Rav Kook carried away as if by a tem-
pest, pacing the length of the room, back and
forth. I was frightened and uplifted at the
same time.

Suddenly, the Rav approached me and took
hold of me. His hands were cold as ice, while
his face was aflame with fire. From his mouth
burst forth words of passion: ‘Rav Ya’akov
Moshe, Ich ver farebrent fun ahava Hashem!”
(“Rabbi Yaakov Moshe, I am being burnt up
by the love of God”). (Koren Rav Kook Siddur,
Naor, p. 29, quoted from Sichot ha-Rayah, Ner-
iyah, pp. 351-352)

On another occasion, Rav Charlop related
this experience: “In the summer of 1921, Rav
Kook went to rest in Har Tov. I visited him
there, and our private conversation extend-
ed into the wee hours. The next morning, I
noticed that the Rav did not arrive at prayer.
What’s more, totally out of character for the
Rav (who was punctilious not to engage in any
activity before prayer), I saw him approach
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the innkeeper and begin to discuss botanical
matters with him. Only after concluding this
conversation did he proceed to prayer.

The delay and the incongruous conversa-
tion made me wonder, and I plucked up the
courage to ask the Rav to explain his curious
behavior.

This was his response: ‘This morning there
burned within me such a thirst for the Living
God, I feared that in prayer my soul would
be consumed. I was forced to dampen my

THE APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL
o58-558-2630

All brands, all models ‘[T

In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh i
and everywhere in between
Service within 24 hours

]
!
(l
s

OU ISRAEL 57



enthusiasm by lowering my thoughts to prac-
tical, mundane matters.”” (Koren Rav Kook
Siddur, Naor, p. 28, cited from Rav Moshe Zvi
Neriya, Orot Hatefilla, p. 19)

A SECOND KIND OF ANGER TO MITIGATE

Rav Kook describes a second kind of agita-
tion or anger to which a spiritually sensitive
person is vulnerable. When someone pursues
a path of elevated contemplation and holy
thought, yet sees many around him engaged
in base and spiritually hollow pursuits, he
may feel frustration and grief. “At times this
[agitation] also develops because of a sudden
confrontation with reality, which remains in
its lowly state in the practical world, because
life is on a low level of development.” (Midot
HaRa’aya, Ka’as [Anger])

Rav Kook advises us how to overcome feel-
ings of agitation and anger. One must faith-
fully perceive that “the descents are in truth
ascents.” One needs to focus on potential ben-
efits—the gains that can accrue even from
certain deficiencies—and devoutly believe in
the greater Divine plan. “The reflective per-
son will understand how all the descents are
in truth ascents, and that the particulariza-
tions and limitations bring into being a wide
ilumination of a higher divine light. Then will
a divine inner peace
once again pervade
the soul and one
will find rest and
contentment; ‘the

light of the righteous
brings joy’” (Prov-
erbs 13:9).
REVEALING LIGHT
IN THE

NEW HEBREW LITERATURE
A powerful example of this approach
is seen in Rav Kook’s interaction with the
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culture outside the sacred confines of Torah
study and mitzvah observance. The popular-
ity of Hebrew literature that began to surface
in the early 1900s in Palestine could easily
have been a source of agitation for Rav Kook
and his devotion to tradition. Yet Rav Kook
perceived the potential to express Jewish ide-
als and inspirational teachings through these
writings—reaching a broader spectrum of
Jews who might not otherwise be drawn to
traditional forms of Torah study.

An exceptional example of Rav Kook’s
openness in this context was the relation-
ship he forged with a young writer who had
just arrived in Yaffo (1908), a few years after
Rav KooKk’s own arrival in 1904: Shmuel Yo-
sef Agnon (1887-1970). Agnon would go on
to become a Nobel laureate for his renowned
writings.

When Agnon arrived in Yaffo, he had aban-
doned traditional observance. Rav Kook took
early notice of him and asked to read his
work. At that time, Agnon’s portfolio was rel-
atively modest, and everything he had pub-
lished could be read in several days. Yet Ag-
non hesitated. Some of the material touched
on areas of romance, eros, and passion.

Rav Kook read all of Agnon’s writings. The
following interaction then took place: “He told
me he had read my work. I asked, ‘All of it?’
He replied, ‘All of it, and I will tell you some-
thing. The Pri Megadim... explains that if one
quantity of forbidden food should fall into a
volume of permitted food sixtyfold times as
large, the forbidden becomes batel, and the
permitted profits from the prohibited, since
there are now sixty-one parts. That’s the way
it is with you; even if there is something “for-
bidden” that has fallen into your books, it is
batel be-shishim, canceled out and has become
permitted.” (S.Y. Agnon, Me’Atzmi el Atzmi, p.



93, translated in Tradition, A Portrait of Two
Artists, Saks, p. 36)

Rav Kook sought to identify the positive
attributes and the potential good that could
emerge from Agnon’s writings. Surely, it was
a struggle for Rav Kook to legitimize all of his
writings—and those of other well-known au-
thors publishing at that time. In a passage
from Orot HaTeshuva (15:12), Rav Kook stress-
es the crucial need for authors of modern He-
brew literature to be personally devout and
committed to mitzvot, so that their writing re-
flects the beauty and purity of Judaism:

“The recognition that a decline in the mor-
al realm impedes a literary flowering is a
uniquely Jewish sensitivity. Only we [Jews]
truly recognize that, in order to rectify litera-
ture, [its] authors must first purify their souls”
(Orot HaTeshuva, 15:12).

One clearly notes that Rav Kook felt strong-
ly that only from a pure and committed soul
could authentic and elevated writing ema-
nate. Yet he was able to appreciate the contri-
bution being made by those who had not yet
reached that standard of religious devotion—
and he hoped that by encouraging and sup-
porting their journey, they would ultimately
achieve this ideal. It should be duly noted that
in the case of Shay Agnon, one should not un-
derestimate the warm reception and personal
friendship of Rav Kook, which played a pivot-
al role in Agnon’s return to embrace Judaism
and a committed life of halacha and tradition.

RAV ARYEH’S SELF-CONTROL

Yitzchak Zilberstein emigrated to Israel as
a young boy in the 1930s and entered the ele-
mentary school of Aryeh Levin. He was soon
taken under Rav Aryeh’s warm and nurtur-
ing wing.

Rav Zilberstein, today one of the leading
poskim in the world, harkens back to an

incident with Rav Aryeh Levin that impacted
him for the rest of his life.

Rav Aryeh was often summoned to negoti-
ate the release of Jews who were imprisoned
by the British in the pre-state years of Pales-
tine. On one such mission, Rav Aryeh brought
along his young protégé, Yitzchak Zilberstein.
Rav Zilberstein shared what he witnessed in
his own words:

“Once I went with Rav Aryeh to negotiate
with the British for the release of a member
of the Neturei Karta,” recalls Rav Zilberstein.

“It took us a great deal of time and effort to
reach the prison, and once we were there, it
took hours more to secure the release.

“But when the man walked free, he covered
his eyes and refused to look at Rav Aryeh, say-
ing, ‘It’s forbidden to look at a rasha!™ (a ref-
erence to Rav Aryeh Levin’s close relationship
with Rav Kook zt”]).

“At that time,” recalls Rav Zilberstein, “it re-
ally hurt me, and I exclaimed to Rav Aryeh:
‘Does the obligation to love a fellow Jew ex-
tend so far??’

“Incredibly, Rav Aryeh’s response was one
of surprise. He turned to me, looked me in the
eye, and simply said: ‘But he is a Jew!’

“Rav Aryeh’s gaze as he said those words
accompanies me all the time,” concludes Rav
Yitzchak Zilberstein. (Sweetness and Light,
Mishpacha Magazine, Shulman and Gut-
tentag, April 3, 2023)

“CHANGE YOUR BEKESHA BEFORE
EXPRESSING YOUR ANGER”

There is a chassidic tale of a Rebbe who of-
fered his chassidim practical advice on man-
aging anger. When a person feels heated and
agitated and senses the urge to express frus-
tration, he should go to his closet and put on a
second bekesha set aside specifically for such
moments.
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The chassidim later shared their own ex-
planation for their Rebbe’s unusual coun-
sel—based, perhaps, on experience. By the
time they went upstairs, opened the closet, lo-
cated the correct bekesha, changed garments,
and came back downstairs, nearly all of their
anger had dissipated. They were then able to
discuss the matter in a level-headed way, with-
out raising their voices or lashing out.

The Rebbe’s advice proved to be the perfect
remedy time and again.

LESSONS FOR LIFE

¢ Give some of your time to someone else.
Try to listen to what they are saying—and
what they are not saying—without im-
mediately attempting to answer or solve
their problems.

*  Make sure that today you not only give
people the benefit of the doubt, but even
when it seems they are clearly wrong,

Wonn N g,
Angel Realty W

For Sale in Efrat
Zayit:
2,790,000 NIS
Zayit:
1,935,000 NIS
Zayit:
3,180,000 NIS
Dekel:
2.5M
Dagan:
3.690.000 NIS
Dekel:
4.500.000 NIS
Te'ena: 3.290.000 M
For Sale in Kfar Eldad
1,840,000 NIS
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try to find some way of justifying their
actions. Strive to see their point of view.

»  The Sages praise the value of silence—
which is often the best response when
feeling a surge of anger rising. The
Chafetz Chaim writes that when a person
wishes to fast voluntarily, it is preferable
to accept a fast from speaking (ta’anit
dibur). (Shmirat HaL.ashon, Shaar HaT-
evunah chap. 2, in the note). m

r

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
on the weekly Parsha, can be ordered
directly from Rabbi Goldscheider at
aarong@ouisrael.org at a special price
for Torah Tidbits readers.

Mazal Tov to 3

Ruth & Steve Younker on the
engagement of their son

Ir-Yamim, First line to the sea
Move-in condition, 4 br. 2.5 baths, on a high floor

with sea view to the Reserve. In a building with
pool guard and gym. Asking: 5,390, 000 NIS

Nitza Blvd. Netanya
Sea Opera 3 bedrooms, mamad, sea view from every
window, balcony, building with guard, pool, Gym,
Shabbat elevator. For Sale 3,900,000 NIS

Hamutal Fuchs
Top-Home Properties Ltd.

077-2320996




The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Campus Open Day —

International Degree Programs
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IR DAVID REAL ESTATE

JERUSALEM —MAHANE YEHUDA
Luxury Building, 4 rooms, 100 sqm,
Balcony 11sqm, Storage, 2 Parking
4.590.000 NIS

JERUSALEM — STAND ALONE VILLA
Magnificent Unique House, 775 sqm
Land. 400 sqm built, 8 rooms,
Swimming Pool. Exceptional View.
Unique Opportunity

(s
JERUSALEM — HERTZL ST.
New luxury Building Penthouse,
Balcony 60 sqm, 5 rooms, 167 sqm,
parking, on Tramway line
6.700.000 NIS

054.6758.1548
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AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to |
work with and did '
an amagzing job!

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

" BEST PRICE |
GUARANTEED
B

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 ="

or email us at info@tzviair.com & ?'




Because Everyone
Deserves a Meaningful
(and Healthy) Seder.

Does traditional wheat matza challenge
your digestion? We specialize in
Hand-Made & 18 minute Machine-Made
Shmura Matza tailored for special
dietary and health needs.

Find the Right Matza for Your Body:

* CELIAC OR CROHN’S?
Gluten-Free Oat Matza: The only safe way
to fulfill the Mitzvah of Achilat Matza.

* WHEAT SENSITIVITY or IBS?

Organic Spelt Matza: Choose Whole Spelt
for easier digestion or "White" Spelt (bran
removed) for sensitive systems.

* DIABETES OR BLOOD SUGAR
CONCERNS or IBS? Ancient Gaza Wheat:
Lower glycemic index for better glucose
control. Lower in gluten (not for Celiacs).
Also proven beneficial for those with IBS.

* TRADITIONAL NEEDS:

Whole Wheat & Regular Wheat Shmura:
Premium quality for your Seder table.
Available in thin and extra thin.

B Trusted Kashrut: Many reliable Hashgachot

LIMITED SUPPLy
ty runs always sell o4 Q

jal
Speg‘as ure your Seder is coygp V.

P Order today! g

Community Pickup Points or Home Delivery
We distribute throughout Israel:
from Katzrin to Beersheva.

ORDER ONLINE: .
www.matzaman.co.il

(Available in English, Hebrew, and French)
Or Contact: hillel.leib@matzaman.co.il
®+972-53-5206976

SHABB /1y N V]
The only mobility scooter
without Gramma!

SHABBATTO scooter offers a "Mehudar"
Zomet-approved Shabbat mechanism
that operates according to the
"Existing Current Modulation" principle.
The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed
and does not require expensive fitting.

FREE XL BATTERY
WITH ANY SCOOTER PURCHASE
Perfect for up to 3 days of Chag on a single charge

Ready to go in 10 seconds.
Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE HOME DEMO
or visit us at our showroom at Ha-Ganan St.16, Modi'in

077-9562833

movinglife

life changing solutions
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RAV DANIEL MANN

ERETZ HEMDAH
ASK THE RABBI SERVICE
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Some family members (includ-
ing me) are gluten-intolerant, so we have two
types of challot and cakes, with and without
grain flour. Is the gluten-free type valid for: 1.
Completing the Kiddush process; 2. Lechem
mishneh; 3. Continuing seuda shlishit that be-
gan before sunset?

1. Kiddush - The gemara (Pesachim 101a)
teaches that we must make Kiddush in a place
where a “meal” will follow. That discussion al-
so refers to “tasting” after Kiddush, which im-
plies less than a classic meal. Although some
authorities require the tasting to include bread,
the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 273:5)
rules that wine satisfies this requirement. The
Magen Avraham (273:11) reasons that if wine
qualifies, then foods made from one of the “five
grains,” which are more meal-like, certainly
suffice (OC 273:11). The Pri Megadim (ad loc.)
extends this to dates, but most poskim disagree
(see Yabia Omer VII, OC 35).

Based on the above, one who cannot eat
from the “five grains” (many gluten-sensi-
tive people can eat specially cultivated oats)
should drink a revi’it of wine or grape juice
(Mishna Berura 273:22). When this is not
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feasible, two minority leniencies are some-
times cited: 1. In cases of need, any food can
constitute a “Kiddush meal” (Chayei Adam
11:6:22); 2. It suffices that one person involved
in the Kiddush eat the requisite food/amount
(see B’'Tzel HaChochma IV:2). If relying on
such positions, it is best to eat something fill-
ing/meal-like, which satisfies at least the “spir-
it of the law.”

2. Lechem Mishneh - Ordinarily, Shabbat
meals require two loaves of bread made from
halachic grain in a manner that requires Bir-
kat Hamazon (Shulchan Aruch Harav, OC
274:5). However, a gluten-sensitive person
should view himself as fulfilling the mitzva of
seuda in the best way he can.

It is appropriate (not halachically re-
quired) for him to use two gluten-free loaves
of “bread.” Treating non-five-grain foods as
bread has limited halachic precedent. An ei-
ruv chatzeirot requires “bread,” yet that bread
may be made from rice or lentils (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 366:8). Moreover, the require-
ment of two loaves is derived from the man-
na, which was not grain-based, but was still
the bread of Israel. Similarly, rice or potato
bread can arguably be considered bread for
gluten-free dieters (Mishna Berura ad loc. 47).
It is also positive to eat or drink something
that will have a beracha acharona of me’ein



Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, is headed by
Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by Rav Shaul Yisraeli, zt”l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in the Israel and abroad.
Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Eretz Hemdah, and OU lIsrael’s Torah Tidbits.

ORTHODOX
UNION -8
Enhancing Jewish Life

shalosh, which enables him to parallel Birkat
HaMazon and mention Shabbat.

3. Seuda shlishit - The gemara (Pesachim
105a) says that one who is eating as Shabbat
enters must interrupt his eating to recite Kid-
dush. It suggests that similarly one who is eat-
ing as Shabbat ends would have to interrupt
the meal for Havdala. However, the gemara
concludes that Havdala does not interrupt eat-
ing, but only drinking. This gemara is the ba-
sis for the halacha that one who starts seuda
shlishit before shki’a may continue (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 299:1).

Can one continue if he is in the middle of
a less than complete Shabbat meal (includ-
ing bread and Birkat Hamazon)? The Aruch
Hashulchan (OC 299:5) says he may not con-
tinue. The Shevet Halevi (VIII, 36), keying on
the fact that there are legitimate opinions
that one does not need to eat bread at seuda
shlishit (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 291:5), posits
that whatever one uses for seuda shlishit will
be important enough to allow you to continue.

Therefore, you definitely have whom to re-
ly upon. Actually, non-gluten eaters are bet-
ter off than others who have seuda shlishit

without bread. The Aruch Hashulchan (ibid.),
in explaining his stringent opinion, argues
that the fact that one did not have bread
shows he did not give the meal requisite
weight. While one can argue that in contem-
porary society, where many people rarely eat
bread, other serious eating would also count.
Regarding health motivated non-gluten diet-
ers, we would expect a near consensus that
their regular seuda shlishit would allow them
to continue after dark, as the lack of bread is
not a sign of a less level meal.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English
rS or Hebrew contact:

@ Eretz Hemdah—-Gazit
Rabbinical Court

Hemdah 077-215-8-215 e Fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

Gazit

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-51061

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

SEAVIEW ISRAEL EORVALLYY.OURRRORER]

Jonathan Gellis
0538236143
Sales and
Renovatlons

a\ Avraham Lev:
0586927574

\ E?jf Property Management

WWW.seaview/lsraelfcom
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At the conclusion of Sefer Yehoshua, our
attention is grabbed by a series of non-sequi-
turs. Logically, the sefer should have ended in
Chapter 24, verse 31, which describes the sit-
uation in Israel following the death of Yehosh-
ua and whence the narrative continues in the
opening verses of Sefer Shoftim. Surprisingly,
the text now records an event that had taken
place years earlier - the burial of the bones of
Yosef, which had been brought up from Egypt
by Moshe Rabbeinu and for which Yehoshua
had assumed responsibility following Moshe’s
death. This information is followed by anoth-
er unrelated statement, apprising us of the
death of Elazar, son of Aharon HaKohen.
What is the common denominator between
the deaths and burials of Yehoshua, Yosef and
Elazar, and why are the latter two appended
to the conclusion of Sefer Yehoshua?

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

In a finished brand new building on

Mekor Chaim Street - Spacious 2, 3 & 4 rooms
apartments, Sukka mirpesets, storage, parking
and Shabbat Elevator, 2 room - 2.09m NIS; large
86m 3 room - 3.17m NIS and 4 rooms - 3.79m NIS

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
under construction in Arnona/ Talpiot
2-5rooms, great payment terms and prices
start at just 2.39m NIS
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

The Talmud teaches that Yosef was buried in
Shechem, as recorded here, because it is from
there that he was sold and brought to Mitzray-
im, setting in motion the descent of the entire
family to Egypt. Thus the story is brought full
circle to its conclusion.! Perhaps mention of
his burial is inserted here, even though it took
place many years earlier, as an expression of
hope that the divisiveness which led to the sale
of Yosef had been laid to rest, and the relation-
ship of the twelve tribes of Israel will now be
one of unity as they forge their national life in
Eretz Yisrael. This optimistic premise would ex-
plain the inclusion of Yosef’s burial, but leaves
us with an unanswered question regarding the
death of Elazar.

Rav Yigal Ariel suggests that the three lead-
ers mentioned here represent three models
of leadership, each with a different philos-
ophy towards interacting with the realities
and challenges facing the young nation set-
tling within its newly conquered borders.
Yehoshua personifies military conquest, Yo-
sef represents diplomacy, and Elazar epito-
mizes spiritual leadership. While the first
two conflict with one another, both derive
their effectiveness from the strength of the
third.2 Thus it would be necessary to record
the death of Elazar alongside Yehoshua and
Yosef, to clarify that the future success of ei-
ther of their approaches would be dependent
upon the nation’s service of Hashem. Ela-
zar’s descendants would be the instruments
through whom the nation would continue to

2 N010 .1
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serve Hashem, first in the Mishkan and ulti-
mately in the Mikdash.

Similarly, Mishbetzot Zahav cites the Ram-
chal, who taught that Elazar is deliberately
referred to as “ben Aharon” to indicate that
just as Moshe Rabbeinu had transferred
his authority to Yehoshua, the authority of
Aharon was transmitted to Elazar. The wel-
fare of the nation required that the political
and spiritual leadership work together.?

Although Elazar’s leadership was integral
to the paradigm of future leadership of the
Jewish nation, it is Yehoshua who remains
the exemplar of the transmission of leader-
ship from the desert to the Land of Israel.
Yehoshua’s leadership was a perfect reflec-
tion of his teacher’s legacy. Rav Soloveitchik
explains that Moshe Rabbeinu transferred
his leadership to Yehoshua by placing two
hands on his head rather than just the one
mandated by Hashem to demonstrate that
“there were two mesoros that Moses trans-
ferred to Joshua. One is the tradition of To-
rah learning, of lomdus. The second me-
sorah, the hod, was experiential. One can
know the entire Maseches Shabbos and yet
still not know what Shabbos is. To truly know
what Shabbos is, one has to spend time in a
Yiddishe home... Joshua not only received the
Torah from Moses, but also how to live Yid-
dishkeit. 7P0 W1 N2 W1 1112 YWine inum
‘7Q'ND - His attendant, Joshua, son of Nun, a
lad, would not depart from the tent (Ex. 33,
11). Joshua never left Moses’ side: He saw
how Moses davened Mincha, how he ate, how
he bentched, how he accepted Shabbos, how
he said vidui on Erev Yom Kippur. He there-
fore merited both mesoros: the mesorah of
the mind and the mesorah of the heart. And
although Elazar was a greater lamdan, only

I2:7D YWI 100 2Nt M¥aIWN .3

Joshua could transmit Torah to the next gen-
eration.” May we merit to transmit Torah to
the next generation in the tradition of Moshe
and Yehoshua, and may our leadership be
guided by the principles of Torah and Avo-
dat Hashem.

22:72 92712 290 hMon vmn .4

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
which just began it's fourth cycle, women scholars
deliver a daily shiur on the books of Prophets
(Neviim) and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a
chapter a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners
of all levels who would like to participate in the
two-year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU
Women'’s Initiative to register for additional content.

Ephoca is Hiring

In Office Positions
Located Near Bet Shemesh

Us Hours
QA Director
QA Agents
Telemartming
HWVAC Technician
Customer Support
Call Cantar M-::nn_qar
Customer Success Coordinator

Israel Hours
Jr. Secial Medic
CRM Developer

IOHD CRM Expuerl

HR Coardinator & Talent Recruiter
Docurmentation Manager
Tech Writer w/HVAC Expearience
Mechanical Engineer w/HVAC Experience

To apply, send CV to
Jobs@ephoca.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS OVERSEAS

NBN ON TOUR

Thinking about Aliyah? NBN is hitting the road! Join
us for an informal meeting about Aliyah planning.
Hear from NBN Aliyah experts and discuss your
upcoming Aliyah journey.

BOSTON | THURSDAY, MARCH 12

PHILLY | TUESDAY, MARCH 17

BALTIMORE | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

& MEDEX

MEDEX NEW JERSEY

An exclusive opportunity to advance your medical career in Israel.
Connect with Ministry of Health officials and get hands-on support
for every stage of your licensure process.

Sunday, March 15 | New Jersey

ALIYAH FAIR NEW JERSEY

Meet with Aliyah advisors and connect with prospective Olim to gain
insights into the Aliyah process, financial planning, housing, community

8 selection, Aliyah benefits, healthcare, retirement, and more!

Monday, March 16 | New Jersey

THERE NEXT YEAR FAIR

AT THE ALIYAH FAIR

Great opportunity for students and young professionals to get expert

| guidance and explore options for education, national service, careers,

and communities in Israel.
Monday, March 16 | New Jersey

PRE ALIYAH PLANNING WEBINARS

Series of informative webinars covering every step of the Aliyah
process, from planning your move to finding a job in Israel.

February - March 2026 | Online
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EEEN Calendar

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh Israel Calendar
to explore English-language events taking
place all over the country!

The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual and in-person English-
speaking programming throughout the country. All events posted on the calendar
are designed for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while benefiting
from English-oriented events.

Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your
program with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

www.theisraelcalendar.org
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®ANSWERS

NBN Answers is available to answer your
post-Aliyah questions and provide guidance
by phone at *3680 or answers@nbn.org.il,
Sunday - Thursday 9am-5pm.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH
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NATIONAL
FUND
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Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
AYELET GLATT | Head of Diaspora and Olim

What Batman Taught
Us About Singles Events

n)alCARPLYP)
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Nine hundred singles walked into one Pu-
rim party this week. Nine hundred!

Now if you’ve ever hosted even nine peo-
ple for Shabbat, you know that numbers don’t
create magic, atmosphere does.

At Shagririm Balev’s Purim event, the eve-
ning was split into two parts: a lively fair
packed with competitive booths (the kind
that make grown adults surprisingly passion-
ate about winning gummy bears), followed
by a stand-up show by Guy Hochman that
had the room roaring. On paper, that’s great
programming.

But here’s what the feedback forms told us:
the highest rating wasn’t the games. It wasn’t
even the show. It was the Tzevet - the team.

This Tzevet is Ninety-nine percent

b/\ Flying Soon? o
Travel with Confidence {===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <YW

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001
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volunteers - head ambassadors who give all
year long, most of them singles themselves.
What people kept writing wasn’t only “they
worked hard”, it was: “they saw me.”

That’s the secret.

If you want singles to feel comfortable, at
a Shabbat table, at a party, at a community
event, stop focusing only on logistics and start
focusing on dignity.

Here’s what that looks like in practice:

First, level the playing field. We asked ev-
eryone to come in costume. So the entire staff
showed up in full Batman gear - capes, bold
logos, and very extra face painting. Not half-
way. Not “we’re too cool for this.” Full commit-
ment. Why? Because every single person who
walks into a singles event is already stepping
out of their comfort zone. The least we can
do as staff is take a step too. When leadership
participates fully, even a little boldly, vulner-
ability becomes contagious, and suddenly the
room feels safer.

Second, remove hierarchy. The staff didn’t
stand on the sidelines with clipboards and su-
periority. They played. They laughed. They
waited in lines. They lost games. When the
people running the event feel like peers rath-
er than supervisors, walls fall down.

Third - and this one you can apply tonight,
include singles in contribution. If someone
asks, “What can I bring for Shabbat?” don’t



say, “Nothing, just come.” Give them some-
thing real. A salad. Dessert. A Dvar Torah. A
game for the kids. Contribution creates be-
longing, and belonging creates comfort. Many
of the choices we made for this event came di-
rectly from feedback from singles on the Tze-
vet. The guiding principle was simple: it’s not
that we know better than the people we are
trying to serve. When people have a voice in
shaping what is being built for them, they stop
feeling like guests and start feeling like part-
ners - and that changes the emotional experi-
ence of the entire room.

Fourth, assume depth. Don’t treat singles
like fragile guests you must entertain. Treat
them like adults with humor, intelligence, and
emotional range. Respect is felt long before it’s
articulated.

What made 900 singles give such positive
feedback wasn’t the noise or the novelty. It
was the quiet message underneath it all: You
are not a project. You are one of us.

And that is something every one of us can
replicate, one thoughtful decision at a time. B

—
Want to set up your friends?
Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!

Of
I
[=]

[8] en.shagririm.org.il
3 0585323242

~

JCT. mizract

R

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,
Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking
initiative - has taken the dating scene by storm. With
over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors,
in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a
Wedding every 2 days!

B
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Private House, Greek Colony

Exclusive one-of-a-kind free-standing home just minutes
from Emek Refaim. A historically preserved residence
offering 588 SQM built on a 604 SQM lot. Call for
additional details.

Reduced Price! Rare family home, spacious 200 sgm, 55
sqm garden, 6 rooms (Large Saferoom), 3.5 bath. Private
entrance, Parking, opt. for guest unit, best location!

Brand-new 106 sqm in a boutique building, 3 beds, 2 baths, 2
balconies, accessible, parking & slorage. Excellent value for
an oversized luxury unit minutes from Bakal Call for info

Just Listed! 3-badroom, 96 SQM apartment with
breathtaking views of the old city. 2 full bathrooms, shabbat
elavator, parking, storage, building gym, and easy access to
public transport. Asking: 3,850,000 NIS

New Rental! 150 SQM 3-bedroom 2.5 bathroom, with
incredible views, generous living space with kosher
kitchen, parking & storage! Asking: 15,000 NIS a Month

New Rentall Luxurious 70 SQM apartment steps from
the Old City! 2 beds, 2 baths, furnished, central AC, fully
accessible, parking, storage! Asking: 11,500 NIS a Month

Ha'Meyasdim, Kfar Saba
Deal Of The Year! Amazing location, 114 SQM fully
renovated apartment with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
elevator & private parking. Asking under 21k NIS a Meter

Hagilgal, Ma'ale Adumim
Free Standing House! 355 sqm, 10 rooms, 5 bath. Pool,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with
a massive succah terrace and a stunning view!

Mevo Hadas, Rimon, Efrat
Just Listed! Spacious 6-bedroom attached home with

garden, views, and private parking. Quiet pastoral street
near parks, shopping, and shuls. Asking NIS 4,280,000

PR 1]
Yaniv +972.52.614.1442]
ZYaniv@gabairealestate.comf= °
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ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

FOR SALE IN JERUSALEM
IN THE GERMAN COLONY
Magpnificent Private House for Sale, beautiful, rare
Arab-style 6-room “stand alone” house, 217Sq.m.
on a large 729Sq.m plot of surrounding garden,
original floors, high ceilings, quiet pastoral location,
minutes walk from Emek Refaim shops and
restaurants, Orient hotel, First Station and more.
Excluswe' Galila 055-4549431

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certified | Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist
in all Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain
Conscientious “*American style” Care
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center, Givar Shanl. Jersalem

057'7 13'—!#;:

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

GERMAN COLONY - GRETS ST.
Exceptionally spacious 4-room, 157sqm on a single
level, originally 2 apartments, beautiful balcony,
elegant parquet flooring, full glass facade
overlooking stunning open views, custom built-in
cabinetry and carpentry, serving both functional
and design purposes. Just steps from Emek Refaim,
the Orient Hotel, the First Station complex, and more.
Exclusive! Haim 055-4574163 | Anita 055-4549429

REHAVIA [ SHAAREI CHESED
DISKIN ST. - WOLFSON TOWERS

Luxurious, exceptionally spacious 316sqm apartment,
originally two apartments, 2 living rooms, large dining

area, 5 bedrooms, high floor - stunning panoramic
view, fully furnished and equipped, commercial and
medical center right below. Overlooking the Knesset,

Israel Museum, Sacher Park. Exclusive!
Haim 055-4574163 | Moshe 055-4549428

3 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem
0778038511

* Be'er Tziporap ah - | ,,%‘
Bottled Water Ge J

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter, and
brought life and strength to so
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717
www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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HIGH QUALITY PREMIUM (_75./'
=L Properties Id.
§

FOLDING CHAIRS

For sale in the German Colony
Aboutique Tama 38 project set to be completed within
36 months, offering an exceptional living experience
in one of Jerusalem’s most desirable neighborhoods.

3 HaTzfira Street - Last apartment available

in the project, Stunning penthouse, 164m

with 50m of balconies (sukkah-ready),
Shabbat elevator, storage room, and parking.

* STYLE & COMFORT o5
* MANY COLORS & DESIGNS it
» STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ="

* FAST DELIVERY_

i

J

Fﬂ L D E E S | For more details, please contact

Foldees.co.il | 058-707-8181 Trust Realty Smadar Ltd. - 050-3114040

iy . ,
Tdean 1elll Vills tre the mowntacns of Yeraoalem
I — in a dreamlike atmosphere

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community
of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the Judean
mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance
from Jerusalem.Upgraded and

fully equipped villa

spacious bedrooms 8 ¢

Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 ¢

.people

Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, «

... swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more

All these create a warm atmosphere all while being

. luxurious and elegant

_— Mham- 050-2604621 Book your vacation now!
Available for Passover | | Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo:
T hitps://www.datipage.co.il/biz/18114

-
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by
tanel Epstein

'THE Y FILEs

LN ERUSHALAY UMY

’ ALRIGHT, EVERYONE, COME OH, BEDTIME! LIGHTS OUT!
WE'LL CONTINUE WITH ALL THE... ER... DANCING AND CHAKTING AND
3 WHATHOT TOMORROW, OK?
SLEEP TIGHT!

DUDE, YOU'VE HAD SOME

PRIZE-WINKINGLY TERRIBLE ANIY SRR, NIEWER.

Far mare works and
the cartoonist

www.netbateps.com

URGH... | REALLY HOPE MOSHE™S

" OVERMIGHT FLIGHT COMES IN BY THE

o MORHING... e
¢ IF THERE'S ANOTHER DELAY...

S0, MISTER [ALF... (ALFY?
GOLDY?
[ HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE THE

¢ IDEAS BEFORE, BUT THIS...

1know, Tis 1s REAL enus:
SET THE CAMERA UP, WILL YOU, KID?

OH, | GET IT YOU'RE
SHY...

WELL, THERE'S NOTHING
T0 BE AFRAID OF &
(AMERA, OR THE MOODY
YOUTH HOLDING IT...

G0 DN, GIVE US A PUBLIC

STATEMENT ABOUT YOUR

DESTRUCTIVE EFFECT ON
JEWISH HISTORY...?

50 YOU THINK YOU KNOW
THE STORY OF THE GOLDEN

WELL, THINK AGAIN, FOR WE HAVE

DARIHGLY ARRANGED AM EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW WITH THE OFFENDING
SCULPTURE...

TOUGH (ROWD

TOMIGHT.

CAUSE OF THE BIGGEST
SPIRITUAL CRISIS SINCE
THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE?

DO YOU HARBOUR ANY FEELINGS
OF GUILT OR SELF-PITY?
ANY IRREPRESSIBLE URGES TO
SING SOME LEONARD COHEM?

WHAT'S THE MATTER?

CALF 60T YOUR
TORGUE?

GROODAAN...
_ TERRIBLE...




- !
DUDE... YOU CAN'T REALLY BE EXPECTING AN
ANSWER FROM AN INAKIMATE LUMP OF
SHAPED METAL, CAN YOU?

WHY NOT? | HAD A CARE-BEAR ONCE THAT SANG
“WALTZING MATILDA™ WHEN YOU SQUEETED IT.
MAYBE | SHOULD TRY PRESSING

THIS GUY'S TUMMY...?

SERIDUSLY, DUDE...
THIS 15 A COMPLETE WASTE
0OF...

SERIOUSLY, KID, IT SAYS IN TEHILLIM
THAT THIS GOLDER CALF PRANCED
= ARDUND AND ATE BRASS!
IF 1T CAN DO THAT, SURELY IT CAN
ANSWER A FEW STRAIGHTFORMWARD...

YES, QUITE, ALTHOUGH | MUST SAY I'M
RATHER DISAPPOINTED IN YOUR CHOICE
OF TOPIC...

EVERYONE THINK PARSHAT KI TISA
15 ALL ABOUT THE SIN...
IT°5 REALLY NOT, Y'KNOW!

O, 1T HOT!
THE SIN ITSELF TAKES UP ONLY
ABOUT 5IN VERSES, AND BY THE
TWENTIETH, I'M BURNED AND
GROUND TO A PULP...

THE REST OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND
SOMETHING VERSES BEFORE AND
AFTER FOCUS ON HOW TO FIX THE

HOW T0 RECTIFY THE BOND
WITH G-0 AND HOW T0O TURN KIS
S0-CALLED "WRATH" INTO
EVERLASTING FORGIVHESS AND

TYPICAL HUMANS, LETTING THE TINY
BIT OF NEGATIVE HEWS
COMPLETELY OBSCURE ALL
THE GDDDHESS ARDUND IT...

IN THE SAME WAY,
| RESENT BEING INTERVIEWED
SOLELY ABOUT MY INVOLVEMENT
IN THE (RISIS!

WELL, THAT'S A...

WERY PROFOUND
OBSERVATION, FOR A

L METALLIC (OW...

SIN!

( HOBODY ASKS ME ABOUT
THE OTHER ASPECTS
IH MY PERSONALITY...

CLOSENESS!

DID YOU KNOW I°'M RELATED TD
THE TIN MAN BY MARRIAGE ?

AND THAT | WON THE NATIOHAL
CHAMPIONSHIP AT STARING
MATCHES?

1 ENJOY PRACTISING
MINDFULLKESS,
LISTERING TO MDZART,
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE PODCASTS
AKD THE EARLY WORKS OF
ELTON JOHH...

WELL, THAT
EXPLAINS
ALDT...!

ND!! -

BE NECESS..

HAHA! THAT WON'T )

JUST WHAT EXACTLY
ARE YOU MUTTERING,

-..MORE LIKE
THERE, KID?

CALF-WIT...

MUTTERING?
ME? HOTHIN
NOTHIN'?

N YOU, SIR, WERE THROWING YOUR VOICE,
_ WEREN'T YOU? .
Y GIVING ME A TASTE OF MY OWN
MEDICINE?! TALKING CALF INDEED!

WHAT D'YOU THINK | AM,
SOME SORT OF HALF-WIT?




TORAH 4 TEENS

L3 YAFIT ATLAS
& A/ BEIT SHEMESH DIRECTOR

AHARON, HOW COULD YOU?

The sin of the Golden Calf in this week’s par-
sha is one of the greatest mistakes in Jewish
history. Ironically, for a people known to be
good with numbers, many of whom today are
accountants, a huge mistake resulted from a
small miscalculation of when Moshe was sup-
posed to return from Har Sinai. One of the
most striking issues in this week’s parsha is
Aharon’s role in it all. We see in later parshiot
that Aharon himself questions his worthiness
to serve as the first Kohen Gadol following
his involvement in the sin of the Golden Calf,
prompting us to ask the same question.

One of the greatest mistakes one can make
when learning Tanach is allowing the straight-
forward answer to satisfy the desire for a good
explanation. True, we can come to the conclu-
sion that Hashem forgave Aharon—and there-
fore, isn’t that a good enough answer for us?
If we allow ourselves to be satisfied with this
simplistic answer, we miss so much depth and
true insight into who Aharon was. Without
such depth, we lose a vital lesson that can be
learned from this week’s parsha.

Aharon was faced with the most difficult
of decisions. Should he suffer the same fate
as Chur, son of Calev and Miriam, and be
killed as he tried to oppose the building of
the Golden Calf? Aharon understood the sit-
uation with profound wisdom, recognizing
what we may not initially see. The Jewish
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people had severely gone astray, but not so
far that they couldn’t do teshuva. Aharon re-
alized that if the Jewish people were to kill
him as well-the future Kohen Gadol-the dam-
age to who they were would be irreversible.
This would have altered all of Jewish history.
There would be no coming back from a mis-
take of this magnitude.

Aharon had to act quickly, and true to what
was always most important to him, he chose
to participate in the sin rather than allow the
Jewish people to reach this all-time low. His
self-sacrifice—his willingness to lose every-
thing—was precisely why he was the per-
fect Kohen Gadol. His love and devotion to
the Jewish people were exactly what the role
required.

Therefore, when reading this week’s par-
sha, let us see the self-sacrifice of Aharon
rather than the simple mistake of someone
caught in a difficult situation. Once we ex-
pand our understanding of what Aharon did,
we can ask ourselves how we can become
true students of Aharon—loving peace and
pursuing peace in our everyday lives.

Shabbat Shalom.

MATAN SACKNOVITZ-HAIN
10TH GRADE, JERUSALEM

THE SHATTERING OF THE LUCHOT:
A LESSON FOR OUR NATION
Parashat Ki Tisa describes a dramatic mo-
ment in Jewish history. After reaching great
spiritual heights at Har Sinai, the Jewish



people fall into the sin of the Golden Calf.
This sharp change teaches an important les-
son about fear, faith, and leadership.

When Moshe delayed coming down the
mountain, the people became afraid and
confused. Instead of trusting Hashem, they
searched for something visible and powerful.
The Golden Calf looked strong on the outside,
but it was empty on the inside. The parsha
shows that real strength does not come from
what looks impressive, but from faith and
patience.

When Moshe saw the calf, he broke the
Luchot. This was not a sign of failure; it was
an act of responsibility. Sometimes, when
something goes very wrong, you cannot sim-
ply continue as before. You must stop, rec-
ognize the problem, and rebuild in a better
way.

Our Sages teach that both the whole
Luchot and the broken pieces were placed
in the Aron. This teaches that even the dif-
ficult moments in our nation’s history are
not wasted. They become lessons that help
us grow stronger.

After the sin, Hashem gave Bnei Yisrael the
Second Luchot. Unlike the first, which were
given with great noise, the second were given
quietly, and they endured. This teaches that
rebuilding with humility and unity creates
strength that lasts.

“Ki tisa et rosh”-lift up your head. Even
during challenges, the Jewish people know
how to rebuild, grow, and move forward
with faith in Hashem. m

Handyman / Plumber ™

Shmuel Rosenzweig
Aluf in home
repairs

052-8496418

1mu

New listing! Old Katamong 3.5 beds in a Tama aproved
building. a 70 m with 25 m addition space end of project.
sking price - 3,850,000 NIS

Ernall st gl Iy property,

(A 180 4 beds duplex with a 120m private garden with a 40 m
rental unit.

[Price Wpen request,

(Gne-of-a-kind architectural design!

Luxury garden apartment - 150 sgm + 50 sgm private garden.
4 bedrooms + study, 3 full bathreoms, private entrance and
parking.

4.000.000 NIS

Renovated to a high luxury standard.

Jerusalem | Long-Term Rental

150 m? | 3.5 bedrooms + study | 3 bathrooms

50 m? private garden + sukkah balcony

Private entrance & parking . Monthly Rent: 24,000 NIS

Ruth Abrahami - 054

Yoy Rinneret 4

In Yavneel
Spacious grounds 10 min Luxury
with lots from 8- bedroom villa
of activities Kinneret | (Forup to 25 people)

WWW.HAMELECH.CO.IL
054-7534888

!
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L ]
2026 International
Policy Summit

PRESIDENT MINISTER CAROLINE MINISTER K PASTOR
ISAAC HERZOG GIDEON SA'AR. GLICK BENNY GANTZ JOHN HAGEE

FLEUR AMB. DAVID EMILY SHABBOS
HASSAN-NAHOUM FRIEDMAN SCHRADER KESTENBAUM

JONATHAN 5 LIZZY STEFAN DF. EINAT MELANIE
CONRICUS KEMP SAVETSKY TOMPSON WILF PHILLIPS

And many more to be announced.

WALDORF ASTORIA

Jerusalem, Lsrael

APR 15-17, 2026 |

REGISTER NOW
COUPON CODE: JNS2026 FOR 10% OFF
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8. Gro Buy
& REAL ESTATE OPPORTUNITY H” ll Investments.
e IN NORTHERN When unity creates appoetin

£ 4;

g - CARMEI GAT

,...’I'H'-f -

e ." -

s Premium Residential Project

by a top-tier developer S e D =
s Market-leading prices e .
% 10/90 payment plan I, e s e

B o T

»r Starting from M180,000 down payment

¥ 3.4, 5, & 6-room apartments
sr First apartments in the project

Tens of families have already]mned

Only a few apartments left
- in this group purchase opportuni

N——T
o
-

e

6 rooms that can be
dw[ded into 2 units

For more information call / WhatsApp:
Gabriel Schickman: 0523742380 Chaim Kesselman: 0502838683




IDENTITYFORYOU.COM

T'02
18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Enjoy home-made food this

PESACH

Whether you would like a fully catered Pesach or complementary
dishes to add to your menu, fill up your freezer with fresh, delicious
home-made food, made by a culinary chef.

THANK YOU SO MUCH

for the delicious food you sent
for Pesach. Everything was
very tasty and so appetizing.
All the food came packed so
well which made yom tov
preparation so much easier.

C.M. USA

ORDER EARLY TOAVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
©® devoraharstein.com @ +972527123479

DEVORA ® devora.harstein@gmail.com

QUALITY CATERING

WE ALSO CATER FOR LARGE GROUPS & SIMCHAS



